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All hail the

Premium Grills & Accessories
Visit the Certified Barbecue Experts at TA Appliances  
to see the full line of Broil King Premium Gas Grills  
and Accessories. 

North American built Broil King puts performance  

and durability into each and every grill they make.  

Choose Broil King and you’ll realize it’s more than just  

a barbecue... it’s a great barbecue, every time.
REGAL™ 490 PRO

AUTHORIZED MEMBER

MON. TO FRI. 9-9,  SAT. 9-6,  SUN. 11-5

www.taappliance.com

KITCHENER
519 578-0300
932 Victoria St. N.

BARRIE
705 719-1390
42 Caplan Avenue

BRANTFORD
519 750-1118
195 Henry St.

MISSISSAUGA
905 901-4861
1655 Dundas St. East

OPENING 
SPRING 2014
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Your Local Independent Dealer of  
California Paints, the designers’ first choice for  

colour and quality. Not available at the Big Box Stores.

Inspiring Designers, Architects and Decorators

ELITE SUEDE 4000 Series

Interior 100% Arylic Water-based Paint  
with Flat Finish

HYBRID WATERBORNE /  
ALKYD ENAMEL

FloorGUARD™
Porch & Floor Hybrid Technology
Interior / Exterior Gloss Enamel

Ask about our 20% off membership  discount card  on selected  California Paints!

IN  HOME COLOUR CONSULTAT ION • WINDOW FASHIONS •  DES IGNER WALLPAPER

WE NOW DO CUSTOM DRAPERY & BEDDING   Contact Jean Bamford at jean@labar.ca

705.726.1423   
94 TIFFIN ST  •  BARRIE    

www.labar.ca

Opera 
LIGHT CONTROL SYSTEM

The ultimate in light control  
combining two shades in one 
sleek operating system ... light 
filtering and room darkening  

for maximum flexibility.

EXTRA 10% OFF THE 

Summerview  
PolySilk Shutters  
UNTIL JUNE 30, 2014.

Plus 10% off all  
Tilia Wood Shutters

Recommended for interior surfaces that require a rich, 
luxurious, no refelective and matte Designer finish. Ideal 
for most walls in low to moderate traffic and wear areas.

get  
an extra 
10%

off

Durability & performance of an oil. Ease & convenience of a 
latex. Adheres to Alkyd Surfaces.

... Beautiful Finish. FloorGUARD™ tough ... 

Labar SP14.indd   1 2014-03-02   5:49 PM



D I  P I E T R A  D E S I G N
C O U N T E R  T O P S

672 Welham Rd. Barrie
705.727.0096

www.dpd360.com

Discover. Natural. Beauty.

D I  P I E T R A  D E S I G N
C O U N T E R  T O P S

Welcome to Di Pietra Design, 
where pride in workmanship has 
built our reputation for over 30 

years. Di Pietra, meaning “of stone” 
in Italian, represents just what we 
do. We are a manufacturer that 
designs, fabricates and installs 

natural stone products. Our 
portfolio includes everything from 

countertops, fireplaces, tub 
surrounds, spas and showers to 

elegant furniture. Di Pietra Design is 
the largest stone fabricator north of 
the GTA and we serve communities 
throughout southern and northern 
Ontario. We offer a wide range of 
products in natural and man-made 

stones such as: certified granite, 
marble, Limestone, slate, onyx, 

soapstone, quartz and solid 
surfaces. Some of the reputable 

brands we carry include: 
Caesarstone, Handstone, Silestone, 

Corian, Bristol Sinks and more.

Photo courtesy of Linwood Homes 

DiPietra Barrie SP14 HR.pdf   1   2014-03-02   3:15 PM



31 King St, Units 1 & 2, Barrie  705.722.7772 www.glasslightinggallery.com 
New Arrivals Weekly  OPEN: Mon to Fri 9-7 | Saturday 9-4 | Sunday 11-4

Switch on your home

with room-defining lighting and finishes by 

Glass Lighting SP14.indd   1 2014-03-04   5:01 PM



MMY NEW MANTRA IS “SLOW DOWN.” I found myself saying 
it out loud over and over again shortly after my youngest son got his G1 
driver’s licence. After a few anxious weeks we came to an agreement: he 
would mind his speed if I would let go of the door handle while he was 
driving. Our road trips have been pleasant ever since. 

The whole experience, and constantly saying “slow down,” struck a 
chord. And so, this spring, I’ve resolved to do just that, enjoy some down 
time and spend it doing the things I enjoy most. But first, I’ve got to get 
my house in order. 

You know the routine – cleaning, de-cluttering, tossing or donating 
the broken or misfit items that turn up in every room. It’s not like I sit all 
winter and ignore the housework. It’s just that spring seems to arrive with 
a long “to do” list that starts inside, then takes you outside, where I like to 
spend as much time as I can in the warmth of the sunshine.

This year I vow to get rid of everything I promised to purge last 
spring, but didn’t. Then, I will head outside and plant even more 
flowerpots, vegetables and perennials than I did last year, which gives 
me great pleasure. 

This issue we focus on all the fine details that make a house a home. 
Randy and Laurie Porter’s Lake Simcoe home is a perfect example 
of how to create a cottage near the city. Their outdoor space is pure 
inspiration (page 28).

We had so much fun photographing Nicole and Paul Dube’s beautiful 
Barrie home. They’ve created a floor plan that keeps the family close, but 
also gives their two daughters (and Mom and Dad) their own space. If 
you have kids and plan to build, this will be your “Aha” moment (page 76).

I read once that: “The good life doesn’t knock on the door. Joy is a job.” 
We found joy in the team at Grandview Homes, where they are committed 
to building beautifully designed homes. Find out more on page 54.

The best part of my job is meeting people who truly love their homes, 
and others who inspire all of us to make our digs a special place for our 
family and friends.

So get to work and start crossing off all those things on your spring 
“to do” list so you can slow down and enjoy the ride. 

Georgette McCulloch, Editor-In-Chief
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com

  Follow us @OurHomesMag

Huronia Home Theatre – Nov 13, 2013   with revised logo 

CLIENT
Huronia Alarms

AGENCY
Whiting & Holmes Limited
Jacyln Jones, Account Manager
541 Brant Street, Suite 8
Burlington, Ontario  L7R 2G6
289-337-3662
jaclyn@whitingandholmes.com

PUBLICATION
Our Homes SGB

AD SIZE
8.375”  X  10.875” trim
bleed, CMYK

Safe. Secure. And Sound.

Your theatre. 
It’s where you dream.

         hen you spend the time sourcing the latest audio and video tech-
nology and products, you want the wiring and installation to be done 
right, the first time. Huronia knows how important this is, and we have 
over 40 years of know-how that you can depend on.  

From simple consultation, complex multi-room audio and video installation  
right through to complete home automation, including lighting control 
and powered window treatments.

Contact us today to talk about your audio, video and home entertainment 
needs. 

Collingwood  705-445-4444 • 800-504-3053    Midland  705-792-9311 • 888-363-9311www.huroniaalarms.com

Home Theatre 
Security & Monitoring
Fire & Safety
Lock, Key & Safe

Huronia 

W

pf 1 Huronia theatre.indd   1 13-11-13   12:03 AM

705.527.1515
www.freshflowersbyleanne.com

212 King Street, Midland
        follow us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/freshbyleanne
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Showroom on wheels
www.kitchenpainters.com

Call for a FREE quote

705.796.4030

Call 705.796.4030  www.kitchenpainters.com

Barrie’s complete kitchen renovation company!

2069

E

D

F

C

B

G

A

Before

Call for a FREE quote and we’ll come to 
your home with our Showroom on Wheels

Give your cabinets a brand new look without 
the major expense of a brand new kitchen!

EWe removed the outdated bar top and replaced it 
with a stunning one level quartz countertop.
We removed the plate rack and drawers above the 
sink and updated with modern glass doors.
We replaced all the old decorative hardware with 
new contemporary brushed nickel knobs.
We refinished this kitchen with a premium satin 
white lacquer. Our finish is 100% guaranteed! 

D

C

B

A

F

G

We installed a new white subway tile backsplash.
We replaced the old sink and faucet with a new 
undermount sink and touch activated faucet.
We added decorative bead board panelling.  

Add custom cabinetry, woodworking, granite & quartz countertops... we do it all!

KL
I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N

Custom Homes

Custom Interiors

www.klinteriordesign.ca

beautiful. functional. timeless.

Kristylynn Leibel  |  705.795.7958  |   info@klinteriordesign.ca
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www.prycon.com       36 Morrow Road, Suite 100, Barrie, ON L4N 3V8       705.739.0023

Concept to Completion
Team of professionals creating your vision of home

Serving Simcoe County and surrounding areas for over 20 years 

Raymond James Ltd., Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund.

Retirement can be the ultimate vacation – 
if you plan ahead!  Many people spend more 
time planning their vacation than they do their 
retirement, while a well planned retirement can 
lead to a holiday that lasts for years.

PLAN TO LIVE THE GOOD LIFE

Jackie Ramler, CFP, FMA, MBA 
Financial Advisor
705-721-5919

Specialized wealth services for Business 
Owners and Executives.

Trim
Doors

Stairs

Railing
s

Visit our showroom. See why the pros choose us!

BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

      

         

      

         

Mon to Fri 7am-5pm; Saturday 9am-3pm until May
52 Saunders Road, Barrie

705-739-2200  1-800-265-3465   www.barrietrim.com

BTM 1/2pgad OH_Layout 1  14-02-27  3:09 PM  Page 1



APPLIED
The options are endless (5) but there are two approaches: functional versus 
decorative. You can keep it simple or make a statement. Leather, glass, lucite, 
wood, brass… you name it, it’s out there. The key is to choose something that 
is the correct scale, functions well, and that you won’t tire of. Good quality 
hardware can add up, so purchase a sample and bring it home to look at.

THE BORING BITS
It’s worth mentioning that some of 
the most important pieces are often 
working behind the scenes. Take 
your interior house doors. If you are 
trying to achieve a more minimal 
look, then a typical swing door may 
not be your style. 

For  a  more  contemporar y 
approach, look at using a pivot 
hinge (6). These anchor to the floor 
and ceiling leaving the sides free 
of any unsightly hinges. With this 

look, your door can also be ceiling height, giving your room a sense of scale. 
Another option is a barn slider (7). These hang on a rail system and 

slide on wheels or a rail at the base to prevent any side-to-side swing. The 
hardware is available in a multitude of styles, visible or hidden. Have a look at 
the Warehouse style from Rustica 
Hardware for an industrial look. 
You won’t get a tight fit so best to 
use this style on a mudroom or a 
hallway separation.

Hardware is often the last 
thing we think of – the after-
thought that we run out and 
purchase at the last minute 
when doors or cabinetry are complete. Next time you’re planning a 
project, look at the hardware first. It will open your mind to a whole other 
world of design options!   OH

It is so easy to take life’s essential items for granted. When a job is done 
well, we don’t ask questions. In design however, it is crucial to constantly 
assess how something could function better and look better. 

Take hardware for example. We don’t question a functioning cabinet or 
room door. The hardware simply becomes obsolete. Clearly this is a good 
thing in one sense because it’s doing its job. It’s functioning. Its look or 
form however, may be another story. 

Hardware is like jewelry, or the finishing touch. Whether you want 
to be Armani or Kelly Wearstler, the look changes entirely based on the 
approach. Here are a few options – from minimalist to decorative – that 
will finish your doors in style and also function beautifully. 

FULLY INTEGRATED
This approach requires no hardware 
leaving your cabinetry clean + 
simple. A cabinetmaker uses the 
door itself to create the hardware.  
Here are two approaches:

One method is to carve a finger 
pull into the backside of the door 
(1) leaving the front of the door 
undisturbed. Bulthaup, a high-end 
cabinetmaker out of Germany, has 
mastered this minimalist aesthetic. 
If done properly, this look will 
highlight the lines of the cabinetry 
without drawing attention to any 
unnecessary extras. 

Alternatively, (2) cut out part of the door face, 
enough to put your fingers through to pull the door 
open. This provides a design detail, remains functional; 
yet maintains an uncomplicated aesthetic. This 
approach creates a low-key look with a bit more detail. 

PARTIALLY INTEGRATED
Partial ly integrated means that in order to 
accommodate the hardware, the door must be 
notched out. This hardware needs to be applied by 
a professional. Take this piece (3) by architect Tom 
Kundig as an example. It is beautifully crafted and 
adds a hint of interest. On a simple wooden pocket 
door, this pull adds the perfect amount of detail. 

On cabinetry, try a finger pull with a sleek, 
stainless steel finish (4). The door or drawer 

is routered out at the back so the hardware can sit 
flush with the cabinet frame. To achieve this look on 
a budget, you can source a similar style that can be 
mounted to the side of the door or 
drawer without the need to carve 
into the cabinetry. However, 
e nsure  you  have  e nough 
clearance so the hardware 
doesn’t rub against the next door over 
or the underside of the countertop.

HARDWARE
a d v i c e

Designer  
Stephanie Redmond 
shares her ideas.

1

2

4

5

7

1. CABINETRY: Bulthaup 2. HANDLE DETAIL: Kingerlee 3. PEEK SLIDING 
DOOR PULL: Olson Kundig Architects® 4. DRAWER PULL: Berenson Bravo 
5. DRAWER PULL: Richelieu Hardware 6. PIVOT DOOR: Pivot Door Company. 
7. BARN SLIDER: Rustica Hardware

6

3

393 Yonge St Barrie 
705.727.0229  

For additional inspiration, visit our websites: 
www.agalleryofinteriors.com
www.agalleryofinteriors.ca

Expanded!We’ve

Come visit our 2nd 
Showroom!

Gallery of Interiors halfpg SP14.indd   1 2014-03-02   4:22 PM Inhabit SP14.indd   1 2014-03-04   10:23 AM
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madison taylor
interior design - custom homes -  project mgmt

41 King Street, Suite 5, Barrie ON L4N6B5
By appointment only, 9am - 5pm Mon - Fri 

The Studio
(705) 792 2132

info@madisontaylordesign.com
www.madisontaylordesign.com

Madison Taylor is a leading edge, full service 
design �rm o�ering user-driven design and 
architectural services for the residential, 
commercial and hospitality industries.  Our 
design is focused on achieving an individual 
approach by facilitating client based strategic 
objectives while maintaining a high level of 
environmental and social responsibility.    

