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NATURAL 
BEAUTY

IN INNISFIL

PERFECT 
HARMONY

IN ORILLIA
FIRE UP THE GRILL

In Full Bloom

THE BEST STYLE PICKS 
& DECORATING IDEAS

plus



www. taappl iance.com

Great Barbecues
Every Time.

Great Barbecues
Every Time.

KITCHENER
932 VICTORIA ST. N.,
(AT RIVER ROAD) 
519-578-0300

BRANTFORD
195 HENRY ST.
(NEXT TO CORA’S RESTAURANT)
519-750-1118

BARRIE
42 CAPLAN AVE.
(NEXT TO HOME DEPOT) 
705-719-1390

Your #1 source for the complete line-up of 
Broil King and Weber barbecues and accessories.

MON. TO FRI. 9-9, SATURDAY 9-6, SUNDAY 11-5



KITCHENS  •  BATHROOMS  •  BASEMENTS  •  WINDOWS  •  DOORS • STONE FIREPLACES • STONE WORK

HARDWOOD • CORK• CARPET • CERAMIC TILE • VINYL • LAMINATE

230 Bayview Drive, Unit 7, Barrie, ON L4N 4Y8
Ph: 705.727.0229

For additional inspiration, visit our websites;
www.agalleryoffloors.com • www.agalleryofrenovations.com 

YOUR CONNECTION TO
QUALITY FLOORING

We Specialize in

Renovating & Rebuilding
EXISTING Stairs

New & Covering EXISTING Stairs

Prefinishing and matching any
flooring colours for your

new stairs

We design and supply complete
kitchens and bathrooms to

compliment your home.

IMAGINE YOURSELF SURROUNDED BY

705.527.6116   •    www.pkbgroup.ca    •    i n fo@pkbgroup.ca

TRUE CRAFTSMANSHIP

165 County Rd. 6 South, Box 146
Perkinsfield, Ontario L0L 2J0

Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath has been 

in the business of making dream 

kitchens since 1997. All work is 

hand-crafted, custom-built to order 

every time. It is our goal to provide 

the excellence, craftsmanship and 

expertise our customers deserve.

We can't thank Mike enough for 
the professional and beautiful 
cra�smanship of all his work at 
our cottage. We couldn't be 

happier with every detail."
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e d i t o r ’ s  n o t e

TTHANK GOODNESS IT’S SUMMER. Of all the seasons, I 
find spring the most exhausting, simply because there is so much to do 
around the house in such a short time, especially in this climate.

The push is always on to clean up, fix what’s broken, paint whatever 
needs painting and prune, plant and pamper the gardens. The goal is to 
get the tough chores done in the spring so we can all sit back, relax and 
enjoy the all-too-short summer season with family and friends. 

After all, many people I’ve spoken to plan to stay closer to home this 
summer and entertain more, so sprucing up the place makes sense.

We are all so lucky to live near water. In this issue, we have two 
gorgeous waterfront homes, one old and recently renovated and one 
that’s brand new. 

Our feature home (page 38) takes us to a glorious location on 
Lake Couchiching in Orillia where owners Don Loader and Betty 
Mosher completed a beautiful renovation. When we arrived for the 
photo shoot, the landscape and gardening professionals were adding 
last-minute touch-ups and the driveway was getting a coat of sealant. 
Inside, the place was totally ready for a close-up, thanks to Don and 
Betty and designer Terri Clark.

The following week, on a warm, sunny day, we headed to Innisfil 
and a home on Kempenfelt Bay (page 22). Our hosts, Wayne and Tracy 
Ezekiel, were a delight. They own A.N.T. construction and their home 
is a testament to the wonderful work they do for their clients. We 
couldn’t have picked a better day for the shoot as we were able to meet 
Gary Friend, the Surrey, BC-based President of the Canadian Home 
Builders’ Association, who dropped in to see Wayne.

If you’re looking for a unique way to celebrate a milestone or a 
special event, you’ll love what Mark Adams has to offer (page 56). 
Mark creates incredible, intimate keepsakes called Tributes.

And do drop by Simply Country  (page 32) during your next trip to 
downtown Midland. What a fun place to shop for all your decorating 
needs.

Have a fabulous summer!

Georgette McCulloch, Editor-In-Chief
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com
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p u b l i s h e r ’ s  n o t e

AAFTER TWO YEARS OF PUBLISHING OUR HOMES in 
Simcoe County I can‘t help but feel that somehow we are quietly escaping 
this global economic meltdown. Working closely with local builders, 
renovators, and home decorators, I hear again and again that things are 
not so bad, and the constant news of global doom is misleading. 

It reminds me of a sign I saw in the lobby of an American hotel that 
said: ‘‘This hotel is no longer participating in the recession.” 

As OUR HOMES continues to grow thicker and find its way into 
the hands of more people across the county, our goal remains the same: 
To showcase the enormous talent that stands ready at our doorstep, 
or just down the street. 

I have always believed that the best and the brightest are among us, 
and we don‘t have to look far and wide to find an excellent product, 
or a talented artist, carpenter, or designer. 

By shopping close to home we get to know the people who are 
doing our building. We can talk to them directly if there is a problem, 
and thank them personally when we love what they’ve done. 

I think that’s how Simcoe County has remained strong. When we 
shop at home the money stays at home. It re-circulates at home and 
comes back to us. This notion of the 100-mile philosophy is not just 
good for the environment, it‘s good for our own economic health. 

Where these ideas converge is with the many government incentives 
offered to conserve energy in your home or start a renovation. When 
you shop locally, the staff and owners are eager to steer you toward 
those incentives and get you the rebates while they last.

So when the national news fills your living room with endless 
warnings of economic doom, just think of it as a reminder of what 
happens when we search far and wide to find what we already have at 
our doorstep, or just down the street. 

Have a great summer.

Jamie Jefferson, Publisher
jjefferson@ourhomesmagazine.com 

Granite
 Countertops
   and More
              
              

AWARD WINNING DESIGNS

CUSTOM FABRICATION

The #1 Choice for
Architects and

Designers

Visit our 
15,000 Sq.Ft. 
Showroom 
and Factory

Ph:      705.727.0096
Fax:    705.727.0097

672 Welham Rd., Barrie, ON L4N 9A1
www.dipietradesign.com

For the names
you know and trust...
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Dear Stephanie, 
I really liked your spring column on paint trends. My problem is 

picking colour combinations, specifically picking a wall colour that 
matches furniture and accessories. Could you give me some great 
combinations that will help in my décor decision making?

Susan R.

Stephanie Redmond replies:
Don’t just look at the colour of the furniture when choosing wall 

colours; consider the weight of the fabric as well. A sofa with a heavy 
fabric such as leather or chenille can take a deeper tone on the walls. 
A sofa upholstered in cotton or linen will look nice on a much softer 
wall. For that red wine leather sofa (heavy!), choose something with 
a little more depth. Same thing applies for your furniture. If you have 
traditional dark wood pieces, they may appear heavy against a white 
wall. Your furniture needs a stage that suits its style and feel.

Here are a few combination ideas:

1.	 EARTHY: Chocolate brown sofa + sage green pillows and throw +  
	 toffee colour leather chair + crisp white pillar candles 
	 • Paint solution: Pick up on the toffee colour and use a mid-tone  
	 burnt butter colour on the walls

2.	 SOPHISTICATED: Light earth-toned sofa + navy blue pillows +  
	 chunky woven baskets + cream cashmere throw 
	 • Paint solution: Mirror the sofa and pick a light neutral with  
	 a brown base

3.	 CALM: Cream linen curtains + light grey upholstery + metal side tables  
	 • Paint solution: Introduce a bit of color and choose a butter yellow  
	 or a light French blue on the walls

HINT: Take any element with colour into a space to see how it looks – a 
piece of clothing, a dish towel, a picture frame. This is an ideal way to 
test drive a colour without the long term commitment! 

Dear Stephanie,
We just installed new hardwood flooring throughout the main 

floor of our home. I would like to purchase some area rugs for the living 
room/dining room but I have no idea how to determine what size I 
need.  Is there a set standard? Should I buy two rugs for the same room 
or one big one?  I also don’t want to spend a fortune.

Janice C.

Stephanie Redmond replies:
The biggest mistake that people make with area rugs is going 

too small. A guideline to follow is that your furniture should sit 
comfortably on your area rug. You can inset the rug under the back of 
the sofa, but leave at least eight inches so that it doesn’t look like an 
error. If you have ample space, allow chairs to sit comfortably on the 
area rug. Don’t skimp. As far as one or two rugs go – if your space is 
very large or walls indent to decipher one room from another, then use 

two carpets in the same style. This gives the illusion of a larger space. 
If your space is quite small, use one large one to lengthen the room. 
Area rugs are not inexpensive and they are long term purchases. Make 
sure you inform your carpet dealer of what your needs are, whether 
you have children or pets, and your budget. Ask about stain resistance 
and edging details. 

HINT: Use green painter’s tape to tape out the size of the rug you think 
is right and then measure it!

Dear Stephanie,
How can I use framed mirrors to make a room look larger?
Charlene W.

Stephanie Redmond replies:
The options are endless, but I have one guideline: Place your mirror 

on a side wall, not on a wall facing an entry. You shouldn’t feel as though 
you are walking towards yourself every time you enter a room. 

A mirror will act as a window reflecting light into a space. Try a 
starburst above a fireplace or a slim framed mirror on a side wall. Line 
up two or three of the same mirror (horizontally or vertically) for an 
even more compelling reflection. Cluster small mirrors to add a fun 

sparkle, just as you would group a 
selection of your favourite family 
photos. Be bold! Don’t be afraid to 
use a large piece in a small space. 
This will add some much needed 
scale. Can’t find the right mirror? 
Visit a frame store and have one 
made that suits your décor. 

