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major appliances • gas fireplaces • barbecues • central vacs • more!

42 Caplan Ave., Barrie
705-719-1390 

(Also in BrAntford And KitChener)
Monday to friday 9-9, saturday 9-6, sunday 11-5

Restaurant inspired 
appliances for your home.

Visit tA today  for a comprehensive preview.

Appliances that offer the look and feel of a modern stainless steel restaurant kitchen, 
combined with the latest cooking advantages enjoyed by top chefs. Ge Café inspires your 
love of cooking and spending good times with family and friends. 

See a sales associate for more details. Eligible models for this promotion include any current GE Café range or refrigerator. Offer excludes discontinued or obsolete products. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer available to Canadian residents only. Offer is not available to dealers, builders or contractors.
GE Café is a trademark of General Electric Company.  MC Commercial Inc and Mabe Canada are licensees.

Save $400

Reward Your Inner Chef

on any GE Café 
refrigerator

Offer Dates: July 13 - August 12, 2012

Buy any GE Café range,

DEALER IMPRINT AREA

www.taappliance.com   



C A N A D I A N  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

Di Pietra Design has over 25 years of experience in the stone industry. You can hand select your slabs  
at our warehouse and we will create your dream kitchen, bathroom and spas for you.

Morethan just granite countertops

We make your dreams a reality

672 Welham Rd, Barrie, ON   
705.727.0096   
www.dipietradesign.com

     Dream kitchens and spa like bathrooms

      Built to suit your taste and budget

      Building or renovating? Our team of  design experts  
    are here to make it easy

Today’s trend is bringing your kitchen outdoors, Soapstone 
is a fantastic material for your outdoor kitchen.

FAUCETS

DiPietra Fullpg Fall12.indd   1 29/08/12   8:02 PM
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D E F I N I N G  S P A C E  W I T H                                 E V E R Y T I M E !Excellence

Relax with confidence – when you choose a custom kitchen or furnishings  
from Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath, you are guaranteed the excellence 
and craftsmanship you deserve. Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath has been in 
the business of manufacturing dream kitchens since 1997 and we pride 
ourselves on customer satisfaction and personal service every time.

Come in and visit our expanded showroom and browse through our new 
addition – The Olde Cottage Store – where you’re sure to find your 
everyday gift and home decor needs.  

705.527.6116
www.pkbgroup.ca

PKB Fall Ad 12.indd   1 29/08/12   2:31 PM



Your Local Independent Dealer of  
California Paints, the designers’ first choice for  

colour and quality. Not available at the Big Box Stores.

Inspiring Designers, Architects and Decorators

Eco-Friendly ELEMENTS Paint  
Now Available!

ELEMENTS, the zero-VOC interior 

acrylic latex finish by California Paints 

is now available. This new high-

performance and environmentally 

responsible paint, containing the 

anti-bacterial additive Microban®, 

provides exceptional hiding power 

and durability.

This solid stain has a low-sheen finish 

designed for use on decks and other 

exposed flat areas as well as vertical 

siding, fences and railings that are 

subjected to the rigours of drastic 

weather and temperature conditions, 

abrasion, acid rain or snow. Resists 

cracking, peeling and blistering, as well 

as containing a unique rust inhibitor to 

retard nail and screw head rusting.

Free  IN  HOME COLOUR CONSULTAT ION • WINDOW FASHIONS •  DES IGNER WALLPAPER

WE NOW DO CUSTOM DRAPERY & BEDDING   Contact Carol: cwines@labar.ca

705.726.1423  94 TIFFIN ST  •  BARRIE   www.labar.ca

Maxxmar Poly Satin and Wood Shutters
*Limited Time Only

All Hunter Douglas 
Blinds & Shades On Sale

*Extended until Oct. 15th

UP TO

50%
Off Opera Dual Control System

No Charge for the blackout system  
on a wide assortment of fabrics and designs

40%
Off

Labar Fall12.indd   1 29/08/12   2:03 PM



Your Home Decor Destination
heritagehomestead.ca

Open 10-5 Every Day 705.487.6930
Hwy 11 N at the 5th line between Barrie & Orilliavisit us today!

Fabulous New Arrivals!
Fabulous New Arrivals!

705.722.7664
www.terriclarkinteriors.com

Timeless Design 
& Modern Style

Custom Drapery
Upholstery ~ Furniture

Furniture Placement
Floor Plan Modification

Color & In-home Consultation
Shopping

TerriClark Fall12.indd   1 29/08/12   2:28 PM
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Huronia Alarms
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541 Brant Street, Suite 8
Burlington, Ontario  L7R 2G6
289-337-3662
jaclyn@whitingandholmes.com

PUBLICATION
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AD SIZE
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Safe. Secure. And Sound.

Your home. 
It’s where you live.

      our home is where you and your family are secure. It’s the refuge. The 
safe place. The comfort zone. And Huronia is dedicated to maintaining 
that feeling. Not by being obvious, and making your home a fortress, but 
by providing and monitoring the systems that keep you, your family, your 
home... secure.

We provide the hardware, and the friendly voice, that you can depend on 
in your community. And because we own the local monitoring station...  
it really is Huronia you contact. 

Call us today to talk security, for your home and family. 

Collingwood  705-445-4444 • 800-504-3053    Midland  705-792-9311 • 888-363-9311www.huroniaalarms.com

Security & Monitoring
Fire & Safety
Home Theatre 

Huronia 

Y

pf 1 Huronia Ad (ourhomes).indd   1 12-07-06   10:54 AM



iI let my son pIck the colour for his bedroom re-do. We 
went to the paint store together. I had a nice, bright green in mind to cover 
the navy blue walls that so needed a refresh. But he immediately dismissed 
the colour, saying it looked like something the dog threw up. 

The nice lady at the store noticed our impasse and stepped in, asking 
my happy-to-oblige 14-year-old what he had in mind, and the “I’ll know 
it when I see it” paint-chip parade began.

He said no to various shades of green, grey, purple and white while 
I said no to any variation of red, orange, black or yellow. We were back 
to blue. He finally settled on a bright blue that reminded him of the 
Caribbean Sea. It reminded me of toothpaste, but alas, it’s his room. 

Before we could paint, we had to clear out my packrat’s nest. We 
hauled out bags, boxes and bins of “stuff” that we tossed, stored or 
donated. “Your bedroom,” I told him, “is no longer a place for broken 
hockey sticks, errant golf balls and tees, empty rolls of tape, used bottles 
of Axe or empty shoeboxes.” He disagrees.

We painted, wallpapered, added new shelves and upcycled an old 
locker so he can keep his beloved snowboard close by. Dad drilled two 
old snowboards to the wall. The transformation took 48 hours. Our dog 
Max was anxious to see his new part-time sleeping quarters (Max is 
right behind the first person to retire for the night). He pounced into the 
room and stood there, head on a swivel, checking out every inch of the 
new room. He seemed pleased. My older son’s room is probably in need 
of a paint job soon, but I don’t dare go in there!

The moms I met this issue have similar stories about making a house 
a home for their families and I immediately connected with all three 
wonderful ladies. We have two children each and all are boys. Their 
homes, like mine, were designed with the kids in mind.

The busy fall season is here again. It’s back-to-school and back inside 
as the cooler weather arrives. This issue brings lots of great ideas for your 
renovation, organizing and decorating projects. 

Enjoy the fall colours!

Sincerely,

Georgette McCulloch, Editor-In-Chief
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

705.527.1515
www.freshfl owersbyleanne.com

212 King Street, Midland212 King Street, Midland
        follow us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/freshbyleanne

Perfect Patterns ...available at Shaw’s

Now featuring Canadian Made Dining sets from Bermex!

e d i t o r ’ s  n o t e
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Publisher Castle media CorP. 
JAmie Jefferson

jjefferson@ourhomesmagazine.com

our homes medIa group Inc:
 

editor-in-Chief georgeTTe mCCulloCh
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com

art direCtor TArA ChATTell
tara@ourhomesmagazine.com

assoCiate art direCtor georgie DonAis
gdonais@ourhomesmagazine.com

ProduCtion direCtor lynn DerriCk
lynn@ourhomesmagazine.com

ProduCtion manaGer AnDreA wrAy
andrea@ourhomesmagazine.com

web editor shelBy hilson
shelby@ourhomesmagazine.com

President DAviD loopsTrA

Contributors
m. Carolyn Black, Anna lee Boschetto, sheila Britton, mckenzie Brown, 

 Tara Chattell, maria Dasilva, Bonnie fox, mary hatt, scott hunter,  
sandy mackay, georgette mcCulloch, Andrew philips, Andrea ramacieri,  

stephanie redmond, melanie rekola, Tonia wilson
 

marketinG & advertisinG sales
General inquiries

JAmie Jefferson 705.429.4479

o u r  h o m e s ™  i s  a  r e g i s t e r e d  t r a d e m a r k  o f 
our homes meDiA group inC.

our  homes™ Ba r r i e  o r i l l i a  m id l and  i n n i s f i l  i s  p ub l i s h ed  f o u r  t ime s  a  y ea r  

b y  C a s t l e  m e d i a  C o r p .  under the l icense of our homes meDiA group inC.

our homes Barrie orillia midland innisfil is distributed via free pick up to residents of simcoe County  
at high traffic locations throughout the region. Copies of our homes are also sent via 

unaddressed mail to select residential neighbourhoods and Barrie and area business leaders,  
and via direct mail to select builders, architects, trades and professionals. our homes  

is also available in-room at select hotels and resorts within the region.

Advertisements and the content, including photos, of advertisements published within our homes magazine  
are supplied solely by the advertiser and neither the publisher nor our homes media group inc accept  

responsibility for opinions expressed in advertisements or for copyright issues with regards to photos, advertising  
copy and advertisements, nor shall they be held liable thereby. By act of reading this publication, all advertisers  

and readers agree to indemnify and hold harmless both our homes media group inc., and the publisher thereby.  
Copyright ©2012 our homes meDiA group inC. All rights reserved. reproduction without permission is prohibited.  

Canada post agreement number: 41583527

please send all letters and/or feedback to our homes Barrie orillia midland innisfil,  
6 Dean Crt., wasaga Beach, on l9Z 1J9

or email us at editor@ourhomesmagazine.com. All letters received 
are subject to editing for grammar and length.

if undelievered, return to above address.

for franchise inquiries please visit
w w w. o u r h o m e s m a g a z i n e . c o m

or call: suzanne strong at 519.538.4528
e-mail to franchise@ourhomesmagazine.com

We’ll do Our Best to do  

          what’s Best For You.

705-727-9287
42 Caplan Ave, Barrie
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705.322.2800 • 121 Highway 27, Elmvale

the Best Products...the Best Service
...for the Best Home Builders

Elmvale

Elmvale HH Fall 12.indd   3 29/08/12   1:27 PM

12  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2



52

82

72

contentsfall
departments
eDiTor’s noTe 10
ADviCe 18
Bathroom Basics

sTyle piCks 22
Everything Plus The Kitchen Sink

ComforT Zone 44
Anchique

people 62
Expert Solutions

home resourCe DireCTory    90
finishing TouCh    92
Create A Homework Station

features
feATure home 28
Hard Work Pays Off

home & BuilDer

Cameras Roll On Builder Boss 52
Perfect Execution 72
gArDening 38
Pick A Tree, Plant  A Tree

reAl esTATe 42
Every Home Has A Story 

orgAniZing 50
Order In The House

Cooking AT home 82
Yummy Grilled Cheese

gooD TAsTe 84
Braising With Beer And Wine

22

44

Design On a Dime
Story, page 28.
Photography by  
Sandy MacKay

on the
Cover

•  E X C E P T I O N A L  Q U A L I T Y ,  O U T S T A N D I N G  D E S I G N S  •  C U S T O M  L U X U R Y  A D D I T I O N S  •  C O M P L E T E  C O N T R A C T I N G  S E R V I C E S

Bring Us Your Dream...

We’ll Build It!

Your Journey Begins With Us

(705) 431-2268
www.antconstruction.ca

See our designs on Page 72 in the Feature Home

14  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2



CUSTOM HOMES
RENOVATIONS

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

BUILDING
BUILDING

Homes
Dreams

705.294.0785 
cl@bigeastconstruction.com
www.bigeastconstruction.com

KitchenArt North
149 Welham Rd. Unit 23, Barrie ON n 705.719.6712

KitchenArt
20 Dawson Rd., Orangeville ON n 519.942.8500  
www.cabinetsbykitchenart.ca

... de signing  
kitchens  
for people  
who love  
to cook...

31 King St, Units 1 & 2, Barrie  705.722.7772  www.glasslightinggallery.com
New Arrivals Weekly OPEN: Mon to Fri 9-9  |  Saturday 9-6  |  Sunday 11-5

for your home
We are the leader in decorative lighting solutions



If you didn’t have good air circulation, now is the time to rectify that 
problem. Add a fan or re-route your current venting while the walls are 
exposed. Have an unwanted bulkhead? Maybe now is the time to see if that 
can be eliminated. Think while it’s open. You won’t fix it once you’ve finished.

The fun pArT
Whether you’ve kept magazine clippings or have a Houzz.com 

account, study your images to assemble the look and feel. Choose finishes 
for longevity, even if it means spending a little more than anticipated 
on one or two things. Spend on countertops and quality trades; save on 
items like mirrors, lighting and hardware. The best way to make these 
decisions? Go shopping and see what’s out there! Suppliers are happy 
lending samples to take home and look at in the space.

here are some tips to achieving a modern look
1. Run your floor tile into the shower and eliminate the “curb” (the step 

up into the shower).
2. Use a linear drain at the edge of the shower (these can be pricey, check 

your budget).
3. Consider a “floating” vanity (no legs) that is mounted to the wall.
4. Fill the space above the vanity with mirror rather than using a 

decorative piece.
5. Investigate wall-mounted toilets and freestanding tubs.
6. Choose small, simple sconces.
7. Use wall-mounted faucets set into your backsplash.

