
A
Her	stained-glass	transoms	by	Kara’s Stained Glass	hang	on	hooks	

rather	than	being	permanently	built	in.	They	were	designed	specifically	for	
her	home	and	style	(as	were	her	stained-glass	cabinet	panels)	but	also	so	she	
could	take	them	with	her	if	she	ever	chooses.

The	rest	of	Niki’s	home	is	equally	well	thought	out.	She	worked	with	the	
Heisler	Homes	team	over	the	course	of	six	months	to	choose	all	her	finishes,	
starting	with	hardwood	floors	from	Rushton	Flooring	(now	part	of	Brodrecht’s 
Flooring Canada)	and	working	through	cupboards,	counters,	doors	and	more.

“It	was	daunting	but	fun,”	she	says.	“Design	has	always	been	a	passion	of	
mine.	I	can	spend	hours	looking	at	Pinterest	and	Houzz.”

She	took	her	ideas	to	Heisler.	“We	work	together	to	create	a	custom	home	
while	being	open	to	changing	a	certain	plan	or	design	element,”	says	Tim 
Heisler,	president	of	Heisler	Homes.	“We	do	this	by	working	with	our	long-
standing	suppliers	to	make	our	customers’	visions	a	reality	while	completing	
their	homes	to	a	high	standard	for	them	to	enjoy	for	years	to	come.”

Some	of	those	suppliers	include	BnD Woodworking,	which	built	
Niki’s	kitchen	cabinets,	Fairway Lumber,	who	supply	Heisler’s	lumber,	
interior	trim	and	interior	doors	and	TA Appliances & Barbecues.	All	of	
the	plumbing	fixtures	in	the	home	were	purchased	through	Kastl & Zuch 
Plumbing & Heating Ltd.	and	the	drywall,	upstairs	and	down,	was	
installed	by	Cambridge Drywall Services Ltd.	

Although	Niki	Dal	Bello	has	no	intention	
of	moving	out	of	her	two-year-old	Heisler 
Homes	townhome	in	Waterloo’s	Carriage	
Crossing	neighbourhood,	she	knows	exactly	
what	she	would	take	with	her	if	she	did.

tailored
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TOP LEFT: A transom by Kara’s Stained Glass tops off the door to the powder room, 
which is visible at the top of the stairs from the foyer. LEFT: Homeowner Niki Dal Bello 
loved the process of building her home from start to finish. OPPOSITE, TOP: The open-
concept kitchen includes special touches, including a stained-glass cupboard door and 
an adjacent bar cart for entertaining. BOTTOM: Niki’s harvest table is always ready to 
welcome a hungry dinner crowd.

Continued on page 22

ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 5   |  2120  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 5

home & builder



Most	of	her	furniture	was	purchased	from	
Cornerstone Home Interiors,	although	
those	pieces	are	mixed	with	antiques	Niki	has	
collected	over	the	years.

It	was	important	to	Niki	that	the	exterior	
of	her	home	look	just	as	polished	as	the	
interior.	She	and	her	boyfriend	bought	stone	
from	Creative Landscape Depot	for	their	
walkways,	patio	and	backyard	landscaping.	
She	and	her	dad	planted	the	gardens	together.

Her	charming	back	deck,	accessible	from	
the	dining	area,	is	decorated	in	French-country	
style.	Niki	purchased	a	table	and	chairs	from	
Next Time Around	and	painted	and	antiqued	
them	to	achieve	the	look.	She	topped	it	all	off	
with	outdoor	curtains	her	mom	made	for	her	
and	painted	accessories	with	pops	of	colour.

Niki	was	born	and	raised	in	Cambridge	
but	was	looking	for	a	change	of	pace.	She	
poked	around	in	different	neighbourhoods	
in	Kitchener	and	Waterloo	until	she	came	
to	Carriage	Crossing.	Her	search	was	over:	
she	was	in	love.	Everything	about	the	area	
appealed	to	her.

“Carriage	Crossing	is	a	neighbourhood	
that	can	fit	the	needs	of	every	demographic,”	
says	Heisler.	Nearby	sports	and	recreation	
facilities	and	trails,	plus	new	local	businesses	
and	amenities	are	the	cherries	on	top	
of	quality	homes.

