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D I  P I E T R A  D E S I G N
C O U N T E R  T O P S

672 Welham Rd. Barrie
705.727.0096

www.dpd360.com

Discover. Natural. Beauty.

D I  P I E T R A  D E S I G N
C O U N T E R  T O P S

Welcome to Di Pietra Design, 
where pride in workmanship has 
built our reputation for over 30 

years. Di Pietra, meaning “of stone” 
in Italian, represents just what we 
do. We are a manufacturer that 
designs, fabricates and installs 

natural stone products. Our 
portfolio includes everything from 

countertops, fireplaces, tub 
surrounds, spas and showers to 

elegant furniture. Di Pietra Design is 
the largest stone fabricator north of 
the GTA and we serve communities 
throughout southern and northern 
Ontario. We offer a wide range of 
products in natural and man-made 

stones such as: certified granite, 
marble, Limestone, slate, onyx, 

soapstone, quartz and solid 
surfaces. Some of the reputable 

brands we carry include: 
Caesarstone, Handstone, Silestone, 

Corian, Bristol Sinks and more.

Photo courtesy of Linwood Homes 
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BBQ Royalty

Premium 
Grills & Accessories

authoRized memBeR

MON. TO FRI. 9-9,  SAT. 9-6,  SUN. 11-5

www.taappliance.com

KITCHENER
519 578-0300
932 Victoria St. N.

BARRIE
705 719-1390
42 Caplan ave.

BRANTFORD
519 750-1118
195 henry St.

MISSISSAUGA
905 901-4861
1655 dundas St. e.

Broil King 
Regal 490

Visit the Certified Barbecue Experts at TA Appliances  
to see the full line of Broil King Premium Gas Grills  
and Accessories. 

North American built Broil King puts performance and 

durability into each and every grill they make. It’s more 

than just a barbecue... it’s a great barbecue, every time.

Experience Broil King BBQ Royalty in your yard.
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705 .527.6116
p e r k i n s f i e l d k i t c h e n @ r o g e r s . c o m

like us on

Designing Custom Cabinetry since 1997

PKB SU14.indd   1 2014-05-26   7:09 AMGilkon SP13.indd   1 2013-01-14   12:46 PM



Voted #1, 15 Years in a ROW!

705.737.1554
kempenfeltwindows.com92 Commerce Park Dr.

The Signs You See Everywhere!

Free Estimates
0 Down
100% Financing

Get New Windows & Doors
for Less Than you Think!

8 WINDOWS INSTALLED

from $59 / month O.A.C.

Garage DoorsWindows Doors

& R

Order Now and

SAVE!

www.majesticoutdoorliving.com

565 Bryne Drive, Unit A  
Barrie, ON L4N 9Y3.

705.881.9981
like us on Facebook!

Hot tub products don’t have to be scary potions and with 
Mineraluxe your water will be luxurious, simpler and healthier. 
You will fall in love with your hot tub all over again with this 

advanced 3-step system.

Marquis donates $25 to the Make-A-Wish foundation  
with every purchase of one of their world leading spa’s.

Majestic Pools SU14.indd   1 2014-05-26   7:00 AM



Huronia Ad (OUR HOMES) – Nov. 19, 2013 with revised logo 

CLIENT
Huronia Alarms

AGENCY
Whiting & Holmes Limited
Jacyln Jones, Account Manager
541 Brant Street, Suite 8
Burlington, Ontario  L7R 2G6
289-337-3662
jaclyn@whitingandholmes.com

PUBLICATION
Our Homes

AD SIZE
8.375”  X  10.875” trim
bleed, CMYK

Safe. Secure. And Sound.

Your home. 
It’s where you live.

      our home is where you and your family are secure. It’s the refuge. The 
safe place. The comfort zone. And Huronia is dedicated to maintaining 
that feeling. Not by being obvious, and making your home a fortress, but 
by providing and monitoring the systems that keep you, your family, your 
home... secure.

We provide the hardware, and the friendly voice, that you can depend on 
in your community. And because we own the local monitoring station...  
it really is Huronia you contact. 

Call us today to talk security, for your home and family. 

Collingwood  705-445-4444 • 800-504-3053    Midland  705-792-9311 • 888-363-9311www.huroniaalarms.com

Security & Monitoring
Fire & Safety
Home Theatre
Lock, Key & Safe 

Huronia 

Y

Huronia Ad (ourhomes).indd   1 13-11-19   10:12 AM

CUSTOM HOMES | RENOVATIONS | PROJECT MANAGEMENT

BUILDING BUILDINGHomes Dreams

www.bigeastconstruction.com
705.294.0785 cl@bigeastconstruction.com

 www.relianceyanchheating.com

™   “Reliance”, “Homes Run Better on Reliance” and the Reliance “Home” logo are trademarks of Reliance Comfort Limited Partnership.

	 	BCIN Certified - we handle the Design, 
Permits and Installation

	 	Geothermal Specialists - over 700 
systems installed

	 	Ductwork Experts - custom ductwork to 
suit any project

	 	In-floor hydronic heat specialists including 
zoning and exterior snow melt

	 	24/7 after sale technical support

Custom Home 
HVAC Experts:

Two locations to serve you:

Visit our Geothermal showroom 
at our Barrie location

BARRIE  
705-728-5406
COLLINGWOOD  
705-445-5670

8269-RHC_CustomHomes_YanchAd_OurHomes.indd   1 13-01-11   2:51 PM



MMY FAVOURITE HOMES HAVE LOADS OF PERSONALITY.
The people who live in these homes surround themselves with 
memories and things that hold a special place in their hearts.

Many have a piece of furniture, handcrafted or handed down from a 
parent or grandparent. Some have paintings or photographs of people 
and places that brought great joy in a moment of time. Emotion can 
ooze from the house itself, reflecting an era and past lives well lived. 

For me, my treasures are very close to my heart. In my small living 
room, I’ve converted an old trunk into a coffee table. In 1954, at the age 
of 21, my father filled that trunk with everything he owned. He set out 
from his birthplace in Scotland, making his way by ocean liner to New 
York City. He then travelled by train to Ontario, where he has lived 
happily ever after with the woman he quickly fell in love with, my Mom.

It was the first of many adventures for that trunk. My mother used 
it to pack clothes for all five of us kids whenever we went on vacation. 
Dad tied it to the roof of the family wagon on our trips north to cottage 
country in the summer and south to Florida in the winter. When I left 
home for university years ago, I packed all my belongings in that old 
trunk. I’ve kept it close ever since.

This issue of OUR HOMES takes you to three homes with lots of 
personality – homes filled with meaning, memories and people who 
appreciate the true meaning of home.

This summer, take some time to frame that special photo, refinish 
that antique dresser your aunt gave you or document the unique history 
of your home. Someone, some day will appreciate its provenance.  

 
Sincerely,

Georgette McCulloch, Editor-In-Chief
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com

P.S. Thanks to Teagan Newton for snapping this photo of the OUR HOMES team 
– Sales Rep Kim Smith, photographer Sandy MacKay and me – at her family’s 
awe-inspiring home. 

  Follow us @OurHomesMag

For more information, call  1-866-775-0333 or visit GrandviewHomesCollingwood.com
Come see us at the corner of Poplar Sideroad and Clark just east of High St. in Collingwood.

■ Selection of 83 Crescent homes

■ Fully detached homes

■ Choice of 3 exterior fi nishes

■ Oak staircases

■ 9’ ceilings on main fl oor

■ Close to amenities

FEATURING:

$260’s
  Craftsman style homes

from the

Prices and specifi cations subject to change without notice. E.& O. E.
* Speak to a sales representative for details.  Bonus valid from June 1 - September 1, 2014 with the purchase of a Mountaincroft home.

Quality Craftsman 
inspired homes

with nature as your 
playground.

  Craftsman style homes
Home should feel this good! 

$7500$$$$$750075007500
Summer Bonus 

in Upgrades*

Shutters . Blinds . Draperies . Bedding
Free In-home Consultations . Installations

12-102 Commerce Park Dr. 
in Barrie

705.727.0567
www.completeblinds.com

email: sales@completeblinds.com

Come visit 
us at our 

NEW 
LOCATION!

Effective May 1 until August 31, 2014.
† Purchase 3 Pirouette® Window Shadings and receive a $200 rebate. Also, when you purchase any number of these additional shades, you’ll receive 
an extra $40 for each. Valid at participating retailers only. The rebate will be issued in the form of a Hunter Douglas Prepaid American Express® Gift 
Card. THE PROMOTION CARD is a trademark of The Hunt Group. All Rights Reserved. THE PROMOTION CARD is a Prepaid American Express® Card 
issued by Amex Bank of Canada. ® Used by Amex Bank of Canada under license from American Express.

when you 
purchase†

Pirouette® 
Window 
Shadings. Rebate

Complete Blinds SU14 HR.pdf   1   2014-05-25   7:20 PM
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E D I T O R I A L

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Georgette McCulloch
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com

ASSOCIATE & WEB EDITOR Julie Simmonds

MANAGING EDITORS Alexandria Barker, 
Nancy Belgue, Adrienne Brown,  
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Advertisements and the content, including photos, of advertisements published within OUR HOMES 
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OUR HOMES™ is a registered trademark of OUR HOMES MEDIA GROUP INC.  
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Simcoe County at high traffic locations throughout the region. Copies of OUR HOMES are 
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C O N T R I B U T O R S

Brandon Barre, M. Carolyn Black, Sheila Britton, Tara Chattell, Maria DaSilva,  
Kathleen Duncan, Bonnie Fox, Walter Franczyk, Shelby Hilson, Scott Hunter,  

Sandy MacKay, Andrew Philips, Stephanie Redmond, Melanie Rekola,  
Yanic Simard, Jeff Thomason, Melody Wren

www.bayhillqc.com
email: info@bayhillqc.com | phone: 705.734.3014

Bayhill SU14.indd   1 2014-05-25   6:40 PM

Showroom on wheels
www.kitchenpainters.com

Call for a FREE quote

705.796.4030

Call 705.796.4030  www.kitchenpainters.com

Barrie’s complete kitchen renovation company!

2136

E

D

F

C

B

A

Before

Call for a FREE quote and we’ll come to 
your home with our Showroom on Wheels

Give your cabinets a brand new look without 
the major expense of a brand new kitchen!

EThis island and lower cabinetry are spray painted 
our very popular dark and rich colour Espresso
This two-tone kitchen follows the latest fashion 
trend by using contrasting upper and lower colours
This glass and stone backsplash compliments our 
two-tone design
We enhanced the appeal of this island by adding a 
custom wine rack 

D

C

B

A

F

These contemporary brushed nickel knobs are 
easy to grab and add sophistication to this equisite 
kitchen transformation 
We installed this durable, low maintenence quartz 
countertop

Add custom cabinetry, woodworking, granite & quartz countertops... we do it all!
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SHOWROOM: 
551 Bryne Dr., Unit 0, Barrie
705u730u6989

u  Marble
u  Slate
u  Granite
u  Mosaics 
u  Porcelain

u  Ceramics 
u  Tumbled Marble 
u  Stainless Steel
u  Ledgestone
u  Gift Cards

SALES & INSTALLATION 

www.desertile.com

NOW  
MORE Quartz

Countertops41 Commerce Park Drive, Unit D, Barrie, Ontario
705■725■8111 • www.decola.ca • pdecola@csolve.net

O F I N T E G R I T Y

decola windows SU14 HR.pdf   1   2014-05-25   7:27 PM Mon to Fri 7am-5pm   |   52    Saunders Road, Barrie    |    705-739-2200   |   1-800-265-3465   |   www.barrietrim.com

Get Inspired
visit our showroom

now at Barrie Trim & Mouldings

TRIM  DOORS  STAIRS  RAILINGS

      

         
      

         

705.722.7664www.terriclarkinteriors.com

FULL HOME SOLUTIONS

• Project management

• Window treatments

• Upholstery

• Furniture

• Custom trim

• Wall paper

• Accessories

Call for an in-home Consultation!

Timeless Design & Modern Style

TerriClark SU14.indd   1 2014-05-26   7:29 AM



EEntertaining is always such a pleasure – picking the food, the wine, the 
music. I like to make sure the house is tidy and the kids are clean, and then 
it never fails – I leave setting the table to the last minute. I can hear the 
veteran entertainers gasping but it’s true. I mean let’s face it, entertaining 
should be about the food and the company, but putting in a little aesthetic 
effort sets the tone for the event and quite frankly, it can be a lot of fun. 

The Base Layer
Think of a tablecloth as your base layer. Be 
bold or keep it simple. White linen is always 
a lovely classic that can be layered with 
colourful or neutral dishware. For a modern-
country aesthetic (or if you’re on a budget), 
use burlap. It stains and can’t really be 
washed, but for a one-night affair, it’s the 
perfect cheap and cheerful fix. 

Layer 2
If you’re not into tablecloths you can always start with placemats or a 
runner. Generally you can’t accommodate both, but it depends on the 
width of your table. If you choose to do both, make sure they don’t overlap 
or your table will feel crowded and messy. I love a thin linen placemat 
with a fine detail around the edge. It looks contemporary and timeless.

The Necessities
If you have a full set of dishware, don’t feel obliged to use everything 
that got ticked off your wedding registry. Mix and match so it doesn’t 
feel too uptight. And if you’re lacking on serving pieces, set up a buffet 
and skip the table clutter altogether. 