HINT: Have a friend hold up your 
pieces to see what the mirror will 
reflect once it’s hung. You don’t 
want to make holes in a wall only to 
discover that you can see your toilet 
from your living room sofa!  OH

a d v i c e

Designer  Stephanie  Redmond  answers  your  ques t ions.
If you need help, send your questions to stephanie@ourhomesmagazine.com 

The Landmark Environmental Group 
congratulates A.N.T. Construction and 
the Ezekiel Family on the completion of 

their beautiful home.

Jim Hosick MSc OALA, Principal
Barrie, Ontario

Tel (705) 719-0067 
Email: info@LEGroupLtd.com
Web: www.LEGroupLtd.com 

Our Firm has been providing 

distinctive landscape creations 

for over 15 years in the GTA and 

now in the Greater Barrie Area.

We specialize in landscape 

architecture and consulting 

arborist services for residence 

& business outdoor spaces.

We are proud members of the 

Ontario Association of

Landscape Architects and 

the International Society 

of Arborists.
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s t y l e  p i c k s

OOur summer Style Picks will look great in your home or cottage.

“The simplest things give me ideas.” 
– Joan Miro

BRADFORD 
GREENHOUSES 
GARDEN GALLERY
(2) Padded Sling Chair
A new, comfortable twist 
on the ever-popular 
patio sling chair, made 
by Woodard Furniture. 
Bradford Greenhouses 
has a huge selection 
of outdoor furniture in 
every price range. 
4346 County Rd. 90
R.R. #2 
Barrie
705.725.9913

SEASONS
(1) Blue Heron
Add some fun and colour 
to your garden with 
this metal sculpture. 
You’ll find lots of unique, 
affordable gifts and 
décor items at this 
amazing store.
1590 Horseshoe Valley Rd. E.
Near Orillia
705.329.4650

1

2

Continued on page 18

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX l a  m o q u e t t e

Furniture

Fine Rugs

Home Décor

Design
Services

8 Essa Road, Barrie, ON
705-7265604 • www.lamoquette.ca  
Open Monday to Friday from 10am to 5pm

Saturdays from 10am to 4pm

(Parking at rear off Tif fin)

Exclusive to Barrie
Certified

Martha Stewart Signature
Furniture dealer

between the 12th and 13th line of Oro-Medonte
Open Daily 10am to 5pm, including Sunday - closed Mondays

Largest Gift Store in the Area featuring unique home and garden decor.
  New stock of Purses and Jewelry.

Plant Holders Pot Stakes Fountains Garden Art
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s t y l e  p i c k s

MURO’S FURNISHINGS 
(8) Contemporary Side Chair
This chair, by Perri Fine Furniture, will look stunning 
in your living room. At Munro’s you can pick your 
style, wood stain and your fabric.
2060 Commerce Park Dr.
Innisfil
705.436.5535 OH

TA APPLIANCES
(7) Weber Table Top Grill
Good for home or away games, picnics, 
the cottage or RV. This charcoal grill fits in 
the trunk or hatch of your vehicle. It’s also 
available in propane gas. 
42 Caplan Ave. 
Barrie
705.719.1390

RAFTERS	
LIVING LIGHTING 	
HOME DÉCOR
(6) Shaded Crystal Chandelier
Add some glamour to your dining room. This 
fixture, by Artcraft, comes in white or black. It’s 
a modern take on an old favourite.
42 Caplan Ave.
Barrie
705.721.9854

GP MASONRY & 	
LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES
(3) Dutch Quality Stone
Capture the raw beauty of stone and create 
something magnificent, inside or out. We’re 
showing you Sienna Dry Stack but it comes in lots 
of colours. 
1319 Bayfield St. N.
Midhurst
705.726.2321

LA MOQUETTE
(5) Fragrant Sticks
Simple and clean scents for your home by Lothantique 
of France. Available in six fragrances: Green Tea, Citrus 
Fruits, Papaya, White Tea, Rhubarb and Cedar.
8 Essa Rd. 
Barrie
705.726.5604

CABIN BOY
(4) Custom Signs 
These summer signs say it all. Pick a theme 
and make it fit your home, cottage or chalet. 
Lots to choose from and your friends will 
want one too!
251 King St.
Midland
705.527.1627

3

4

5

6

7

8
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30 Yea� � 
Su�rior
Canadian
Cra�smanship

73 Morrow Rd.
Barrie, Ontario L4N 3V7

705-722-7775
batemanfurniture@bellnet.ca
www.batemanfurniture.ca Designers & Builders of

Custom Furniture & Cabinetry NO
 M

D
F  
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Branded...Integrity!

visit our showroom
41 Commerce Park Drive, Unit D, Barrie, Ontario
705-725-8111  •  www.decola.ca

Pella Corporation is one of the world’s 
leading manufacturers of premium-
quality window and door products. The 
Pella brand offers a full range of quality 
residential and commercial products 
under distinct product lines crafted from 
wood: Architect Series®, Designer Series® 
and ProLine®.

Recipient of the J.D. Power and Associates award 
for Highest in Customer Satisfaction among 
Window and Door Manufacturers.



h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

Sunshine  and Happiness
BY  KATHLEEN  DUNCAN //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY
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h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

For many couples whose children have 
reached the age of majority, it’s time to 
embrace the concept of downsizing.

But Wayne and Tracy Ezekiel have no intention of succumbing to 
empty-nest syndrome quite yet.

Instead, they worked with daughter Aaryn, 19, and son Norm, 18, to 
create a beautiful, functional and inviting setting that would encourage 
both university students to return to the roost as often as possible.

“We wanted to provide them with some space of their own, while 
staying together as a family,” Wayne recalls. “They’re not ready to move 
out permanently yet, so we created an environment that works well for 

the family at this time in its evolution.”
Last year the family vacated a Barrie house less than half the size of 

their new 6,000-sq. ft. custom home. The stone and stucco residence is 
nestled amid four acres of mature maple and hemlock forest. The Innisfil 
property lays claim to 285 feet of waterfront along Kempenfelt Bay’s 
rugged south shore. 

Moving in before the construction was complete didn’t faze the 
Ezekiels, who are no strangers to drywall dust. Wayne has spent the past 
decade building A.N.T. Construction (named after his family), a Tarion-
registered and Energy Star-approved custom-home builder in the region.

This project would not only shelter his family, but also house and 
showcase his business.

“I was definitely going for the wow-factor,” he says, “but this is a house 
to be lived in first and foremost.” Continued on page 26

OPPOSITE PAGE: The grand 
entrance to the Ezekiel home 
is surrounded by beautifully 
landscaped grounds and a 
soothing waterfall that empties 
into a pond.
 
LEFT: The foyer inside is just 	
as grand and welcoming.
 
BELOW: The Ezekiel family: 	
Aaryn, Wayne, Norm and Tracy.
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Tracy teamed up with Guy Dumas of The Design House to develop 
the drawings. She wanted to combine elegance with the casual comfort 
of a cottage to provide a warm welcome for friends and family.

“We’re very social people,” Wayne smiles.
The contemporary style of the home is flavoured with European 

touches in the front foyer. It incorporates columns, stained glass and 
ribbons of stylized plaster mouldings by EFP Designs. Separated from 
this entranceway by an iron-trimmed catwalk and a circular stairway is a 
colonial country living room featuring massive windows cradled under a 
30-foot arched dormer. With no need for drapes, the window frames the 
ever-moving artwork that is the view of the bay.

In fact, thanks to 40 large windows throughout the house (supplied by 
Casa Bella Windows), glorious natural vistas abound in every direction.

The soaring space is balanced by the cultured stone fireplace by 
Minty Carter Masonry, offset by a hand-crafted maple mantel by E.R. 
Woodworking’s Ermes Ricetto. Far above, two chimneys add palatial 
interest to a complicated roofline. The combination cross-hipped roof is 
further embellished by a collection of gables and dormers.

“It’s a very intricate design that took a lot of on-site measuring,” says 
Wayne. “It wasn’t a simple truss package that was shipped in. Tarpin 
Lumber was a great help with this.”

It would have been simpler to raise the roof to incorporate a full second 
storey, but the beauty and intrigue would have been lost. Instead, Norm’s 
bedroom and Aaryn’s en suite bathroom are built into the corners of the 
roof and benefit from the character of sloped ceilings, and the charm of 
surprise nooks and crannies.

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

Continued on page 28

TOP RIGHT: The living room, located 
off the foyer, flows into the kitchen. 

The stone fireplace is the focal point 
in this comfortable room.

 
MIDDLE: Wayne Ezekiel, principal of 
A.N.T. Construction, talks business 
with Gary Friend, President of the 

Canadian Home Builders’ Association.
 

FAR RIGHT: The staircase spirals up 
to the kids’ bedrooms and down to the 

lower level. The curves, iron spindles 
and hardwood make this a stunning 

feature in this traditional home.
 

RIGHT: The lovely main floor powder 
room has a curved, rectangular vessel 

sink and a wall-mounted faucet.

The kitchen is bright, furnished with 
the latest appliances and designed to 
accommodate a busy family.
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The delightful icing on this architectural cake is the passage near 
the home-theatre room the young adults share. State-of-the-art 
Audiotronic equipment distracts from a discreet entrance to a low-
slung tunnel that eventually opens to a full-sized retreat worthy of its  
medieval predecessors.

Another nod to the splendour of castles can be found in the curved 
partitions and rounded corners incorporated by interior designer Yvonne 
Nielan of Innovative Designs. The flowing curvature in the mahogany-
tinted walls in the guest powder room is complemented by stone accents 
to generate the old-world romance of a turret garret.

Mod-cons abound, however, in the Astro Kitchens showpiece next 
door that boasts a tumbled-marble backsplash, textured-glass cabinet 
inserts, and an oversized granite-topped island, by Yanish Gruszka of 
Stontario. Here, and throughout the house, C.R.M. Mechanical sourced 
plumbing fixtures to heighten aesthetics while adding luxurious comfort 
and fingertip convenience.

Adjoining the kitchen space are the dining room and a sitting area that 
are lit by 34 pot lights embedded in a unique coffered ceiling accented 
with recessed panels of tongue-in-groove hardwood. Monarch Electric 
added to the mood with an integrated computer system that includes 
pre-set lighting levels for any occasion.