Using new and innovative building technologies 
and techniques, Madison Taylor builds high-end, 
luxurious custom homes with an unmatched 
level of quality and sustainability.   Our 
construction is economical and energy e�cient 
and our systems are designed to produce 
spectacular homes while also reducing the 
environmental impact of the structure.    

www.homesbydaycor.com  •  Barrie, ON Tel: 705.792.0580

CUSTOM HOMES & COTTAGES RENOVATIONS & ADDITIONS

Building Homes
as Unique as  
You Are.

Model Homes in  
Carson Ridge and  

Black Creek Estates
Coming Soon!

HomesByDayCor SP14.indd   1 2014-03-02   4:55 PM

Jasmine Hemsworth: 705-220-0766 jasmine@absolutecabinets.ca  |  Troy Paterson: 705-727-6542 troy@absolutecabinets.ca
www.absolutecabinets.ca   www.facebook.com/absolutecabinets

Absolute Cabinets HW13.indd   1 2013-11-04   9:18 PM



Add something new and now to your 
home this spring. 

MAKE YOUR 
HOME SHINE

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX 1  LA-Z-BOY FURNITURE GALLERIES

Bijou Chaise
Sit back and enjoy the Bijou chaise. Beautiful and modern 
with sloping lines, button-tufted back and arm, popular 
bench seat design, tapered legs and distinctive welting. 
Choose from a variety of custom fabrics. 

491 Bryne Dr., Barrie 
705.735.3337 | www.la-z-boy.com/barrie

2  BARRIE TRIM & MOULDINGS INC.

Door Hardware
Traditional, timeless or modern, your interior door 
hardware makes a statement about you and your home. 
Taymor’s line is durable and beautiful with a lifetime 
mechanical and finish guarantee. All are available in your 
favourite finish.

52 Saunders Rd., Barrie 
705.739.2200 | www.barrietrim.com

3  SIMPLY COUNTRY

Sectional Sofa
There’s room for the whole family on this Canadian-made 
Decor-Rest Sectional sofa. It comes in just the right 
configuration for your room. Pick your fabric and your toss 
pillow colour. 

323 King St., Midland 
705.526.7630 | www.simplycountryfurniture.ca

4  BATHWORKS

Bathroom Taps 
Charlotte by Brizo infuses clean lines with classical 
elegance. Charlotte features hands-free and touch 
activation. We’re showing the new Cocoa Bronze finish, 
but it also comes in brushed or polished nickel or chrome. 

516 Bryne Dr., Barrie 
705.722.4125 | www.bathworks.ca

5  TA APPLIANCES & BARBECUES

Caffitaly
Infuse a perfect authentic Italian espresso as well as 
filtered coffee in a few seconds with Caffitaly, the latest 
offering from Italy. Comes in metallic red but you can 
change the colour on a whim with interchangeable 
faceplate kits. Coffee with style. 

42 Caplan Ave., Barrie 
705.719.1390 | www.taappliance.com

6  TOTAL HARDWOOD FLOORING

Engineered Oak 
You will love this tongue-and-groove, three-quarter inch, 
hand-scraped and distressed, engineered Canadian oak 
flooring. Available in four hues: Aged Whiskey, Hazelnut, 
Black Brown and Golden Rum. A timeless look with a 
superior quality. 

2315 Industrial Park Rd., Innisfil 
705.436.4700 | www.totalhardwoodflooring.com

Continued on page 24
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9  DESERT TILE INC.

Wall and Floor Tiles
The newest styles are in! Select from 
unique, natural looking floor tiles in 
multiple lengths, luxury Italian wall tiles 
that measure 12-inches-by-38 inches 
and the latest tiles for your backsplash 
and fireplace surround. Desert Tile 
never disappoints.

551 Bryne Dr., Unit O, Barrie 
705.730.6989 | www.desertile.com  OH

7  GEORGIAN BAY LIVING  
FINE FURNITURE

Spoon-Back Chairs
These Canadian-made spoon-back 
chairs are incredibly comfortable, stylish 
and will be perfect for any room. Pick 
from a beautiful selection of fabrics. Add 
a pop of colour to your home with a hot 
new piece of furniture. 

22 Queen St. W., Elmvale 
705.322.1961 | www.georgianbayliving.com

8  IRVINE CARPET ONE  
FLOOR & HOME

Hunter Douglas Pirouette®
Pirouette® window shadings controls 
light in a new way. They are designed with 
soft, horizontal fabric vanes attached to 
a single sheer backing. Gently pull on 
the operating cord and the fabric vanes 
expand, beautifully filtering the natural 
light. Pull again and the vanes contract, 
providing a clear outside view.

514 Bayfield St., Barrie 
705.728.5566 | www.barrieflooring.ca 

7

9

8

Interior Design Services
Kitchen and Bathroom Design
Custom Window Treatments

Lidia van Zyl
705.727.2718

www.lvzdesign.com

M E R I D I A N  D E S I G N  B U I L D  I N C .
W W W. M E R I D I A N I N C . C A

7 0 5 . 7 2 1 . 7 7 0 2
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Housser’s Paint & Wallpaper 87 Colborne St. W., Orillia 705-326-8066

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home 514 Bayfield St., Barrie 705-728-5566

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home  551 Bryne Dr., Unit A, Barrie  705-728-5567

Tripp’s Paint & Decorating  259 King St., Midland  705-526-7411

BM Barrie SP14.indd   1 2014-03-03   3:00 PM

516 Bryne Drive, Barrie • 705-722-4125 • www.bathworks.ca

NEVER
COMPROMISE

Barrie’s largest selection of premium bath & kitchen fi xtures.

Complete Blinds SP14 HR.pdf   1   2014-03-02   3:08 PM



IIf the sun’s shining on Lake Simcoe, there’s 
a pretty good chance Laurie and Randy 
Porter are entertaining friends and family.

The Hawkestone couple always wanted to live on the water, a dream 
that become a happy reality a decade ago when they found a picture-
perfect location on Lake Simcoe halfway between Orillia and Barrie.

Married for 25 years, the pair along with their children, Andrew, 18, 
and Danielle, 21, have created an oasis celebrating all things summer with 
a picturesque backyard complete with a large lap pool, an eight-person 
hot tub and, of course, a lake that’s ideal for every type of water activity.

“We’ve always been water people,” explains Randy. “We had a big boat 
before and were living in Barrie and looking for a cottage. We decided 
why not try to have a house that’s like a cottage so we only have to carry 
one property.”

Originally from Toronto, Randy now operates Traffic Ticket Experts 
in Barrie while Laurie works as a supervisor with Community Living 
Association for South Simcoe. “This house is built for entertaining,” Randy 
says, noting the home has hosted live bands and even a wedding. “It’s a 
lifestyle. This is our home and cottage.”

And since it boasts 75-feet of waterfront shoreline and solid deep-
water docks, the panoramic location affords excellent boating and even 
the opportunity to travel to either Barrie or Orillia for dinner. “When you 
come home here, you immediately feel like you’re at a cottage,” Laurie says. 
“Boating here is just beautiful, especially in the fall.”

The Porters had a very good idea on how to best create their waterfront 
paradise, eventually going to Barrie-based Majestic Outdoor Living to 
help see their dream become reality several years ago.

“We accomplished everything that Randy wanted,” says Majestic 
Outdoor Living President Chris Bowman, noting the Porters’ large 
inground pool is ideal for entertainment day or night given its ambient 
lighting. “It’s a contemporary style of pool – a very modern design.” Continued on page 29

Continued on page 31

BY  ANDREW PH I L I PS  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

BACKYARD
Bliss

ABOVE: Randy and Laurie Porter relax on their waterfront deck. 

Just a stone’s throw from 
the lake, the Porters enjoy 
outdoor living at its best. 
An inground lap pool 
with a soothing waterfall 
is surrounded by multiple 
sitting areas, a covered 
outdoor kitchen and bar 
area. Majestic Outdoor 
Living designed and 
installed the pool and all 
the stonework. 
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But besides the nine-foot-by-28-foot saltwater pool and 
accompanying waterfall, the backyard also features a complete 
outdoor kitchen along with impressive stonework, all designed 
and installed by Majestic Outdoor Living.

Bowman, who points out landscape design actually represents 
a large chunk of his company’s business, says the company had to 
ensure setbacks required by the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation 
Authority were followed throughout the construction process.

Using a combination of Unilock dimensional stone and Brussels 
Block tumbled stone, Bowman’s crew created a visually stunning 
backyard overlooking the lake’s widest expanse.

Randy says some have questioned the need for a pool while 
living lakeside. “With the lake, it’s only warm enough to go in 
from the first week of July to the second week of September. The 
pool and what we’ve created allows us to enjoy being outside for 
a much longer period.” The lake remains a favourite, however, for 
the appropriately-named Laker, a friendly Newfoundland Landseer 
dog “who just loves it here.”

Some of the landscaping work was done out of necessity due 
to erosion caused by the lake’s continual ebb and flow. The new 
design not only helps combat that problem, but also likely helped 
save a couple of large trees from eventually tumbling down. “The 
tree roots were visible,” Randy says. “We ended up tearing out all 
the cedar decking and replacing it all with interlocking stone.”

But the Porters’ obvious love of entertaining extends well 
beyond the backyard. Guests arriving through the home’s front 
entrance pass through double French doors and are greeted by a 
warm “party” room that not only connects to the back patio, but 
also serves as a wonderful spot to celebrate with friends and family.

The heated lap pool is the focus of 
this stunning lakefront property. 
OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM: The 
pool is surrounded by impressive 
stonework and a raised deck 
for lounging next to the bar and 
hot tub. TOP: The kitchen area is 
protected from the elements and 
wired for TV and audio. 

Continued on page 32
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With enough seating for more than a dozen, this entertainment space 
features a large leather sofa, plenty of comfy chairs and a corner gas 
fireplace installed by Napoleon Home Comfort in Barrie.

Like many areas throughout the home, the Porters relied on local 
retailers like Heritage Homestead for much of their furnishing and décor 
choices throughout the room, which also features a huge wet bar and high 
island table with chairs.

After purchasing the home in 2004, the Porters embarked on a 
number of major renovations that included converting a garage into 
the aforementioned party room, adding a three-car garage and, perhaps 
most impressively, extending the building’s shell closer to Lake Simcoe.
This move not only created a much larger master bedroom overlooking 
the lake, but also helped provide a much larger living/sitting area with 
exposed beams and windows reaching all the way to the vaulted ceilings 
and a cosy ledgestone gas fireplace along with a fully-accessible patio.

Inside, the renovated upper main floor has gleaming hardwood floors, 
floor-to-ceiling windows that allow the sunshine in, a stone fireplace with 
a cosy sitting area and a contemporary glass railing along the stairs that 
lead to the lower level. There is a walkout to a huge deck and barbecue 
area overlooking the decadent waterfront outdoor space. 

The kitchen has a pub-style, 
quartz-topped island with a handy 
beverage fridge. The Porters opted 
for a dark island and white custom 
cabinetry along the perimeter.

There’s also an adjacent dining area and an impressive kitchen 
complete with custom cabinets, quartzite counters, high-end Maytag 
appliances from Bayfield Appliance in Barrie and a wonderful granite 
island workspace created by Orillia’s ORA Kitchens that’s perfect for 
either cooking up some quick munchies for friends or creating an elegant 
sit-down meal. “The house was 1,800 sq. ft. when we bought it and it’s 
now up to 3,500 sq. ft.,” Randy says. “We’ve gone as far forward towards 
Lake Simcoe as we can go.”

The extensive revamp was actually completed by the home’s original 
builder, Orillia’s Marty Veenstra. Randy says the amiable builder did 
much of the work himself, which included adding solid oak hardwood 
flooring throughout the home along with installing in-floor radiant 
heating and spray-foam insulation to provide effective protection from 
the elements.

Laurie also credits RCM Custom Glass & Mirror Ltd. with 
helping to open up the main f loor, which also features two other 
bedrooms as well as a short staircase leading to a hidden loft bedroom. 
RCM created a stainless steel and glass wall section that links the 
home’s front, back and downstairs portions. “It really changed the look 
of the house,” she says. “It creates more flow from one area to another 
along with more light.”

The home features warm colours throughout, many selected by Randy, 
who also did a number of renovation projects such as installing the 
kitchen backsplash himself. Continued on page 36
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The master bedroom is located on the upper main 
floor with a private deck and separate en suite. 

NOBLE Ins Unique Ad Aug1 2013 Barr-1hr.pdf   8/12/13   9:02:33 AM
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A self-described TV aficionado, Randy has also ensured almost every 
room, including the master bath, comes equipped with a television.

The large basement features a bedroom, a third full bathroom and 
another large entertainment area that features surround sound, making 
it perfect for one of the Porters’ karaoke parties. “There are so many levels 
here and so many places to sit and hang out,” Randy adds.

Barrie’s Bayfield Carpet Inc. supplied all tiling and flooring for the 
home, which also features ductless split air-conditioning units installed 
by Foster’s Heating & Cooling along with a Lifebreath heat recovery 
system, tankless water heater and an on-demand natural gas generator.

But after a decade of great times and warm memories, the Porters have 
decided it’s time to move on. “We’re downsizing… it’s just getting too big 
for us with our kids getting older,” Randy says. “This is the longest we’ve 
ever lived in one house, but we’ve had a lot of fun here.”  OH

TOP LEFT AND MIDDLE: A full four-piece bath on the main floor is 
close to two other bedrooms. TOP RIGHT AND BOTTOM LEFT: The 
lower level is an ideal space for entertaining. There’s a comfortable 
living area, a wet bar, a huge granite island and walk-out to the pool 
and waterfront. RIGHT: Daugher Danielle’s bedroom. 

www.majesticoutdoorliving.com

705-726-7665
like us on Facebook!

