
DDespite soaring up Frog’s 
Hollow Road past the Blue 
Mountains-Meaford town line 
where the magnificent Georgian 
Bay vista exposes its glory, the 
view all but disappears once you 
turn down the forested lane that 
leads to the home of Carole and 
Blair Cowper-Smith. Or does it?
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ABOVE: Carole Cowper-Smith welcomes friends and family at the front door. 
LEFT: Just after entering the property, a bend in the driveway reveals what awaits 
at the home. BELOW: The rear facade shows the seamless transition of the new 
addition on the left side. The mounds on both sides of the lower-level entrance 
offer shelter from the wind. OPPOSITE: Blair and Carole Cowper-Smith toast the 
fall season and enjoy the spectacular view.

Continued on page 140
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A number of homes have been strategically positioned along the few 
short streets on this stretch of Frog’s Hollow Road to take advantage of 
the outstanding views. Blair and Carole built what might have been the 
first at the top on a large acreage parcel they were able to secure from a 
long time local family in the area. The couple’s long, secluded laneway 
opens to a clearing peppered with blue spruce. Scant glimpses of the 
view elude between the trees. The laneway then dips down a knoll to 
arrive at the front of their home. 

It is only after entering the home, designed and finished to fit the feel 
of the landscape, and navigating around a wonderful stone partition 
wall inside the front door that you see it. A wall of windows opens 
up to a 270-degree view of the Beaver Valley, across to the cliffs of the 
escarpment and northeast over Georgian Bay to Christian Island. It is 
an astonishing view.

“We were mindful about where and how we positioned our house,” 
says Blair. “We walked the property and considered the neighbouring 
farms and forests to figure out not just how to make the most of the 
view, but how to have the home fit into the area.” The design was 
chosen with that in mind. 

An apple pie is waiting to be 
served at the dining table. The 
double height ceiling allows the 
pendant light to be hung above 
the top edge of the window and 
not inhibit the view. Painting is by 
Denise Ireland. 

Continued on page 143

This original by Carole C owper-
Smith is titled C louds V and is an 
acrylic on canvas painted in 2005.

White quartzite covers the huge kitchen island. 
The whole family can gather around, either to help 
prepare or encourage those cutting and chopping. 
Carole’s chilli sauce waits to be canned. OPPOSITE, 
TOP LEFT: This painting’s impressive size, four 
panels, each three-feet square, replicates, on many 
days, the sky outside. TOP RIGHT: The rear of the 
living room’s stone fireplace (Chantico Fireplace 
Gallery) becomes an impressive wall in the front foyer. 
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The home is embedded into the hillside so 
that the overall elevation is not intrusive while 
the lower level presents an unimpeded view 
and walkout opportunity. Every bedroom 
enjoys the view. “We didn’t want to reveal the 
view in any substantial way until you enter the 
house,” says Carole. “It invites you in.”

They built the original home in the 1990s 
as a weekend chalet from their Toronto home 
so that they and their two sons could ski at 
The Georgian Peaks Club, which is a clear 
and visible part of the view. The changes they 
have made to the property since have been 
just as mindful and responsive. Carole is an 
artist and her observations of the landscape 
inspired a series of paintings of clouds. “We 
can watch the storms roll in,” says Carole. “It 
is fascinating to see them move up and down 
the valley with the clouds often close to the 
ground over Thornbury with us still having a 
wonderful view above.” Continued on page 146

The soft furnishings don’t 
compete with nature’s 
vivid palette outside.

Not only do decoys float 
above the large window in 
the living room, a telescope 
is ready to follow birds that 
fly by. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Designer Johanna Noble 
of Noblecraft is as happy 
as the Cowper-Smiths with 
their new addition.
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A blue heron contemplates the view off the 
balcony in the master bedroom, which is a 
wonderful spot to start the day.