You can layer three different sets of 
dishes and not feel stiff if you pick the 

right combination. Try a plain white 
base, a patterned centre dish and a 

textural plain top piece. Whether 
you’re formal or free-spirit, the style 
of tableware will set the tone. And 
plain white is always an option (pair 

with colourful linens, flowers, serving 
dishes and candles to add some interest).

Twigs And Petals 
A striking assembly of flowers in the centre of the table is always 
beautiful but the guidelines for flowers are: Make sure they are not 

overly scented; are not too tall so people sitting across from one 
another can see each other and not so wide that a guest ends up with 
a hydrangea in their soup. For something less traditional, create a long 
grouping of greenery down the centre, running the entire length of the 
table. It takes a bit of work, but the effect is striking. 

Lighting
Please don’t make your guests eat underneath a 100-watt bulb without a 
dimmer! Lighting is key. It’s important to see your food, but it’s equally 
important to not feel like you’re eating at a sports complex. 

Dim the lighting and light the candles. If you’re outside, try battery-
operated candles or tall glass hurricanes to block the breeze.

A Little Je Ne Sais Quoi… 
Sometimes we just need to treat ourselves (and our guests). Here are a 
few ideas to keep you on the VIP list:

•	 Decant	your	wine	–	it	allows	your	wine	to	
breathe	and	looks	great.

•	 Put	sea	salt	in	a	small	bowl	(personally	I	
prefer	to	use	my	fingers	so	I	can	feel	how	
much	salt	I’m	using).

•	 Put	out	some	nuts	or	small	appetizers.	
Life	is	busy,	and	we’re	all	on	the	run.	
Don’t	leave	your	guests	waiting	for		
dinner	to	be	served.	

•	 Have	sparkling	and	still	water	avail-
able	–	invest	in	a	Soda	Stream	if	you	like	
carbonated	water,	it	saves	money	and	
recycling.	

•	 Make	butter	balls	–	I	know,	it’s	80s,	but	who	doesn’t	like	a	butter	ball?

•	 Create	a	playlist	beforehand	so	you	are	not	fussing	with	the	music	
throughout	the	evening.

•	 Use	your	old	brass	candlesticks	–	with	tall	white	candles	they	add	
whimsy	and	formality.

•	 Put	your	cell	phone	away	–	it	shows	thoughtfulness.	(And	this	
goes	for	the	guests	too!)

At the end of the day, we entertain to discuss life, to live life and to 
escape from life. All the little touches surrounding an evening make a 
difference. So make an effort, and take a minute to decorate… and have  
a toast – to life!  OH

SETTING THE 
SCENE Designer		

Stephanie	Redmond	
shares	her	ideas.

1

2

STORY  STEPHANIE REDMOND

SUMMER ENTERTAINING

1. LINENS: ABC Carpet & Home  
2. ISPHAHAN PORCELAIN: Oka Direct

Advice_Table_Settings 1pg_gutter.indd   2-3 2014-06-04   1:17 PM
Transcanada SP14.indd   1 2014-03-03   7:53 PM
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DESIGN • RENOVATION • CABINETRY • FURNISHINGS  
Discover Our Showroom

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am-5pm Sat by appt.

Since 1976

35 Cedar Pointe Dr, Unit 33, Barrie, ON     
705.726.9861  |  www.designersplus.ca

Voted Best Kitchen Design & 
Renovation Company in Barrie!

Designers Plus SU14.indd   1 2014-05-25   7:43 PM

www.homesbydaycor.com  •  Barrie, ON Tel: 705.792.0580

CUSTOM HOMES & COTTAGES RENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS

Building Homes
as Unique as  
You Are.

Model Homes
14 Black Creek Trail,   

Snow Valley 
Open Sundays 1-4pm

HomesByDayCor SU14.indd   1 2014-05-26   11:57 AM

ourhomesonline.com

ourhomesonline.com

Something BIG is coming soon!

NewWebsiteComingSoonFULL.indd   2 2014-05-28   9:58 AM



Continued on page 24

PHOTOGRAPHY  BONNIE FOX

JUST ADD STYLE
Create your ideal living space with summer-
time must-haves for your home. 

1

2

3

4

5

6

1  GLASS LIGHTING GALLERY

Chandelier
Chrome and crystals are combined 
to create a stunning addition to your 
entrance, dining room or great room. 
It’s from DVI Canada’s Shadow Box 
collection, which includes matching 
pendants, flush mounts and linear styles.

31 King St., Barrie 
705.722.7772 I www.glasslightinggallery.ca

2  SATURDAY AFTERNOONS

Large Patio Lantern
Entertaining outside is all about creating 
ambience. Charming patio lanterns 
provide a twinkle of light at dusk and 
when darkness sets. Saturday Afternoons 
has many to choose from, including this 
wood-and-chrome stunner.

225 King St., Midland 
705.526.5226 I www.saturdayafternoons.ca

3  INHABIT INTERIORS & DESIGN

Toss Pillows
Add personality and colour with new 
toss cushions. Inhabit has a lovely, well-
priced selection of feather-filled pillows 
that are fun and stylish. Think sofa, chair 
or bedroom. It’s a small thing that adds 
big impact.

505 Bryne Dr., Unit D, Barrie 
705.734.1212 I www.inhabit-design.com

4  SATURDAY AFTERNOONS

Dipped Table
This rustic pedestal table is locally 
made and ideal for inside or out. It’s 
made of vintage barn board, stained 
grey and dipped in white. Everyone has 
room for a piece like this somewhere in 
their home. 

225 King St., Midland 
705.526.5226 I www.saturdayafternoons.ca

5  TRIPP’S PAINT  
& DECORATING SHOPPE

Colour Trends 
It is the easiest way to refresh your 
home. Pick a paint from Benjamin 
Moore’s Colour Trends 2014. Jamie 
Tripp suggests these: Breath of Fresh 
Air 806, Castleton Mist HC-1 and 
Normandy 2129-40. Get rolling!

259 King St., Midland 
705.526.7411

6  LEON’S FURNITURE OF ORILLIA

Electrolux Dishwasher
This dishwasher has it all – a large 
capacity, a third-level rack, a 30-minute 
fast wash cycle and targeted wash 
zones. If you are looking for a truly 
professional clean, this built-in model 
is for you.

555 Memorial Ave., Orillia 
705.326.3505 I www.leons.com

806

HC-1

2129-40
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7  DECOLA WINDOWS + DOORS INC.

Exterior Door Hardware
Add a finishing touch to your new front 
door with an Emtek hardware system. Find 
your style and don’t worry about security. 
We’re showing Davos in polished chrome, 
Franklin in French antique and Nashville 
in pewter. 

41 Commerce Park Dr., Unit B, Barrie 
705.725.8111 I www.decola.ca

8  THE EDGE GALLERY 

Original Art
No home is complete without art. You’ll 
find unique pieces you’ll love at The 
Edge Gallery. This piece by well-known 
Canadian Marie-Claude Boucher is 
called Le provence et ses tournesols and 
measures 48-inches square.

32 Dunlop St., Barrie 
705.481.1558 I www.theedgeartgallery.ca

9  NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT

Prestige Pro 665RSIB
Grill like a pro with this eight-burner 
beauty. Comes with night-light knobs, a 
rear rotisserie burner, a sizzle zone side 
burner, a smoker tray and interior lights 
to grill at night. You’ll be the talk of the 
neighbourhood.

24 Napoleon Rd., Barrie 
705.721.1214 I www.napoleonhomecomfort.ca  OH

7

8

9

705-322-4562705-322-4562

Now offering Property Maintenance

• Residential, commercial 
   & estate property lawn  
   & garden maintenance
• Stamped concrete curbs

10 Coldwater Rd 
Coldwater, ON

705.686.3883
Cvillager@eastlink.ca

www.thechristmasvillager.com
Like us on Facebook!

Open 7 days a week starting June 1st through to Christmas.
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• BEST BANK RATES
• HELOC, SELF BUILD, CONSTRUCTION FINANCING

• INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES  
* CASH/RRSP * 8-15%

www.themortgagestation.ca
1.877.512.0007 ext. 0

Call us to Borrow or Invest.

The “Heart of Art” in Downtown Barrie
32 Dunlop Street W. 

705- 481-1558 

www.theedgeartgallery.ca

Jo
hn

 A
da

m
s

Call today to discuss your upcoming home  
or cottage build, renovation or addition. 

705.528.2815
decarlicontractors.com

“We hired John DeCarli to build our cottage.  
He made sure everything was done right  
while always giving us options in order to  
stay within budget. We would highly  
recommend John DeCarli for any project.” 

Heather & Peter Lavine, Thunder Beach  

Y O U R  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  C R E A T I O N .

custom residential 

renovations 

additions  

commercial   

hospitality

705 725 0229  
www.baileydesigns.ca
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516 Bryne Drive, Barrie • 705-722-4125 • www.bathworks.ca

NEVER
COMPROMISE

Barrie’s largest selection of premium bath & kitchen fi xtures.

555 Memorial Ave. Orillia
Phone: 705.326.3505

Mon – Fri.  8:30AM -9PM / Sat.  8:30AM – 6PM / Sun. 10am – 5PM

Canada’s Largest Furniture Retailer!

ELECTROLUX FEATURES:    
NEW 2014 MODEL
Third-level Rack  
Proclean Wash system
Satellitespray Arm
30 Minute Fast Wash
Target Wash Zones
Easy-lift adjustable rack

This summer, 
spend more  
time outside,  
and less time  
doing dishes. 



TThe rustle of the leaves being tickled by 
a breeze that also carries the cheerful 
chirp of nearby songbirds never fails to 
soothe Monique Usher – even if she’s in 
the process of chasing her three young 
sons across the grass or through the 
forest path at the rear of the family’s 
one-acre property.

STORY  KATHLEEN DUNCAN
PHOTOGRAPHY  SANDY MACKAY

PLAY 
TIME

The pool, designed and installed by Blue Diamond Pools & Landscaping, 
has made the Ushers’ backyard the place to be every summer. There is 
plenty of space beyond the pool area for play on the one-acre property. 
ABOVE: The view from the front of the Midhurst home. Continued on page 30
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“I love my backyard,” she smiles, looking at the roof-covered porch 
that steps down between pillars to an interlocking brick patio, in-ground 
hot tub and fibreglass salt-water pool. A stone retaining wall (materials 
from GP Masonry and Landscaping Supplies) adds another tier to 
separate the outdoor living area from the treed environment. “The portico 
was one of the reasons we bought the house.”

The feel is pure country splendour, although the location is 
actually a Midhurst cul-de-sac in a family-friendly neighbourhood 
with lots of playmates. 

“When we moved in, the backyard was sloped away from the house 
and we never used it,” Monique recalls. “ And Darren grew up with a 
pool, so he wanted one.”

They also wanted to make better use of the portico that first drew 
them to their new 2,700 sq. ft. bungalow, while maintaining a natural 

Inside, the kitchen is always hopping with 
three boys and their friends. The harvest 
table is situated at the back of the kitchen 
with a view of the backyard.

The family room is just off the 
kitchen of the Usher’s bungalow. The 
two-sided fireplace separates the 
room from the front foyer.

Continued on page 32
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atmosphere. Coming together to transform this vision into reality 
were the teams from Blue Diamond Pools & Landscaping and 
Sunsational Landscapes Inc.

A second patio set was added to accommodate the increased usage.
The two companies worked well together as the oasis came 

together, she reports. Included in the result are stone window wells, 
replacing the more common galvanized steel, brick walkways around 
the house, upgraded flowerbed edging and design, and ornamental tree 
and rock placements that add to the curb appeal and define property 
lines. Greg Gore of Quality Handyman Services was brought in to 
oversee the necessary tree and stump removal.

“I wish I had a ‘before’ picture of the yard – it’s like night and 
day,” adds Monique, who also points out the pool house built by 
her husband Darren and his father Mark. “His dad built most of the 
furniture in the house.”

His talent is fully on display at the bottom of the basement 
stairs, where a large salt-water aquarium sits perched on Mark-built 
cabinetry. This vignette serves as a colourful welcome to the newly 
renovated leisure and guest space that has been crafted on the lower 
level of this 10-year-old home.

“We want to make this ours,” she says of the changes that have been 
steadily underway since they moved in five years ago. Their attention 
to such details has been understandably divided during this time. They 
relocated to Springwater Township from a town house in Hamilton 
just before son number two was born, and immediately prior to Darren 
taking up his new post as an emergency physician at Royal Victoria 
Regional Health Centre.

A native of the small and flat French farming community of St. 
Joachim, near Windsor, Monique was attracted to the hilly terrain of 
the Barrie area. Darren, an avid windsurfer who found a like-minded 

community at Kempenfelt Bay, spent summers camping at Algonquin and 
Killbear Provincial Parks and dreamt of returning to the region full time.

“It just seemed like an active community and a better place to raise a 
family,” Monique considers. “And Darren’s grandparents are originally 
from Elmvale, where a street and school are named after the family, so I 
guess we’re really bringing it back.”

The main floor has benefitted from some new colour (by Essa 
Painting in one of the three bedrooms on the main floor), new window 
covers (from Complete Blinds), a new front door with transom, lights 
and window panels by Kempenfelt Windows & Doors Ltd., a set 
of bunk beds – one of the few wooden pieces Mark didn’t have a hand 
in, and a faux barn-beam mantel that he did. Otherwise, Monique and 
Darren have focused on overhauling the recreational areas of the home.

Each of the three boys 
has his own room. 
Darren’s father Mark 
built most of the 
furniture, including the 
incredible, animated 
clock in their youngest 
boy’s room.

ABOVE: The master en suite 
is Monique’s retreat.

