
“We looked at it on Friday and bought it on Monday,” Jeff says. 
The home’s location offered walk-to-work convenience to 
their business, Bergsma’s Paint & Décor on Main Street.

Jeff’s brother Pete got involved in the process right away. 
With his construction background, he knew what could be done 
and what needed to be done with the home. Some projects had 
to be completed immediately, before the Bergsmas could move 
in. Support columns and ceiling beams were added to address 
structural concerns and to define the space. 

The most recent renovation took six months to complete 
and was finished in early 2010. Sara’s expertise as a designer 
allowed her to envision a home that honours the past while 
providing beauty in the present. A true visionary, she 
knew exactly what the home would look like before it was 
completed. “A designer designing her own home is one of the 
hardest things to do,” says Sara. She was fortunate to be able 
to collaborate with her mother who is also a designer.

The Bergsmas worked with Brian Klien-Geltink, owner 
of Benchmark Construction Ltd. and collaborated daily 
with him throughout the process. Sara says it’s important to 
spend time on the preliminary design. The process should not 
be rushed, as it will save grief later on.
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When Jeff and Sara Bergsma 

purchased their historical 1857 Milton 
home 15 years ago, it was a definite 
fixer-upper. With a passion for older 
homes and a desire to live in the 
mature part of town, Jeff and Sara 
were able to envision the possibilities 
that the home, with its wonderful 
large lot, presented. 
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A HISTORICAL

BEAUTY

The main floor is a 
symphony of colours and 
textures that create a truly 
one-of-a-kind space.
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Jeff and Sara also worked with local historical architect Brian 
Williams, whose input was invaluable. “That, in my opinion, is worth 
its weight in gold,” says Sara. A good historical architect will take into 
account the nature and age of the home with respect to details, trim, 
size of windows and embellishments. Sara considers the style of their 
home to be transitional. Though traditional touches can be found, 
there’s no hint of modern. “To take a historical home and put in a 
modern flair just felt too cold to us.”

The Bergsma family quickly outgrew the space that the original 
home offered. A single bathroom in the home was the tipping point. 
“We could never have stayed without doing the extension,” Sara says. 
With three growing girls, a strong sense of hospitality and the need for 
office space at home, they wanted an addition. “The house was really 
chopped up originally and our goal was to open it up and make it more 
functional,” Jeff says. The impractical formal dining room became a 
usable office space tucked in beside the comfortable family room. “For 
an open-concept space, we really use every inch of the home,” adds Sara.

Lighting throughout the home is not just functional, it’s art. Pot 
lights and pendants in the kitchen make a statement while providing 
a warm, inviting glow and a well-lit workspace. Williams suggested 
adding skylights in the upper-floor ceiling and assured Jeff and Sara 
that they wouldn’t be visible from outside. The effect is airy and 
unexpected. Hunter Douglas Silhouettes on the windows by Golden 
Windows Ltd. create soft lighting throughout the home and offer 
protection from the sun.

Well-chosen features create a feeling of history, elegance and 
style without feeling pretentious. The five-piece baseboards, 
crown moulding and original doorframes have been replicated 
to honour the history of the home and add to the wow-factor. 
Stately eight-foot solid core doors and nine-foot ceilings evoke a 
bygone era.

The kitchen is truly the heart of the Bergsmas’ home and Sara’s 
favourite space. Each member of the family has an individual 
workspace and there is plenty of room to share meals or hang out. 
They can easily accommodate 20-to-30 people around their table 
and islands when they entertain. 

Sara’s transitional style is evident in the kitchen, with its 
clean lines and lived-in, homey feel. An exotic cherry engineered 
hardwood floor creates a pleasing contrast to the cabinets and 
quartz countertops. The soft tones of Shaker, a colour from the 
C2 line of paint, enhances the cabinets and blends into the crown 
moulding and ceiling. Continued on page 40

OPPOSITE TOP: Custom built-ins make use of every inch of the living 
room space. The fireplace mantel provides a beautiful focal point. 
OPPOSITE BOTTOM: Jeff and Sara realized their vision for the home with 
a little hard work and an excellent design sense. THIS PAGE: The kitchen 
features multiple islands and workspaces and provides plenty of space for 
the family to spread out or host large gatherings comfortably.
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Jeff and Sara’s three daughters have added their own style 
and personality to their bedrooms. Each room has its own flair, 
whether it be interesting rooflines that add character, window 
seats with integrated storage or built-in bookcases.

The whole home exudes warmth and beauty, but never at the 
expense of function. The combined mudroom and laundry room 
is a perfect example. Created from space that was previously 
part of the garage, it provides much-needed storage space that 
this historical home just didn’t have. Bench seating, hooks for 
jackets and backpacks and cubbies with wicker baskets help 
keep the clutter out of the living space. The durable cork floor in 
a checkerboard pattern is a showstopper, and a perfect union of 
beauty and function. “Cork is a fabulous renewable resource, so 
you can use as much as you want and it continues to replenish 
itself,” Sara says. 

The Bergsmas’ home is a study in creating functional, usable 
spaces while never compromising the style, beauty or comfort of 
a home. “There is good value placed on function first,” Sara says. 
“You can make anything look pretty.”  OH

TOP LEFT: The master bedroom is a relaxed retreat with 
a soft upholstered headboard and fun accents like beachy 
bedding. TOP RIGHT: Each of the girls bedrooms are 
infused with their distinctive and unique personalities. 
BOTTOM LEFT: The tranquil feeling continues in the 
master en suite with simple yet elegant finishes. 

Defining your home’s interior is an expression of your 
lifestyle—you want it to be unique, but it also has to be 
functional. Let our design team guide you through the process; 
whether it be cabinetry, lighting and furniture, or window 
treatments and colour consultation, we take the guess work 
out of making your house your home.

Transforming homes in the Halton Region for over years

Visit our 7200 sq ft 2 storey showroom located 194 Main St. East, Beautiful Downtown Milton  |  (905) 876-4922  |  www.bergsmaspaint.com
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