
As recent empty nesters, talk had begun of 
winding down their demanding careers and 
finding a quieter community. Five years ago, 
the avid long-distance runners signed up 
for a running event that would take them 
north of Toronto. On the weekend of the race, 
they discovered Creemore, with its rolling 
countryside, picturesque main street, Creemore 
Springs brewery, excellent restaurants and 
active local community. They couldn’t believe 
how it checked off all the boxes of what they 
would be looking for in their retirement. 

They couldn’t help but periodically scan 
real estate listings in the area. They spotted a 
two-acre property tucked into the Creemore 
hillside. On touring the home, they loved all 
the natural light but it didn’t have the modern 
space they envisioned for themselves. It was 
the right location and community for them, 
so they agreed that if they could find a local 
renovator to update the home within their 
budget, they would put in an offer. A thorough 
search led them to Kevin and Laurie Blair 
of Alair Homes Collingwood, who would 
help them do just that.
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truly
TRANSITIONAL
A MOVE TO CREEMORE
WAS JUST ONE OF
MANY TRANSITIONS
FOR A NEWLY RETIRED
OAKVILLE COUPLE.

Barn beams give a focal point to the high ceiling in the kitchen, 
where black teardrop pendant lights cast interesting patterns 
through the pierced metal. OPPOSITE, TOP: A sitting area 
between the foyer and the kitchen introduces the owner’s heirloom 
needlepoint furniture. An expansive green arrangement from 
Flowers by Ms. Design complements the setting. BOTTOM: Kevin 
and Laurie Blair of Alair Homes Collingwood stand where the 
foyer’s dark tile floor transitions into hardwood and a barn board 
accent wall contrasts an heirloom storage chest.

Continued on page 92
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“The success of any project directly reflects on the clients,” says 
Kevin. “The Alair model caters to people who are involved every step 
of the way – and this couple fit that bill.” With a design plan in place, 
Alair dissected the project, identified required local trades, established 
fixed prices, then built and executed the schedule.

Signing off on each component of the project, the homeowners felt 
in control. “Alair’s structured company model and transparency were 
appealing,” they add. “It assured us of no surprises.” 

Taking possession in July 2016, the couple camped out in the 
basement as work started overhead. “I don’t know how they did it,” 
recalls Kevin. “But they had lived through renovations before, and even 
brought coffee to the trades.”

By mid-December, the newly transformed space was ready for 
a special family Christmas. “Working with Kevin and Alair was an 
incredible experience,” the couple adds. “Every trade sourced was a 
pleasure to deal with and delivered excellent quality and value.” 

To pull together the architectural and interior design elements, the 
couple called on Patricia deRonde of deRonde Interior Design. The 
designer worked with each supplier to ensure the homeowner’s vision 
was met. Cherished furniture, including twin beds from a childhood 
room, Norwegian artwork and family heirlooms were all incorporated 
into the plan. With each item measured, Patricia created spaces to 
expressly fit their existing furniture. 

Six glass lanterns hang in the dining room as a 
contemporary counterpart to the carved classical 
table. Place settings are resplendent with a seasonal 
centrepiece. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: The owners enjoyed 
Creemore Springs beer so much, they had a tap installed 
in the kitchen counter. TOP RIGHT: The owner’s curated 
collection of vases is displayed in the upper, glass-front 
cabinets of the kitchen. BOTTOM: Not only has this 
10-foot island hosted many gatherings, the natural 
Cambria quartz is ideal for pie preparation as it maintains 
a consistent temperature for rolling pastry.

Continued on page 94
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This five-bedroom, three-bathroom, 
bungalow-style home is all about hosting 
family and friends, blending traditional 
furnishings into a contemporary space in 
a true transitional style. A sauna, sunroom 
with hot tub, two wood-burning fireplaces 
and whole-home sound and technology 
system all contribute to the calming effect. 
The rear-facing master bedroom allows easy 
access to a private outdoor living space. All 
bedding and linens from Victorian Values 
in Creemore welcome guests with the 
promise of luxury and comfort. 

The kitchen is the hub of the home. 
A crowd-friendly 10-foot natural quartz 
island, installed by Elegant Solutions/
Cambria, was christened during a 
Cambria-hosted kitchen party for the 
homeowners and 22 friends. Quartz, 
gold-specked laundry room countertops 
are also by Cambria. Custom taupe cabinets 
were used in both rooms with dark 
panelled cabinets and a wooden range hood 
complementing the striking kitchen stone. 
The kitchen, laundry room and master 
closet were all done by Infinite Design 
Interiors. Exposed barn beams from AG 
Designs Co. add drama, while a wine 
fridge and in-counter Creemore Springs beer 
taps from Macdonald’s BrandSource 
Home Furnishings add fun and function. 

RIGHT: A pebble backsplash stretches 
across the master bath’s floating 
contemporary double vanities. An antique 
chair and rustic towel ladder blend old 
and new together. BELOW: The owners 
carefully considered lighting throughout 
the home, in particular ensuring that each 
of them would be comfortable reading in 
their live-edge master bed.

ABOVE: An existing brick 
fireplace was given an update 
with grey paint and a reclaimed 
beam mantel. RIGHT: The 
comfortable living room connects 
to the kitchen, dining room, foyer 
and backyard.

A barn board feature 
wal l contrasts with an 
antique wardrobe in the 
master walk-in closet.