Hot tub products don’t have to be scary potions and with 
Mineraluxe your water will be luxurious, simpler and healthier. 
You will fall in love with your hot tub all over again with this 

advanced 3-step system.

Marquis donates $25 to the Make-A-Wish foundation  
with every purchase of one of their world leading spa’s.

Majestic Pools SP14.indd   1 2014-03-02   6:06 PM
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LIGHTING
One of the most overlooked keys to unlocking your home’s 
exterior potential is well thought-out lighting. Use layers of  
light to eliminate harsh shadows for a more welcoming 
environment at night.

•	 Line the path to your door with lights to guide both your eye 
and your guests to the entrance.

•	 Use a combination of potlights with pendants or sconces  
(or all three) on the landing or porch to create an even and 
inviting glow.

•	 The current trend in pendants is to go big to make a 
statement, so if you’re at all unsure choose a larger lamp 
and let there really be light!

•	 Place sconces one-to-two feet lower than the top of your 
door frame, centred above your mailbox or house numbers 
(if they are beside the door).

•	 You can also add a sconce above the door instead of a 
pendant – choose something bigger or bolder than the 
lower sconces so it dominates.

CURB
BY  YAN IC  S IMARD

APPEAL

OOnce again doors are 
opening up to the outside 
world. Celebrating your 
outdoor space and paying 
a little attention to your 
exteriors can dramatically 
increase the value of 
your property, while also 
giving you 

much more room to live in. 
To make sure your front 
door sets the right tone 
every time you come home, 
here are my top tips for 
maximum curb appeal.
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Jonathan Adler

Hinkley LightingHubbardton ForgeVaraluz
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PREMIUM ECO-SUSTAINABLE HOMES 
A BETTER WAY TO BUILD

Charmwood Designer Homes, Inc
31 Austen Lane   -  Barrie, Ontario  L4N 4V4www.tekkhaus.com

Phone:  705-794-4336

Email:   tekkhaus.sales@gmail.com

   Any home, any design!

   Bring us your plans or Architect’s drawings; we can 
build it!

   Skilled Manufacturing in an ISO Controlled 
Environment.

   Thoroughly engineered from top to bottom, which 
ensures on time delivery, reduced  construction time
& weather exposure and minimizes site the� & cost 
overruns.

   Quality components and engineering; buildings are
healthy; green, energy e�icient and strong. 

   Structurally re-enforced to meet or exceed local codes 

Non-toxic, mold resistant, fire retardant, & energy saving.

Flexible package whether from shell only to finishing

whether hurricane, seismic or high energy.

   

   
materials; Builders to DIY’s.

   International scope; 22,000 completed projects worldwide.

Distributed by

A Better Way To Build
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ACCESSORIES:
•	 For a quick update, start by focusing on the front porch or entry – 

it’s the natural focal point, and the space everyone passes through 
as they’re welcomed inside. A suite of contemporary accessories 
will refresh new and old homes alike.

•	 A modern and fun doorbell, mailbox, knocker, door knob and set 
of numbers work together to give even a very traditional exterior a 
twist of transitional appeal.

•	 For an orderly arrangement, line up your mailbox and house 
numbers on one horizontal centre line across your door, 40 to 42 
inches off the ground. Make sure the centre of each is equally far 
from the door for symmetry.  OH

WHERE TO LOOK

Lighting:  
Visit ylighting.com for sconces, 
pendants, path lights and even 

outdoor floor lamps.

Furniture:  
Shop exterior furnishing experts 
Andrew Richard Designs, or surf 

Design Within Reach online  
(dwr.com).

Accessories:  
Check out Anthropologie for 

whimsical flourishes, or Jonathan 
Adler’s charming planters and 
accents on jonathanadler.com

FURNITURE
Besides the lighting, you can take many other cues from interior styling 
when creating an outdoor space. Add a seating grouping around 
the front door to create a moment to come home to instead of just a 
pathway to pass through.

•	 Place a weather-appropriate chair on either side of the door, 
dressed with a fun, seasonal pillow for colour.

•	 Then, back each chair with a large shrub or miniature garden 
arrangement, in a simple but sizeable planter, to create a visual 
backdrop and add a variety of heights.

•	 Use a brightly patterned, full-size outdoor rug, layered under  
the traditional-size door mat, to create a truly welcoming  
outdoor space.

•	 If you don’t have a path or anywhere to set your seating, Envirotile 
recycled rubber faux-stone tiles are much lighter than true stone and 
easy to lay, rearrange or store.

PAINT
•	 Choosing one colour for all of your exterior details can drag down 

the look – use an accent colour for emphasis to generate interest 
through contrast.

•	 Start with a colour a few shades lighter than the siding (or white) 
for the primary trim moulding – the roof cornice, window trim, 
doorframes, etc.

•	 Then, go darker for the shutters and window sashes (the inner 
frame holding the glass) so they appear deeper, richer and 
timelessly sophisticated.

•	 When in doubt, this same accent colour can then dress the door. 
However, for a fun and modern look, try one of these Benjamin 
Moore hues:

1.Costa Rica Blue #2064-50  
for yellow masonry

2.Hunter Green #2041-10 
for traditional brown brick

3.Bright Yellow #2022-30 
for grey or white siding

Consider investing in a 
custom-cut number plate – the 
bespoke look shows that you 
care about your exterior and 
gives an upscale atmosphere.

ARD

Jonathan Adler

DWR

Victoria Newton Staging & Design Consultant

T: 705.718.8817
info@vantagepointinteriors.com
www.vantagepointinteriors.com

Making Lasting Impressions 
in the Barrie Area since 1990.

Include the Elegance and Durability  
of Stamped Concrete in your next  
landscaping project. Patios, pool decks, 
sidewalks and driveways.

705.431.0701
www.printcrete.ca
www.facebook.com/decorative.stamped.concrete
Free Estimates!

Installation Service • Baseboard  
• Quarter Round • Underpad • Laminate Transitions

2315 Industrial Park Rd Innisfil, ON
(705) 436-4700

www.totalhardwoodflooring.com
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T “People will come to expect this standard as it creeps slowly into our way 
of life as insidiously as the Internet or computer banking.”

But not everyone is prepared to accept Vancouver’s new building 
code as the door knob’s obituary. Toronto architect Harry Morison Lay 
describes the door knob ban as draconian. While barrier-free homes 
have merit and barrier-free design can improve the aesthetics of any 
building, banning door knobs is an intrusion by well meaning authorities 
into private lives, Lay says. “In Canada, we’ve always made a distinction 
between public and private,” he says. “We don’t legislate urinals, 
sprinklers or fire exit lighting in homes.”       

Door knobs have been used for centuries. They’ve been mass-produced 
for about 200 years. Some, such as the pressed-glass handles that sparkle 
like crystals in the sunlight, have become collectors’ items. Reproducing 
new versions of antique door knobs and hardware has become a small, 
but thriving industry. 

Door grips are one facet of a home that can charm and please people. 
Finnish architect Juhani Pallasmaa, whose writings about architectural 
theory are required reading in architectural schools, describes the door 
handle as the handshake of the building. He spent many hours designing 
and refining door handles as talismans reflecting all the principles and 
elements of a building’s design.

Architects delight in the details of a building, says Lay. “That’s where 
the tactile, the sensuous and visually delightful parts of a building’s 
composition really make sense on a human level – things you touch, use 
and see,” he says. “Other than the floor, the door knob and handrail are 
the two most common points of contact between us and the building that 
we’re visiting. How we handle those and respond to those is not merely on 
a functional level, it’s on the level of pleasure and visual delight. When we 
narrow that range of options to a certain format, I worry that we’re shutting 
the door on opportunities to give real pleasure to a building’s occupants.”

Dog owners will argue that lever handles are the work of the devil 
when it comes to their pooches being able to throw open a door, he says. 
“Having grown up with a standard poodle, I know for a fact that levered 
handles would be an invitation to escape.”

While some people predict Vancouver’s door knob ban will spread 
to the rest of British Columbia and eventually all of Canada, Lay doubts 
it will gain traction among easterners who have always been skeptical of 
West Coast trends . “Nevertheless, any initiative that enjoys a favourable 
public reaction is hard to stop,” he says.

He predicts the barrier-free movement will go much further than 
a simple lever door handle.” There are going to be voice-activated door 
openers, ocular recognition. There are many security and commercial-
oriented devices percolating down to the residential level.” He wonders 
whether this mandated change for private homes really accomplishes 
anything. “It would be best to have multiple solutions for any one task.”  OH

The door knob could become as extinct as 
the dodo, if Vancouver’s ban on this humble 
door hardware spreads. Starting this spring, 
new amendments to the west coast city’s 
building code will banish door knobs in 
new housing by requiring lever handles 
on all doors. Existing door knobs won’t be 
illegal, but in new homes, builders will have 
to install levers that are easier to use by the 
elderly and those with weak or arthritic 
hands. Levers will also be mandatory on all 
water faucets in new homes.

In a mirror image on Canada’s east coast, Halifax city councillors 
now want staff to study the feasibility of banning door knobs in 
newly-built homes.

Early this year in Pickering, Ontario, an accessibility advisory 
committee pressed city councillors to ask the province to amend its 
building code to ban door knobs in new buildings.

Designer Meg Mackay, a retired member of the Association of 
Registered Interior Designers of Ontario, is delighted with Vancouver’s 
new measure. “I would like to see this ban happen across Canada and 
for us to be seen on the leading edge of ease and convenience in this 
technology,” she says. “As a large portion of our population ages and 
becomes more frail and challenged by limited use of forearm rotation, 
such as with painful arthritis, this transition away from the use of the 
door knob is logical, maybe even critical.”

The marketplace is booming with a plethora of lever choices in many 
finishes, Mackay says. While door knob designs currently offer the most 
plentiful door handle options, hardware distributors currently stock 
hundreds of different levers from which to choose. 

Adopting the lever in place of the door knob is based on the principle 
of universal design. “That means not designing or redesigning to make the 
acts of daily living a little more convenient for a specific individual, but 
adapting it globally to suit the whole population and passing legislation 
to make it become standard practice in the marketplace,” says Mackay.  

r e a l  e s t a t e

DEAD AS A 
DOORNAIL?
BY  WALTER  FRANCZYK
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Sweet Bubble Lamp 
Delicate Pink,

Lampe Berger Paris

Berry Colander,
Trudeau Corporation

LaMarie Chair in 
Transparent Violet, 

Kartell

Paint Colours
Lilac Pink & Twilight Magenta,
Benjamin Moore

Rainshower® Icon 150 
in Purple,
Grohe Canada Inc.

Cristallo Glass  
Black Opal tiles,
Daltile

Felix | Tolix Style  
Tabouret Table Stool 
in Distressed Purple,
Crash Industrial Supply Co.

Giocco 24 Three Drawer Vanity  
in Antracite-Violet,

Macral Design Corp.

Colori 1 
Santoku Knife  
in purple,
Kuhn Rikon

ROCOCO 
POP C12810 
Purple Enrico 
Cassina  
Door Lever,
AFFurniture Inc.

Recycled Glass Tile  
in Acai,
Fireclay Tile

Delta Hydration Vessel 
in Orchid Pink,
Kor Water Inc.

Original Special Beanbag 
in Bigdoodle Pink,
Fatboy

Palmer Ottoman 
in Dark Purple,

Safavieh Home Furnishings

Cybil Double Gourd  
Glass Lamp in Dark Purple,
Safavieh Home Furnishings

Dot Press Coffee Maker 
in Purple,
Stelton

Rhapsody Wool Woven Pillow,
Dash & Albert Rug Company

Wycliff Chair in  
Tagori Mulberry,
Brentwood Classics

Mandala Chenille 
Metallic Carpet 
in Purple,
Madeline Weinrib

 PANTONE’S COLOUR OF THE YEAR

RADIANT ORCHID

Range in  
Radiant Orchid, 

 BlueStar

Upholstery Fabrics Tree 
Branch & Marble Arch 
in Fuchsia,
Robert Allen

Upholstery Trim 
Alchemy Brush  
in Amethyst,
Robert Allen

d e c o r a t i n g
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Residential, commercial & estate property lawn & garden maintenance
Complete tree and stump removal

Fertilizer and weed control programs

Award-winning Unilock Designs
Patios & Walkways • Retaining Walls
Natural Stone • Garden Makeovers

Expect the best ...
      We’re greener
                    than the rest!

D E S I G N  •  B U I L D  •  M A I N TA I N

(705) 726-9189www.flgweb.ca
www.fosterlawnandgarden.com

Call today for discounted  
pre-paid 2014 lawn programs!

Foster Lawn & GardenFoster Lawn & Garden LTDLTD

CUSTOM HOMES
RENOVATIONS

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

BUILDING
BUILDING

Homes
Dreams

705.294.0785 
cl@bigeastconstruction.com
www.bigeastconstruction.com

From Our House to Your Home at a Price You’ll     Love

Now Available
T D  C a n a d a  T r u s t  F i n a n c i n g

  
 we do it all!

Your Full Renovation Specialists

1585 Hwy 11 North, Shanty Bay  
[Just 7 kms N of Barrie on the east side of Hwy 11N-Gasoline Alley]  

705.722.3355 | 1-800-242-8087  |  www.kitchenandbathdesignhouse.com

Come and see for yourself
at our 2500sq.ft. showroom

NOW
OFFERED!

CONTRACTOR
PRICING TO
THE PUBLIC!
UNBEATABLE

QUALITY & 
PRICING

K&B SP14.indd   1 2014-03-03   1:20 PM



designs, and Gus, which mixes the elegant with the industrial. 

Add a Dash and Albert rug with local art and the intrigue will 

capture you.

WHAT’S HOT: Great design is always hot. Inhabit will help 

change your mind about contemporary design. It’s as simple 

as starting with a neutral sofa and adding colour and texture 

through fabrics and accessories. You’ll love the sturdy, 

well-made baskets in all sizes and the floor cubes covered 

in burlap coffee sacks. Add a cerulean chair, orange toss 

cushions and a geometric lamp to create the look. 

