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Drop into our virtual kitchen. Go to electroluxappliances.com.

70 years of European design now on display in your kitchen.
Introducing Electrolux. A full line of premium appliances that have been used in fine European homes and 
restaurants for over 70 years. Each appliance is designed with ingenious features to help you be even more 
amazing. Like the Electrolux Dishwasher:

Quietest dishwasher in its class1, so you can run it whenever you want, and no one will notice. 

Perfect Stemware™ Cycle ensures your glasses will be spotless.

Largest Usable Capacity 2, so even your dinner party dishware fits inside.

ENERGY STAR® Qualified means 20% more energy efficient.

©2008 Electrolux Home Products, Inc. 1Based on published MSRP and specifications. 2As measured by adjusted rack space.

KITCHENER
932 Victoria St. N.,
(at River Road)
519-578-0300

BRANTFORD
195 Henry St.
(next to Coraʼs Restaurant)
519-750-1118

BARRIE
42 Caplan Ave.
(next to Home Depot)
705-719-1390

Monday t o F r i d a y 9 - 9 , Sa t u r day 9 - 6 , Sunday 11 - 5
www. t aapp l i a n ce . com

View Electrolux Appliances at TA Appliance and begin imagining them in your kitchen.
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Beautiful Floors are born
from Exotic Places.

A Green Is In Store
A large selection of green

Flooring for the environmentally
Concerned consumer.

Authorized Dealer
®

230 Bayview Drive, Unit 7, Barrie, ON L4N 4Y8
For Renovations Phone: 705-727-0558
For Flooring Phone: 705-727-0229
For additional inspiration, visit our websites;

www.agalleryoffloors.com
www.agalleryofrenovations.com

Quality, Professional and Affordable Renovations.
Whether you dream of a stunning stone fireplace, updating 
your kitchen or bathroom or replacing your flooring.
A Gallery of Renovations is truly your one stop Barrie and 
area renovations expert, featuring an indoor showroom, direct 
from supplier buying power and our very own line of flooring. 
We work strictly with professional trades to provide expertise, 
reliability and functional design solutions to captivate everything 
you have imagined for your renovation to become a reality…
on time and on budget.

nspiration is NowI waiting for you...

KITCHENS  •  BATHROOMS  •  BASEMENTS  •  WINDOWS  •  DOORS • STONE FIREPLACES • STONE WORK
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e d i t o r ’ s  n o t e

SSMART SPENDING IS THE NAME OF THE GAME these 
days when it comes to buying and maintaining our homes.

Spring is always the busiest season to plan a move, sell, or begin a 
new project, big or small, around the house. We plant gardens, paint or 
renovate. Many times the unexpected happens: a major appliance breaks, 
or you just can’t put off that new roof any longer. It’s always something.

When times are tough, people tend to spend more time at home 
or at their cottages; places that offer comfort and good times with 
family and friends.

A recent Angus Reid Poll for TD Canada Trust suggests more than 
half of Canadians planning a renovation will move forward and 
perhaps do even more work on their homes. It also suggests that a 
majority of Canadians believe it’s a great time to buy a home.

The point is, there’s an upside to the downturn in the economy for 
people who own or want to buy a new house. 

In this spring issue of OUR HOMES we talk to the experts about the 
economic silver lining and what every homeowner can do to enhance 
their quality of life through their biggest asset – their homes. 

For starters, Kathleen Duncan outlines why the time is right to 
renovate, furnish your home or buy a new one (page 48).

Irene Turnbull offers valuable advice on where to spend your dollars 
in order to get the biggest bang for your hard-earned buck (page 58).

Our two home features prove that the entrepreneurial spirit is 
thriving here in this beautiful northern region.

Our Home and Builder (page 36) takes us to a Midhurst home 
built by Bob and Linda Graves of Homes by DayCore. It’s a traditional 
home, beautifully designed and furnished, and every room has a  
spectacular view. 

Dale Chauvin and Dianna DiLapo aren’t afraid of hard work. In fact, 
they embrace it with gusto. They have done a complete top-to-bottom 
renovation on their home near Orillia (page 20), which happens to be 
located right beside Seasons, their home and garden store.

