
BLENDED      Bliss
B Y  K AT H L E E N  D U N C A N  / /  P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  S A N D Y  M A C K AY WWith a laughing reference to television’s 

Brady Bunch, entrepreneurs and formerly 
single parents Nancy Wenger and Mathew 
Diamond brought their five active sons 
(three hers and two his) together to create 
a new family.

The bright, open main-floor living 
space is large enough for this blended 
family of seven. The home backs onto 
the Horseshoe Highlands golf course.  

Continued on page 54
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Because his publishing company is based in Toronto, and her Nutty 
Chocolatier shop is in Huntsville, they settled their blended brood into a 
spacious bungalow in the executive Horseshoe Highlands enclave, which 
marks the half-way point. Plenty of bunk beds were quickly installed to 
accommodate visiting friends and family.

“It was large and solid as a rock,” Wenger says with amusement, 
explaining the rationale behind choosing the 4,470-square-feet of modern 
living space packaged within a cut-stone façade. “I didn’t think those kids 
could do too much to it.”

First on the agenda after buying the house was renovating the finished 
basement to allow each boy his own room. Although they all get along 
great, according to Mom, their parents wanted to provide personalized 
oases to soften the impact of the move.

“We worked hard on the kids’ rooms because we were really changing it up 
for them – we were ripping them out of Toronto and Huntsville,” she recalls.

The master suite and two additional bedrooms are located on the 

main floor, with one slated as a home office, but there were initially only 
two more below.

After a large lower-level workshop was split into two rooms with high 
ceilings and above-grade windows, four generously sized bedrooms were 
left opening onto the rec room. With privacy thus ensured, the prominent 
pool table, weight-lifting equipment and large-screen television provided 
the lure to more social interaction. 

“When we’re watching the gold medal game, it draws everyone out 
onto the couch,” says Wenger.

Although hockey can grab their attention as spectators – as it does 
every Friday night in winter as they cheer for the Huntsville Otters – this 
blended family generally prefers to be part of the action. While all ski or 
snowboard and have night passes to the nearby Horseshoe Resort, some 
also like hockey, while others prefer basketball.

Father Mathew is an avid swimmer, while 10-year-old Daniel focuses 
on more creative pursuits.

The home is set behind a stand of 
tall trees and landscaped gardens. 

The elegant façade is stone cut. 
BELOW LEFT: The dining room has 
lots of room for family and friends 

to gather on any occasion. The 
pine trees etched in glass frame a 

lovely sunroom with a wonderful 
view of the backyard and golf 

course beyond. BELOW RIGHT: A 
wonderful way to display corks. Continued on page 56
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In summer, the boys work on their golf swings, a convenient activity 
considering their house backs onto the ninth fairway of the championship 
Horseshoe Highlands golf course.

Lumbering among these active folks are two large dogs: Malone, a 
seven-year-old Golden Retriever Wenger brought to the group; and 
Shelby, 7, a chocolate lab who was originally Diamond’s.

“I love to walk the subdivision with my dogs – that’s a highlight,” 
she sighs. “Summer or winter, I don’t care, because it’s just a really nice 
walking area.”

Any stroll starts down the tumbled-stone driveway, past stone 
walkways and gardens edged with river rock. The driveway opens onto a 
quiet cul-de-sac which cradles the house and neighbourhood in serenity. 

Inside, when dinner and the laundry are finished and the kids are 
bathed and abed, the busy mother relaxes in the sunroom with a cup of 
tea and a book. Separated from the rest of the great room by etched glass 
partitions that mirror the pine trees outside, this comfortable haven looks 
through the walls of windows across the deck and gardens, past the flat 
expanse of lawn and stand of mature trees, onto the meticulous landscape 
of the golf course beyond.

“I read, I daydream – it’s my own little piece/peace,” she contemplates, 
confirming both meanings of the word. “I go in there and everything is 
turned off.”

As business demands oblige this now-established troop to look for a 
new family home to meet the needs of its next stage, Wenger remembers 
the Halloween parties and family gatherings that helped the two families 
unite under a shared roof.

“It’s a phenomenal house,” she says fondly. “It really lends itself to anything.”
 With a grand entrance featuring sidelights and matching transom 

under a massive half-moon window and barrel-vaulted porch, the front 
door opens to a bright great room anchored by a floor-to-ceiling marble-
clad fireplace in the middle of the oak floor.

ABOVE: A double-sided fireplace warms both 
the dining and living rooms. RIGHT: The kitchen 

features maple cabinets with rubbed bronze 
hardware. Polished granite covers all surfaces 
and the backsplash. There’s a Dacor gas range 

and a Subzero fridge with panelled doors. 

Continued on page 58
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“It actually is a great room,” says realtor Lance Chilton, (www.
thechiltonteam.com) who is helping the family relocate after three years 
in their hilltop hideaway. “It has 16-foot ceilings and windows that go up 
all along the back wall. It’s an absolutely fabulous house for entertaining.”

Garden doors extend the space onto the back deck, while recessed 
side niches provide an interesting home for built-in cabinetry and display 
shelves with accent lighting.

With a polished-granite island bar top, guests can also cosy up to the 
kitchen, allowing the cook to be part of the party even while putting the 
commercial-grade appliances to good work. 

In a dedicated corner of the house off the great room, the master suite 
provides a luxurious retreat, with a double-basin granite vanity and a 
walk-in closet with a window.

Chilton, who recently joined wife Anne in real estate full time after 
a successful broadcast journalism career, happily reports a brisk 2011 
market that got off to a refreshingly busy start. Their newly launched 
website provides large photographs and extensive videos of this house 
and many others in the region. 

As the Wenger/Diamond family moves on to new adventures together, 
they might not be able to take the Horseshoe house with them, but they 
will take the memories that followed that day when the lady met this 
fellow and they knew it was much more than a hunch.  OH

The kids’ living quarters are located in the 
finished lower level. There are the bedrooms 

that reflect each kid’s style, along with a games 
room, a home threatre and a gym. The cool 

bathroom has a beach-theme. 

3945 Lakeview Rd, Innisfil  
$859,000

249 8 Mile Point Rd, Lake Simcoe 
$899,000

7 Hillside Court, Horseshoe Valley  
$1,199,000

28 Highland Dr, Horseshoe Highlands  
$1,399,000

10 Vine Crescent, Barrie  
$459,900

6166 27/28 Nottawasaga Sideroad, 
Clearview  $1,800,000

32 Nippissing Ridge Rd, Tiny Township  
$1,295,000

64 Cumming Dr, Barrie 
$560,000

57 Luella Boulevard, Springwater  
$632,000

230 Lafontaine Rd W, Tiny Township  
$570,000

Investing the time, talent and resources your home deserves.

Whether it’s a luxury estate, or a century home, or a family starter in a city neighbourhood, we’ll 
show your home in the best possible light.
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for real estate sales in Simcoe Country and beyond.

Every home is different, so we tailor our marketing to reach the right buyers. It’s a true team  
approach to selling your home, and our results show it works.
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sales nationwide
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