
The modern timber-frame home is perched on the 
edge of a rocky bay on a lake near Coldwater.

Fresh Start
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BBlending contemporary 
style with traditional 
touches, and fitting both 
seamlessly into a beautiful 
dwelling perched on the 
edge of a rocky bay was a 
challenge Debbie and Don 
Ford handled easily. Both 
seasoned home renovators 
and builders, they worked 
with Bert Bongers of 
CedarCoast Timber Homes 
to create a thoroughly 
modern timber-frame 
home. “CedarCoast was 
a pleasure to work with, 
very accessible and the 
timbers are top quality,” 
says Debbie. 

With exterior stain Mystic Black by  
Trans Canada Wood Products Ltd., 
granite skirting by Muskoka Rock and 
imitation slate by Watt Roofing, the home 
nestles unobtrusively into the waterscape. 
Beautiful flat stones, salvaged from the 
blasting done for the foundation, make up the 
exterior patio and stairs off the kitchen.

Debbie and Don, avid boaters originally 
from Montreal, say the spot on a lake just 
outside of Coldwater is ideal because their 
adult children live near Toronto, making it 
only about an hour’s drive to visit. Debbie 
adds they’re lucky because “it’s hard to find 

waterfront and not have to drive miles and 
miles and miles.”

They purchased the property and tore 
down an existing house, starting their 
own build about a-year-and-a-half ago. 
They received an unexpected offer on their 
home near the city and ended up living on 
their boat for six months during the build. 
When it started snowing, they moved into 
the boathouse. 

Determined to host Christmas for 
extended family, they moved in on December 
23. That afternoon, guests started to arrive, the 
tree was trimmed and they celebrated their 

Continued on page 32

TOP LEFT: Debbie and Don lived on their 
boat during the construction of their new 
home until the snow forced them to retreat to 
the boathouse. FAR LEFT: Large 
custom windows frame the incredible view of 
the lake. LEFT: The couple’s son Ken Ford
built the home’s glass-and-iron railings. 
ABOVE: An open floor plan and
selective furnishings help create a stylish 
balance in this modern-rustic retreat. 
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black line against the timbers. We had to find 
windows we wanted that passed the Canadian 
rating and it wasn’t easy.” Denis Zigante’s Just 
Aluminum took on the challenge of installing 
the windows with a high enough rating for 
Canadian winters.

Debbie’s millwright son Ken Ford 
constructed the home’s sleek glass and iron 
railings; his company, KLF Millwright, 
is based in King City. She says, “He does 
beautiful work and we’re very proud of him.”

Porcelain tile over radiant heat ensures a 
cosy feel in the lower family room and guest 
bedroom. Lots of storage in the laundry room 
provides space for snowmobile gear during 
snow season. The family room opens to the 
waterfront and the guest bath is a short 
distance from the door to ensure a swimmer’s 
sandy feet are quickly cleaned. 

The main floor powder room’s vanity is 
a nod to tradition and also to the couple’s 
Montreal roots – they picked it up from an 
antique shop near Château Montebello before 
the house was even built. The trim and doors, 
from the West End Series, are from Barrie 
Trim and Mouldings. The doors boast a 
spare, clean pattern that unifies the modern 
look throughout. The trim and doors are 
painted Dove White by Benjamin Moore and 
the walls are Revere Pewter, a popular grey.

first holiday in the new residence. “We had 20 
people here for a week, it was a good way to 
christen the house,” Debbie says. 

The wood-burning Belgian Stûv fireplace, 
faced with honed Eramosa limestone from 
Maxwell Stone, was the last thing to be 
constructed. With firewood tucked beneath 
the hearth, the limestone face soars to meet 
the ceiling timbers in the two-storey great 
room. Debbie says lighting the great room was 
a challenge until they came up with the idea 
to install LED strips along the timbers. “It’s 
beautiful at night, a nice warm glow, ” she says.

