
P There was no question about the type of home the Schades wanted on 
the barren site – a custom Riverbend Log structure from New Brunswick, 
where white cedar kits have been manufactured since 1986.

Their next task was finding the right builder to raise the structure in 
the remote location; someone they could trust to get the job done right. 

Pennie decided to email celebrity builder Jim Caruk, the man behind 
one of Canada’s most respected renovation, homebuilding and media 
brands. 

“Jim responded right away,” Pennie says. “And together we began what 
turned out to be an amazing 14 months.” 

The build was filmed for the Caruk Group’s new HGTV series 
Builder Boss and was the first episode to air in June.

“I’d never built a log home before,” Caruk laughs at the filming of the 
big reveal last winter. “I wanted to take a run at it, and it was a lot more 
work than I expected, but I had a great client.”

Caruk’s crew drove north from the city every day for the first two 
months and, so did Pennie, bringing coffee and making lunch daily for 

the team. The crew then stayed at the Orillia Highwayman Inn in Orillia.
 There was no electrical, no plumbing and no driveway when the build 

started. The crew had to dig the hole, pour the foundation, frame the 
structure and piece together the 3,400 sq. ft. log home. 

Caruk says every log, nut, bolt and beam had to fit perfectly together. 
“I thought it would be a piece of cake,” he says. 

 A no-nonsense kind of guy, Caruk tells it like it is, and in this case, he 
makes light of the log puzzle that, at times, baffled his crew.

“Every log has a number, and a letter that goes with the number,” he 
chuckles, describing the precise instructions. “The whole thing’s made up 
of over 1,500 interconnecting logs totalling over 6,000 linear feet of wood.” 
There was no room for mistakes.

The build took its toll on the crew, especially during the bitter-cold 
winter months. But Pennie was there every day, doing her best to keep 
the crew on track.

“I stayed out of their way but made sure they were fed and happy,” 
she says.
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Pennie and Reg Schade wanted a weekend getaway for their family to play at – where 
their two sons could cut loose on dirt bikes and enjoy their passion for paintball. 
With help from ReMax real estate agent natalie Paul, Pennie found the ideal spot in 
Horseshoe Valley – a field of dreams on almost 50 acres. 
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Continued on page 54

The great room in this fabulous log home has 
a contemporary vibe. Designer Heather Smillie 

helped owner Pennie Schade select upholstered 
furniture in a soft green hue that complements the 

majestic stone fireplace surround and the brown 
leather club chairs. opposite: The mantel was 

hand-carved by B.C. artist Peter Forbes. 

52  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2 o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2  53

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r



With the log puzzle complete, the Caruk crew laid 3,000 sq. ft. of elm 
flooring and finished the beautiful kitchen, complete with a stunning 
elm-topped island, light cabinetry with rollout shelves and plenty of 
extra storage. 

The tiles in the mudroom and five bathrooms are Indian Autumn slate. 
The master en suite has Travertine Noce tiles. 

Pennie worked with designer Heather Smillie, of Heather Smillie 
Designs inc. to complete the cosy look she wanted. “With all the big 
beautiful windows, we wanted to bring the outside in and add a modern 
look to the natural landscape,” Smillie says. “We had to go big but with 
balance and contrast. We didn’t want any yellow because of the wood 
walls, so we went with greens and dark browns.” The look is exactly what 

Pennie wanted, a beautiful, relaxed interior design with a contemporary, 
natural feel. 

The focal point of the main living area is the wood-burning fireplace 
(napoleon Home Comfort) with a majestic floor-to-ceiling cultured 
stone surround. The intricate mantel was hand-carved by B.C. artist 
Peter Forbes. 

In the dining room, a custom five-foot square table fits the family’s 
needs, and way up high on the partial wall hangs a bear hide, a perfect 
touch to the home that sits in a valley of trees. The framed art, flowers 
in bloom, is the work of Pennie’s son C.J., a talented photographer. 
The Schade’s oldest son, Michael, had his hand in every aspect of the 
construction, helping and learning throughout the build.

There’s room at the island 
to enjoy a quick bite or a 
whole meal but the family 
gathers in the dining room 
around the custom square 
table for eight. The bear 
skin up high is a perfect 
addition to the log home.

riGht: Designer Heather 
Smillie, Builder Boss Jim 

Caruk and homeowner 
Pennie Schade (sitting) 

gather in the kitchen 
of this just-completed 

log home. BeloW: The 
U-shaped kitchen has 
white cabinets galore 

on the perimeter and a 
black elm-topped island 

in the centre. Inside, 
custom organizers make 

it easy to fit any chef’s 
dishes, pots and pans and 

cooking utensils. 

Continued on page 58
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The master bedroom on 
the main floor is large, yet 

warm and cosy with the 
addition of custom drapery, 

patterned area rugs and 
throws. There’s a master en 
suite and another bedroom 
across the hall. opposite: 

A reading nook with a red 
lounge chair in the hallway 

upstairs offers a quiet place 
to relax and enjoy a hot cup 

of tea on a cold day.
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There are two bedrooms, including the master, on the main floor and 
three more upstairs, all decorated with bright colours and fabrics that add 
texture and a modern feel to the all-wood interior. 

The bonus space is the completely private loft above the garage – a 
room with two single beds, a sitting area, clever storage and a separate 
bath with the works – a space any guest would loathe to leave.

Caruk, who is used to working with the best trades in the city, has 
nothing but great things to say about the locals who worked on the 
project. In particular, he sings the praises of Lorne Bunn Electric, 
Yanch and napoleon Home Comfort, Plumtech Plumbing inc., and 
McKerroll Excavating Ltd. and Carl Michaelis. 

Caruk is happy to give credit where credit is due. “Being the boss I’m 
the one who gets all the glory,” he says during the taping of the show. “But 
I wouldn’t get the glory if it wasn’t for my team.”

Pennie too is totally happy and content with her new weekend 
getaway. At the big reveal, she’s clearly in love with the log home she 
envisioned when she and her husband purchased the land almost five years 
ago. “I’d do it all again in a heartbeat,” she says as the cameras roll on an 
experience she will share with family and friends forever.  OH

The guest loft is located above the garage. The smart layout includes 
two twin beds, a sitting area and a complete en suite. Reds, blues and 
soothing earth-tones work together in this fun, functional suite. 
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GREEN ROOFING
Finally, a roof that  
looks good, 
lasts a lifetime, 
and protects 
the environment.

Never re-roof again. NEVER.
Own a roof that pays for itself. Save up to 40% on air conditioning costs.
Improve and maintain your property value for decades.
Enjoy improved comfort. Your home will be cooler in the summer.
Double protection with a Lifetime Warranty and extreme wind resistance.
Thousands of satisfied customers across North America.

The Interlock  
Roof meets the  
most rigourous  
tests of environmental responsibility.
Made from up to 95% recycled material  
our lifetime roofing products are  
environmentally sustainable. 

Owning a Interlock Roof
	 •	ends	the	cycle	of	landfill	waste.
	 •	lessens	the	dependency	on	our	natural	resources.
	 •	lessens	pollution	in	your	area.
	 •	saves	you	money.

Call Ron Aqwa today for a quote.

1-705-321-2472
1-866-887-7713
ontgreenroofing.com

INTERLOCK SLATE ROOFING

Available roof styles:
Slate • Shingle • Shake • Tile 

• Standing Seam • Membrane
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