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gem

The exterior brims with details; from the charming porch to 
the intricate trim work. TOP RIGHT: Curved balusters and 
decorative brackets create an eye-catching staircase. RIGHT: 
Spectacular glass doors open to a view of the dining room 
and conservatory.
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front porch are but a few of the home’s 
extraordinary features. In fact, it was on a 
fateful leisurely walk 15 years ago that they 
noticed a sale sign on the lawn. Clive recalls: “I 
had always loved that particular house. Right 
away I said, ‘Wow! I want to buy it!’” 

Although the house needed extensive 
renovation and upgrades, the couple was 
undeterred. The restoration was a hands-
on process and started with gutting the 
interior. Quarter sawn oak herringbone floors 
were installed, intricate plaster mouldings 
recreated and newels on the majestic floating 
staircase refinished. A new basement was 
dug out and expertly finished with a light-
filled family room, bedroom, en suite, office, 
den and workshop.

Most importantly, the home’s heritage was 
respected every step of the way. Each decision 
– from matching the extension’s masonry with 
reclaimed brick, replicating the double-hung 
windows, selecting period mantels, light 

WWhen a home boasts four 
storeys and almost 10,000 sq. ft. of impeccably-
restored Victorian details, one might presume 
that it’s a period mansion to be admired but 
not inhabited. In the case of this red brick 
beauty, just steps from the lake in Olde 
Oakville, quite the opposite is true. This house 
is much more than a just a pretty facade. It is a 
home designed to be lived in and enjoyed; each 
and every beautiful inch of it.

Clive and Hilary raised their three 
now-grown children in this seven-bedroom 
homestead, and they recall with nostalgia 
how it was used from top to bottom by all 
members of the family, including their border 
collie, Havoc. With a live-in housekeeper 
and guests visiting regularly from across the 
pond, the house often accommodated extras 
and continues to be the setting for celebratory 
gatherings, both large and small.

Although they’re now empty nesters, their 
home continues to get plenty of use. “I’m used 
to living in a big house and I love having lots 
of space, so all the rooms are still used. If I 
want to read a book and it’s a nice sunny day, I 
may go into the conservatory, but if it’s a cold 
winter night, I’m probably by the fire in the 
family room in the lower level. It all depends 
on what mood we’re in. That’s the great thing 
about this house: someplace for every mood.”

Oakville residents who stroll by the 
lake all know this stately Victorian. “The 
Marlatt House” – named for the original 
owner in 1888 – is hard to miss thanks to 
its prime corner location and stunning 
exterior. Gingerbread fretwork, wrought-
iron decoration, antique brickwork, leaded 
glass windows, copper eaves and a charming 

fixtures, hardware and trims – was given the 
utmost care. The authentic period finishings 
include a mix of custom-made reproductions 
and refurbished antiques. Passionate about 
getting everything perfect, the owners 
spared no expense nor effort. “We hunted 
for a long time in many countries around 
Europe and North America to find just the 
right architectural pieces,” Clive says. “It was 
complicated to get it right, but none of it felt 
like a burden.” The whole project, which took 
two years, was a veritable labour of love.

Besides restoring the mansion to its 
original appearance, they also focused on 
functionality. The residence boasts new 
plumbing, HVAC, electrical and security 
systems. Modernity meets history especially 

TOP LEFT: The well-placed dining room provides 
easy access to the cosy living room and sunny 
conservatory. LEFT: Floor-to-ceiling windows and a 
skylight provide a panoramic view to the outside. 

LEFT: The renovated kitchen still exudes a 
vintage vibe with moulding details and the 
continuation of the herringbone floor. BELOW: 
Red and gold details create an elegant yet 
relaxed living room.

Continued on page 40
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well in the gourmet kitchen. It has a vintage 
look, yet the Butler & Fields handcrafted 
cabinetry, La Conche range, Thermador ovens, 
Sub-Zero appliances, and granite countertops 
would delight the most discerning 
contemporary chef. 

Even the home’s elevator, a modern marvel 
of engineering, has been smartly dressed up 
with antique controls, seat, and telephone, and 
clad with fine oak panelling. Stepping into it, 
you get the feeling that you’ve left Oakville and 
entered a fine old London hotel.

Clive’s favourite feature? The tower at 
the front of the house. “It’s spectacular. I love 
the way you can look up from the basement 
right to the very top of it.” Another favourite 
is the sunny conservatory off the dining room. 
Its expanse of floor-to-ceiling windows, 
curved stained-glass transoms and french 

doors looking out onto the courtyard make 
it a notable highlight in a home with so 
many highlights.

En route to the second floor is another bit 
of history: an original stained-glass window 
depicting what the Marlatt children called 
“The Apple Lady.” On the upper levels, each 
bedroom has its own unique character and 
boasts a private luxury en suite. Especially 
sumptuous is the huge master retreat with 
its lake views, tray ceiling, marble fireplace 
and spacious dressing room outfitted with 
mahogany cabinetry. On the same level is a 
spacious guest suite with an original wood-
burning fireplace. The third level was the 
former domain of the children and houses 
three bedrooms plus a comfy lounge area with 
a lantern skylight.

Clive and Hilary will soon be moving, but 

it’s without reservation. “We’re ready for the 
next chapter.” 

“I look at beautiful houses every day but 
at the end of the day, they all blend together. 
None of them are as distinctive or memorable 
as Dunn St.,” says Alex Irish of Avis & Irish 
Realty, the couple’s real estate agent. “I have 
had countless people tell me it’s their favourite 
house in town and the number of phone calls 
and hits we get online more than proves it. It’s 
the house that everyone admires!”

Confident they won’t miss their fabulous 
house, Clive and Hilary explain it like this: 
“All those great family memories are in lots 
of photos and in our heads. And as long as 
we’re still living in this area we will still get to 
admire the house every time we stroll by.”  OH 

LEFT: Plenty of windows flood the large 
master bedroom with light and provide 
a view of the lake. BELOW LEFT: The 
pretty bedroom is made charming with 
soft pink accents. BELOW: Architectural 
interest in the bedroom is enhanced with 
slanted rooflines.

Interior Doors & Wood Trim

36-6415 Northwest Drive
Mississauga, ON   L4V 1X1

Tel (905) 908-0035
answers@vsmc.ca

Defining your home’s interior is an expression of your lifestyle—
you want it to be unique, but it also has to be functional. Let 
our design team guide you through the process; whether it be 
cabinetry, lighting and furniture, or window treatments and 
colour consultation, we take the guess work out of making your 
house your home.

Transforming homes in the Halton Region for over years

Visit our 7200 sq ft 2 storey showroom located 194 Main St. East, Beautiful Downtown Milton  |  (905) 876-4922  |  www.bergsmaspaint.com

Bergsma's half F14_ad2.indd   1 14-08-08   10:29 AM

40  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 4

feature