Creating a more contemporary look comes down to simplifying the 
aesthetic but the key is to do it well. Good quality finishing and well 
thought-out details make or break a project. So, can you re-use that 
existing vanity to create your modern look? Likely yes, but you better 
start planning!  OH

bathrOOM renovation
i would like to renovate my bathroom and make it 
more contemporary in feel, but i would prefer not to 
waste my existing vanity. is it worth keeping and will 
i be married to its look if i do? – helen

Designer Stephanie redmond 
answers your questions.

a d v i c e

A bathroom renovation can be one of the most satisfying changes you’ll 
make in your home and well worth the effort for both enjoyment and 
value. The key to this project (as always): Planning, planning, planning!

You can certainly give your vanity a facelift, changing the look and feel 
entirely, but it’s only worth it if the piece is good quality to begin with. 
Also consider the amount you would truly be saving. In order to update 
that vanity, you need to send it to a refinisher, incurring a delivery charge 
plus the cost of refinishing. If you decide to purchase new, look into 
donating it for a tax receipt to offset some of the cost.

while The wAlls Are Down...
There are lots of small cavities within your walls that can be made into 

storage spaces. With 16 inches between the studs, that leaves at least 10 inches 
(a safe measure) for the interior of a tall and skinny storage cabinet. Q-tips, soap, 
lotions – all of these smaller items – can be tucked into a convenient cabinet. 

The same rules apply within the shower. Measure the largest bottle of 
shampoo that you would typically have on hand and design around that. 
Make sure the shampoo recess within your shower is large enough and 
has an extra shelf for soap and razors too. These can be tiled or made out 
of stone as a single unit and slipped into place. Glass shelves also work 
well, but I recommend thicker than standard to give a weightier look.

If you can squeeze a linen closet into your room, this will be a huge 
asset. Towels, toilet paper, plunger (measure the height and make sure it 
tucks discreetly under the bottom shelf) – all items remain hidden but 
still within the room for easy access.

unDer The glossy finishes
The finishing touches are always the most fun, but don’t forget about 

what goes on underneath them. If your floor was cold, consider radiant 
heat. This can be done with an electric pad that’s set on a thermostat. It’s 
a minor upgrade but feels like complete luxury.

humAmisT

CrATe & BArrel
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kohler sugATsune

Hint: Don’t forget about accessories to complete your look:

kohler

kohler

Showroom
35 Cedar Point Dr, Unit 33, Barrie 

705.726.9861
www.designersplus.ca

Closets were.
This is.

DESIGN  •   CABINETRY  •   FURNISHINGS    
BY:
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<dealer tag>

Come in today to find out how you can get a great night’s sleep tonight and every night!

... what it’s like to have more
energy during the day.

ask  me Find out for yourself how  
your Tempur-Pedic helps you:

get a great night’s sleep every night•	
sleep through the night•	
have more energy during the day•	 †

Fall in love with your bed

†Reported by Tempur-Pedic owners as compared to owners of traditional mattress brands. 2010 SMI-Alcott Mattress Attitude & Usage Study.
©2012 Tempur-Pedic Management Inc. All rights reserved.  TM Trademark 2012 to Tempur-Pedic Inc. and TEMPUR-Canada

<dealer tag>

Come in today to find out how you can get a great night’s sleep tonight and every night!

... what it’s like to have more
energy during the day.

ask  me Find out for yourself how  
your Tempur-Pedic helps you:

get a great night’s sleep every night•	
sleep through the night•	
have more energy during the day•	 †

Fall in love with your bed

†Reported by Tempur-Pedic owners as compared to owners of traditional mattress brands. 2010 SMI-Alcott Mattress Attitude & Usage Study.
©2012 Tempur-Pedic Management Inc. All rights reserved.  TM Trademark 2012 to Tempur-Pedic Inc. and TEMPUR-Canada

For those 
who value the 
difference!

Live in Midhurst in  
True Forested Lots!
Estate Lots from 1 to 3 acres

No Payments With Two Year Financing Available

Only
 8 MINUTES

to Barrie!

705.770.4322   705.733.4432   www.dreamwoodhomes.com

Dreamwood Fall12.indd   2 29/08/12   1:24 PMA touch of elegance
Makeover your home this holiday season with  
Hunter Douglas window fashions. 

Pirouette® window shadings play with light and 
give your home that special holiday sparkle.

From September 1st to December 19th, 2012, 
ask us how you can receive a minimum of $200 
in Hunter Douglas manufacturer’s rebates.

The Holiday 
Home Makeover Event

rebate
manufacturer’s

*See this participating dealer for details

$200Min.

Scan with
your smartphone.

*

A touch of elegance
Makeover your home this holiday season with  
Hunter Douglas window fashions. 

Pirouette® window shadings play with light and 
give your home that special holiday sparkle.

From September 1st to December 19th, 2012, 
ask us how you can receive a minimum of $200 
in Hunter Douglas manufacturer’s rebates.

The Holiday 
Home Makeover Event

rebate
manufacturer’s

*See this participating dealer for details

$200Min.

Scan with
your smartphone.

*

Shutters . Blinds . Draperies . Bedding
Free In-home Consultations . Installations

393 Yonge Street, Barrie
705-727-0567

www.completeblinds.com

SSienna
home decor & gift gallery

ESPE Handbags  
& Accessories

Enjoy the small village shopping experience, 
explore a variety of unique & reasonably  

priced items & receive the special  
attention & service that you deserve.

Distinctive, contemporary & artful.

705.721.7676 or visit: www.siennagallery.ca
and become a fan of Sienna home decor & gift gallery on Facebook.
Located in the village of Craighurst, 3239 Penetanguishene Rd. at Horseshoe Valley Road.

• Gift certificates available •
• Complimentary gift wrapping •

New Sterling Silver  
Meditation Rings

Canadian-made  
Metal Wall Art

SiennaGalleryFall12.indd   1 29/08/12   2:25 PM



“Colour should make you feel warm and calm.” 
– Designer Sarah Richardson

Blair interiors  
& WindoW Fashions
(1) Decorative Trunks
We all need more storage. Fill these 
canvas-covered trunks with your 
valuables or hide away your summer 
essentials. Available in three sizes.
305 King St.
Midland
705.526.0500
www.blairinteriors.com

sienna home decor & GiFt Gallery
(2) Steel Coasters
These Canadian artisan-made coasters are beautiful 
and functional. Made of mild steel and finished with a 
clear coating, they make a fabulous housewarming or 
hostess gift.
3239 Penetanguishene Rd.
Craighurst
705.721.7676
www.siennagallery.ca

yYour local design and decorating options are endless. 
Check out our top picks for the season ahead.

1

2

PhotograPhy  by  bonn i e  Fox

Continued on page 24

s t y l e  p i c k s

SHOWROOM

699 Aberdeen Blvd., Unit 64
MIDLAND

705.245.2371

www.lskitchensandcabinetry.com
MIDLAND • GEORGIAN BAY • HONEY HARBOUR • COLLINGWOOD • BARRIE  

Discover style

HOME & COTTAGE 
INTERIORS
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seasons ‘n style
(5) Jewelry Box Mirror
A convenient place to store all your 
jewelry. This full-length adjustable 
mirror, in a white or mahogany 
finish, opens to reveal a velvet-
lined place to keep your necklaces, 
earrings, rings and bracelets. Comes 
in full-length, wall-mount or tabletop 
version, each with a lock and key.
1590 Horseshoe Valley Rd. E.
Near Orillia
705.329.4650

napoleon home comFort 
(7) 9600 Series Furnace
Made in Canada. In fact, Napoleon is the 
only maker of gas furnaces in this country. 
This two-stage furnace runs on low most 
days and automatically switches to the 
second stage on colder days. The result is 
total home comfort, energy efficiency and 
quieter operation cycles. 
24 Napoleon Rd.
Barrie
705.721.1214
www.napoleonhomecomfort.ca

BarBer & haskill
(4) Advanced Tempur-Ergo Mattress
It’s an adjustable Tempur-Pedic bed. The advanced Ergo 
System puts you in control with an infinite number of 
ergonomic rest positions and massage using a wireless 
remote. Enjoy the ultimate sleep experience.
900 King St.
Midland
705.526.7811
www.barberandhaskill.com

dipietra desiGn – the countertop specialists
(8) Polaris Stainless Steel Sink
This heavy 16-gauge, under-mount, stainless-steel double sink will look 
great with your new countertop. Polaris sinks are made to last. Pick 
from the standard drain basket or the premium strainer.
672 Welham Rd.
Barrie
705.727.0096
www.dipietradesign.ca  OH

desert tile 
(3) Tiles For Every Room
Michelle Paulin of Desert Tile shows OUr 
hOMES some of the latest trends in tile. She 
says grey and lots of white are hot right now 
and Desert Tile has an amazing selection for 
your floors and walls.
551 Bryne Dr., Unit O
Barrie
705.730.6989
www.desertile.com

3

4
5

7

8

Full line electronics
(6) Bose Home Theatre Speaker System
The CineMate system comes with a sleek sound bar, a 
wireless Acoustimass module and a universal remote. It 
connects easily to your HDTV and provides customized 
sound to fit the size, shape and furnishings in your room.
9170 Hwy. 93 W.
Midland
705.526.7900 
www.fulllineelectronics.com

6

s t y l e  p i c k s
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132 COMMERCE PARK DR. BARRIE, ON   (705) 735-0072   www.MMGW.ca

CLOSED OPEN

“ ”

Monarch Fall12 BARRIE.indd   1 27/08/12   4:31 PM

9170 Highway 93 West, Midland    |    705-526-7900    |    www.fulllineelectronics.com

Your Source for all
your Audio/Video needs

The best brands in one location:

230 Bayview Drive, Unit 7, Barrie ON  .  705.727.0229

For additional inspiration, visit our website: www.agalleryofinteriors.com

Let us Design Your 
Home Renovation  

From the Ground Up 

Please call us for your free consultation

Inspiration is now waiting for you
KitchensCabinetsmith

style • quality • affordability

Kitchens

K I T C H E N S  •  B A T H R O O M S  •  F L O O R I N G  •  S T O N E W O R K  •  R E N O V A T I O N S

Presenting... 
“The Cambridgeshire”

109 Budds Mill Road, Snow Valley Landing
Wed-Sun 1-4 pm or by appointmentCustom built homes on

Large Premium Estate Lots

CALDWELLESTATES

Line 4Bayfield St.

Snow 

Valley Rd.

KEMPENFELT BAY

to Orillia

SNOW 
VALLEY
LANDING

VESPRA
VALLEY

CARSON

WINDFIELDS 
ESTATESORO

RIDGE

BARRIE
Shanty Bay

11

11

93

27

27

90

400

400

www.dendor f ine homes.com 705.792.9366Customize our plans, design your
own or bring your drawings.

Discover the Difference

Dendor FAll12.indd   1 29/08/12   1:13 PM



StUnning DESign
        On a Shoestring

b y  M .  C a r o ly n  b l a C k  / /  P h o t o g r a P h y  b y  S a n d y  M a C k ay

Lindsay Schultz and husband Aaron 
Potter renovated every inch of this 
quaint waterfront cottage, making 

it their full-time home. “It was 
probably viewed as a tear-down 
project for most,” Schultz says.

28  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2 o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2  29

f e a t u r e



b
For Schultz, who has an interior design degree and owns Lindsay 

Schultz Kitchens & Cabinetry Ltd., creating a beautiful silk purse 
out of a definite sow’s ear was a fun and exciting challenge, but it had 
a twist – they purposely didn’t throw an unlimited supply of cash at it. 
Although both Schultz and Potter are very busy and successful in their 
respective businesses, they say it was almost like a game to come up with 
interesting, creative design solutions within a strict budget. “This place 
is totally achievable for anybody; everything is very inexpensive,” Schultz 
says. “My first step was to design it, then I worked with the architectural 
guys to make sure it was possible and to find out what we had to do, 
structurally, to make it work.”

The original 1,000 sq. ft. cottage was gutted to the exterior walls and 
nearly all the low seven-foot ceilings were removed to create an airy, open 
look. Dupuis and Ouellet inc. provided the architectural design services 
and Marc Robitaille Construction handled the big construction jobs, 
like installing the new piers and overhead beams. Electricians, plumbers 
and HVAC experts were also hired but once the structural integrity was 
taken care of, Potter did much of the interior finishing.

By the time Lindsay Schultz and husband 
Aaron Potter laid eyes on the small, 
waterfront cottage for sale on Georgian 
Bay in 2009 it had already been passed 
over by a number of people. “It was in dire 
need of repairs and updates and I know 
that turned off a lot of potential buyers,” 
Schultz says. “The location was incredible 
but it was probably viewed as a tear-down 
project for most. To me, it was love at first 
sight. I knew I had to live there.” Schultz 
started drawing up designs before the 
deal was even finalized.

top riGht: The apple ladder, found at an antique 
market, leads to a guest-room loft and play area. 

Bottom riGht: The original wood-burning stone 
fireplace warms the entire cottage. opposite 

top leFt: Schultz’s clever use of space is evident 
throughout the home. This street-side entrance has a 

drop zone, coat-hook and a comfortable chair. opposite 
top riGht: The woodpile is right outside the door. 
opposite Bottom leFt: The cottage is nestled 

among mature gardens. opposite Bottom riGht: The 
family enjoys waterfront living all year round.