The west-facing balcony off their bedroom 

guarantees many spectacular sunsets. Debbie 
says, “I love my bedroom. It’s quiet and not 
cluttered and I love waking up and looking 
out the window and seeing the lake.” The 
same sunsets sometimes dazzle diners 
around the kitchen table, a problem solved by 
lowering discreet fabric blinds by Cindy Blair 
of Blair Interiors & Window Fashions. 
The sleek live-edge dining table is made from 
walnut by James Peglar of Plank to Table 
Design in Barrie.

The windows throughout were hard to 
source. “We didn’t want white vinyl and we 
didn’t want wood and we really liked a clean 

Continued on page 34

The Belgium Stûv fireplace has a stunning floor-
to-ceiling honed Eramosa limestone surround. 
RIGHT: A  floating vanity and a glass shower with 
a river-rock floor make this guest en suite a treat. 
LEFT: The second level is open to the main floor 
below. There are two bedrooms upstairs, each 
with an en suite, separated by a lounge. The 
Fords used LED lighting in the rafters. 
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Debbie loves to cook with daughter Ashley in her kitchen, designed and 
installed by Lindsay Schultz Custom Kitchens & Cabinetry Ltd. The dove 
white upper cabinets balance the walnut lowers with a driftwood glaze. 
The stainless steel wraparound range hood is stunning and sets off the 
escarpment marble backsplash.  

The centrepiece of the home is definitely the kitchen. Debbie loves 
to cook, especially with her daughter Ashley, who shares her mother’s 
passion for food. 

Debbie says Ashley is a wonderful cook and she cherishes their 
time together in the kitchen, often cooking together for their large 
extended family. 

While Debbie and Don made all decisions regarding materials, 
colours, room flow and design, Debbie says, “When it came to the 
kitchen I needed an expert.” She contacted Lindsay Schultz of 
Lindsay Schultz Kitchens & Cabinetry Ltd. and says, “As soon as I 
talked with Lindsay I knew it was going to be a perfect fit.”

Lindsay agrees: “Yes, I knew right away that we were going to be 
a great team. We fed off each other’s enthusiasm and design ideas.” 
Lindsay adds that, after 10 years in the business, she has found an 
efficient way to ask questions that quickly gets to the heart of a client’s 
needs and wishes. “I like sharing thoughts and ideas with them to get 
their reactions, which also helps me understand how much I can push 
the envelope with design.” Continued on page 38
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ABOVE, RIGHT & BELOW LEFT: The master 
bedroom and en suite are sleek, stylish and 
contemporary. BOTTOM RIGHT: Another main floor 
bedroom has spectacular views of the lake.
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Debbie described her vision for the 
Fords’ home – cottage style mixed with 
modern elements – which is one of Lindsay’s 
favourite combinations. Lindsay says, “I 
wanted a transitional feel, something that 
pushed modern design but cautiously, as the 
kitchen was sitting surrounded by knotted 
wood floors and fir beams. This is where the 
driftwood walnut-base cabinets and island 
came into play. They played beautifully off of 
the modern door style we chose and clean, 
warm-white upper cabinets. The modern-style 
stainless range hood was a simple, sleek way 
to push the modern back into the mix. The 
backsplash speaks for itself – rough-cut stone 
to give the whole kitchen a nod to nature.”

This Christmas, the family will gather 
again in the kitchen and the season promises 
to be a bit less hectic and even more joyous. 
The Fords recently received news that a new 
grandchild will arrive on December 25. OH

TOP: The sitting area upstairs connects two guest rooms, 
each with their own en suite. LEFT: The full and spacious 
bathroom on the lower level is used to freshen up after 
a day on the water. ABOVE: The ample and bright room 
makes doing laundry a breeze.

STAIRS • RAILINGS • BARN BOARD
SUPPLY • INSTALL

20 Mills Road, Barrie, Units L & M
705-733-9292

Open Monday to Friday 8am–5pm
www.stairhaus.com

@stairhaus_inc

www.simcoehomeconstruction.ca

705-331-4946
See website for homes available.
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