
moving up

G“The concept of owning our own home is just so new to us that we‘re 
just kind of going with the flow,” says an obviously elated Jaime. “The 
moving day’s getting closer and closer.”

The young couple, originally from Belleville, married in 2004. Greg, 32, 
works as an inventory control manager for a Vaughan-based paper supply 
company while Jaime, 33, is busy as a stay-at-home Mom to 18-month-old 
Samantha. “Pratt Homes staff were really nice and took the time to sit 
with us and listen to what we wanted,” Jaime adds. “They didn’t just give 
us a brochure.”

The Stewarts moved to the GTA last year and currently rent a 
two-bedroom condo in Richmond Hill that has just under 1,000 
sq. ft of living space. “We just decided it was time to buy,” explains 
Greg. “We also looked in Alliston, but once we met with staff at Pratt 
Homes, we made our decision. It’s great value compared to what we 
could get in the GTA.”

Pratt Homes has been building new townhomes, condos and detached 
homes in Simcoe County for over 100 years. The family tradition started with 
Stephen Pratt in 1890 and has continued for generations.

Greg, Jaime, baby Samantha and, of course, Chloe the calico cat are heading north 
this fall. The Stewart family and their feline companion are excited to be escaping the 
Greater Toronto Area and moving into their first home in Barrie’s new SOUTHwoods 
development by Pratt Homes.

Continued on page 32

This Brownstone model 
townhome at Pratt’s 
SOUTHwoods development 
has three bedrooms, 
two-and-a-half baths and 
lots of natural light. TOP 
RIGHT: Jaime and Greg 
Stewart celebrate their 
new home purchase.

BY  ANDREW PH I L I PS  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

30  o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 2 o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 2  31

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r



The firm’s latest, 88-lot development is ideally located in Barrie’s 
burgeoning south end, with two schools nearby, a public fitness/aquatic 
centre and a bevy of shops and restaurants all within easy driving distance 
whether venturing to the pretty downtown or the busy Mapleview Drive area.

Adds Greg: “The central location of the development, whether we go 
north or south, is perfect.” Jaime is also happy to be leaving the hustle and 
bustle of the GTA, which she just finds too busy and populated.

“I’m really happy to be moving back to a smaller place,” she says. 
“Everybody just seems so crammed together in the GTA. All of the 
amenities are going to be a lot closer and easier to get to in Barrie. It feels 
a bit like Belleville where everything‘s more spaced out.”

The latest Pratt offering features a number of different layout plans 

and packages ranging from large Brownstones and townhomes starting 
at $225,000 with condominiums priced from $205,000.

The Brownstone properties feature either three or four-bedrooms with 
1,414 and 1,384 sq. ft. of floor space, respectively, spread over two levels. 
There is also a basement walkout to the backyard and a separate garage.

Featuring two and a-half baths, including a well-styled en suite off the 
master bedroom, the home features an open-concept dining/living area 
that offers plenty of space for playing games or enjoying a favourite TV 
show. It’s also ideal for some quiet downtime listening to music or reading 
a favourite story or book. And for young parents like Jaime and Greg, the 
hopeful respite of just relaxing or enjoying a romantic dining interlude 
while the children are tucked in bed.

ABOVE: The great room features 
hardwood floors, a dining room and a 
kitchen that comes with appliances. 
TOP RIGHT: The wall renderings 
show the townhome’s potential 
for furniture layout. RIGHT: Greg, 
daughter Samantha, and wife  
Jaime will move into their newly 
built townhome in September. 

Continued on page 34

32  o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 2 o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 2  33

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r



All main f loor rooms, including the ample foyers, also feature 
hardwood floors and plenty of natural light with interior prairie grills 
adorning each window.

Greg and Jaime were both taken with the kitchen that features granite 
countertops, decorative backsplash, plenty of cupboard space and a 
pass-through that can accommodate a breakfast bar. The kitchen also 
comes equipped with either three stainless steel or five white appliances.

Greg and Jaime spent a fair bit of time researching and visiting other 
developments before arriving at their decision to buy the three-bedroom 
townhome.

“It just seemed ideal for our family,” Greg explains, pointing out that 
the basement walkout and high-ceiling garage along with three good-
sized bedrooms were big selling features. “But there wasn’t one particular 
thing that decided it.”