I hope you find inspiration amongst these pages.

Sincerely,

Georgette McCulloch, Editor-In-Chief
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com

SaunaRay_OUR Homes_Jan 09 vB hr.pdf   1/27/09   2:05:12 PM
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 The Stone Carver
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 Spend Wisely
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  FEATURE HOME
  HANDS-ON RENOVATION

34 COOKING AT HOME 
 Pancakes and Maple Syrup

36 HOME AND BUILDER 
 A Homes By DayCore Beauty

62 ENTERTAINING
 How To Stock A Wine Cellar
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Dig In SPRING
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Granite
 Countertops
   and More
              
              

AWARD WINNING DESIGNS

CUSTOM FABRICATION

The #1 Choice for
Architects and

Designers

Visit our 
15,000 Sq.Ft. 
Showroom 
and Factory

Ph:      705.727.0096
Fax:    705.727.0097

672 Welham Rd., Barrie, ON L4N 9A1
www.dipietradesign.com

For the names
you know and trust...

              
10 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 0 9



p u b l i s h e r ’ s  n o t e

II AM TRULY EXCITED TO BRING YOU ANOTHER  
highly anticipated issue of OUR HOMES Barrie, Orillia, Midland  
and Innisfil, the first in our 2009 lineup.

Our magazine is the only publication in Simcoe County dedicated 
solely to everything you need for your home. Plus, we offer great ideas 
in designing, decorating, renovating, building, buying and maintaining 
your home. 

And remember, everything featured in OUR HOMES can be found 
and purchased nearby.

Our distribution is second to none. More than 90 per cent of 
the magazines we print arrive in your mailbox through direct home 
delivery. They are also available for pick-up where you shop for all your 
home-making goods and services.

Advertisers know that homeowners reach for our magazine as a 
resource and reference when they need anything for their homes. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank our readers for telling our 
advertisers that they found them in OUR HOMES magazine, which is 
dedicated to promoting business activity in this great region.

By continuing to support our advertisers, we can help grow 
the local economy, sustain jobs and maintain the quality of life we  
all enjoy.

You’ll find our magazine in every community between the sandy 
beaches of Georgian Bay and the shores of Lake Simcoe.

Look for our summer issue in early June. 

Sincerely,

Jamie Jefferson, Publisher
jjefferson@ourhomesmagazine.com

Manufactured by
HARDWOOD FLOOR GALLERY Inc.

131 Saunders Road, Unit #7
Barrie, Ontario L4N 9A7

Tel: 705.737.0577 • Fax: 705.728.3242
www.hardwoodfloorgallery.ca

PREFINISHED CUSTOM WIDE PLANKS

CUSTOMIZED WIDTHS AND LENGTHS

CUSTOMIZED STAINS

SOLID

ENGINEERED

RECLAIMED

TM
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	 a d v i c e

Dear Stephanie,
Are there any new colour trends for spring? I want to start painting my 

entire home and need some advice on the latest colours for each room.

Stephanie Redmond replies:
The colour trends I’m seeing are hues of white, and in direct 

contrast, clean brights in pink, blue and green. The trend is to have 
a little fun, but be wary of how you have it! Paint is not always the 
right answer. 

Pick some favourites and create a palette that will flow throughout 
your home (see examples). Use lighter hues in the living areas of your 
home and deepen the colour in bedrooms to create some interest. Use 
a pop of colour in spaces like mudrooms, powder rooms and children’s 
bedrooms. You don’t have to commit to the whole room – sometimes a 
highlight area or wall will do. 

Bursts of colour add a sense of fun, but I see these as ‘removeable’ 
highlights if you’re into the latest trends. Consider adding an area rug, 
curtains or pillows as the punch. That way when you get tired of your 
décor, you can change the minor elements and not have to repaint, and 
who knows – next year we may be into neutrals again!

 Palette	A	 Palette	B	 Palette	C
	 Farrow	&	Ball	 Pittsburg	Paints	 Benjamin	Moore
	 “COOL”	 “NEUTRAL	+	FUN”	 “WARM”

Dear Stephanie,
Wallpaper seems to be making a comeback. What rooms are best 

suited for wallpaper and how do I go about making a selection? 