Continued on page 34
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Besides, a bright guest suite with a large, comfortable bed was one 
of the conditions Monique says she put on moving so far away from her 
family. “I wanted them to want to come visit,” she laughs, with a nod to 
the success of the strategy.

“The basement was unfinished when we moved in and we wanted 
a toy room for the kids, a home theatre, a guest room and a mud room 
that could accommodate two adults, three kids and all their ski gear,” 
she describes. “I also wanted to retain space for storage, since it was 
nothing but storage in the beginning.”

Prycon Custom Building & Renovations Inc. was entrusted 
to put it all together. Local trades invited by Prycon to help included 
Gilbertson Electrical Contracting, Wright’s Plumbing, and 
Campbell Custom Carpentry, who handled the framing and trim 
work for the new space.

“I call this the man cave,” Monique says with amusement, with eyes 
sweeping across the handcrafted bar (by Simcoe Custom Furniture 
& Cabinetry, which also crafted the guest en suite vanity), pool table 
(sourced from Sanders Pro Home & Billiards) and rec room with 

The fully-finished 
basement doubled the 
size of the home and 
has space for everyone. 
Darren has his bar, pool 
table and home theatre 
and the kids have a 
huge playroom. The 
whole family enjoys the 
aquarium, which is the 
star of the room.

Continued on page 36
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31 King St, Units 1 & 2, Barrie  705.722.7772 
www.glasslightinggallery.com 

New Arrivals Weekly  
OPEN: Mon to Fri 9-7 | Saturday 9-5 | Sunday 11-4

Glass Lighting Gallery is expanding!  
Come in and check out speciality accent pieces for your home.

Light up every room 

Glass Lighting SU14.indd   2 2014-05-27   1:03 PM



The covered portico next to the pool brings relief from 
the sun and provides a great place to entertain with easy 
access to the kitchen. The backyard is surrounded by lush 
landscaping, providing privacy and enjoyment.

built-in wall speakers and a 100-inch projection 
TV screen.

“Darren likes to watch movies and host UFC 
parties here.”

Monique, a dental hygienist-turned-full time 
mom, can more often be found in the spacious 
playroom lined with cork flooring, soft green 
walls (adorned with a painting by a young artist), 
and a wall unit of cupboards and shelves to house 
the appropriate creative outlets for youngsters 
between the ages of two and seven.

The soothing sound of boys laughing is also 
music to her ears.  OH

Residential, commercial & estate property lawn & garden maintenance
Complete tree and stump removal

Fertilizer and weed control programs

Award-winning Unilock Designs
Patios & Walkways • Retaining Walls
Natural Stone • Garden Makeovers

Expect the best ...
      We’re greener
                    than the rest!

D E S I G N  •  B U I L D  •  M A I N TA I N

(705) 726-9189www.flgweb.ca
www.fosterlawnandgarden.com

Call today for discounted  
pre-paid 2014 lawn programs!

Foster Lawn & GardenFoster Lawn & Garden LTDLTD

Serving Barrie since 1988

Hardwood, Laminates, 
Tile, Vinyl, Stairs, Trim, 

Service & More ...

FREE IN-HOME 
ESTIMATES

Written Warranty

705.721.6852
74 Saunders Rd. Barrie ON

Desired Luxury Fairly Priced.
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BBaby boomers are giving retirement a 
whole new meaning, especially when 
choosing where to live.

“Today’s seniors are not your grandmother’s seniors,” says Susan Eng, 
vice-president of advocacy for CARP, a national group dedicated to 
enhancing the lives of aging Canadians. “There is a huge difference 
in terms of attitudes and expectations about what they ought to be 
doing,” Eng tells Zoomer magazine.

Census statistics show 92 per cent of Canadians age 65 and older 
live in their own homes, homes that are changing in step with the 
habits of people born during the 18-year baby boom that followed the 
Second World War. Retiring boomers are living longer than previous 
generations. Most intend to work, in some form, beyond age 65. They 
want to stay active, engaged and healthy for as long as they can. For 
many, that means moving to a home better suited to a new lifestyle, an 
opportunity to live life on their own terms, to get what they want as 
well as what they need.

Anyone who has owned a home in the city or nearby suburb for 25 
years or more can sell it and buy a new house in a small town for less 
than half the cost of a city home. It’s an appealing idea, and a growing 
industry caters to this market.

Design consultant Adam Stuart is too young to be a boomer, but in 
the past six years he’s helped design nearly 200 homes, most of them 
for retirees who are tearing down old family cottages in their favourite 
summer haunts and replacing them with new homes.

Most clients, Stuart says, are looking for smaller, low-maintenance, 
energy-efficient homes. “If they’re going to go away for a couple of 
months, they can close their houses up quite easily and not have to 
worry about any pipes leaking,” he says. “They don’t have to worry 
about spending three or four hundred dollars a month, trying to 
maintain heat.” They favour homes with open-concept designs. 
Two-bedroom homes, with en suite baths and main-floor laundries are 
popular. “A lot of people now are looking for a crawl space, rather than 
a full-height basement, so they eliminate the amount of stairs in the 
home,” Stuart says.

Anticipating customers’ future needs, his company offers wider 
doors for wheelchairs and walkers. It also installs blocking for the 

future installation of bathroom grab bars. Quick draining tubs that 
eliminate that big step over the tub wall are a new option. 

Some builders incorporate “visitability” design standards, such 
as no-step entrances, wide hallways and doors that allow people in 
wheelchairs and on scooters to come into a home and, if needed, use a 
ground-floor bathroom.

Although the choice of floor plans, upgrades and finishes can 
be exciting, a new home, in itself, is just one part of the retirement 
equation.

Many builders realize retiring baby boomers are making lifestyle 
decisions. Across Canada, there are hundreds of new neighbourhoods, 
some as small as a few dozen houses, others with hundreds of homes, 
geared to people creating a new way of living in retirement.

Each of these communities is distinct, with its own attributes and 
amenities. Some offer recreation centres, swimming pools, fitness 
centres and places for people to congregate. Many surround golf 
courses and offer memberships as part of the home package. Some are 
built on scenic lake shores, near ski hills and walking trails.    

Community kitchens, woodworking shops, art studios and theatres 
with tiered seating serve a variety of interests. 

Often called adult lifestyle communities, these developments attract 
people who like the idea of aging with neighbours of the same vintage; 
like-minded people who share similar interests and enjoy the same 
activities. Selecting the ideal place to build or buy a retirement home 
takes time and a lot of visits to different communities. It’s a choice 
that requires looking at the surrounding community as well – medical 
facilities, hospital, curling rinks, shopping – and gauging the distance to 
children and grandchildren.

Homes in adult lifestyle communities range in price from $139,000 
for a house in a land lease development to more than $1 million for a 
home in a gated community surrounding a private northern lake. Even 
monthly rentals are available, from $490 for an apartment to $763 for a 
detached house. The choices are endless. They’re not just about bricks 
and mortar, they’re about enjoying life to the fullest.  OH

STORY  WALTER FRANCZYK
ILLUSTRATION  SHEILA BRITTON

WHERE TO 

NOW?

Retirement living 1pg_gutter.indd   2-3 2014-05-28   3:50 PM

Barrie’s Newest Boutique
& Interior Design Firm

505 Bryne Drive Unit D Barrie ON L4N 9P7

 t. 705 734 1212 • www.inhabit-design.com

CONTEMPORARY HOME
Furnishings & Accessories

EXCLUSIVE LOCAL RETAILER:

Furniture | Accessories
Interior Design | Cabinetry/Kitchens

Creation     Restoration     Innovation

See your poolscape paradise before installation.  

Complimentary  
  3D Design  
included with every pool purchased!

705.726.3403

   Bring the  
resort experience

Where inspired design meets expert 
craftsmanship, trust bluediamond Pools 
to make your backyard dreams a reality!

BlueDiamond Pools SU14.indd   1 2014-05-25   6:53 PM
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AAttracting butterflies, bees and hummingbirds to gardens across 
North America, its colourful, fragrant flower heads are held high upon 
sturdy stems. Though its foliage is somewhat weed-like, going against 
my usual rule of thumb, the masses of eye-catching blooms vindicates 
its place in most garden circumstances. Just be sure to hide that weedy 
vegetation with some nice foliage companion plantings such as dwarf 
daylily, coreopsis or sedum. 

Coneflower Facts
Commonly known as purple coneflower, and possibly Canada’s 
most popular native wildflower, Echinacea is simple to cultivate. 
Indigenous to the central plains of North America, it performs best 
in full sun but also adapts to partial shade situations. It is drought 
tolerant after it establishes. Most varieties are considered large by 
perennial standard, about 36-inches tall and 24-inches wide. But 
bear in mind, the plant’s height when blooming varies widely by 

cultivar and can range anywhere from 12 to 40 inches. Echinacea 
petals are edible and can be made into a savory spread, added to fruit 
salad, or sautéed with onion to add to various recipes. Coneflower 
is a strong and resilient plant resistant to deer destruction and 
damage from most garden variety pests such as aphids, caterpillars, 
grasshoppers, Japanese beetles and whiteflies. The only exception is 
the Leafhopper. Though Echinacea is impervious to most sickness, 
Leafhoppers transmit a disease called aster yellows, which often 
causes the flowers to form abnormally and remain green. Echinacea 
are also susceptible to powdery mildew.

Remedy For The Common Cold?
Frequently cited for its medicinal attributes, it was aboriginals who 
dubbed Echinacea “snakeroot,” because its thick, black roots were used 
to treat snakebites. First Nations also used Echinacea as a cure-all for a 
wide range of other illnesses.

ECHINACEA
enchanting

With its long blooming and superb display of 
giant, daisy-like flowers, Echinacea is the perfect 
easy-care perennial for most sunny locations. 

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY  MELANIE REKOLA

Echinacea Purpurea “Raspberry Truffle”

Gardening_Enchanting_Echinacea_2 page.indd   2 2014-06-03   1:47 PM

Continued on page 42

www.prycon.com       36 Morrow Road, Suite 100, Barrie, ON L4N 3V8       705.739.0023

Concept to Completion
Team of professionals creating your vision of home. Serving Simcoe County and surrounding areas for over 20 years. 

Dealing with leading Canadian Manufacturers such as Decor-Rest™, Superstyle™, El Ran™ and many of the Waterloo Mennonites  
for solid pine, oak and maple pieces. We have a large gift and accessory area for personalizing your home or retreat.

Check out our website | www.simplycountryfurniture.ca 
This is how to find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/simplycountryfurniture

Over the last 20 years of owning Simply Country in downtown Midland we have sourced 
some of the best furniture manufacturers in Canada. We think the quality, selection and price is  
exceptional! Let us help to furnish your home and make it a special place that you are proud of!

Your local Ashley Furniture Dealer

323 King St. Midland ON

705-526-7630

OPEN  
7 days a week!

CHOOSE your size, your fabric & toss pillow colour!
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Razzmatazz Pink Double DelightBig Sky Sunrise

Tomato Soup

Echinacea purpurea

Melanie is a certified horticulturalist and landscape designer. 

Since then, the healing properties of Echinacea as treatment for 
cold and flu viruses have become recognized world wide. Although 
the cure to the common cold seems forever elusive, and although 
the herb’s countless advocates claim that it possesses anti-viral and 
immune-boosting properties, there has been little scientific evidence to 
substantiate these claims. 

 
So Many Varieties To Choose From! 
The genus Echinacea was named after the Greek word “echinos,” which 
means hedgehog or sea urchin and refers to the prickly, spiky central 
cone of the flower. The old garden standby, Echinacea purpurea had 
proved to be very easy to hybridize. Recent cultivars produce a rainbow 
of delicious flower colourations and types consisting of single, double 
or quilled varieties in hues of magenta, orange, pink, purple, white, 
green and yellow. Some varieties even boast petals that change colour 
over time. Continued breeding breakthroughs will surely follow to keep 
up with the demand for these ever-popular garden perennials. Below 
are a few of my favourites.

Melanie’s Plant Picks
•	 Echinacea purpurea “Magnus”: Though common, this original 

heritage favourite still makes my cut. Its magenta petals are held 
horizontally, making the blooms appear even larger. And with its 
rusty-orange centre, who says pink and orange don’t go together? 
It’s also very robust and multiplies quickly. A close cousin that also 

performs amazingly is Echinacea “Pow Wow,” with vivid, deep rose-
purple petals that retain their colour even longer than the original. 

•	 Echinacea Purpurea “Raspberry Truffle”: This is a short and 
sturdy selection of coneflower with salmon pink blossoms held upon 
thick chocolate stems. I often prefer the shorter varieties, including 
Echinacea “Kim’s Knee-high” and “Echinacea Red Knee-high” as 
they take up less room and can be placed towards the front of the 
perennial border. 

•	 Echinacea Purpurea “Razzmatazz” Pink Double Delight:  
I adore the uniquely shaped pom-pom flowers of this coneflower. 
Its showy blooms have a rose-pink centre with magenta, daisy-like 
surrounding petals. It’s another shorter, sturdy variety of coneflower 
that is easy to place, even where space is limited. 

•	 Echinacea “Big Sky Sunrise”: Large and architectural, this 
elegant butter-yellow coneflower is a beauty to behold. Its five-inch 
blooms have an orange centre with petals that fade from yellow to 
cream with age. 

•	 Echinacea “Tomato Soup”: Tomato Soup is a bright, tomato-red 
coneflower whose five-inch-diameter flowers feature slightly drooping 
petals with rounded, dark yellowish-brown centres. Tomato Soup is 
also one of the larger varieties of the coneflower family. 