This open-concept great room opens to patio gardens that transition 

from carefully cultured plantings close to the house, to the ordered chaos 
that is the natural surrounding.

“Tracy and I love to walk around here,” Wayne says. “We’ve seen deer, 
foxes and lots of wild turkeys.”

The front gardens are highlighted by a unique four-waterfall pond system. 
The massive stone sculpture was designed and built by Harry Jansma 
Landscaping (with materials from Atlas Block and Brayford Sod Farms) 
to incorporate several of the lofty maple trees that started life as seedlings in 
the 1800s. Planting by Landmark Environmental Group Ltd.

Another opportunity to turn a challenge into a positive was managing 
the steep downgrade from the road. The teams from Eplett & Worobec 
Land Surveyors and Rumball Excavating helped to create the long, 
winding and visually appealing driveway.

But it’s the non-artistic additions that make this home a success. In Aaryn’s 
quiet room, her beloved snowboard awaits the attention another winter will 
bring. In an unfinished corner of the basement, Norm’s hockey net sits with a 
collection of pucks in its depths ready for the next practice session.

Meanwhile, Wayne continues to build custom homes, and registered 
nurse Tracy attends patients in the emergency room of Barrie’s Royal 
Victoria Hospital.

But soon they will all return, as planned, to their cosy cottage castle 
to rekindle the family home fires together.  OH

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

The view from the lake.

OPPOSTIE PAGE:

TOP LEFT: The cosy entrance to 	
the A.N.T. Construction offices.

 
TOP MIDDLE: The waterfall and 

pond is a fabulous addition to this 
spectacular home.

 
TOP RIGHT: The theatre room,by 
Audiotronic, is located upstairs, 

just down the hall from Aaryn and 
Norm’s rooms.

Wayne and Tracy’s master bedroom is 
special. Its location in a large area to 

the right of the entrance provides lots 
of windows and a walk-out to the lake. 

BOTTOM LEFT: Aaryn, home from 
university, relaxes in her funky but 

feminine room.
 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Norm studies in his 
room. An exceptional hockey player, 
Norm is off to university next year.
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705-734-2400 531 Bayfield St.,Barrie  
(Beside the Beer Store)

experience you can trust - installation you can depend on
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H O M E  T H E A T R E  S O L U T I O N S
Experience movies like never before in the comfort of your own home. Whether you are looking for the 
ultimate private cinema or want to make a surround system blend into your living room decor, Audiotronic’s 
design team has the answer.    

A U D I O  S Y S T E M S
We understand how important music is to your everyday life. Whether you are looking to recreate the 
excitement of your � rst concert or enjoy background music in every room of your home with an easy to use 
interface, Audiotronic can design the perfect system for your lifestyle and budget.      

W H O L E  H O M E  C O N T R O L
Whole home control lets you do more than just indulge in luxury with the simple press of one button. A 
well designed system will provide your family with the ambience, security, comfort, and energy savings  
you desire. Control your entire home with a simple to use interface from anywhere in your home, at your 
o�  ce, or even half way around the world!     

3477 - 10th Line
Stroud, ON L9S 3P9

(705) 431-2504
1-888-436-9999

Cornerstone is a landscape 
supplier open to both 

residential customers and 
commercial contractors, 

located on 33 acres
near Barrie.

We supply;
Soils • Mulches
Sand & Gravel
Natural Stone

Rockery
and more!

A VERY ORIGINAL DELIVERY SYSTEM!
Up to 2 products in one delivery
Over 50 products available
No more messy driveways
Licensed by M.O.E.

®

• Premium grade topsoil mixes
• Our famous                           

• All Topsoil maunufactured at our own processing plant

®

We assure the highest quality through
strict control of the screening process

Innis�l Beach Rd.

Mapleview Rd.

10th Line

40
0

N

S

EXIT AT
INNISFIL OR
MAPLEVIEW
(NO EXIT AT
10TH LINE)

It’s a Bountiful Thing



c o m f o r t  z o n e

THE PLACE: Simply Country is a fabulous 

destination in downtown Midland for all your 

home décor needs. Brent and Yvonne Howell 

have created a retail space that offers loyal 

customers a huge selection of fine, affordable 

furniture and accessories for every room 

of your home, including your garden and 

patio. Look for fun and thoughtful gift ideas 

throughout the store.

THE STYLE: An eclectic mix of quality 

country and traditional furniture, accessories 

and gifts for all occasions.

IN A NUTSHELL: Don’t let the name 

Simply Country fool you. You’ll find every style 

of furniture in this huge, recently expanded 

retail space. Top-brand Canadian furniture 

suppliers include Decor-Rest, Superstyle, 

Elran, Dutalier and Pel, as well as other top-

brand suppliers including Ashley Furniture, 

Van Dam, Reemka and more! Simply Country 

also offers solid hand-crafted furniture made 

by Mennonites of St. Jacobs. There is truly 

something for everyone. “So don’t judge a 

book by its cover,” says Ashley Howell. “We 

have updated and changed with the times and 

the industry. ” 

Simply Country

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Continued on page 34

Put the freeze on your home 
cooling bills this summer.

DID YOU KNOW?
Over 15% of the energy 
consumed by Canadians will 
go to cooling our homes. It’s 
time to give your air 
conditioner a break. The right 
insulation and air sealing 
solution will keep cool air in 
and hot humid air out!

GREAT NORTHERN 
INSULATION HAS YOUR
SOLUTION
• Call for a free, no-obligations   
   assessment of your home.
• Enjoy increased comfort and 
   home energy savings year 
   round.
• Save with government 
   financial incentives of up to 
   $10,000. There’s no better 
   time than now!
• Relax with the help of Great 
   Northern Insulation. The 
   industry leader for over 30 
   years!  

Call us at 1-800-265-1914 or 
visit us online at www.gni.ca

Seasons change. 
Home comfort shouldn’t.

GREAT NORTHERN
INSULATION

(705) 721-9854 • 42 Caplan Ave., Barrie 
(Located next to Home Depot) 

Save 15% on eligible purchaSeS with the home renovation tax credit
viSit uS at www.livinglighting.com/hrtc for detailS

Affordable updates
are a breeze. 

The stunning new Explorer fan by Monte Carlo is designed with “Extreme Green” motor 
technology – delivering ultra energy efficiency, superior performance and distinctive styling 
for today’s modern sensibilities. Plus it features ambient lighting from its independently 
controlled uplight; a removable downlight; and a full function wall remote to control it all. 
There’s no better way to freshen up your home – without depleting your pocketbook.
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c o m f o r t  z o n e

THE ANGLE: Simply Country has been 

around for 16 years, including 12 at this 

location. The Howells expanded the space in 

October to make room for a wide selection 

of Mennonite-made beds, harvest tables, 

buffets and hutches. The new room also 

includes a kitchen area offering serving 

pieces, gourmet food items and staples for the 

hub of your home. It’s an added bonus to this 

ever-changing store.

UNIQUE: The selection is what makes 

Simply Country simply irresistible. Happy 

customers pop in on a regular basis to browse 

the accessories and giftware aisles. Here you’ll 

find candles, picture frames, fun signs, baby, 

birthday and anniversary gifts plus all kinds 

of seasonal items. You’ll find just the right 

accent for your kitchen, living room, bathroom 

or bedroom. Simply Country also has a Bridal 

Registry for a bride-to-be’s must haves.

FAVOURITES: Lampe Berger fragrance 

lamps. These lamps, from Paris, destroy 

odours and bacteria in the air and increase 

the oxygen levels while adding a wonderful 

aroma throughout your home. Fun cottage 

accessories are also very popular at this time 

of year. Don’t forget the wide selection of sofas, 

chairs, ottomans and dining room furniture.

MISSION: Clients value Simply Country’s 

variety and personal service. It’s a one-stop 

shop for all your home décor needs. “And we still 

write personal thank-you cards,” adds Ashley. 

GET THERE:	323 King St.

	 Midland

	 705.526.7630  OH

950 Shoreview Drive, Innisfil, Ontario, L9S 5A7

BUS:  (705) 431-2268 • www.antconstruction.ca

Bring Us Your Dream...
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20
YEARS

We’ll Build It!

• Exceptional Quality, Outstanding Designs
• Custom Luxury Additions
• Complete Contracting and Commercial Services

Designe� Plus
KITCHEN & BATHS

Kitchen & BathRenovations • Custom Design Cabinetry
Since 1976

Visit Our Showroom at
35 Cedar Pointe Drive, Unit 33, Barrie

Ph: (705) 726-9861

Let Designers Plus add beauty and function
to every room in your home.

Not Just Kitchens

Entertainment Room • Home Office
Library • Butler’s Pantry
Bedrooms • Bathrooms

Walk-in Closets • Laundry Room
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Dream
Kitchens & Baths 

at Prices that Won’t Give You Nightmares

Giving you back
your independence.

70 5 . 7 2 2 . 3 3 5 5  |  1- 8 0 0 - 2 4 2 - 8 0 8 7
1585 Hwy 11 North, Shanty Bay
 (Just 7kms N of Barrie on the east side of Hwy 11N - Gasoline Alley)

w w w . k i t c h e n a n d b a t h d e s i g n h o u s e . c o m

F r o m  O u r  H o u s e  t o  Y o u r  H o m e  a t  a  P r i c e  Y o u ’ l l   ♥  L o v e

Visit our 2500 sq. ft. showroom

Appliances

Floor Warming

Systems
GRANITE

AquaBrass

B A T H S

Summer 
Sale 

now on

55%
 

Thermo 
Foils

off

Special In-store 

pricing on Caml 

Tomlin baths

$219,900
starting at

Uniquely Designed
three level townhomes 

with lower level walkouts 
& Detached Garages

$189,900
starting at

Detached
Bungalows
& Bungalows
with Loft

Luxury Waterside Townhomes & Bungalows Overlooking Penetanguishene Harbour

Sales & Design Center

705.549.1818

Two NEW Model Homes now available for viewing
11-5 Thursday to Monday (closed Tues. & Wed.)

at 3 Grew Circle (Directly across from 200 Fox Street) Penetanguishene 

Acres of meticulously landscaped grounds and breathtaking panoramic views of Penetanguishene 
Harbour play host to the rare lifestyle Community of The Village at Bay Moorings

Residential Land Lease with Care Free Maintenance Program including inground heated pool, tennis 
courts, health spa and �tness centre and discounted amenities at Bay Moorings Marina, a full-service 
marine facility.