Stephanie Redmond replies:
I’m thrilled that wallpaper has made such a huge comeback! There 

is no better way to add a classic design element to a space, but there 
are definitely some guidelines to follow:

My current favourites are finely textured grasscloths and stries 
in subdued colours. They don’t attract too much attention. Instead, 
they add subtle texture in contrast to a flat, painted surface. Use these 
in your main living spaces, where an overall pattern could become 
overwhelming. Use vinyl (they’ve come a long way) for a bathroom – 
papers don’t do well in humid environments.

Reserve geometrics for smaller spaces such as bath or laundry 
rooms; this is also where you have flexibility and anything goes. (Think 
David Hicks for a classic, yet modern punch.) Apply toile or floral 
patterns to bedrooms for a traditional feel; think English countryside 
or French boudoir.

A note for the timid: Apply wallpaper inside your entry closet. 
It’s a hidden gem that only your guests get to see when they hang up 
their coats!  OH

Interior Designer Stephanie Redmond answers your questions.
If you need help, send your questions to stephanie@ourhomesmagazine.com  

2010	James	White

Farrow	&	Ball	Dragged	Papers

Strie_DR13

Farrow	&	Ball	Patterned	Papers

BP1630

David	Hicks	Classic	Hexagon

Phillip	Jeffries	Ltd.	Grasscloth

3439Moss

312-1	Prairie	Winds OC-120	Seashell

2001	Strong	White 412-2	Vagabond CC-90	Natural	Linen

228	Cornforth	White 312-3	Safari CC-120	Stone	House

2009
COLOURS
FOR YOUR HOME

*While supplies last. Colour representations may di�er slightly from actual paint. 
©2009 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Benjamin Moore and the triangle “M” symbol 

are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. 

Sue Kay & Co., Allandale Decorating Centre, 
393 Yonge St. (at Little Ave.), Barrie. 

705-739-7730
www.Suekay.ca

Wasaga Beach Decorating
707 River Rd W. Unit 7, Wasaga Beach, ON

705-429-1500
wasagabeachdecorating@rogers.com

Tripp’s Paint and Decorating
259 King St., Midland, ON

705-526-7411

Housser's Paint & Wallpaper
87 Colborne St. W., Orillia, ON

705-326-8066

Irvine Carpet One
Floor & Home

514 Bay�eld St., Barrie
705-728-5566

Irvine Carpet One
Floor & Home

551 Bryne Dr. Unit A, Barrie
705-728-5567
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s t y l e  p i c k s

“A house is a home when it shelters the body 
and comforts the soul.” – Phillip MoffittSSpring is a time for renewal. OUR HOMES brings you some great ideas to spark 

your desire to spruce up your favourite room this season.

ARTIFACT
(1) My Favourite Wine Glass
This	beautiful	mouth-blown	and		
hand-painted	single	wine	glass	comes	in	an	
equally	gorgeous	gift	box,	with	its	very	own	
wine	glass	tag.	Each	glass	is	signed	by	artist	
Helen	James	of	MoMo	Panache.	
125 Dunlop St. E.
Barrie
705.726.7317
www.artifact.ca

SANDERS	PRO
(2) Brunswick Centennial Bar
This	classic	cabinet	features	
beautiful	hand	inlays.	There’s	
room	for	a	bar	fridge	and	six	
bottles	of	wine.	Available	in	
traditional	cherry,	chestnut,		
oak	and	mahogany.
21 Commerce Park Dr.
Barrie
705.725.9676     

1

2

Continued on page 18

l a  m o q u e t t e

Furniture

Fine Rugs

Home Décor

Design
Services

8 Essa Road, Barrie, ON
705-7265604 • www.lamoquette.ca  
Open Monday to Friday from 10am to 5pm

Saturdays from 10am to 4pm

(Parking at rear off Tif fin)

Exclusive to Barrie
Certified

Martha Stewart Signature
Furniture dealer
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s t y l e  p i c k s