As with all perennials, be bold and 
plant in groups with repetition 
throughout your garden to get 
maximum impact from this 
marvelous statement plant. Keep 
your Echinacea looking its best by 
deadheading regularly to extend 
its blooming period, and bring a 

bouquet inside as they also make an excellent cut flower. In fall, leave 
your Echinacea standing as the seed heads provide winter interest to 
the often barren landscape. Plus they provide a food source for local 
songbirds. And if you haven’t yet already, why not experiment with the 
immune enhancing properties of this famous herb the next time you 
contract a cold. Science fantasy or science fact; you be the judge!   OH
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Presentation Centre:  26 Landscape Dr., Shanty Bay, ON L0L 2L0   Tel: 705-835-0629

Open: Wed. to Sat. 10 am - 4 pm, or by Appointment

Come Home to
Rustic Elegance

Finely-crafted homes 
and beautiful estate lots amid nature and 
adventure in the spectacular Horseshoe Valley.  
Whether it's an elegant home in an established neighbourhood, a freehold 
town home with main floor living, or a dream property on a golf  course - 
Horseshoe Ridge Homes offer uncompromising quality, craftsmanship 
and a variety of  living options to suit your vibrant lifestyle.

Phase 3 Single Family Homes on 63 ft and 82 ft Lots Launching This Summer!

Find out why everyone is excited about Horseshoe Ridge Homes. Visit our 
Presentation Centre or register online for more information today! 

www.horseshoeridgehomes.com

Homes at
Landscape

Ridge ESTATES
AT HORSESHOE RIDGE 

HRH_OurHomes 8.375x10.875 vGhr.pdf   4/30/14   8:14:22 PM
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Entertainment ...
      ... made simple.

Panasonic         Anthem         Yamaha         Denon         LG         Alpine         JL Audio         Clarion         IC Real Time         Kenwood Mobile

10th Anniversary
with over 90 stores across Canada

with over 75 years combined experience

Control 4      Salander Designs      Bell’o       Fortress Seating      Lutron Shades / Lighting     SONOS      Sennheiser    Fusion Marine

Tel: 705-527-7888
9225 County Rd. 93, Unit 12a (Huronia Mall) Midland, ON L4R 4K4

www.fastforwardavu.comFind us on Facebook!

FastForward S14.indd   1 2014-05-27   10:24 AM



THE PLACE: Ego’s Garden Centre is a 

gathering place for plant lovers. Right 

now, gardens are our focus. Ego’s has 

everything a beginner or advanced 

green thumb needs, including a healthy 

selection of annuals, perennials, trees and 

shrubs. Family owned and operated, the 

business grew from a seed when Laury 

and Lorraine Ego started a Horseshoe 

Valley Road-side farmer’s market in 

1975. Today, Ego’s is owned by daughter 

Kristin and her husband Gary MacPhail, 

who have nurtured and expanded the 

greenhouse selection to accommodate a 

growing demand. Edible gardens are 

super popular but if you don’t have 

room, Ego’s continues to 

operate a farm market with 

their own fresh produce. 

PHOTOGRAPHY  BONNIE FOX

PLANTING 
HAPPINESS

THE STYLE: Ego’s grows almost all of 

the plants it sells, which is impressive. 

“We focus on our plants,” Kristin says. 

“We are growers, and quality is our top 

priority, along with staff training. All our 

employees take what we call ‘horticulture 

101’ so they are prepared to answer 

almost any question.” Ego’s clients are 

loyal and return year after year. “We want 

our customers to be successful gardeners 

and we want them to have the knowledge 

to do so,” Kristin explains. “We want to 

have fun too!”

SEASONAL: Seeds, bulbs, pots, garden 

tools and gifts are all beautifully displayed 

in the main building. Ego’s carries 

ergonomically advanced garden tools and 

gloves designed by Sophie Conran for 

Burgon & Ball. Ego’s also makes growing 

edibles easy with pots already planted 

with just the right mix of vegetables 

and herbs. Ego’s carries 

the very latest annuals 

and perennials and all 

your long-time favourites. 

WHAT’S HOT: Fairy gardens 

have fluttered into Ego’s. Kristin 

describes them as enchanted 

doll houses for the garden. 

Displayed in a container, they are 

comprised of soil, miniature plants and 

accessories like benches, trellises, bird 

baths etc., all available at Ego’s. Fairy 

Doors are also hot. Made locally at Sugar 

Bush, these handcrafted entries sit in the 

garden or at the base of a tree. They only 

open for fairies. 

GET THERE: 596 Horseshoe Valley Rd. E., 

Coldwater, 705.326.9922  

www.egosgardencentre.com  OH

Kristin and Gary MacPhail
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705.721.1214
24 Napoleon Road, Hwy 11 & 93  Barrie
napoleonhomecomfort.com

Mon - Fri 8:30am – 8pm, Sat 9am - 6pm & Sun 11am - 5pm

Come visit our amazing
12,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM WITH OVER 60 BURNING FIREPLACES, GOURMET GRILLS & CANADIAN MADE GAS FURNACES

“Experience The Difference Experience Makes”

style | performance | quality
all your home comfort needs

For over 36 years, Napoleon Home Comfort has been providing Simcoe County 
with home comfort solutions; fireplaces, grills, furnaces, air conditioning and outdoor 
furniture. Our factory trained staff and certified installers, combined with our free  
in-home consultations and a “won’t be undersold” policy, come together to make 
your Napoleon experience, comfortable and easy.
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SScottish decorators Colin McAllister and Justin 
Ryan have taken Europe by storm for the last 10 
years, and now they are re-designing Canadian 
homes, one at a time. They recently renovated 
their own cottage in Ontario’s Muskoka region. 
Their new show Cabin Pressure on Cottage Life 
television documents the overhaul. Here are their 
top tips on how to give your home a cottage vibe 
this summer.

1. Accessories: Use cushions with stags on 
them, or art with twigs that remind you of the great 
outdoors – nothing too twee. Lay a visual path to 
give that wonderful escapist feeling. 

2. Colour scheming: A big colour for this season 
is green in its myriad of shades. Layer it on with 
textures from knobby throws and gorgeous touchy-
feely cushions that are a feast for the eyes and 
fingers. All these things allude to life at the lake. 

3. Timber and wooden elements: You might 
want to think about having a timber feature wall, 
or you can get the same effect with photographic 
murals, which can be made to look like the side 
of a barn.

4. Art work: You can suggest so much with one 
purposeful piece of carefully chosen art work. Bring 
back a piece of art from a local gallery or cottage 
artisan. Every time you see it or look at it, you will 
be immediately transported to life at the lake. 

5. Cottage escapism: Add some quirky 
elements next to your stylish sofa, a milking bench 
or a gnarly piece of timber. It may seem that these 
pieces shouldn’t go together, but they do, and will 
give a little taste of the cottage right in the middle 
of a very metropolitan look.

6. Lighting: Light at the lake is bright and 
welcoming by day with a lovely woody atmosphere 
at night – indulgent, beautiful and comfy. So play 

around with your lighting in your primary home 
environment. Create those atmospheric pulls that 
suggest life at the cottage. 

7. Seasonal adjustment: Pale slipcovers and  
bright cushions are amazing for changing the 
mood and look of a room. Check out Bemz.com for  
slipcovers and myoverlays.com for transfer stickers 
and panels that adhere to standard, ubiquitous  
Ikea-style furniture, so you can add images to 
bookcases and shelves. 

8. Scents: “When we are decorating homes for 
our clients, it probably sounds cliché, we are not 
just interior designers, but interior diviners,” Justin 
remarks. The mood of a room is changed by how it 
looks, how it feels and how it smells. So add lots of 
beautiful scented candles. Buy good soy wax  
candles that don’t contain any of the nasties of the 
cheaper waxes. 

9. Noise: A soft cottage sound track will always 
remind you of the lake. Get an alarm that sounds like 
a loon. It’s such a beautiful, soft way to wake up.

10. Shopping: The best designs come from  
clever, careful shopping. It’s not just buying stuff, 
it’s being creative in your shopping. It’s about 
going to garage sales or shopping smart online 
and at consignment stores. 

11. Do it yourself: Save money by creating 
your own heritage. Work with local artisans, 
shop local and do what you can yourself. “We 
don’t pay anyone to do anything we can’t do 
ourselves,” Justin adds.“There is DIY and DFY  
– do it yourself and done for you. There is a time 
for each of these things. We do things quickly, 
and people can learn from our carefulness.”

12. Create memories: In Colin’s words, 
“Canadians need to be selfish, especially 
empty-nesters. Encourage people to have great 
memories. Memories start today.” OH

1. LIVE-EDGE WOOD TABLE: Kincaid 
Furniture Company, Inc.  2. KICHLER 
LIGHTING FIXTURE: Living Lighting 

3. CUSHIONS, THROW: Pottery Barn 

COTTAGE style
STORY  MELODY WREN

Colin and Justin’s tips to give your home 
a cottage vibe this summer.

1

2

3
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YYears ago, Victoria and Kent Newton sat in a restaurant with tables 
covered in brown paper and together drew a layout of what they 
considered the ideal family home. That piece of paper is now tucked 
away somewhere in the fully renovated hilltop home they share 
with children Teagan and Brody, and dogs Lucas and Jackson. Their 
vision is now real.

JOURNEYSTORY  M. CAROLYN BLACK
PHOTOGRAPHY  SANDY MACKAY 
FLOWERS  BY FLOWERS AND PINE WORLD 

Sentimental

Victoria, principal of Vantage Point Interiors – Home Staging 
and Design, remembers driving past this house on her daily commute 
in her previous life as a Montessori teacher. “I always loved it because it 
reminded me of Tara from Gone with the Wind, which is one of my favourite 
movies,” she says. The stately home on two acres is located close to the 
highway to make Kent’s commute to his chiropractic office easy. In this 
idyllic setting they often spot deer, rabbits and even the odd coyote, yet 
city life is minutes away.

The home is 40 years old and needed Victoria’s impeccable touch. 
Using that rough design on that brown paper, the Newtons worked 
with Paul Hood of Cornerstone Construction Services Inc. 
and Adam Baguley of Kempenfelt Renovations Inc. to create 
a more modern interior – an open-concept kitchen and family room, 
a large master bath, and a breezeway converted to a large mudroom/
laundry room. The fresh, bright kitchen is definitely the hub. When 
asked what the family’s favourite room is the children pick the family 

Continued on page 54

Victoria Newton has a gift for 
putting together beautiful 
interiors. Here, in the family’s 
kitchen, working with talented 
local trades, Victoria selected 
finishes and furnishings to create 
a space that’s functional, bright, 
beautiful and efficient. BELOW: 
Son Brody, dad Kent, daughter 
Teagan and mom Victoria sit 
in the office on a very special 
sofa that once belonged to her 
grandmother, who used to always 
say “consider yourself kissed” – 
hence the CYK decal on the wall.
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room to the left of the kitchen and the parents choose the delightful 
sunroom to the right. 

The three-season sunroom, with its floor-to-ceiling windows and 
electric fireplace, is the perfect spot for a rainy-day game of checkers 
and Victoria says, “We’re at the cottage in here.” In winter, Victoria 
transforms the closed-off room into Santa’s workshop and the children 
can peer through the french doors from the kitchen to see a small 
Christmas tree and sparkling lights, but in the summer it’s the most-
used room in the house. The patio doors lead out to a stone courtyard 
and pergola nestled under trumpet vines that provide summer shade 
and eye-catching flowers. The completely renovated pool, with several 
modern diving rocks in place of a diving board and lots of comfy seating 
poolside, is the ideal spot for summer fun – the Newtons often host 
family and friends and enjoy entertaining.

The family-oriented kitchen was designed by by Lorelee Legere 
of Norcab Kitchen & Millwork Co. Inc. and features Giallo 

Bla blah blah bla bla blah bla blah blah. Bla blah blah bla 
bla blah bla blah blah. Bla blah blah bla bla blah bla blah 
blah. Bla blah blah bla bla blah bla blah blah. Bla blah blah 
bla bla blah bla blah blah. Bla blah blah bla bla blah bla 
blah blah. Bla bla bl blah bla blah blah. Bla blah blah bla 
bla blah bla blah blah. Bla blah blah bla bla blah bla blah 
blah. Bla blah blah bla bla blah bla blah blah. Bla bla bl

Continued on page 56

TOP: The family room is the kids’ favourite place to 
relax.  ABOVE: A sideboard in the dining room receives 
Victoria’s decorating touch. LEFT: The family crest 
Victoria designed is prominent at the end of a main-floor 
hallway leading to the kitchen on the right and dining 
room to the left. OPPOSITE PAGE: The dining table was 
a wedding gift Kent and Victoria gave each other. Guests 
are always asked to sign under the table after dinner.
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lights up when she enters her new, more grown-up bedroom, bathed 
in a colour called Lavendar Lipstick with white accents. Brody’s 
room totally fits his personality and is furnished with Kent’s boyhood 
bedroom furniture. 

 Victoria has put her personal stamp on each room of their home 
with heirloom furniture and sketches and other artwork by Kent. The 
letters CYK, in a decorative font on her office wall, stand for “consider 
yourself kissed,” Victoria’s grandmother’s favourite greeting. The wall 
colours, like Benjamin Moore’s Ballet White in the kitchen and Mount 
Ste. Anne in the living and dining rooms reflect the family’s love for 
nautical-themed décor. All painting was completed by Wil Twynstra 
of Dumex Painting and Nick Adair of Nix Painting.