Designated Greenbelt and Nature trails throughout, ideal for biking, jogging or sunset walks.

info@thevillageatbaymoorings.com
www.thevillageatbaymoorings.com

Leading the way in
Canadian Lifestyle 
Communities

6 Floorplans available Bungalows and Towns



f e a t u r e

BY  L I SA  VAN  KOLFSCHOTEN  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

A TOP TO TOELakeside Makeover
Don Loader and Betty Mosher plan 
to sit back and enjoy the summer in 
their elegant, beautifully renovated 
ranch-style home, nestled on the shore 
of Lake Couchiching in Orillia. Continued on page 40

The path from the side of the home 
leads past a waterfall and down to 
the lake.  
 
LEFT: The family room is sleek and 
inviting with custom sofas, bright 
accessories, a stunning glass table 
and a new flat-screen TV.
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A top-to-bottom, inside-and-out renovation began 10 months ago on the 
home they purchased together following their wedding in the fall of 2007.

“We thought it would be nice to choose a new home together and 
make it our own,” Mosher explains, adding a major makeover wasn’t part 
of their original plan. 

“Initially, when we looked at the house, we anticipated only minor 
changes,” Mosher remembers. “However, after we moved in, we decided 
to add a modern touch to the traditional design.” 

The couple contacted design expert Terri Clark of Terri Clark 
Interiors to help transform the 4,800 sq. ft. home’s interior and help finish 
what the previous owners started. The large kitchen was new and the couple 
loved the chocolate brown cabinetry, complementary granite counters and 
tumbled marble, subway-tiled backsplash. However, the modern kitchen 
was a contrast to the rest of the layout. 

General Contractor Dan Morris of D.P. Morris Construction, integral 
to the team, was brought in to work on much-need structural changes.

With Clark’s eye for detail and Morris’s know-how, the team set out 
to update every facet of the sprawling home. Bathrooms were gutted, new 
windows and doors were installed, old blinds were replaced with new 
(Thomas Ranton, Labar Sales and Distribution) while every wall 
received a new coat of paint (Win Chase, Colour Concepts) and the 
landscape outside changed too.

Clark helped the couple by selecting new furniture that included 
custom sofas and chairs in the living room, family room and master 
bedroom. Fabrics, wallpaper and accessories were carefully chosen for 
balance, texture and warmth. She designed floor plans and ensured just 
the right flow from one room to the next. Ellen Soloy of Ridgewest 
helped select key accessories.

f e a t u r e

The dining room is sophisticated and colourful 
with its Arts-and-Crafts style furniture and a 
gorgeous Persian rug.
 
OPPOSITE PAGE:
 
LEFT: A lot of care and attention was paid 	
to the landscaping and outdoor décor. 
The porch has a natural stone finish by 
Darlinghurst Construction.
 
TOP RIGHT: Two large iron geese in flight 
greet visitors to this waterfront home.
 
MIDDLE RIGHT: Enter through double doors 
to the foyer. The open staircase leads to the 
beautifully re-finished basement.
 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Designer Terri Clark and 
General Contractor Dan Morris loved working 
on this home and are thrilled with the results.

Continued on page 42
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A princess staircase takes you to the double-entry doors and into 
the foyer, where a marble facade is the immediate focal point. Original 
to the house, the expansive wall runs from the ceiling to the floor in the 
basement. A winding oak staircase takes you to the lower level.

Both stunning and functional, the facade is double-sided and flows 
into the calm, relaxing main floor den. Two plush custom mocha sofas, 
separated by a glass-top cherry coffee table, face each other in the centre 
of the room. Red is the accent colour here, found in floral-print throw 
pillows, and glass accessories, which sit atop an HDTV stand set up 
against a warm, wood-paneled wall that anchors a flat screen TV. A new 
gas fireplace from Napoleon Home Comfort is the focus on the other 
side of the marble wall.

The den leads into the previously renovated kitchen. Mosher says the 
kitchen received a fresh coat of paint and a custom valance for the window 
over the sink, which faces the lake.

The kitchen leads into the dining room. A warm glow fills the space. 

Here, Sandy Ward of Drift Design helped select the blue and rose fabric 
on the chairs around the Arts-and-Crafts-style dining set and buffet. She 
also helped pick the bright blue and red floral antique Persian area rugs 
that cover the floors in the dining room and adjacent living room. 

A modern chandelier, a shade wrapped in gold and wall sconces on 
dimmers set the mood in the room. The adjoining living room is irresistible 
with its sleek custom sofa and arm chairs. A large electric blue ottoman 
sits comfortably in the front bay window. The earth-toned walls are 
the perfect backdrop for vibrant, eclectic paintings by José Valverde, of 
Chester, N.S. Valverde is featured throughout the home. 

Fresh, contemporary seasonal and silk flower arrangements (Street’s 
Flower Shop) are breathtakingly beautiful and are strategically placed 
throughout the main living areas. 

The previously replaced oak hardwood floors, which cover most of 
the main level, lead down a long hallway, through the foyer to the master 
suite, a guest room and a full bathroom. 

“Terri is cutting edge,” Loader says. “She’s very professional and she 
consulted with us every step of the way and she had some great ideas.”

Hot & Cool Air Services provided two new furnaces, air conditioning and a 
hot water tank. SGO Designer Glass added a new design to the Pella windows 
in the living room, dining room, den, at the front door and the garage.

“We pulled the home out of 1989 and brought it into 2010,” says Morris 
as he marvels at the total transformation. 

Electronic Lifesyles reconnected an automated audio system 
throughout the home and installed new 46-inch and 50-inch flat screen 
TVs and two smaller screens for the kitchen and office.

Situated on a cul-de-sac, the white brick ranch stands out on this 
desirable lane with its newly stained, stamped-concrete circular driveway 
and a natural stone porch in Stoneworx by Darlinghurst Construction. 
New gardens, designed and planted by Lexi Dearborn of Dearborn 
Designs, frame the home’s gracious exterior. To the left of the entrance, 
two large metal Canadian geese in flight (Northern Iron) greet visitors.

f e a t u r e

While distinctly 
contemporary, the kitchen 
is what started the whole 

renovation. It was new 
when Don and Betty moved 
in and they decided to add 	

a new look to the rest of 
the home.

 
RIGHT: The living room 

is decidedly elegant and 
inspiring. Most of the 

furniture is neutral while 
the accessories, including 

an electric blue ottoman 
and the Persian rug, add a 

burst of colour.

BELOW: This window, to 
the right of the entrance, 
is dressed up. The flowers 
throughout the home are 

the finishing touch.

Continued on page 45
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The master is relaxed and elegant. The king-sized bed and two side 
tables rest in front of a wall covered in paper with a forest motif. The soft 
turquoise and sand tones complement each other, with luxurious bedding 
to match. A functional, walk-in closet by Kwik Kloset keeps the couple’s 
clothes organized and out of sight.

This tranquil theme continues through a frosted glass door into the 
master en suite transformed by Morris and his crew with fixtures from 
Bathworks. With a separate shower, a jet tub and his-and-her sinks, it’s 
a little slice of heaven. The view of the lake outside the master window 
is spectacular. 

The basement is made for entertaining. It houses two additional 
bedrooms (one which currently serves as an office), two full bathrooms, 
a massive family room and a second kitchen. Two sets of doors open onto 
the covered verandah, with an outdoor kitchen, and steps take you down 
to the lake.

Fresh paint, new almond coloured berber carpet and large, vanilla, 
rectangular porcelain tiles update the space. The kitchen received an 
eco-friendly facelift with newly-sprayed countertops, door and drawer 
handles from Eco Countertops. 

f e a t u r e

BELOW: The master 
bedroom is serene 
and inviting. It’s 	
a luxurious place 	
to rest.
 
LEFT: Double sinks 
in this bathroom add 
personal space.
 
Right: The view up 
the staircase from 
the lower level.

Continued on page 46
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Across the room, a built-in oak shelf was modernized with a coat 
of charcoal paint to match the bulkhead, making it a focal point while 
emphasizing the marble facade that extends into the basement. 

Warm coral and pink tones were introduced into the expansive family 
room, through newly-covered, down-filled seat cushions. “Betty wanted 
to move away from the house being too formal,” Clark says. “She wanted 
a warm, cosy house,” and fun, inviting fabrics do the trick.

Outside, the lakeside yard was overhauled by Dearborn Designs to 
improve its functionality and style. A peaceful, newly-installed waterfall 
follows you partially down the limestone steps. Further down the stairs, 
large perennial flower beds have been built into the natural hillside. On 
the far side, closer to the water’s edge, sits a new fire pit, an ideal place for 
outdoor summer gatherings. A wooden dock extends out onto the water.

Loader and Mosher can now settle down for the summer and enjoy 
their new home. After a quick recap on the experience, Loader says, “Was 
it worth it?” There’s no hesitation. “Yes, thanks to a great team!”  OH

f e a t u r e

TOP RIGHT: The basement kitchen received a 
splendid but inexpensive re-do by Eco Countertops. 
The huge basement is a prime spot for entertaining 
with a walkout to a covered verandah with a built-in 

barbecue and easy access to the beach and dock.
 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Don and Betty enjoy their morning 
coffee down by the water on a warm, sunny day.

 
BELOW: The view of the home from the dock.

Manufactured by
HARDWOOD FLOOR GALLERY Inc.