FAVOURITES: “I do love colour,” Samantha says. “People 

shouldn’t be afraid of it.” Colour comes from the resident 

Dash and Albert and Jaipur rug lines. “I also love the warmth 

of wood,” she adds, referring to a selection of end, coffee and 

storage tables. Inhabit carries luxurious Nest candles, funky 

Danish wooden candleholders, design coffee table books 

and a fun line of gifts for people who enjoy entertaining in 

their homes. 

SERVICES: If you are looking for a new custom kitchen, 

Inhabit is the place to go. Samantha offers the full design/

build experience. The back showroom offers different looks. 

“We do everything from colour consultation to kitchen design, 

custom furniture and full project management,” Samantha 

explains. Visit once and you will return again and again. 

GET THERE: 505 Bryne Dr., Unit D, Barrie

705.734.1212, www.inhabit-design.com  OH

THE PLACE: Inhabit Interiors & Design is Barrie’s newest 

style hub. Discover everything you need to furnish your home 

in the modern world. Interior Designer Samantha Thomas 

(ARIDO) has created a showroom with a comfortable, 

natural, organic atmosphere and pops of delicious colour. 

Furnish your home from top to bottom with furniture, art and 

accessories and get Samantha to design and install custom 

cabinetry, including a stunning new kitchen. 

THE STYLE: The style is contemporary with fresh, clean 

lines. “It’s a look I love but could only find in the big city,” 

Samantha says. “I knew I had to bring it here and make it 

more accessible. Inhabit has exclusive rights in the area to 

sell furniture from Montreal-based  

G. Romano, known for its trend-setting 

MODERN  
+ DESIGN

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Designer Samantha Thomas
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705.721.1214
24 Napoleon Road, Hwy 11 & 93  Barrie
napoleonhomecomfort.com

Mon - Fri 8:30am – 8pm, Sat 9am - 6pm & Sun 11am - 5pm

Come visit our amazing
12,000 sq. ft. sHowRoom witH oveR 60 BuRNiNg fiReplaces, gouRmet gRills & caNadiaN made gas fuRNaces

“Experience the difference experience makes”

style | performance | quality
all your home comfort needs

For over 36 years, Napoleon Home Comfort has been providing Simcoe County 
with home comfort solutions; fireplaces, grills, furnaces, air conditioning and outdoor 
furniture. Our factory trained staff and certified installers, combined with our free  
in-home consultations and a “won’t be undersold” policy, come together to make 
your Napoleon experience, comfortable and easy.



SSpring is here, it’s time to shake out the carpets 
and put away the winter clothing. I always get 
a great sense of relief once the house has had a 
thorough spring cleaning. My head feels lighter and 
I somehow feel more in control of my hectic life.

One part of my spring cleaning routine is to sort through my pantry items. It gives 
me a real sense of accomplishment going through the cupboards and using up all the 
“tidbits” that are lurking in the far reaches. It sounds like I need a bit more excitement 
in my life if I’m getting excited about cupboard cleaning… oh well, it’s the small things 
that can bring great pleasure!

These forgotten and neglected items can turn into a great meal, it’s good to get them 
used up before they reach their expiration date and find themselves in the trash. Another 
benefit of a “pantry cleanse” is that you can save on groceries and it forces you to get a 
little creative with your culinary skills.

Your first step in the “pantry cleanse” is to pull everything out of the cupboard and 
give the shelves a good cleaning. Preferably, clean with a natural or non-chemical cleaner 
as this is where food resides. Do one or two cupboards at a time so that it doesn’t seem 
too daunting a chore. Also, if you have to stop midway through you won’t have everything 
all over your countertops.

Look for the items that you know have been in the cupboard for too long, put all the 
things you really want used up on the counter so you can easily see them. You know a 
half box of pasta will likely be used shortly, however the half bag of buckwheat flour or 
container of dried porcini mushrooms will need a bit more attention. 

Once you have put all the neglected items aside, take out a pen and paper and try to 
put together a list of dishes that will incorporate all the items you’ve got. Try to combine 
two or three ingredients together in one dish so that you’ll make quicker work of using 
up the foods. There are great sources for finding recipes online and all you need to do is 
punch in one of your food items and a wealth of recipe options will come up. If you’re 
feeling particularly ambitious you can also do a “freezer cleanse” at the same time and 
incorporate some of your frozen items that need to find a home.

SOME GREAT RECIPE WEBSITES:

•	 www.allrecipes.com

•	 www.foodnetwork.com

•	 www.lcbo.com

•	 www.epicurious.com

•	 www.canadianliving.com

SPRING CLEANING 
YOUR PANTRY

BY  TON IA  W ILSON -VUKSANOV IC

HERE ARE A FEW TYPICAL ITEMS THAT TEND 
TO BE HIDING IN THE BACKS OF PANTRIES 
WITH SOME SUGGESTIONS ON HOW TO 
USE THEM UP:

Quinoa: kale salad with quinoa, 
blueberries and walnuts

Specialty flours: crêpes filled  
with grated cheese and  
sautéed mushrooms

Canned tuna: white bean salad  
with tuna, roasted peppers and feta

Oils and vinegars: make a few jars 
of different vinaigrettes so they’re 
ready to go 

Cornmeal: red pepper and corn 
pancakes served with avocado  
and grilled salmon

Dried beans and legumes: 
hummus, soup or salads

Rolled oats: low-fat oatmeal 
cookies, homemade granola bars

Coconut milk: shrimp and bok 
choy soup, red curry beef stew

Hopefully this will inspire you to get cleaning, and 
then get cooking. If you’re not feeling up for the cooking 
portion, why not drop off all your surplus items to the 
local soup kitchen or community food bank. These 
organizations will usually accept smaller items, but call 
first to confirm. Either way, having sorted through your 
pantry will be a great way to kick off the beginning of 
spring and get your kitchen ready for the new bounty 
of fresh produce that is sprouting up in the gardens. So 
roll up your sleeves and get to work!  OH

g o o d  t a s t e

Design Showroom

105 Fourth Street, Midland
www.midlandhomehardwaredesignshowroom.com

LIke us on 
FaceBook!

We offer In-Home Design Consultation 
for all your Interior Design needs

Follow our Design Blog on FaceBook: Midland Home Hardware Design Showroom

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • FIXTURES • LIGHTING • FLOORING • HOME & COTTAGE PACKAGES
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AA world of possibility and promise 
awa its  v is itors  to  Gr and v iew 
Homes’  model home and design 
centre where the doors open to a 
family of specialists excited about 
collaborating to create new homes.

Owners Linda and Randy Brown have constructed a close-knit 
staffing team with a shared vision of excellence at every step.

“Everyone working here is really good at their job and 
extremely passionate about making the process of home-buying a 
positive experience,” says Grandview design consultant Kristylynn 
Leibel, the Georgian College grad and entrepreneur who also 
heads up KL Interior Design. “We strive to go over and above 
for everybody.”

Indeed, the warm welcome received upon crossing the 
threshold of the model home turns potential clients into fast 
friends. Here, coffee is always on and the cupCAKEs on offer are 
as beautiful as they are delicious. Fresh floral arrangements from 
Joshua’s Greenery add a final cosy touch.

Grandview is a popular Sunday-afternoon destination and 
Barrie sales manager Camini Persaud-Clark is happily busy 
answering questions and finalizing paperwork. In another room, 
sales rep Joanne Banman explains the many style and colour 
combinations available for the heritage-style brick homes to a 
young couple who are at the next step in the process. Nearby, 
their charming toddler focuses more on his cookie than the quality 
appointments of the new home where he’ll grow up.

It’s Joanne’s job to guide homeowners to their preferred palette 
of exterior colours and textures, while ensuring each home in 
the community remains entirely unique. “Our exterior packages 
are pre-determined by our expert Tara Clarke and we have a 
large range of packages to choose from,” Joanne says. Consistent 
throughout, however, is the craftsmanship of Jeld-Wen Windows 
& Doors, Hymask Roofing, Roger’s Plumbing, Coulson 
Complete Services and Gatt Electric.

BY  KATHLEEN  DUNCAN
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

GRANDVIEWingenuity

The Grandview Abbey 2 model home in Barrie’s Bear Creek Hollow is 
a four-bedroom, 2,625 sq. ft. beauty. The living room at the front and 
dining room next to the kitchen at the back are spacious and beautifully 
decorated, giving new homeowners a vision of what their home can be. 

Continued on page 56
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While the tot’s parents discuss exterior finishes, Joanne offers a 
newcomer a bottle of water while greeting a familiar face who just popped 
in with a measuring tape.

Before homebuyers can get to the task of choosing shingles and 
furniture placement, they must first decide on a community. Grandview 
Homes currently has four in development. A short walk from Barrie’s 
Kempenfelt Bay, Summerhill Estates has the look of a quaint seaside 
community. Cape Cod cedar shake accents are an option. Across town, 
close to an abundance of environmentally protected land, Phase 3 of Bear 
Creek Hollow has been released. 

Collingwood’s Mountaincroft sits nestled between the shores of 
Georgian Bay and the Blue Mountains. The newly announced subdivision 
of Mayberry Estates in Keswick prepares to unveil its brand new model 
home. The grand opening is slated for April 26.

Regardless of location, dozens of lots and models are available to suit 
every taste and family make-up – from the Grange bungalow, measuring 
1,350 sq. ft., to the two-storey Wendover that boasts four bedrooms, a 
study and a two-storey foyer over its spacious 3,650 sq. ft. 

The mid-range Abbey 2 (2,625 square feet) is showcased in the model 
home at 2 Auburn Court in Barrie. Originally designed by Kristylynn’s 
predecessor Tara Clarke, it features Continental Fireplaces in the 
great room and master bedroom, a Cultured Stone drystacked ledgestone 
accent wall (from Patene Building Supplies Ltd.) in the dining room 

and shower enclosures by Lake Simcoe Glass & Mirror Services with 
rain-head shower fixtures by Kohler.

Upgrade options like Cambria quartz countertops in the KitchenCraft 
Kitchen and Mirage engineered hardwood five-inch plank flooring have 
been chosen to demonstrate the potential, says Kristylynn, who invites 
homeowners to Grandview Homes’ new downtown-Barrie design centre 
when they’ve finished up with Joanne. Specializing in large-scale renos, 
custom homes and cottages, Kristylynn’s design philosophy is on display 
in the Dunlop Street East showroom.

“I’m pretty well-known for neutral tones and texture variations,” she 
says, considering her professional style. “It’s pretty transitional. I like 
the mix of cleaner, contemporary lines with the character and history of 
traditional design.

“You can really change the look of your home with the choice of door 
style, hardware, trim and paint colour,” she explains, noting all paints to 
be Verda’s VOC-free products. “You can go entirely standard here and 
have a stunning result.”

That’s because nine-foot main-floor ceilings with California stucco, 
modern rounded corners, superior 40-ounce carpet with 10 mm foam 
underpad and imported Ceratec ceramic tile all come standard, as do 
satin nickel interior hardware, oak stairs and pickets (from Barrie 
Trim & Mouldings), oversize windows and five-and-a-quarter-inch 
baseboards throughout. Continued on page 60

ABOVE AND BELOW: This eat-in kitchen 
has room for a long harvest table if desired. 
The family room is cosy and a nice place 
to gather with a walk-out to the backyard.  
BOTTOM LEFT: The pretty powder room 
is located off the foyer. All the walls in the 
main areas of this model are painted Light 
Blue by Farrow and Ball.

THIS PAGE AND OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: The U-shaped 
kitchen in the Abbey 2 captures the possibilities. White 
glass-fronted upper cabinets line the walls, while a 
chocolate island and wine rack provide additional storage 
and prep space. All counters are quartz by Cambria, 
making this a well-planned space for any family to enjoy. 
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FAR LEFT AND LEFT: 
The master en suite 
is pure luxury with 
a double vanity, a 
separate shower and 
corner tub. BELOW 
LEFT: The other three 
bedrooms upstairs 
can accommodate 
kids or guests. A visit 
to the model is pure 
inspiration. BELOW: 
The landing upstairs is a 
bonus and can be used 
as a homework station, 
office, reading nook or 
play area. 

The master is one of four bedrooms located in the 
very spacious upper level. There’s a separate closet 
for him and one especially for her. 

58  o u r h o m e s  s p r i n g  2 0 1 4 o u r h o m e s  s p r i n g  2 0 1 4  59

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r



“On average, though, homeowners spend between $35,000 
and $45,000 in upgrades – mainly in the kitchen and on the 
f looring because they’ve done their research and know the 
added investment will be worthwhile,” she adds. “Grandview 
has been around 14 years now and we have some people on their 
second or third house with us. A local real estate agent likes to 
do Grandview resales because he says he can get significantly 
more per home than those crafted by other builders. Our high-
quality materials, construction and finishes are well known and 
definitely selling points.”

As she looks around the design centre (here, the gluten-free 
cupcakes are from Cheeky Treats), Kristylynn points out the 
vast sample inventory. During a typical three-hour appointment, 
home-buyers will share their Pinterest boards and other examples 
of their preferred look, and then they’ll all get to work selecting 
everything in the kitchen and baths, as well as the flooring, railings, 
paint colours¸ fireplaces and stone walls throughout the house.

“We have about 200 tiles to choose from and a few hundred 
doors,” she says. “The possibilities are nearly endless. It’s semi-
custom, so basically any style is available. We’ve removed the 
cookie-cutter effect.”

It ’s  al l  part of the process of creating dream homes, 
neighbourhoods and family memories.  OH

Grandview has an incredible design centre in downtown Barrie where 
new homeowners can select finishes for their homes in a relaxed 
atmosphere with expert help from the pros. BELOW: The Grandview 
Team Left to Right: Camini Persaud-Clarke, Sales Manager Barrie; 
Kristylynn Leibel, Design Consultant; Joanne Banman, Sales 
Representative; Melinda Anley-Grams, Sales Manager, Collingwood.
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perfect poolscape

C

Contemporary, Curvaceous or Classic?
Your home and décor will give you cues to decide which style best suits 
you, but lifestyle also plays a role. 