Continued on page 96
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A blending of grey neutral-tone floor surfaces creates 
the transition from room to room. Existing ash flooring was 
refinished by Floorcrafters with a grey wash. They also 
used charcoal slate flooring and quality vinyl wood plank 
flooring in all five bedrooms. Floorcrafters also installed 
kitchen and laundry room backsplashes and completed 
work in all three bathrooms, including floor and shower 
tiles, pebble backsplash, two large frameless glass shower 
enclosures, a large soaker tub and wall-to-wall mirrors. 

Lighting, with room-to-room adjustment, was a focus 
for the homeowners. “We like to read at night and proper 
lighting is critical,” they explain. Eighty-eight recessed LED 
Lotis pot lights, some doubling as spotlights over artwork, 
serve this purpose. Thoughtfully selected unique pendant 
lights in the kitchen, dining room and bathrooms add to 
the overall aesthetic. All electrical work inside and out was 
done by DB Electric. 

LEFT: Benjamin Moore’s Lacey Pearl was used 
throughout the house and presents a soothing 
backdrop to this carved wood guest bedroom suite. 
TOP: A vessel tub in the main bathroom is topped with 
a trio of antique glass pendants that cast intriguing 
shadows on the ceiling. ABOVE: A powder room at 
the back of the home features a sink by Georgian Bay 
Custom Concrete as well as access to the sauna.

Continued on page 98

2295 SHORE LANE
• 3 bdrm., 2.5 bath, 1942 sq. ft.
• Executive custom built home
• Waterviews on quiet cul-de-sac
$949,900

7 JUNIPER CRT.
• 12 bdrm., 6.5 bath, 8801 sq. ft. fin.
• On 0.85 acre w/views to Blue Mountain
• Upscale, quality finishes throughout
$3,495,000
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1651 124 COUNTY RD.
5 bdrm., 5 bath, 4310 sq. ft. fin.
$1,590,000

125 SNOWBRIDGE WAY
7 bdrm., 7 bath, 5920 sq. ft. fin.
$1,795,000

100 HOLDSHIP CRT.
5 bdrm., 3 bath, 3121 sq. ft. fin.
$965,000

7975 POPLAR SR
8 bdrm., 3.5 bath, 5159 sq. ft. fin.
$1,590,000

107 NORTHMOUNT CRES.
4 bdrm., 3 bath, 2247 sq. ft.
$759,000

7631 36/37 NOTTAWASAGA SR
3 bdrm., 2.5 bath 2100 sq. ft.
$949,900
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The staircase leading to two second-level bedrooms 
was softened with a runner from Dean’s Carpet One 
Floor & Home and features custom stair rods by Iron 
Butterfly Blacksmithing.

Iron Butterfly also created iron closet rods, an exterior 
custom grate and vents as well as personalized gates that 
flank the driveway entrance. Large urns with plantings by 
Marcy Stewart of Flowers by Ms. Design welcome 
visitors at the driveway and front door and change 
seasonally. Marcy’s floral arrangements also add to seasonal 
touches inside. 

RIGHT: Upstairs, a guest bedroom is tranquillity at its best, tucked 
under the dormers. BELOW: Every bed in this home invites you to 
curl up in bedding from Victorian Values. This twin bed has extra 
meaning as it was passed on from the owner’s childhood home. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: In Victorian times, rods like these by Iron Butterfly 
Blacksmithing were installed so that the runner on the stairs could be 
easily shifted up or down to even out the wear and fading of a carpet.

Continued on page 100

www.simplycountryfurniture.ca
323 King St. Midland ON

705.526.7630

www.simplyhomefurnishings.com
900 King St. Unit B Midland ON

705.526.5678

Ashley Furniture • Décor-Rest • Magnussen • ELRAN

Ashley Furniture • Brentwood • Palliser • Superstyle

Two Great Reasons to Visit Mid land
We provide full delivery & set up!
Contact us for more information!

Open 7 Days A Week!

Canadian Manufacturer of Artisan Lighting, 
Furniture and Metal Art

705.735.4414
740 Huronia Rd. Unit 8, Barrie, ON L4N 6C6
northerniron@bellnet.ca | www.northerniron.ca
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Behind the home is a magnificent outdoor living and entertainment 
space, the work of Ian Grieve of Curbz Landscaping of Oakville. Ian 
(with family in Collingwood) and his team combined materials and 
patterns to create a custom stone patio to connect the cooking/bar area, 
outdoor cedar rain-head shower, lounge and dining spaces, fire pit and 
water feature. 

The homeowners have definitely transitioned well into their new 
country home and community. “We are loving our new lifestyle and still 
run, snowshoe, walk, and do yoga.” Laughing, they add, “some of our 
friends weren’t so sure about our move to such a rural, tranquil setting 
– now they’re anxious to book their next visit!”  OH

ABOVE: The design of the outdoor spaces are transitional as well. In the 
backyard, Curbz Landscaping created an outdoor kitchen and bar area on a 
textured stone patio, while the dining and lounge areas are done in smooth, 
large-format tiles. RIGHT: Flanking custom gates at the driveway entrance are 
impressive planters built by Home and Cottage Country Improvements with 
plantings by Flowers by Ms. Design.

4537 County Rd. 124, Collingwood
(Located inside GreenMarc Gardens

across from Bellbrae Animal Hospital)
705.445.7066   www.elainekettlewell.com

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE NOVEMBER 4th & 5th

OPEN Wednesday – Sunday  10am – 5pm

FLORALS • VINTIQUES • ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

519 922 2929  www.hackstone.ca519 922 2929  www.hackstone.ca

2017 WINNER2017 WINNER
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