131 Saunders Road, Unit #7
Barrie, Ontario L4N 9A7

Tel: 705.737.0577 • Fax: 705-737-0577 ext.2
www.hardwoodfloorgallery.ca

PREFINISHED CUSTOM WIDE PLANKS

CUSTOMIZED WIDTHS AND LENGTHS

CUSTOMIZED STAINS

SOLID

ENGINEERED

RECLAIMED

TM
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Simply Country
simply comfortable, simply affordable

Dealing with
leading Canadian 
Manufacturers such 
as Decor-Rest™, 
Superstyle™, El Ran™  
and many of the  
Waterloo Mennonites 
for solid pine, oak 
and maple pieces.

We have a large gift  
and accessory area for 
personalizing your 
home or retreat.

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

705.526.7630
323 King Street
Midland Ontario

At Divine Designs, we believe
not just a trade.“Craftsmanship is an Art”

commitment
to you.

Our

111 Saunders Road, Unit 1
Barrie Ontario L4N 9A7

(705) 730-7636
www.divinekitchens.yp.ca



IIt’s been humbling to discover that one 
of the most expensive items in the never-
ending project of improving our old home has 
been human error – not the architect’s, not the 
contractor’s, not the electrician’s or the plumber’s, but 
my own. I could probably place a dollar value on how 
much I’ve cost myself, but it would be too depressing. Just 
thinking about it makes me cringe. 

When we bought the building – a mid-19th century commercial structure – the previous owner had 
already begun the saga of turning it into a modern dwelling. Then he’d run out of money. Or maybe the sheer 
magnitude of the work had ground him down and he’d given up in despair. There were even rumours that 
marital strife had led him to sell – a not unknown consequence of renovations that go on for too long. 
Whatever it was, we showed up, and his last straw became our call to arms. 

g r e e n  l i v i n g

SOAKED!
IS THERE A SIMPLE SOLUTION  
TO SOARING WATER COSTS?

BY  PAUL  W ILSON

Continued on page 52
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We discovered, among other things, that he’d roughed in two 
separate waste water collection systems, one for the toilets and one 
for all the rest – from the sinks, the showers, the washing machines, 
the dishwasher, the bathtubs. Though I didn’t know it at the time, 
he’d actually created the infrastructure for what we would now call a 
“grey water system.” The “black water” from the toilets would go into 
the holding tank, and all the rest – contaminated by little more than 
hair, grease, and soapy residue – would go its separate way, in this case, 
through a pipe and straight into the river at the bottom of the garden. 
It would clearly have been both illegal and harmful and, feeling very 
righteous, we ripped out the secondary system and rerouted all the 
plumbing to the holding tank.

Twelve years and thousands of dollars later, it pains me to admit that 
the former owner was, perhaps without knowing it, a visionary. Today, 
a growing number of householders and cottagers in water-rich Ontario 
are discovering what hundreds of thousands in arid regions like the 
American southwest or Australia or in places like Japan, already know: 
that separating grey water from black water is one of the best things you 
can do to conserve water, take pressure off overloaded sewage treatment 
systems and save yourself money while helping the environment.

There are several ways, all of them legal, to benefit from grey water. 
The most straightforward is to redirect your domestic grey water to an 
indoor tank that will filter out impurities, chlorinate it and then pump 
it back to the toilets for flushing. This way you get double mileage out 
of your grey water, which in most households accounts for about 70 
per cent of the total water usage. There’s a Canadian-designed system 

called the Brac that will do just this. Chris Thompson, who sells it 
through his company, The Install Team (www.theinstallteam.com), 
has retrofitted his Barrie home with a Brac, and he reports that in the 
past 12 months, his five-member household saved about 100,000 litres 
of water. If the pattern holds, it will net him $300 in savings next year, 
and if the cost of water continues to rise at the current rate, his Brac 
system will have paid for itself in five years. 

Denis Orendt, executive director of the Ontario Onsite Wastewater 
Association, confirms that interest in grey water systems is surging in 
Ontario. Orendt’s company, eco-work (www.eco-work.ca), is involved 
in both residential and larger projects. The CNE, the Royal Botanical 
Gardens in Hamilton, Trent University and some summer camps, like 
Camp Kawartha, are installing grey water reuse systems, some of them 
in conjunction with new rainwater collecting systems that lessen the 
demand for municipal water even further. And some homebuilders in 
Oshawa, Newmarket and Owen Sound are preinstalling the Brac, or 
similar systems, in their new housing.

David Brezer, director of Building and Development with the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, told me that the Ontario 
Building Code, revised in 2006, is the first in Canada to provide specific 
guidelines for grey water recovery systems. Brezer says the changes have 
been driven, in part, by a heightened interest in such systems, but also by 
hopes that the new Code will drive innovation in the field. 

Section 8, for instance, lays down the minimum legal requirements 
for another type of dispersal system, officially called a Class 2 Sewage 
System, but more commonly known as a “leaching pit.” For those like 
myself, with an older home on an appropriately sized piece of property, 
this system may be the best choice. If the flow of grey water from your 
home does not exceed 1,000 litres a day, you can run it outside into a 
specially constructed pit. From there, the water will leach into the 
topsoil and be purified by the action of microbes and plants in the soil. 
The system is both legal and safe, as long as setback and construction 
guidelines are followed. (Further information at www.ontario.ca/
buildingcode or 416-585-6666.)

Although it’s hard to find anything seriously f lawed about 
modern grey water systems, the battle to gain them acceptance is just 
beginning. Many inspectors are nervous about requests for permits 
and some municipal officials are even hostile to the idea, apparently 
believing that a boom in grey water systems would mean reduced 
water revenue for them. It’s a short-sighted view, especially given the 
increasing pressure on our water and sewage treatment plants. Some 
cities, like Guelph, have been quicker to recognize the benefits and are 
offering rebates to residents who install approved systems, something 
Denis Orendt believes the province and the federal government should 
take up as well.

Grey water systems aren’t the sexiest fare on the eco-menu but they 
may well be the next big thing. From now on, my mantra is: Grey is 
the new Green. I will be repeating it often as I continue to shell out to 
rectify the stupid mistake I made so many years ago.  OH

Paul Wilson is a writer, editor and translator who lives full time in rural 
Ontario. He can be reached at paul.heathcote@sympatico.ca.

“From now on, my mantra 
is: Grey is the new Green”

g r e e n  l i v i n g
EcoRefinish your old

countertop, cabinets or
tile backsplash

- Sprays on your existing surfaces
- Waterborne environmentally friendly
- 5 Year residential warranty on the finish!
- Over 30 beautiful durable colours
- A fraction of the price of replacing
- Completed in a day

705.345.3102
barrie@ecocountertops.ca

www.ecocountertops.ca
Exclusive Cabinetry for over 20 Years

Tim Kennedy Designer ~ Cabinetmaker
705-322-6001

wyewood@rogers.com  •  150 Conc. 5 West, Wyevale, ON  L0L 2T0

Kitchens  ~  Vanities  ~  Mantels  ~  Bars
Entertainment Units  ~  Fine Furniture

Custom Wood Turnings
We can build to match your existing furniture.

Kitchens  ~  Vanities  ~  Mantels  ~  Bars
Entertainment Units  ~  Fine Furniture

Custom Wood Turnings
We can build to match your existing furniture.
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Own your own OUR HOMES magazine!

Visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com 
click on franchise opportunities. 

Or call 705.445.3392. 

Join our happy and successful  
team and create maximum value 
for your advertisers and readers.

Franchise  
Opportunities Available.

ourhomes
Style • comfort • IdeaS • real eState  

Creating value, creating opportunities

8 new Style PickS

w i nter  20 08

lakeside living – built for all seasons
wired For Fun 
Clean naturally
 

Winter Pleasures 

www.ourhomesmagazine.com
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com

     A Town &   Country
       Christmas

meet the
designers

100 years of
water

& power
plus

Fabulous Winter Urns 
Filled with Foraged Finds

3 beAutiFuL 
homes

S p r i n g  2 0 0 8

Songs of Spring

pLUS alluring Style PickS 
for your home

attract birds to your backyard
come inside a polished new home in port elgin
and preserving the past in southampton

www.ourhomesmagazine.com

New

OH_GB_S08pgs1_25 vb2.indd   1 3/25/08   6:45:27 AM

www.ourhomesmagazine.com

W i n t e r  2 0 0 8

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/algoma

Premiere Issue

plus
6 sensational Style PickS 2 Beautiful 

homes

In The City
On The Water
A Fine ArTIsT

IslAnd ComFort

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
89 Rawson Ave. 

Barrie, ON 

705-728-5406 • www.yanchheating.com

Purchases Qualify for Home Renovation 
Tax Credit of up to $1350.00 

* High E�ciency Systems installed with 
$0 Down & LOW Monthly Payments, OAC

Reduce your Energy Costs by up to 40% 

Your Hometown Comfort Team Since 1965

Toll Free: 1-888-499-2624 • Whitby: 905-579-5406

Custom Architectural Decorative Glass
Designer Glass

Decorative glass 
for any space

Single one piece 
construction

Unlimited
Design Options

10 Year Guarantee

Creates privacy

Ideal for odd-shaped
windows

Can be installed on top 
of existing glass

SGO of Central Ontario 
4-250 Innisfil Street 
Barrie, ON L4N 4K4 

705.739.8998 

centralontario.sgodesignerglass.com
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D. Mark Adams is a unique kind of tribute artist. He does not dress in a sequined 
jumpsuit, don trademark Elvis glasses and croon 70s rock ballads. No, his finest 
work is done at a computer, not a microphone. But the result is the same. His 
artistry evokes fond memories, smiles and tears.

Cherished Memories

BY  J IM  FOX  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Continued on page 58

Mark Adams’ tribute 
collage to a young girl’s 

favourite show horse.

Jasper Architectural Design is a leader in alternative design and 
construction methods, offering a gateway to cutting-edge concepts and 

low impact environmental solutions

705 • 888 • 6300       www.jasperdesign.ca

C U S T O M  H O M E  D E S I G N

o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 0 956



You see, Adams creates graphic collages that pay homage to the real 
events of people’s lives. He calls his artistic creations Tributes – pieces 
that give shape to the high points of people’s lives; occasions that might 
be lost forever or forgotten as a collection of photos in a neglected 
cardboard box gathering dust in someone’s attic.

