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Barrie
705-719-1390
42 Caplan Avenue 

Brantford
519-750-1118
195 Henry Street 

Kitchener
519-578-0300
932 Victoria St. North 

MoN. To FRI. 9-9,  SAT. 9-6,  SuN. 11-5   

How to grill like a pro.
Shop TA for your next BBQ.

We stock and sell the complete model 
line-ups of Broil King and Weber grills

year-round !

Imperial
Series

Explore your grilling options today!

Discover the biggest selection of 

premium BBQ tools and accessories 

so you can cook it up like a pro too.

Signet 
Series

Crown
Series

Regal
Series

Sovereign
Series

ALL NEW
BROIL KING
BARON
SERIES!
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705 .527.6116
p e r k i n s f i e l d k i t c h e n @ r o g e r s . c o m

like us on

Designing Custom Cabinetry since 1997

Connecting families ... one kitchen at a time
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Shaw’s  
FLOOR MODEL SALE ON NOW!

Now Introducing  
Perri Fine Furniture 

Another great  
Canadian company!

Featuring Canadian Made 
fine furniture from  

BERMEX



Housser’s Paint & Wallpaper 87 Colborne St. W., Orillia 705-326-8066

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home 514 Bayfield St., Barrie 705-728-5566

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home  551 Bryne Dr., Unit A, Barrie  705-728-5566

Tripp’s Paint & Decorating  259 King St., Midland  705-526-7411

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home 
551 Bryne Dr., Unit A, Barrie 

705-728-5567

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home
514 Bayfield St., Barrie  

705-728-5566

Tripp’s Paint & Decorating 
259 King St., Midland 

705-526-7411
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Presenting

CERCIO
f r o m  e l k
ELK (www.elkgroupinternational.com) headquartered in the United States is a premier  
designer and importer of indoor and outdoor residential, designer and commercial lighting 
fixtures, decorative accessories and furniture. An award winning team of international  
designers and engineers ensure that each product is created with uncompromising detail 
and unparalleled design. The company founded in 1983 distributes over 5,000 products 
under ELK Lighting, Landmark Lighting, Sterling Industries, Baldinger, Dimond Lighting, 
Artistic Lighting, HGTV Home, Trump Home, Historic Royal Palaces, Biltmore Estates, and 
Mary Kate and Ashley brands.

31 King St, Units 1 & 2, Barrie  705.722.7772  www.glasslightinggallery.com 
New Arrivals Weekly OPEN: Mon to Fri 9-7  |  Saturday 9-4  |  Sunday 11-4

Glass Lighting SP13.indd   2 2013-03-05   1:48 PM

C A N A D I A N  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

New Countertops
    as Easy as ...

In a hurry? We can install as early  
as ten days from your template date.  
Our experienced Technicians will 
ensure a perfect fit.

When you come into Di Pietra Design be sure to bring  
with you a birds eye view drawing of your project and  
the measurements. This way we can ensure to give you  
a complete and accurate quote with no surprises.    

Di Pietra Design offers the 
largest selection of natural 
and man-made stones. You 
can hand pick quality slabs 
at our location and we will 
provide you with a quote at 
unbeatable prices.

Bring Us your Project

Custom Select 
Your Material

Enjoy your New 
Counter top

11
2
2
3

3
672 Welham Rd, Barrie, ON  |   705.727.0096  |   www.dipietradesign.com   
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pf 2 Huronia Home Theatre – Dec 6, 2012 

CLIENT
Huronia Alarms

AGENCY
Whiting & Holmes Limited
Jacyln Jones, Account Manager
541 Brant Street, Suite 8
Burlington, Ontario  L7R 2G6
289-337-3662
jaclyn@whitingandholmes.com

PUBLICATION
Our Homes SGB

AD SIZE
8.375”  X  10.875” trim
bleed, CMYK

Safe. Secure. And Sound.

Your theatre. 
It’s where you dream.

         hen you spend the time sourcing the latest audio and video tech-
nology and products, you want the wiring and installation to be done 
right, the first time. Huronia knows how important this is, and we have 
over 40 years of know-how that you can depend on.  

From simple consultation, complex multi-room audio and video installation  
right through to complete home automation, including lighting control 
and powered window treatments.

Contact us today to talk about your audio, video and home entertainment 
needs. 

Collingwood  705-445-4444 • 800-504-3053    Midland  705-792-9311 • 888-363-9311www.huroniaalarms.com

Home Theatre 
Security & Monitoring
Fire & Safety

Huronia 

W

pf 1 Huronia theatre.indd   1 12-12-06   8:38 AM

All Glass Showers have been installing custom glass showers in Central Ontario’s finest homes for over
twenty-five years, that’s all we do.  An affordable and easy renovation solution that enhances the value
of any home.  An All Glass Shower will look as elegant as the day it was installed, shower after shower,
year after year.  Contact our office today for a free in home consultation or visit our website for a special
limited time Guardian ShowerGuard offer.   www.allglassshowers.ca

Install A Frameless Glass Shower Enclosure And...

705-718-2683



MMY HOUSE IS A MESS. Most rooms are covered in dust. Tools 
are piled high in my bedroom. Tile, grout, paint, taps and fixtures are 
everywhere. Yet I am so excited! 

You see, our en suite bathroom is finally getting a complete makeover. 
I can’t wait until it’s done.

Every day, Rob, our talented contractor, adds a new layer to the project.  
He just finished grouting the shower walls and floor and is about to finish 
the rest of the floor and then paint. 

But I’m anxious. It’s looking good but I hope all the elements I’ve 
selected look great together when it’s complete.

Rob gutted the small en suite right down to the studs so it was a clean 
slate, a blank canvas – a room full of possibilities. I sought advice from 
builders and designers about construction, materials and colours. Then 
we went out and purchased the tile, vanity, taps, lighting and doors and 
picked the paint colour (Ocean Breeze). 

It was a daunting task for such a small room. We’ve selected a look that’s 
white and bright. However, the biggest challenge is staying on budget.

The inspiration for our bathroom comes from Chris and Wendy 
Small’s home atop BLiSS yoga in downtown Barrie (page 76). Their large 
contemporary bathroom is beautiful.

I also love the en suite bathrooms in the other two homes we are so 
pleased to share with you. Ian and Helen Berry’s cottage on Georgian Bay 
(page 56) is a classic treasure that will stand the test of time. We also 
visit Joan Kelso and John Alousis at their gorgeous Midhurst home, built 
several years ago to accommodate their four boys (page 30). 

All of our homeowners in this spring issue understand the ups and 
downs of building new and the endless decisions that have to be made. 

It is also the season to clean, which is exactly what I have to do post-
reno. Meet some local spring-cleaning experts on page 66.

This issue is full of inspiring ideas for all your projects – both inside 
and out.  

Enjoy!

Sincerely,

Georgette McCulloch, Editor-In-Chief
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

My Inspiration

Gilkon SP13.indd   1 2013-01-14   12:46 PM
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Insulating 
air pockets.

Inspiring design.

Energy Wise
Manufacturer’s Rebate Min.

$100
Up to 50% of a home’s heating and cooling energy 

is lost through its windows. 

With the ‘honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb’ 

construction and three insulating air pockets, 

Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades increase 

energy effi ciency. 

Purchase three Duette® Architella® honeycomb 

shades between January 1st and April 30th, 2013 

and you’ll receive a $100 manufacturer’s rebate. 

Also, purchase any number of additional Duette® 

Architella® honeycomb shades and you’ll receive 

an extra $25 for each.

Shutters . Blinds . Draperies . Bedding
Free In-home Consultations

393 Yonge Street, Barrie
705-727- 0567

www.completeblinds.com
For more information, call 705-735-0732 or visit WWW.GRANDVIEWHOMESBARRIE.COM 
GRANDVIEWHOMESSALES@GMAIL.COM Sales offi ce located at 2 Auburn Court, off Ardagh.

• 40-50 FT LOTS
• LOOKOUTS & WALKOUTS
• GREEN SPACE

See Why We’ve Been Voted Barrie’s Best Builder

beautiful homes by the bay

One Dedicated Builder Presents 
Two Great Communities

phase iii just released – only 44 29 lots remain

55% 
SOLD

OFFERING 
• GREEN SPACE
• WALK-OUT LOTS
• EXTRA DEEP LOTS

ARDAGH RD, WEST OF FERNDALE

30% SOLD

COMMUNITIES FROM THE
 LOW $350’S

AT BIG BAY PT. RD., EAST OF YONGE
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Canadian Furniture • Local Art • Designer Jewelry • Unique Gifts!

212 King Street, Midland, ON (corner of King & Bay)
705.527.7403   www.MyFrontPorch.ca

WE’VE  
MOVED!

705-322-4562705-322-4562

Buying or Selling 
Waterfront

37 Years Real Estate. For the service you deserve,  
Call Darcy today! 

Lake Country Real Estate Inc. Brokerage

Darcy Warner, Broker
101 Colbourne St. E, Orillia, ON L4V 1T9 

705-326-9292 (Office)
darcywarner1@gmail.com
www.orilliaareawaterfront.com

705-791-2878Exclusive ONE HOUR consultation by 

Signature Interiors  
when you buy or list. To make it just right.

www.prestigioushomeinspections.com

• HARDWOOD, PINE, LAMINATES, CORK, BAMBOO, TILES, STAIRS, TRIM & MOLDINGS • 
• PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION, REPAIRS, RESAND & REFINISH OLD FLOORS & STAIRS • 

• SPECIALISTS IN WATER BASE FINISHES (ECO FRIENDLY) •

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES:
705.721.6852

SEE US AT OUR NEW LOCATION:

74 Saunders Rd., Barrie (facing Hwy 400)    

www.grandfloors.ca

Servicing Simcoe County & Muskoka Since 1988

FullWARRANTY

WINDOW
AND DOORgallery

FINANCING
AVAILABLE$

Receive 1 Cleaning Kit CANADIAN made Hardwood
& Feltacs Covers FREE by PREVERCO, TOSCA, ALEXANDRA, 

BSL, ANCESTRAL and more.
with any purchase over $1000

Installation available from $2 / sq.ft. with 5 yrs written warranty!
FREE Delivery in BARRIE

with any purchase over $2000

25thAnniversar
y



This is a small price to pay. Imagine, when your pasta starts to boil 
over you don’t have to pick up that heavy pot to avoid a nasty mess, 
you simply turn the heat down and it instantly reacts.  

4. A popular item that has become more affordable is the microwave 
drawer. With an open kitchen design, you tend to sacrifice upper 
cabinets. Instead, items are placed lower down, like in an island. With 
a microwave, this always posed a challenge. Using a drawer makes it 
easier as you access your food from above. This idea is brilliant.

5. Using a sensor (like in a public washroom), a touchless faucet is just 
that – you don’t have to touch it. They are sanitary and convenient for 
little ones. This is ideal for hand washing (because they mix hot and 
cold water) but as your main kitchen faucet, you still have to adjust 
the temperature the old fashioned way.

6. A really luxe cabinetry option is the electronic drawer slide. You lightly 
touch the face of your drawer and it will electronically push itself 
out. To close, simply touch the face again and in it will go. No more 
slamming and no more half closed drawers, but beware of the cost!

7. LED lighting technology has developed in leaps and bounds. If you 
were hesitant due to the inability to dim your lights and the cold stark 
tone, those problems have been solved. Warm light and dimmable 
bulbs make LED lighting the next generation in all things lit. The bulbs 
are pricey, but you will save big in the long run – they last for years and 
are energy efficient… and fully recyclable too! 

8. Stainless steel and glass are not exactly new to the world, but their use 
in a modern setting can be remarkable. A glass or stainless backsplash 
is sleek and seamless (depending on size) making it a clean option 
compared to porous grout lines. Stainless toe kicks (the base of the 
cabinet) create a nice modern detail and glass walls make an otherwise 
dull space reflective and bright. 

9. One of my favourite uses for an iPad is as a never-ending recipe book, 
however to use it properly you need a great stand. Try the P2 by Elago 
for a simple and affordable solution. Next time you have a question 
about cooking a roast, the answer will be right in front of you.

10. Whether cooking for yourself or a group, music is definitely important. 
So for the kitchen, try the Sonos wireless music system. This can be 
loaded onto your iPad (or maybe your fridge!) and connect you with any 
music, radio show or station you can access online. Limitless listening. 
I consider this a must-have (it’s easy to use too).

The key to modernizing your space is to make it work for you. Think 
about how you live in your kitchen and what tools are important to you. 
For myself, it had to be sparse, clean, quick and easy. Translation: My 
appliances have glass fronts for easy cleaning; I installed big, long stainless 
pulls on my drawers for easy access; and the iPad became a permanent 
kitchen fixture. The only trouble is keeping it on the counter, and not in 
the hands of the kids!  OH

MODERN kitchens
I’m building a new home and giving a lot of 
thought to my kitchen. Can you help me with some 
current ideas for new appliances and generally 
modernizing my space? – Donna

Designer Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

a d v i c e

THE MODERN KITCHEN
A kitchen has a lot of moving parts and when discussing technology 

we tend to focus on appliances. However, there are a few other ways to 
make your kitchen look modern and benefit from progress or changes 
in design.

Here is my Top 10 List of Kitchen Advances (including appliances) 
that will help you cook and entertain with ease:
1. Refrigeration. One new development is to make our fridges “smart” 

so to speak. LCD screens on the outside are compatible with apps for 
note taking, scheduling and viewing recipes. Say goodbye to sticky 
notes and magnets, and hello to a built-in information station. Some 
of the more mainstream brands are also including higher end options 
like LED lights, which really jazz up the interior.

