
TTom and Jeanne McCullough’s 
immaculate home sits at the end of a winding driveway sheltered 
by trees on four-and-a-half acres of Shanty Bay waterfront. “We 
lucked into this property,” says Tom. “We bought it intending to 
renovate the existing home to make it our home and cottage, sort 
of two in one.” When it became apparent the existing home was 
not compatible with the renovations they had in mind, Jeanne 
and Tom decided to tear it down and construct a new home. 
They chose Prycon Custom Building and Renovations Inc. 
to build their home. 

The McCulloughs first met brothers Matt and Stephen 
Pryce, Prycon’s owners, through the realtor that sold them the 
property. “We were just very impressed with Matt and Stephen 
and we can’t say enough good things about Prycon,” Tom 
says. “Matt and Stephen and their whole staff are friendly and 
produce quality work.”

Once the decision was made to tear down and build new the 
empty nesters set their sites on closely replicating their previous 
home in Horseshoe Valley while scaling down a bit. Matt offered 
help with the design, which was brought to life by Mark Taylor 
of Cornerstones Residential Design Inc. They kept the 
existing foundation intact but extended it by 12-feet on both 
sides. It was Matt’s idea to raise the foundation. “The original 
height of the foundation created a negative grade to the home.” 

homeAND

OPPOSITE: A wall of windows provides a clear view of Kempenfelt Bay from the 
wonderfully warm and cosy great room of Tom and Jeanne’s waterfront home. Their Prycon 
custom home is sprinkled with antiques, including this treasured spinning wheel next to the 
stone fireplace. TOP: The gazebo is a favourite spot to linger and enjoy the boats on the 
Bay. ABOVE: The McCulloughs’ award-winning home. LEFT: Brothers Stephen and Matt 
Pryce of Prycon Custom Building and Renovations Inc. are proud of this project.  
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Matt explains. “By adding three courses of 
block, it allowed for positive drainage and a 
better view of Lake Simcoe.”

Tom adds, “It changed the whole elevation 
of the property, sitting up and looking down 
into the Bay.” A higher basement ceiling and 
larger windows for natural light were an 
added bonus. Tom visited the building site 
every day because he was interested in the 
process and came to know all the tradespeople 
by first name. Jeanne fondly remembers 

visiting the Prycon office on her birthday one 
year and receiving a cupcake with a candle. 
“We’re treated like family,” she says.

Although it’s a year-round home, the 
intention always was to make it feel like a 
cottage inside and out. Visitors remark that 
from the waterfront the home does indeed look 
like a cottage, which means they accomplished 
their goal. A professional landscaper created the 
many gardens and outdoor features. A nearby 
gazebo is a lovely focal point. 

With Ostaco glass by DeCola 
Windows & Doors Inc. along the back 
of the house, the view of Kempenfelt Bay 
is uninterrupted. Jeanne and Tom often 
spot foxes, rabbits and the occasional deer 
meandering through the yard. The floor-
to-ceiling fireplace from Dan Farr of Luv 
Farr Construction ensures the living room 
is cosy through the winter months when 
the backyard view is snow covered and 
the Bay is icy. The walnut plank hardwood 

Tom’s meticulous office displays 
his favourite things on custom 
cabinetry surrounding a cosy 
fireplace. OPPOSITE LEFT: The 
main living area runs parallel 
to the water, so the views from 
the kitchen and living room 
are incredible. OPPOSITE 
BOTTOM: An antique hutch 
adds a special touch to the 
foyer with double-entry doors.  
OPPOSITE BOTTOM: Tom 
and Jeanne with their loveable 
Goldendoodle Gracie. 

Continued on page 50
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from North Country Wood Floors unifies the open concept great 
room and kitchen.

 Jeanne loved the many octagonal windows in her previous home and 
made sure they were included in the new home design. Tom’s office at 
the front of the home looks over the tree-lined driveway and expansive 
gardens with several well-attended bird feeders in place. “This morning 
during breakfast,” Jeanne says, “a red fox ran in front of the house across 
the grass.” “We usually see it chasing rabbits,” Tom laughs. 