Continued on page 35
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Lindsay knows kitchens. As the owner of Lindsay 
Schultz Kitchens & Cabinetry, she designed her own 

kitchen on a tight budget, selecting crisp white upper 
cabinets, grey lowers and a blue-grey island with a 
wood top. She put shuttered doors below the sink 

and added some bling with polished-nickel bar pulls 
on all cabinets. The back wall is tiled around a fun 

round window and there’s a bench under the window 
for extra seating. A photo wall includes wall vases on 

reclaimed wood from Fresh By Leanne in Midland. 
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Schultz says, “My husband took over completing the majority of things, 
including some insulation work, drywalling, installing the pine board 
walls, some tile work and so on. I did all of the painting.” So committed 
to finishing the project on schedule, Schultz found herself on a scaffold 
painting the cathedral ceilings when she was eight months pregnant 
with youngest son, Cash, now two. “I was invested in the project, to say 
the least.”

They initially weren’t able to access the loft area off the living room; 
it was completely blocked off until a curious Schultz noticed a window 
near the roof on the outside of the cottage. “(Inside) I could see a shimmer 
of light through a crack in the plywood and thought ‘what the heck is up 
there?’. That’s one of the first areas we poked through.” The loft, accessible 
via a $40 antique ladder, is now a popular area for 10-year-old son Marshall 
to host sleepovers and play video games. It also adds valuable floor space.

The walls and ceiling are covered with “the cheapest pine money can 
buy, so the wood is only good on one side,” she says. Super inexpensive; 
this whole place is cheap and cheerful. All the pine was purchased 
at Severn tim-Br Mart. The floors are white-washed pine and the 

inevitable dents in the soft floor and the dip where the cottage isn’t 
completely level are beloved hallmarks of a busy family cottage. Benjamin 
Moore’s Oxford White on every surface brings unity to the design.

An all-white look is Schultz’s personal go-to for her design taste. “My 
husband always jokes about what he refers to as an obsession with white,” 
she says laughing. “I just can’t get enough.” She did agree to paint some 
of the bi-fold interior doors in Para Paint’s Picnic In The Park green as a 
compromise to her husband’s need for at least a bit of colour.

With an eye on the budget, they bought furniture from the Midland 
Habitat For Humanity Re-store, IKEA and from Kijiji and had it all 
updated by Wilkinson’s Upholstery in Midland and Sitting Pretty 
Upholstery in Penetanguishene. To create more living space Schultz 
decided not to have closets. “I knew that with drywall and everything, 
framing in closets takes up space so we live out of armoires, but it works 
for us,” she says. “We have an attic above the kitchen where the winter 
clothes go. I can’t function with a lot of clutter and this house forces us 
to live with only what we need. You think about every little bit of storage 
(space), you make every inch count.”

clockWise From Far riGht: 
(1) The master bedroom is at 
the back of the house off the 
living room. Schultz uses colour, 
texture and mirrors to enhance 
the small space. (2) The pretty 
white powder room is located 
just off the kitchen. (3) The main 
bath is located between the 
master bedroom and the boys’ 
room. A soaker tub and a large 
storage unit fit nicely in the 
large space. (4) There’s more 
storage in the grey-on-white 
vanity with double sinks. 

Continued on page 36

34  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2 o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2  35

f e a t u r e



The kitchen window looks out over Georgian Bay and the space is very 
understated, with earthy tile, a wooden countertop on a centre island and 
crisp white upper cabinet doors. Chalkboard paint on one cupboard provides 
a surface for to-do lists and reminders. Schultz says, “This may sound funny 
being immersed in the design world, but I enjoy a very simple, clean design 
style. Nothing fussy. My kitchen is a testament to that with super clean lines.” 
The backsplash above the stove is tempered glass with vinyl stickers spelling 
out a message that can easily change as the family tires of the look. Lindsay 
works with the team at Barber & Haskill when selecting appliances.

Potter owns trace CnC inc. in Midland and fabricated the custom 
metal railing, designed by Schultz, along the loft. A machinist, he was 
happy to add a metal worker’s touch where Schultz’s softer finishing 
elements achieve the casual yet clean beach-house look they wanted. 
Schultz also designed the kitchen and bathrooms “down to the last outlet 
location” and the result of their combined effort speaks for itself; they are 
both completely satisfied with the look.

“I’ve grown up on Georgian Bay and I knew I couldn’t live far from it,” 
Schultz says. “Now, I live on the Bay and enjoy it all year through all seasons. 
My goal for our home was to make it feel like we lived at the cottage full time. 
I wanted to come home from a busy day at work and feel like I’ve landed at a 
weekend getaway.” That goal has definitely been met and exceeded.  OH

The boys share a room. 
Ten-year-old Marshall 

sleeps up top in the 
custom bed while two-

year-old Cash is almost 
ready to leave his crib. 

Closet space is at a 
premium, so each son 
has his own wardrobe. 
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g a r d e n i n g

iConversely, if everyone was concerned about this, no one would plant 
any trees at all. Considering the growth of the human populous, we should 
be more concerned about having enough oxygen to sustain us in the long 
term; as well as the many other benefits trees give us.

When placed properly, trees reduce our heating and air conditioning 
costs, reduce overflow into sewers, can provide food and shelter from 
wind, provide food and homes for local wildlife and contribute to a 
multitude of ecosystems we are likely not even aware of.   

Unbeknownst to many, fall is an ideal time for planting. Whether it 
be those heavily discounted potted trees, shrubs or perennials on sale at 
your local garden centre or “A” stock wire basket trees from a local grower, 
the time to plant is now. 

When choosing a tree, consider the size required. A wire basket 
tree is always preferred as it is healthier for the tree, plus larger caliper 
and heights are available. The survival rate of wire basket trees is also 
much greater but most homeowners won’t be able to plant this weight 
of tree on their own. If access is an issue, a potted variety may be the 
only suitable option. 

Consider this: trees in a pot tend to have less branching, smaller caliper 
and usually a poorer form. Nonetheless, with proper pruning almost 
anything is fixable as far as form and branching, and you can plant it 
yourself without machinery and little manpower. 

There are so many gorgeous trees available. Here are a few of  
my favourites. 

In the urban environment, trees are drastically underused. Many people are concerned 
with growth of trees 50 to 100 years after they are planted. 

PhotoS  and  Story  by  Melan i e  rekola

fOr thELove of Trees
prinCeTon golD mAple

serviCeBerry

pAperBArk mAple

sAuCer mAgnoliA

melanie’s Plant PiCks: 

Glenleven linden: I love Lindens! The heart shape of the leaf mimics the 
tree’s form. It is very sculptural and can even be used in a more formal 
garden setting. They even make good street trees as they can tolerate road 
salt and pollution.

serviceberry: I mention this tree often and always say “every property has 
room for at least one Serviceberry.” Its small stature makes it very easy to 
place. It begins the growing season with delicate white flowers, followed 
by blue berries in the late summer, and then finally in fall, the leaves turn 
scarlet. It is really a three-season stunner.

Princeton Gold Maple: This maple has beautiful chartreuse leaves that 
really show up in the distance. In a sea of mid-green that is most plant 
materials it is important to vary your greens for interest. For all maples, 
the flowers are somewhat inconspicuous in early spring, but of course I 
still notice them. Take note this coming spring when the Maples are in 
flower. These flowers are very small, but perfect and delicate. For another 
alternate maple try Paperbark Maple. As the name suggests the bark is 
peeling, providing good winter interest. 
     
Horse Chestnut: This slow grower grows BIG in time. Its leaves are unique 
and divided, resembling a hand. I love the shape and the thick trunks. It has 
very large, white panicle blooms in later spring. But beware the “chestnuts” 
that follow, as they are interesting looking but poisonous in their raw form.

dawn redwood: This rare “deciduous conifer” looks like an evergreen in 
summer, but loses its leaves in winter. Its needles are softer and thicker than 
a true evergreen. It grows very large and is “bottom heavy” as most evergreens 
but has an interesting symmetry of branching habit for winter interest.

eastern redbud: This tree grows wide rather than tall with beautiful 
pink flowers that arrive before the leaves in early spring. The huge heart-
shaped leaves that follow are almost tropical looking, very dense and 
provide good shade below.
     
river Birch: This birch is resistant to the bronze birch borer, which is wreaking 
havoc on our beloved Paperbark Birch. River Birch has the same airy structure 
and leaf as the Paperbark, but has lovely pink peeling bark instead of white.
     
london Planetree: This large specimen I rarely see. Its claim to fame is its 
very decorative camouflage-patterned bark! The leaves resemble a maple’s 
and its lovely round but spiky fruit adds another layer to its interest.
     
Profusion Crabapple: I love the “aged beauty” that is the habit of all 
Crabapples’ bark and branching. This beauty’s leaves are purplish and 
the flower buds start out red and then open pink. It is my favourite of the 
whole Crabapple family.
     
Magnolia: From white flowering “Royal Star” to the many varieties of 
saucer Magnolias, I love numerous things about these shrubby trees. 
They have beautiful smooth bark, substantial trunks and branching, thick 
bright leaves and huge flowers that open in spring before the leaves unfurl. 

To me there is nothing as beautiful as a mature tree. It offers what I refer 
to as old beauty. Canada being a new country comparative to the rest of 
the world, we tend to glamourize youth and seemingly don’t appreciate 
the beauty in maturity as older cultures do. Let us open our minds to 
celebrate and appreciate “old beauty” and the majestic splendour of 
established trees.  OH

online For tips on how to plant a tree  
visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com/trees
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Antiques & Primitive Country Wares

Open 10-5, Wednesday to Saturday, 10-3 Sunday

One-of-a-kind handcrafted repro furniture      Punched tin lighting  
Hooked rugs      Unique Antiques

Visit us at our new location:
14 Coldwater Road, Coldwater, ON

705.686.3493      www.backinthyme.on.ca

FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
 please contact:

HOME STAGING

INTERIOR CONSULTING

WINDOW & STORE DISPLAY

SEASONAL & WEDDING DECORATING

Lisa Harrison
Interior Decorator/Staging Consultant

 
 

addedappeal@gmail.com 
addedappeal.ca

You never get a second chance to make that first impression! 

Be sure to 

inquire about 

our referral 

program!!!
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Custom Draperies and Home Accents
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Sometimes an address will not be in the city directory if the 
neighbourhood was outside city limits at the time the house was built, 
but later annexed. If that’s the case, try searching the Land Registry Office 
for the original county. 

Fire insurance plans provide another invaluable resource. Often 
going back as far as 150 years, and showing detailed building plans 
and neighbourhood maps, a fire insurance plan will reveal the original 
footprint of your home and where it was in relation to the street and 
other houses, the lot size, the height and materials of the building, and any 
changes that may have been made to it. In some cases, the plan will reveal 
the building’s original use, for example, a drugstore. By comparing maps 
of the same neighbourhood in different years, you can see the changing 
character of your neighbourhood. Most libraries have hard copy editions 
of fire insurance maps and some centres, such as the Map and Data Centre 
at the University of Western Ontario, have digital versions you can  
access remotely.

If you live in a historic home, you might find it worthwhile to consult 
your local library’s Buildings, Places and Landmarks card index where 
you may find a citation for a source containing information on your 
building. And while it won’t be easy to find old photographs of your 
home or neighbourhood, for those who are up to the challenge most 
libraries provide local secondary source materials such as books, diaries, 
manuscripts, newspapers and municipal documents, as well as historic 
photographs. If these photographs have been digitized, you may find the 
images at OurOntario.ca. 

Getting to know the story of your home is nothing if not time 
consuming. In the end, however, you will have a home with a personality 
all its own, just like one of the family.  OH

w
I like this about my house, the fact it has a kind of local pedigree 

imbued by its original family, and others with personal memories of 
the place. I’ve heard many good stories, like skating on the homemade 
rink that used to cover the back gravel driveway every winter, crowding 
around the huge fireplace in the little, wood-panelled den, and sneaking 
teenagers in and out of the basement through the lower level walk-out. I 
think these stories have given my home a personality.  

If, like me, you are lucky enough to know the people who once lived in 
your house, or others who were visitors to it, you have easy access to colourful 
reminiscences and factual information. If that’s not the case, however, don’t be 
discouraged should you want to learn more. Many resources are available to 
help you gather the bits and pieces that will eventually become an interesting 
historical portrait of your home. Just remember, it’s a process. 

A good place to start is your local library where you’ll find helpful 
tools, such as older city directories. These provide the names of original 
occupants and, often, their occupations. First, check the street directory 
portion for the address of your home. “If you don’t know the precise year 
your house was built, start with your best guess,” advises London Public 
Library Marketing and Communications Manager, Ellen Hobin. If the 
house is already listed, for example in 1900, then check earlier dates. Keep 
going back until you don’t see the house listed. If you don’t happen to find 
your address based on your first guesstimate, then move up a few years 
until you locate the initial listing. 

Once you find the first year your house is listed, note the name of the 
resident. You can then check the alphabetical list of names for that year to 
find out more about that person, their occupation and the name of their 
spouse. If your address was initially a commercial building, you can search 
information about this business. 

We’ve lived in our home for over 25 years, 
yet it’s still known for the family that built 
it in 1919 and resided here many years 
after that. If I say I live in the Nash house 
on Wellington, I can be pretty certain any 
long-time resident will know it.  

by  Mary  hatt
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DIRECT: 705.718.4394 OFFICE: 705.728.4067
www.dorothyslocum.com

299 Lakeshore Dr, Suite 100, Barrie

FIRST CONTACT REALTY
Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated

L ovely all brick bungalow, open concept w/4 bedrooms & 3 baths 
on 6 serene acres! Walk-out from kitchen & master bedroom to a large 
deck & enjoy views of Sturgeon River, abutting E.P. & perhaps a deer 
or two. Bright fully finished walk-out basement w/in-law potential 
& 2 great rooms for tons of space & storage! Family room with gas 
fireplace & formal dining room with lots of entertaining space. Close 
to Barrie.