ATLANTIS	BATH	CENTRE
(YORKWEST	PLUMBING	SUPPLY)
(3) American Standard FlowWise High Efficiency 
Showerheads
Uses	considerably	less	water	(40	per	cent)	than	your	current	
showerhead,	yet	offers	the	same	comfort	and	performance.	
A	great	way	to	reduce	your	water	consumption.
15 Mollard Crt.
Barrie
705.727.9727
www.yorkwestplumbingsupply.com

DESIGNERS	PLUS	
KITCHENS	&	BATHS
(4) British Traditions Cabinetry
Add	a	timeless	appeal	to	
your	kitchen	with	distressed,	
reproduction	cabinetry.	
Artistically	glazed	and	painted	
finishes	in	a	myriad	of	colours.
35 Cedar Pointe Dr.
#33
Barrie
705.726.9861

SALNEK	WINDOW	FASHIONS	
AND	ACCESSORIES
(5) Designer Fabric
Salnek	specializes	in	custom	drapery,	
blinds,	bedding	and	upholstery.		
Choose	from	a	huge	selection	of	the	
very	best	fabrics	from	top	designers.	
Ask	for	an	in-home	consultation	or		
visit	their	showroom.
34 Cedar Pointe Dr. 
#507
Barrie
705.737.4200
www.salnek.ca  

SGO	DESIGNER	GLASS
(6) Designer Doors
Transform	your	existing	entranceway	with	a	decorative		
glass	cutout	or	insert.	It’s	your	door,	only	better.	Choose	from	
a	selection	of	glass	designs	or	create	your	own	beautiful	
piece	of	art.
4 – 250 Innisfil St.
Barrie
705.739.8998
Centralontario.sgodesignerglass.com

THE	ROBERT	SIMPSON		
BREWING	COMPANY
(7) Uncapper
Open	any	beer	bottle	with	this	handy	tool.		
A	great	addition	to	your	home	bar	or	
collection	of	kitchen	gadgets.
107 Dunlop St. E.
Barrie
705.721.8989

ARTISTIC	FRAMEWORKS
(8) Wall Clock
Made	in	Italy	and	extremely	cool!	This	clock	is	a		
functional	piece	of	art.	It	will	look	great	in	your	kitchen		
or	breakfast	nook.
132 Commerce Park Dr.
Barrie
705.737.1278  OH

3

4
5

6

7

8
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f e a t u r e

Remarkable Renovation
 FOR WORK AND PLAY

WWhen Dianna DiLapo and Dale Chauvin discovered 
this 10-acre property along Horseshoe Valley Road 
four years ago, they instantly saw its potential.

The	cozy,	serene	sitting	area	
in	the	living	room	is	Dianna’s	

favourite	place	to	relax.

TOP	RIGHT:	The	Cape-Cod	style	
home	is	located	on	10	acres.	

Photo	courtesy	of	Jill	Hebert.

MIDDLE:	Dale	makes	stairs,	
railings	and	custom	wood	
products	in	his	workshop.

BOTTOM:	Dianna	helps	clients		
in	Seasons,	her	home	and		

garden	store.

BY  GEORGETTE  McCULLOCH  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Continued on page 22
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f e a t u r e

by Huronia Woodworks. Tropical Brown granite countertops with 
matching backsplash from Northern Granite sparkle in the well-
designed workspace with white appliances and black cook top. Heated 
travertine 18-by-18 inch tiles anchor the kitchen, dining room, powder 
room and the hallway leading to and from the area. 

They also installed an ultraviolet light and reverse osmosis water 
filtration system from The Water Store in Orillia, which produces clean, 
pure water.

Pendant lights with molded glass shades, painted white in a unique 
linen design, hang over the breakfast island where three comfortable 
brown-leather Parsons-style bar stools wait.

The scent of freshly baked cookies fills the air.
The dining room has two distinct focal points – a custom-designed, 

handmade wrought-iron chandelier and a scraped mahogany table for six. 
Marble shades cascade down the fixture’s long iron branch, which hangs 
from up high near a dormer with a huge window.

The shades on the chandelier match wall sconces from a line of fixtures 
Dianna sells in her store. 