Do you appreciate straight lines, clean textures and bold contrast? 
This would be considered modern pool taste. These contemporary pools 
have large, wide steps with deep treads for sitting or lounging and a 
monochromatic planting scheme. Active people may appreciate this style 
and choose a long, narrow rectangular sport pool of a single depth.

Do you prefer pond-like pools with natural looking waterfalls and lush 
plantings? This curvaceous style is more causal and mimics waterscapes 
found in nature. Families that have children of a variety of ages may choose 
a large, curvy pool with a deep end and water slide to keep the whole 
brood entertained. 

Maybe classic elegance is more your taste? Similar to the contemporary 
setting, classic pool design is usually rectangular or Roman-ended, also 
with straight lines but with little contrast. The gardens are often highly 
manicured, with sculpted hedgings and lawn.

Stairs, Entryways & Gates 
It is amazing how much patio area gets eaten up in the access points. 
Careful contemplation must be put towards the size and placement of 
steps inside and outside of the pool. Consider how the pool area will 
be accessed, how it will be fenced and where the gates will be. For 
properties with large-grade changes, terracing the patio and gardens 
may be a nicer option than a long flight of stairs, but keep in mind 
railings will likely be required. 

The View 
Do you have a stunning panorama view to highlight, or an unsightly 
neighbour’s shed to mask? Perhaps a lovely infinity edge pool would bring 
the vista to focus, while a grouping of large emerald cedars could take care 

Congratulations! You’ve decided to take 
the plunge and embark on the journey of 
transforming your ho-hum backyard into 
a lush oasis housing an all-important pool. 
Due to its absolute permanency, pool choice 
and placement can be a daunting task. But 
take heart, follow these steps and you’ll be 
on the right path. 

Use of Living Space
Begin your planning by considering how you live and play. Do you love 
to soak up the sun, or lounge in the shade? Areas for sun bathing need to 
face south or west whereas eating and casual seating areas are generally 
located in the shaded area, either through a pergola, gazebo or shade from 
the house. Do you love to entertain guests and host large dinner parties? 
You will likely need an outdoor kitchen and table for eight-to-10, plus 
you’ll need to be sure there is enough room for circulating visitors. Do 
you require a spa or cabana, and where will the pool equipment go? For 
your pool’s proper placement and the related patio space you will have 
to consider these questions carefully and consult your municipality’s 
bylaws for related info.

of that ugly storage house. Also ponder the views from within your house. 
Privacy issues also need to be addressed, especially in areas meant for sun 
bathing, seating/dining and around the hot tub.

Budget
Though this step may not be so enjoyable, it’s important to establish a 
budget range. Once you get the proper footprint of what you need for pool 
and living space, it will come down to material choices that can make or 
break the bank. There are also situations that by spending more initially 
you’ll save in the long run, say, by installing an insulated pool bottom to 
save on heating costs. Knowing your options is vital. 

The Options & Accessories
There are many exciting possibilities in today’s marketplace to truly 
customize your backyard setting. Considering that pools are often used 
in the evening equally to sunlit hours makes landscape and pool lighting 
almost an essential component. Water or fire features can really give 
your piece of heaven the focal point it needs. Do you desire an automated 
maintenance system, a diving rock or perchance a high-velocity jet for 
laps or wake boarding? Perhaps you are ecologically-conscious and would 
prefer the natural filtration of a swim pond instead of saltwater. All of 
these possibilities need to be explored. 

Having a scaled 2D landscape design is a pertinent part of any large 
landscape project. It helps you make the majority of your decisions before 
the construction process begins and is a crucial communication tool. 
A 3D drawing can also be particularly helpful to illustrate in a real time 
perspective. Professional help is available and many pool builders include 
their landscape design service by an “in-house” designer or you can choose 
to hire an independent. Any way you decide, having a proper design will 
help keep the creation of your personal paradise on track and on budget.   OH

designing your 

BY  MELAN I E  REKOLA

Melanie is a certified horticulturalist and landscape designer. 
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BEHOLD DESIGN
4 Checkley St., Suite 102, Barrie, ON 
705.726.6200  www.beholddesign.ca

As specialists in custom kitchen and bathroom renovations & purveyors of fine furnishings 
and interiors, we bring cosmopolitan style & inspired design to downtown Barrie.

Now Open!

BeholdDesign SP14.indd   1 2014-03-03   4:34 PM
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Presentation Centre:  26 Landscape Dr., Shanty Bay, ON L0L 2L0   Tel: 705-835-0629

Open: Thurs. to Mon. 10 am - 4 pm., Tues. & Wed. by Appointment

Come Home to
Rustic Elegance

Finely-crafted homes 
and beautiful estate lots amid nature and 
adventure in the spectacular Horseshoe Valley.  
Whether it's an elegant home in an established neighbourhood, a freehold 
town home with main floor living, or a dream property on a golf  course - 
Horseshoe Ridge Homes offer uncompromising quality, craftsmanship 
and a variety of  living options to suit your vibrant lifestyle.

Phase 3 Single Family Homes on 63 ft and 82 ft Lots Launching This Summer!

Find out why everyone is excited about Horseshoe Ridge Homes. Visit our 
Presentation Centre or register online for more information today! 

www.horseshoeridgehomes.com

Homes at
Landscape

Ridge ESTATES
AT HORSESHOE RIDGE 
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Homes evolve. Technology changes and our needs shift, yet we all want our 
homes to be safe, secure and comfortable. This spring, we focus on people who 
can help transform the way you live, and make where you live better.

BETTER living
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Continued on page 68

John Raimondi, P.Eng., M. Eng.
Meridian Design Build Inc., Barrie 
W H AT  S H O U L D  EV E RY  N EW  H O M E 

I N C LU D E ?  If home is where the heart is, 
then every home needs a heart. The heart 
of a home can be different for everyone. 
For some it is the kitchen and others the 
family room or a combination of both. It 
is a place that friends and family can be 
comfortable, social, individual and most 
important, together.
W H AT ’S  U N I Q U E  A BO U T  YO U R 

B U I L DS?  Our homes are unique in the 
sense that they are truly a reflection of the 
personality and life of the homeowners. 
We are able to make anything a reality 
through our creativity and our technical 
knowledge. The finishing touches say 
something about an individual’s life, past, 
present and future. Our projects become 
homes at the start of the design phase not 
just after move in.
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  YO U R  P R OJ ECT 

M A N AG E M E N T  A P P R OAC H  TO 

B U I L D I N G  CU STO M  H O M ES :  Our 
project management approach is a true 
partnership between the homeowner 
and builder. It is based on honesty, 
transparency and a common goal to 
provide the highest quality home for 
the best value. By “opening the books” 
from the preliminary quoting stage right 
to the end of the project and carefully 
comparing budget to actual construction, 
homeowners know where every hard- 
earned dollar goes. I am most proud of 
the fact that with this approach all of our 
homeowner/builder partnerships have 
become lasting friendships.

Joel Laurin jvlhomes@sympatico.ca |      Find us on facebook!Bus: 705 549 0436 | Cell: 705 791 9197 | 

Web: www.jvlhomeimprovements.ca

Custom Homes & Cottages • Additions • Stairs 
Interior & Exterior Renovations • Decks & Garages

We thrive in putting quality back 
into custom building.

JVL HORI SP14.indd   1 2014-03-02   5:25 PM

Dealing with leading Canadian Manufacturers such as Decor-Rest™, Superstyle™, El Ran™ and many of the Waterloo Mennonites  
for solid pine, oak and maple pieces. We have a large gift and accessory area for personalizing your home or retreat.

Check out our website | www.simplycountryfurniture.ca 
This is how to find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/simplycountryfurniture

Over the last 20 years of owning Simply Country in downtown Midland we have sourced 
some of the best furniture manufacturers in Canada. We think the quality, selection and price is  
exceptional! Let us help to furnish your home and make it a special place that you are proud of!

Your local Ashley Furniture Dealer

323 King St. Midland ON

705-526-7630

OPEN  
7 days a week!
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Rob W.H. Thorburn, Executive Vice President

& Kevin Leonard, President & CEO 
Huronia Alarms, Midland
W H AT  D O  YO U  CO N S I D E R  TO  B E  G O O D  H O M E  S ECU R I T Y?  Good home security is about protecting 
people and property correctly. The products and services we recommend depend on clients’ reasons for 
wanting home security. Is it to deter burglars, or alert clients to smoke, water leaks, low temperature or 
a broken window? At the heart of the security services is 24/7 monitoring through our locally owned 
and operated ULC listed monitoring station. The best system needs the best installation, monitoring and 
24-hour on-site service, and that’s what we offer.  
CAN HURONIA  RETROFIT  MY HOME FOR OUR FAMILY ’S  AUDIO/VIDEO NEEDS?  We recommend 
hardwiring our systems wherever possible to ensure our client isn’t dependent on wireless connections. 
But in some instances hardwiring can mean a lot of drywall repairs. In those situations, we recommend a 
wireless solution called Sonos. Sonos is comprised of HiFi wireless speakers and audio components. It’s 
easily installed and delivers outstanding sound, providing music to every room of the house.
W H AT  N EW  S M A RT- H O M E  T EC H N O LO GY  S H O U L D  EV E RY  H O M E  H AV E ?  Smart-home monitoring.

Glen Prairie, Owner, Sales & Design Consultant
Total Living Concepts, Barrie
W H AT  S E TS  YO U R  CO M PA N Y  A PA RT ?  We are a full service renovation company from 
design to construction of the finished product; whether removing interior load-bearing walls or 
constructing an addition to your current place. We have a certified kitchen designer on staff as 
well as two interior designers to handle all your design concerns. With our project management 
and three experienced carpenters on staff, we are able to handle the complex details of the 
project from start to finish. 
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  YO U R  P R O D U CTS  A N D  S E RV I C ES :  We carry two distinct lines of kitchen 
cabinetry that have hundreds of door styles and colours to choose from. We carry fixtures 
and fittings from Kohler, Toto, Grohe, Moen, Delta and many more. We offer a two-year limited 
warranty on all products and labour that we supply and install.
W H AT ’S  T H E  M U ST- H AV E  FO R  20 1 4 ?  Must-haves include energy-saving LED lighting for 
pot lights and under-cabinet lighting. All homes should have USB ports in wall plugs for charging 
your iPad, iPhone and other electronics. 

Continued on page 70
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Jeff Partridge, Owner
Fast Forward Audio Video Unlimited, Midland
W H AT ’S  H OT  R I G H T  N OW ?  4K TV — stunning, ultra-high resolution TV with 8.3 megapixels, which is 
four times the current high-definition television. The other hot topic is home control by Control4, which is 
as simple as a universal remote control or as advanced as whole-home automation. From your smart phone 
or tablet you can control your whole house, which could include audio, video, door locks, lighting, window 
coverings, thermostat control, surveillance and security. 
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  YO U R  S E RV I C ES :  Fast Forward Audio Video is a full-service specialty retailer and 
we install everything we sell. We have three full-time installers on staff. Specializing in installation, we will 
set up your AV equipment in homes of all shapes and sizes as well as restaurants, medical offices, cars and 
especially your boats. 
W H AT  P R O D U CTS  D O  YO U  R ECO M M E N D?  Sonos — the multi-room music system. This wireless HiFi 
system streams music from Internet and network sources. The sound and range is incredible and we offer 
the complete line.

Leanne George, Owner 
Fresh Flowers By Leanne, Midland
FRESH IS CELEBRATING A MILESTONE, TELL US ABOUT IT:  We will be celebrating our 4th anniversary 
on May 28th! It has been an amazing four years! During those years we were awarded the Chamber of 
Commerce New Business of the Year, nominated three times for Business Woman of the Year and voted #1 
Florist by Readers’ Choice. It all couldn’t have been achieved without dedicated and wonderful staff, the 
support of family and friends, and the motto to “Do what you love, love what you do.”
WHY ARE YOU A BRIDE’S BEST FRIEND AT THIS TIME OF YEAR? After getting engaged, the 
excitement is followed by a lot of planning and decision-making. We make choosing the floral and wedding 
décor easy for the bride. We offer a no-fee consultation and design a mock bouquet for the bride. So often 
we have a bride say, “I have no idea where to start (with flowers).” After the consultation they leave saying “I 
am so excited! Thank you!” That’s a good feeling.
HOW HAS BABY CHARLOTTE CHANGED YOUR LIFE? Oh, where to begin… Charlotte has enriched our 
lives in so many ways. But she too has an enriched life. She has the proudest father ever. The most adoring 
big brother. “Aunties” that dote on her. Family and friends that just love her to pieces. I truly feel she has 
been waiting all these years to come into my life. She reminds me, just as my son Ethan does, to take time to 
stop and smell the roses. Continued on page 72
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Jodie Lefaive, Heather Hill, Carole Schmidt, Deborah Marshall (Front L-R)

Lisa McMann, Jeanette Fitrion, Corie Flear, Don Lefaive (Rear L-R)

Noble Insurance, Barrie
H OW  D O ES  N O B L E  I N S U RA N C E  P R OV I D E  E XC E PT I O N A L  I N S U RA N C E  SO LU T I O N S?  We look at our 
client’s situation as a whole to work out the best package available. As our companies offer a wide range of products 
to insure everything from a client’s business to their toys, we give our clients peace of mind that their assets are 
protected in the event of a loss. 
T E L L  U S  H OW  YO U R  A DV I C E  I S  TA I LO R E D  TO  M E E T  T H E  N E E DS  O F  T H E  S I M CO E  CO U N T Y 

CO M M U N I T Y.  As our brokers all live, work and play in the area, we understand the unique insurance needs 
of someone living in our beautiful four-season communities. Not only do we have expertise in home and auto 
insurance, but in cottage, marine, ATV and snowmobile insurance. Noble insurance has also recently partnered with 
Gore Mutual to provide an exclusive insurance program to snowbirds who rent out their home while they are away. 
W H AT  I S  T H E  B EST  PA RT  O F  O U R  N EW  O F F I C E ?  Of course we all love our open and bright new workspace, 
and having our own parking lot. But from a client perspective, the combined staff from the original Barrie and Elmvale 
locations makes a great team with a wide range of expertise to provide the best service to our clients.  OH

See Our Directory For All Contact Information

Spring!Hello

699 Aberdeen Blvd., Unit 64, MIDLAND 705.245.2371 www.kitchensandcabinetry.ca  MIDLAND • GEORGIAN BAY • HONEY HARBOUR • COLLINGWOOD • BARRIE

LS Kitchens HOR SP14.indd   1 2014-03-02   5:57 PM
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 Prices and specifi cations correct at press time. E. & O.E. 

homesteads on ½ to over one acre lots from the mid $400’s

This is Braestone. Located on 570 acres in the heart of the Horseshoe Valley, Braestone is 
an authentic refl ection of refi ned country living with four seasons of outdoor activities at its 
doorstep. Horseback riding, Nordic skiing and maple sugar tapping are just a few of the 
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so register today to be among the fi rst to learn more about this inspiring community.
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HHaving grown up in Barrie, 
Paul and Nicole Dube knew 
it was a fine city to raise their 
own family but as their two 
daughters, Stephanie and 
Victoria, approached the teen 
years they considered a move 
from their long-time south-
end home to an idyllic forested 
retreat on the north side. Continued on page 80

The house hunt began in 2010 but the family quickly discovered their 
dream home didn’t exist yet. Nicole says, “We searched and searched but 
could not find the perfect layout we were looking for.”