In one of the bathrooms, 
a painting by Maynard 
Newman hangs above 
the jet tub. ABOVE: In 
the master bedroom, the 
red in the lampshades 
echo the untitled canvas 
by Carole. RIGHT: 
This well-appointed 
dressing room is just off 
the master bedroom. 
A skylight brightens 
the space.
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The need for an art studio led to an 
addition to the north end of the home a few 
years ago, along with the two-car garage and a 
home office for Blair on the lower level, giving 
the couple an opportunity to spend more 
time in the Thornbury area skiing, golfing and 
enjoying the ever-changing valley.

Most recently, needing to replace the 
deck off the kitchen leading to the pool, the 
Cowper-Smiths reached out to designer 
Johanna Noble of NobleCraft Inc., 
recommended by Blair’s sister based on 
the very good design work she had done 
for her and her husband in the Heathcote 
area. “We wanted to have the deck and the 

house connect to the swimming pool,” says 
Carole. Collaborating with Carole and Blair, 
Johanna brought forward a design keeping 
the decking low to the ground, resulting in a 
waterfall look and feel, and easing the pathway 
to the pool area.

The landscaping was overseen by Nevin 
and Peter Metzger, who made use of rocks 
hidden in tree lines and a stream bed on the 
property. A new stone patio integrates with 
the deck in keeping with the owners’ original 
goals of maintaining consistency with the land 
and the surroundings. 

With their grown children and now 
grandchildren also enjoying the home, and 

LEFT: Part of the master suite includes a 
cosy sitting room that’s a perfect spot to 
curl up and enjoy a book. The painting by 
Carole above the couch is titled Tree Line. 
BELOW: On the upper level, a bedroom 
awaits visitors. An encaustic on wood, by 
Carole, hangs by the window. BOTTOM: 
Twin beds and lots of toys are ready for the 
grandchildren. Blue and touches of red are 
used throughout the house and unify the 
whole space.

Continued on page 148
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knowing that kitchens are an increasingly 
important living space in any house, 
accordingly, Johanna redesigned the rooms 
that flow onto the deck. The kitchen and 
dining room were repositioned to enlarge the 
view of the bay. 

Paul Rogers of Valleyview 
Construction and his team signed on for 
construction and development of the overall 
project. “This was a great project to work on,” 
says Paul. “Johanna was so accommodating 
and knowledgeable, and it was so easy to work 
with both Blair and Carol.”

“I have a lot of respect for the work 
Paul does,” says Johanna. “It has turned 
out very well.” 

Carole and Blair couldn’t agree more. 
“The results are stunning,” says Blair. The 
intentional balance of the design, like 
blending the existing natural pine in part of 
the house with a more modern feel in other 
parts gives this home a sense of continuity 
and past. It reflects the careful approach this 
couple has taken to create their home and 
their surroundings. 

The kitchen was built by Modern Custom 
Cabinets from Toronto and cabinets were 
finished in Benjamin Moore’s Oxford White 
while the island is painted in contrasting 
Charcoal Slate. Macdonald’s Furniture 
& Appliances looked after sourcing the 
appliances. City Stone supplied the super 
white quartzite top on the large kitchen island 
and Vicostone (Blue Savoy) for the perimeter 
counters and dry bar area in the dining room. 
Jesse Daer installed the mosaic porcelain 
tile backsplash.

Underfoot, large-format slate porcelain tile 
was supplied and installed by Floorcrafters 
in the kitchen. Northland Custom 
Flooring provided and installed hemlock to 
match the existing hardwood, finishing the 
entire floor in a matte oil. Ashtons Blinds 
Draperies & Shutters worked their magic 
with window coverings. The new dining room 
table was provided by Cocoon Furniture with 
chairs from Wally’s Woodwork.

Chantico Fireplace Gallery, using 
craftsman Niss Schwartz who built the 
home’s original granite fireplace, looked after 
changes to the fireplace, including a new 
firebox. Carole sourced new contemporary 
furniture from Cocoon Furnishings, 
Restoration Hardware and ELTE.  OH

When the whole family gathers, the lower level 
has a light-filled spot to watch movies by the 
fireplace. There is also access outside. BELOW 
LEFT: The 1929 Brunswick pool table has hosted 
some competitive games and is in one of Blair’s 
favourite areas in the house. 
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