B eautiful home on premium lot in desirable ‘Tollendal’. Immaculate 
5 bedrooms, 3 baths, triple garage family home backing onto parkland 
forest! Numerous updates include kitchen with granite, baths, furnace, 
roof, most windows, garage doors, etc. Gleaming hardwood and 
grand staircase. Appliances, c/vac, c/air, i/g sprinklers, alarm system 
included. Breathtaking property & gardens. This home has wow 
factor! A 10++

Country Living so close to Barrie!

Spectacular Home close to Lake & Trails!

Bright, Open Concept, Downtown Condo!

203-131 Clapperton Street Listed at $187,000

212 Scarlett Line, Hillsdale  Listed at $525,000

C lean, bright, neutral & open concept, 2 bedroom corner suite in quiet, 
friendly, well maintained building. Large, eat-in kitchen with lots of 
cupboards, overlooks cozy living room with corner gas fireplace and walk-
out balcony. Updates: Flooring in kitchen (2010), windows (2012), roof, 
paving, etc. Enjoy downtown living and walking to amenities!

20 Royal Oak Drive

Open Daily 10am to 5pm – closed Mondays 

1590 Horseshoe Valley Rd. E.,
between the 12th & 13th line of Oro (1.5 km from Hwy 12 at Price’s Corners)

Our Fall Stock Has Arrived!

See our New Arrivals in Home Decor,  
Accessories and Gift Items!

New Fall Sweaters

Inspirational Jewellery Boot Socks
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Milk Paint and “naturally green” paints and finishing products by 

Homestead House. Remember, you can attend a workshop and 

learn how to use these products and discover how best to recreate 

and give new life to tired furniture.

FAVOURITES: These include Miss Mustard Seed’s Milk Paint 

and Annie Sloan Chalk Paint used on French country buffets and 

hutches, shabby chic end tables and distressed furniture in perky 

colours. Fabulous finds in bright greens and tangerines or pieces 

with stained tops and creamy bases will find a special place in your 

home. Anchique also carries art and accessories. And remember, 

everything in the store is reasonably priced. 

GET THERE: 25 Dunlop St. E., Barrie 

705.503.1425, www.anchique.com  OH 

THE PLACE: Anchique in downtown Barrie is chock full of 

antique, upcycled, redesigned and vintage furniture in the shabby 

chic style. Partners Michelle Ertl and Michael O’Brien have 

created a destination where furniture is transformed by artisans 

in their own unique style. You can buy a piece right off the floor, 

purchase paint to reinvent your own furniture or sign up to attend 

a monthly workshop and learn how to create showpieces for your 

home or cottage.

THE STYLE: Everything old is new again. It’s amazing what 

the right kind of paint or finish applied with the right stroke of 

genius can do to that old piece you just don’t like anymore. The 

artisans at Anchique look for furniture with good bones and 

create unique pieces that meet all budgets. “We’re a low-cost 

alternative to high-end design shops,” says Michael, noting that 

designers from Toronto come to Barrie to buy what’s on display 

at Anchique. 

WHAT’S HOT: Upcycled and vintage furniture are very desirable 

right now. Just one fabulous piece added to the ideal space in 

the right room will achieve the look you crave. There are so many 

wonderful finds on display, including a sturdy wooden rocking chair 

painted cool mint and distressed in all the right places. Consider 

one of the many buffet and hutch combinations finished in a French 

vanilla hue, or pick from a huge selection of tables, headboards, 

mirrors and nightstands — all reinvented.  

SEASONAL: This season, Anchique welcomes fantastic do-it-

yourself, eco-friendly products, including Miss Mustard Seed’s 

antiqUE, Shabby ChiC 
anD UniqUE PhotograPhy  

by  bonn i e  Fox

c o m f o r t  z o n e

Michelle and Michael
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Green and Clean

(705) 725-0164  |   info@yanchenergysolutions.com  |  Brent Yanch 705.720.0515

• Heating and Air Conditioning
• Geothermal
• Solar
• Fireplaces
• In-floor Heating Specialists
• Specializing in Custom Homes

H E AT I N G  A N D  CO O L I N G
tel. 905.775.2248  cell. 416.708.2246     
email: info@nearnorthlandscaping.com    www.nearnorthlandscaping.com

Hardscapes
•	 Natural	Stone	–	flagstone,	patios,	walkways,	

driveway	banding,	facing,	coursing,	walls,	coping

•	 Armor	Rock	–	walls,	gardens

•	 Asphalt	Paving

•	 Commercial	Services	–	change	of	use,	catch	

basin	tie-ins,	storm	water	management	tie-in	to	

Municipal	system

More…
•	Near	North	provides	free	estimates	and	quotes

•	We	are	fully	insured	and	WSIB	certified

•	Near	North’s	operating	area	incorporates	the	
Golden	Horseshoe	north	to	Muskoka	Cottage	
Country,	Parry	Sound	and	North	Bay

•	Conveniently	located	at	Hwy	89	&	Hwy	400

Softscapes
•	 Garden	design	and	planting

•	 Sodding	–	residential	and	commercial

Guarantee
•	 Near	North	guarantees	all	its	workmanship	with	a	

minimum	2	year	warranty

  “One Call Services All”

Makeover your home this holiday season 
with Hunter Douglas window fashions. 

Silhouette® window shadings play with light 
and give your home that special holiday sparkle.

From September 1st to December 19th, 2012, 
ask us how you can receive a minimum of $200 
in Hunter Douglas manufacturer’s rebates.

The Holiday
Home Makeover Event

manufacturer’s 

Rebate
$200*Min.

*See this participating dealer for details

Scan with
your smartphone.

A touch of elegance

BLAIR INTERIORS
305 King Street, Midland

705.526.0500
Custom Blinds & Shutters

w w w. b l a i r i n t e r i o r s . c o m

UNIQUE HOME DECOR
BEDDING & BATH

CUSTOM WINDOW COVERINGS

ART GALLERY
ORIGINALS BY CYNTHIA BLAIR

Taking care of the heart of your home.

YOUR SPACE MADE BEAUTIFUL.

705-328-9431 • 1-866-846-9254 • www.evergreenhomeandcottage.com

“FAVOURITE RENOVATOR /
GENERAL CONTRACTOR”

Winner
2012 LINDSAY POST

READERS’ CHOICE AWARD

Custom Built Cabinetry KITCHEN | BATHROOM | FURNITURE

Building perfection...every time

CUSTOM CABINETS

Edwards

...for over 20 years

Vasey, ON
edwardscustomcabinets@bell.net   

705-835-6846  |  705-333-3611



Napoleon®  Fireplaces, Barbecues, Furnaces, Air Conditioners, Casual Furniture, Waterfalls & Accessories

'Like Us' 
On Facebook

- Experience the Difference Experience Makes -

705.721.1214  |  24 Napoleon Road, Hwy 11 & 93  Barrie  | napoleonhomecomfort.com

Napoleon Home Comfort’s showroom boasts over 50 fully functioning fi replaces and a wide selection of grills, outdoor furniture, furnaces and air conditioning 

products to inspire your home renovation style - indoors and out. Factory trained staff, WETT certifi ed installers, no charge in-home consultations and 24hr 

emergency service are available. Financing packages available*; monthly, deferred or equal monthly payments.

*OAC, See store for details. Can not be combined with any other offer.

No Payments For One Full Year*

The honey do list
(winter prep.)

- Gas Furnace

- Clean out garage

- New Fireplace? or Insert?
- LHD62?

- WHD31?

- XIR4?

• The most effi cient two-stage gas furnaces on the market 97.1%.

•  Patented SUREVIEW burner system window, an industry fi rst.

• The only gas furnaces made in Canada.

• One of the best warranties in the industry.

LHD62 Linear Gas Fireplace

GL28 Gas Log Set

NZ3000 Wood Fireplace
EFL

48 
Elec

tric

XIR4 Gas I
nsert

WHD31 GasFireplace



bBetween back-to-school and back-to-work, your home may be 
experiencing a sudden state of mayhem. While determining the proper 
place for the swimming gear and football cleats – not to mention the 
backpacks and lunch boxes – may seem like a daunting task, it’s well 
worth the time and effort. “It can be overwhelming,” admits Jill Pollack, 
organizational expert and host of HGTV Canada’s Consumed, “there is 
no magic, you have to attack it but you don’t have to give up your life.” 
According to Pollack, a well-organized home actually takes less time to 
clean and maintain. “When you’re house proud, you’re more inclined to 
keep it that way,” she says. 

If the thought of overhauling your home seems like a pipe dream, try 
making simple, sustainable changes that can have a lasting impact on the 
functionality of your home. 

GET SMART
Anne Gideon, owner of Just Get Organized in Pickering says it’s 

important that your home matches your lifestyle. “Determine what your 
lifestyle is right now,” she says, “we all typically go into the same rooms 
and there are certain rooms that aren’t used.” After you’ve established the 
rooms you’re using, Gideon suggests considering how much space you need 
for each one. For example, if you’re a hobby crafter with supplies in every 
room of your home, perhaps it’s time to find a permanent location. “It’s a 
balance between your lifestyle and your space,” she says.

There’s no question that the bigger the home, the more there is to do 
inside and out. “It can be draining, especially if the rooms aren’t being 
used,” says Gideon. But that doesn’t mean you need to cram your family 
of five into 800 sq. ft. To restore order, you simply need to maximize your 
living space. Moncton-based member of the Professional Organizers in 
Canada, Sue MacQuarrie says that it’s not about having a picture-perfect 
home, but rather a home that will let you live your life. “Smart-sizing has a 
lot to do with being the most productive you can be as a family,” she shares. 

LAY IT OUT
While you’re fantasizing about sinking into your new oversize sofa, the 

question of how you’re actually going to dust and vacuum around it (or 
where you’re going to put it) is probably not on your radar, but it should 

be. The truth is, a well-designed floor plan can save you a great deal of time 
and energy when you’re living in the reality of daily chores. As the owner 
of In Its Place, a home and business organization company, MacQuarrie has 
found that since most of us aren’t able to see the possibilities of every room, 
it helps to pull out the furniture one room at a time to determine the best 
design for the space. “When you pull something out of a room,” she explains, 
“you’ll get a better idea of what really belongs in that space.” Exchanging the 
coffee table for a multi-functional ottoman (table, seating and storage) will 
not only make the room easier to clean, but to maintain also.

AVOID SPACE INVASION
Although you want to live in every room in your home, Pollack has 

discovered that for most of us, the biggest issue is having rooms that 
aren’t appropriately used, like using your basement bathroom as a hiding 
spot for extra sports equipment. According to MacQuarrie, by creating 
boundaries for each room you’ll not only limit the number of uses, but 
you’ll also reduce your need for constant clean up. Even if you don’t have 
a home-based business, MacQuarrie recommends designating one room 
as an office, so that you’ve got an area for family business, including paying 
bills and filing important documents. 

When deciding what to house in a space, consider what you love 
and actually use. If you’re vacillating between donating or keeping your 
great-grandmother’s tea cup collection, MacQuarrie suggests taking 
the time to decide rather than relegating it to a basement shelf to avoid 
unwanted clutter. 

 
SUSTAINABLE ORGANIZATION

By doing a little every day you can minimize the need for pulling a major 
clean-up routine come the weekend. “At some point in your day, put your 
home back to square one,” says Pollack. “Take 10 minutes each night and 
you’ll make it much less complicated.” Both MacQuarrie and Gideon would 
agree that maintenance is the real secret to lightening your housework load. 
“Organizing is about creating a system,” says Gideon, “you’ll need the tools, 
whether that’s extra shelving or storage bins, to accommodate your needs.” 
Quite often, it’s simply a matter of having a logical place for the everyday 
items that you and your family are using most.  OH

anna lee  boSChetto  //  i l luStrat ion  by  She i la  br i tton

hOUSEwOrK
Slash your chores in half with totally doable 
strategies from the organizational experts.    

outsmart yOUr

o r g a n i z i n g

SHOWROOM:  
551 Bryne Dr., Unit 0, Barrie

705u730u6989

u  Marble

u  Slate

u  Granite

u  Mosaics 

u  Porcelain

u  Ceramics 

u  Tumbled Marble 

u  Stainless Steel

u  Stone Sinks

u  Medallions

SALES & INSTALLATION 

www.desertile.com

FREE INSTALLATION START KIT with purchase of a backsplash.
Installation Start Kit includes: 1 Bag of grout, 1 bucket of adhesive, 1 plastic trim

Anna Lewandowska
Sales Representative

ROYAL LEPAGE FIRST CONTACT REALTY
Independently Owned and Operated Brokerage

annalew@royallepage.ca
Cell: 705.730.9317

Toll Free: 877.728.4067

SPECIAL PROMOTION
LIST or SELL your house with Anna before December 1st, 2012 and receive 
15% OFF any products at Yanch Energy Solutions!

The Best Service, The Best Results
Choosing a real 
estate agent 
who has the 
tools, skills and 
experience 
to make your 
dreams come 
true can be 

as challenging as the home 
buying process itself. Let me 
make it simple for you.

FIRST CONTACT REALTY
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P There was no question about the type of home the Schades wanted on 
the barren site – a custom Riverbend Log structure from New Brunswick, 
where white cedar kits have been manufactured since 1986.

Their next task was finding the right builder to raise the structure in 
the remote location; someone they could trust to get the job done right. 

Pennie decided to email celebrity builder Jim Caruk, the man behind 
one of Canada’s most respected renovation, homebuilding and media 
brands. 

“Jim responded right away,” Pennie says. “And together we began what 
turned out to be an amazing 14 months.” 