The master bedroom’s en suite renovation turned wasted space into 
a second closet, spacious tub and a dream shower. Victoria says, “The 
plumber, Brad Wright (Wright’s Plumbing) is so design savvy I 
keep saying he should be a designer. 

The shower enclosure features Bottecino marble subway tiles and 
all the shower controls are from Yorkwest Plumbing Supply Inc. 

Matisse granite counters. The generous kitchen island was constructed 
with convenient slide-out basket drawers for snacks, like apples 
and bananas. The kitchen also features a side servery under a set of 
windows that overlook the backyard. Victoria loves to ring the outdoor 
dinner bell to call the children and dogs out of the forested backyard.

Victoria decided to start professionally staging homes a few 
years ago when friends – who had asked Victoria for staging advice – 
wondered why she wasn’t already doing it as a business. She has a gift 
of looking past a home’s awkward layout or bad paint job to envision 
for the seller how to put the home’s best look forward. Although she 
and Kent have renovated and sold several homes, she says not everyone 
has this vision, and that hiring a qualified staging and design expert is a 
very important tool sellers can use to get top dollar and a quick sale for 
their property. 

The number one piece of advice she gives is to de-clutter and scale 

down: “You’re moving anyway so it makes sense to start packing and 
clear space.” However, she cautions homeowners not to go overboard 
and adds, “Sometimes I have people getting things back out (to display) 
because they have completely de-cluttered and it’s sterile. I’m extremely 
sentimental and I understand that there’s a lot of emotion around 
moving. I’ll tell clients to stage the house around something that’s 
important to them.” 

A perfect example of Victoria’s sentimentality is the dining room 
table, a wedding gift Victoria and Kent gave each other. She explains, 
“When my grandparents had people over for dinner they would sign the 
bottom of their dining table so we’ve been doing the same since we’ve 
been married. My mother-in-law and grandmother have passed away 
but (their signatures) are on the table. I keep thinking I’d like to change 
up the chairs but I could never part with the table.”

Her children appreciate her work. Eight-year old Teagan’s face 

The sunroom is Victoria and Kent’s favourite 
room. It’s nostalgic and beachy and looks out 
into the beautiful backyard.

The Newtons transformed the backyard pool 
area, creating a summer destination the whole 
family enjoys. ABOVE: The mudroom/laundry 
room is huge and has a convenient door that 
leads to and from the backyard.

Continued on page 60
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The master bedroom upstairs has 
a walkout to a private deck and a 
newly renovated en suite.

Live in Midhurst in  
True Forested Lots!
Estate Lots from 1 to 3 acres

No Payments With Two Year Financing Available

Only

 8 MINUTES

to Barrie!

705.770.4322   705.733.4432   www.dreamwoodhomes.com

For those  
who value the 
difference!

Residential • Commercial • Institutional
Right Process, Right People, Right Products.

www.eaglepainting.cawww.eaglepainting.ca

Our goal at Eagle Painting is to provide excellent service from the time the phone call for a quote is made until 
the work is finished. We respect and add value to your home or business in everything we do. Take the time to 

have a look on our website. See what our customers are saying. 

705.727.4965 

Thinking         Painting? Long Term? Quality?

Email: eaglepainting@rogers.com
*Eagle Painting is a Holmes Referred Contractor

Call or email  today for a  FREE  QUOTE!
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The elegant custom vanity, created as a joint 
project between Victoria and Lorelee Legere 
of Norcab Kitchen and Millwork Co. Inc., 
features Calacatta marble completed by 
Keystone Granite Design. Vanity faucets 
are from Bathworks. 

 The heated floors provide winter comfort. 
Tile is from Gianni’s Tile Gallery. Les 
Courts of Earth Electric installed all 
sconces and chandeliers and Victoria says he 
was an absolute perfectionist and great to 
work with.

Now that “Tara” is hers and the renovations 
are completed, Victoria intends to keep 
growing her staging business but also move on 
to the next challenge — getting a pilot’s licence 
and taking her love of all things nautical up to 
the aeronautical realm to perhaps see her home 
from a whole new perspective.  OH

LEFT: Brody is lucky to have Dad’s boyhood furniture 
to enjoy. BELOW: Teagan loves the colour of her 
walls, - Lavender Lipstick by Benjamin Moore. 
BOTTOM: The basement has a home theatre with a 
bar for family and friends to enjoy.

Joel Laurin jvlhomes@sympatico.ca |      Find us on facebook!Bus: 705 549 0436 | Cell: 705 791 9197 | 

www.jvlhomeimprovements.ca

Custom Homes & Cottages Renovations • Additions • Stairs

We thrive in putting 
quality back into 
custom building.

JVL HORI SU14.indd   1 2014-05-26   6:51 AM

SparklesSummer
699 Aberdeen Blvd., Unit 64, MIDLAND 705.245.2371   

www.kitchensandcabinetry.ca   
MIDLAND • GEORGIAN BAY • HONEY HARBOUR • COLLINGWOOD • BARRIE

LS Kitchen HORI SU14.indd   1 2014-05-26   6:57 AM
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VISION
Our specialists can make 
all your homes-related 
wishes come true.

COLLEEN BRAZILL, 
LAURA BARTLETT 
Owners, Behold Design, Barrie

What’s your specialty? Behold design 
specializes in inspiring designs, customized to 
our client’s lifestyle. Whether it is a kitchen, 
a bathroom or whole-home renovation, we 
believe designer and client rapport is the 
most critical element of any project. We want 
our clients to be happy; with their dreams 
a reality. We achieve this through honesty, 
communication and a genuine love for design.

Trends for 2014? When it comes to the 
hardest working rooms in the home, many 
desire a design that is simple, organized and 
clean. Kitchen accessories with purpose, 
including multiple bin garbage systems, 
charging stations, faucets with integral filters, 
surfaces that require minimal maintenance 
and spaces that are timeless and spacious are 
at the top of every wish list.

What are your plans this summer? We are 
looking forward to our first summer season 
in downtown Barrie. Our Checkley Street 
location, on the waterfront, comes alive during 
the summer. We will enjoy all that the warm 
weather brings; long walks, stand-up paddle 
boarding and sunny rest and relaxation on the 
dock or poolside.

PHOTOGRAPHY  BONNIE FOX

Continued on page 64

FRESH

Jasmine Hemsworth: 705-220-0766 jasmine@absolutecabinets.ca  |  Troy Paterson: 705-727-6542  
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Absolute Cabinets SU14.indd   1 2014-05-26   8:45 AM

62  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 4

people



JOHN TOM
Franchise Owner, MEDIchair Barrie 

Tell us about MEDIchair Barrie: MEDIchair Barrie provides sales, service and rentals of home medical equipment 
to individuals of all ages with varying degrees of disabilities. We are your best source for wheelchair ramps, stairlifts, 
porchlifts, vehicle lifts, walkers, power and manual wheelchairs, scooters, lift chair recliners and many more home 
medical equipment needs.

How do you share your specialized knowledge? We provide educational sessions on relevant topics to a wide 
spectrum of healthcare professionals. Our mission statement also references our empowerment to family members 
and clients – “Education and advice are the most important benefits we offer as The Home Medical Equipment 
Specialists.”

What’s your favourite way to spend a hot summer’s day? Hot summer days ideally involve some fishing or 
golfing with close family and friends. This year I’m hoping to learn how to ride horses with my better half Suzi, (aka 
“The Horse Whisperer”) – she’s an equestrian fanatic!

LAUREN KELLY
Broker, Coldwell Banker and Client Services, Innisfil Estates

Tell us about executive living at Innisfil Estates: There is so much to say! We have discovered the perfect place for a 
new-home community. We offer the best of luxury, countryside living nestled perfectly in the village of Stroud. Our exclusive 
community of only 38 homes features 70-by-300 foot lots, with some lots exceeding this size and reaching nearly two acres! We 
have something for everyone – whether you’re looking for peace and solitude or enough room to let your family grow indoors 
and out, we have it. Executive living at Innisfil Estates is about living YOUR way. 

What is your role in this development? I wear many hats; however, my primary role is client services. My partner, Andrea 
Kelly, and I are available to assist all clients in the new home process. Building a new home is incredibly exciting but there 
can be challenges as well. Andrea and I always offer support and guidance to help with some of the important decisions. Our 
builder, A.N.T. Construction, is known for building beautiful custom homes and their quality is second to none. Andrea and I 
look forward to making new friends and helping them realize their dreams. 

How will you spend your down time this summer? Down time? What down time? With our Innisfil Estates demonstration 
home opening soon we have been very busy arranging meetings with new and repeat prospects. Our furnished demonstration 
unit is very impressive with nearly 5,000 sq. ft. of professionally decorated space. Our second demonstration home is on its way 
and our roads and services are underway. We expect this summer to be a very exciting time for our development. Continued on page 66
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CHRIS GARRATT 
Manager
Total Hardwood Flooring, Innisfil

Tells us about your products and 
services: Within each line of products 
(traditional hardwood, engineered 
hardwood, laminate and vinyl tile), we 
carry a wide range of North American 
woods including hickory, oak, walnut 
and maple, as well as a variety of exotic 
woods. With each coming in multiple 
stains, we have 100-plus different types 
of flooring for even the most selective 
buyer. We stand behind every product 
we sell and do so by including a 25-year 
warranty on each and every flooring 
product that leaves our store. Our 
installation team is second to none and 
they do what it takes to make sure the 
job gets done properly and the finished 
product is beyond all expectations.

What’s hot in hardwood flooring 
right now? Hand-scraped and 
distressed look hardwood flooring is 
hot right now. It has less of a sheen to it 
and customers appreciate the fact that 
it is less maintenance than a traditional 
smooth shiny floor. If customers prefer 
a lower sheen in something other than 
a hand-scraped look, the wire brushed 
finish is another popular choice.

What’s the best part about summer? 
The best part about summer is the lack 
of snow. I personally would spend all 
day at the beach or out shooting a round 
of golf with some friends, soaking up as 
much vitamin D as possible.

SCOTT RUSSELL 
Store Manager, Majestic Outdoor Living, Barrie

I want a pool, where do I start? We can help in every way. Check out our website, see us on Facebook, 
Twitter and Pinterest. Come and see us at our new showroom on Bryne Drive in Barrie. Book an appointment 
for a free consultation. There’s no cost until you request a rendered design.

Products and services: We open and close pools, provide cleaning, repairs and maintenance and sell and 
install inground and above ground pools. We have a full retail store with everything you need for your pools 
and spas, including patio furniture and Napoleon Home Comfort barbecues. We have a full-time certified 
Landscape Architect, Britney Bell, working out of our new state-of-the-art design studio. We create high-end 
custom fireplaces, custom outdoor living spaces, outdoor kitchen areas plus brick and stone work.

How do you spend your days off in the summer? Summer is high-time for the business, so there’s not a lot 
of time off, but when I do get home to my family, I like to spend a nice evening in my own backyard oasis.

Continued on page 68
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RACHEL BRADBURY, DEBRA GORDON, CORENNA SMITH, 
JENNIFER FAYYAZI AND EVA HORVATH
Bathworks, Barrie

What can you expect from Bathworks? At Bathworks, we believe in our slogans, “Never Compromise” and “Love Your 
Space.” Selecting fixtures for your new home or renovation should be an enjoyable experience. We offer a comfortable, non-
intimidating environment with knowledgeable, non-commissioned sales consultants to guide you through the entire process 
from start to finish. We pride ourselves on our service, not just during the project, but our after sales service as well. We will 
work very closely with your contractor or plumber to take as much pressure off the homeowner as possible. We also offer the 
most up-to-date fixtures and styles available to fit every budget. Being supported by a wholesale division gives us buying power 
and free delivery from one of our 12 warehouses across Ontario.

What’s new? There’s lots new, including Moen’s ioDigital Showering system with remote control, Delta’s touch technology 
in kitchen and bathroom faucets, exposed shower pipes, HansGrohe Raindance Rainfall shower heads with air injection 
technology, drinking fountains for the home and low water consumption toilets that flush.

ADAM PECKHAM
General Contractor, Bayhill Quality Contracting, Barrie

What kind of renovations do you do? We specialize in residential renovations, from additions, 
basements, bathrooms and kitchens to fences, decks, gazebos and sheds. We build better. Using superior, 
innovative products and excellent craftsmanship, we construct all our projects using better building 
practices, not just building to basic code requirements.

What sets Bayhill apart? Quality. There is a very good reason we put it in the name – we are building our 
company around it!  We are Baeumler Approved and a Mike Holmes Referred Contractor.  The evaluation 
process for both of these prestigious affiliations is quite rigorous. The groundwork for the client has been 
done for them. Each has contacted no less than four recent referrals, visited job sites, called additional 
references (both client and sub-trades), checked WSIB, business and automobile insurances. In addition, 
Holmes then follows up with existing clients and monitors that we are providing a continued high-level of 
workmanship and customer service.

What’s your favourite summer activity? I love summer… it doesn’t matter what I’m doing – from time in 
our pool with my kids, barbecues, a bonfire with family and friends or the odd game of golf… I love it all!

Continued on page 70
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LAURIE AND GREG PATCHELL
Amazing Gates of Canada, Oro-Medonte

Tell us about your company? We are a family owned and operated business located in Oro-Medonte. It all began with 
the purchase of a driveway gate for our own property and has now expanded into Amazing Gates of Canada being the sole 
distributor for this classic line of wrought-iron driveway gates, garden gates and fencing in Canada.