Dale crafted a solid maple shaker-style staircase with f loating 
risers that lead up to a new, open loft overlooking the kitchen/dining 

“We were on our way to Orillia, noticed the outbuilding and thought 
it would make a great workshop for me,” remembers Dale. “The house was 
structurally sound and the property was beautiful.”

They soon discovered the outbuilding was zoned commercial and 
decided it would be perfect for a unique retail outlet that Dianna could 
call her own.

This ambitious, hardworking couple purchased the property and 
immediately started buying inventory.

Seasons, a home and garden décor store, opened a month after closing, 
in May of 2005 to rave reviews from clients who keep coming back.

Dale, an electronics engineer and a carpenter, was able to satisfy his 
need for a workshop and transformed part of the building, where he 
designs and builds custom, original staircases and railings out of logs.

The property, of course, came with a house, and Dianna chuckles when 
asked what the interior looked liked back then. “It was straight out of the 
70s,” she says of the 25-year-old home. “The layout was nice but it needed 
updating everywhere.” 

They decided a top-to-bottom renovation could wait while they 
worked at building their business, fixing the property and the exterior 
of the home.

“The store and the property were our focus because we knew if the 
outside of the house and the grounds looked nice, people would come,” 
Dale says. 

This very talented couple did almost all the work, inside and out, 
themselves.

Their beige/taupe board and baton, Cape Cod-style home has a 
spring fed pond stocked with trout and beautiful gardens, which Dianna 
designed, planted and maintains herself. Dale cuts the lawn with a tractor, 
which takes a few hours each week.

In spring and summer, customers come with their kids, buy an ice 
cream and head down to the pond to feed the fish. 

Dale built a composite deck at the exterior of the home, added a 
beautiful gazebo and installed a new Enviroshake 50-year roof.

Everything new in this home is built to last “so we never have to do it 
again,” says Dale. 

The push to start (and finish) the work inside their home came about a 
year ago when they were asked to make their home a stop on a Christmas tour 
sponsored by the Orillia Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

They started in the kitchen and family room. Glazed solid-maple 
cabinets (inside and out) in a vanilla-cream hue were custom-made 

Continued on page 25

Dale	made	the	solid	cherry	shaker-style	
French	doors	leading	into	the	living	room.

TOP	LEFT:	A	peak	inside	the	living		
room’s	lower	level.

TOP	RIGHT:	This	stunning	reclaimed	oak	
bookcase	is	available	at	Seasons.

MIDDLE	RIGHT:	Dianna	sourced	this	
Chinese	hardwood	vanity	with	marble	top	

through	her	store	and	added	a	vessel	sink.	

MIDDLE	LEFT:	The	library	is	Dale’s	
favourite	room.	He	uses	it	as	his	office	

and	a	place	to	relax.	

BOTTOM	RIGHT:	A	guest	bedroom.
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f e a t u r e

room below. Dianna’s desk tucks perfectly into a dormer over-looking 
a spectacular view. The landing leads to a glamorous master bedroom 
that includes his-and-hers closets and an en suite with a soaker tub. An 
elevated gas fireplace adds warmth.  

The family room opposite the kitchen is really two separate areas on 
two elevations, both with Asian cherry Jatoba floors. A sitting area with a 
comfy chair-and-a-half near a dazzling gas fireplace is Dianna’s favourite 
place to enjoy a glass of wine and a good book after a long day. Near the 
window sits a wine rack made from a 150-year-old hand crafted canoe 
from Indonesia, also available at Seasons.

Steps take you down to the large area with burgundy leather sofas set 
upon an area rug Dianna had chosen to fit the room. She had a smaller 
version at her previous home. The room’s design inspiration comes from 
the drapery, which Dianna brought from the old house but reconfigured 
just for this room. The ceilings were drywalled and painted white and 
Dale added layered crown moulding. Continued on page 26

The	light	shines	in	the	kitchen	and	dining	area	
from	the	dormer	above.	The	landing	upstairs	was	
added	during	the	renovation	and	Dale	made	the	
staircase	and	railings	himself.