Adams’ magic is to revive these memories and give personal stories 
artistic expression. Using his natural gifts as a practicing graphic 
artist, Adams employs techniques he discovered decades ago as a 
student at The Alberta College of Art.

Adams approaches his new passion to tell people’s visual stories 
with a wealth of experience as a commercial graphic artist. In his 
30 years of involvement in all types of creative media in Calgary, 
Edmonton and Toronto, during which he garnered several awards for 
his work, he has produced everything from corporate logos to speaker 
support visuals for the likes of Toyota, Ford, Live Nation, Eaton’s, Bell 
and Sprint Canada. In addition, Adams has taught website design and 
graphic software techniques to students at Seneca College.

Adams’ varied background is reflected in his affable ease with 
people. Meeting him you feel immediately at ease. His warm, 
gregarious personality makes it easy for him to work with clients to 
create a fitting artistic celebration of their life stories.

Moving to Barrie from Toronto in 2001, Adams’ enthusiasm for the city 
is infectious. “I love this city…I recently joined the Rotary Club so that 
I can feel involved in the community on a larger scale.” Since his arrival, 
Adam, owner of Artcetera Creative Resource Inc., works out of his home 
when not on site with one of his corporate clients.

p e o p l e

Adams’ family anniversary tribute 	
to his father’s life and loves out west.

ABOVE: One of Adams’ early ink 
drawings, where he clusters a number 
of images to tell a visual story.

Continued on page 60

BACK in THYME
Antiques & Primitive Country Wares

Visit us at
12 Coldwater Road, Coldwater

705.686.3493
Open 10-5, Wednesday to Saturday, 10-4 Sunday

Antiques • Reproduction Furniture • Country Home Décor
Keeper Candles • Primitive Handmade Dolls

Colonial Tinware and Needful Things • Tea Room

Let us transform your home, cottage or garden into
a setting that welcomes the rustic heart.  
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Who are the potential customers for Adams’ creations? Adams 
has a ready answer. “Anyone who has events or happenings that 
they want to cherish or businesses who want to celebrate someone’s 
retirement or achievement. Applications are almost endless. Tributes 
could mark any milestone in a person’s life – birthdays, anniversaries, 
weddings, whatever.” Adams makes the intent of his creative passion 
clear. “I want to get people’s memories out of their basements and on to  
their walls,” he says.

“When your house is on fire, what do you grab first? It’s family 
photos. That tells you how important these memories are to people.” 
He elaborates with excitement about his craft. “I’m an artist, not a 
technician. I started in the industry as an illustrator then moved into 
graphic design. I enjoy the emotional feedback I get from the Tributes 
I’ve created.”

“I use whatever helps tell the story,” says Adams. In celebrating 

his father’s birthday and his own wedding, Adams has used faxes, 
vintage photos, 8mm film and scanned three-dimensional objects 
to create digital Tributes for himself and his family. Adams wants 
to do the same for others. “Lifetimes are punctuated and defined by 
special occasions – weddings, births, graduations, achievements, pets, 
hobbies and adventures that shape our lives…Tributes presents them 
in whatever format clients wish – framed print, print plaque, canvas 
or on cards. This way, people can enjoy them daily. It’s fun for me to 
get to know people’s stories in order to portray them well. In addition, 
my work gives customers a digital file that they can share with family 
and friends.” 

“People put generic art from a box store on their walls at home – 
why not have a work of art that applies to their life?” Adams asks.

Good question. He has found the answer.
www.artceterainc.com/Tributes, 705.792.0193  OH

p e o p l e

RIGHT: Adams at home on 	
the computer, working on his 	

graphic creations.

BELOW: Adams’ artistic tribute 
to his own recent wedding.

Visit Us Today!
Stop in our store and 

find all the colour tools 
and inspiration you’ll 

need to create a winning 
look for your home. Then 
be sure to go online and 
enter Share Your Style 

for a chance to win over 
$10,000* worth of prizes 
from Benjamin Moore.

*Visit ShareYourStylecontest.com  
for complete details.

© 2009 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Benjamin Moore and the triangle “M”symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore Co., 
Limited. Contest open only to legal residents of Canada who are the age of majority at the start of the contest. See full rules at ShareYourStylecontest.
com for complete details. Correct mathematical skill-testing question for Canadian residents.*Prize includes Paint and Installation from Benjamin 
Moore Painting and Decorating Services, and a LG TrueSteam™ Laundry Pair.

Housser's Paint & Wallpaper  87 Colborne St. W., Orillia, ON • 705-326-8066
Sue Kay & Co., Allandale Decorating Centre  393 Yonge St. (at Little Ave.), Barrie.  • 705-739-7730 • www.Suekay.ca

Wasaga Beach Decorating  707 River Rd W. Unit 7, Wasaga Beach, ON • 705-429-1500 • wasagabeachdecorating@rogers.com
Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home  514 Bayfield St., Barrie • 705-728-5566

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home  551 Bryne Dr. Unit A, Barrie • 705-728-5567
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EEasy living becomes a priority and the optimum word is “cool” 
as we strive to soak up the glory of the sunshine season. Cool comes 
in many forms of course, from iced tea to the latest shade of summer 
umbrellas, but the coolest of all are the great feelings of comfort we 
get when we live summer well. That means lighter, uncomplicated 
and relatively carefree.

Simply following the patterns of our seasonal wardrobes is the 
easiest and most obvious way to bring the interiors of our homes 
into summer. We can put heavy draperies, cosy blankets, throws and 
bedding away with our winter coats. We can infuse our interiors with 
garden freshness, reminding us of the bounties of the season. Fresh 
flowers and bowls of fruit on display reinforce thoughts of healthy 
abundance. White linens and happy floral prints and stripes and 
checks in garden colours keep us connected with nature when used 
as decorating accents along with colourful glass and tableware. Just 
like we do with our clothes, we can lighten up our homes with slight 
adjustments to its accessories.

1. THINK MAIN ENTRANCE DOORWAYS. They are your cover 
story! They connect your interior and exterior worlds. Colour does 
matter and clearly sends a message about the homeowners to the 
neighbourhood and your guests. Not only should the colour be 
compatible with the exterior finish, roof, soffit, fascia, window trim 
etc., it should clearly reflect your invitation of welcome. Make sure 
they are spruced up for summer. Remember, garage doors are not a 
main entry for your visitors and in most cases should be blended rather 
than accented in the exterior colour scheme.

Homeowners should look beyond the front door as outdoor living 
often takes place in the back of the home where patios and gardens 
flourish and waterside lots bring double exposure. The key here is to 
take a cue from nature – build upon great environmental assets such as 
forests or water and don’t be afraid to include the main 
door colour as part of your outdoor room setting.

2. EASY INS AND OUTS can be facilitated with 
the addition of retractable screens, which will let 
your home breathe, and disappear when you want 

them to. They can 
be excellent options 

for maintaining the 
outdoor connection 
without obstructing 
the view. Not all brands 
are equal, so do your 

homework.

3. HANDY STORAGE 
A N D  S E R V I N G 
COUNTERS in just 

the  r ight  spot  can 
make a huge difference 

f o r  h o s t i n g  o u t d o o r 
entertaining with ease. Think 

about how you pass in and out 
with food and beverages. The 

addition of a serving counter and storage cabinet in close proximity 
to the passageway might just be one of the best investments you can 
make. So consider a place to store outdoor table settings, a counter to 
serve buffet style and a landing counter for handling the transition 
between in and out.

4. INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE. Take advantage of the 
fabulous fade- and weather-resistant fabrics such as Sunbrella that 
allow you to piggyback furniture for use both inside and out. Easy-care 
washable options allow family friendly pieces to be used all season 
indoors and out without compromising style – from plush velvets to 
bright prints and everything in between. A family room ottoman can 
double as an outdoor bench and storage box. 

 
5. LIGHTEN UP for evening sparkle with white 

solar lights in the garden and LEDs under the 
patio umbrella. Inside, change warm bulbs 

in lamps to white for summertime. 

In all your summertime decorating, 
remember that while nature comes in 

an assortment of colours there is a definite 
relationship relative to the intensity of sunlight. 
Flowers that flourish in the shade are softer 
and more delicate in colour than those found 

in full sunlight. It’s important to remember that 
bright sunshine reduces the impact of colour, 

and that bright colours will look lighter on large 
surfaces. White creates contrast and can make colours 
look stronger. 

Have a cool summer.  OH

d e c o r a t i n g

    cool
SUMMER IDEASfor your home
5

BY  IRENE  TURNBULL

When summer comes to Ontario, most of us 
can’t get the extra layers of clothes we’ve been 
wearing for months put away fast enough as 
we head outside to enjoy the bounties of life 
in lake country. 

HERE ARE SOME IDEAS THAT MIGHT HELP YOU WITH YOUR “COOL SUMMER COMFORT.”
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r e a l  e s t a t e

Is it time to
INVEST IN REAL ESTATE?

BY  C INDY  FRE IMAN

Y
You may have already considered real estate investment as an 

option to help secure your financial future or provide extra cash flow 
for your desired lifestyle. But in times of global economic uncertainty, 
many Ontarians tend to want to tuck their excess cash under their 
mattresses until all of the doom and gloom headlines in the mainstream 
media come to pass.

But did you know that the current credit-crunched lending 
environment and slower real estate market actually provide several 
reasons why now is an ideal time to invest in the purchase of real estate 
for investment purposes?

While interest rates are currently sitting at 40-year historic lows 
and the real estate market slowdown has seen purchase prices drop, 
rental income has not wavered – making now an optimal time to start 
building a real estate investment property portfolio or continue adding 
to an existing list of properties.