They noticed a treed lot for sale on the way out of Stonegate’s 
subdivision after yet another tour through a potential home and, in a 
moment of clarity, realized they had to build a custom design. Paul and 
Nicole co-own two Home Hardware stores, in Angus and Cookstown, 
and Nicole says, “Owning Home Hardware stores and building your own 
home just makes sense.” They bought the three-quarter acre lot, then 
cleared all of the trees themselves, hiring professionals to remove the 
stumps. During that time, the couple spent eight months, “drawing and 
re-drawing plans for their dream home.”

Mark Taylor of Cornerstones Residential Design Inc. helped the 
couple transition their pencil sketches into blueprints for a 4,000 sq. ft. home 
and Michael Christensen worked alongside Paul contracting trades and 
organizing building schedules. Several key components were needed to call 
the design perfect: An open concept with no wasted space, a room specifically 

for music, a spacious kitchen, a backyard pool and spa for entertaining, and 
rooms that would not only serve a useful purpose but also be used daily.

The process of building required a certain mindset Nicole recommends 
for other couples thinking about taking the plunge. She says that while 
it’s stressful, building your first home is also exciting and the ability to 
compromise is huge. She adds, “Building your own home is a long process 
and demands patience and understanding. Personally, this (experience) 
taught me to listen, talk things out and compromise – all on a deadline.”

The house was finished just before Christmas 2011 and was definitely 
a dream design come true for the family. Two triple garden doors along 
the back of the house flank the sweeping two-storey fireplace in the 
great room and overlook the pool area. The fireplace stone is Wolf Creek 
Country Ledgestone from Atlas Block and was installed by Bob Currie 
Masonry, who also did all the exterior stonework. The driveway leading 
to the triple garage was installed by Advanced Landscapes with stone 
by Atlas Block. Steve Graves (Atlas Block) supplied and managed all 
stone work for this build.

ABOVE: The Dubes, 
Victoria, Paul, Nicole 
and Stephanie gather 
in the living room of 
their home. RIGHT: 
The lovely entrance 
opens to the great 
room. The music room 
is located to the left 
and an office to the 
right, both with a view 
of the neighbourhood.

BY  M.  CAROLYN  BLACK 
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

HOME
fine tuned The smart, open layout on the main floor offers a 

comfortable gathering place for everyone. The two-
story stone fireplace in the living room is the focal 
point, flanked by large windows and a walk-out to the 
backyard pool and hot tub. The kitchen and dining 
room are beautifully framed, yet open and accessible.
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The kitchen is Nicole’s favourite room because it’s where everyone always ends up. 
The large island is topped with Bianco Antico granite. The mix of cabinets, chocolate 
in the island and white along the walls, brightens the space and adds to the home’s 
elegance. BOTTOM RIGHT: The dining room, with a view to the backyard, is cosy and 
inviting and just a few steps from the kitchen, which is convenient for entertaining 
and family gatherings in all seasons. Cupcakes courtesy of Holly’s Sweets and Eats.
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The master suite is tucked beside the great room. 
It’s a private space with a view of the backyard. Plum 
accents mix with the white furnishings in the bedroom. 
The walk-in closet is the perfect size and organized 
just so. The elegant look continues in the en suite, 
which is open with luxurious finishes and a separate 
bath and large shower. 

Nicole’s favourite room is the kitchen, the place 
where everyone seems to congregate whether 
they’re entertaining or just spending family 
time. The custom cabinets in the kitchen and 
throughout the home were sourced through HF 
Smith Lumber (Home Hardware Cookstown). 
The cabinets, fireplace box and detailed archways 
were installed with the help of their good friend 
Dave Duiella. The unique and beautiful granite 
in the kitchen is called Bianco Antico and was also 
sourced through HF Smith Lumber. 

The main floor en suite off the master bedroom 
includes more Bianco Antico on surfaces and the 
custom cabinets manufactured by Bertch, are 
supplied by HF Smith. Lighting in the bathrooms 
and throughout much of the home was sourced at 
Home Hardware, where the couple also purchased 
many of the furniture pieces. Continued on page 82
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The backyard season begins early with their hot tub spa, but 
the couple didn’t want the spa, which circulates into the swimming 
pool, open year round. Nicole says “We wanted something to look 
forward to each spring so in the evenings we’ll be outside in the 
spa as soon as the snow melts.” They plan to finish the interior of 
the pool house with a TV-room plus a change area with a separate 
room for pool equipment.

The rear garden doors lead to a covered porch with its own 
separate outdoor space, offering a view of the pool – an idyllic 
spot to dine with friends and family and play music. Hydro was 
specifically added to the porch for this reason.

For a musical family that often serves in worship at Mapleview 
Community Church, having a room devoted only to music was a 
must. Paul plays bass guitar and Victoria plays guitar. Stephanie 
plays piano and will be studying music at university in the fall. 
Nicole also plays piano and sings. The red music room just off the 
main entrance holds a grand piano and several guitars but Paul and 
Nicole plan to create an even bigger music spot in the lower level.

The 2,700 sq. ft. basement is unfinished for now, but – with 
its nine-foot ceilings and extra-large windows – promises to be 
spectacular. Nicole says, “We will have a shop area and storage, a 
theatre room and a workout room. Directly below the great room 
upstairs will be a large area for entertaining with a full band, 
including drums and an electronic keyboard. We want to create 
a comfortable lounge area with seating for socializing.” A guest 
bedroom and en suite bath are also planned.

TOP LEFT: The music room, where Stephanie plays the grand 
piano, has red walls and comfy seating. The Dubes plan to 
add an even bigger music room when they finish the lower 
level. ABOVE: The family gathers outside near the pool before 
Stephanie leaves for her prom. LEFT: The hardest working room 
in the home has a second fridge and top-of-the-line washer and 
dryer. Paul used his ingenuity and installed the appliances and 
cabinets so the counters are perfectly flush. 

Continued on page 84

Tel: 705-527-7888
9225 County Rd. 93, Unit 12a (Huronia Mall) Midland, ON L4R 4K4

www.fastforwardavu.com
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Another important factor in the home design was including a private nook for 
Stephanie and Victoria. Nicole says, “We designed this house in a way that made 
the girls feel like they had their own space upstairs. Their bedrooms each have a 
walk-in closet, an adjoining bathroom with a separate area for the toilet and tub.” 
A fun touch in both girls’ rooms is a sparkly chandelier. Just off the bedrooms, a 
lounge area with glass pocket doors for TV, friends and Wii games and a loft for 
homework study with a nearby railing that overlooks the great room, complete 
the teen sanctuary.

“We are quite content at how our dream home has turned out, and 
consider it our forever home,” says Paul and Nicole. OH

BELOW: The upstairs loft-area belongs entirely to 
the girls. Stephanie and Victoria (pictured playing 
the guitar in her room) each have their own brightly 
decorated bedrooms with walk-in closets. Their rooms 
are connected by an en suite with separate sinks and 
vanities. They share a homework room and a lounge, 
where they gather with their friends. 

Residential • Commercial • Institutional
Right Process, Right People, Right Products.

www.eaglepainting.cawww.eaglepainting.ca

Our goal at Eagle Painting is to provide excellent service from the time the phone call for a quote is made until 
the work is finished. We respect and add value to your home or business in everything we do. Take the time to 

have a look on our website. See what our customers are saying. 

705.727.4965 

Thinking         Painting? Long Term? Quality?

Email: eaglepainting@rogers.com
*Eagle Painting is a Holmes Referred Contractor

Call or email  today for a  FREE  QUOTE!

Live in Midhurst in  
True Forested Lots!
Estate Lots from 1 to 3 acres

No Payments With Two Year Financing Available

Only

 8 MINUTES

to Barrie!

705.770.4322   705.733.4432   www.dreamwoodhomes.com

For those  
who value the 
difference!
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OOur homes are a reflection of ourselves, 
and many of us work hard to keep them beautiful. Through colour, 
materials and proper planning, we strive to create a stylish and pleasing 
environment in which to live. Much of our attention is focused on our 
living spaces and it’s time we start thinking about the more utilitarian 
spaces like the laundry room. Given the amount of time they are used, 
they seldom receive the attention they deserve and they often become 
separated from the life of a home. If your laundry room is small, you may 
find that it does not function the way you would like. It may feel cramped 
and unorganized, attracting an embarrassing mess. But with a little time 
and creativity, you can design a stylish and functional laundry room that 
will help make laundry day your most favourite day of the week! 

If you find that your laundry room lacks the square footage you dream 
of, take a look at the space you have and see it for all of its possibilities. 
By choosing a front loading washer and dryer, you will be able to utilize 
an extra surface that every laundry room dreams of. The smooth flat tops 
they provide are useful for laundry basket storage or as a place to fold 
and organize. Step it up a notch and install a durable water-resistant 
countertop over the machines. An inexpensive laminate will provide a 
smooth and easy-to-clean surface for your laundry needs. If your space 
is limited, a stacked washer and dryer set will leave room for other 
necessities. A customized slide-out shelf installed between the machines 
will provide that extra surface you otherwise would not have. 

Chances are the washer and dryer will take up most of your floor 
space, so, when thinking about storage and organization, think vertical. 
By maximizing vertical space, you can amplify a small laundry room’s 
storage capacity. As demonstrated in the drawing above, shelves and 
cubbies stylishly contain laundry supplies while built-in cabinets keep 

seldom-used items and less-than-attractive necessities (such as cleaning 
supplies) out of sight. To brighten up the room, install under-cabinet strip 
lighting. If built-ins are not in your budget, you can create ample storage 
space by investing in adjustable wire shelving (ensure that your most 
utilized items are made available on the lower shelves). Incorporate pull 
out wire baskets for clever storage of odds and ends, including those pesky 
socks whose matches have yet to be found! And don’t ignore the back of a 
door. It makes a perfect spot to hang baskets and holders. 

A great feature to have in any laundry room is a place to air-dry 
delicates or to hang shirts fresh from the dryer. Use a tension bar installed 
between built-ins (or walls), or even a bath towel bar mounted on the 
underside of a shelf. Remember to position the rod far enough from the 
wall to leave adequate space for the hangers. If space is limited, pull-down 
and accordion-style drying racks are made to pull out from the wall and 
then be pushed neatly away. 

Laundry rooms tend to be the place to keep a bulky ironing board. The 
problem is where to put it. Hanging it on the wall is a simple solution. Another 
is to purchase a built-in board that drops down from the wall. It saves space 
and makes ironing easier. Just flip out the board and plug in the iron. Better 
yet, there are fold-out ironing boards that can be built into cabinetry and 
pulled out with an expanding frame, concealing them completely.

Finally, incorporate decorative elements to liven up the space. If the 
room makes you happy, laundry will become less of a chore. Add a splash 
of colour with paint, or with patterns and colourful fabrics on your storage 
containers. Add style with bead board or with a fun backsplash in a shiny or 
iridescent tile. Why not hang up a piece of art? Prints, photos or wall decals 
will add whimsy and character. Now, with your laundry room feeling so 
refreshed and organized, you will wish that laundry day was every day!  OH

   how to
MAXIMIZE SPACE

IN A SMALL LAUNDRY ROOM
STORY  &  I L LUSTRAT ION  BY  C INDY  BROWN
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PERSONAL FACTORS TO CONSIDER:

Family Size: How many bedrooms do you need? Can your kids share a room?

Career: Do you work from home and need a separate room for an office?

Finances: What percentage of your income do you want to spend on your 
home monthly? Will you be able to save, put away for emergencies and 
still have the lifestyle you want? If your budget is tight, would you rather 
spend money on quality or quantity in terms of finishes and furnishings?

Lifestyle: How often and how many people do you entertain? Is it 
important to you to have a guest room? Could it double as an office, den 
or living space? Do you travel a lot or want to? Do you have the time to 
put into maintaining and cleaning a big home? Do you have a hobby that 
requires its own space?

Layout: The right layout can make a smaller space seem much bigger. Is 
it more important to you to have an open space than a large space, or four 
small bedrooms rather than three big ones? 

Skills: Are you handy and able to perform many maintenance tasks on 
your own? Are you an organizational wizard who can make a small space 
very functional?

By taking these questions into consideration, you should have a much 
better idea of what home size is right for you; not for your next-door 
neighbour or your friends overseas. Size does matter and can make all the 
difference when it comes to enjoying your home and your life.  OH

r e a l  e s t a t e
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Last year, the Globe and Mail reported that the average size of a house 

in Canada in 1975 was 1,050 sq. ft., and that new homes being built in 2010 
almost doubled to an average of 1,950 sq. ft. It was also noted that the average 
number of people living in a household dropped a whole person from 3.5 
in 1971 to 2.5 by 2006. So, we’re building bigger homes for fewer people.