TOP	RIGHT:	The	kitchen	has	solid,	maple	
cabinetry	in	a	glazed	vanilla	cream.	Dianna	and	
Dale	prefer	white	appliances	to	stainless.

BOTTOM	RIGHT:	The	pond	is	a	favourite	place		
to	visit	in	the	spring	and	summer.

25o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 0 924 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 0 9



Dale’s office is in what Dianna lovingly refers to as “the man room.” It’s 
the couple’s library and it is beautiful and masculine.

Boo Boo the Caribou hangs above a wood-burning fireplace with a 
stone surround. 

A substantial reclaimed oak bookcase, also sourced through the store, 
lines a wall. Distressed leather club chairs sit in the centre of the room and 
Dale’s immaculate desk stands waiting. A liquor cabinet, where Dale finds 
the goods to make his wife her favourite martini, fits in the corner.

There are three bedrooms on the main floor, each nicely finished and 
furnished with armoires Dale made and Dianna hand-painted.

The couple spent lots of late nights completing the renovation, which 
included “gallons and gallons of paint” in neutral colours that transition 
nicely from room to room.   

“Dianna’s so creative,” Dale says of his wife. “She’s got the artistic flair.”
The entire house is filled with exceptional goods Dianna sells in the 

store. She clearly has a knack for selecting original furnishings, lighting 
and accessories. 

More than 500 people passed through the home during the Christmas 
tour. After the holidays, the couple headed to the Caribbean for some rest 
and relaxation.

They are busy getting the store ready for spring and summer when 
Seasons becomes a busy destination for people looking to enhance their 
homes and gardens with something new, something different.  OH

f e a t u r e

The	master	bedroom	upstairs	has	a		
lot	of	room	for	the	king-sized	bed	and		
the	fire	warms	the	space.	

BOTTOM	RIGHT:	Dianna	added	this	
marble-topped	vanity	to	the	en	suite	
during	the	renovation.	It	took	several	
strong	guys	to	bring	it	upstairs.

Spring
Affordable decorative doorglass for your       
EXISTING entryway in about an hour!

• Add beauty and natural light

• Customize to your style

Revivals

Tel: 705-739-8998
4-250 Innisfil St., Barrie, ON L4N 4K4

centralontario.sgodesignerglass.com

From $499  installed

Designe� Plus
KITCHEN & BATHS

Kitchen & BathRenovations • Custom Design Cabinetry
Since 1976

Visit Our Showroom at
35 Cedar Pointe Drive, Unit 33, Barrie

Ph: (705) 726-9861

Capture the Aesthetics of a truly traditional 
kitchen while having the flexibility of modern 

and practical storage solutions.
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WATER SOFTENERS 
REVERSE OSMOSIS SYSTEMS 

BOTTLED WATER • U-FILL 
LARGE SELECTION OF WATER COOLERS 

IRON & SULPHUR FILTERS 
ULTRA VIOLET SYSTEMS 

WHOLE HOME CHLORINE REMOVAL 
SALES • RENTALS • RENT-TO-OWN

FREE WATER ANALYSIS

Clean, Safe Drinking WaterClean, Safe Drinking Water
RURAL AND WELL WATER SOLUTIONS
ENHANCED CITY WATER TREATMENTS

Complete clean water solutions for

Contact us for a complimentary analysis of your water

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

296 Memorial Ave, Orillia, Ontario, L3V 5X6
Local: (705) 327-7200 • Toll Free: 1-866-294-7158
www.thewaterstoreorillia.ca

Are you tired of your poor water quality?
We Can Help!
We will come to your residence, test and analyze your water, explain the 

test results and recommend a water system that will solve your water 

problems once and for all! No cost or obligation! We fix every kind of 

water problem. If you decide to purchase, it is 100% Guaranteed!

16 Locations Across Ontario

Exclusive Cabinetry for over 20 Years

705-322-6001
wyewood@rogers.com

150 Conc. 5 West, Wyevale, ON  L0L 2T0

Tim Kennedy
Designer ~

Cabinetmaker

Crafting inspiration into a custom product. 
Kitchens ~ Vanities ~ Mantels ~ Bars

Entertainment Units ~ Fine Furniture
Custom Wood Turnings

We can build to match your existing furniture.