The build was filmed for the Caruk Group’s new HGTV series 
Builder Boss and was the first episode to air in June.

“I’d never built a log home before,” Caruk laughs at the filming of the 
big reveal last winter. “I wanted to take a run at it, and it was a lot more 
work than I expected, but I had a great client.”

Caruk’s crew drove north from the city every day for the first two 
months and, so did Pennie, bringing coffee and making lunch daily for 

the team. The crew then stayed at the Orillia Highwayman Inn in Orillia.
 There was no electrical, no plumbing and no driveway when the build 

started. The crew had to dig the hole, pour the foundation, frame the 
structure and piece together the 3,400 sq. ft. log home. 

Caruk says every log, nut, bolt and beam had to fit perfectly together. 
“I thought it would be a piece of cake,” he says. 

 A no-nonsense kind of guy, Caruk tells it like it is, and in this case, he 
makes light of the log puzzle that, at times, baffled his crew.

“Every log has a number, and a letter that goes with the number,” he 
chuckles, describing the precise instructions. “The whole thing’s made up 
of over 1,500 interconnecting logs totalling over 6,000 linear feet of wood.” 
There was no room for mistakes.

The build took its toll on the crew, especially during the bitter-cold 
winter months. But Pennie was there every day, doing her best to keep 
the crew on track.

“I stayed out of their way but made sure they were fed and happy,” 
she says.

hOrSEShOE VallEy
by  georgette  MCCulloCh

PhotograPhy  by  Sandy  MaCkay

Pennie and Reg Schade wanted a weekend getaway for their family to play at – where 
their two sons could cut loose on dirt bikes and enjoy their passion for paintball. 
With help from ReMax real estate agent natalie Paul, Pennie found the ideal spot in 
Horseshoe Valley – a field of dreams on almost 50 acres. 

in
bUilDEr
bOSS

Continued on page 54

The great room in this fabulous log home has 
a contemporary vibe. Designer Heather Smillie 

helped owner Pennie Schade select upholstered 
furniture in a soft green hue that complements the 

majestic stone fireplace surround and the brown 
leather club chairs. opposite: The mantel was 

hand-carved by B.C. artist Peter Forbes. 
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With the log puzzle complete, the Caruk crew laid 3,000 sq. ft. of elm 
flooring and finished the beautiful kitchen, complete with a stunning 
elm-topped island, light cabinetry with rollout shelves and plenty of 
extra storage. 

The tiles in the mudroom and five bathrooms are Indian Autumn slate. 
The master en suite has Travertine Noce tiles. 

Pennie worked with designer Heather Smillie, of Heather Smillie 
Designs inc. to complete the cosy look she wanted. “With all the big 
beautiful windows, we wanted to bring the outside in and add a modern 
look to the natural landscape,” Smillie says. “We had to go big but with 
balance and contrast. We didn’t want any yellow because of the wood 
walls, so we went with greens and dark browns.” The look is exactly what 

Pennie wanted, a beautiful, relaxed interior design with a contemporary, 
natural feel. 

The focal point of the main living area is the wood-burning fireplace 
(napoleon Home Comfort) with a majestic floor-to-ceiling cultured 
stone surround. The intricate mantel was hand-carved by B.C. artist 
Peter Forbes. 

In the dining room, a custom five-foot square table fits the family’s 
needs, and way up high on the partial wall hangs a bear hide, a perfect 
touch to the home that sits in a valley of trees. The framed art, flowers 
in bloom, is the work of Pennie’s son C.J., a talented photographer. 
The Schade’s oldest son, Michael, had his hand in every aspect of the 
construction, helping and learning throughout the build.

There’s room at the island 
to enjoy a quick bite or a 
whole meal but the family 
gathers in the dining room 
around the custom square 
table for eight. The bear 
skin up high is a perfect 
addition to the log home.

riGht: Designer Heather 
Smillie, Builder Boss Jim 

Caruk and homeowner 
Pennie Schade (sitting) 

gather in the kitchen 
of this just-completed 

log home. BeloW: The 
U-shaped kitchen has 
white cabinets galore 

on the perimeter and a 
black elm-topped island 

in the centre. Inside, 
custom organizers make 

it easy to fit any chef’s 
dishes, pots and pans and 

cooking utensils. 

Continued on page 58
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The master bedroom on 
the main floor is large, yet 

warm and cosy with the 
addition of custom drapery, 

patterned area rugs and 
throws. There’s a master en 
suite and another bedroom 
across the hall. opposite: 

A reading nook with a red 
lounge chair in the hallway 

upstairs offers a quiet place 
to relax and enjoy a hot cup 

of tea on a cold day.
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There are two bedrooms, including the master, on the main floor and 
three more upstairs, all decorated with bright colours and fabrics that add 
texture and a modern feel to the all-wood interior. 

The bonus space is the completely private loft above the garage – a 
room with two single beds, a sitting area, clever storage and a separate 
bath with the works – a space any guest would loathe to leave.

Caruk, who is used to working with the best trades in the city, has 
nothing but great things to say about the locals who worked on the 
project. In particular, he sings the praises of Lorne Bunn Electric, 
Yanch and napoleon Home Comfort, Plumtech Plumbing inc., and 
McKerroll Excavating Ltd. and Carl Michaelis. 

Caruk is happy to give credit where credit is due. “Being the boss I’m 
the one who gets all the glory,” he says during the taping of the show. “But 
I wouldn’t get the glory if it wasn’t for my team.”

Pennie too is totally happy and content with her new weekend 
getaway. At the big reveal, she’s clearly in love with the log home she 
envisioned when she and her husband purchased the land almost five years 
ago. “I’d do it all again in a heartbeat,” she says as the cameras roll on an 
experience she will share with family and friends forever.  OH

The guest loft is located above the garage. The smart layout includes 
two twin beds, a sitting area and a complete en suite. Reds, blues and 
soothing earth-tones work together in this fun, functional suite. 

Transcanada.indd   1 12-05-10   11:09 AM

GREEN ROOFING
Finally, a roof that  
looks good, 
lasts a lifetime, 
and protects 
the environment.

Never re-roof again. NEVER.
Own a roof that pays for itself. Save up to 40% on air conditioning costs.
Improve and maintain your property value for decades.
Enjoy improved comfort. Your home will be cooler in the summer.
Double protection with a Lifetime Warranty and extreme wind resistance.
Thousands of satisfied customers across North America.

The Interlock  
Roof meets the  
most rigourous  
tests of environmental responsibility.
Made from up to 95% recycled material  
our lifetime roofing products are  
environmentally sustainable. 

Owning a Interlock Roof
	 •	ends	the	cycle	of	landfill	waste.
	 •	lessens	the	dependency	on	our	natural	resources.
	 •	lessens	pollution	in	your	area.
	 •	saves	you	money.

Call Ron Aqwa today for a quote.

1-705-321-2472
1-866-887-7713
ontgreenroofing.com

INTERLOCK SLATE ROOFING

Available roof styles:
Slate • Shingle • Shake • Tile 

• Standing Seam • Membrane
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50 Timcourt Drive, Tiny
$424,900

98 Shanty Bay Road, Barrie
$359,900

670 Stanley Crescent, Orillia
$969,000

28 Highland Drive, Horseshoe Valley
$1,389,000

Includes superior  
standard features such as:

Hardwood floors

Porcelain or ceramic tile

Quartz counters in   
  kitchen & baths

9’ ceilings

Discover life in Horseshoe Valley & come  
see our beautiful future proof homes.

The future is green.

Prices starting at

$399,900

VISIT OUR MODEL HOMES TO FIND OUT MORE

23 & 24 Landscape Drive, Oro-Medonte
MODEL HOME HOURS: Sat, Sun, Tues & Wed 12pm-4pm

After hours call 705.739.0058

www.horseshoeridgehomes.com

A SELECTION OF HOMES 
FROM THE CHILTON TEAM:

RLPChilton Fall12.indd   1 29/08/12   2:13 PM
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If your fall focus is buying 
or sel l ing or a new re-do 
somewhere in your home, 
we’ve got a star lineup you can 
count on for service, products 
and a job well done.

SatiSfaCtiOn 

Anna Lewandowska
sales representative, royal lepage First contact realty
W h y  d o  yo u  loV e  Wo r k i n G  i n  r e a l  estat e ?  I love working with 
people. I enjoy meeting new people and helping them make one of the 
biggest purchases they’ll ever make. I believe in building a business/personal 
relationship with clients that will last for many years. My goal is to ensure my 
clients make a great financial decision and at the same time love their house. 
h oW  d i d  B u i l d i n G  yo u r  oW n  cu sto m  h o m e  m a k e  yo u  a 

B e t t e r  aG e n t ?  We recently built our home in Midhurst and it could not 
have been done without my husband Brent Yanch’s knowledge and expertise. 
I realized how many little details go into building a home and learned about 
construction and the associated costs.
d o  yo u  p l a n  to  e n t e rta i n  t h i s  Fa l l?  Yes, we love to entertain 
and my kitchen was designed with that in mind. We always have family and 
friends over for a big Thanksgiving celebration.

guaranteed

Continued on page 64

www.renovationsbyrodgers.com 
Barrie, ON • 705.739.7720

Building Your Dream 
With Our Team

Join our following  
Receive a monthly newsletter 
with the latest design trends, 
tips, and tricks of the trade.

Visit: www.klinteriordesign.ca
for details

KL
I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N

Kristylynn Banman  |  705.795.7958  |   info@klinteriordesign.ca

beautiful. functional. timeless.

Consultations & Full Services

 KL Half Vert Fall12.indd   1 29/08/12   2:01 PM
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George Begley
owner, elmvale home Building centre

W h y  d o  h o m eoW n e r s,  B u i l d e r s  a n d  co n t racto r s 

k e e p  co m i n G  Bac k?  We consistently provide exceptional 
customer service to all our customers. We offer quality products at 
competitive prices and have a team of helpful and knowledgeable staff.
t e l l  u s  a Bo u t  t h e  G r oW t h  o F  yo u r  B u s i n ess :  Our growth 
is a result of the long lasting relationships we build with our customers. We 
are focused on what our customers need.
FaVo u r i t e  Fa l l  act i V i t y:  Watching my son play hockey.

Paul and Angelo Decola
decola Windows + doors

c l i e n ts  co m e  to  yo u  Fo r  i n n oVat i V e 

p r o d u cts  a n d  e Xc e l l e n t  s e rV i c e .  W h at  i s 

yo u r  B u s i n ess  p h i loso p h y?  Simply put, integrity! We 
have the brands, the know-how and expertise to ensure your 

project is handled with functionality and performance in mind.
W h at  n eW  p r o d u cts  a r e  yo u  e Xc i t e d  a Bo u t ?  We 

like the Ostaco ENERSENSE vinyl window with high performance triple Low-e glazing, options 
for wood interiors, exterior custom-paint finish and Therma Tru fiberglass entry systems.

a n G e lo,  W h at ’s  yo u r  FaVo u r i t e  Fa l l  act i V i t y?  I am a hockey fan, so I look forward 
to the start of minor hockey season for my son, and of course my men’s recreational league.

pau l ,  W h y  d o  yo u  lo o k  Fo rWa r d  to  Fa l l?  Commiserating with all other fans  
out there in Leaf Nation.

Continued on page 66
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Fiona Reed
appliance consultant , sears Whole home 
W h y  i s  Fa l l  a  G o o d  t i m e  to  p u r c h as e  n eW 

a p p l i a n c es?  Fall is the time to think about coming indoors to 
our kitchens where it is warm and cosy. It is a great time to update 
your appliances to be ready for a busy season of family, friends 
and good times.
W h at ’s  t h e  B est  n eW  F e at u r e  yo u ’ V e  s e e n  o n  a  n eW 

a p p l i a n c e ?  New technologies allow you to use your smart 
phone to monitor some appliances when you are not at home.
h oW  d o  yo u  s p e n d  t h a n ksG i V i n G?  We go apple picking as 
a family then have family and friends over for a big dinner.

Gregory Olszewski
owner, Grand Floors 
W h at  k i n d  o F  F lo o r i n G  d o 

yo u  r eco m m e n d?  I recommend 
Canadian-made solid hardwoods 
for the residential market if it’s 
nailable to a sub-floor. I recommend 
engineered hardwood if it’s a 
concrete application.
W h at  cu sto m  p r o d u cts  d o 

yo u  o F F e r?  Pre-finished custom 
stair caps and a variety of custom-
finished trim and mouldings.
FaVo u r i t e  Fa l l  act i V i t y: 
Picking mushrooms (not poisonous) 
from local forests and hunting turkey 
for thanksgiving, leaving the bears 
and deer alone. 
Continued on page 68
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Marc Benoit
owner, pumbtech plumbing inc. 
 W h at  s e rV i c es  d o  yo u  p r oV i d e ?  We provide 
plumbing contracting services to residential, commercial 
and light industrial customers in Barrie, Simcoe County 
and Muskoka. We also have a 24-hour emergency 
service, offer video inspection and specialize in backflow 
prevention installation and testing.
t e l l  u s  a Bo u t  yo u r  sta F F:  Plumbtech has a 
dedicated group of skilled, licensed professionals and 
employees who have committed their time and knowledge 
to the plumbing trade, our company and individuals.