2. In oven technology, one of the biggest changes is the rise in popularity 
of steam ovens. Injecting moisture into cooking will certainly keep 
meats moist, but these ovens also claim to reduce cooking time 
significantly. One drawback is the lack of browning you get with a 
traditional oven. However with that added time you can pop your 
chicken into your traditional oven for a quick broil.

3. With virtually no waiting time and absolute control, induction 
technology has changed the world of electric cooktops. The energy 
savings alone make up for the minor inconvenience of a glass surface 
(which is not resistant to scratching) and the need for magnetic pots. 

SONOS

SA
M

SU
N

G KO
H

LE
R

MIELE
ELAGO

705.527.1515
www.freshfl owersbyleanne.com

212 King Street, Midland212 King Street, Midland
        follow us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/freshbyleanne

Discover Our Showroom
35 Cedar Pointe Dr, Unit 33, Barrie, ON 

705.726.9861   |  www.designersplus.ca
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www.renovationsbyrodgers.com 
Barrie, ON • 705.739.7720

Building Your Dream 
With Our Team

Transcanada Sum11 HR.pdf   1   11-05-05   3:43 PM

Includes superior  
standard features such as:

Hardwood floors

Porcelain or ceramic tile

Quartz counters in   
 kitchen & baths

9’ ceilings

Discover life in Horseshoe Valley & come  
see our beautiful future proof homes.

The future is green.

Prices starting at

$424,900

VISIT OUR MODEL HOMES TO FIND OUT MORE

21 & 24 Landscape Drive, Oro-Medonte
MODEL HOME HOURS: Sat, Sun, Tues & Wed 12pm-4pm

After hours call 705.739.0058

www.horseshoeridgehomes.com

A SELECTION OF HOMES 
FROM THE CHILTON TEAM:

#102, 330 Brewery Lane, Orillia
$449,900

1969 Forest Valley Drive, Innisfil
$629,900

20 Somerset Boulevard, Oro-Medonte
$599,900

2 Midves Court, Midhurst
$1,399,000

RLPChilton SP13.indd   1 2013-02-28   4:49 PM



Y
“Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication.”  
– Leonardo da Vinci

Your spring “to do” list just got 
a little easier with our local 
picks for every room in your 
house, including your porch, 
patio or deck.

GLASS LIGHTING GALLERY 
AND HOME FURNISHINGS
(1) Branch Chandelier
Light up your dining room, kitchen or 
foyer with this beautiful hand-forged, 
metal Rainforest chandelier by Currey 
and Company. The tree branches hang 
horizontally, lit with 14 candle lights. 
31 King St., Units 1 & 2
Barrie
705.722.7772
www.glasslightinggallery.com

SIMPLY COUNTRY FURNITURE
(2) Ashley Furniture Collection
This Mestler living room console will add a casual, vintage feel to your 
home and provide some stylish storage. It has a medium brown finish 
with colourful door accents, creating a reclaimed look. The collection’s 
four other pieces are also on the floor at Simply Country.
323 King St.
Midland
705.526.7630
www.simplycountryfurniture.ca

1

2

Continued on page 26 1004A Carson Road, Barrie, Ontario
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STONES
(3) Porcelain, Glass and Stone
Stones carries low-cost natural 
stone veneer, building stone, floor 
tiles, mosaics, landscaping stone 
and wall panels. The selection 
is impressive. Fast delivery and 
excellent customer support.
1037 Carson Rd. 
Barrie
705.794.9048
www.stonescanada.com

NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT
(4) Porch Rocker
A classic, comfortable design. This 
traditional porch rocker not only looks 
great, it’s made of recycled plastic so 
it’s maintenance-free. That means no 
cracking or peeling, no painting or 
splitting and no rotting. Available in 16 
colours.
24 Napoleon Rd.
Barrie
705.721.1214
www.napoleonhomecomfort.ca

COMPLETE BLINDS
(6) Roman Shades
Design Studio Roman shades by Hunter 
Douglas offer a simple, sophisticated look 
for any room. Select your shade style, your 
fabric and then add a valance or trim for a 
truly custom look. 
393 Yonge St.
Barrie
705.727.0567
www.completeblinds.com

ANCHIQUE
(7) Milk Paint
Grab some powdered, all-natural Miss Mustard Seed milk 
paint and give that tired piece of furniture a healthy new 
finish. Just add water. Pick from 12 amazing colours, 
including Mustard Seed Yellow. 
Barrie Antiques Centre,  272 Innisfil St.
Barrie
705.252.6114
www.anchique.com

RONA
(8) Bathroom Vanities
Is there a bathroom reno in your future? 
Rona has a huge selection of vanities to fit 
any bathroom. This pre-assembled wood 
vanity has a slow-close drawer, a stainless 
steel handle and a cultured-marble vessel 
sink. Faucet sold separately. 
61 Mapleview Dr. E.
Barrie
705.792.6670
www.rona.ca  OH

BARRIE TRIM AND MOULDINGS INC.
(5) Interior Doors
Introducing the new West End collection. These doors are simple, clean and 
modern. Two styles, Melrose and Berkley, come in a range of widths and 
80-and-84-inch heights. Available in chocolate or primed white, ready to paint. 
52 Saunders Rd.
Barrie
705.739.2200
www.barrietrim.com

3

4
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Residential, commercial & estate property lawn & garden maintenance
Complete tree and stump removal

Fertilizer and weed control programs

Award-winning Unilock Designs
Patios & Walkways • Retaining Walls

Natural Stone • Water Features

Expect the best ...
      We’re greener
                    than the rest!

D E S I G N  •  B U I L D  •  M A I N TA I N

(705) 726-9189www.flgweb.ca

Call today for discounted  
pre-paid 2013 lawn programs!

Foster Lawn & GardenFoster Lawn & Garden LTDLTD

HARD AT WORK. NOT HARD 
ON YOUR BUDGET.

No Payments, No 
Interest for 12 months 

then 17.9%†²

†Offer valid from 3/1/2013 until 4/30/2013 and is subject to John Deere Financial approval. Down payment required. A 
$50 documentation fee may apply. Monthly payments and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed 
and down payment. Minimum finance amount may be required. The charge for amounts past due is 24% per annum. Taxes, 
set-up, delivery, freight, and preparation charges not included. Additional fees may apply. Subject to John Deere Financial 
approval. Program subject to change, without notice, at any time. For personal or commercial use. ‡Offer valid from 
3/1/2013 until 4/30/2013 and is subject to John Deere Financial approval. Down payment required. A $50 documentation 
fee may apply. Monthly payments and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment. 
Minimum finance amount may be required. The charge for amounts past due is 24% per annum. Taxes, set-up, delivery, 
freight, and preparation charges not included. Additional fees may apply. Subject to John Deere Financial approval. 
Program subject to change, without notice, at any time. For personal or commercial use. 2For purchases on your John Deere 
Financial Multi-use Account for personal use only. Offer is unconditionally interest free for the first 12 months. After the 
12 month period, for eligible purchases of goods and services: 1) minimum monthly payment required (see example below); 
and 2) finance/credit charges will begin to accrue immediately on amount financed at 17.9% per annum until paid in full. 
No down payment required. A statement of account will be provided monthly. For example, after the 12 month period, on 
a new John Deere X749/54 Mower, based on a cash selling price of $15,165 (selling price in example is based on MSRP as of 
3 May 2012 and may change at any time without notice. Dealer may sell for less) less a down payment of $0, to be financed 
for a maximum of 74 months with 62 monthly payments of $379.13, totalling $23,505.75 based on 17.9% AIR with a cost of 
borrowing of $8,340.75 results in a total amount to be paid of $23,505.75. cSubject to John Deere Financial approval and 
dealer participation. In the event you default on this or any John Deere Financial Multi-Use Account transaction, interest on 
all outstanding balances on your Multi-use accounts (including on this and all special Term transactions on your Multi-use 
Account) will begin to accrue immediately at 19.75% AIR from the date of default until paid in full, and you will be required 
to make monthly payments on your Multi-use Account equal to 2.5% (personal use); 3.0% (commercial use) of the original 
amounts financed plus interest. Taxes, set-up, delivery, freight, and preparation charges not included and may increase 
price or monthly payment(s).Minimum purchase and finance amount may be required. See your dealer for details. Program 
subject to change, without notice, at any time.

Great Products...Family Supported
3464 Horseshoe Valley Rd

Barrie
(705) 734-2424

www.mclarenequipment.com

0% FOR 42 MONTHS†

Select Series™ Tractors

• X300R Select Series™ 

• X530 Select Series™ 

• X540 Select Series™

0% FOR 48 MONTHS‡

35D Compact Excavator

323D Compact Track Loader

• Ergonomic low-effort pilot controls 

• Optional angle blade & clamp thumb 

• Zero tail swing

• Industry-exclusive auto-idle 

• 50-percent larger top window 

• Ergonomic sealed cab with A/C

AD3KKCC1AA48339-MCE4X100312OHM-4C-00387575
MCE4X100312OHM-4C

CUSTOM HOMES
RENOVATIONS

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

BUILDING
BUILDING

Homes
Dreams

705.294.0785 
cl@bigeastconstruction.com
www.bigeastconstruction.com

KL
I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N

Join our following  
Receive a monthly newsletter  

with the latest design trends, tips,  
and tricks of the trade.

Visit: www.klinteriordesign.ca
for details 

Custom Homes, Custom Interiors, Consultations

beautiful. functional. timeless.

Kristylynn Banman  |  705.795.7958  |   info@klinteriordesign.ca



BY  ANDREW PH I L I PS
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

full
HOUSE

This Midhurst family home is full of 
fantastic memories for Joan Kelso, 
John Alousis and their four sons. 
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J Joan Kelso and John Alousis have built a 
 home that can sometimes prove difficult to replicate.

While many newer builds feature abundant living space and plenty 
of modern conveniences, not all can successfully claim to ooze warmth, 
charm and character quite like the Midhurst couple’s abode does.

Located just a short drive from Barrie’s hustle and bustle, their home 
on a quiet cul-de-sac has proven to be a welcome respite for their friends, 
business associates and most importantly their four boys Scott, Derek, 
Alex and Luke.

“We love it out here and the kids loved it growing up,” explains Joan, 
who works as an investment advisor while her husband practises law in 
Barrie.

When she and John first started dating, they each had two young 
sons. They eventually formed a blended family and quickly outgrew their 
previous cramped quarters that possessed just one bathroom.

“It was crazy, you should have seen our hockey schedule,” Joan jokes 
as her sons Scott, 22, and Derek, 20, chat nearby.

Derek, who now attends Acadia University in Wolfville, Nova Scotia, 
says moving to Midhurst was a welcomed change.

“It was great to have your own space,” he says of a recent visit 
home. “It was just so much bigger. We used to love playing hockey and 
skateboarding outside. There was just a lot more to do and it was quieter.”

To help with the design process and find ideas, Joan and John regularly 
visited open houses throughout the area, but actually ended up finding 
their dream design on the Internet.

“Fortunately, my husband was very involved in the process,” Joan adds. 
“He’s very detail-oriented.”

Designed with help from architect Peter Archer of Peter Archer 
and Associates in Barrie, the solid two-storey was custom built in 2005 
and has since been featured on the May Court Club of Barrie’s annual 
Christmas tour.

LEFT: Joan and John 
chat in the great room 
before heading to work. 
ABOVE: They host friends 
and business associates 
regularly so the large 
open space is perfect 
for gatherings. There’s 
a service opening from 
the great room to the 
lovely kitchen, which is 
handy when guests arrive. 
RIGHT: A quaint sitting 
area in the great room.  
FAR RIGHT: John’s office 
is located off the large, 
welcoming foyer. 

Continued on page 34
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From the large and open front foyer, one is able to survey an inviting 
living room, formal dining room and office area all featuring magnificent 
Brazilian cherry wood flooring installed by Todd Phillips of North 
Country Wood Floors in Barrie that changes colour naturally depending 
on the light.

The spacious living room features a wonderful upright piano, plenty of 
comfy seating and an imposing hearth that encompasses a cosy fireplace 
for those chilly winter nights. In the warmer months, a nearby wooden 
deck provides a popular place for guests to mingle.

In that vein, the home has also become a popular meeting place for 
business associates, including members of both the Springwater and 
Huronia Rotary Clubs.

“We have the Rotary Christmas party here, we have meetings here,” 
Joan explains. “We really like to entertain, it’s a lot of fun.”

It’s also easy to see why the kitchen completed by Cartier Kitchens 
Inc. has become such a focal point in the home.

“We designed the kitchen from something I found in a book,” Joan 
points out. “It was neat to see it come together.”

The kitchen has ample custom cupboard space as well as high-end 
Jenn-Air and Kitchen Aid stainless-steel appliances from Sears and 
a wonderful four-by-10-foot island, equipped with a double sink and 
enough working space to thrill any chef. “We’re part of a gourmet cooking 
club so we often have a group of people over and we’re all working 
together,” Joan says. “It’s a lot of fun.”

The kitchen also features one very original design aspect that almost 
seems like a throwback to yesteryear with a comfortable sitting area 
complete with TV located just a few feet from the island.

The kitchen is a focal point of the home. The 
granite-topped 10-foot island has a double sink 
and lots of space to prepare meals. LEFT: The 
dining room is located at the front of the home. 
OPPOSITE BELOW LEFT TO RIGHT:  Linda 
Stewart of Madison Lane Designs helped stage 
the home, which is now for sale. This beautifully 
designed serving area in the kitchen has a pass-
through to the great room. A butler’s pantry 
with lots of storage and a prep area separates 
the kitchen and dining room.

