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With baby pigeons relocated to a safe, 
but distant eave, Chris and Wendy Small raised the roof on a historical 
barn and created a modern hideaway in the sky.

The 100-year-old grain mill, which lay fallow for decades in 
downtown Barrie, began to breathe once more as the Smalls and their 
partners Ann and Dave Green planted the seeds of renewal last spring.

On October 13, in due course, Ann opened BLiSS and unlocked the 
potential in three storeys of sun-drenched yoga studios overlooking 
Kempenfelt Bay. The upward climb moves past original wooden beams 
supporting a ground-floor boutique, and reveals the warmth of a lava 
room, an aerobic cycling hub and the opportunity for an anti-gravity 
experience. The largest studio, an expanse framed by soaring ceilings 
and hickory floorboards, capitalizes on the building’s unique location 
with oversized windows.

“It’s a million-dollar view,” acknowledges Wendy. “The water 
changes colour all the time. You can see up the bay and into the city.”

With as many as 5,000 guest-visits per month logging into the 
centre’s first quarter of operation alone, studio BLiSS enthusiasts 
now have to reserve class space two days in advance. As a result, 
proprietor Ann Green retained her previous location to accommodate 
her extensive educational programming. Continued on page 78

Chris and Wendy Small have created a bright, modern 1,425 sq. ft. 
living space atop a 100-year-old barn that once housed a grain 
mill. They reused and recycled as much of the old barn as possible 
throughout the completely transformed building, now home to the 
wildly popular BLiSS yoga studio. OPPOSITE PAGE: This modern, 
inspirational kitchen was designed by Elke Bradford and installed 
by her talented staff at Designers Plus Kitchen & Bath Studio.
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Blooming atop this fertile foundation is a 1,425-square-foot nest, 
custom-crafted by Chris and Wendy, who downsized in December.

“We’d been looking for three or four years for a condo in Barrie,” 
recalls Chris, standing beside a glass-door system installed by Barrie 
Metro Glass Inc. to open fully to the balcony beyond. The outdoor perch 
features a glass surround unspoiled by framing hardware. “Both of us 
knew this could be a really special place.”

Working with Davenport Architectural Corp. plans, Chris – with 
C & C Consulting & Contracting’s Jason Carr as his expert right 
hand – took on the joint roles of general contractor and labourer. Wendy 
focused on the design challenge of transforming a long, 22-foot-wide 
corridor (without side-wall windows) into a bright and airy haven.

“I thought it’d be fun,” the enterprising Chris shrugged with a grin. “I 
never asked the guys to do anything I wouldn’t do.”

Early in the process that meant lugging bins full of bricks down three 
flights of stairs, only to turn around and bring many of them back up to 
create a design element that serves both as a room divider between the 
dining area and living room, and as a nod to the original construction.

Skylights let the sunshine into the kitchen. Lower 
cabinets are high-gloss white and contrast nicely with the 
chocolate island and floating uppers. The counters and 
island are topped with clean, white quartz from Di Pietra 
Design. The focal point is the glass mosaic wall above the 
cooktop. OPPOSITE TOP LEFT: This is the second kitchen 
Elke Bradford of Designers Plus Kitchen & Bath Studio 
has designed for the Smalls. OPPOSITE BELOW: The 
contemporary dining set, which expands when company’s 
coming, is from Aboda Decor. The red wall sconces are from 
Glass Lighting Gallery. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: The space has 
a spectacular view of Kempenfelt Bay. 

Continued on page 81

78  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3  79

f e a t u r e



Most non-reclaimed building materials came from Elmvale Home 
Building Centre. 

The gambrel roofline, re-shingled by Raymond Desroches Roofing 
and brought through to the ceiling inside, was raised to 10-and-a-half feet 
and dotted with tiny potlights, speakers and air-conditioning vents that 
disappear into the design. Wendy, who once ran an art gallery, worked 
with master electrician Bruce Tutt of Bruce Tutt Electric to ensure her 
favourite pieces would be lit to advantage on the wall below.