Lisa Harrison
interior decorator/staging consultant, added appeal
h oW  d o  yo u  a d d  a p p e a l  W h e n  staG i n G  o r 

d eco rat i n G?  I highlight the room or home’s best features, 
creating a focal point and downplaying any negatives. I arrange 
furnishings to utilize the space and create a positive flow. I 
also like to evoke emotion through the artful use of colour and 
texture, incorporating a trend or two.
W h e r e  d o  yo u  sta rt  W h e n  r e d es i G n i n G  a  s pac e ? 
I always begin by assessing how the space is used — it’s key to 
the overall design. I also take a favourite décor piece and use it 
as a jumping-off point for design inspiration.
FaVo u r i t e  Fa l l  i n s p i rat i o n :  Nature and fall’s vivid 
colours inspire me. I also look to fashion and the wide array of 
textures used for the season. 
Continued on page 70
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Robert Maslin
owner, kempenfelt Windows & doors
W h y  h as  k e m p e n F e lt  W i n d oWs  &  d o o r s  B e e n  Vot e d  Ba r r i e ’s 

B est  Fo r  1 4  st ra i G h t  y e a r s?  Kempenfelt Windows has been providing 
quality products at affordable pricing for almost 20 years. As important is the 
level of service and peace of mind our customers enjoy when dealing with a 
company they know and trust. Our reputation is second to none!
i F  i  Wa n t  to  r e p l ac e  W i n d oWs  h oW  ca n  k e m p e n F e lt  h e l p ?  By 
coming to your home and providing you with all the information in order to 
make an informed decision that will best suit your needs and budget. Then, by 
inviting you to visit our showroom to see the many styles of windows and doors 
we offer and to touch and feel the quality of the products.
d esc r i B e  yo u r  p e r F ect  Fa l l  day:  Driving up to Muskoka as the leaves 
change to have lunch on a patio overlooking Lake Joe.  OH
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SO haPPytogether

To say the Johnsons knew what they 
wanted in a new custom-built home 
would be an understatement.

Katherine meticulously sought out ideas over a five-year span on what 
she longed for in the new, Barrie-area home to share with husband Jeff and 
their two sons Christopher and Jeffrey.

“Jeff and I had spent a number of years building a portfolio of what 
we were looking for and what we liked,“ explains Katherine, who works 
as a nurse practitioner in Toronto while her husband works with Joe 
Johnson Equipment Ltd. “We went to see homes across the GTA and 
would even go to new home-building sites and explore to gather different 
ideas and features.”

The results of the couple’s research are quite impressive.
From the street, it’s clear this two-storey home built by DreamWood 

Homes of Barrie is something special. The exterior features natural 
Arisscraft stone.

clockWise From 
Far leFt: (1) The 
airy foyer welcomes 
visitors to the 
Johnson home. (2) 
The busy family of 
four escapes to the 
luxe living room with 
its fabulous Georgian 
Bay granite fieldstone 
fireplace surround. 
(3) The backyard 
is the ultimate 
playground. (4) The 
Johnsons: Katherine, 
Jeff, Jeffrey and 
Christopher. (5) The 
wood-panelled office.

Katherine Johnson 
wanted her dining room 
to be pretty, not formal. 

The elegant room is 
used often for family 
dinners and business 

get-togethers. 

Continued on page 74
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“We started building in the fall of 2010 and moved here in May 2012,” 
Katherine says. “There are a few things we would have done differently, 
but at the end of the day we love our home.”

A tour through this immaculate 7,000 sq. ft. home on three acres reveals 
a beautifully designed and decorated family abode that is all usable, 
thought-out space and true to the Johnsons’ vision.

Chris nitsopoulos from DreamWood Homes says this home was 
very exciting to build. “It is essential with a home of this size and so many 
superior finishes that the homeowners know what they want,” says Chris, 
who along with partner tino Zarcone build custom homes throughout 
central Ontario. 

Tino says they were able to meet Katherine and Jeff’s high expectations 
by working together as a team. “Each square foot was meticulously crafted 
with superior products and we feel we helped create a spectacular show 
home but also an intimate family home,” he says.

Crown moulding in the dining room and 
the tiered ceiling cutout in the kitchen 
were painted in dark and neutral tones to 
match the custom cabinetry. A butler’s 
pantry tucked behind the kitchen has 
a large wine fridge and ice maker. The 
pantry leads into the dining room for easy 
entertaining, where custom drapes from 
Salnek’s finished the look.

Katherine’s kitchen blends style and 
functionality. Ivory cabinets, top 
and bottom, line the walls on three 
sides while floor-to-ceiling chocolate 
cabinetry hides the large refrigerator-
freezer and surrounds the built-in wall 
oven. The dark cabinetry continues 
below the granite-topped eat-at island. 
The professional Wolf range is framed by 
a custom limestone hood mantel. 

Continued on page 76
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Featuring a 26-foot-high ceiling, the foyer affords an ideal view 
of the home’s most spectacular rooms. To the right upon entering, a 
expertly crafted old-world office features a spectacular, sunken wood-
patterned ceiling along with built-in shelving created by Absolute 
Cabinets, a company that also produced the kitchen cabinetry, most of 
the wainscotting and even the boys’ bedroom furniture. Katherine was 
impressed with the company’s use of a special machine that was able to 
bend the wood to create circular corners. The Johnsons say Troy, Jazzy 
and David were excellent to work with.

Across the foyer is the oh-so-pretty dining room. With seating for 10 
around a dark wood table and high-style upholstered chairs from ELTE, 

the room has plenty of neat touches, including two branches from small 
trees that were originally on the property. Katherine had help designing 
the room from Lidia van Zyl Design of Barrie. “I wanted my dining room 
to be pretty, but not formal,” says Katherine, who points out the dining area 
is perfect for both family dinners and her husband’s business get-togethers.

A butler’s pantry/bar leads to a wide-open kitchen, with French Pattern 
Travertine flooring. In this room, any chef would be more than pleased to 
create his or her favourite epicurean delights. Featuring stainless steel 
Miele and Wolf appliances, including a six-burner range top and double 
refrigerator/freezer, the kitchen also has a four-by-15-foot island, making 
it the ideal spot to prepare and then eat a meal. 

The extra-wide staircase 
with iron railings leads 
upstairs to the boys’ rooms, 
which are decorated to suit 
their personal interests. 

A wall of windows in the living room provides an all-inclusive 
view of the backyard. The grey sectional is big enough for 
the whole family to chill at the end of a hectic day. BeloW: 
Builders Chis Nitsopoulos and Tino Zarcone of DreamWood 
Homes say it was a pleasure to raise this incredible home. 

Continued on page 79
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The kitchen opens into the family room, which features a large 56-inch 
gas fireplace (Mark Bratty Concord Fireplaces) surrounded by Georgian 
Bay granite fieldstone. A refurbished barn-beam mantel was taken from 
another barn owned by the Johnsons only five lots away to give the 
fireplace a focal point with local splash. This room is the spot for the 
family to gather and relax together. A massive wall of windows reveals 
the fantastic playground outside.

The home has several other natural gas fireplaces (all from Concord 
Fireplaces), including one in the first-floor master bedroom that has a cosy 
sitting area along with vaulted ceilings, two walk-in closets (Absolute 
Cabinetry) and a patio walkout.

There’s also a fireplace in the nearby master bathroom along with a TV, 
jet tub, dark maple vanities, a natural stone floor and a shower area that‘s 
easily as large as a nearby powder room. “You can watch TV and see the 
fireplace from the tub – this is my little piece of paradise,” laughs Katherine.  

Custom drapes throughout the home were created by local designer 
Judy Salnek of Salnek’s Custom Window treatments. Many of the 
high ceilings were painted by Aurora’s Lucy Lown, who manages to create 
a dreamlike quality with canvasses resembling wispy clouds, while Steve 
Lynds painted the walls in greys and warm earth-tones.

Other companies involved in bringing the project to fruition and 
should be complimented include: northern Plumbing Systems, 
Wicklum Plaster and Stucco, the Design House, Barrie Bobcat & 
Landscaping and High Definition Home Systems, which completed 
the home’s high-tech automation system.

Flooring in the home by Barrie Flooring Centre is equally impressive, 
from the marble inlay floor in the foyer that’s partially covered with a stylish 
Oriental carpet to the quarter-cut, white oak that adorns much of the home.

The second floor features several more bedrooms and bathrooms as 
well as a long family/playroom where several guitars are on display and 

The master suite includes substantial walk-in closets and 
plenty of sparkle. The room has a sitting area facing the 
fireplace with limestone surround. The en suite has a jet 
tub and a huge glass shower with a view of the fireplace 
and TV on the opposite wall. 

Back outside, a sitting room with patio furniture 
sourced through Lisa Harrison of Added Appeal sits 
under a majestic covered porch. There’s a putting 
green just outside the door of Jeff’s “man cave” and 
a tennis court that is converted into an ice rink with 
arena boards during the winter months. 

Continued on page 80

78  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2 o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2  79

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r



ready for picking by either Katherine or her two sons. She adds, “It’s also 
a good spot for our sons when they have sleepovers. We’ve had a whole 
hockey team up here.”

Sports seem to play a big part in the family’s life with a fully-equipped 
gym located in the basement along with an indoor “dry-ice” skating/
shooting pad.

The big backyard features an in-ground pool from Barrie’s G & G Pool 
Service and Renovation Ltd. accompanied by neat decorative stone 
touches by Barrie’s Dearborn Designs, along with a tennis court that 
doubles as a hockey rink in the winter, complete with real arena boards. 
Topping it off for summer is a seven-hole artificial grass putting green for 
would-be duffers and the boys to practise.

There’s also a hot tub, pool house and a majestic stone fireplace for 
warming up in comfort while enjoying those chilly autumn nights.

A large attached four-car garage sits prominently beside the home, 
providing easy access and leading into the home‘s large mudroom where 

Katherine insists hockey players, 13-year-old Barrie Colt Christopher 
and 11-year-old North Central Predator Jeffrey hang their sweaty gear 
after a game.

A separate two-storey “man cave” behind the home is almost done. 
“This is Jeff’s play area,” claims Katherine.” It features three large-screen 
televisions to ensure not an ace, goal or touchdown is missed. There’s 
room for sports cars and has a granite bar, a poker table, a games area on 
the second level and some of the coolest trophy, fresh-water fish, caught 
by the Johnson boys. 

Katherine says she’s ecstatic with the work of both the DreamWood 
team and the many tradespeople who worked on the project. “If you treat 
your trades well, they’ll treat you well,” she says. “We are very happy with 
the excellent work. Building a new home is not a simple task. We said we 
would only do it once and saved and researched for five years and then it 
took us almost three years to complete. But because of the people and the 
new friends made along the way, it’s been a truly worthwhile journey.”  OH

The loft above the garage (top left)  is 
where Christopher and Jeffrey hang 
out with their friends when they’re not 
playing outside or working out in the 
basement gym.

From Our House to 
Your Home at a Price 

You’ll ♥ Love

7 0 5 . 7 2 2 . 3 3 5 5  |  1 . 8 0 0 . 2 4 2 . 8 0 8 7

1585 HWY 11 NORTH, SHANTY BAY  
(Just 7kms N of Barrie on the east side of Hwy 11N - Gasoline Alley)

w w w . k i t c h e n a n d b a t h d e s i g n h o u s e . c o m

Unbeatable  Quality & Pricing Come & see for yourself!

Now AvailableT D  C a n a d a  T r u s t F i n a n c i n g

HOME SHOW SPECIALS  

AVAILABLE IN-STORE!

 Visit our 2500 sq. ft. showroom
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Whether for a 
cosy lunch on 
a blustery day, 

a DIY after-school snack for 
bottomless teens, or a last-
minute dinner for busy nights, 
grilled cheese is the ultimate 
go-to food. And, there’s the 
comforting nostalgia factor 
– who didn’t grow up eating 
these simple, yet perfectly 
satisfying sandwiches?

These days, grilled cheese 
is enjoying its day in the 
limelight. Restaurants are 
springing up across the 

country, dedicated solely to serving gourmet versions of these humble sandwiches. 
High-end bistros everywhere are guaranteed to have a cheesy sammie on their menu. 
Even cookbooks featuring only grilled cheese are published.

What lends the grilled cheese sandwich to these gourmet adaptations is its 
versatility. While processed cheese slices and white bread work in a pinch – or for 
everyday enjoyment – playing with the variety of cheese, artisanal breads and the 
addition of meats and veggies takes a plain old grilled cheese to grand heights.

To help you liven up your grilled cheese, here’s an epicurean delight, sure to please. 
And some tips for making the perfect grilled cheese, no matter the filling.

AGED GOUDA GRILLED CHEESE WITH
CARAMELIZED ONIONS AND BACON (Makes 2 sandwiches)

online For the OUR HOMES staff’s favourite grilled cheese recipes,  
visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com/grilledcheese 

glOriOUS   grilled cheese
7 TiPs fOr thE bESt 
grillED ChEESE EVEr

1. Choose your cheese wisely. The best 

grilled cheese sandwiches combine 

at least two different types of cheese 

– one for its flavour profile, the other 

for its melting properties. For flavour, 

consider  aged cheeses,  smoked 

cheeses, parmesan or blue cheese. Best 

melting cheeses include mozzarella, 

fontina, cheddar or provolone.

2. Grate instead of slice. Grated cheese 

allows you to cover the surface of the 

bread more evenly. And the cheese 

melts quicker, so the bread doesn’t 

scorch while you wait for gooey cheese.

3. Consider the bread to cheese ratio. 

There is nothing more disappointing 

than bit ing into a gri l led cheese 

sandwich and having to literally search 

for the cheese. To avoid this, slice your 

bread no thicker than 1/2-inch thick and 

pack in the cheese!

4. Use a non-stick pan. This ensures 

that not only does the bread not stick 

to the pan – making the flip easy – but 

those bits of crunchy melted cheese 

also don’t stick. And I think we can all 

agree that those crispy bits are one 

of the best parts of the grilled cheese 

sandwich experience!

5. Medium heat is the way to cook your 

grilled cheese. Too high, and the bread 

burns before the cheese melts – too low, 

and you’ll wait forever for the sandwich.