Continued on page 36
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“Our kids would do their homework either at the island or sitting over 
there,” Joan says. “It was great to have everyone together when we were 
preparing meals.”

Connected to the kitchen via a fully-stocked butler’s pantry, the well-
appointed dining room features plenty of natural light, an important aspect 
one finds throughout the home thanks to a varied range of Pollard windows.

The main-floor, master bedroom comes complete with a large en suite 
that has a walk-in shower along with a jet bath that like all of the home’s 
plumbing was completed by Barrie’s Plumbtech Plumbing Inc.

There’s also a cosy sitting area that’s large enough to accommodate 
two comfy chairs for reading along with a double-sided, Heat & Glo gas 
fireplace installed by Cancilla Heating & Air.

“This is our sanctuary, this is where we would run to,” Joan says, noting 
there’s also a hot tub located just through the bedroom’s patio doors.

Walking up to the second floor, one is struck immediately by the impressive 
second-floor landing that not only features ornate iron railings created by 
Barrie’s John Derks, but also affords a wonderful view of the downstairs.

The landing itself is likely big enough to accommodate a brass band 
and also serves to divide the upstairs with two bedrooms and a bathroom 
located on each side.

The oversized basement also provides an oasis for those looking 
to unwind. There’s a large workout room with top-of-the-line fitness 
equipment, a pool table and a corner couch facing a large-screen TV, gas 
fireplace and beautiful stone mantel. Arriscraft stone was used to cover 
the building’s exterior.

The home also features a three-car garage, located just off a nice-sized 
mudroom and near the large laundry room that’s equipped with plenty of 
cupboard space, a washtub and a Whirlpool washer and dryer.

The master suite has it all — a three-sided gas 
fireplace, a comfortable sitting area and a master 
en suite with a beautiful vanity, his-and-her sinks, 

a soaker tub and a separate glass shower. 

Continued on page 38
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lifetime product that functions perfectly 
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There’s abundant storage space on all three levels, including a neat 
hideaway spot off one of the boy’s bedrooms where Joan says young Alex 
used to create his Lego masterpieces.

And with forests surrounding the area, seeing a wide range of wildlife 
is a regular occurrence with foxes, rabbits and even an owl dropping by 
on occasion.

But despite all of the good times and warm camaraderie, the couple are 
now looking for something new, perhaps near the water.    

The Chilton Team, Royal LePage First Contact Realty is listing 
the home this spring.

“We just don’t need as much space anymore,” Joan says. “But it’s not a 
hardship living here while we’re selling.”

Prior to putting the home on the market, the couple enlisted the help 
of Linda Stewart of Madison Lane Designs.

“The agents brought me in to do a home-staging consultation and 
we ended up doing some painting and added a frosted door and transom 
between the en suite and the master,” Linda says. “Joan and I also went 
shopping together, adding some furniture and accessories.”

Joan says working with Linda was a very positive experience.
“John and I are so busy so it made our lives so much easier,” she says. 

“We could have as much input or as little as we wanted in the process.”  OH

The huge lower level is where the 
boys gather with their friends for 
a movie or a game of pool.

Vasey, ON  |  edwardscustomcabinets@bell.net   |   www.edwardscustomcabinets.com  |   705-835-6846  |  705-333-3611

KITCHEN | BATHROOM | FURNITURE

Building perfection ... every time ... for over 20 years!

CUSTOM CABINETS
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230 Bayview Drive, Unit 7, Barrie ON 705.727.0229  
For additional inspiration, visit our website: www.agalleryofinteriors.com

Quality, Professional and Affordable Renovations
Whether you dream of a stunning stone fireplace, updating your kitchen or bathroom or replacing your flooring, A Gallery of Interiors 
is truly your one stop Barrie and area design centre, featuring a showroom, direct from supplier buying power and our very own line of 
flooring. We work strictly with professional trades to provide expertise, reliability and functional design solutions to captivate everything 
you have imagined for your renovation to become a reality … on time and on budget.

Inspiration
is now waiting for you
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Live in Midhurst in  
True Forested Lots!
Estate Lots from 1 to 3 acres

No Payments With Two Year Financing Available

Only

 8 MINUTES

to Barrie!

705.770.4322   705.733.4432   www.dreamwoodhomes.com

For those  
who value the 
difference!

9170 Highway 93 West, Midland    |    705-526-7900    |    www.fulllineelectronics.com

Your Source for all
your Audio/Video needs

The best brands in one location:

interior design. custom homes. project management.

A full service design firm presenting high-end luxurious designs  
providing both a personal expression and an enjoyable living space.

41 King Street, Unit # 5 Barrie, ON 
705-791-7480 

info@madisontaylordesign.com 
www.madisontaylordesign.com
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the Gallery

Supplying and fabricating superior, unique gemstone, granite, marble,  
travertine, onyx and quartz slabs from Italy.
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In fact, you can eliminate a chunk of your travel costs simply by 
exchanging your home with someone who can offer theirs to you for 
the same period of time in a place you want to go, say, France, Australia 
or San Francisco. In short, you’re house swapping. It’s not really a new 
idea, given one of the oldest vacation home exchange organizations, 
HomeLink International, has been around since 1953. But when the 
Internet transformed our lives not so long ago, and the economy tightened 
up, home exchange programs blossomed. Now, potential exchangers can 
communicate directly with each other in seconds, posting and previewing 
thousands of alluring vacation property pictures with a simple click. In 
fact, Google Maps will take you right to the front door of pretty much any 
property you want to check out. 

If the house swap idea appeals to you, first ask yourself: Am I a trusting 
and trustworthy individual who is relaxed and easy-going? We all know from 
experience that beautiful pictures don’t necessarily tell the whole story. John 
Mesinger, of the website www.homeexchangeguru.com, says, “There will 
be problems and glitches, and you must accept these gracefully.” Although 
he and his family are veterans, having participated in 12 vacation exchanges 
worldwide, he adds, “When you arrive in a strange home in a strange place, it 
takes you a while to get used to the home, its quirks, and the region.”

Still thinking of those dollars you’ll save? The chance to live like a local 
in another culture? Spacious quarters, rather than cramped hotel rooms? 
If the answer is yes, follow these steps... and start packing!

ARRANGE THE EXCHANGE
• JOIN A REPUTABLE EXCHANGE PROGRAM. You will 

likely have to pay a fee to list your home. For example,  
www.homelink.org/canada charges $150 for a basic one-year 
membership. 

• PUT TIME ON YOUR SIDE. You’re not just booking a hotel, so 
start planning well ahead of when you actually want to travel.

• BE FLEXIBLE. The more date ranges you put out there – for 
example two or three weeks between July 1 and August 31 and 
two weeks between February 15 and March 31 – the more likely 
you’ll find an appealing exchange. Don’t limit your destinations. 
Even though you’ve always wanted to see Tuscany, that dreamy 
California cottage might be available exactly when you are able 
to travel. Consider travelling to spots where house exchanges are 
popular, such as Australia, New Zealand, Western Europe, New 
York, and North America’s West Coast.

• SING YOUR OWN PRAISES,  
 especially if you do not live in 
 a popular tourist destination. 
Maybe you’re not in downtown 
Toronto, but you are offering 
a spacious property with a 

backyard pool. Stress the big 
city is within easy driving distance 

of your place and describe the many 
other fun day trips nearby. 

• SPEND TIME EMAILING POTENTIAL 
EXCHANGE PARTNERS. Get to know individuals, as well as 
you can online, to see if you click. Some sites provide client 
reviews of exchange homes and families. 

• GET IT IN WRITING. Most programs provide an exchange 
agreement signed by both parties covering issues such as 
utility expenses and any domestic responsibilities such as pet 
care and grass cutting. 

PREPARE YOUR HOME
• CLEAN UP.  Make sure your place is spic and span, and the 

beds are made with freshly laundered linens. Leave a change 
of sheets. Provide two sets of towels per person.

• REMOVE CLUTTER. Pack away precious belongings and free 
up some dresser drawers and closet space. 

• PROVIDE A MANUAL of how things work in your home. Leave 
the name of a neighbour or handyman who can be called in an 
emergency. 

• MAKE SURE YOUR INSURANCE IS UP TO DATE and that 
your policy covers any damage done in your absence. This is 
especially important if your exchange partner will be driving 
your vehicle. Insurers will like the fact that your home is 
occupied in your absence.

• PROVIDE A TOURIST INFORMATION FILE and maps for 
your guests. 

• LEAVE A SMALL WELCOME GIFT such as a nice bottle of wine 
or a few gourmet treats.

Your chances of arranging a great exchange are better if you own a 
vacation property, especially one in a 
popular tourist destination. And 
because it’s not your primary 
residence, you won’t have 
to worry as much about 
finding exact dates that 
work for both partners in 
the exchange. 

If your best surprise 
i s  n o  s u r p r i s e ,  h o u s e 
swapping may not be your 
ticket. If, however, you’re 
the type who prefers new 
experiences to predictable 
ones, you’ll likely find the exchange 
exciting and a great way to enjoy the 
comforts of another home... almost as much 
as your own.  OH

BY  MARY  HATT
I L LUSTRAT ION  BY  SHE I LA  BR I TTON

vacation
HOUSE SWAPS

The biggest investment you will ever 
make is your home, and if you like to 
travel you can use your property as a kind 
of vacation currency. 

CENTURY 21 MILLENNIUM INC. BROKERAGE*

*Independently owned and operated ® and TM Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V. used under license by 
Loyalty Management Group Canada Inc. and Century 21 Canada Limited Partnership

A fabulous, must-see property on the 6th Line of Innisfil, 2nd farm east 
of Hwy 400. This 99 Acre cash crop farm has a very well maintained 
bungalow on the property along with a number of great outbuildings.  
Approx. 72 acres has been cleared, with an additional 25 acres of mixed 
hardwood bush. Invest & enjoy this income producing property!

For more details on these & other properties, 
visit www.maureenlight.com

Your home will be promoted on the Toronto Real Estate Board
Serving you in the NORTH! Promoting you in the SOUTH!

Developers - take note!

An Equestrian’s Delight!

Maureen Light Sales Representative
Direct: 705-896-1027 
Bus: 705-445-5640  
Toll Free: 1-866-669-6608  
Email: maureen.light@century21.ca  
Website: www.maureenlight.com

This private estate property, with easy access to the GTA, with 98 acres 
of adventure in rolling hills and country living from the 2500 SF century 
house with separate guest quarters, to the well preserved/insulated barn 
& outbuildings. Centralized to all area amenities, including Horseshoe 
Valley & Moonstone Ski Resorts, numerous golf courses, and a short drive 
to major waterways for boating fun and relaxation. A truly unique property 
with many possible uses & great potential!
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I consider eggs en cocotte to be the “little black dress” of egg dishes. You can 
dress them up for any occasion. They are so lovely in their individual ramekins 
and have a perfect balance of delicacy and richness. Like little pots of heaven! 

And they’re dead easy. Just take care to not overcook them or the egg will 
become rubbery and certainly lose its appeal. Remember that the ramekin retains 
heat and the egg will continue cooking once out of the oven. 

For this recipe, the eggs are enhanced with asparagus and mushrooms to 
celebrate spring. But you can play with other ingredients in the dish. Consider 
sautéed spinach and crumbled feta cheese, or chopped tomatoes and shredded 
cheddar cheese, or crispy bacon bits and parsley. The options are endless! And if 
you’re cooking for a crowd the recipe easily doubles, or even triples. 

BY MARIA  DAS ILVA // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT HUNTER

II love eggs. Eggs always have my back. I count on 
them at least once a week for a quick and easy 
dinner. Breakfast never seems quite complete 
without them. And when I feel the need to impress 
there’s baked eggs – oeufs en cocotte if I’m really 
out to make an impression! 

EGGS EN COCOTTE
Serves 2

2 tsp olive oil

4 mushrooms, thinly sliced

4 spears asparagus, trimmed and cut into 1-inch pieces

2 tbsp whipping cream

2 eggs

1 tbsp finely grated Parmesan cheese

Pinch each salt and cracked pepper

1 tbsp chopped fresh chives

• In small skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat, fry 
mushrooms until golden brown, about 6 minutes. Transfer 
to plate. In same skillet, fry asparagus until bright green and 
tender, about 3 minutes. Transfer to plate with mushrooms.

• Divide mushrooms and asparagus between two buttered 
1-cup ovenproof ramekins. Into each add half of the cream, 
one of the eggs and sprinkle with half of the Parmesan.

• Place ramekins in baking dish. Pour boiling water into the 
dish until it reaches halfway up the sides of the ramekins. 

• Bake in 375ºF oven until egg whites are set on the edge, but 
the centre is still slightly jiggly and the yolks remain soft, 
about 8 minutes. Sprinkle each with salt and pepper and 
half of the chives. Let stand for 2 to 3 minutes before serving 
with toast points.  OH

cocotte
SPRINGTIME

EGGS EN

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

  
 

Now Available T D  C a n a d a  T r u s t  F i n a n c i n g

Unbeatable
Quality & PricingCome & see for yourself at our 2500 SQ. FT.  SHOWROOM

From Our House to Your Home  

at a Price You’ll     Love

Super Huge
Sale! 