According to the Canadian Home Builders’ Association, the average 
new single-detached family house size in Canada is now 2,000 sq. ft., 
ranking us third internationally, behind Australia and the U.S., and well 
ahead of the U.K. where a mere 818 sq. ft. is average.

None of this is to say that a big house isn’t for you, just that the norm 
is not necessarily reflective of needs and that one size does not fit all.

Think about your current home. How do you use it? Perhaps you’re like 
me and spend an enormous amount of time in the kitchen, meaning a big, 
functional kitchen would be a huge asset for you. Or, maybe you’re like 
many moms who spend too much time in the laundry room, so a big, bright 
space on the main floor would be a major upgrade from the dank basement. 

If you think about how you use each room in your home, calculate the 
square footage of what you actually use and estimate the amount you’d 
like more of in certain rooms, you’ll come up with a pretty good idea of 
what square footage will work best for you and your family.

If you’re not exactly sure of how you will use and grow into your home, 
here are the general pros and cons of buying big and small with some 
personal considerations to follow.

Not too big, not too small… just right! 
Simple enough, but when it comes to what 
size of home to buy, how do you know 
what’s just right for you? It’s easy to be 
influenced by the “norm,” but the norm 
may not be your Goldilocks home. There 
are several factors to consider, not the 
least of which is history.

PROS CONS

•  More space for a 
growing family, storage, 
entertaining and 
accommodating guests

•  Extra space for hobby 
rooms, such as craft 
rooms, workshops, home 
theatres, gyms, wine 
cellars, etc.

•  Possibly more land

• Smaller mortgage 
payments, utility bills, 
insurance premiums, 
property taxes 

• Less time and money 
spent on maintenance 
and cleaning

• May have more money to 
spend on higher-quality 
furnishings and finishes

• More time and money to 
spend on activities outside 
the home 

• May not ever need to 
downsize 

• Fewer rooms to furnish 

• More environmentally 
friendly

•  More costly mortgage, 
maintenance, utilities,  
taxes, insurance

• Higher environmental 
impact 

• More rooms to furnish  
and clean 

• Less time and money to 
spend doing things outside 
the home

• May be too much house  
once you retire

• Less space to entertain  
and accommodate guests

• Less personal space  
– may feel cramped

• May need to move  
or build an addition  
to accommodate a  
growing family

• Lack of storage space

• Less or no room for  
hobby space, including  
a home office

• Possibly less land
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Advertise in our Summer
Issue & get noticed!

Give YOUR BUSINESS the benefit of premium  
exposure to our extensive targeted readership!

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Kim Smith • 705.791.8990 
kim@ourhomesmagazine.com

The “Heart of Art” in Downtown Barrie
32 Dunlop Street W. 

705- 481-1558 
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Branding Integrity!

SHOWROOM: 41D Commerce Park Drive, Barrie
705-725-8111  ❘  www.decola.ca

Rest assured, when you choose an 

Ostaco window or door, you will have a 

lifetime product that functions perfectly 

and meets your every expectation.

Ostaco – Building EnerSensibility 
in any Colour, Shape or Size

Decola Windows SP13 HR.pdf   1   2013-02-28   1:39 PM

Serving Barrie since 1988

Hardwood, Laminates, 
Tile, Vinyl, Stairs, Trim, 

Service & More ...

FREE IN-HOME 
ESTIMATES

Written Warranty

705.721.6852
74 Saunders Rd. Barrie ON

Desired Luxury Fairly Priced.

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

BARRIE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
>> SOURCE IT

A.N.T. CONSTRUCTION     
Proudly serving Barrie, Simcoe County, Muskoka and 

surrounding area for more than 20 years, we have become known 
as the home builder with heart.

At A.N.T. Construction, we care about quality, not quantity. 
For  us ,  i t ’s  about 
t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e 
that’s necessary to 
get it right. We build 
exq u i s i te  cu sto m 
properties (for your 
family or business) 
one at a time, paying 

attention to the details of your dream, while considering the 
realities of timelines and budget.

Whether we work in consultation with you to develop a design, 
or you come with plans in hand, we listen carefully to what you 
have to say so we can guide the process along a path to the right 
destination: a home that meets your individual lifestyle, timing 
and budgeting needs. Whether it is residential or commercial, we 
offer a partnership. You have the vision, we have the expertise. It’s 
really that simple.

You deserve the best. We build the best. It’s a win-win 
combination.

Our team of meticulous custom home builders and renovators 
– including project managers, creative designers, industry experts 
and highly qualified tradespeople – work in partnership with 
homeowners to bring your visions to life. Let us help you “Build 
Your Dream”. 
Visit our website at www.antconstruction.ca  
or call us at 705.431.2268 (Please see ad on page 15)

SIMCOE COUNTY CLEAN – “DOES THE DIRTY SO YOU 
DON’T HAVE TO!!” 

Jane Laker of Simcoe County Clean welcomes The Spring 
Season with wide open arms!

“To our crews it is so refreshing to be able to open client  
windows and do the exterior glass of doors – finally!”

At Simcoe County Clean, staff take pride on being able to 
provide our homeowners the “little 
extras” that make a house a home! 

Spring cleaning is important to a 
house. The extra steps taken to make 
your exterior entryway welcoming and 
free of past insect homes, web and debris 
is truly a sign of spring finally arriving. 

“We clean in larger crews, so that we 
can get into the little areas that are often 
neglected. Interior glass is always done as 

a matter of course, but the extra manpower allows us to specialize 
in areas such as hard water stain removal, de-webbing, and more 
detailed cleaning of staircases and front entranceway closets.”

Jane reminds everyone to schedule their spring cleaning early 
enough, allowing your time to be spent where you prefer – likely outdoors!!

As the saying goes at Simcoe County Clean – “we do the dirty 
– so you don’t have to!”
Call Jane Laker at 705.770.4798 or email at  
jblaker@rogers.com • www.simcoecountyclean.com  
(Please see ad on page 64)

MEDICHAIR BARRIE
MEDIchair Barrie was founded in 1992. Our traditional business 

is providing sales, service and rentals of home medical equipment 
to individuals of all ages with varying degrees of disabilities.

In a natural extension of the business due to aging demographics, 
it is not surprising the fastest growing division within MEDIchair 
Barrie is Home Modifications!

Accessibility Solutions include products such as ramps, 
stairlifts, vertical platform lifts, elevators 
and barrier-free roll-in showers. We 
pride ourselves on creating solutions 
that provide optimum functional living, 
minimizes costly post-use renovations and 
maximizes re-sale value.

Safety solutions include a wide range of 
items (e.g. grab bars, handrails, bathroom 
equipment and assist poles).

Ask us about the Ontario Healthy 
Homes Renovation Tax Credit for seniors 
– you will save 15% on eligible expenses!

MEDIchair Barrie’s mission is to deliver 
excellent customer service and to provide 
quality products to significantly improve our clients’ quality of life. 
Education and advice are the most important benefits we offer as 
“The Home Medical Equipment Specialists.” MEDIchair Barrie is 
committed to you, your family and our community!

Visit the only Home Medical Equipment Superstore in Simcoe 
County – we offer the greatest selection of products for you to 
choose from. No single product model can suit all individuals so 
having a wide selection to choose from can only benefit you.
130 Bell Farm Road, Barrie • 705.722.3376 
barrie@medichair.ca • www.medichair.com (Please see ad on page 39)

KITCHEN PAINTERS
Kitchen Painters is the newest, most exciting kitchen renovation 

company to serve Greater Barrie. Franchise owner-operator Mark 
McElroy has extensive experience 
in the painting and renovation 
business and has a degree in 
engineering and design. Mark 
and his Kitchen Painters’ team 
provide a long-term kitchen remodeling solution using your current 
kitchen cabinetry. Their painting and cabinetmaking  professionals 
come to your home, remove all of your doors, drawer fronts and any 
other components that can be removed – take them to their 10,000 
square foot shop and spray them using an environment friendly 
premium quality lacquer. Cabinetry and components that cannot be 
removed are completed in your home using the same professional 
technique. Add custom cabinetry and more… they do it all! With 
their fully equipped woodworking department they can reface with 
brand new door and drawer fronts, add crown moulding and other 
decorative components such as light valances, furniture style kicks 
or island and peninsula panels. They can modify or move cabinetry, 
add new cabinetry, install self closing pull-out drawer systems, etc. 
They also specialize in granite or quartz countertop installations 
and tile backsplashes.
Call 705.796.4030 to make an appointment  
for a free in-home consultation or visit  
www.kitchenpainters.com (Please see ad on page 13)

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

Continued on page 92
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BARRIE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
>> SOURCE IT >> SOURCE IT

HORSESHOE RIDGE HOMES 
Come home to rustic elegance – finely-crafted homes and 

beautiful estate lots amid nature and adventure in the spectacular 
Horseshoe Valley.

Whether it’s an elegant home in an established neighbourhood, 
a freehold town with main 
floor l iving, or a dream 
property on a golf course 
– Horseshoe Ridge Homes 
feature uncompromising 
quality, craftsmanship, and 
a variety of living options 
to suit your vibrant lifestyle. 

O f f e r i n g  t h e  r i g h t 
combination of location, 

quality and price, Horseshoe Ridge Homes properties are perfect 
for empty-nesters wishing to “right size” or families looking for 
a better quality of life in a natural environment – just outside of 
Barrie, but close enough to the city to enjoy all of its amenities.

Established in 2011, Horseshoe Ridge Homes has built a 
reputation of offering excellent value for the quality of architectural 
design, materials, finishes and craftsmanship that go into the 
construction of every home. A long list of premium materials is 
standard, such as granite countertops, stainless steel appliances, 
premium fixtures and trim package. 

Phase 3 single family homes on 63 ft and 82 ft lots are 
launching this summer! 
Call 705.835.0629 or visit www.horseshoeridgehomes.com to 
book an appointment at our Model Home & Presentation Centre 
(Please see ad on page 65)

VANTAGE POINT INTERIORS
Vantage Point Interiors is a full service home staging and design 

company. Driven by Victoria Newton, Professional Home Stager, 
we have the knowledge, drive, people and experience in assisting 
our clients in not only selling their home quickly, but for ABOVE 
asking price. 

It is a proven fact that Home Staging sells homes faster and for 
more money. In today’s real estate market, home staging has now 

become an absolute necessity. 
Potential buyers have already 
made a  dec is ion  on  your 
property, just by viewing your 
MLS photos online. To get your 
house sold, you must make that 
great first impression. 

Vantage Point Interiors has 
staged millions of dollars in real estate property values and we 
will handle your biggest financial asset with care. We are not only 
Certified, but we are also insured and ready to work with you in 
getting your house SOLD! 

We have also assisted many clients with Interior Re-Design, 
Interior Decorating, Colour Consultations and new home floor 
plans. Whatever your needs are, Vantage Point Interiors can help 
you from start to finish. 

If you are ready, give us a call to book your next consult and 
lets get moving!
705.718.8817 • info@vantagepointinteriors.com
www.vantagepointinteriors.com (Please see ad on page 41)

BEHOLD DESIGN
Now Open in our 1300 square foot showroom in the Wireworks 

building at Simcoe and Bradford Streets in Barrie, our team at 
behold design is excited to meet new clients as well as continue 
the lasting relationship with our existing ones. Although kitchen 

a n d  b a t h r o o m 
renovat ions  are 
our specialty, we 
are excited to offer 
bespoke interior 
solutions for any 
area of the home. 
With uncertainty 
in mortgage rates, 
home improvement 
vs home relocation 
is a popular choice 

and behold design is your source for design and style, from simple 
kitchen updates to full blown house renovations (existing and new 
builds). Our hours are: 9:30am – 5:30pm M,T,W 10:00am – 7:00pm 
Thurs and 9:30am – 4:30pm Friday and By Appointment Saturday.
Come check us out at 4 Checkley Street, Suite 102 in Barrie. 
Visit us online at: www.beholddesign.ca, or call us today! 
705.726.6200 (Please see ad on page 64)

BARRIE TRIM AND MOULDINGS INC.
OUR HOMES Media Group Inc. president and CEO David Loopstra 

would like to congratulate his friend and client Lee Whitaker on his 
recent Acqusition of Barrie Trim and Mouldings Inc. (BTM).  

After 14 years with the company – most recently as a Vice 
President – Lee has now purchased the company that his father, 
Brian, founded in 1985, and has moved into the position of President.

“Under the direction of Lee, BTM was one of our very first 
advertising clients, in 2006, and has been a very loyal advertiser. 
They are a steady and dependable company, extremely well 
managed, and their value-proposition is the best in the industry. 
Lee and his team are just great people to work with,” said Loopstra. 
“Good companies grow because they are in high-demand. They are 
in high demand because they offer superior products and services.” 

Under Lee’s direction, BTM, which supplies and installs 
trim, doors, stairs and 
rai l ings,  has grown 
f r o m  a  t w o - m a n 
operation to now an 
employer of more than 
30 staff in two facilities 
spanning more than 
27,000 sq ft.

“This is what sets 
us apart: exceptional 
customer service, new 

products, and the fact that we both manufacture and install,” 
says Lee.

“Our goal is to always exceed our customers’ expectations. We 
understand a lot of our clients are busy, which is why we offer a 
one-stop shop for quality trim, doors, stairs, and railings. We are 
here to help with any project.”
Visit them online at www.barrietrim.com, or at  
52 Saunders Road in Barrie (Please see ad on page 17)

AMAZING GATES
Amazing Gates is a custom driveway gate, garden gate and 

fencing company. We offer automatic openers and operators for 
all types of uses, from light residential to heavy duty commercial. 
At Amazing Gates, uncompromising quality and attention to detail 
have been a proud tradition for over 19 years. Our gates are hand 
fabricated by well trained craftsmen and quality inspected before 
being professionally 
packaged and shipped.  
Our workshop produces 
the finest gate and fence 
panels in the world.  

Good security requires a steel gate or fence which is why all 
of our products are handcrafted from steel. Once fabricated, the 
products are hot dipped galvanized and powder coated. Installation 
is simplified for Do-It-Yourselfers with tap screws, pre-welded 
parts, and easy to follow installation videos and manuals, as well 
as excellent technical support, if you need it. You won’t find a 
better combination of beauty, strength, corrosion resistance, and 
price anywhere else. Our products match the style and elegance of 
wrought iron, but without the maintenance hassle. 