Jeanne loves cooking in her expansive kitchen and her 
grandchildren often join her to bake. She especially loves her gas 

cooktop (all appliances from TA Appliances and Barbecues). The 
walk-in pantry with fridge ensures she has lots of storage. The granite 
counters and backsplash, called Sage Brush, provide continuity and 
complement the creamy traditional cabinets. The beautiful kitchen 
was designed and constructed by Fraser McConney of FHM 
Construction, while plumbing was provided by Brad Wright of 
Wright’s Plumbing Inc.

The large dining room was built to accommodate an heirloom 
dining set from Tom’s mother. The dining table expands to easily seat 
20 people, and the large buffet and hutch hold an impressive amount of 

The kitchen is a baker’s dream and that’s exactly 
what Jeanne, who loves to bake, wanted. Granite 
counters, custom white cabinety, stainless-
steel appliances and lots of storage highlight 
the smart design. 

The dining room is filled with treasured 
family heirlooms, including Tom’s parents’ 
dining room set and his mother’s Blue 
Mikado, Royal Crown Derby china. The 
table can be extended to seat more than 
20 people. Every seat is taken during 
their Boxing Day celebration. TOP LEFT: 
This antique rocking chair is more than 
100 years old. BOTTOM LEFT: Jeanne 
displays carefully edited treasures on a 
table in the dining room.

Continued on page 52
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antique china. They will host their usual Boxing 
Day celebration this year with family and friends.

Tom, a retired business owner, is a lifelong 
Toronto Maple Leafs fan. As a season ticket 
holder, he was able to purchase an original gold 
seat from Maple Leaf Gardens before it was 
torn down. The prized seat is on display in the 
McCulloughs’ recreation room on the lower 
level. The family also has season tickets for the 
Barrie Colts and Jeanne recalls taking a days-old 
grandchild to a Colts game. She says, “Hockey is 
our family time.”

LEFT: Owning a gold seat from the old Maple Leaf 
Gardens – it’s just one of the benefits of being a 
Leafs season ticket holder. Tom is optimistic about 
the team’s  chances of making the playoffs this 
season. RIGHT: The McCulloughs own two pump 
organs. This one is over 100 years old and came 
from a home down the street from where Tom 
grew up. BELOW: The laundry room has Jeanne’s 
creative touch. 

Continued on page 54
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“From concept to completion, our goal is to exceed our client’s 
expectations on all levels,” says Stephen Pryce. “As a custom builder 
and renovator, every project is truly unique and a reflection of our 
clients’ lifestyle.” Tom and Jeanne absolutely agree with his statement 
and add that one of the best decisions they made was to use Prycon 
as their builder.

Indeed, the McCullough home was awarded the 2014 Simcoe County 
Home Builders’ Association “Award of Excellence Custom Home over 
2,500 sq. ft.” at the Annual Presidents’ Gala and Awards of Creative 
Excellence. It’s a great year for Prycon. The company is celebrating 
20 years of building and renovating homes in Simcoe County and 
the surrounding area. The McCulloughs are proud to be part of the 
celebration.  OH

The master suite is 
tucked behind the great 
room and has an equally 
stunning view of the Bay. 
The en suite is lovely with 
cool-blue walls, a vessel 
tub, separate shower and 
a dark vanity with double 
sinks and a stone counter. 

Celebrating 20 years of building our clients’ visions in Simcoe County and surrounding areas.

Prycon Builds Castles...And Homes Too!
“My house to me is like my castle” - Sir William Stanford - 1509-1558

We’re the Bath & Kitchen People  •  www.bathworks.ca

Barrie  516 Bryne Drive  •  705-722-4125
EXCLUSIVE DEALER OF DXV AMERICAN STANDARD PRODUCTS

AJAX  •  BARRIE   •  BELLEVILLE  •  KINGSTON  •  ST. CATHARINES
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