Your full renovations specialists
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1585 Hwy 11 North, Shanty Bay (Just 7kms N of Barrie on the east side of Hwy 11N - Gasoline Alley)

w w w. k i t c h e n a n d b a t h d e s i g n h o u s e . c o m

So BIG you’ll have to see it  
to believe it!
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offering exclusive fabric choices and styles. Take advantage of their 

free shop-at-home service for all window coverings.

WHAT’S HOT: Cindy is having a great year. Fresh off of winning an 

Entrepreneur of the Year award, her business is growing and her clients 

keep coming back. She’s been in business for 25 years, 15 in downtown 

Midland and still going strong. This spring, her store showcases the 

latest in furniture along with fun, beautiful and practical accessories. 

You’ll find an eclectic mix of distressed, reclaimed furniture mixed with 

contemporary accents, colour and clean lines.  

FAVOURITES: Favourites include Brunelli’s synthetic duvets. They’re 

soft, fluffy, light and easy to maintain. “We can’t keep them in stock,” 

says Reva. Other must-haves include bathroom and closet accessories, 

including a chrome closet hanger that holds and organizes all your 

scarves — ingenious! The Umbra birdie wall hooks are adorable and 

make a statement in your front entrance or mudroom. 

GET THERE: 305 King St., Midland 

705.526.0500 www.blairinteriors.com  OH

THE PLACE:  It’s hard to miss Blair Interiors & Window 

Fashions in downtown Midland. The lime green exterior 

draws you right in, and once inside you’re hooked. You’ll find 

something for every room in your home and the selection is a 

testament to owner Cindy Blair’s flair for style. Blair’s clientele 

come for custom window fashions and stay for the incredible 

bedding, unique furniture and fun accessories. Cindy’s stunning 

original art is also a draw. Either Cindy or her team of decorating 

consultants, Reva LeClair, Cathy Domsy and Bonnie Barrett-

Hamilton, will be on hand to say hello and help with your latest 

home décor project.

THE STYLE: Cindy and her staff are not afraid of colour or 

mixing styles like contemporary with the latest trend in reclaimed 

furniture. Come in and enjoy the largest selection of bedding in 

the area in a variety of price points and featuring products from 

Canadian companies that include Revelle, Cuddle Down and Dania 

Down. Blair Interiors is also a Hunter Douglas showcase dealer, 

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

SPOIL YOUR 
HOME
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DIRECT: 705.718.4394 OFFICE: 705.728.4067
www.dorothyslocum.com

299 Lakeshore Dr, Suite 100, Barrie

FIRST CONTACT REALTY
Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated

L ovely bungalow on quiet, desirable street in east end. Numerous 
updates such as kitchen with floating island, windows, roof, A/C. There 
is a separate entrance to a finished basement and large, private, fenced-
in yard with shed and detached garage (insulated with 220 amp). 
Hardwood floors throughout and Washer/Dryer included. Walking 
distance to schols, transit and close to hospital. Great location!

Well kept, clean, bright, 3 bedroom, 2 bath sidesplit on huge lot in 
family-friendly neighbourhood. Roomy eat-in kitchen with tonnes of 
cupboards. Walk-out to large deck and private yard. Includes ensuite 
and separate entrance to laundry and spacious rec room. HEF furnace 
water heater (2011). Insulated 2 car garage with workshop. Parking 
for 9 cars! On Municipal water and sewer. Walking distance to parks, 
and lake and close to highway access. Move in and feel right at home! 

28 Northpark Road   Listed at $269,900

3699 Shadow Creek Road, Severn. Listed at $263,000

Lovely Bungalow in a great location!

Country home close to Lake and Minutes to Orillia!

MLS # 1300543

Complimentary home staging  and professional photography  for every listing!

Premium Estate Lots 1 Acre+

A NEW and Unique Executive Estate Subdivision. 
Imagine the Privacy of the Country but Close to City Conveniences!
Maple Ridge Executive Estate lots are located minutes north of Barrie, 
just past Horseshoe Valley Rd, off County Rd #27 and Flos Rd #4E.,  
just off the 400!

EXCEEDING EXCELLENCE to LIVE YOUR DREAM

Visit us at www.mapleridgecustomhomes.ca or call 705-322-8228

NEW!

N

home staging • colour consulting • interior redesign

705.715.3268 | info@madisonlane.ca | www.madisonlane.ca

Award-Winning Concrete, Shotcrete, Vinyl, and Fiberglass Pools.

Book your spring installation and receive  
$1500 towards upgrades of your choice

705.726.3403
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Memories made with a Napoleon ®Memories made with a Napoleon 

For over 35 years, Napoleon Home Comfort has been providing Simcoe County with home comfort solutions; fi replaces, 
grills,  furnaces, air conditioning and outdoor furniture. Visit our inspiring showroom with over 50 functioning fi replaces, an 
impressive selection of gourmet grills and the only Canadian made gas furnaces.  Our experienced, factory trained staff, 
certifi ed installers, no charge in-home consultations and our “won’t be undersold” policy, all come together to make your 
Napoleon experience, comfortable and easy.

Experience the Difference Experience Makes

Affordable fi nancing packages and 24 hour emergency service available. OAC, see store for details.

705.721.1214  |  24 Napoleon Road, Hwy 11 & 93  Barrie  | napoleonhomecomfort.com

Mon - Fri 8:30am – 8pm, Sat 9am - 6pm & Sun 11am - 5pm



PANTONE’S COLOUR OF THE YEAR

EMERALD

Emerald Jug Lamp,
Cisco Brothers

Reusable Water Bottle with 
Replaceable Carbon Filter,

Bobble

Stand Mixer in Bayleaf,
KitchenAid

Tall Tank Light
Alexander Taylor,
Established & Sons

Wrongwoods Low Cabinet, White with Green 
Richard Woods & Sebastian Wrong,

Established & Sons

Lamp Green Swirl,
Lampe Berger Paris

Medium Multi Bowl in Fennel,
Le Creuset Classic Whistling Kettle  

in Fennel, Le Creuset

Handmade Glass  
Candle Holder,

glassybaby

Assorted Upholstery 
& Drapery Fabrics,

Kravet

Sprout Bookmarks, CB2

Wallpaper,
Serious Bokay
in Emerald,
Nama Rococo

Park Avenue Chair
in Robert Allen Velvet Geo Turquoise,
Kincaid Furniture Company, Inc.

Wallpaper,
Broad Stripe,
ST 1330,
Farrow & Ball

Panini Press,
Lodge

Canvas
Forest Green,

Sunbrella

Arabesque Rug  
in Emerald,
Capel Rugs

Green Eden 
Lavatory Faucet,
Kingston Brass

Drinking glasses, 
Lime Twist,
www.novica.com      

Cast-iron Range Cookers 
in British Racing Green,
Aga

Reed Emerald 
Square Pillow,
Unison

Victoria Ghost  
Chair in Transparent 

Green, Kartell

Kelly Pilllows,
Tobi Fairley Home

Silk Orchid 
Green Rug, Elte

Astoria Cabinet  
Pull & Knob  
in Emerald, Emtek

Paint Colour,
Ming Jade,

Benjamin Moore

d e c o r a t i n g
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EVERYTHING OLD 
IS NEW AGAIN

BY  M.  CAROLYN  BLACK
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Blending past and present is a winning recipe for happy cottage owners  
Ian and Helen Berry and their talented builder, Gilkon Construction Ltd.

This timeless, authentic 
new cottage on Georgian 
Bay is a treasure for Ian and 
Helen Berry. They tried, but 
couldn’t save the old log 
cabin on the beach. Instead, 
with the help of their builder, 
Gilkon Construction, they 
reclaimed and recycled 
whatever they could to build 
this beauty. Even the kitchen 
cabinets were made of 
wood torn from the original 
structure.
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TThe Berrys have summered on the shores of Cawaja Beach for as long as 
they can remember; first visiting Helen’s sister at her waterfront cottage 
before making the decision 20 years ago to purchase an old log cabin on 
the property next door. Ian’s work had the family living abroad, but each 
summer they would return to this idyllic spot. 

That cabin, constructed with wooden beams over 200 years old, was 
originally built in Quebec, disassembled, and then reassembled at the Tiny 
Beaches location in the late 1800s. “The original log cabin was beautiful 
but whoever owned the cottage over the years seemed to put on a new 
wing… and the construction of those wings couldn’t stand the test of 
time,” Helen says. “We always knew the cottage would need attention 
but we wanted to be part of the process so we had to wait.”

They’d originally planned to move the existing building closer to the 
water and renovate it, but many of the lower timbers had rotted and it 
couldn’t be relocated. Due to the cabin’s historic nature, the couple felt 
remorse about tearing it down. Helen, however, admits that “after a while 
it became liberating because there were no design restrictions and we had 
a blank canvas to work with.” Continued on page 60

The dining room table was built of reclaimed wood by 
Gilkon’s cabinet maker Jim Crippin. TOP LEFT: The view 
from the all-season room into the kitchen and main living 
area. LEFT: In the all-season room, during those hot 
summer days, the windows unlatch and drop completely 
out of sight into the basement foundation. The gas 
fireplace warms the space during cold months.
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The caveat was that the blank canvas would incorporate as much of 
the old building as possible. Gilkon Project Manager Chris Bondar says, 
“Eighty percent of the beams in the (new) cottage came from the original 
structure.” While the vertical beams required for structural integrity were 
purchased from S & J Barn Demolition, all the horizontal beams looked 
very familiar to the couple. Helen was thrilled the first time she saw them 
installed on the ceiling of the new 2,900 sq. ft. cottage and recognized 
certain notches and nicks. She said to her husband at the time, “Those are 
the beams from the old living room. Oh my God; the cottage is still here.”

The white poplar v-groove ceiling contrasts beautifully with the dark 

antique beams and a full-masonry Rumford fireplace (Home and Cottage 
Centre) provides a cosy, traditional focal point in the living room. A 
custom-built cabinet, lined with stainless steel and tucked beside the 
fireplace, holds firewood.

While the rustic, antique aspects of the cottage are in the spotlight, 
the Berrys wanted most things modern and high-tech hidden from view. 
Helen says, of the living room: “Can you picture all this old wood and a 
big-screen TV up on the wall? I think that would be like a blight on the 
room.” Marilyn Lake suggested a low, built-in cabinet for the TV with a 
remote-powered lift inside. The cabinet nestles beside the fireplace but is 

on castors ready to roll to where it’s needed. The electronics that run the 
lighting, sound and other house systems are concealed behind closet doors 
but can be accessed from their city home. The home’s security system is 
from Huronia Alarms. 

The floor throughout the cottage is reclaimed rock elm supplied by 
Southern Ontario Mennonites and milled in Bracebridge, then installed 
raw and finished on site. The large kitchen island, topped with natural 
granite from Brazil in a pattern called Magna Gold, is the perfect place 
to lay out a buffet or dessert table for entertaining, and with bar stools 
tucked beneath, also a great spot to congregate while the meal is being 

Continued on page 62

The tall, shallow Rumford fireplace 
warms the entire main floor. The 
grey stone surround is a focal point 
in the room and the painting on 
the mantel is a family favourite. 
OPPOSITE TOP: The Berrys 
absolutely love their new cottage 
and highly recommend Chris 
Bondar (pictured) and his team at 
Gilkon Construction. OPPOSITE 
BELOW: The beams from the old 
log cabin are used throughout the 
new cottage and blend perfectly 
with the new construction.
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prepared by the hosts. “We fell in love with the stone on the island,” says 
Helen. “It’s not just a piece of the kitchen; it’s a lovely focal point and 
a part of nature, almost like a piece of art to me.” All appliances were 
purchased at Barber & Haskill, including a double convection wall 
oven, a professional six-burner rangetop with professional overhead range 
hood, all from Wolf, plus an Integrated Sub-Zero bottom-freezer fridge 
and a Bosh integrated dishwasher. Blair Interiors & Window Fashions 
provided all window coverings.

Tall glass doors divide the kitchen from one of Helen’s favourite and 
most frequently-used rooms – the all-season sunroom with a gas fireplace 
for chillier days and nights. In warmer weather all the windows unlatch 
and drop completely out of sight into the basement foundation, leaving a 
screened-in porch with a clean Scandinavian feel. The same cedar decking 
used outside is brought into the sunroom to further unite indoors with 
outdoors. Helen says, “I’d say that is the room we use the most. Even in 
the winter we fire up the gas fireplace, put on the coffee and sit out there. 
We love that room.”

Much of the wood in the house is reclaimed from the previous cabin, 
including all the pine kitchen cabinets, bedroom headboards and Murphy 
beds, handrails and bookcases. The large reclaimed-wood dining table built 
by Gilkon’s cabinet maker Jim Crippin was “a dream” and Helen and Ian 

The upstairs master bedroom is serene and calm with 
a beautiful view of the bay. The headboard is made 

of wood from the old cottage and Gilkon used every 
nook to create additional storage space. ABOVE:  

The master en suite is white and bright with full-spa 
amenities. The ceiling pitch in every room is perfect. 
ABOVE MIDDLE: This writing nook is located in the 
master. ABOVE LEFT & OPPOSITE TOP: The home 

has two Murphy beds, both made just for the family by 
Gilkon Construction. This room is located on the main 
floor just behind the living area. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: 

A bench sits on the landing at the top of the stairs.

Continued on page 64
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are very happy with the result. The ceiling beams had to be notched to fit, 
then sprinkled with mortar dust and antiqued to match – such attention to 
detail is why the Berrys highly recommend Gilkon and its staff. 

