
THE STYLE: Everyone who walks through the door at My Front 

Porch is treated like a welcome guest. “Customer service is my highest 

priority,” says proprietor Yvonne Whyte. Located in the quaint village 

of Wyebridge, this home furnishings store is different. It’s eclectic – full 

of fun, whimsical pieces both new, old and up-cycled. Customers come 

from near and far to see what gotta-have merchandise Yvonne has 

discovered. Some pieces, like her very own trolley-tables, are one-of-

a-kind, while carefully selected artisans create other incredible wares. 

After six years in business, Yvonne has a well-established reputation 

for carrying the unexpected. 

WHAT’S HOT: The shabby chic look is bigger than ever and 

Yvonne has furniture and accessories to advance the look, including 

fabulous antique cabinets. “I also like to paint furniture white or 

pretty shades of green or blue,” Yvonne says of the items she 

recreates from previously loved pieces for her store. Customers 

adore anything made out of tin ceiling tiles and Yvonne has many 

variations, including benches, mirrors and wall-mounted coat racks. 

Don’t forget to check out the pillows made from vintage fabrics. 
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SEASONAL: This summer the store is teaming with accent pieces 

you can use to create that “beach-house” look. “More than just 

a decorating trend, it’s a lifestyle,” Yvonne states. “Peoples lives 

have been too hurried and stressed. They want to lighten up their 

personal living spaces, especially their cottages.” To achieve the 

look, rustic and cosy give way to light and airy. The beach house 

vibe is about soft earthy tones and natural elements like river 

stones, sea glass, shells and simple white-washed furniture mixed 

with a time-worn antique piece. ”It’s a simple look,” she says. 

“Uncluttered, unfussy and it whispers ‘be calm.’”

FAVOURITES: There are many faves, including fair-trade baskets 

from Ghana, which are great for the beach, the market or for 

storing magazines and books. Handmade natural soaps are popular 

along with Yvonne’s fresh lavender. “I keep a huge glass container 

of it and scoop it into pretty sachets for my customers,” she says. 

“It smells heavenly!” 

GET THERE: 8222 Hwy. 93, Wyebridge

705.527.7403, www.myfrontporch.ca  OH 

48  o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 2 o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 2  49

c o m f o r t  z o n e


