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BEACH HOUSE

SStewart Young knew Georgian Bay was 
home the moment his car crested a Midland hill 12 years ago and sparkling 
water dotted with islands appeared. “I drove over the hill and I was 
smitten,” Stewart says. “Since 1974 my hometown had been Vancouver 
and when I came over the hill and looked out – saw the walkway, the 
slight elevation, the hills in the distance and the water – I thought, this 
is mini-Vancouver. It’s got all the components; it’s just that everything’s 
scaled down.”

Stewart and his wife Allanah thoroughly enjoy the small town pace, 
as a kitchen sign pointing south to the “rat race” attests. When they first 
transitioned from city life to Midland, they purchased a home across the 
street from the water, with a forested backyard, but the avid boaters and 
sea kayakers made the move to waterfront last year. A trail, steps from 
their home, hugs the waterfront and provides a spectacular view for 

Stewart as he bikes – although he laughingly admits the view is a little too 
distracting at times and points to several healing injuries from a recent 
head-over-handlebars spill when he missed a jog in the trail.

While the waterfront home was ideally located, they found its décor 
too traditional and dark, with narrow hallways and french doors leading 
from room to room. So began an extensive 10-month renovation overseen 
by Prycon Custom Building and Renovations Inc. Stewart says his 
contractor “Matt Pryce is a great guy with a great company and I want 
to mention Chris McNabb, who did most of the onsite work himself, 
and Brett Hodges as well.” Starting literally from the ground up with 
amazing new vinyl tile in the basement, the couple also repurposed many 
of the existing fixtures and cabinets, incorporating them elsewhere in 
the home. They also enlisted the services of Lindsay Schultz Kitchens 
& Cabinetry Ltd. to design the new kitchen, the dressing room off the 
master bedroom all the bathrooms. 

VIBE
Continued on page 78

This Midland waterfront home went from dark and 
dated to bright and beachy after a 10-month renovation. 
OPPOSITE: The Youngs adore living on the water’s edge 
and have created beautiful gardens, multi-level decks 
and a play area for their two Golden Retrievers.
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Old kitchen cabinets found new life in the basement storage room 
and extra kitchen; the original six-foot bathtub Allanah found too 
big upstairs is now nestled in the lower bathroom. New exterior 
doors and windows were added but old windows were salvaged and 
relocated to spots that needed more light, like the dressing room. 
These changes necessitated a complete re-do of the home’s exterior 
stucco, so the couple updated the old blue-grey colour to a warmer grey, 
with undertones of brown, and cream accents. The new landscaping, 
including washed grey tumbled-stone patios and walkways front and 
back, was done by Outdoor Living Landscapes.

Interior walls were removed to completely open up the space. Now, 
white-washed tones, wood slat ceilings and the extensive use of natural 
material (like rattan from Napoleon Home Comfort) inside the open 
concept living room/kitchen area give a first impression of sun-kissed 
beach and airy light. “We said we wanted a beach house theme with open 
ceiling beams, which Matt created,” says Stewart. “Not having a designer 
we kind of just decided things on the fly, and that was fun.” 

In fact, the couple did face dubious questions about their use of multiple 
textures on walls, countertops, backsplashes and other surfaces but in 
the end, everyone had to admit that the couple was bang on with their 
design choices. “Our contractor thought we’d gone too far with too many 
textures and then when it came together he said he really liked it,” Stewart 
says. Allanah adds, “He thought it was a bit over the top with the stone 
and the crystals but it works.” The icy ledger stone with corner chrome 
pieces from Tileworks on the central pillar works with the stainless steel 
appliances from Barber & Haskill and the Red Oak Castello engineered 
floor from North Country Wood Floors is built to withstand the antics 
of the couple’s two Golden Retrievers; the distressed look also helps hide 
the inevitable shedding hairs.

LEFT: This front door is amazing. The door and the sidelight open to 
a Phantom screen. BELOW: Lindsay Schultz designed and installed a 
kitchen with her signature white cabinetry with a contrasting mocha 
island and Silestone counters. 

Continued on page 81
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In the kitchen, Lindsay Schultz’s signature white cabinetry is offset 
by earth-toned Silestone countertops and narrow rectangular glass 
backsplash pieces. Allanah says, “We liked the white theme because we 
found it kind of beachy and we’d always had oak or maple before.” Stewart 
adds that they chose a driftwood colour for the stain on the beadboard 
of the large kitchen island to provide contrast and enhance the warm 
white cabinets because “it ties in really nicely with the beach theme.” 
Five comfy leather barstools from Liquigator Inc., owned by Susan Poole 
in Port McNicoll, tuck under the island and provide an ideal gathering 
spot for guests.

ABOVE: Prycon Custom Building and Renovations Inc. guided the entire reno, 
opening up the space to create a bright and airy interior. The fireplace from 
Napoleon Home Comfort provides a light show and warmth on a chilly night. 
FAR LEFT: Stewart and Allanah love the look of their contemporary interior 
doors. LEFT: A powder room has a vessel sink and a waterfall tap. 

Continued on page 82

The open living space offers several 
seating areas with a spectacular 
view of the water. These chairs are 
from Simply Country.
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The couple also repurposed a couple of chairs in the master bedroom, 
enlisting Wilkinson’s Upholstery to update the classic seats in a 
cheery print perfect for one of the couple’s two cats to snooze upon, and 
a dark sofa from Simply Country provides ample seating to enjoy the 
waterscape. DeCola Windows & Doors Inc. designed all the windows 
and doors in rectangular geometric shapes to enhance the simplicity of 
the beach house décor and the couple particularly like the front door 
sidelight that functions like a door; all doors feature retractable screens 
by Phantom.

The master bedroom is 
at the back of the home 
with a walk-out to a deck. 
Lindsay Schultz designed a 
his-and-her dressing area 
between the bedroom and 
the beautifully appointed 
en suite.

Continued on page 84
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The bathrooms were also designed by Lindsay Schultz and the couple 
purchased all the fixtures from Bathworks in a whirlwind two-hour spree. 
The lighting throughout enhances the look and the wave design fireplace 
off the kitchen is Crystallo, also from Napoleon Home Comfort. Blinds 
throughout the house are Mandalay from Lalonde Window Coverings.

Instead of the usual wooden or wrought-iron railings, the couple chose 

a solid frosted glass enclosure with a clear-coated metal handrail for their 
staircase – the frosted glass provided by Prycon matches the insets in all 
closet doors. 

This is the couple’s first autumn on the waterfront and they look 
forward to adapting their beach house décor for the colder months in their 
very own mini-Vancouver.  OH

The exterior of the house has all new 
windows from DeCola Windows & Doors 
Inc. and decks and landscaping from 
Outdoor Living Landscapes. Stewart 
and Allanah did a lot of the planting 
themselves. The view is picture-perfect!
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