If you want an original custom gate design, please take 
advantage of our Made to Order program where we will treat you 
as a valued client with a unique situation and deliver a superior 
product that you will be proud of. 

Wrought iron products come with a 10 year warranty.
Visit our website at amazinggatesofcanada.ca  
or call us 1.855.484.2837 (Please see ad on page 25)

MIDLAND HOME HARDWARE DESIGN SHOWROOM
The Midland Home Hardware Design Showroom is a comfortable, 

inviting, style friendly environment. We encourage you to feel at 
home. Choose to work with one of the members of our experienced 
team, or browse on your own, and check out what’s new and 
exciting in our showroom!

We approach design from a holistic point of view. Let us help 
you design your dream Kitchen, Bathroom or your entire home! 
Our dedicated and professional design team has the knowledge 
and experience to help you select the finishes that will suit your 
unique style and budget.

At Midland Home Hardware Design Showroom, we pride 
ourselves on our customer service. Through our Home Installation 
Program we work closely 
with our team of qualified 
installers to provide our 
customers with the best 
quality home installation 
service. We oversee and 
co-ordinate the entire 
project. We stand behind, 
and guarantee all of our 
work. Big or small, we can help! Hire us to install everything in your 
home including the kitchen sink! 

Also, come and discover the Beaver Homes & Cottages Program! 
A unique program designed to assist you in the design and purchase 
of your dream cottage or home.
For more information, or to set up a consultation, contact 
Michael Philippe at michael.philippe@midlandhhbc.com 
(Please see ad on page 53)

BRAESTONE AT HORSESHOE VALLEY
– THE COUNTRY ESTATE, RETHOUGHT

In the rolling hills of the Horseshoe Valley, Georgian International 
is developing Braestone, a 570-acre estate lot community that 
will be an authentic reflection of refined country living with four 
seasons of activities at its doorstep. 

Braestone will be known for its distinctive architecture – a simple 
yet strikingly modern interpretation of “country style” influenced 
by the farmhouses and barns of rural Ontario. Beautiful homesteads 
on 1/2 to over one-acre lots will be available from the mid $400’s. 

The Barrie-area developer has put great care and attention 
into maximizing the lifestyle opportunities offered at Braestone’s 
beaut i fu l  sett ing .  Many 
remarkable lifestyle features 
will be offered, including 
a toboggan run, a skating 
pond,  a  sugar shack for 
making maple syrup, a hilltop 
observatory for stargazing 
cal led ‘Starfal l ’ ,  a  horse 
stable and paddocks, and the 
community’s own ‘field of 
dreams’ for outdoor activity. 
In addition, over 60% of the 
landscape will be set aside 
as a wildlife preserve and International Dark-Sky standards will be 
adopted to minimize light pollution and energy waste.
Register today at Braestone.ca and be among the first to learn 
more about this inspiring community. (Please see ad on page 75)

EGO’S NURSERIES
Plan to make a visit to this award winning garden centre this 

spring!
Ego’s is a family-owned and operated garden centre and 

market shop that has been providing their customers with fresh, 
locally-grown ornamental plants, edible plants and farm fresh 
fruit and vegetables for 39 years. Located in the rolling hills of 
Oro-Medonte, on Horseshoe Valley Road, they are open seasonally 
April to December.  

From old favourites, to the latest cultivars, Ego’s Nurseries 
strives to keep up with the latest trends while also providing 
value for their customers through 
cont inuously  evaluat ing new 
varieties of plants to determine 
their vigour and hardiness in the 
local environment.

Whether you are a seasoned 
“green thumb” or a “newbie” 
gardener,  Ego’s team of wel l -
informed staff can help make 
decorating your outdoor spaces 
fun and enjoyable.

Looking for more “hands-on” 
experience? Watch for upcoming 
workshops and seminars to help 
you get your hands in the dirt this 
coming season. 
Ego’s is a garden centre for plant lovers… but also a lot more!
www.EgosGardenCentre.com (Please see ad on page 73)
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KitchenArt North
149 Welham Rd. Unit 23, Barrie ON n 705.719.6712

KitchenArt
1 Little York St. Orangeville, ON n 519.942.8500  
www.cabinetsbykitchenart.ca

... de signing  
kitchens  
for people  
who love  
to cook...

APPLIANCES

TA APPLIANCES & BARBECUES Pg 3

ARCHITECTURAL STONE

STONES CANADA Pg 89

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES, 
STUDIOS & WORKSHOPS

THE EDGE GALLERY Pg 89

AUDIO VIDEO/SMART HOME 
TECHNOLOGY

FAST FORWARD AUDIO VIDEO Pg 83

HURONIA ALARMS Pg 11

BBQ’S/FIREPLACES

NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Pg 50&51

TA APPLIANCES & BARBECUES Pg 3

BUILDERS

A.N.T. CONSTRUCTION Pg 15, 90

BAYHILL QUALITY CONTRACTING Pg 43 

BIG EAST CONSTRUCTION Pg 46 

DREAMWOOD HOMES Pg 85

GILKON CONSTRUCTION LTD. Pg 2

HOMES BY DAYCOR Pg 20

HORSESHOE RIDGE HOMES Pg 65, 92

JVL HOME IMPROVEMENTS LTD. Pg 67

MERIDIAN DESIGN BUILD INC. Pg 25

PRYCON CUSTOM BUILDING &  
 RENOVATIONS Pg 16

TEKKHAUS/MODULEX INTERNATIONAL Pg 39

BUILDING/LANDSCAPING  
SUPPLIES

TEKKHAUS/MODULEX INTERNATIONAL Pg 39

TRANSCANADA WOOD PRODUCTS Pg 42

KITCHEN ART NORTH Pg 93

KITCHEN PAINTERS Pg 13, 90

LINDSAY SCHULTZ KITCHENS  
 & CABINETRY Pg 73

PERKINSFIELD KITCHEN & BATH Pg 5

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN

AMAZING GATES OF CANADA Pg 25, 92

BLUE DIAMOND POOLS & LANDSCAPING  
 Pg 97

EGO’S GARDEN CENTRE Pg 73, 93

FOSTER LAWN & GARDEN Pg 46

NEAR NORTH LANDSCAPING Pg 17

PRINTCRETE INC. Pg 41

LIGHTING

GLASS LIGHTING GALLERY Pg 8
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ABSOLUTE CABINETS Pg 20

PERKINSFIELD KITCHEN & BATH Pg 5

CLEANING

SIMCOE COUNTY CLEAN Pg 64, 90

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE & STONE

DI PIETRA DESIGN Pg 6

MADISON TAYLOR DESIGN Pg 21
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MORTGAGE 
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MOULDINGS

BARRIE TRIM Pg 17, 93

DESERT TILE Pg 87

GRAND FLOORS Pg 91

TOTAL HARDWOOD FLOORING Pg 41

TRANSCANADA WOOD PRODUCTS Pg 42 

FLORISTS/FLORAL DESIGN

FRESH FLOWERS BY LEANNE Pg 10

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR

BACK IN THYME Pg 25 

BLAIR INTERIORS & WINDOW FASHIONS Pg 74

GEORGIAN BAY LIVING FINE FURNITURE Pg 61

INHABIT INTERIORS & DESIGN Pg 19

LA-Z-BOY Pg 100

SIMPLY COUNTRY Pg 67

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Pg 50&51

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

BAYHILL QUALITY CONTRACTING Pg 43 

BIG EAST CONSTRUCTION Pg 46

HOME HARDWARE DESIGN SHOWROOM  
 Pg 53, 92

JVL HOME IMPROVEMENTS LTD. Pg 67

PRYCON CUSTOM BUILDING &  
 RENOVATIONS Pg 16

RENOVATIONS BY RODGERS Pg 99

TOTAL LIVING CONCEPTS Pg 41

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

MEDICHAIR Pg 39, 90

HOME SECURITY

HURONIA ALARMS Pg 11

INTERIOR DECORATING/ 
INTERIOR DESIGN

BEHOLD DESIGN Pg 64, 93

INHABIT INTERIORS & DESIGN Pg 19

KL INTERIOR DESIGN Pg 12

LVZ DESIGN Pg 25

MADISON TAYLOR DESIGN Pg 21

TERRI CLARK INTERIORS Pg 87

VANTAGE POINT INTERIORS Pg 41, 92

KITCHEN AND BATH

A GALLERY OF INTERIORS – THE  
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BATHWORKS Pg 27

BEHOLD DESIGN Pg 64, 93
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OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/barrie

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email us at jjefferson@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, 
call us to advertise at 705-730-3827 or 705-791-8990.
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BY  MAR IA  DAS I LVA
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SCOTT  HUNTER

CRUST:

1¼ cups graham wafer crumbs

 ⅓ cup butter, melted

ORANGE VANILLA CUSTARD:

½ cup whipping cream

⅓ cup sugar

2 tbsp cornstarch

4 large egg yolks, and 2 large eggs

1 tsp vanilla extract

1¼ cups 2% milk

1 tsp orange zest

STRAWBERRY TOPPING:

4 cups hulled halved strawberries

1 tbsp sugar

1 tsp white or regular balsamic vinegar

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

CUSTARD PIE
Strawberry

WWhat better way to usher in spring  
than with this decadent berry-topped pie? An orange vanilla-scented 
custard is the perfect vehicle for a mound of pure strawberry love. It’s 
the perfect pie to end an early summer meal on the deck. 

You’ll want to use the easy no-bake crust and custard base 
again and again throughout the summer. Simply substitute the 
strawberries with other fresh, seasonal berries – blueberries, 
raspberries and blackberries will all work beautifully. 

For the smoothest, creamiest, shiniest custard every time, 
be sure to cook the mixture over medium heat, whisking 
constantly, just until it begins to thicken (don’t worry if it 
looks a little runny or loose, it will set completely in the fridge 
as it cools) and strain it through the finest mesh sieve you’ve 
got. You can make the crust and custard base up to 24 hours 
before topping with the strawberries if you’re planning to 
make this for a stress-free special occasion. Keep it covered 
and refrigerated and top with the berries just before serving. 

TO PREPARE:

Crust:
• Stir together graham crumbs and melted butter until combined.
• Press into bottom and up side of 9-inch pie plate.
• Refrigerate until firm, about 30 minutes.
Orange Vanilla Custard:
• In large bowl, whisk together cream, sugar, cornstarch, egg 

yolks, eggs and vanilla until smooth.
• In medium saucepan over medium heat, heat milk just until 

steaming and tiny bubbles form at the surface. 
• Slowly pour the heated milk into cream mixture in a steady 

stream and whisking constantly to prevent cooking the eggs.
• Return mixture to saucepan. Cook over medium heat, whisking 

constantly, just until it begins to thicken, about 2 minutes.
• Strain through fine mesh sieve into clean bowl; stir in orange 

zest. Let cool for 5 minutes.
• Whisk smooth and pour into prepared crust; smoothing top
• Cover and refrigerate until set, at least 3 hours. 
Strawberry Topping:
• Just before serving, toss strawberries with sugar and vinegar.
• Let stand for 10 minutes.
• Mound berries onto centre of pie.  OH

Creation     Restoration     Innovation

See your poolscape paradise before installation.  

Complimentary  
  3D Design  
included with every pool purchased!

705.726.3403

   Bring the  
resort experience

Where inspired design meets expert craftsmanship,  
trust bluediamond Pools to make your backyard dreams a reality!

Blue Diamond Pools SP14.indd   1 2014-03-02   7:19 PM
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f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

RRaccoons and other vermin have been making their 
way into your garbage for far too long and/or you’d like a 
more attractive way to store life’s refuse. If this spring is 
the time you’ve decided to try DIY, here are step-by-step 
instructions to say “I’ve bin there and done that!”

BUILD  
YOUR OWN BIN

STORY  AND  PHOTOS  BY  J I L L  E LL I S -WORTH INGTON
PROJECT  DES IGN  AND  EXECUT ION  BY  RALPH  LEMBCKE

BUDGET:
Approximately $300 to 
$350, depends on the 
size of the structure. 
This one holds two 
garbage cans and two 
recycling bins.

Step 1:   
Cut 2 x 4 lumber and screw together, 
forming three frames.

Step 2:   
Cut three pieces of 2 x 4 lumber to  
form back braces; screw in place.

Step 3:   
Cut 1 x 6 lumber and screw in place  
to form back wall of structure. 

Step 4 (Base):   
Cut five pieces of 1 x 6 lumber and 
screw them on to three 2 x 4 sleepers  
to form base. Place structure on base. 

Step 5:   
Cut 1 x 6 lumber to form shelf and sides. 
Screw on to frames; shelf is installed on 
diagonal bracing.

Step 6:   
Make door frames, each constructed 
of four pieces of 2 x 4 lumber. Cut 1 x 6 
lumber and screw on to frames to  
form doors.  

Step 7:   
Follow Step 6 to make lids. Then install 
hinges, handles and chains to control 
lid. Install handles, hinges and latches 
on doors.  OH

TOP VIEW

7’6”

3’3” 4’3”
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”
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MATERIALS LIST: 
(All lumber used is pressure treated.)

MAIN STRUCTURE:

15 pc  2 x 4 x 8’ (for framing)

57 pc  1 x 6 x 4’

1lb.  #9 x 3½” deck screws 

3lb.  #8 x 1⅝” deck screws

5  Pair gate hinges

2  Gate latch sets

4  Door pulls

2  24” lengths ¾” chain

4  Fender washers (to secure chain)

BASE:

1  2 x 4 x 8’ (for sleepers)

5  1 x 6 x 8’ deck boards

1lb.  #8 x 2” deck screws

1pkg.  Shims

TOOLS:

12” Mitre/Chop saw

Table or circular saw

Cordless screw gun 

Robertson and Phillips bits

⅛” Drill bit

¼” Spade bit

Clamps 

Extension cord

Sandpaper (varying grits)

Razor knife

online To see step-by-step photos go to:  
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/bin-diy
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