At one point, the roofline the Berrys loved – and that architect Brian 
Lee of The Ideal Environment is known for – appeared to limit the 
storage space they wanted, so Ian and Gilkon Site Supervisor Doug 
Hamelin brainstormed and came up with an ideal solution: create storage 
under the roofline that eliminates the need for dressers or cabinets that 
eat up precious floor space. Helen says, “Ian really wanted to keep the look 
clean and use that space for drawers instead and it worked.”

The well-insulated basement floor boasts a comfortable wood-look 
vinyl tile able to withstand sandy, wet feet and damp towels after a 
day on the beach. A see-through fireplace (Napoleon) warms both the 
lower level family room and the adjoining room with a Murphy bed. This 
spring and summer, the Berrys intend to secure the landscaping services 
of Kelly’s Northern Landscapes Inc. All the plumbing, heating and 
ventilation was done by Tom Downer Ltd. 

The best part of the new cottage is actually the old cottage. When 
feeling nostalgic about their old family cabin, all Helen has to do is look 
up at the ceiling beams. She says, “That’s our old place. It’s still there.”  OH

The lower level is huge, and is a wonderful 
gathering space to watch the big game, play pool 

or relax in front of the Napoleon gas fireplace. The 
second Murphy bed is hidden behind the fireplace 

in a room perfect for additional guests.

Stop dreaming, 
 start saving.

Save up to $4,500 
When purchasing a combination of new 

Sub-Zero and Wolf appliances.

See store for details

Barber & Haskill SP13.indd   1 2013-03-07   11:48 AM

705.796.4150 
www.TrishaBowman.com

Office 705.735.2525 

SMARTER. BOLDER. FASTER.

C21 Bowman SP13 HR Bleeds.indd   1 2013-03-05   2:31 PM
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IIt’s spring, and that 
means it’s time to clean 
every nook and cranny, 
inside and out. These 
local experts can help 
you get the job done right.

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Brien Johnston
Prestigious Home Inspections Inc. 
W H AT  K I N D  O F  I N S P ECT I O N  D O 

YO U  R ECO M M E N D  FO R  S P R I N G? 
Most homeowners should have a 
spring maintenance inspection.  
It’s preventative maintenance.  
This would include roofs, chimneys, 
gutters and down spouts, the attic, 
walls, foundation, the HVAC system, 
decks and pools.
H OW  O F T E N  S H O U L D  A  H O M E  B E 

I N S P ECT E D?  I would suggest every 
two to five years, depending on the 
age of your home. I also recommend 
inspections pre-purchase, pre-sale, 
pre-listing and post-construction. 
W H AT ’S  YO U R  FAVO U R I T E 

S P R I N G  ACT I V I T Y?  I’m an active 
member of the Barrie Huronia Rotary 
Club. I do a lot of charitable work.  
I love to travel and scuba dive. I golf 
when I can and enjoy gardening and 
taking care of my lawn.

EXPERTS
spring cleaning

Continued on page 68

Energy Wise
Manufacturer’s Rebate

Min.

$100
Insulating 

air pockets.
Inspiring design.

Up to 50% of a home’s heating and cooling energy is lost 
through its windows. 

With the ‘honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb’ construction and 
three insulating air pockets, Duette® Architella® honeycomb 
shades increase energy effi ciency. 

Purchase three Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades between 
January 1st and April 30th, 2013 and you’ll receive a $100 
manufacturer’s rebate. 

Also, purchase any number of additional Duette® Architella® 
honeycomb shades and you’ll receive an extra $25 for each.

BLAIR INTERIORS
305 King Street, Midland

705.526.0500
Custom Blinds & Shutters

UNIQUE HOME DECOR • BEDDING & BATH  
• CUSTOM DRAPERY

Original Art by Cynthia Blair

www.blairinteriors.com

BTM BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

TRIM, DOORS, STAIRS & RAILINGS. OUR SPECIALTY SINCE 1985

M o n  t o  F r i  7 - 5 p m  S a t  9 - 3 p m   n   5 2  S a u n d e r s  R d ,  B a r r i e

7 0 5 . 7 3 9 . 2 2 0 0   n   1 . 8 0 0 . 2 6 5 . 3 4 6 5   n   w w w . b a r r i e t r i m . c o m

L o o k i n g  t o  a d d  v a l u e  t o  y o u r  h o m e ?  C o m e  i n  a n d  s e e  t h e 
e x p e r t s  a t  B a r r i e  T r i m .  L e t  u s  h e l p  y o u  i n c r e a s e  t h e  W O W 

f a c t o r  o f  y o u r  h o m e  w i t h  u p d a t e d  t r i m / d o o r s / s t a i r s / r a i l i n g s .
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Don McLaren 
McLaren Equipment Ltd.
 W H AT  A R E  T H E  M U ST- H AV ES  FO R  EV E RY  H O M EOW N E R  T H I S  S P R I N G?  
It’s time to get outside and get your lawn and garden ready for the summer. I recommend 
our Stihl Lithium-Ion battery tool-line, which includes a lawn mower, weed trimmer, 
chainsaw, hedge trimmer and leaf blower or the Kobi attachment system, including a  
tiller and sweeper.
I F  YO U  CO U L D  OW N  J U ST  O N E  J O H N  D E E R E  P R O D U CT,  W H AT  WO U L D  I T  B E ? 
How about a John Deere Select Series tractor with a grass/leaf bagger? Or this fantastic 
EZtrack mower? It cuts grass better and in less time than anything else on the market. 
Easy and safe to operate, just a few minutes in the seat and you’re a pro.
W H AT ’S  YO U R  G O -TO  P R O D U CT  W H E N  I T ’S  T I M E  TO  H E A D  O U T  TO  T H E  YA R D? 
I always start with my grass trimmer and then use my lawn tractor with mulch kit for 
summer cutting to save time and make the best use of the clippings. Cutting your grass 
at three inches or more improves growth, reduces weeds and preserves moisture. Cutting 
more often can give you the golf course look.

Shaun Jackson 
HydroFLOW Canada
H OW  CA N  H Y D R O F LOW  I M P R OV E  T H E 

Q UA L I T Y  O F  M Y  WAT E R?  Hard water can 
be a burden. With HydroFLOW, encrusting 
lime scale is prevented from building up, and 
existing lime scale is dissolved throughout the 
entire plumbing system. Lost water pressure 
due to lime scale will return and appliances will 
operate more efficiently.
W I L L  I  B E  A B L E  TO  S E E  A N D  TAST E  T H E 

D I F F E R E N C E ?  With HydroFLOW we don’t 
use any chemicals so your water will taste as 
natural as it did before and after treatment. 
This is beneficial to you and the environment. 
YO U R  FAVO U R I T E  PA RT  O F  S P R I N G?  I love 
spring; it’s like being re-born every year.
Continued on page 70
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Jane Laker 
Simcoe County Clean
H OW  CA N  YO U  M A K E  M Y  L I F E  E AS I E R?  Simcoe County Clean’s professional staff is carefully 
trained. We work differently than many cleaning companies by having four to six staff cleaning in 
one team. With so many of our professional clients working from their residence they are happy to 
have us in and out in a very timely manner. 
W H AT  L I T T L E  E XT RAS  D O  YO U  O F F E R?  We work from top to bottom in each room and dust 
high, de-web, clean all wipeable window coverings and wash accessible interior windows. We dust 
and clean all baseboards. We remove cushions from furniture and clean fridge and dishwasher 
seals in the kitchen. In spring we work hard to clean winter’s most neglected areas.
W H AT  A R E  T H E  M OST  N EG L ECT E D  A R E AS  O F  A  H O M E ?  We carefully work with our clients 
to eliminate mould and mildew spots that increase during heating season, as well as cleaning the 
exteriors of sliding doors and tracks. We also deep clean mudroom and hall closets and sweep 
winter away from your front doors. 

Scott Bowen
Sears Home Services 
H OW  O F T E N  S H O U L D  A  H O M E ’S 

D U CTS  B E  C L E A N E D?  Clean your 
ducts every three to five years. 
W H AT  S H O U L D  B E  D O N E  TO 

E N S U R E  T H E  H VAC  SYST E M  I S 

WO R K I N G  P R O P E R LY?  Have your 
heating system checked out on an 
annual basis. Sears offers a long list 
of home services, including carpet 
and upholstery cleaning. 
W H Y  D O  YO U  LO O K  FO RWA R D 

TO  S P R I N G?  I can’t wait to open the 
windows and doors and the let the 
fresh air in. 
Continued on page 72
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Tim Gordon, Ray Foster and Jesse Burrell
Foster Lawn & Garden
M OST  YA R DS  A R E  A  M ESS  I N  S P R I N G .  W H AT  S H O U L D  T H E  P R I O R I T I ES  B E ?  In spring, lawns 
should be dethatched and raked, gardens edged and perennial beds cleaned and cut back. Cultivate 
the soil, add new bagged soil, sheep manure, peat moss and mulch to help keep the weeds down. Also 
keep soil moist and then slit-seed your lawn, fertilize and watch it grow.
I F  I  CA N  D O  T WO  T H I N GS  TO  S P RU C E  U P  M Y  L A N DSCA P E  T H I S  S P R I N G  W H AT  S H O U L D 

T H EY  B E ?  1. Dethatch and fertilize your lawn and add new bagged soils and mulch. 2. Renovate that 
old shaggy overgrown mess with what we call a lawn and garden makeover – new sod, new bed design 
and new plantings, and maybe a new private garden patio.
W H AT  I S  YO U R  N U M B E R  O N E  T I P  FO R  A  B E AU T I F U L  L AW N ? 
Get us to do a full lawn and garden program consisting of fertilizer, weed, grub and chinch bug control. 
Doing all that will ensure your lawn and garden will grow and you will enjoy it for all of its beauty.

 See our directory for all contact information.  OH

Distinctive Environmental Portraiture

AFFORDABLE    •    FLEXIBLE    •    GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Family, lifestyle and portrait photography - a gift that lasts a lifetime.

705.719.4909  www.diffusionphotographics.com
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   ideas you’ll love inside and out

 
saturday afternoons home store 

225 King St. Midland 
(705) 526-5226    

www.saturdayafternoons.ca 

HOME & COTTAGE
INTERIORS

SHOWROOM
699 Aberdeen Blvd., Unit 64, MIDLAND

705.245.2371

MIDLAND • GEORGIAN BAY • HONEY HARBOUR • COLLINGWOOD • BARRIE 

 www.kitchensandcabinetry.ca 

style
Discover
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Advertise in our Summer
Issue & get noticed!

Give YOUR BUSINESS the benefit of  
premium exposure to 120,000+  

targeted readership!

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Kim Smith • 705.791.8990 
kim@ourhomesmagazine.com

KitchenArt
20 Dawson Rd., Orangeville ON n 519.942.8500

KitchenArt North
149 Welham Rd. Unit 23, Barrie ON n 705.719.6712  
www.cabinetsbykitchenart.ca

... de signing  
kitchens  
for people  
who love  
to cook...

Green and Clean

(705) 725-0164  |   info@yanchenergysolutions.com  |  Brent Yanch 705.720.0515

• Heating and Air Conditioning
• Geothermal
• Solar
• Fireplaces
• In-floor Heating Specialists
• Specializing in Custom Homes

H E AT I N G  A N D  CO O L I N G

Barrie . Calgary AB . Grey Bruce . Hamilton . Kitchener/Waterloo .  
London . Mississauga . Muskoka . Oakville/Burlington .  

Ottawa . Peterborough . Sault Ste. Marie & Algoma .  
Southern Georgian Bay . Vaughan .  

Wellington County/Orangeville/Caledon . Windsor . 
*And coming soon: Durham Region 

Did you know you can find
OUR HOMES 

in the following markets?

Visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com  
& click on franchise opportunities. Or call  

Suzanne Strong, VP Franchising  
519.538.4528 • franchise@ourhomesmagazine.com 

Be your own boss, put your network to work for you, provide  
the very best advertising solutions in your community, and  
build equity in your very own business.

Each regional OUR HOMES magazine features local content,  
local homes, local style, local builders, local trades, and  
local stores.

View any regional magazine at www.ourhomesmagazine.com

Join our happy and successful team and create maximum value for your advertisers and readers.

You can own
OUR HOMES too!
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CLOUDS
 IN THEBLISS WBY  KATHLEEN  DUNCAN

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

With baby pigeons relocated to a safe, 
but distant eave, Chris and Wendy Small raised the roof on a historical 
barn and created a modern hideaway in the sky.

The 100-year-old grain mill, which lay fallow for decades in 
downtown Barrie, began to breathe once more as the Smalls and their 
partners Ann and Dave Green planted the seeds of renewal last spring.

On October 13, in due course, Ann opened BLiSS and unlocked the 
potential in three storeys of sun-drenched yoga studios overlooking 
Kempenfelt Bay. The upward climb moves past original wooden beams 
supporting a ground-floor boutique, and reveals the warmth of a lava 
room, an aerobic cycling hub and the opportunity for an anti-gravity 
experience. The largest studio, an expanse framed by soaring ceilings 
and hickory floorboards, capitalizes on the building’s unique location 
with oversized windows.

“It’s a million-dollar view,” acknowledges Wendy. “The water 
changes colour all the time. You can see up the bay and into the city.”