Now	Niki	is	close	to	St.	Jacobs	and	
everything	she	needs	in	Waterloo,	but	also	
to	her	father	in	Conestogo.	Niki	works	from	
home	a	lot,	so	she	had	the	freedom	to	choose	
the	location	of	her	home	(and	home	office)	
based	on	where	she	truly	wanted	to	live,	not	
necessarily	proximity	to	an	office.

Once	she	had	worked	on	all	the	bones	with	
Heisler,	it	was	time	to	decorate.	Niki	says	she	
went	back	and	looked	at	all	the	furniture	she	
already	owned,	“and	it	just	came	together	
beautifully.	I	just	buy	what	I	love	and	it	
fits	together.”

LEFT: Niki painted and distressed these wood chairs 
to match the table for her porch. BOTTOM LEFT: A 
fireplace in the living room, across from the kitchen, 
warms the whole main floor. BELOW: Niki’s dad gave 
this little chandelier to her Nana, who then passed 
it along to Niki about 20 years ago. Niki has since 
painted the brass bronze and white and displays it 
with a photo of her grandparents.  

TOP LEFT: Sconces 
and a chandelier 
make for the right 
balance of layered 
lighting around 
this soaker tub in 
the master bath. 
BOTTOM LEFT: The 
master bedroom is 
peaceful and calm in 
a palette of neutrals 
and dark wood. 
ABOVE: The wide 
cabinetry in the 
master bath offers 
plenty of storage 
and lots of space 
for getting ready in 
the morning.

Continued on page 24
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ASK THE EXPERT
OUR HOMES asks Tim Heisler, president of Heisler 
Homes, about building townhomes in Waterloo.

OH: What unique challenges are associated with 
building high-end townhomes?

Tim: Three questions 
come up a lot. One: 
the separating wall 
between units. We 
install party walls 
u s i ng  e igh t - i nch 
concrete blocks and 
acoustic drywall to 
ensure the lowest 
sound transmission. 
Two: light. Transoms, 
large glass doors and 
customizable interior 
lighting means even 

interior units are flooded with light. Finally: space. 
Our townhomes start at 1,890 square feet with a 
flowing open-concept design and plans that can 
include an “open to above” feature that doesn’t 
make you feel like you are in a townhome at all.

OH: How do you help homeowners balance beauty 
and function in their homes?

Tim: Our team includes experts on everything: 
kitchen cabinets to flooring, lighting, granite 
and more. They help homeowners with all their 
selections, taking into consideration both design 
tastes and lifestyle. Our customer liaisons help 
everyone manage their time and are always 
available to answer questions.

OH:  What advice do you have for people 
considering buying a custom home?

Tim:  Read and compare everything. Vis it  
tarion.com, it’s a great resource to compare 
builders’ experiences. Similarly, study your 
builder’s standard specs so you understand exactly 
what is included in your contract. One builder’s 
price may seem higher than another’s, but that 
may just mean they have included higher standard 
selections for you to choose from – meaning you 
would be spending less on upgrades. At Heisler, 
we work with you as a team to build your custom 
dream home, all while meeting our timelines to 
ensure you move in happily and on time.

In	her	basement,	the	style	is	a	little	more	
refined-rustic.	“We	call	it	the	cabin,”	says	Niki.	
The	feature	of	the	space	is	a	live	edge	black	
walnut	bar	top	from	The Timeless Material 
Co.	Angled	in	one	corner	of	the	room,	it	looks	
out	over	a	large	leather	sofa	from	Cornerstone	
Home	Interiors	and	a	fireplace	surrounded	by	
reclaimed	barn	board.	A	sliding	barn	door	made	
by	Homestead Woodworks Inc.	separates	
an	additional	bedroom	from	the	main	space.

She	may	only	have	lived	in	her	home	since	
2013	but	Niki	has	created	a	series	of	spaces	
that	feel	like	a	well-edited	space	created	over	
many	more	years.	It	feels	like	home.		OH

ABOVE: This live-
edge bar top is the 
entertaining – and 
style – hub of the 
basement, which 
Niki lovingly refers 
to as “the cabin.” 
BELOW: Warm and 
rustic, this basement 
is anything but 
cold. A sliding barn 
door leads to an 
extra bedroom.

lighting

THINKING OF GIVING

299 Manitou Drive, Kitchener
519.893.8687

www.blindsareus.ca

YOUR HOME
A NEW LOOK?
COME IN FOR SOME EXPERT ADVICE

No INTEREST
No PAYMENTS

for 6 months OAC
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