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If there’s one thing Andrea 
McMullen loves, it’s a 
challenge. So five years ago, 
when she and her husband 
and their three teenagers first 
spotted this 1960s Frank Lloyd 
Wright-style home – in some 
serious need of TLC – it was 
a project she knew she had 
to take on.

TOP: Tucked within the trees, the home’s exterior shines. RIGHT: 
Artwork by Andrea’s sister is a focal point in the living room. 
OPPOSITE: Andrea McMullen of ADM Design and her children 
Shayna, Justin and Taylor, with Bishop and Benji.

Continued on page 34
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As owner of ADM Design, renovations 
and makeovers are well within Andrea’s 
comfort zone. (Handily, her business has its 
own contracting team and a retail location, 
which doesn’t make a renovation easy but can 
certainly smooth out any bumps in the road.) 
Even so, Andrea admits, the scale of the project 
didn’t completely reveal itself until after the 
family had moved in. 

“We knew there was a lot to do, but 
we didn’t know quite how much,” she 
says with a laugh. 

First, the couple tackled the outside, 
replacing a lot of the stone exterior. Then, they 
added a cedar roof – but very carefully – so 
as not to disturb copper edging with its aged 
green patina. “Everything we did outside was 
to bring the house back to a style that was 
more in keeping with the era when it was 
built,” says Andrea. Continued on page 36

ABOVE: An abundance of windows pulls the cottage-
like surroundings indoors. RIGHT: A stunning ceiling 
and clerestory windows create a bright, airy feel in 
the family room. 
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Inside, there were some pressing structural 
issues to address. For starters, says Andrea, 
“The house was leaking from just about 
everywhere.” That became especially evident 
one night in son Taylor’s bedroom (a room 
that’s now a glorious showcase for Andrea’s 
shoes, since her kids have all moved out). 
“Taylor had a friend sleeping over and in the 
middle of the night the whole ceiling fell down 
on them!” says Andrea. “It was just plaster – no 
one was hurt – but it meant we had to step up 
work on the ceiling in a big hurry.” 

Once falling ceilings were addressed, 
Andrea turned her focus to longer-term 
projects. The indoor pool just off the main 
entrance, for example, showed signs of 
neglect, so the family had it drained and 
Andrea – a mural painter in her early days as 
a designer – engaged her teens in a project 
to paint stone-shaped designs on its floor. 
“Before, it was all white and really damaged,” 
says Andrea. “So we hand-painted these 
designs, going from dark to light to give it kind 
of a Mediterranean look.” 

Next to the pool is the games room – a 
space that required a complete overhaul. “It 
was an unfinished and unheated disaster for 
two straight years.” Once the project was 
done, though, it became the natural hub for 
the family’s frequent gatherings and parties.

The large bar and kitchen is a central 
hangout, and has everything a party host 
might need, including a Sub-Zero fridge, an 
espresso maker and a grill. If it lacks any of 
its former eccentricities (pre-reno the bar 
boasted a soda fountain with six flavours of 
pop, a deep freezer for commercial-sized tubs 
of ice cream, and a built-in milkshake mixer) it 
makes up in style, character and function. 

At first, it took a little ingenuity to figure 

out the best configuration for the multi-
function room. The TV, for example, used to 
hang on a wall behind the sofa. To fix that 
problem, Andrea designed and built a two-
sided divider to house a TV on one side and a 
wine fridge on the other. 

While the games room was a years-long 
project, Andrea, who entertains as often as 
possible, was determined to pull the great 
room together on a much quicker schedule. 

Continued on page 39

ABOVE: Warm wood tones connect the 
indoors to the out. OPPOSITE, TOP: Gold 
accents in this bathroom add a glamorous 
touch. BOTTOM: Beams on the ceiling add 
character to the kitchen. 
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“We had parties to host!” she says, laughing.
One of the first things she tackled was the 

fireplace, with the help of The Fireplace 
Stop. “The original fireplace was built off-
centre, which made for a design challenge,” 
says Andrea. To trick the eye into seeing 
greater symmetry, she had two mantelpieces 
made, stacked and offset. To further balance 
things out, she hung a massive and colourful 
piece of art – painted by her sister – of 
Dreamer’s Rock on Manitoulin Island. 

The other big question mark in the room 
was the space in front of the picture windows. 
“Originally I thought this might be a perfect 
spot for a piano,” says Andrea. But her love of 
Christmas – and decorating for the season – 
won out. The spot is now a conversation nook 
for part of the year, and home to a massive 
and elaborately decked out Christmas tree 
for the rest (often gracing the room well 
into the spring). 

A wall of glass separates the games room 
from the great room and can be opened up 
for parties. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: The indoor 
pool is located just inside the front door. TOP 
RIGHT: The dated games room was given new 
life and made more functional. BOTTOM: The 
games room also connects to the pool area.

Continued on page 42

“We knew there was 
a lot to do, but we 
didn’t know quite 
how much,” Andrea 
says with a laugh.
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The family rolled up 
their sleeves and 
painted a new design on 
the pool interior.

Seating areas and gardens were 
strategically designed to blend with the
surroundings and the intention of the 
home’s original design. 

CALL US TODAY to request a FREE estimate and discuss the cost advantages  
of buying direct with Dominion for your next project.

130 Pennsylvania Ave., Unit 8, Concord, Ont. L4K 4A8
T: 905-761-9722   F: 905-761-1670
www.dominiondw.com
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The oversize closet was another addition 
to the room. It’s part practicality, part 
party staple. “This holds coats, but more 
importantly we call it the loft because when 
we have parties people sleep up there,” says 
Andrea. Even on non-party evenings, she says, 
her kids often congregate and watch movies 
from the comfortable perch. 

When parties spill outside, several made-
over nooks easily host both small and large 
groups. “We removed all sorts of railroad tie 
gardens and things like that, that just didn’t 
make sense with the house,” says Andrea. 
Now, the gardens have multiple levels to 
reflect the home’s roofline, with an emphasis 
on geometric shapes and simple, clean design.

From massive project to perfect party 
house, it’s been an undertaking with plenty 
of rewards for the family. Now that the kids 
are older, though, the couple feels it’s time to 
set down new roots. “We’ll probably build 
our next place, and I think it will be quite 
modern,” says Andrea. Wherever they land, 
Andrea’s left her mark on this made-over 1960s 
house. “My husband and I really did work all 
hours to fix this place up. Sometimes you’d 
see us tiling the bathroom at 5 a.m. before 
going to work,” says Andrea. “There’s a lot 
of me in the design of this house.” The home 
on Old Bathurst Street in King City is now 
for sale with Anthony Menchella of Re/Max 
West Realty Inc. OH

TOP LEFT: A tranquil, 
soothing blue was used 
in the master en suite. 
TOP RIGHT: A bedroom 
was converted into a 
dreamy dressing room. 
BELOW: Warm neutrals 
highlight the home’s 
natural setting in the 
master bedroom. 

Retail Designer Showroom Open to the Public  •   1211 Gorham Street, Unit 7 Newmarket

F U R N I T U R E   •   D E C O R   •   A RT WO R K   •   R U G S   •   B E D D I N G   

An Artistic Fusion of Fire and Design

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

 Home & Cottage • Sales & Installation

1.800.461.5567
tileinfo@steeltile.com

SAME NAME • SAME LOCATION
Come Explore the Benefits & Discover the Lifelong Durability 

of a Steel Tile Metal Roofing System!
A LIFETIME OF PROTECTION FOR YOUR BIGGEST INVESTMENT

Family Run Company For Over 30 Years!

3487 Thomas St., Innisfil 
Showroom Open to the Public: Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm

www.steel t i le .com
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