Why choose wrought-iron fencing and gates for your home? Elegant wrought-iron driveway gates and fencing provide 
added privacy and security for the homeowner. Our hot-dipped galvanization and powder-coating system make these steel 
products maintenance free. All gates and automatic gate openers have been designed for a seamless DIY installation complete with 
on-line support videos. Matching garden gates and fence panels are available. All wrought iron products have a 10-year warranty.

What is your favourite summer activity? In the summer we enjoy spending time at our family cottage on Georgian Bay. We 
take full advantage of the bay, be it boat trips up to Christian Island, paddle boarding on a calm sunny day or just hanging out 
on the dock with family and friends. Hooray for summer!  OH

BEHOLD DESIGN
4 Checkley St., Suite 102, Barrie, ON 
705.726.6200  www.beholddesign.ca

As specialists in custom kitchen and bathroom renovations & purveyors of fine furnishings 
and interiors, we bring cosmopolitan style & inspired design to downtown Barrie.

Visit Our Showroom

BeholdDesign SU14.indd   1 2014-05-25   6:42 PM
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The expansive, light-filled kitchen was completely transformed to fit 
the Bells’ beach-house vibe. The century home on the water has a 
rich past and a bright future.

COTTAGE 
Vintage

reborn
NThe couple travelled to Orillia last summer from their place in 

British Columbia to find a new home. They checked out a number of 
listings during an intensive and almost unsuccessful house search.

As they prepared to head back to the west coast empty-handed, the 
couple received one last call from their realtor to look at a home that 
had just been listed. That call turned out to be fortuitous and led to 
the eventual and successful long-distance relationship with Madison 
Taylor Inc. Gaye knew immediately that “this was the one” after seeing 

the charm of the rustic living room and enjoying the light-filled kitchen 
and cottage porch. 

The 4,000 sq. ft. home is located on a quiet peninsula that retains 
an out-of-town cottage feel, but remains within comfortable walking 
distance to the Mariposa city’s pretty downtown.

“The outside already had a nice look,” Gaye says, noting she and her 
husband were quickly taken by the wonderful views of its grounds on 
Lake Couchiching.

STORY  ANDREW PHILIPS
PHOTOGRAPHY  SANDY MACKAY

Not many of us would buy a house half way across the country and then renovate 
from afar. But that’s exactly what homeowners Gaye and Brian did – to great success.

Continued on page 74
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While originally from Toronto and having visited her grandparents 
over the years on Cumberland Beach, Gaye has always had a soft spot 
for Orillia’s Lake Country.

“We had 15 wonderful years in B.C., but we were ready to move back,” 
Brian says, noting that living in a place that features ample restaurants 
and culture, including live theatre, also made Orillia a good choice.

The retired executive couple also wanted to move closer to their 
daughter and are reconnecting with numerous friends who cottage in 
the region.

The home has the warmth and brightness normally associated with 
a cottage, thanks in part to the more than 30 windows that provide 
plenty of natural light.

Off the welcoming foyer, there’s a powder room to one side and a 
mudroom and laundry space to the other with the appliances hidden 
from view by wonderful cabinets from Absolute Cabinets, which 
also created impressive units in the home’s bathrooms and kitchen.

Overnight guests stay a few steps down the hallway in a private 
bedroom that features a full en suite equipped with a steam shower and 
in-floor heating with, of course, a gorgeous lake view.

TOP: Madison Taylor Inc. renovated and transformed the entire home in 
four months, including this comfortable, inviting library space. ABOVE: 
The beach-house style continues in the laundry room and in this built-in 
drop-zone area. LEFT: A stunning powder room boasts a vanity with lots 
of storage. RIGHT: The living room is the historic home’s oldest room at 
110 years. Marble surrounds the wood-burning fireplace.

Continued on page 76
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Gaye and Brian really enjoyed working with Madison. Her company 
offers full-service design, architectural drawings and construction 
services for the residential, commercial and hospitality industries.

“Madison always knew exactly what was going on with the project,” 
Gaye says over a cup of tea from the large chef’s dream kitchen that 
includes a big, warm harvest table that’s sure to be a busy spot as the 
couple entertains family and friends.

And since they wanted most of the renovations to be completed 
before their Valentine’s Day moving date, they had to find someone they 
were comfortable working with over the phone and Internet.

“In four months, Madison transformed the whole house,” Gaye 
adds. “We knew it was going to be beautiful, we just didn’t know how 
beautiful. She managed the perfect balance of keeping the cottage 
charm and yet creating a new beach house that is elegant and rustic 
with a relaxed feel.”

Madison lowered sconces throughout the hallways to provide better 
lighting while adding elegant chandeliers.

“There was a lot of wood throughout,” Madison says. “We kept most 
of it but lightened things up.”

Gaye and Brian love recounting the home’s rich history from its 
early 20th century beginnings, including its place as the birthplace of 
famous Canadian sculptress Elizabeth Wynn Wood, who later married 
prominent Canadian artist Emanuel Hahn. 

According to Gaye, the cottage was still mostly “unwinterized” until 
1994 when the previous owner began extensive renovations, which 
included enclosing a porch that now serves as a marvelous sunroom/
library space. Brian says it’s the perfect place to unwind with a glass of 
wine and watch the last light of day fade, or fireworks burst over the 
city’s skyline on special occasions.

The sunroom area also features a small breakfast nook along with a 
striking buffet purchased from Saturday Afternoons.

The living room remains the house’s oldest portion, having been 
built about 110 years ago. It features the same original hardwood floors 
and wall paneling. Madison helped the couple complete some aesthetic 

LEFT: The sunroom off the kitchen was once an 
uncovered porch. It now serves as the perfect space 
to unwind with an incredible view all year round. 
BELOW: The blonde wood flooring found throughout 
the home continues up the stairway. RIGHT: Soft 
hues continue in the bedroom, where comfort is 
a must. OPPOSITE BOTTOM LEFT: The TV room 
can accommodate a crowd. BOTTOM RIGHT: The 
en suite bath has a vessel tub and a sophisticated 
shower with fixtures from Bathworks.

and structural changes that included eliminating a staircase and 
adding an eye-catching marble hearth with a working wood fireplace.

Madison says that besides operating within a tight timeline, her 
team also encountered unforeseen events that are par for the course 
when conducting older home makeovers.

“We had to add 11 new beams,” Madison says. “An existing masonry 
fireplace also had to be taken down because it couldn’t be fixed.”

To help bring the entire project to fruition and ensure everything 
was done to the highest standard, Madison employed a wide range 
of companies including: Shockwave Electrical Services Ltd., 
McCowan Carpentry, Barrie’s Custom Plumbing, Urban Barn, 
Flooring by Design and her own The Gallery shop.

New bathroom fixtures from Bathworks and paint from the 
Sherwin-Williams outlet give the home a warm feel. Painting was 
completed by Snape Paint.

Madison’s firm called upon Napoleon Home Comfort to install 
the home’s gas fireplaces with Puetz & Sons Inc. adding the wood-
burning fireplace in the living room.

The second floor features two full baths, complete with cosy 
in-floor heating, and huge shower stalls were created with marble and 
quartz selected from The Gallery.

There’s also a nice-sized master bedroom with another splendid 
water view, two other large bedrooms and a spacious family room 
that Madison transformed from two rooms that once housed an office 

Continued on page 78
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and a smaller bedroom. Throughout the floor, one finds comfortable 
carpeting from Sunshine Carpet.

Along the water’s edge, there’s a boathouse with a vertical lift. 
The structure was designed and built by Orillia’s Wes Brennan 
Construction two years ago. The shoreline, protected from erosion 
by deep-seated pilings, makes the perfect place to enjoy a full range of 
water activities.

Gaye and Brian are looking forward to settling into their new beach 
house this summer with a fresh new interior that will make life in 
Orillia just that much sweeter, thanks to the fabulous transformation 
from Madison Taylor Inc.  OH

The guest room has a 
fabulous view of the 
water and easy-access 
to a soft-blue and white 
bathroom.

Installation Service • Traditional Hardwood 
Engineered Hardwood • Laminate • Vinyl Tiles • Stairs

2315 Industrial Park Rd Innisfil, ON
(705) 436-4700

www.totalhardwoodflooring.com

M E R I D I A N  D E S I G N  B U I L D  I N C .
W W W. M E R I D I A N I N C . C A

7 0 5 . 7 2 1 . 7 7 0 2

Victoria Newton Staging & Design Consultant

T: 705.718.8817
info@vantagepointinteriors.com
www.vantagepointinteriors.com
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Does the thought of inviting a new colour 
into your life make you blush? If you follow 
my guide, you can learn to pour on the 
pigment gradually, until you’re floating 
comfortably in an ocean of colour-calm.

STORY  YANIC SIMARD 
PHOTOS  BRANDON BARRE

1. NO SHAME IN NEUTRALS:  
First, let me say there is nothing wrong with a neutral palette. Whether 
you love a restful beige or a ravishing red, you can start your space from 
the same foundation: 

•	 Use	as	many	of	these	textures	as	possible:	paint,	paper,	stone,	
wood,	metal,	plastic,	rich	fabrics,	light	fabrics,	leather,	(faux)	fur,	
grasses/plants	and	glass.	This	will	ensure	your	space	has	variety	
even	before	you	add	colour.

•	 Introduce	patterns	for	more	visual	texture,	and	contrast	warm	
tones	(like	beige	or	caramel)	against	cool	tones	(like	charcoal	or	
silver).

•	 Metallics	especially	add	depth	to	a	palette	without	feeling	like	
a	bold	dose	of	colour.	Try	adding	gold	or	copper	to	warm	up	a	
space	that	feels	too	minimal,	or	silver	to	chill	out	a	space	that	
feels	too	hot	or	busy.

2. START SMALL: Once you’re ready to introduce colour, let yourself 
start slowly – you don’t necessarily need to go all-in at once. Choose a 
favourite hue you’ve always loved (instead of chasing colour trends) and 
add little touches throughout one room via accessories.

•	 So	that	your	new	hue	feels	integrated	instead	of	sticking	out	like	
a	hot-pink	thumb,	create	a	“triangle	of	colour,”	adding	approxi-
mately	the	same	shade	to	three	areas;	for	example,	in	pillows	on	

your	sofa,	a	throw	blanket	on	a	chair	and	a	
lamp	across	the	room.

•	 Non-committal	items	(like	pillows)	add	
colour	with	low-risk.	Try	new	lamp-
shades,	candles,	vases,	glasses,	plates,	
books	or	linens.

•	 New	art	is	another	easy	DIY	colour	
infuser:	take	paint	chips	from	daring	
colours	and	slip	them	into	existing	
frames	for	a	fun	splash,	or	paint	a	
simple	canvas	in	a	few	stripes	or	
squares	to	liven	up	a	bare	wall.

3. WIDEN YOUR HUE-RIZONS:  
As your colour collection grows bigger, it should also get wider. 
When you want to add a larger dose of colour, find a secondary hue, or 
introduce several new tones of your favourite.

•	 Green	and	blue	are	colours	we	see	every	day	in	nature,	so	we	see	
them	as	more	neutral	than	fiery	reds	and	yellows.	If	you’re	unsure	
what	colour	to	mix	in,	green	and	blue	are	usually	a	safe	bet	for	
any	scheme.

•	 Fabrics	and	art	can	help	guide	your	choices,	but	don’t	forget	
to	mimic	the	proportions	of	the	inspiration	piece;	notice	which	
colours	are	used	in	big	or	small	amounts.	Go	a	few	shades	darker	
or	greyer	when	applying	these	colours	to	larger	surfaces	like	
upholstery	or	walls.

•	 A	rich	colour	palette	should	include	at	least	a	little	bit	of	dark	and	
light	hues	to	achieve	a	full	spectrum	(even	if	the	overall	look	leans	
to	one	side),	so	incorporate	a	touch	of	white	and	a	sprinkling	of	
black.	Achieve	this	easily	with	details	like	art	frames,	pendant	
cords	or	stacked	books.

4. GO BIG, NOT CRAZY: A complex palette simply needs a few 
checks and balances to keep you from going colour crazy.

•	 Your	palette	won’t	appear	as	busy	if	a	majority	of	the	colours	are	
drawn	from	the	same	family.	For	example,	choose	jewel	tones,	
pastels,	primary	colours	or	pale	mid-tones,	and	keep	all	the	
accents	in	that	family	so	they	feel	related.

•	 White	and	grey	will	be	your	friends,	as	they	can	work	with	any	
colour,	while	black	in	large	doses	can	easily	become	too	harsh.	
Try	Benjamin	Moore’s	OC-65	Chantilly	Lace	as	a	clean	white,	or	
2121-30	Pewter	as	a	mid-tone	grey.

•	 You	can	bravely	apply	colour	to	almost	any	surface,	and	then	
break	it	up	by	adding	neutrals	over	top	if	it	feels	like	too	much.	
For	a	busy	wallpaper,	hang	large,	framed	photos	with	wide	
matting;	for	a	sofa,	cover	the	back	with	neutral	pillows.	Always	
view	your	space	as	a	canvas	that	can	be	repainted,	remixed	and	
reinvented	and	you’ll	never	need	to	fear	colour	again.		OH

COLOURcolour shyFOR THE

A	medium	grey	wall	colour	
like	Benjamin Moore’s	2121-
30 Pewter	works	well	with	
almost	any	colour	palette.