6. Use a lid. Cover the skillet while the 

grilled cheese cooks. This gives the 

cheese a chance to get ooey-gooey 

before the bread chars.

7. Don’t shy away from condiments. 

Of course, there is always ketchup. 

But pickles (bread & butter or dill), 

mustard, mayonnaise, sauerkraut, 

olives, cranberry chutney and roasted 

vegetables are just a handful of other 

condiments that will feel right at home 

alongside your sandwich.  OH

• CARAMELIZED ONIONS: Melt butter in small 
saucepan over medium heat. Add onion, salt, 
pepper and sugar. Reduce heat to medium-low 
and cook, stirring occasionally, until tender 
and golden, about 15 minutes. Set aside.

• Meanwhile, in large skillet, cook bacon over 
medium heat, turning once, until crisp and 
golden, 8 to 10 minutes. Transfer to paper 
towel-lined plate and set aside.

• Butter one side of each slice of bread. Spread 
mustard on the other side of each slice of 
bread. Arrange the cheese, onions and bacon 
on two slices of bread (on the mustard side) 
– sandwich with remaining bread.

• In large non-stick skillet, cook sandwiches over 
medium heat, turning once, until bread is crisp 
and golden and cheese is melted, 6 to 8 minutes.

• Slice in half to serve.

4 slices thick-sliced bacon

1 tbsp softened butter

4 slices sourdough bread

2 tsp Dijon mustard

½ cup each grated aged 
Gouda cheese and grated 
mozzarella cheese

carameliZed onions:

1 tbsp butter

1 onion, thinly sliced

Pinch each salt,  
pepper and sugar

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

by  Mar ia  daS i lva  //  PhotograPhy  by  SCott  hunter

Designer and Builder of exceptional, solid wood 
custom kitchens, cabinetry and furniture.

Unique designs from traditional to contemporary
•

30+ years of superior Canadian craftsmanship
•

Come visit our Showroom and Website
•

Affordable quality

batemanfurniture.ca
705-487-1903
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g o o d  t a s t e

One of my favourite methods for preparing food in the cooler months is braising – used 
for many of the classic dishes of Europe. Some celebrated examples are Boeuf Bourguignon, 
Coq au Vin, Sauerbrauten, Osso Buco, Goulash, Carbonnade Flamande, and the list goes on. 

In its simplest form, braising means to cook an item by slowly simmering it in flavourful 
liquid. The item can be a protein such as beef, lamb, fowl, game, etc. or vegetables such as 
artichokes or carrots. The liquid often consists of broth, and beer or wine. The meats used 
in braises are tougher and less expensive, but yield succulent results. I love the fact that a 
few inexpensive ingredients can turn into a sublimely tasting meal, all that is needed is a 
little patience and the result is truly worth the wait. Time is really the only thing that will 
allow the meat to fully achieve the tenderness it is capable of.

I also have a weakness for a dish with history, and typically these braised classics have 
at least one hundred years behind them. Take Boeuf Bourguignon for instance, originally a 
peasant dish from the region of Burgundy in France. Stripped to the basics, this is a humble 
beef stew. It originated over one hundred years ago and would have been prepared with a 
coarse, tough piece of beef, pearl onions and mushrooms. The classic recipe calls for lengthy 
braising in a full bottle of Burgundy (which is made from Pinot Noir, and nowadays will cost 
you at least $50 a bottle). This dish began as a farmer’s meal but over time gained gourmet 
status on account of its incredible taste.  

Lastly, I love braised dishes because they can incorporate loads of flavour through the 
use of wine or beer. Think of all the flavours in a big, juicy Cabernet Sauvignon, then think 
how great your lamb shank would taste bathed in it. The same holds true for beer. There are 
so many beers that are packed with flavour, and by adding them to the pot you’ll be adding 
all their flavour to your final dish. 

The best way to get comfortable with braising is to find a simple beef stew recipe that 
calls for wine. The Internet is an amazing source for recipes. Once you feel comfortable 
braising with wine, you can try beer. 

To the left is a short list of beers and wines that work wonderfully with food. Leftover 
wine works well, just remember the general rule that if you wouldn’t drink it, don’t cook 
with it. OH

iI adore the fall. For me it is a sentimental season, a time 
for getting cosy and enjoying family. Taking crisp walks 
through the woods wrapped in a favourite wool sweater, 
enjoying the changing colours of the leaves. Even my 
cooking gets more homey and heartfelt. The lean cuisine of 
summer is replaced by heavier meats and sauces, breads and 
cheeses. Bigger, bolder red wines start to get poured again 
and I have a tendency to return back to the classic recipes of 
Europe with all the flavour and tradition they have to offer. 

by  ton ia  w ilSon

Braising
winE anD bEEr

with

GREAT WINES FOR BRAISING: 

Cabernet Sauvignon 

Shiraz/Syrah

Merlot 

Pinot Noir

GREAT BEERS FOR BRAISING: 

Wheat Beers 

India Pale Ales 

Belgian or Abbey style ales

Porters 

Stouts

Tonia Wilson is a Sommelier and Chef

online Go to www.ourhomesmagazine.com/lamb  
for a simple braised lamb recipe.

1775 RIDGE RD. ORO-MEDONTE    $12,000,000 
MAGNIFICENT GATED 10 ACRE ESTATE WITH 385’ OF SHORELINE 
ON KEMPENFELT BAY. 22,142 SQ.FT. OF GRANDEUR INCLUDING 
12 BEDROOMS & 14 BATHS.     MLS #1205916

5488 FAWN BAY RD. RAMARA $1,145,000 
4010 SQ. FT. 6 BEDROOM ON LAKE COUCHICHING FEATURING 
VAULTED CEILINGS, HIGH-END FINISHES AND AMENITIES WITH 
ALL THE TOYS IS AN ENTERTAINER’S DREAM!    MLS #1109327

201-G TYNHEAD RD. BARRIE   $2,300,000
GRAND 5 BEDROOM 5391 SQ. FT. EXECUTIVE FAMILY HOME OR 
COTTAGE WITH BOATHOUSE.  ENJOY ON THE WATER LIFESTYLE 
WITH ALL THE CONVENIENCES OF CITY LIVING!    MLS #1204045

83 BERCZY STREET BARRIE  $899,000 
STATELY CENTURY HOME LOCATED CLOSE TO DOWNTOWN BARRIE’S 
BUSINESS DISTRICT AND WATERFRONT. IDEAL BED & BREAKFAST 
OR LIVE-IN PROFESSIONAL OFFICE CONVERSION.    MLS #1206537

1324 SPYGLASS POINT RD.RAMARA  $5,925,000
STUNNING 3 YR OLD 6000 SQ.FT. 4 BEDROOM MASTERPIECE 
PERCHED ON 2.25 ACRES WITH 256’ OF LAKE SIMCOE  
SHORELINE.     MLS #1206450

53 FAIRWAY CRT. ORO-MEDONTE $975,000 
LUXURY 4 BEDROOM 5145 SQ. FT OPEN CONCEPT HOME  
LOCATED IN HORSESHOE VALLEY IS A BUILDER’S HOME  
SHOWING TRUE CRAFTSMANSHIP.    MLS #1206091

4177 BAYVIEW AVE. RAMARA $1,399,000
CUSTOM-DESIGNED 4000 + SQ. FT. 4 BDRM LUXURY LAKEFRONT 
HOME. HARDWOOD AND CERAMIC HEATED FLOORS, GRANITE 
COUNTERS, HALOGEN POT LIGHTS AND MORE!     MLS #1203788

4171 BAYVIEW AVENUE RAMARA  $699,000 
ALL-SEASON 3 BEDROOM WATERFRONT HOME FEATURES AN OPEN 
PLAN AND SOARING CATHEDRAL CEILINGS WITH PANORAMIC 
VIEWS!    MLS #1203799

Buying or Selling? www.SimcoeLuxuryHomes.com

Michael Constable
C.L.H.M.A.   Broker
705.794.9500

Local Direct: 705.794.9500    
Toronto Office: 877.960.9995
mconstable@sothebysrealty.ca    
sothebysrealty.ca

WAT E R F RO N T & LU X U RY H O M E S

Sothebys Fall 12.indd   1 31/08/12   2:38 PM

CRYSTAL

$ 649

$ 139

$ 299

FROM TRADITIONAL TO
CONTEMPORARY.

livinglighting.com
barrielightinganddecor.ca

ELEGANT SOLUTIONS  
FOR YOUR HOME.

Create the dazzling looks you’ve 

always wanted at truly affordable 

prices when you visit Living Lighting.

Sale ends September 30, 2012 or while quantities last. Bulbs extra. May not be available in all stores.

(705) 721-9854  |  42 Caplan Ave., Barrie
(Located next to Home Depot) 
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A winding driveway bordered by nature and serenity leads to a luxurious country estate minutes outside Chatham. Nestled into the historic Thames River, this charmer 
includes ultimate privacy and many stunning features including picturesque surroundings. This enchanting custom home is situated on 10 private acres of southern 
exposure with magnificent river and magical garden views from all rooms. The exterior of the home includes many custom features. Expansive gardens, a yard 
equipped with 90% sprinklers, and strategic outdoor lighting have been planned to perfection.

Upon entering the lavish doorway, notice soaring 10+ foot ceilings, exclusive moldings, custom solid wood doors and maple planking floors throughout the entire 
home. Breathtaking open concept kitchen with custom cabinets, baseboards and trim, granite countertops, and in-home bbq and griddle. Entertain guests, cozy up in 
front of the two-sided fireplace, or find your way through the French doors leading to a luxurious screened in 800 sq. ft. flagstone patio which overlooks professionally 
landscaped grounds and a nature filled pond. Enjoy quality time with a loved one feeding friendly fish, frogs, and turtles. The property also features a boat dock situated 
on 875 ft. of erosion proofed river front. The dock can house three 64 ft. boats, includes a boat ramp and 200 amp service.

Main floor 840 sq. ft. master suite with spacious walk-in-closet, air-jet Jacuzzi with oversized piping for quick water flow, outfitted with a urinal, bidet, toilet, fireplace 
and sitting area.

Spacious guest room includes a 3 piece ensuite with outdoor stone patio. Other features include a utility room, a large basement for entertainment and storage, built 
in bar, ample closet space, spare bedroom, stained concrete flooring and a three-sided fireplace.

As an added convenience, a 1000 sq. ft. work office is included to simplify a busy schedule. The office includes a bathroom and a separate entrance into a granny flat 
featuring one bedroom, one bath, kitchen, living area and laundry room.

A 3-year old, 4800 sq. ft. barn is also included on the property featuring concrete floors, 5 large doors, men’s and ladies’ bathrooms, 
and heating for ultimate comfort.

For more information please contact Henry at 519.380.5966 Monday - Friday, 8am - 6pm

or visit www.6954granderiverline.com

5600 sq. ft. 
Waterfront 
4 Bedroom 
5 Bathroom
10 Acres
Barn/Seasonal Storage
3 Car Garage
Offered at

$1,599,000 6954 Grande River Line, Chatham ON

uxurious Thames River EstateL

HMV_Fall12.indd   1 12-08-21   10:36 AM

Making your old look new again.
9792 Simcoe Road 93 (Hwy 93) Midland • 705-549-7104

CUSTOM BUILT FURNITURE • ANTIQUE SHOWROOM • CUSTOM KITCHENSMMarcelville

BEFORE AFTER

Platinum LIGHTING CONTROL

705-794-3928
Call your custom home lighting specialist today  
for your free lighting consultation. 

Come see our show room at Full Line Electronics

www.platinumlightingcontrol.com
blavin@platinumlightingcontrol.com

•	 Live	 life	 s imply.	Comfortably.

We put the WOW factor in your home

Design your dream home or retrofit your existing home into a 
SMART home with RadioRA2, a wireless, total home control 
system. This energy-saving system gives you the ability to adjust 
the amount of daylight and electric light to create ambiance 
and convenience. While using our keypads or your SMART 
phone you control lighting, temperature and automated shades 
in a single room or throughout the whole home.



A MISCELLANy OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIqUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

BARRIE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
>> Source It

BrinG us your dream and We Will Build it!    
Proudly serving Barrie, Simcoe County, Muskoka and surrounding 

area for more than 20 years, we have become known as the home 
builder with heart.

At A.N.T. Construction, we understand your custom home or 
renovation is much more than a pretty building to return to at night. 
We realize it is the culmination of years of visioning, planning and the 
desire to live and thrive in an environment that matches your lifestyle. 

A.N.T. Construction’s commercial clients see the value in creating beautifully 
efficient work spaces where employees are proud to visit every day. Whether 
it’s an office, a clinic or studio, a restaurant, or even a hockey rink, potential 

customers wil l 
notice when such 
care is taken. 

O u r  t e a m 
of  met icu lous 
c u s t o m  h o m e 
b u i l d e r s  a n d 
r e n o v a t o r s  - 
including project 

managers, creative designers, industry experts and highly qualified 
tradespeople – work in partnership with homeowners to bring your visions to 
life. Experienced, licenced and fully insured, we are the builders who do things 
right. We collaborate with our clients and guide the process from concept to 
completion. We strive to go beyond customer satisfaction.
Please visit our website www.antconstruction.ca, or call us at 
705.431.2268 for additional information (Please see ad on page 15)

noBle insurance    
N o b l e  I n s u ra n ce  h a s 

experienced brokers who 
would be pleased to conduct 
a review of your property 
insurance. There are ways 
to minimize the expense 
associated with insuring 
your home, without giving up 
important coverage and peace 
of mind. Some tips: maintain 
the smoke alarms in your 
home and consider the value of installing a monitored alarm system; 
review your deductibles; plan renovations and use structural materials 
that are more cost effective to insure; check all your policy endorsements.  