“Real estate investment works, but success is measured in years, 
not months, weeks or days,” says Eric Gonneau, a Barrie-based real 
estate investor who currently owns 35 properties in Barrie and Orillia. 
In other words, real estate investment cannot be viewed with a get-
rich-quick mentality.

When it comes to purchasing multiple properties, real estate 
investors essentially face two major obstacles, says Beverley Brandl, a 
mortgage broker and owner of the Dominion Lending Centres Integrity 
Plus Inc. franchise headquartered in Wasaga Beach. “The first obstacle 
is qualifying for multiple mortgages at the bank and the second is being 
able to come up with enough money for multiple down payments,” says 
Brandl, who helps real estate investors obtain mortgages. “These two 
obstacles have a cause and effect impact on each other.” 

In order to overcome these obstacles and ensure you can continue 
purchasing real estate, a ‘portfolio’ approach to financing must be 
taken, she says.

“The difference between a ‘transactional’ approach to lending and a 
‘portfolio’ approach is the difference between playing a game of chess at 
eye level versus looking at the board from above,” explains Brandl. “When 
you’re looking at the board at eye level, you can make a move, but you 
have no idea how your move may impact the other players on the board. If, 
however, you take a bird’s-eye point of view, you will be able to anticipate 
the cause and effect of your move before you make it,” she adds.

Brandl advises real estate investors to work with mortgage 
professionals or bankers who understand the portfolio approach, 
which considers investors’ goals and long-term plans, to ensure 
they do not inadvertently handcuff themselves from obtaining  
future mortgages. 

But even when real estate investments are made based on goals and 
long-term plans, Gonneau suggests investors continue to conduct their 
own research in order to make educated investment decisions. 

“Talk to other real estate investors and join organizations that will 
offer further insight into your real estate investment needs,” Gonneau 
says, adding that he is a member of the Real Estate Investment 
Network (REIN).

While REIN can provide market insight and investing tips through 
years of experience, a local Rental Owners and Managers Society 
can help with credit checks for potential tenants, and keep investors 
abreast of changes to the Residential Tenancy Act and other topics/
concerns faced by landlords.

Gonneau has chosen to invest in Barrie and Orillia because he 
knows the areas and is comfortable investing in what he knows.

While Carol Garrett, a Toronto-based real estate investor, owns 
multiple properties in Ontario – including Hamilton, Orillia, Oshawa 
and Windsor – she also owns several properties in Edmonton. As a 
REIN member, she decided to venture into the Edmonton market 
because it was identified as a REIN ‘hot spot.’

Over the past five years, Garrett has become a full-time real estate 
investor. She currently owns more than 40 properties and prefers to 
purchase townhome condos because the maintenance – including 
snow removal, lawn care and window and roof replacement – is taken 
care of by monthly maintenance fees. 

Garrett has created a formula for her real estate investment 
business that has systems worked out for each aspect within the 
process – everything from making an offer to securing financing to 
selecting and managing tenants. She advises that real estate investment 
must be run like a well-managed business in order to succeed.  OH

Cindy Freiman is the director of public relations and communications for 
national mortgage brokerage firm Dominion Lending Centres. She can be reached 
at cindy@dominionlending.ca

DOMINION LENDING CENTRES
Beverley Brandl, Broker/Owner of 

Dominion Lending Centres Integrity 
Plus, warmly welcomes you to our 
office location at 940 Mosley St., 
Wasaga Beach. As a dedicated 
Mortgage Professional, I have put together a team of highly trained 
mortgage agents. Together, we work to complete the mortgage needs of 
our clients efficiently and promptly, with emphasis on customer service 
and building long lasting client relationships.

I source for my clients the best interest rates and products available 
to suit their needs, not just for today but also for their future goals and 
plans. I have worked in the mortgage industry for the past 27 years, 
and will always be available for my clients. My office is open five days 
a week from 9 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. and by appointment on weekends 
and evenings.

I provide superior customer service to my clients and the friends 
and family they refer. At DLC Integrity Plus, we have access to many 
different lenders to suit the needs of today. Those lenders include the 
major banks, the secondary banks and private lenders when the need 
arises. We teach our clients how to improve their credit scores, maintain 
strong scores and prepare them for any future financial needs. Now is 
the time for early renewing, with rates at an all time low.

Call Beverley Brandl at (office) 705.422.0807, (cell) 705.441.0256
beverleybrandl.ca (Please see ad on page 48)

PERKINSFIELD KITCHEN & BATH
Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath has been in the business of creating 

dream kitchens since 1997. We pride ourselves on paying close attention 
to detail to ensure total customer satisfaction. With over 25 years 
experience in cabinet-making, my staff and I specialize in quality-built 
kitchens, custom-built to order every time. It is our goal to give our 
customers the excellence, craftsmanship and expertise they deserve.

Our newly renovated 7,000 square foot structure can be found 
in the village of Perkinsfield on the shores of Southern Georgian 

Bay and is home to our 
office, showroom and 
manufacturing facility. 
Our showroom displays 
numerous samples of 
furniture and cabinetry 
styles from contemporary 
to tradit ional .  There 
are various top quality 
stain and lacquer colours 
to choose from that can 
be applied to the wood 
type of your choice.

The r ight counter 
top adds the finishing 
touch. We at PKB can 

incorporate laminate, solid surface, marble, granite and many other 
materials into your vision of the perfect kitchen and bathroom design.

Come in for a visit and let our friendly and knowledgeable staff help 
you design and build the room of your dreams.

165 County Rd 6 South, Perkinsfield, 705.527.6116,  
www.pkbgroup.ca (Please see ad on page 5)

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

BARRIE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT
SATURDAY AFTERNOONS

Warmer temperatures and longer days mean it’s time to re-evaluate 
the comfort level you have with your space. Be it a corner, a room, a 
patio or your entire house, we have a colorful assortment of comfortable 
and durable furnishings and accent pieces for inside and outside your 
home and cottage.

Keeping current with styles and trends is important but furniture 
with classic lines and traditional style can hold its place in any room 
for years to come. Whatever your preference, saturday afternoons 
home store has 
t h e  s t y l e s , 
d e s i g n s ,  a n d 
fabrics to suit 
your taste and 
comfort level. 
Everything from 
u p h o l s t e r e d 
and slipcovered 
f u r n i t u re ,  to 
lamps, bedding 
and glassware 
can be found at 
your local saturday afternoons home store.

While in store be sure to check out our environmentally responsible 
furniture and fabrics constructed with sustainable resources from 
around the world. Our collection includes eco-friendly armoires, 
couches, tables, pillows, towels and accent pieces. 

With stores in Aurora, Bala, Barrie, Huntsville, Midland, Orillia and 
Port Dover, we have the locations, selection and expertise to help you 
find exactly what you need for your home, or home away from home. 

For addresses and contact information, please visit us at 
www.saturdayafternoons.ca (Please see ad on page 20)

THANK YOU TO READERS OF OUR HOMES!
You are part of a success story – the emergence of a 

new national favourite brand based right here in Simcoe 
County, Winning Colours Stain Remover. 

Readers like you in Barrie, Orillia, Collingwood and 
all points in between have shared their 1000+ stain 
removing success stories with Winning Brands, propelling 
us to the national stage for Winning Colours. 

Now, even in the USA, Europe and Australia, new initiatives are 
underway to help Winning Colours Stain Remover become as popular 
there as Winning Colours Stain Remover is here at home.

As CEO of Winning Brands, I would like to extend the special thanks 
and regards to you and from our staff group; we are so very grateful for 
your support. It means a great deal to us that you have made Winning 
Colours Stain Remover into your household favourite stain removing 
product. 

We deeply appreciate this honour and look forward to bringing the 
benefits of this success home to share with the community in which we 
are headquartered – Simcoe County. 

Eric Lehner, CEO, Eric@WinningBrands.ca, www.WinningBrands.ca
(Please see ad on page 2)
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c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

GRILLED FLANK STEAK WITH ROASTED 
PEPPER AND ASPARAGUS SALAD
A two-pound flank steak will feed four to six 
people. Increase the amount of steak and 
marinade as needed to fit your crowd.

FLANK STEAK:

1 tbsp peppercorns

1 tbsp coriander seeds

2 bay leaves

1/2 cup red wine

2 tbsp olive oil

2 tbsp red wine vinegar

1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce

3 cloves garlic, halved

3 green onions, chopped

3 sprigs each fresh thyme and parsley

2 lb flank steak

1 tsp salt

SALAD

3 sweet peppers 
(red, orange, yellow or mixed)

12 spears asparagus

8 cups mixed baby salad greens

Extra-virgin olive oil

White balsamic or white wine vinegar

Sea salt

Fresh ground pepper

Flank steak is a long lean muscle from the belly side of the cow and has some really good 
things going for it. As far as steaks go, they are relatively inexpensive, so you can impress 
guests with a fancy steak dinner without breaking the bank. Because it’s a somewhat 
tougher cut of meat than tenderloin or rib cuts, it stands up well to marinades. This makes 
it great for entertaining because you can marinate the steak earlier in the day or the night 
before, freeing up time to cut flowers, mow the lawn or catch up on summer reading in the 
hammock before guests arrive. 

Flank steak is also fast cooking, taking only about six minutes to grill to medium-rare. 
With flank steak, rarer is better. A well-done flank steak tends to be on the chewy side.

And finally, the flank steak is an incredibly versatile cut. Sliced flank steak makes a mean 
sandwich filler or salad topper. And the raw meat, thinly sliced across the grain, makes great 
beginnings for a beef stir-fry. Like any cut of beef, flank steak takes well to many flavours, so 
feel free to experiment. A French-inspired marinade with red wine and lots of herbs is great 
for entertaining (see recipe below), but an Asian-inspired marinade with soy sauce, chiles 
and rice vinegar or a Mexican-inspired marinade with the fresh flavours of lime, chiles and 
coriander will be great too!

Any way you slice it, flank steak is the ultimate summer entertaining steak. So, call your 
friends and fire up the grill. Summer’s here and it’s time to celebrate.

