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This is the fourth house that Linda, owner 
of Into Interiors Inc., has designed for 
her family. A former critical care nurse, she 
returned to school to study interior design. 
Perhaps her nursing experience is what makes 
her seemingly unflappable. After all, designing 
your family’s 8,000 sq. ft. home from the 
ground up while continuing to serve a roster 
of clients is not for the faint of heart. 

Linda worked with contractor Dave 
Lederer of Glen Oak Homes Ltd. “Dave is 
fantastic,” Linda says. “He jumped in to pinch 
hit for us after we experienced setbacks with 
the original team. He’s a stickler for deadlines 
and a perfectionist when it comes to quality 
workmanship. His trades people are talented 

and reliable. Typically, he takes on only one 
custom home at a time which translates 
into a very high level of customer service.” 
Particularly pleasing to Linda and husband Pat 
were cost saving avenues Dave suggested that 
took nothing away from the building’s quality.

Frequent travellers to Europe, the couple 
wanted a home wrapped in old-world 
elegance and the architectural permanence 
that is a European hallmark. The French 
Country exterior was given Canadian 
character with a mix of Owen Sound and 
Kingston ledgerock, woodgrain and Indiana 
Rustic Rubble. Atlantic Masonry’s hand-
faced stone edges achieve the old-world effect. 
The slate roof, quarried in Northern Quebec 

At the end of a winding cobblestone driveway sits 
lakeside living at its finest. “Who needs a cottage 
in Muskoka when we have this wonderful oasis with 
private access to the lake at the end of the garden?” 
says homeowner, Linda Martinus-Naccarato. 

RETREAT

Continued on page 26

The resort-like feel of the backyard oasis 
is a wonderful space to relax and unwind. 
OPPOSITE: The peaceful view stretches 
out to the lake.
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and installed by Roof Tile Management 
Inc., is unique and meant to last 100 years. 
Windows clad in Douglas fir in a modified 
trefoil arch were installed by Loewen and 
showcase Linda’s mullion design. Leaded 
glass panels in the entrance door are a replica 
of those in the couple’s former Vancouver 
home. Beautiful landscaping was installed 
and now maintained by Devine Image 
Lawn Maintenance.

The home is a design showpiece, yet it 
manages to remain a family home with lived-in 
appeal. Achieving such balance is an art, one 
Linda has mastered. Lighting from Gerrie 
Lighting Studio adorns much of the space. 
Plaster crown mouldings by Petra Design Inc. 
grace every room. Custom railings designed 
by Linda were manufactured by Artistic Iron 
Works. Upstairs, the barrel-vault ceiling 
was given a luminous faux-finish by local 
artist, Michelle Wenger of Up The Wall. 
An exquisite hand-cut plaster rosette border 
delineates the ceiling. “You have to decide 
where to spend and where to save,” says Linda. 
“Custom baseboards are extremely expensive, 
so I mixed stock baseboards with stock shoe 
mouldings achieving a custom look without 
the high price.” 

In the kitchen and adjoining family 
room, a bank of windows offers panoramic 
views of the lake. Ceilings soar to 22 feet, 
but in the kitchen the 9 foot height ensures 
intimacy. Off-white maple cabinets crafted 
by Acorn Cabinets and installed by 
DeBoer Cabinetry feature a custom glaze, 
which Linda dubs “latté.” Patinated bronze 
hardware and lower storage with a furniture 
feel enhance the old-world aesthetic. The 
eye is drawn to Linda’s stunning hand-
sculpted medallion centred in the natural 
stone backsplash. A bricolage of bronze, 
stone and Tantrum shattered-glass tiles, 
hand-made by Sonoma Tilemakers, converge 
around a French floral motif. Cambria quartz 
countertops provide durability. “We like to 
live in our house, not tiptoe around worrying 
about stains and scratches,” says Linda. The 
eating surface is distressed Canadian cherry, 
a complement to the cherry hardwood. The 
floor’s distressed matte finish is v-grooved 

TOP: The open-concept custom kitchen is an extension of the main living 
space, with integrated appliances, deep crown mouldings and a custom 
latté-inspired glaze on the cabinets. LEFT: An island with a custom black finish 
and burnished brown highlights is a wonderful extension of the countertop. 
ABOVE: The dining room exudes old-world charm with rich woods and plenty 
of detail in the millwork.

RIGHT: Designer Linda 
Martinus-Naccarato. BELOW: 
Architectural elements abound, 
like the dramatic ceiling beams, 
two-storey stone fireplace and 
stunning barrel-vault ceiling.

Continued on page 28
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with a black wash to emphasize the 
wood’s movement.

Off the kitchen, cosy paisley chairs sit in 
front of a bricked hearth. “My dad made the 
coffee table. I love to incorporate nostalgia 
into my designs. If a sentimental piece doesn’t 
work in a room but my client loves it, I’ll 
refinish it or change the colour to make it 
work, whatever it takes,” she laughs. Linda 
feels that it is important to incorporate 
nostalgic elements in a client’s home to create 
the warmth and personality of a space and to 
reflect a client’s individuality.

In the family room, large neutral sofas and 
thoughtful accents maintain the scale of the 
magnificent floor-to-ceiling stone mantel.  

The red wine hue of Raphael on the walls 
which Linda terms “a foodie colour,” sets 
the tone for the dining room. It’s a velvety 
backdrop for three Victor Santos still lifes. 
Raised-panel wainscotting lends formality. 
The silky faux-finish on the ceiling’s damask 
rose motif inlay is a design element continued 
from the hall. The colour of the Colin 
Campbell rug was lifted from the colourful 
needlepoint rug in the music room.

The main floor master is a spa-like 
sanctuary. Its subtle nautical theme plays on 

Continued on page 30

A dramatic 
vaulted ceiling 
and painted inlay 
radiate opulence 
in the music 
room. LEFT: The 
glass coffee table 
once graced 
Linda’s parents’ 
home and is now 
in vogue again.  
BELOW: The wine 
press that was 
once Nonno’s is 
now integrated 
in the wine 
cellar’s décor.
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the lake views. The bedroom suite is Canadian 
cherry wood. Whenever possible, Linda 
insists on buying Canadian. Linen wingback 
chairs from Anderson Carpet and Home 
and a hand-knotted Barbara Barry wool and 
silk rug from Kravet add texture. The choice 
of English floral watercolours was influenced 
by the greenery of the gardens that feather the 
windows. “In the en suite, Pat and I wanted 
that end-of-the-week feeling on a Monday 
morning,” says Linda. Crema Fedora marble 
floors from Olympia Tile are heated. His-
and-hers Kohler sinks are set into Waverton 

Cambria countertops, and nickel hardware 
from Top Knobs accents the walnut cabinetry 
by DeBoer Cabinetry. 

“Designing this house was a crazy but 
marvelous 12 months,” Linda laughs. “I used to 
wake up at night and jot down design ideas. 
It’s our dream home and Pat and I have no 
intention of building another. It’s also a dream 
we like to share, so our home is a gathering 
spot for friends and family in all seasons. And 
that’s just how we planned it!” For now, her 
creative energy is channelled into designing 
dream homes for her clients.  OH

LEFT: The master bedroom is a serene 
escape to rest and relax. BELOW: Nothing is 
forgotten in the master en suite where rich 
custom cabinetry complements the marble 
floors. BOTTOM: Mullioned windows create a 
beautiful backdrop for the tub.
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CUSTOM BEDDING & DRAPERY ALSO AVAILABLE

Visit Our Showroom 

4280 HARVESTER ROAD, BURLINGTON

Hours of Operation: Monday – Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-5

905-336-5341
www.blindadvantage.ca
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