After purchase, SOUTHwoods’ buyers meet with colour and design 
consultant Cynthia Grassing at Pratt’s design studio to decide on colour 
schemes, décor touches, floor patterns and building materials such as 
flooring and hardware.

“There’s a lot of customization buyers can do,” says Pratt Homes Barrie 
co-owner Karen Hansen. “Cynthia listens to their ideas and points 
them in the right direction. It can be very overwhelming because there 
are hundreds and hundreds of options. Once they start designing their 
home, it becomes more real to them.”

LEFT: Pratt’s in-house designer Cynthia Grassing decorated the 
models and added a punch of green to the delicious table setting 
in the dining room. BELOW LEFT: The great room has a wonderful 
view of the backyard. BELOW RIGHT: Pratt Homes shows buyers 
exactly what’s behind the walls, and it exceeds expectations. 
OPPOSITE: Buyers can customize their own new home and pick 
from many durable flooring options, including hardwood. 

Continued on page 37
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And with such a multitude of choices, Cynthia’s expertise is most 
welcome for new buyers as she helps guide them through a range of 
supplies, from 18 carpet samples and 90 ceramic tile options to eight styles 
and 15 different colours of cabinetry in the standard line included in the 
home. There are also many upgrades to choose from.

Cynthia, who tries to ensure the choices create an environment that 
reflects the homeowners’ own desires and lifestyle, says buyers tend to enjoy 
the process and find it fun to see their ideas create a unique living space.

“I’m there to help guide them through the process and offer 
suggestions,” says Cynthia, who has 23 years design experience, including 
the past 16 with Pratt Homes.

Part of Cynthia’s job also entails providing assurances to buyers that 
their choices will look good. “Once they start designing their home, it 
becomes more real to them after they leave the design studio,” she says. 
“People are a lot braver than they used to be.”

And after renting for years, Greg and Jaime were more than happy to 
have a say in what their living space would eventually look like.

“When you‘re renting you can‘t do that,” Greg says. “At first, we were 
a little overwhelmed with all the options and choices. What she picked 
for us, after listening to us, was perfect.“

Karen says since all homes are built to the latest building codes to 
ensure maximum energy efficiencies, buyers should save even more money 
on utility costs in the long run. As well to further boost energy savings, all 
basements are protected by superior Delta wrap membrane.

“We also have a lot of credits for buyers as well,” Karen says, pointing 
out purchasers can perform some of the painting and flooring work 
themselves as a way to lower their costs. “We call it sweat equity. It helps 
put more money into the down payment.”

Blah blah blah blah blah blah blha. Blah blah blah blah blah 
blah blha. Blah blah blah blah blah blah blha. Blah blah blah 
blah blah blah blha. Blah blah blah blah blah blah blha. Blah 
blah blah blah blah blah blha.

LEFT: The kitchen in the model home is bright and spacious 
with a glass, mosaic tile backsplash, which adds to the unit’s 
high style. Every townhome comes with three stainless 
appliances or five white appliances – buyers’ choice. 
BELOW: A convenient pass-through from the kitchen keeps 
the cook engaged with family and friends in the great room.

Continued on page 38
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Homeowners can also rest assured that their new purchases won’t 
seem like they’re in a war-zone since there are plans for full sodding and 
landscaping around buildings, yards and amenity areas. There will be 
ample new trees complementing an existing tree preservation area that’s 
part of the development plan.

There’s also a playground/park area and because its streets are private 
Karen says they will be plowed before municipal roadways.

“It’s across the street from environmentally protected parkland,” Karen says, 
noting lots are selling well with young couples like Jaime and Greg making 
up the majority of purchasers. “It’s a prime location and close to everything.”

Greg and Jaime say the townhome provides the perfect setting for 
their young family over the next four or five years. They would like to 
eventually have another child and may then look at exploring whether to 
purchase a detached house.

But for now, life for them is very good, filled with the joys of Samantha’s 
daily discoveries and the excitement of moving into their first home. And 
they do hope for one more addition once they get settled into their new home.

“We’d really like to get a dog,” Jaime says. “We just want to take life 
easy, try to have fun and enjoy ourselves.”  OH

There are three bedrooms and two full baths 
upstairs in this model. All have lots of closet space. 
LEFT: Samantha has tea with her doll in one of the 
three spacious bedrooms. BELOW: The bedrooms 
have been decorated to reflect a girl’s room, a 
nursery and a spacious master for Mom and Dad.
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