With as many as 5,000 guest-visits per month logging into the 
centre’s first quarter of operation alone, studio BLiSS enthusiasts 
now have to reserve class space two days in advance. As a result, 
proprietor Ann Green retained her previous location to accommodate 
her extensive educational programming. Continued on page 78

Chris and Wendy Small have created a bright, modern 1,425 sq. ft. 
living space atop a 100-year-old barn that once housed a grain 
mill. They reused and recycled as much of the old barn as possible 
throughout the completely transformed building, now home to the 
wildly popular BLiSS yoga studio. OPPOSITE PAGE: This modern, 
inspirational kitchen was designed by Elke Bradford and installed 
by her talented staff at Designers Plus Kitchen & Bath Studio.
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Blooming atop this fertile foundation is a 1,425-square-foot nest, 
custom-crafted by Chris and Wendy, who downsized in December.

“We’d been looking for three or four years for a condo in Barrie,” 
recalls Chris, standing beside a glass-door system installed by Barrie 
Metro Glass Inc. to open fully to the balcony beyond. The outdoor perch 
features a glass surround unspoiled by framing hardware. “Both of us 
knew this could be a really special place.”

Working with Davenport Architectural Corp. plans, Chris – with 
C & C Consulting & Contracting’s Jason Carr as his expert right 
hand – took on the joint roles of general contractor and labourer. Wendy 
focused on the design challenge of transforming a long, 22-foot-wide 
corridor (without side-wall windows) into a bright and airy haven.

“I thought it’d be fun,” the enterprising Chris shrugged with a grin. “I 
never asked the guys to do anything I wouldn’t do.”

Early in the process that meant lugging bins full of bricks down three 
flights of stairs, only to turn around and bring many of them back up to 
create a design element that serves both as a room divider between the 
dining area and living room, and as a nod to the original construction.

Skylights let the sunshine into the kitchen. Lower 
cabinets are high-gloss white and contrast nicely with the 
chocolate island and floating uppers. The counters and 
island are topped with clean, white quartz from Di Pietra 
Design. The focal point is the glass mosaic wall above the 
cooktop. OPPOSITE TOP LEFT: This is the second kitchen 
Elke Bradford of Designers Plus Kitchen & Bath Studio 
has designed for the Smalls. OPPOSITE BELOW: The 
contemporary dining set, which expands when company’s 
coming, is from Aboda Decor. The red wall sconces are from 
Glass Lighting Gallery. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: The space has 
a spectacular view of Kempenfelt Bay. 

Continued on page 81

78  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3  79

f e a t u r e



Most non-reclaimed building materials came from Elmvale Home 
Building Centre. 

The gambrel roofline, re-shingled by Raymond Desroches Roofing 
and brought through to the ceiling inside, was raised to 10-and-a-half feet 
and dotted with tiny potlights, speakers and air-conditioning vents that 
disappear into the design. Wendy, who once ran an art gallery, worked 
with master electrician Bruce Tutt of Bruce Tutt Electric to ensure her 
favourite pieces would be lit to advantage on the wall below.

In accommodating requests for no ductwork in the apartment 
ceiling, as well as attending to the diverse needs of others sharing the 
same complex roofing system – including the hot-yoga studio, the BLiSS 
Wholesome Wellness Centre and a jewelry store, Murray Mechanical 
Systems Ltd. designed a solution that includes five roof-top air-
conditioning units.

“It was a real process and they did a good job,” says Chris.
Four large skylights splash natural light through that roof onto the 

interior of the loft (Sun Tunnels do the same elsewhere) where Wendy 
worked for the second time with local kitchen designer Elke Bradford 
of Designers Plus Kitchen & Bath Studio.

“I originally did work for Chris and Wendy 16 years ago at their 
Sunnidale location. It was a totally different feel and concept: Old World 
Tuscan that is still in vogue today,” recounts Bradford, who was given a 
must-have list this time that included an island sink facing the water, an 
inviting atmosphere, and a streamlined look.

TOP & LEFT: Wendy’s love of art is evident throughout the Small’s new home. 
ABOVE: Two red chairs from Aboda Decor add to the contemporary design and 
provide an ultra-comfortable place to sit and watch the beautiful sunsets over 
Kempenfelt Bay. OPPOSITE: Wendy created simple, attractive vignettes to 
capture the quaintness of the long room that is just 22-feet wide. OPPOSITE 
BOTTOM RIGHT: The hallway with ample storage behind contemporary doors 
leads to the master suite and a guest room at the end of the hall. 

Continued on page 84

80  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3  81

f e a t u r e



TOP AND LEFT: The incredible main bathroom has a vessel soaker 
tub, vessel sinks on stunning “Black Etna” granite, also from Di 
Pietra Design, and a walk-in shower. ABOVE: The quaint powder 
room is located between the kitchen and living area. 

SHOWROOM: 
551 Bryne Dr., Unit 0, Barrie
705u730u6989

u  Marble
u  Slate
u  Granite
u  Mosaics 
u  Porcelain

u  Ceramics 
u  Tumbled Marble 
u  Stainless Steel
u  Stone Sinks
u  Medallions

SALES & INSTALLATION 

www.desertile.com

NOW  
C A M B R I A 

Countertops

Thinking         Painting? Long Term? Quality?

Residential • Commercial • Institutional

Right Process, Right People, Right Products.

www.eaglepainting.cawww.eaglepainting.ca
Call or email  

today for a  

FREE  
QUOTE!

Our goal at Eagle Painting is to provide excellent service from the time the 
phone call for a quote is made until the work is finished. We respect and add 
value to your home or business in everything we do. Take the time to have a 

look on our website. See what our customers are saying. 

705.727.4965
Email: eaglepainting@rogers.com
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“I incorporated the fridge and oven units into the wall space 
instead of using traditional cabinetry,” she explains. “This achieved 
strong architectural lines in which lighting was incorporated. We 
also brought in some pieces of charcoal wood to offset the white, 
glossy cabinets.

“Stainless toe kicks and leg supports for the island embraced the 
contemporary look and feel.”

A circle motif in the glass-tile backsplash adds a touch of elegant 
whimsy. White quartz counters are from Di Pietra Design.

Sleek white closet doors with stainless hardware, warm-white walls 
and charcoal-stained floors continue the design down the hall to two rear 
bedrooms high above the city’s main street. Contemporary pocket doors 
from Barrie Trim & Mouldings Inc. provide necessary privacy while 
maximizing space and minimizing clutter.

Additional suppliers and tradespeople from the area were also brought 
in – from Bill’s Professional Painting covering Duncan Drywall’s 

work, to Just Laminate and Hardwood Flooring installing five-inch 
maple planks supplied by Scott’s Flooring Centre.

“We really went local as much as we could,” reflects Wendy. “I think 
it’s because we grew up in Barrie and we want to support the local 
economy. They’re the people supporting our business, too.”

A walk-through master closet leads to an appealing bathroom to 
complete the tour. There, PlumbEX provided the expertise, while 
Tilemaster and Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home supplied the 
porcelain tiles. The European-drained and glass-fronted shower enclosure 
(Barrie Metro Glass) with a rainhead fixture stands opposite the free-
standing contoured tub.

With daughters grown and independent, this travel-loving couple 
has cultivated a maintenance-free sanctuary where new friendships and 
a new direction are finding fresh roots.

“The energy in this building is extremely positive,” says Wendy, 
prompting a nod from Chris. “Ann promotes a family atmosphere.”  OH

ABOVE: A yoga class is held in the huge studio 
below the Small’s top-floor apartment. Ann 
Green’s incredibly popular BLiSS yoga studio 
welcomes up to 5,000 clients a month, including 
members of the OHL Barrie Colts. ABOVE LEFT: 
A closeup of the beautiful birch wall with built-in 
storage for yoga mats in the main-floor boutique.  
LEFT: Ann Green poses above the fireplace in the 
comfortable greeting area and boutique.
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IIn this day and age where countless 
people l ive in cramped residentia l 
subdivisions, many underestimate their 
potential for a beautiful backyard. Most 
would look at these postage-stamp 
yards as a downfall, but on the contrary 
there are some wonderful advantages to 
having a small outdoor space. The first 
being that your results will be almost 
instantaneous! Plus, your maintenance 
will be undemanding, and the cost less 
significant. Read on to ensure maximum 
us e  a nd  i mpact  f r om  you r  s m a l l  
garden space. 

THE DESIGN: 
The Patio: Straight lines make the best use of patio space, plus feel clean 
and modern. Hard, straight lines are easily softened by plant materials. 
However, if curvature is a must, choosing gentle arching lines will 
maximize your usable space. While it seems contrary, large pavers can 
make a patio feel more spacious, especially in tight areas. To further this 
illusion, place pavers on the diagonal. All stone fades over time so the 
colour that matches today may not in years to come. Neutrals are always 
the best colour option as they won’t overwhelm a small patio area.

PHOTOS  AND  STORY  BY  MELAN I E  REKOLA

g a r d e n i n g

GREATGarden design
FOR SMALL SPACES

Trees, Trees, Trees: All good year-round garden planning begins with  
evergreens and deciduous trees as it is these elements that will carry your 
garden through those desolate winter months. Think slender evergreen 
trees such as Emerald Cedar. Cedar has the wonderful benefit of being 
extremely malleable in pruning so it easily fits in tight spaces where privacy 
or a vertical element is needed. Single trunk, open habit, or small statured 
deciduous trees are the best choice in tight spaces. They can be easily pruned 
beneath to create living space and also generate a lovely ceiling effect. I adore 
Eastern Redbud, Pin Oak, and Sunburst Honey Locust.

High Impact Shrubs and Perennials: The grouping of shrubs and 
perennials is always a good approach as it gives the eye a rest before 
moving on to the next texture or colour. Long blooming Little Lamb 
hydrangea and repeat blooming Bloomerang dwarf lilac are good shrub 
options. For perennials, repeat blooming daylilies and the incredible long/
repeat blooming Orion Cranesbill are fine selections. Consider choosing 
a strategically placed larger specimen shrub/small tree such as Betty 
Magnolia  or Summer Gold Corna Kousa Dogwood in a part of the garden 
that can be hidden. Gardens are meant to be explored, therefore a bit of 
mystery lends to a space feeling larger. 

Don’t Forget The Vines: Another way to maximize vertical elements 
without sacrificing precious living space is by planting vines. Consider the 
large-leafed “Dutchman’s Pipe” to mask an unsightly wall or fine textured 
Trumpet Vine to train up your latticework.  I always say, “when you need 
a quick fix, plant a vine.” Sadly, they are much underused and are often 
forgotten in a garden altogether. 

Focal Point: A focal point such as a garden sculpture or water feature 
can be just the thing to punch up the wow factor and make a little yard 
seem more spacious. Perhaps some ornamental boulders placed randomly 
throughout the garden would be appropriate, which can double as a casual 
seating spot or make-shift table.

TIPS AND BEYOND
Play With Perspectives: Perspectives can do much to make a petite space 
feel bigger. Give the illusion of depth by placing large-leafed/brightly 
coloured plants towards the entry and cool tones/fine textures towards 

the back. Try a specimen or grouping of the trendy and mysterious black 
plants in a far corner, such as Black Lace Elder or Purple Emperor Sedum.

Use All Land: Consider making use of your front or side yard. Installing 
a seating area/garden in these places is an efficient utilization of space.  
The trick to making these open areas feel comfortable is to provide the 
proper privacy needed. Plant materials, a screen or a combination of both 
are the tools needed to achieve this. Maximize useable space and forgo 
lawn altogether, if possible. Lawn only looks good “en masse” plus it’s 
useless and high maintenance to have chopped up bits of lawn scattered 
here and there.

Keep It Simple, Stupid: Continuity will be achieved by composing a 
small plant list and using repetition. Be stringent with plant choices and 
sow only what has at least two of these attributes listed: interesting bark, 
attractive leaves, berries, flowers, seed pods, fall colour, appealing texture 
and form. A common mistake many make is to choose upon flower alone. 
Choosing the multiple attributes listed will ensure your garden’s beauty 
throughout the seasons.

 On a less serious note, spring is here! In Canada, our season is short 
and time precious. Do your due diligence and plan now. You can get to the 
fun parts faster. Then off to the nursery with you!  OH

Making use of a 
sculpture or water 
feature helps to create 
a focal point for your 
garden design.

Narrow-growth trees 
such as Emerald 
Cedar can fit in a tight 
space, soften your 
hard-scape and add 
winter interest.
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I find rosé to be a state of mind, when I sip it I get transported to a 
calmer, simpler place. Not to say it’s better than red or white, just that 
I associate it more with living well and enjoying the uncomplicated 
luxuries in life. A sip of rosé can transport you to a hammock under an 
olive tree somewhere by the Mediterranean… perhaps this is a slight 
exaggeration, but you get the picture.

Unfortunately, for some people the only experience they’ve had with rosé 
wine is that of the overly sweet, cloying rosés that became popular in the 80s 
and 90s. This was more akin to grape juice with alcohol in it than actual wine. 
And yes, there is still plenty of this style to be found on wine-store shelves. 
The rosé I’m speaking of is an entirely different style of wine, more elegant and 
with a lot more to offer than just sweetness and a pretty colour. 

It helps to understand how a good rosé is made. It is produced in the 
same way a red wine is made, by pressing red grapes and allowing the 
colour in the grape skins to leach into the juice. The pressed juice is left 
to sit with the solids (skins, seeds and stems) until a desired amount 
of colour has been attained. With rosé the contact time is shortened 
so that only a slight “blush” or tinge of the red pigment is released into 

the eventual wine. For rosés, the colour can be achieved within a few 
hours or up to a day, depending on the grape used. When the juice has 
taken enough colour from the skins it is then fermented into wine. Most 
quality-driven rosé wines are made in a dry style, meaning none to very 
little sweetness. This dry style mimics the classic and iconic rosés that hail 
from the south of France. Many other countries are producing their own 
wonderful versions, such as Spain, Italy and of course Canada.