FLANK STEAK:
• In small skillet, toast peppercorns, coriander seeds and bay leaves over high heat, shaking 

pan often, until toasted and fragrant, about 2 minutes. Transfer toasted ingredients to cutting 

board; lightly crush with bottom of heavy saucepan. Transfer to 13 by 9-inch glass baking dish. 

Whisk in wine, oil, vinegar, Worcestershire sauce, garlic, green onions, thyme and parsley.
• Poke steak all over with fork and place in marinade. Turn steak to coat both sides; cover and 

refrigerate for at least four hours or up to 24 hours. Remove steak and marinade from fridge 

one hour before grilling to come to room temperature.
• Transfer marinade to small saucepan. Bring to boil, boil for one minute; set aside.
• Preheat grill to medium-high. Sprinkle steak all over with salt. Grill steak, turning once and 

basting with reserved marinade, for six to eight minutes for medium-rare. 
• Slice steak thinly across the grain to serve. 

SALAD: 
• Grill peppers until skins are blistered and blackened. Transfer to bowl; cover and let stand 

for 10 minutes. Peel off skins; remove seeds and slice.

• Grill asparagus on piece of foil paper or using grill basket until tender-crisp, about three 

mintues. Cut into thirds.

• In salad bowl, toss together peppers, asparagus and salad greens. Toss with oil, vinegar, salt 

and pepper to taste. Serve with steak.

THE MIGHTY FLANK STEAK
Summer Entertaining on the Grill

BY MARIA DASILVA // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT HUNTER

Thanks to an increasing popularity on restaurant menus, in magazines and on television 
cooking shows, the humble flank steak has made a comeback at meat counters across 
the country. How lucky for us, and just in time for summer entertaining.

d i r e c t o r y

APPLIANCES

TA APPLIANCE Page 3

THE EUROPEAN APPLIANCE STORE 	

	 Page 54

ARBORIST

LANDMARK ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP	

	 LTD. Page 15

BUILDERS 

A.N.T. CONSTRUCTION Page 35

DARLINGHURST CONSTRUCTION Page 51

HOMES BY DAYCORE Page 20

JASPER ARCHITECTURAL  DESIGN    	

	 Page 57

LEGENDARY LOGCRAFTERS Page 53

LINDAL CEDAR HOMES Page 57

THE VILLAGE AT BAY MOORINGS Page 37

BUILDING SUPPLIES 

ATLAS BLOCK Page 30

GP MASONRY & LANDSCAPING	

	 SUPPLIES Page 11

CABINETS & WOODWORKING 

BILLY HILL PINE Page 59

WYEWOOD CUSTOM CABINETS Page 53

CLOSETS 

CLOSETS BY DESIGN Page 47

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE & 

STONE  

DI PIETRA DESIGN Page 13

ECO COUNTERTOPS Page 53

ELECTRONICS 

AUDIOTRONIC Page 31

FLOORING  

A GALLERY OF RENOVATIONS Page 4

DESERT TILE Page 17

MAJESTIC NORTH Page 47

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR  

ABODA DECOR Page 6 

BACK IN THYME Page 59 

BATEMAN CUSTOM FURNITURE	

	 & CABINETRY Page 21

BILLY HILL PINE Page 59

HERITAGE HOMESTEAD Page 59

HOMECOMING Page  59

LA MOQUETTE Page 17

RAFTERS/LIVING LIGHTING Page 33

SATURDAY AFTERNOONS 	

	 HOME STORE Page 20

SEASONS Page 17

SIMPLY COUNTRY Page 49

WYEBRIDGE COUNTRY GARDEN Page 17

GLASS DESIGN  

SGO DESIGNER GLASS Page 55

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING  

YANCH HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING	

	 Page 55

HOME IMPROVEMENTS  

DARLINGHURST CONSTRUCTION/	

	 STONEWORX Page 51

ECO COUNTERTOPS Page 53

GREAT NORTHERN INSULATION Page 33

THE INSTALL TEAM Page 53

HOT TUBS  

BEACHCOMBER HOT TUBS Page 15

HOUSEHOLD CLEANING 	

PRODUCTS  

WINNING BRANDS Page 2

INSULATION  

GREAT NORTHERN INSULATION Page 33

INTERIOR DECORATING  

LA MOQUETTE Page 17

TERRI CLARK INTERIORS Page 53

TURNBULL INTERIORS Page 71

KITCHEN AND BATH  

A GALLERY OF RENOVATIONS Page 4

ASTRO KITCHENS Page 12

DESIGNERS PLUS KITCHEN 	

	 & BATHS Page 35

DIVINE DESIGNS Page 48

KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN HOUSE Page 36

PERKINSFIELD KITCHEN & BATH Page 5

LANDSCAPE DESIGN  

HARRY JANSMA LANDSCAPING Page 33

LANDMARK ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP	

	 LTD. Page 15

LANDSCAPING  

CORNERSTONE LANDSCAPING Page 31

LENDING  

DOMINION LENDING CENTRES Page 48

LIGHTING  

RAFTERS/LIVING LIGHTING Page 33

PAINTING & DECORATING  

BENJAMIN MOORE Page 61

LABAR SALES Page 49

PLUMBING  

PLUMBTECH PLUMBING INC. Page 33

ROOFING  

ONTARIO SHAKE N’ TILE Page 72

SAUNAS  

SAUNA RAY Page 9

WINDOW FASHIONS  

SALNEK Page 69

WINDOWS & DOORS  

DECOLA WINDOWS & DOORS Page 21

KEMPENFELT WINDOWS Page 7

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies 
have utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we’re making it 
easier than ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. 
The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, 
or to have your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at jjefferson@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have 
your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-429-4479.
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f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

A crafty
MOSAÏC TABLE   to make this summer

BY  ANDREA  RAMAC I ER I  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

OUR HOMES took a tired, weather-beaten, wooden patio 
table and gave it new life with old plates, bowls and tiles. 
	  

Continued on page 70

On Sale Now!
Duette®

Luminette®

Pirouette®

Silhouette®

Vignette®

with FREE INSTALLATION

PLUS! Save 50% 
on Solar Shades 
from the Designer 
Screen Collection

AffordAbLe LUxUry deSigned to LASt

Valid until August 15, 2009

Collingwood 
20 balsam St #3
(705) 445-3681
1-877-445-3681

Barrie 
34 Cedar Pointe dr #507
(705) 737-4200
1-877-737-4200www.salnek.ca

Contact us now for your 
free in-HoMe ConSULtAtion
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Irene Turnbull delivers “the real thing” with award-winning interior design and decorating since 1988.

Visit us at our Showroom at 565 Bryne Drive, Barrie
website: www.turnbullinteriors.com

Phone: (705) 722-9934

You’re invited to
receive a free copy of
“The Secret of Great Decorating” 
at www.turnbullinteriors.com

Get Real with
your Decorating

Irene Turnbull
Interior Decorator/Designer, 
Author, Feng Shui Consultant
Immediate Past Chair, CDECA

    hen you want toLove your Space...
“Irene worked with us to transform the interior of our new house 
into a home that is comforting and a true reflection of our style. 
She took the time to consult with us and displayed a genuine 
interest in our family’s preferences. Irene was able to meet our tight 
timelines including sourcing supplies and coordinating several 
different trade professionals. She has ensured that our new house 
truly feels like home to our whole family.”

John, Tanya, Braydon and Ashton Drake

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

WHAT YOU’LL NEED
(We found almost everything at the local re-use store.)

• Old plates, ceramic bowls and tiles
• Safety glasses and gloves
• Hammer
• Ceramic tile glue
• Grout
• Floater
• Sponges
• Sealant (a must for an outdoor table)

HINT: Select a colour scheme and a basic design. Make sure you 
have enough of one mosaic colour to fill in the desired area. 

GETTING STARTED

Wrap plates and tiles in an old tea-towel or cloth bag. Place 
them in a shallow plastic vessel or cardboard box. Put on 
your safety glasses and smash the plates and tiles with a 
hammer. 

Separate the mosaïc pieces by colour. Make sure you have 
enough pieces to complete your design. 

HINT: We used the lips of the plates along the edges of the 
entire table. 

TIME TO GLUE

Cover your starting point with an ample amount of ceramic 
tile glue and start placing your mosaïc pieces. You may have 
to apply glue directly to each piece. The thickness of each 
piece may vary, which adds interest to your table. Place 
pieces relatively close together. You can fill in the gaps with 
smaller pieces later. Continue to work in segments until the 
surface is filled and your design is complete.

Allow 24 hours for the glue to dry.

TIME TO GROUT

This is a two-person job. One person applies the grout with a 
grout floater while the other cleans each tile as you go along. 
Clean the tiles as best you can, otherwise the grout will dry 
and you will spend hours scrubbing and digging them out. 

Allow 24 hours for the grout to dry.

CLEAN AND SEAL 

Once the grout is dry and the tiles are clean, it’s time to apply 
a sealant. We used Circa 1850 Nu-Lustre 55 – a thick, high 
gloss clear epoxy finish. One coat of this product equals up to 
55 coats of varnish. Follow the directions carefully. You can 
find this product and others at the hardware store.

HINT: We used a brush to apply the epoxy sealant. Once dry, it 
looks incredible.  OH 
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Start with the Top

Call Toll Free 1-888-271-7119
roofontario.com

LIFETIME
WARRANTY
LIFETIME

WARRANTY

Increase the value of your home,
and beautify your property. 

No more wind blown shingles in your driveway and yard.

Protect against wind, rain, snow and moss.

This allows homeowners to claim a credit of up to $1350 on qualified home improvements. 
We will match our governments incentive, to keep our crews working and our volume up 
we will offer $1350 off of the contract price! Combined with the HRTC that is a total 
savings of $2700! It’s never been easier to own an Ontario Shake N’ Tile roof! 
Please Quote Promo-Code: HRTC-03

BIG NEWS!
The Home
Renovation
Tax Credit

Protect your home with Ontario's best cool metal roof!

The beauty of wood, the strength of steel