Decorating_Colour Shy_1 Page.indd   2 2014-06-04   1:52 PM

madison taylor
interior design - custom homes -  project mgmt

41 King Street, Suite 5, Barrie ON L4N6B5
By appointment only, 9am - 5pm Mon - Fri 

The Studio
(705) 503 2132

info@madisontaylordesign.com
www.madisontaylordesign.com

Madison Taylor is a leading edge, full service 
design �rm o�ering user-driven design and 
architectural services for the residential, 
commercial and hospitality industries.  Our 
design is focused on achieving an individual 
approach by facilitating client based strategic 
objectives while maintaining a high level of 
environmental and social responsibility.    

Using new and innovative building technologies 
and techniques, Madison Taylor builds high-end, 
luxurious custom homes with an unmatched 
level of quality and sustainability.   Our 
construction is economical and energy e�cient 
and our systems are designed to produce 
spectacular homes while also reducing the 
environmental impact of the structure.    

Snow valley model home coming fall 2014

14-008 SNOW VALLEY MODEL HOME

MASTER BATHROOM
DESIGN SCHEME

14-008 SNOW VALLEY MODEL HOME

POWDER ROOM
DESIGN SCHEME

MadisonTaylor SU14 HR.pdf   1   2014-05-26   6:59 AM
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THE OUR HOMES SIGNATURE  
BAJA-STYLE BURGER
STORY  MARIA DASILVA
PHOTOGRAPHY  SCOTT HUNTER

A freshly grilled, salsa-
topped burger screams 
summer! We’ve looked to 
the sunny beaches of Baja 
for inspiration for our very  
own signature burger, but 
it’s quite at home in 
backyards all across this 
fine country. Happy grilling 
and happy summer!

OUR HOMES BAJA-STYLE BURGER 
Makes 4 Burgers

1 lb (454 g) lean ground beef

2 cloves garlic, grated

2 tsp Dijon mustard

1 tsp chili powder

Dash Worcestershire sauce

Salt and pepper to taste

4 slices mozzarella cheese

4 buns, halved and toasted

1 avocado, sliced

• In a bowl, gently knead together 
the ground beef, garlic, Dijon, chili 
powder and Worcestershire sauce. 
Shape into 4 patties, about 4 inches 
wide and ¾-inch thick. Using thumb, 
press an indent in the centre of one 
side of each of the patties. Generously 
sprinkle both sides with salt and 
pepper.

• Place patties on greased grill 
over medium-high heat and grill, 
turning once, until centre of meat 
registers 160º F using instant-read 
thermometer, 8 to 10 minutes. Place 
cheese on burgers, close lid and grill 
until cheese is melted, 1 to 2 minutes.

•	 Spread buns with Chili-Lime Mayo, 
top each with a burger, a few 
avocado slices and some of the 
Grilled Corn & Tomato Salsa. 

3 TIPS FOR THE BEST 
BURGERS EVER

•	 Handle Your Meat Gently – When mixing the 

flavourings into the beef, work quickly and gently. 

Overworking the mixture heats and toughens it up 

resulting in a dense, sometimes spongy-textured burger.

•		Season Right – Sprinkle the exterior of burgers (both 

sides) with salt and pepper just before they go on the 

grill. This helps prevent a tough interior while creating 

the ultimate crispy, grilled crust that is so beloved.

•		Step Away From The Grill – Resist the temptation 

to stand over the open grill and flip and press your 

burgers constantly. For the juiciest, most tender 

results, put the burgers on the grill, close the lid, set a 

timer for 4 or 5 minutes and walk away. Only flip them 

once, and never, ever, press those precious juices out 

of your patty!  OH

GRILLED CORN & TOMATO SALSA

1 corncob

1 tomato, finely diced

⅓ cup finely diced white onion

2 tbsp chopped fresh cilantro

2 tsp olive oil 

1 tsp lime juice

Pinch each salt and pepper

• Place corncob on greased grill over medium-high heat; grill 
until tender and well grill-marked, about 15 minutes. Let cool 
enough to handle; cut kernels from cob. Place in bowl and let 
cool completely. Stir in tomato, onion, cilantro, olive oil, lime 
juice, salt and pepper. Set aside.

CHILI-LIME MAYO

½ cup light mayonnaise

2 tsp lime juice

½ tsp each chili and garlic powder

• In a separate bowl, stir together mayonnaise, lime juice, chili 
powder and garlic powder. Set aside.

Cooking_At_Home_Baja Burger_1+half DPS 02.indd   2-3 2014-05-22   10:19 AM

393 Yonge St Barrie 
705.727.0229  

For additional inspiration, visit our websites: 
www.agalleryofinteriors.com
www.agalleryofinteriors.ca

Expanded!We’ve

Come visit our 2nd 
Showroom!

Gallery of Interiors halfpg SP14.indd   1 2014-03-02   4:22 PM

82  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 4

cooking at home



Georgian Bay Living SU14.indd   1 2014-05-20   11:48 AM

TRADITIONAL LEMONADE
Makes one large pitcher

6-8 lemons, squeezed (about one cup lemon juice)

5 cups water

1 cup sugar

•	 Make a simple syrup by combining the sugar and 1 
cup of water in a small saucepan and bring to a gentle 
simmer over low heat to dissolve sugar. Once completely 
dissolved, remove from heat to cool.

•	 Squeeze the lemons until you have one cup of juice. 
(Rolling the whole lemons on the cutting board first can 
help release the juices.) 

•	 Add the cooled syrup to your pitcher, followed by the 
lemon juice and the remaining 4 cups of water. Stir, taste 
and adjust. Add ice and serve with garnish, such as a slice 
of fresh fruit or sprig of mint.

N
In fact, there are few beverages that celebrate a season quite like 
lemonade, so it only seems fair to pay an ode to this tasty treat 
that’s steeped in many of our favourite summertime memories.

While the origin of lemonade is unknown (though some 
believe it originated in Ancient Egypt over 1,500 years ago), you 
may be surprised to discover that North America has a slightly 
different take on the drink than most other countries. In the 
United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and some European 
countries, lemonade is a carbonated drink, more like the lemon-
lime sodas offered here. Ireland, meanwhile, has three kinds of 
lemonade: red, brown and white!

Pink lemonade, along with several other fruit-flavoured 
lemonades have become popular over the years, but they all start 
with the same basic ingredients: lemons, sugar and water. Try 
out our traditional recipe along with some variations, including 
healthy substitutes, and entertain some guests with our 
delicious watermelon and lemonade cocktail! 

STORY  SHELBY HILSON

Nothing tastes like summer more 
than a big, refreshing gulp of 
cool lemonade. You don’t see 
kids setting up soda stands or 
coffee stands at the ends of their 
driveways. No, those wouldn’t 
inspire the nostalgia that comes 
with the sweet, citrusy flavour of 
homemade lemonade on a hot, 
sunny day, would they? 

Lemons…
WHEN LIFE GIVES YOU 

Let us know what you think and share some of your favourite 
lemonade recipes with us on Facebook and Twitter. 

Variations:

•	 Make it healthier by replacing white sugar with ½ cup raw  
honey or coconut sugar.

•	 For pink lemonade, add a few tablespoons of grenadine.

•	 Add herbs, such as basil, thyme or mint to the syrup after 
removing it from the heat, to infuse the flavours. Remove  
from syrup before adding to pitcher.

•	 Make limeade by switching out the lemons for limes.

•	 Use half sparkling water and half plain water for a  
carbonated beverage.  

Make it a Cocktail!

Take traditional lemonade to a whole new level with this fresh 
watermelon cocktail. 

LEMONADE COCKTAIL

½ pitcher lemonade

8 cups cubed watermelon

1 cup vodka

•	 Blend watermelon with lemonade until smooth. You may 
need to work in 2 batches.

•	 Pour watermelon mixture through sieve to remove any chunks 
or seeds. 

•	 Add mixture to empty pitcher with vodka; stir. If mixture is too 
strong, simply add more lemonade.

•	 Serve with ice and garnish.

•	 Note: For a refreshing frozen cocktail, just add ice to the 
blender with the watermelon and lemonade. OH

Good Taste_Lemonade_1 and half Page DPS.indd   2-3 2014-05-28   9:08 PM
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Your Local Independent Dealer of  
California Paints, the designers’ first choice for  

colour and quality. Not available at the Big Box Stores.

Inspiring Designers, Architects and Decorators

Ask about our 20% off membership  discount card  on selected  California Paints!

IN  HOME COLOUR CONSULTAT ION • WINDOW FASHIONS •  DES IGNER WALLPAPER

WE NOW DO CUSTOM DRAPERY & BEDDING   Contact Jean Bamford at jean@labar.ca

705.726.1423   
94 TIFFIN ST  •  BARRIE    

www.labar.ca

SUMMER  
UPGRADE EVENT 

SAVE UP TO 20% NOW UNTIL JUNE 30TH.
 Free upgrade to a premium textured wood grain finish.

Now through June 30th receive a free upgrade to one 

of our Italian inspired textured wood grain finishes. Visit 

our NEW display at Labar Sales and Distribution.

CALIFORNIA CLOSETS

NATURALLY PERFECT® 
PROTECTION
For over 25 years, Sansin’s 
family of penetrating Enviro 
Stains® have set the standard in 
environmentally-friendly wood 
protection. Low in VOCs, they 
simply make wood look beautiful 
with incredible colour and clarity 
– for decks, siding, interiors and 
every part of your home.

RESTORE & PROTECT
THE NATURAL WOOD & 
MASONRY IN YOUR HOME.
Bringing you the best log home 
finishes, natural wood siding, wood 
deck and fence care products.

Labar SU14.indd   1 2014-05-26   9:31 AM

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

BARRIE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
>> SOURCE IT

HOMES BY DAYCOR      
Homes by Daycor has done it again! Winners of the overall 

Judges Choice ACE Award of Excellence sponsored by the 
Canadian Home Builders Association of Simcoe County. Proudly 
serving Barrie and surrounding areas for over 25 years, Daycor 
has its foundations engraved in the Midhurst, Carson Ridge, and 
Snow Valley areas. Partners Lou and Sandy Nitsopoulos have a 

proven track record in 
the innovation of land 
development. Lou was 
president of prestigious 
Bridle Gate Estates, 
Innisbrook Estates 
and Bayshore Landing 
Condominiums.  

B o b  a n d  L i n d a 
Graves, founders of the 
company, have more 
than just their honesty, 

integrity, and vision. Bob was a former OPP officer when they 
started with their first build in 1989. Daycor’s construction quality 
is one of the highest and is not limited to only residential builds, 
they have experience in commercial, industrial and renovations as 
well. Daycor’s builds range from the $300,000’s to several million 
for its recent waterfront build in the Muskoka’s.

So whatever the budget and your taste aspirations, DayCor 
offers A to Z service from lot purchase to design and build, that is 
as unique as you are! 
Look them up at www.homesbydaycor.com and inquire at 
daycor@rogers.com or simply call Lou or Bob at 705.792.0580 
(Please see ad on page 21)

QUALITY CURB & GARDEN EDGE  
Quality Curb & Garden Edge was established in 2000 and has 

been serving the Simcoe county area. We offer stamped concrete 
curbs with 6 curb styles and 30 different integral colours to 
choose from. We colour 100% through our curbs for a flawless 

appeal, and use high 
quality commercial 
sealer for a high end 
finished look.

Q u a l i t y  a l s o 
offers  res ident ia l , 
commercial and estate 
property  lawn and 
garden maintenance. 
We  a im to  l eave  a 
picture perfect setting 
so you can relax and 
enjoy your home. Our 

team strives to go beyond customer satisfaction. We work in 
partnership with home owners to bring your visions to life.

We are not afraid of getting our hands dirty with experience, 
fully insured and WSIB covered staff.

We are proud members of Landscape Ontario and are 
passionate about our work.
Give Quality Curb & Garden Edge a call for a free estimate. 
705.322.4562 • www.landscapeborders.ca  
(Please see ad on page 25)

THE CHRISTMAS VILLAGER 
Situated on the main street 

in the Village of Coldwater, The 
Christmas Villager will take you 
back in time, when Christmas was 
a time of excitement and magic, 
where decorations were passed 
from generation to generation and 
home was where the heart was. 
We have everything from trees to 
stockings and anything you might 
need in between. Beautiful music 
boxes, hand carved Nutcrackers, 
smokers and pyramids made by 
craftsmen in Germany, wooden 
Russian nesting dolls, angels, 
Santa’s, snowmen and a large assortment of nativities; are just a 
small selection of Christmas items available.  

Our toy items often elicit sighs of joy from those remembering 
their childhoods. Who didn’t love their Raggedy Anne and Andy, 
Lambchop, sock monkey, jack in the box, wooden blocks, wooden 
train, family board game, rubber duck, tin toys and puzzles?

We also carry a selection of greeting cards for all occasions, 
locally made candles, flameless candles and the incredible artwork 
of world-renowned illustrator Mark Tumber.

As the recipient of the 2013 New Business award from the 
Segbay Chamber of Commerce, The Christmas Villager takes great 
pride in their first-class customer service. If we don’t carry it, we’ll 
do our best to find it!

Drop in for a visit and soak up the ambience. It will become your 
happy place.
For more information, please call 705.686.3883 or email  
us at cvillager@eastlink.ca. Also, “like” us on Facebook!  
(Please see ad on page 25)

DECARLI CONTRACTORS 
Since 2003, DeCarli Contractors has served the North Simcoe 

community providing exceptional service and the highest quality 
of work.