Many years ago, while sitting for my sommelier examination, I was 
enlightened by a rosé. As part of our certification exam we were tested 
on our food and wine pairing capabilities. One of the pairings was a slice 
of quiche with a rosé from Provence. They worked beautifully together 
and ever since, I’ve always associated rosé with eggs. That pairing really 
opened my mind to the fact that rosé is truly a great food wine. Typically, 
they are wines with great aroma, good weight and zesty acidity, which are 
all great attributes of food friendly wines. Below is a sampling of dishes 
you can try pairing with rosé. As well, there is a suggestion for a wonderful 
combination of “bites” that when served with a bottle of “blush” will have 
you mentally lying under that swaying olive tree. 

BY  TON IA  W ILSON -VUKSANOV IC

What better time of year to open a bottle of rosé wine than in the springtime? After a 
winter full of red wines and heavy food there is nothing more refreshing than a lovely, 
pink-hued glass of rosé.  

ROSÉ:  springtime in a glass

DISHES TO TRY:

Grilled or Sautéed Shrimps 

Fried Calamari

Mussels Marinières (cooked with  
white wine and herbs)

Pizza Margherita

Oysters

Soft cheeses and dry-cured meats

Light cream pastas

Grilled herb marinated chicken 

A PERFECT PLATE
This can be composed as a platter for  
many or as a single plate for a delightful 
lunch for one.

• Cured ham, such as Prosciutto  
di Parma or Serrano 

• Sundried Tomatoes and Olives

• Arugula tossed with a drizzle of olive oil

• Your favourite soft cheese, i.e. 
Camembert, Saint André, Sauvagine, 
Robiola, etc.

• Good crusty bread

A good rosé is truly a pleasure to drink. So the next time you are looking to purchase a 
white wine for dinner, why not try picking up a little bit of sunshine in a bottle. It’s a great 
way to welcome in the new season, and get yourself ready for the warm days ahead.  OH
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A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

BARRIE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
>> SOURCE IT

BRING US YOUR DREAM AND WE WILL BUILD IT!   
Proudly serving Barrie, Simcoe County and surrounding area 

for more than 25 years, A.N.T. Construction proudly presents 
Innisfil Estates, a family oriented community in the heart of Stroud. 
An exceptional neighbourhood located near the intersection 
of Yonge and Victoria Streets, these spectacular bungalow and 
two story homes will feature brick, stone and stucco finishes 
tailored to individual client needs. And with extra large lot sizes, 

there is room for 
the whole family 
to enjoy.

A t  A . N . T . 
Construction, we 
understand your 
custom home is 
the culmination of 
years of visioning, 
p l a n n i n g  a n d 
the desire to live 
and thrive in an 
environment that 

matches your lifestyle. Our team of meticulous builders and 
renovators – including project managers, creative designers, 
industry experts and highly qualified tradespeople – work in 
partnership with our clients to bring your vision to life. 

We strive to go beyond customer satisfaction. We collaborate 
with our clients and guide the process from concept to completion. 
Experienced, licensed and fully insured, we are the builders who 
do things right.
Please visit our website www.antconstruction.ca or call us at 
705.431.2268 for additional information. (Please see ad on page 17)

HURONIA ALARMS    
Huronia’s Audio Video division is now carrying the latest 

in world class audio streaming technology, from UK-based 
manufacturer, Arcam.

Streaming high quality music from your favourite mobile 
device is now easy with the rBlink Bluetooth audio converter. 
Engineered by Arcam, and using the aptX® 
transmission system, the rBlink allows 
any Bluetooth equipped music 
device to quickly and easily send 
music straight to a HiFi system 
with stunning quality.

The rBlink converts music to an 
Audio output ready for connection 
to a whole host of audio systems, 
and installation is a breeze with a simple pairing system for new 
devices.

The rBlink comes in a stylish yet rugged cast aluminium case and 
is small enough to discreetly sit next to your HiFi system. It just gets 
on with the job of delivering great sound.

Visit our Collingwood showroom to demo this and other Arcam 
products and AV gear. Or call us today to talk about your audio, video 
and home entertainment needs.  
Collingwood Showroom: 
284 Pretty River Parkway North
705.445.4444
www.huroniaalarms.com
(Please see ad on page 11)

BLUE DIAMOND POOLS & LANDSCAPING    
 Mark Nunn and Chase Mariano, Owners of Blue Diamond Pools & 

Landscaping, Barrie’s only concrete, shot crete, vinyl and Fiberglass 
pool builder, were excited to bring home another Pool & Hot Tub 
Council of Canada 
‘ 2 0 1 2  D e s i g n  & 
C o n s t r u c t i o n 
A w a r d ’  i n  t h e 
‘Outdoor Concrete 
Po o l ’  ca te g o r y. 
T h e y  h a v e  w o n 
numerous awards 
over the years but 
this one was extra 
special with their 
10th season coming 
up in 2013. The latest awarded build is located in Maple and took 
their team 3 months to design, build and complete. The fully 
automated concrete pool consists of natural stone features, coping, 
curved stone walk-in pool stairs and a 10-inch deep tanning ledge 
alongside a 10-ton stone waterfall. The waterfall feature starts 
below the water line and pumps almost 300 gallons of pool water 
per minute creating an unbelievably relaxing atmosphere. It is fully 
controlled by remote or smartphone which allows for adjustments 
to pool temperature, water fall and light features and audio 
surround sound all from the comfort of poolside lounge chairs. 
The build also included full back yard landscaping with tiered stone 
walls, a 15 ft. custom hand-built stone fireplace, raised patios, and 
beautiful gardens throughout along with mosaic glass waterline tile 
and shark skin grey quartz marblelite pool finish.   
705.726.3403 • www.bluediamondpools.ca (Please see ad on page 49)

DREAMWOOD HOMES     
 Dreamwood Homes will help you make your Dream Home a 

reality. We have uncompromising standards of workmanship and 
an impressive portfolio of previously built homes. We endeavor to 
understand 
and fulfill our 
customer’s 
n e e d s  a n d 
aspirations 
of bringing 
a  s t r o n g , 
reliable team 
to the table. 
O u r  j o b  i s 
to skillfully 
lead clients 
through the process of conceiving and creating a home perfectly 
tailored to their needs. 

Our goal is to create a timeless quality in a residence customized 
to suit your personal tastes and preferences. State-of-the-art 
construction techniques and technologies and a hands-on 
management approach ensures the most rigorous quality control 
and a commitment to after sales service and customer satisfaction.

We currently have gorgeous estate lots on 1 to 3 acre properties 
nestled amongst soaring trees and executive homes in Midhurst. 
705.770.4322, 705.733.4432 • www.dreamwoodhomes.com  
(Please see ad on page 40)

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

Continued on page 92
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A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

BARRIE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
>> SOURCE IT

HOMES BY DAYCOR – CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS    
“Building Homes as Unique As you Are” is our slogan at Homes 

By DayCor. We are custom home builders that take each client’s 
needs and desires into consideration with every new home built. That 
doesn’t mean unreasonable prices though. We believe in helping each 
customer reach their dream within their budget. Homes By DayCor is 
registered with Tarion Home Warranty and Energy Star. Over the past 
20 years we have built our reputation mainly on referrals and realize 

that integrity 
and reliability 
is fundamental 
to our success. 
Whether your 
cottage or home 
is big or small 
we can give you 
a realistic vision 
a b o u t  s i z e , 
design, and price 
to  make your 
dream a reality. 
We will work with 

your plans, show you our plans, or come up with something new 
altogether. Daycor will be there to help you each step of the way. 
Our office is located in Barrie but we can travel north to Muskoka, 
Collingwood or south to Newmarket.
Call or e-mail today for a free consultation at
705.792.0580 • info@homesbydaycor.com 
Visit our website at www.homesbydaycor.com (Please see ad on page 89)

NOBLE INSURANCE – WE’VE MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION!
We are pleased to announce the merging of our Elmvale and 

Barrie offices and the move to our new location in the Township 
of Springwater.

Now you’ll find us at: 
1004A Carson Road, Barrie ON L4M 6L9   
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday to Friday
Our telephone numbers will remain the same:
Barrie Telephone: 705.737.0136
Elmvale Telephone: 705.322.2010
Toll Free 1.800.461.9190
When it’s time to discuss your insurance needs, count on our team 

of professional insurance 
brokers for assistance: 
Don Lefaive will continue 
to  se l l  and  serv ice 
our commercial lines 
customers in the Elmvale-
Midland-Penetang, and 
Barrie areas; Heather Hill 
remains our commercial 
expert for the Barrie-
Alliston area; Carole 
Schmidt and Corie Flear 
are our personal lines 
new business account 

executives onsite in Barrie. Deborah Marshall, Lisa McMann, Jeanette 
Fitrion and Jodie Lefaive, all licensed brokers, will be available to assist 
with the on-going client service.

Drop by and visit us at our new location! (Please see ad on page 25)

MADISON TAYLOR DESIGN    
Madison Taylor is a full service Custom Home and Interior 

Design firm that serves Simcoe County and the GTA. We present 
high-end luxurious designs that provide homeowners with both a 
personal expression and an 
enjoyable living space. With 
a background in High-end 
Residential, Restaurant, 
Hotel and Resort Design, 
we can offer experience 
and innovative thinking that 
will create custom spaces, 
which are individual and 
unique to each homeowner. 

M a d i s o n  T a y l o r 
Design has always taken 
a  co n t ra c to r  f r i e n d l y 
approach to design and 
p ro j e c t  m a n a g e m e n t . 
Understanding the technical process of construction and 
construction planning, we are able to coordinate effectively with 
the suppliers and contractors. This will result in working within 
budget and under predetermined timelines.

In addition, Madison Taylor Design has recently opened “The 
Gallery” – an exclusive and luxurious stone supply and fabrication 
offering individual semi precious gem stone, onyx, marble, 
limestone and granite slabs. Madison Taylor Design can put your 
home on a whole new level with one of these beautiful works of art. 
41 King Street, Unit # 5, Barrie • 705.791.7480 
info@madisontaylordesign.com • www.madisontaylordesign.com 
(Please see ads on page 41)

LAKE COUNTRY REAL ESTATE INC, BROKERAGE
DARCY WARNER BROKER
WATERFRONT BUYING OR SELLING … TALK TO DARCY!    

With 37 years in Real Estate business and a past waterfront 
homeowner, I know all the ins and outs of waterfront living. I have 
represented many people over the 
years with their purchase or sale of all 
types of waterfront from cottages to 
permanent homes to vacant land. The 
pricing varies by lake, features and size. 
Some of the things you should consider 
should be: do you own the waterfront to 
high water mark or a right to use? How 
far can you go by water? What depth do 
you need for your boat? Do you have 
year-round access or seasonal? Do 
you have a proper septic system? What 
requirements are there for financing? 
What is happening around the area? 
What type of boat is allowed for your lake? Are you allowed a 
boathouse? What can you do/not do with the waterfront? Can you 
expand the building? Can you build a garage? What is legal and 
what is legal non-conforming? These are just a few of the questions 
you need to know when purchasing and the answers you need 
when selling. 
Contact me today 705.326.9292 office  
or email onthewaterways@gmail.com 
(Please see ad on page 18)

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

Specializing in furniture and kitchens  
with 9 ft. plus ceilings.

Unique designs from traditional to contemporary

30+ years of superior Canadian craftsmanship 

Come visit our Showroom and Website 

Affordable quality 

batemanfurniture.ca 
705-487-1903
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Are you ready for ...

We also provide the following services:
Duct Cleaning

Furnace & Air Conditioning Services & Installs
All Indoor Air Quality Equipment

Let us help! By cleaning your air ducts, you 
improve the indoor air quality in your home, and 
enhance the efficiency of your heating/cooling 

system, which may reduce energy bills!

Take care of your home with cleaning 
services from Sears. Our services range 
from duct, furnace, air conditioning 
and  fireplace cleaning.

SPRING CLEANING?

705.722.8554 
8-461 Dunlop St. W. Barrie

www.searsindoorcleanairservices.com

Give your cabinets a brand new look 
AFTER

BEFORE

Call for a FREE quote 705.444.5005   www.kitchenpainters.com

without the major expense of a brand new kitchen!
Add custom woodworking and more!
•	 Upper	cabinetry	crown	moulding
•	 Over-counter	light	valances
•	 Granite	and	quartz	countertops
•	 Move	and	add	cabinetry
•	 New	hardware-knobs	and	pulls
We provide a factory sprayed 
premium satin lacquer finish

Now in Barrie!

