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Perched high on a cliff overlooking Kempenfelt Bay, Kevin 
Bubel’s vision for a Hamptons-inspired home was infused 
with bold statements.

“Architect Tero Malcolm and I spent 12 months perfecting a layout and design that capitalized on the 
astounding view, was modern in function, as well as being completely traditional, classic and timeless,” 
explains Bubel, a Nova Scotia native who followed his father to Barrie 24 years ago. He also followed in 
the family real estate tradition until he got distracted by the hospitality industry.

It was real estate agent James Scott of Re/Max, however, who introduced Bubel to the east-end 
location that towers 150 feet above the water.

“I’ve seen just about every property worth seeing in this great city of ours, but when James showed 
me this, I was blown away,” says the self-proclaimed perfectionist who was simultaneously building his 
new downtown nightclub The Bank.

“It is arguably the best lot in the entire city, that includes waterfront, for those who wish to argue,” 
he laughs. Continued on page 32

Tapered, craftsman-style pillars frame the courtyard 
leading to the entrance of Kevin Bubel’s home.

LEFT: This home was built on what Bubel calls “arguably 
the best lot in the entire city that includes waterfront.”
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Bubel razed the pre-existing curbside bungalow and had a new 
foundation set back to the bluff’s edge. The necessary retaining was an 
engineering feat of massive proportions.

General contractor Rick Black handcrafted a 300 sq. ft. courtyard 
using inch-thick granite to provide a strong visual base for the house’s 
front entrance, which rises to a grand peak in a Romanesque flair. Tapered 
Craftsman-style pillars, clad in the same stonework (GP Masonry) 
matching the courtyard hedge and embracing much of the house itself, 
strengthen the ageless image.

“The pillars were a redo on this build,” recalls Bubel, who worked 
closely with H.E. Black and Associates Ltd. until completion in 2008. 
“The originals were not bold enough in real life, so we re-poured and 
started anew.”

The courtyard leads up to a massive Mahogany-look portal by Jeld-
Wen Windows and Doors.

“The front door is a marvel,” Bubel comments. “This fiberglass door 
is so amazing, we had arguments with the trades everyday. It looks like 
wood, but won’t warp, fade or crack like wood.” Bubel also says Bob Lake 
of Lake Siding was a huge asset to the build.

This gateway to paradise opens on an airy foyer with a cathedral 
ceiling lofting above polished limestone tiles that look to Bubel like 
“someone has draped the floor in a gray sable coat,” as he gazes down 
from the open landing summiting the floating spiral staircase by Derks 
Railing Stairs and Wood.

Adding a splash of colour to the two-storey walls is a series of five deep 
red paintings by local artist Kristin Kwasnica.

“I’m not a fan of using overt colour on major components,” says Bubel, 
who worked with decorator Jennifer Doering to build on the neutral 
palette that included soft-blue wall paint and hand-painted Farrow and 
Ball wallpaper.

The living room is where Bubel entertains. 
The white, custom panels and coffered ceiling 
add depth and texture to the chocolate-
brown furniture in the Hamptons-style home. 

LEFT: The stunning spiral staircase makes 
a statement in the entrance. Your eyes are 
drawn immediately up to a series of five, 
deep red paintings.

Continued on page 34
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Visitors to the 3,300 sq. ft. house are instantly drawn forward, down 
a step and through the inviting great room, passing a square of leather 
sofas placed to enjoy the Academy Awards (an annual celebration) on the 
wall-mounted 60-inch plasma television.

Under a coffered ceiling, the living area is set off by more pillars, these 
with moulded woodwork to match the extensive wainscoting.

It’s a pattern resonating across the great room in the kitchen cabinetry, 
which is fashioned as freestanding furniture.

“We designed cabinetry and stone materials to fit and complement 
the architectural theme into the whole open concept,” explains design 
consultant Elke Bradford, of the upscale Barrie-based Designers Plus 
kitchen and bath showroom and design firm. “We create living centres 
benefiting families and their lifestyles.” Bradford was an integral part in 
the interior design of the entire home. 

“Kevin gave me a picture of the kitchen in the movie Something’s Gotta 
Give and said ‘this is a start, let’s run with this look,’” recalls the veteran 
designer who has worked with Bubel twice before.

TOP LEFT: The neutral décor 
continues upstairs in the master 

bedroom, with its spectacular view of 
Kempenfelt Bay. 

TOP RIGHT: The master en suite is 
spacious, private and filled with light.  

BOTTOM LEFT: The balcony off the 
master suite, overlooking the pool 

area, is a favourite spot, especially 
when spring arrives.

Continued on page 36
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In her uptown adaptation of the beach-house kitchen, the butcher-
block island top was replaced with limestone, from Di Pietra Design, 
and lined with leather (not wicker) bar chairs. The shiny bin pulls, 
exposed hinges and painted brick backsplash were swapped for more 
elegant hardware and a polished-stone wall treatment. Overhead, 
the hanging pots were traded for a trio of slim, crystal pendant lights 
suspended from the 10-foot ceiling to “add a little bling,” says Bradford. 
Side counters are topped with Caeser Stone.

The maple flooring, from Irvine Carpet One, was treated to an 
ebony stain.

“Bold and timeless were the two words – with a bit of an edge,” she 
says of the direction she took in the kitchen and two baths, which received 
more of an eclectic look as she flavoured the classic with contemporary 
lines. The goal was to avoid yawns at all costs.

Progressing through the house, the focus remains the southern-
exposed windows comprising the entire rear wall. The expanse of 
triple-pane glass showcases the seasons playing out across the bay, while 
shielding inhabitants from extreme temperatures.

The crisply modern patio beyond includes a Kelly Pools in-deck oasis 
that brings to mind a Las Vegas Bellagio penthouse. A double shot of white 
dye in the expansive concrete flooring prevents summer-scorched toes.

As seasons change, a 15-foot radiant heater warms a corner where 
Bubel and friends can enjoy their Cuban cigars and Drambuie in 
continued comfort. Continued on page 38

TOP: Custom cabinets in the kitchen come from Barrie’s 
Designer’s Plus Kitchen and Bath. Elke Bradford helped Bubel in 

the meticulous interior design of his home.

BELOW LEFT: Elke Bradford, Builder Rick Black and Kevin Bubel.

MIDDLE: Inspiration for the beach-kitchen came from the movie 
“Something’s Gotta Give.”

 
RIGHT: The dining area overlooks the pool and the bay beyond.
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Innisfil Air Conditioning Ltd. also installed a smaller unit to temper 
the master-suite balcony above where the lady of the house, Siew Lin 
Teoh, prefers to read or share a glass of wine while enjoying the home’s 
best vantage point.

Echoing the recessed pool downstairs, the in-floor tub in the nearby 
master bath (which required its own sub-floor) continues the ever-present 
access to the view. So does the glass-fronted stone-lined shower.

Plumbtech and Wolfenden also contributed to the build.
“It’s always about the view,” says Bubel, who derives daily inspiration 

and satisfaction gazing out at it. “The view is the entertainment and we 
needed only supply the venue.”  OH

TOP LEFT: Builder Rick Black, Kevin 
Bubel and his partner Siew Lin Teoh 

pose by the pool.

TOP RIGHT: The backyard is 
masterfully designed and deliciously 

furnished. 

BOTTOM: The electric blue cushions 
on the pool-side patio match the 

sky and the water on the bay on a 
beautiful summer day.
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