In accommodating requests for no ductwork in the apartment 
ceiling, as well as attending to the diverse needs of others sharing the 
same complex roofing system – including the hot-yoga studio, the BLiSS 
Wholesome Wellness Centre and a jewelry store, Murray Mechanical 
Systems Ltd. designed a solution that includes five roof-top air-
conditioning units.

“It was a real process and they did a good job,” says Chris.
Four large skylights splash natural light through that roof onto the 

interior of the loft (Sun Tunnels do the same elsewhere) where Wendy 
worked for the second time with local kitchen designer Elke Bradford 
of Designers Plus Kitchen & Bath Studio.

“I originally did work for Chris and Wendy 16 years ago at their 
Sunnidale location. It was a totally different feel and concept: Old World 
Tuscan that is still in vogue today,” recounts Bradford, who was given a 
must-have list this time that included an island sink facing the water, an 
inviting atmosphere, and a streamlined look.

TOP & LEFT: Wendy’s love of art is evident throughout the Small’s new home. 
ABOVE: Two red chairs from Aboda Decor add to the contemporary design and 
provide an ultra-comfortable place to sit and watch the beautiful sunsets over 
Kempenfelt Bay. OPPOSITE: Wendy created simple, attractive vignettes to 
capture the quaintness of the long room that is just 22-feet wide. OPPOSITE 
BOTTOM RIGHT: The hallway with ample storage behind contemporary doors 
leads to the master suite and a guest room at the end of the hall. 

Continued on page 84
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TOP AND LEFT: The incredible main bathroom has a vessel soaker 
tub, vessel sinks on stunning “Black Etna” granite, also from Di 
Pietra Design, and a walk-in shower. ABOVE: The quaint powder 
room is located between the kitchen and living area. 
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“I incorporated the fridge and oven units into the wall space 
instead of using traditional cabinetry,” she explains. “This achieved 
strong architectural lines in which lighting was incorporated. We 
also brought in some pieces of charcoal wood to offset the white, 
glossy cabinets.

“Stainless toe kicks and leg supports for the island embraced the 
contemporary look and feel.”

A circle motif in the glass-tile backsplash adds a touch of elegant 
whimsy. White quartz counters are from Di Pietra Design.

Sleek white closet doors with stainless hardware, warm-white walls 
and charcoal-stained floors continue the design down the hall to two rear 
bedrooms high above the city’s main street. Contemporary pocket doors 
from Barrie Trim & Mouldings Inc. provide necessary privacy while 
maximizing space and minimizing clutter.

Additional suppliers and tradespeople from the area were also brought 
in – from Bill’s Professional Painting covering Duncan Drywall’s 

work, to Just Laminate and Hardwood Flooring installing five-inch 
maple planks supplied by Scott’s Flooring Centre.

“We really went local as much as we could,” reflects Wendy. “I think 
it’s because we grew up in Barrie and we want to support the local 
economy. They’re the people supporting our business, too.”

A walk-through master closet leads to an appealing bathroom to 
complete the tour. There, PlumbEX provided the expertise, while 
Tilemaster and Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home supplied the 
porcelain tiles. The European-drained and glass-fronted shower enclosure 
(Barrie Metro Glass) with a rainhead fixture stands opposite the free-
standing contoured tub.

With daughters grown and independent, this travel-loving couple 
has cultivated a maintenance-free sanctuary where new friendships and 
a new direction are finding fresh roots.

“The energy in this building is extremely positive,” says Wendy, 
prompting a nod from Chris. “Ann promotes a family atmosphere.”  OH

ABOVE: A yoga class is held in the huge studio 
below the Small’s top-floor apartment. Ann 
Green’s incredibly popular BLiSS yoga studio 
welcomes up to 5,000 clients a month, including 
members of the OHL Barrie Colts. ABOVE LEFT: 
A closeup of the beautiful birch wall with built-in 
storage for yoga mats in the main-floor boutique.  
LEFT: Ann Green poses above the fireplace in the 
comfortable greeting area and boutique.
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