Repaint • Reface • Save Money

Antiques & Primitive Country Wares

Open 10-5, Tuesday to Saturday, 10-3 Sunday

One-of-a-kind handcrafted repro furniture      Punched tin lighting  
Hooked rugs      Unique Antiques

Visit us at our new location:
14 Coldwater Road, Coldwater, ON

705.686.3493      www.backinthyme.on.ca

APPLIANCES
BARBER & HASKILL Pg 65
TA APPLIANCE Pg 3

ARCHITECTURAL STONE  
STONES CANADA Pg 10

BBQ’S/FIREPLACES  
NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Pg 50&51

BUILDERS 
A.N.T. CONSTRUCTION Pg 17, 90
BIG EAST CONSTRUCTION Pg 28 
DREAMWOOD HOMES Pg 40, 90
GILKON CONSTRUCTION LTD. Pg 13
HOMES BY DAYCOR Pg 89, 92
PRATT HOMES Pg 2, 54&55

BUILDING/LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES 
TRANSCANADA WOOD PRODUCTS Pg 23

CABINETS & WOODWORKING 
ABSOLUTE CABINETS Pg 37
EDWARDS CUSTOM CABINETS Pg 39
PERKINSFIELD KITCHEN & BATH Pg 5

CLEANING 
SIMCOE COUNTY CLEAN Pg 48

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE & STONE  
DI PIETRA DESIGN Pg 9
MADISON TAYLOR DESIGN Pg 41, 92

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/MORTGAGE 
NOBLE INSURANCE Pg 25, 92

FLOORING/STAIRS/TRIM/ 
MOULDINGS  
A GALLERY OF INTERIORS – 
 THE DESIGN CENTRE Pg 39
BARRIE TRIM Pg 67
DESERT TILE Pg 83
GRAND FLOORS Pg 19
TRANSCANADA WOOD PRODUCTS Pg 23

FLORISTS/FLORAL DESIGN 
FRESH FLOWERS BY LEANNE Pg 20

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR  
ANCHIQUE Pg 95 
BACK IN THYME Pg 95 
BATEMAN CUSTOM FURNITURE & 
 CABINETRY Pg 93 
BLAIR INTERIORS & WINDOW FASHIONS Pg 67
MY FRONT PORCH Pg 18
SATURDAY AFTERNOONS HOME STORE Pg 73
SHAW’S INTERIORS Pg 4
SIMPLY COUNTRY Pg 85

STAPLES DESIGN GROUP Pg 97

GEOTHERMAL  
RELIANCE/YANCH Pg 89
YANCH Pg 75

GLASS/MIRROR & DESIGN  
BARRIE METRO GLASS Pg 99

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING  
NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Pg 50&51
RELIANCE/YANCH Pg 89
YANCH Pg 75

HOME ENTERTAINMENT  
FULL LINE ELECTRONICS Pg 40

HOME IMPROVEMENTS  
A GALLERY OF INTERIORS – 
 THE DESIGN CENTRE Pg 39
BIG EAST CONSTRUCTION Pg 28
RENOVATIONS BY RODGERS Pg 23

HOME INSPECTION  
PRESTIGIOUS HOME INSPECTIONS Pg 18

HOME SECURITY  
HURONIA ALARMS Pg 11, 90

HOME SERVICES  
SEARS HOME SERVICE Pg 95

INTERIOR DECORATING/ 
INTERIOR DESIGN  
INTER-ART INTERIORS Pg 74
KAREN MIRON DESIGN Pg 43
KL INTERIOR DESIGN Pg 29
MADISON LANE DESIGN Pg 48
MADISON TAYLOR DESIGN Pg 41, 92
RIGHT AT HOME INTERIORS Pg 74
STAPLES DESIGN GROUP Pg 97
TERRI CLARK INTERIORS Pg 93

KITCHEN AND BATH  
A GALLERY OF INTERIORS – 
 THE DESIGN CENTRE Pg 39
ABSOLUTE CABINETS Pg 37
ALL GLASS SHOWERS Pg 10
DESIGNERS PLUS KITCHEN & BATH Pg 21
KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN HOUSE Pg 45
KITCHENART NORTH Pg 75
LINDSAY SCHULTZ KITCHENS  
 & CABINETRY Pg 73
PERKINSFIELD KITCHEN & BATH Pg 5

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN  
BLUE DIAMOND POOLS  
 & LANDSCAPING Pg 49, 90
FOSTER LAWN & GARDEN Pg 28

QUALITY CURB & GARDEN EDGE Pg 18
THE GREAT GARDEN REVIVAL COMPANY Pg 85

LAWN/LANDSCAPING EQUIPMENT  
MCLAREN EQUIPMENT Pg 29

LIGHTING  
GLASS LIGHTING GALLERY Pg 8

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES  
GRANDVIEW HOMES Pg 15
INNISFIL ESTATES – A.N.T. CONSTRUCTION  
 Pg 17, 90
MAPLE RIDGE ESTATES Pg 48
PRATT HOMES Pg 2, 54&55

PAINTING & DECORATING  
BENJAMIN MOORE Pg 6
EAGLE PAINTING Pg 83
KITCHEN PAINTERS Pg 95

PHOTOGRAPHY 
DIFFUSION PHOTOGRAPHICS Pg 73

POOLS 
BLUE DIAMOND POOLS  
 & LANDSCAPING Pg 49, 90

REAL ESTATE  
CENTURY 21 – MAUREEN LIGHT Pg 42
CENTURY 21 – TRISHA BOWMAN Pg 65
DARCY WARNER – LAKE COUNTRY  
 REAL ESTATE Pg 18, 92
ROYAL LEPAGE – THE CHILTON TEAM Pg 22
ROYAL LEPAGE – DOROTHY SLOCUM Pg 49

ROOFING  
ONTARIO SHAKE N’ TILE Pg 100

SMART HOME TECHNOLOGY  
FULL LINE ELECTRONICS Pg 40
HURONIA ALARMS Pg 11, 90

SPORTING SUPPLY/RECREATIONAL 
OUTFITTERS  
ROYAL DISTRIBUTING Pg 91

WATER TREATMENT  
HYDRO FLOW Pg 12

WINDOW TREATMENTS  
BLAIR INTERIORS & WINDOW FASHIONS Pg 67
COMPLETE BLINDS Pg 14

WINDOWS & DOORS  
BARRIE TRIM Pg 67
DECOLA WINDOWS & DOORS Pg 37
KEMPENFELT WINDOWS & DOORS Pg 7

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies have 
utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we’re making it easier than 
ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below 
are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at jjefferson@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-730-3827 or 705-791-8990.
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The best part is that feeling you get when you have to have it, and you 
better grab it right away or someone else will. Remember: you snooze you lose! 

Going through museum-like shops is an adventure and if you’re a 
serious shopper looking for authentic antiques, then it’s very important 
that you go well equipped. Here are some tips and guidelines to encourage 
a smart purchase and to avoid disappointment. 

1. Do Your Homework
Taking a few hours and getting online or digging into a couple of books 

is well worth it so that you’re well educated when it comes to buying the 
right item for you. You will want to learn about how to tell if an item is 
authentic or a reproduction, and what traits and characteristics to look 
for in determining the value. Just because something has a high price tag 
doesn’t mean that it’s real. The main goal is to make a confident buy and 
feel good about what you are taking home at the end of the day.

There is a vast array of books on this subject – my top picks include:
• Miller’s Antiques Handbook and Price Guide 2012-2013
• Unitt’s Book of Marks on Antiques & Collectibles 
• Antiques 101: A Crash Course in Everything Antique

2. Restoration
Just because a piece looks “old” doesn’t mean it’s the perfect antique. It 

may actually be in very poor condition and in need of some TLC. Always 
fully inspect the item before deciding to buy it:

• Open its drawers or doors
• Examine the bottom of it
• Check that its legs or arms are steady
• Pick up the piece to see if anything falls off
• Smell the item – odd odours could mean rot or decay
• Look for any cracked glass

TREASURE 
HUNTING
BY YANIC SIMARD // PHOTOGRAPHY BY TED YARWOOD
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A stack of 
travel-worn 

suitcases 
makes a perfect 

bedside table 
and creates 

hidden storage.

Vintage books 
and sports 

equipment give 
the room a 

sense of history. NNothing quite compares 
to the adrenaline rush 
you get while shopping 
for antiques – imagining 
where a piece came from, 
who it belonged to, and 
what it was used for  
is exciting. 

If antique ceramics are too delicate 
for everyday use, an arrangement of 
them on the wall can make a subtle 
artistic statement.

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT:

It’s not often you get more than you pay for, but 
when you advertise in OUR HOMES, you get 

more than you pay for every time!

MORE than 
you paid for?

Jamie Jefferson 705.730.3827 
jjefferson@ourhomesmagazine.com

Kim Smith 705.791.8990 
kim@ourhomesmagazine.com

•	FREE	listing	in	our	online	directory,	which	enhances	
your	business’s	online	presence	and	directs	google-
searchers	to	your	company...	FREE

•	FREE	ad	placement	on	our	online	“Flip	magazine”	as	
well	as	free	placement	in	our	mobile	PDF	magazine,	
with	a	free	link	to	your	company’s	website...FREE

•	FREE	listing	in	our	Home	Resource	Directory,	which	
connects	 you	 with	 customers	 who	 are	 looking	 for	
your	service...FREE

•	Ask	 us	 how	 we	 can	 connect	 your	 business	 to	 our	
readers	in	a	more	personal	way

•	Ask	us	how	we	can	boost	your	business’s	advertising	
impact	into	specific	areas	of	our	superior	distribution

•	Ask	us	how	we	can	put	your	company	in	front	of	a	
targeted	audience	from	around	the	province

SUMMER  2012

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/barrie

SMALL SPACE MAKEOVER plusCREATE AN ENGLISH COUNTRY GARDEN 

style
2 HOMESGET PERSONAL WITH

A YOUNG  COUPLE’S STORY

BARRIE
MOVING TO

&
SUMMER DRINKS  THAT SPARKLEstrawberryICE CREAM

FA L L  2012

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/barrie

plus
THE BEST 

GRILLED-CHEESE 
SANDWICH EVER!

DESIGN A 
HOMEWORK 

STATION

BEYOND custom

& 
THIS HOME HAS IT ALL!

HOW ONE  
COUPLE SPENT 

MORE TIME
THAN MONEY
ON THEIR RENO

JIM CARUK’S 
HORSESHOE VALLEY BUILD

5th   ANNIVERSARY ISSUE

HOL IDAY/WINTER  2012/13

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/barrie

3
 FOR LIVING

HOMES TAILORED

GIFTS
DECORATINGWRAPPING

HOLIDAYheadstart

&
DESIGN IDEAS

TRENDS
FOR 2013

SP R ING 2013

inspiredGET

LUXE 
LOFT

COTTAGE 
STYLE

MIDHURST IN
memories

SMALL GARDENS
IMPACT

BIG
YOUR SPRING 

CLEANING EXPERTS

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/barrie

96  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3



• Run your hand against the surface (if an antique is chipped, torn or 
damaged in any way, it may decrease its value drastically)

• If the piece is in need of some work, then it’s a good idea to ask the 
seller if they know how and if it can be reconditioned. It’s always 
wise to know what to expect ahead of time, so that way you know 
what you’re in for once it’s yours. 

If you’re a good “do-it-yourselfer,” then you may be able to tackle some of 
the restoration on your own. However, if you’re not 100 per cent confident 
in your DIY abilities then you may want to have a professional take care of 
it. There are many small shops that specialize in the refurbishment business.

3. Look Outside The Antique Shop
Antiques and unique collectibles are around us everywhere. Check 

out flea markets or garage sales; sometimes even local malls hold antique 
bazaars. I actually found an amazing elaborate gilt side table for my place 
curb-side! Browse often and compare – the more you search the more you’ll 
know, which will help in finding the perfect items for you and your home. 

4. Shopping in the UK
The United Kingdom is very well known for its authentic antiques, so 

if you’re really interested in this field, I would highly suggest taking the 
trip. The UK has a prominent history in trade and invention, and many of 
the pieces from these times still remain in the region. 

 You might want to consider planning your trip around an antique 
fair. England’s biggest is held at Newark in Nottinghamshire, which has 
4,000 stalls of vendors! Following close behind with 3,000 stalls is the 
Arthur Swallow fair at the Lincolnshire Showground, which takes place 
six times a year. London’s Portobello Market is also a wonderful place to 
browse for the perfect treasure.

There are also many antique centres that take place all year round. 
Two renowned dealers you may want to check out would be Woburn 
Abbey Antiques Centre in Bedfordshire and Edenbridge Galleries in 
Kent House where there are many individual shops selling furniture, 
clocks and ceramics. 

My favourite antique market of all time is Le Marché aux Puces de 
Saint-Ouen in Paris.  OH

Incorporating accessories into your 
workspace can be simple: colourful 
spools of thread, a wrought-iron 
judy, and framed prints of vintage 
sewing patterns tell of this 
homeowner’s love of fashion.  

Similarly-themed items make 
a charming vignette in even the 
smallest spaces.
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1-888-271-7119
www.roofontario.com

Get Canada’s Best 
LIFETIME ROOF!
Get Canada’s Best 
LIFETIME ROOF!

LIMITED TIME OFFER! 
We are looking for homes in your area,  

so we can demonstrate to your neighbours, 
why our lifetime roofing system is becoming 
CANADA’S #1 CHOICE. By participating 
in this program you will receive a substantial 
SAVINGS OF UP TO 30%! CALL NOW 

and join our thousands of satisfied customers!

GREEN ROOFS 
COME IN MANY 
COLOURS

CANADA’S 1ST AFFORDABLE PERMANENT ROOFCANADA’S 1ST AFFORDABLE PERMANENT ROOF

•	 Meets	stringent	Energy	Star	guidelines
•	 Impervious	to	Hail.	Best	Warranty	in	North	America.
•	 Tested	at	120	MPH	Hurricane	Force	Winds	by	Underwriters	
	 Laboratories.	The	Highest	rating	available	by	UL.
•	 Up	to	65%	Solar	Reflective
•	 Save	up	to	20%	on	your	energy	bills
•	 Maintenance	Free
•	 INSTALLED YEAR-ROUND!
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