All homeowner policies should carry Guaranteed Replacement Cost 
Value Insurance. Home values have increased substantially over the 
years, and the cost to rebuild your home may be more than you think.  

Talk to an expert at Noble Insurance to review your policy and get 
the coverage you need for your most important asset – your home. We 
can provide risk management service and advice to you and your family.  
We offer all lines of insurance, and combining policies with the same 
insurer can save you money.   
705.737.0136 • www.nobleins.on.ca (Please see ad on page 60)

kitchenart north – 50 shades oF Grey??    
Well...maybe not 50 but we have several! Grey is the new hot 

neutral being used in kitchens 
– in both stained and painted 
finishes.

I f  g r e y  i s  n o t  y o u r 
favourite colour come on in 
to see us and check out some 
of the other new colours and 
finishes to see what echoes 
your style. 

At KitchenArt North we 
take pride in being a small 
company so that we can offer personalized service and give the 
attention to detail that your project deserves.

Whether your plans are large or small, up-country, traditional or 
contemporary we have the products and ideas to make it happen.

“...designing kitchens for people who love to cook!”
KitchenArt North: 149 Welham Rd. Unit 23, Barrie 705.719.6712
KitchenArt: 20 Dawson Rd. Unit 2, Orangeville 519.942.8500
www.cabinetsbykitchenart.ca  (Please see ad on page 17)

renoVations By rodGers / restorations By rodGers    
At Renovations By Rodgers and Restorations By Rodgers, we take 

great pride in providing our customers with exceptional service and 
quality. With more than 25 years servicing Simcoe County and beyond, 
we have the knowledge and skills to complete any renovation. As a 
member of Renomark and a certified Green Renovator, professionalism 
is at the forefront of every project. Renovations By Rodgers is proud 
to be the back-to-back winner of the Simcoe 
County ACE Housing Awards’, Excellence in 
Home Addition for 2011 and 2012.

Renovations By Rodgers employs an 
extraordinary team of skilled craftsmen to 
complete any renovation, including kitchens, 
bathrooms, basements and home additions.  
We will treat your ideas as our own. Each client 
is unique and has unique questions, concerns 
and ideas. We believe that by establishing a 
relationship with each client, we will better 
understand individual requirements and make 
each dream a reality.

Restorations By Rodgers is our 24-hour 
restoration division, responding to emergency calls for fires, water 
losses, vehicle and tree impacts, and any other insurance-related 
emergency. Our certified Restoration team will put your mind at rest 
amidst stressful situations and treat your home as if it was their own.

When considering your next renovation, or if you should have an 
insurance claim, call Renovations By Rodgers and Restorations By 
Rodgers. We have the necessary experience, proven track record, and 
will treat you as part of our team.
705.739.1690 • www.renovationsbyrodgers.com (Please see ad on page 63)

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

We are looking for you…
Sales Representative position available for

OUR HOMES Barrie

Please email cover letter and resumé to
jjefferson@ourhomesmagazine.com

Flexible hours, unlimited earning potential. 
Use your natural talents and join our fun and 
winning team. Candidates should be highly 
motivated, interpersonal sales professionals 

who are proficient at closing.  
Magazine sales experience an asset.

Housser’s Paint & Wallpaper 

87 Colborne St. W., Orillia

705-326-8066

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home 

514 Bayfield St., Barrie

705-728-5566

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home 

551 Bryne Dr., Unit A, Barrie 

705-728-5567

Tripp’s Paint & Decorating 

259 King St., Midland 

705-526-7411
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Visit 
www.magazinefranchise.ca 

Click on franchise opportunities.  
Or call Suzanne Strong 519.538.4528
franchise@ourhomesmagazine.com 

Join our happy and successful team  
and create maximum value  

for your advertisers and readers.

Creating value, creating opportunities

Be your own boss, put your network  
to work for you, provide the very  
best advertising solutions in your  

community, and build equity in  
your very own business.

Each regional OUR HOMES magazine 
features local content, local homes, 

local style, local builders, local  
trades, and local stores.

You can own
OUR HOMES too!
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/oakville

plus
STYLE PICKS

FOR EVERY ROOM

CLASSIC 
CHARM
IN OAKVILLE

LOVE YOUR 

LOCAL TALENT

glorious
LIGHTING

Sophisticated Style
WITH BREJNIK FINE HOMES

PREMIERE

ISSUE

OH_Oakville_Fall_2011_W_Ads.indd   1

11-08-24   2:52 PM
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/algoma

SEASON’S BESTSTYLE PICKS

plusPAIRING WINE & CHEESE  
SMART DECORATING IDEAS

this

3rdANNIVERSARYISSUE

PRE-FABULOUS&MARSH HALL

A DAY AT

OH_Algoma_Winter_2011_12_w_ads.indd   1

11-11-24   6:17 PM
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/london

2Stunning 
RENOVATIONS

OH salutes
SMALL BUSINESSES

HOT WINTER

STYLE PICKS

& DESIGN IDEAS

plus
IMPRESS

YOUR GUESTS

THIS SEASON

OH_London_2011-12_w_ads.indd   1

11-12-07   6:29 PM
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/muskoka

plus
STYLE FINDS
TAKE YOUR PICK

LAKE HOUSE 
MAKEOVER

charmerMODERN COUNTRY

DESIGNING 
WOMEN

PANACHE
FURNITURE WITH 

WISHING
Winter

OH_Muskoka_Winter_2012_w_ads.indd   1

11-12-08   6:58 PM

View any regional magazine at  
www.ourhomesmagazine.com

appliances
BarBer & haskill Pg 20
ta appliance Pg 3

BBQ’s/Fireplaces  
napoleon home comFort Pg 48&49

Builders 
a.n.t. construction Pg 15, 88
BiG east construction Pg 16 
dendor Fine homes Pg 26
dreamWood homes Pg 21
eVerGreen home & cottaGe Pg 46
Gilkon construction ltd. Pg 71
homes By daycor Pg 23
renoVations By rodGers Pg 63, 88

BuildinG/landscapinG supplies 
elmVale home BuildinG centre Pg 13
transcanada Wood products Pg 59

caBinets & WoodWorkinG 
edWards custom caBinets Pg 46
marcelVille Pg 87
perkinsField kitchen & Bath Pg 5

countertops/Granite & stone  
di pietra desiGn Pg 4

Financial/insurance/mortGaGe 
noBle insurance Pg 60, 88

FloorinG/stairs/trim/ 
mouldinGs  
a Gallery oF interiors – 
 the desiGn centre Pg 27
Barrie trim Pg 37
desert tile Pg 51
Grand Floors Pg 93
transcanada Wood products Pg 59

Florists/Floral desiGn 
Fresh FloWers By leanne Pg 10

Furniture & home décor  
anchiQue Pg 40 
Back in thyme Pg 40 
Bateman custom Furniture & 
 caBinetry Pg 83 
Blair interiors & WindoW Fashions Pg 47
heritaGe homestead Pg 8
la-Z-Boy Pg 2
my Front porch Pg 40
raFters/liVinG liGhtinG Pg 85

saturday aFternoons home store Pg 83
sears home store Pg 12
seasons Pg 42
shaW’s interiors Pg 11
sienna home decor 
 & GiFt Gallery Pg 20
staples desiGn Group Pg 17

Geothermal  
nottaWasaGa mechanical Pg 91
yanch Pg 47

Glass Walls  
monarch moVeaBle Glass Walls  
 Pg 26

Glass/mirror & desiGn  
Barrie metro Glass Pg 95

heatinG & air conditioninG  
napoleon home comFort Pg 48&49
nottaWasaGa mechanical Pg 91
yanch Pg 47

home entertainment  
Full line electronics Pg 27

home improVements  
a Gallery oF interiors – 
 the desiGn centre Pg 27
BiG east construction Pg 16
renoVations By rodGers Pg 63, 88 

home security  
huronia alarms Pg 9

interior decoratinG/ 
interior desiGn  
added appeal Pg 41
chantale & co. Pg 91
kl interior desiGn Pg 63
lVZ desiGn Pg 40
riGht at home interiors Pg 83
staples desiGn Group Pg 17
terri clark interiors Pg 8

kitchen and Bath  
a Gallery oF interiors – 
 the desiGn centre Pg 27
desiGners plus kitchen & Bath Pg 18
kitchen & Bath desiGn house Pg 81
kitchenart north Pg 17, 88
ls kitchens & caBinetry Pg 23
marcelVille Pg 87
perkinsField kitchen & Bath Pg 5

landscapinG/laWn & Garden  
Blue diamond pools & landscapinG  
 Pg 19
GeorGian sprinklers Pg 88
near north landscapinG Pg 46
the Great Garden reViVal company  
 Pg 37

liGhtinG  
Glass liGhtinG Gallery Pg 16
raFters/liVinG liGhtinG Pg 85

mattresses/BeddinG  
BarBer & haskill Pg 20

paintinG & decoratinG  
Benjamin moore Pg 89
laBar sales Pg 6

plumBinG 
plumBtech Pg 91

pools  
Blue diamond pools & landscapinG  
 Pg 19

real estate  
royal lepaGe – the chilton team  
 Pg 61
royal lepaGe – dorothy slocum Pg 43
royal lepaGe – anna leWandoWska  
 Pg 51
sotheBy’s – michael constaBle Pg 85
thames riVer estate Pg 86

rooFinG  
interlock rooFinG Pg 59
ontario shake n’ tile Pg 96

smart home technoloGy  
Full line electronics Pg 27
huronia alarms Pg 9
platinum liGhtinG control Pg 87

WindoW treatments  
Blair interiors & WindoW Fashions Pg 47
complete Blinds Pg 21
salnek’s custom WindoW  
 treatments Pg 15

WindoWs & doors  
Barrie trim Pg 37
decola WindoWs & doors Pg 41
kempenFelt WindoWs & doors Pg 7

OUr hOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies have 
utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we’re making it easier than 
ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below 
are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUr hOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at jjefferson@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-429-4479.
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Motivate your kids to do well in school this year 
with a structured, tailor-made homework station.  

hOMEwOrK

by  andrea  raMaC i er i  //  PhotograPhy  by  tara  Chattell

CrEating a

Station

Pick a sturdy,  
well-built desk with 
storage. files are 

important for deadlines 
and on-the-go  

projects.

Purchase a 
large piece of 

pegboard at the 
hardware store, paint  
it and secure it to the 

wall above  
a desk. 

a desktop light 
or a floor lamp is 

important when your 
child needs to study the 
night before a big test 

or exam.

Continued on page 94

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

• HARDWOOD, PINE, LAMINATES, CORK, BAMBOO, TILES, STAIRS, TRIM & MOLDINGS • 
• PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION, REPAIRS, RESAND & REFINISH OLD FLOORS & STAIRS • 

• SPECIALISTS IN WATER BASE FINISHES (ECO FRIENDLY) •

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES:
705.721.6852   1.800.721.8407

SEE US AT OUR NEW LOCATION:

74 Saunders Rd., Barrie (facing Hwy 400)   
www.grandfloors.ca

Servicing Simcoe County & Muskoka Since 1988

FullWARRANTY

WINDOW
AND DOORgallery

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE$

Receive 1 Cleaning Kit
& Feltacs Covers FREE
With any purchase of Hardwood or Laminates for over $750 value

FREE DELIVERY in BARRIE
with any purchase over $1500

CANADIAN made Hardwood
by PREVERCO INC.
35 Years Warranty, Up to 25% OFF on selected flooring!
Installation available for $2 / sq.ft. with 5 yrs written warranty!

Summer/Fall 2012 Special!

GrandFLoorsFall12.indd   1 29/08/12   1:52 PM
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get creative and design 
your own corkboard in 

a fun shape. 

a Diy 
chalkboard is a 

fun project and super 
inexpensive. you can 

purchase the chalkboard 
paint at any hardware store. 
we cut a piece of plywood 

to fit an inexpensive 
frame.

hide and organize your cords.this box 
contains a small powerbar plugged into the 
wall through the back. feed your computer 
and printer cords through the front.

Use paper clamps and 
long wooden pegs to 
hold and organize 
your supplies.

we saved various sizes 
of tin cans, painted them 
and attached them to 
the pegboard to store 
homework essentials, like 
pencils and markers.  OH

The workspace could 
be in a child’s bedroom 
or in a common area 
where it can also 
be used for crafts 
or a home office. Be 
creative, make it age 
appropriate and get 
your child’s input. We 
chose a 15-year-old girl 
as our inspiration. 

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

94  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2



1-888-271-7119
www.roofontario.com

Get Canada’s Best 
LIFETIME ROOF!
Get Canada’s Best 
LIFETIME ROOF!

LIMITED TIME OFFER! 
We are looking for homes in your area,  

so we can demonstrate to your neighbours, 
why our lifetime roofing system is becoming 
CANADA’S #1 CHOICE. By participating 
in this program you will receive a substantial 
SAVINGS OF UP TO 30%! CALL NOW 

and join our thousands of satisfied customers!

GREEN ROOFS 
COME IN MANY 
COLOURS

CANADA’S 1ST AFFORDABLE PERMANENT ROOFCANADA’S 1ST AFFORDABLE PERMANENT ROOF

•	 Meets	stringent	Energy	Star	guidelines
•	 Impervious	to	Hail.	Best	Warranty	in	North	America.
•	 Tested	at	120	MPH	Hurricane	Force	Winds	by	Underwriters	
	 Laboratories.	The	Highest	rating	available	by	UL.
•	 Up	to	65%	Solar	Reflective
•	 Save	up	to	20%	on	your	energy	bills
•	 Maintenance	Free
•	 INSTALLED YEAR-ROUND!

Ontario.indd   1 11-06-10   1:57 PM