Whether you are looking 
for  a  complete home or 
cottage build, renovation, or 
addition, it is our objective 
to work with you in fulfilling 
your project requirements 
the way you envision. From 
planning and design,  to 
construction and building, 
DeCarl i  Contractors wi l l 
provide you with unmatched 
c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e  a n d 
attention to YOUR specific 
needs. Whether your project 
is big or small, DeCarli Contractors is with you every step of the way. 
We look forward to hearing about your next project. 
Please visit our website www.decarlicontractors.com  
to see our most recent work and customer testimonials.  
Then give us a call at 705.528.2815
(Please see ad on page 26)

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

Continued on page 88
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A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

BARRIE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
>> SOURCE IT

GILKON CONSTRUCTION LIMITED     
‘Whether you’re building on a new waterfront lot or on a large 

acreage with a view, Gilkon Construction offers construction 
management services you 
can trust; ensuring you hit 
deadlines, stay on budget 
and receive the quality of 
workmanship your home 
deserves.

With over 35 years 
of experience building 
s o m e  o f  t h e  a r e a ’ s 
premier homes, including 
luxurious timber frame 
masterpieces,  c lassic 
b o a r d  a n d  b a t t e n 
Georgian Bay cottages, 
and enduring waterfront 
mansions, we have the 

capabilities and attention to detail required to see your home to a 
successful completion.

In our custom 3000 sq.ft. woodworking shop, our team will work 
with you to ensure that your project is imbued with uniqueness, 
style and elegance that reflects your vision, attention to detail and 
character in ways that those with discerning taste will appreciate.

Chris Bondar, president of Gilkon Construction will ensure 
that you save time and money with his extensive knowledge of 
local building bylaws, water and septic issues, permits and project 
management, as well as long-term relationships with the area’s 
most talented and reliable tradespeople and local authorities. 
6 Centennial Drive, Penetanguishene
705.526.3364 • www.gilkonconstruction.com
(Please see ad on page 4)

BAILEY DESIGNS, ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN 
At Bailey Designs, Architecture + Design, we are passionate 

about what we do. We believe that a house should be a home 
planned around your lifestyle. We create well-designed homes with 
personalized living environments, practical layouts and timeless 

style. Our approach 
to architecture is 
simple and forward-
looking.

Our firm prides 
itself on providing 
a n d  d i s p l a y i n g 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
exce l l e n ce,  a n d 
careful attention 
to detail in all of 
o u r  w o r k .  S i t e , 

community, environment, lifestyle and zoning considerations may 
all influence the project along the way. We constantly strive to find 
suitable and creative solutions for each individual design project.

Our team has the experience, knowledge and expertise to 
make building or renovating your home one of the most fulfilling 
decisions you’ll ever make.
705.725.0229 • www.baileydesigns.ca  
(Please see ad on page 27)

KITCHEN PAINTERS 
Kitchen Painters is the newest, 

most exciting kitchen renovation 
company to serve greater Barrie. 
Franchise owner-operator Mark 
McElroy and Rock 95 just presented 
the “Why Mom Rocks Ultimate Kitchen 
Makeover Contest”. To enter you 
simply had to tell us why your Mom 
Rocks. Tammy Chairomonte was our 
winner. Her children wrote that Tammy 
is the best role model mom they could 
ever have. It was a complete surprise 
to Tammy. Early Friday morning just 
before Mother’s Day, live on air Rock 
95 knocked on her door, got her out of bed and presented her with 
a $20,000.00 Kitchen Makeover, including a $6,000.00 granite 
countertop from Di Pietra Design in Barrie and $4,000.00 in new 
appliances from Brisco Furniture and Appliance in Alliston. Mark 
and his team will soon start renovating Tammy’s kitchen. Keep a 
look out for our full page ad in OUR HOMES Magazine coming out 
this September. We will feature Tammy’s new Kitchen Makeover.
Call 705.796.4030 to make an appointment for a free in-home 
consultation or visit www.kitchenpainters.com (Please see ad on page 13)

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

Advertise  
in our Fall  

Issue & get  
noticed!

Give YOUR BUSINESS the benefit of  
premium exposure to our  

extensive targeted readership!

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Kim Smith • 705.791.8990 
kim@ourhomesmagazine.com
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APPLIANCES

LEON’S FURNITURE ORILLIA Pg 26

TA APPLIANCES & BARBECUES Pg 3

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

BAILEY DESIGNS  Pg 27, 88

ARCHITECTURAL STONE

STONES CANADA Pg 26

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES, 
STUDIOS & WORKSHOPS

THE EDGE GALLERY Pg 26

AUDIO VIDEO/SMART HOME 
TECHNOLOGY

FAST FORWARD AUDIO VIDEO Pg 45

HURONIA ALARMS Pg 9

BBQ’S/FIREPLACES

NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Pg 48&49

TA APPLIANCES & BARBECUES Pg 3

BUILDERS

A.N.T. CONSTRUCTION Pg 15

BAYHILL QUALITY CONTRACTING Pg 12 

BIG EAST CONSTRUCTION Pg 8 

DECARLI CONTRACTORS Pg 26, 86

DREAMWOOD HOMES Pg 59

GILKON CONSTRUCTION LTD. Pg 4, 88

HOMES BY DAYCOR Pg 21, 86

HORSESHOE RIDGE HOMES Pg 43

JVL HOME IMPROVEMENTS LTD. Pg 61

MERIDIAN DESIGN BUILD INC. Pg 79

PRYCON CUSTOM BUILDING &  
 RENOVATIONS Pg 41

BUILDING/LANDSCAPING  
SUPPLIES

TRANSCANADA WOOD PRODUCTS Pg 18

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN

AMAZING GATES OF CANADA Pg 25

BLUE DIAMOND POOLS & LANDSCAPING  
 Pg 39

EGO’S GARDEN CENTRE Pg 71

FOSTER LAWN & GARDEN Pg 37

QUALITY CURB & GARDEN EDGE Pg 25, 86

LIGHTING

GLASS LIGHTING GALLERY Pg 35

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES

GRANDVIEW HOMES Pg 11

HORSESHOE RIDGE HOMES Pg 43

INNISFIL ESTATES – A.N.T. CONSTRUCTION  
 Pg 15

CABINETS & WOODWORKING

ABSOLUTE CABINETS Pg 63

PERKINSFIELD KITCHEN & BATH Pg 5

CLEANING

SIMCOE COUNTY CLEAN Pg 44

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE & STONE

DI PIETRA DESIGN Pg 2

MADISON TAYLOR DESIGN Pg 81

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/ 
MORTGAGE 

NOBLE INSURANCE Pg 95

RAYMOND JAMES Pg 51

THE MORTGAGE STATION Pg 26

FLOORING/STAIRS/TRIM/ 
MOULDINGS

BARRIE TRIM Pg 17

DESERT TILE Pg 17

GRAND FLOORS Pg 37

TOTAL HARDWOOD FLOORING Pg 79

TRANSCANADA WOOD PRODUCTS Pg 18 

FLORISTS/FLORAL DESIGN

FRESH FLOWERS BY LEANNE Pg 19

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR

BACK IN THYME Pg 79 

BLAIR INTERIORS & WINDOW FASHIONS  
 Pg 51

GEORGIAN BAY LIVING FINE FURNITURE  
 Pg 85

INHABIT INTERIORS & DESIGN Pg 38

LA-Z-BOY Pg 96

LEON’S FURNITURE ORILLIA Pg 26

SATURDAY AFTERNOONS HOME STORE  
 Pg 63

SIMPLY COUNTRY Pg 41

THE CHRISTMAS VILLAGER Pg 25, 86

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Pg 48&49

RELIANCE YANCH HEATING Pg 8

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

BAYHILL QUALITY CONTRACTING Pg 12 

BIG EAST CONSTRUCTION Pg 8

JVL HOME IMPROVEMENTS LTD. Pg 61

PRYCON CUSTOM BUILDING &  
 RENOVATIONS Pg 41

TOTAL LIVING CONCEPTS Pg 25

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

MEDICHAIR Pg 44

HOME SECURITY

HURONIA ALARMS Pg 9

INTERIOR DECORATING/ 
INTERIOR DESIGN

BEHOLD DESIGN Pg 71

INHABIT INTERIORS & DESIGN Pg 38

MADISON TAYLOR DESIGN Pg 81

TERRI CLARK INTERIORS Pg 16

VANTAGE POINT INTERIORS Pg 79

KITCHEN AND BATH

A GALLERY OF INTERIORS – THE  
 DESIGN CENTRE Pg 83

ABSOLUTE CABINETS Pg 63

BATHWORKS Pg 27

BEHOLD DESIGN Pg 71

DESIGNERS PLUS KITCHEN & BATH Pg 21

KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN HOUSE Pg 89

KITCHEN PAINTERS Pg 13, 88

LINDSAY SCHULTZ KITCHENS  
 & CABINETRY Pg 61

PERKINSFIELD KITCHEN & BATH Pg 5

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/barrie

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email us at jjefferson@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, 
call us to advertise at 705-730-3827 or 705-791-8990.

PAINTING & DECORATING

BENJAMIN MOORE Pg 93

EAGLE PAINTING Pg 59

LABAR SALES Pg 87

PLUMBING

BATHWORKS Pg 27

POOLS/HOT TUBS/SAUNAS/SPAS

BLUE DIAMOND POOLS & LANDSCAPING  
 Pg 39

MAJESTIC OUTDOOR LIVING Pg 6

SPECIAL/NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATIONS

MAY COURT CLUB – HOMES FOR  
 THE HOLIDAYS Pg 91

WINDOW TREATMENTS

BLAIR INTERIORS & WINDOW FASHIONS  
 Pg 51

COMPLETE BLINDS Pg 10

WINDOWS & DOORS

BARRIE TRIM Pg 17

DECOLA WINDOWS & DOORS Pg 16

KEMPENFELT WINDOWS & DOORS Pg 7
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MAY COURT
CLUB OF BARRIE

DEO  REGI   VICINO 6 DecorateD  
Homes 

Unique Boutique & Tea

Presents the  
23rd Annual

J O I N  T H E  C E L E B R AT I O N

SAVE THE  
DATES:  
Saturday & Sunday  
Nov. 22/23, 2014
May Court, Canada’s oldest  
Service Club. All proceeds go  
back to helping people everyday  
in our community.

Tour 
Ticket Guide
$3000

Homes
for the Holidays

Homes
for the Holidays

directory



BBring out your inner sailor and add a nautical, 

beach-house look to your home this season 

with natural-fibre rope. Decorating with rope is 

a simple way to transition the look of your home 

and it’s a great look for your deck or patio. OUR 

HOMES created three easy DIYs using rope.  OH  

GET THE LOOK:
DECORATING WITHrope

1.

1.  Candle Holder/Vase:  
Wrap twine about one-
third of the way up from 
the bottom of a simple 
glass candle holder or 
a vase. Tuck in the ends 
and glue in place.

2.  Placemat:  
Coil and 
glue natural 
fibre rope 
to create an 
easy-to-make 
placemat. 

3.  DIY Tray: A wooden tray can be 
customized with a little paint and 
knotted rope handles. 

trend
ALERT

PHOTOGRAPHY  TARA CHATTELL

FinishingTouch_Rope_Decor_1pg.indd   2 2014-05-23   12:15 PM

Housser’s Paint & Wallpaper   87 Colborne St. W., Orillia 705-326-8066

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home   514 Bayfield St., Barrie 705-728-5566

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home   551 Bryne Dr., Unit A, Barrie  705-728-5567

Tripp’s Paint & Decorating   259 King St., Midland  705-526-7411

BM Barrie SU14.indd   1 2014-05-25   6:44 PM
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crafty ideas



MAKE A SPLASH
It’s pool time. Make everything 
around your pool fun and fabulous.

1

2

3

4

5

7

8
18

9

1017

11

12

13
1415

16

6

1. Lob The Blob Inflatable Game – Air Head  
2. Lollygagger Chair – Hauser 3. Industrial String 
Lights – West Elm 4. Hibiscus Printed & Sahara Solid 
Beach Towels – Cambridge Towel Company Inc.  
5. La Med Melamine Dinnerware – Williams-Sonoma 
6. Bronson Boat Cooler – Pottery Barn 7. DuraClear® 
Large Faceted Tumblers – Williams-Sonoma 8. Ocean 
Master Max Manta Umbrella – Tuuci 9. Fresh 
American Nautilus & Sea Horse Indoor/Outdoor 
Pillows – Dash & Albert 10. Fresh American 
Trimaran Stripe Indoor/Outdoor Pouf – Dash & 
Albert 11. Partition Tower Planter – PureModern 
12. The Headdemock – Fatboy 13. Bluetooth 
Shower Speaker – ABCO Tech 14. Venice Cream & 
Turqoise Indoor/Outdoor Rug – Fab Habitat Corp. 
15. Transcend® Decking & Railing – Trex® 16. Orchos 
Garden Torch – PureModern 17. Professional 
Charcoal Kettle Grill – Napoleon® 
18. Cube Lanterns – CB2.  OH

MakeASplash_Summer14_1pg.indd   2 2014-05-22   10:36 AM

NOBLE Ins Unique Ad Aug1 2013 Barr-1hr.pdf   8/12/13   9:02:33 AM
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f inishing touch



Introducing a new collection of premium sofas, chairs and accents to create an eclectic mix that’s perfectly 

proportioned for modern living spaces. It’s a vibe that’s current yet completely at ease, with clean lines and 

stand-out details, for a look that refl ects your individual style and makes you feel perfectly at home. Relaxed 

and elegant all at the same time; come in and see this exciting new collection today.

Barrie, ON. • 705.735.3337
lazboybarrie.com

LaZBoy SU14 HR.pdf   1   2014-05-30   10:37 AM


