
project forward – which is perhaps why their 
Snow Valley home was finished with a velocity 
matching the quickest downhillers at the 
nearby ski resort.

“When I make a decision, I don’t 
see the point of wasting time making it 
happen,” he shrugs.

The comment sparks a laugh from his 
wife of two-and-a-half years, who recalls him 
talking about marriage within their first few 
conversations. But an action-packed agenda 
is nothing new to the woman who wakes up 
early on her days off to get a head start on her 
daily to-do list.

“We can sleep when we’re dead,” Alex 
quips, saying they both subscribe to a “work 
hard, play hard” philosophy. 

Their combined focus and hands-on 
approach contributed to the project’s short 
timeline and their satisfaction in the “urban 
country” results. Both were committed to 
turning to local retailers, suppliers and trades 
to help get the job done.

W“We kept seeing front porches with chairs,” 
recounts Ashley, who loved the idea of 
relaxing there with a cup of tea. “But they 
were all too small.”

In the end, which arrived a mere five 
months after breaking ground, their 
completed 1,900 sq. ft. house sported a double 
front dormer to accommodate a more spacious 
portico. With help from framing contractor 
C. White Construction, they balanced 
the roofline by adding a large peak over the 
three-bay garage, which is angled to further 
shelter their front haven. To complete the look, 
GP Masonry and Landscaping Supplies 
colour matched and supplied brick and stone, 
while Rainer’s Siding & Roofing took care 
of the fascia and eavestroughing.

Although the front porch is set high and 
back from the road, affording a sweeping 
neighbourhood view, it’s the back porch 
accessible through french doors (by JELD-
WEN Windows from United Lumber 
Home Hardware Barrie) off the master 
suite that boasts a forest setting and 
natural soundtrack.

The backyard’s fire pit is cradled by a long, 
low Armour Stone retaining wall (which Alex 
enjoyed constructing with the help of his 
father and a Bobcat), with a strand of built-in 
lights paralleling the treeline beyond.

“We’re very happy with the way it turned 
out,” adds Alex, glancing up to the nine-foot 
ceilings and eight-foot doors (produced by 
Barrie Trim & Mouldings Inc.) in the open-
concept home that makes entertaining indoors 
just as easy. “I have lots of friends who come in 
and say it feels like home.”

Despite planning for the occasional respite, 
this driven duo wastes no time in moving a 

Most of the time, the Wagenaars are a non-stop force of 
productivity – even on vacation, this couple is more likely to 
sightsee than sunbathe. But when they drove around to get 
style ideas for their new custom home, it was the promise of 
still moments that captured their imagination.

STORY KATHLEEN DUNCAN 
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY
FLOWERS FRESH BY LEANNETHE FAST TRACK

fabulousTO

LEFT: The spacious 
entrance features a fun 
painting Ashley selected 
and a chandelier made 
of old wine barrels. 
BELOW: The front of the 
home is a mix of stone 
and brick. A tall portico 
and large covered front 
porch has plenty of 
space for multiple sitting 
areas. OPPOSITE: Alex 
and Ashley discovered 
a beat-up old barn-
board door in a field in 
Horseshoe Valley. They 
gave it new life and 
it’s now a focal point 
in the main living area, 
along with a barn-board 
wall (with a water 
feature) that separates 
the entrance and 
the living room.

Continued on page 49
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LEFT: An antique 
window-turned mirror 
hangs on the other side 
of the barn-board wall, 
offering a reflection 
of the floor-to-ceiling 
dry-stacked stone 
fireplace. OPPOSITE 
TOP LEFT: Alex, Ashley 
and their Chihuahua 
Annabelle relax on the 
sectional sofa from 
Ashley’s store, Simply 
Country in Midland. TOP 
RIGHT: The dining room 
on the other side of 
the hallway at the front 
of the house is large 
enough to entertain 
their families. BOTTOM: 
Ashely enhances the 
natural, neutral décor by 
switching out the throw 
pillows each season. 

A mining-supply executive by day, Alex 
employed his off hours to locate and reclaim 
barn board, which he helped craft into 
oversized rustic elements that complement 
the great room’s vaulted ceiling and massive 
dry-stacked stone fireplace (HVAC by 
Napoleon Home Comfort).

The barn-board feature wall that separates 
the entrance from the living area is animated 

by an oversize antique-window-turned-mirror 
and a wall-hung fountain. Black steel edging, 
which matches the hardware on the nearby 
beam mantel and enormous sliding barn 
door, were conceived by Alex. A portrait of a 
cow on the foyer wall completes the pastoral 
welcome, but the cosy style is tempered by the 
uncluttered décor, straight lines and upscale 
finishes in the nearby kitchen (The Mills 

Continued on page 50
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Group Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry), including its travertine floor 
tiles and the granite countertops (from Di Pietra Design) that repeat 
in the laundry room.

Ashley is the second-generation manager of the family-owned 
home décor shop Simply Country in downtown Midland. Under her 
leadership, the store has moved toward a more eclectic inventory than 
the store name would suggest.

“I have a shopping problem, so it’s awesome that I get to shop for 
a living,” she smiles, having sourced most of her home’s furniture, 
artwork and accent pieces from her own showroom. “I like 
decorating and helping people find what they’re looking for to put 
together each room.”

When doing their own home, the process was typically quick for 
Alex and Ashley, whose preferences align.

 “It’s fun for us to do these things,” explains Ashley, holding their 
feisty Chihuahua Annabelle in her arms. “We’re young and don’t have 
kids yet, so we’re at a stage in our lives where we’ve got more time 
to focus on us.” Continued on page 52

In the kitchen, which is open to the living room, there’s 
a breakfast nook, a dark-stained, granite-topped island 
(DiPietra Design) with a double sink and lots of storage 
in the white custom cabinetry. Top-notch stainless steel 
appliances make cooking easy. Ashley picked up the 
flowers at Fresh By Leanne in Midland. 
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There are three bedrooms in the 
home. Two guest rooms are located 
off the hallway behind the living room, 
separated by a guest bathroom. One 
room has a Paris theme, while the 
other is furnished in all white with 
coastal charm. 

Their interest and talents show in the details. A narrow two-storey 
wall in the staircase heading to the basement might have been left 
unadorned and forgotten in someone else’s hands, but in theirs becomes 
a feature attraction with bold, metallic wallpaper from Tripps Paint 
& Decorating Shoppe (which also provided Benjamin Moore paint 
for the rest of the house). All painting was completed by Dust To 
Dawn Renovations.

Similarly, a generic corner leading into the mud/laundry room 
(outfitted by TA Appliances & Barbecues) could have been framed 
and forgotten, but the Wagenaars chose to fashion a back-lit frame to 
showcase the rich amber veining of a large, translucent sheet of onyx.

“It was such a waste of space,” says Alex, describing the transformed 
two-foot-square corner. “Now it’s art.” Continued on page 54
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The master suite is located down the hall behind the 
kitchen. The room is calm and relaxing. The en suite 
has a soaker tub and a large glass shower with a 
river-rock floor. The laundry room is located near the 
master and has a walkout to the three-bay garage. 

Such thought also went into their 
bathrooms, where practical shelving nooks 
are beautifully tiled into shower surrounds, 
and frosted bare windows provide light and 
instant privacy.

“I don’t like window treatments in 
bathrooms,” confirms Ashley. “Every time you 
go in, you have to close them.”

Over time, those precious seconds saved 
add up to a world of possibility.

For Alex and Ashley, this home has been 
a wonderful experience – a way to combine 
their creative talents into a space they can 
celebrate and enjoy at this exciting time in 
their young lives.  OH
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