Crafting inspiration into a custom product. 
Kitchens ~ Vanities ~ Mantels ~ Bars

Entertainment Units ~ Fine Furniture
Custom Wood Turnings

We can build to match your existing furniture.

Wyewood_Our Homes 1/4 pg  11/3/08  1:52 PM  Page 1



c o m f o r t  z o n e

THE	PLACE:	Loree	Lennox’s	business	card,	

bordered	like	a	weathered	piece	of	parchment,	

captures	the	essence	of	her	store	on	the	main	

street	of	Coldwater.	It	reads:	“Let	us	transform	

your	home,	cottage	or	garden	into	a	setting	

that	welcomes	the	rustic	heart.”	Welcoming	

the	‘rustic	heart’	is	what	this	unique	shop	does	

best.	This	combination	tea	room	and	retail	

shop	for	antiques	and	primitive	wares	is	an	

eclectic	mix	of	elements	from	the	past	that	

makes	your	visit	truly	a	journey	back	in	time.

THE	STYLE:	The	ambience	of	Back	in	Thyme	

is	rooted	solidly	in	a	slower,	simpler	era.	Amid	

the	scent	of	freshly	baked	scones	and	pleasant	

potpourri,	visitors	can	explore	the	many	antique	

and	handmade	reproductions	displaying	smaller,	

rustic	accent	pieces	in	a	turn-of-the-century	

setting,	complete	with	an	original,	patterned	tin	

ceiling	and	hardwood	floor.	

IN	A	NUTSHELL:	Lennox	prides	herself	

in	providing	one-of-a-kind	items	for	customers	

whose	enthusiasm	for	the	past	mirrors	her	

own.	“I’ve	worked	with	antiques	since	I	was	16	

years	old,”	she	says.	“For	me,	it’s	easy	work	

because	I	love	it.	I	enjoy	connecting	a	person	

to	a	particular	piece	because	I	know	that	

feeling	of	joy	when	I	find	something	from	the	

past	that	I	love.”

Back in Thyme:
Where You Want to Be

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, and more...

Closets
byDesign
Closets
byDesign

Call for a free in home design 
consultation and estimate 

800-293-3744
www.closetsbydesign.ca

OH

$200 Off Plus 
Free Installation 
$200 off any  order of $1000 or more. $100 
off any order of $700 or more.  Not valid with 
any other offer.  Free installation with any 
complete unit order of $500 or more.  With 
incoming order at time of purchase only.

Imagine your home, 
totally organized!

Palermo Railings
Serving Simcoe County Since 1968

99 Hooper Rd. Unit 5, Barrie L4N 9S3
T-705.726.2021 • F-705.726.6066

Custom Wrought Iron

Innovative Design & Products

Aluminum Systems

Renovations

Custom Wrought Iron

Innovative Design & Products

Aluminum Systems

Renovations
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c o m f o r t  z o n e

THE	ANGLE:	Lennox	says	her	aim	is	to	

make	her	clients	feel	welcome.	“I	want	to	make	

a	visitor’s	coming	here	more	than	a	regular	

shopping	trip,”	she	says.	“I	want	to	make	it	

a	unique	country	experience.”	Lennox	has	

succeeded.	While	relaxing	with	a	soothing	cup	

of	loose-leaf	specialty	tea	or	coffee,	customers	

can	explore	an	eclectic	mix	of	items	that	

conjure	up	an	era	that	is	a	comforting	respite	

from	today’s	hectic	lifestyle.

UNIQUE: 	 In 	 th is 	 o ld 	 general 	 store	

atmosphere,	Lennox	provides	one-of-a-kind	

home	décor	and	gift	items	from	local,	Canadian	

and	American	sources	guaranteed	to	entrance	

those	seeking	a	little	nostalgia	in	their	lives.	

Punched	tinware	accessories	and	lamps,	as	well	

as	wooden	treenware	bowls,	harken	back	to	a	

pioneer	past.	Handmade	dolls	along	with	bird,	

butterfly	and	bat	houses	from	Ontario	artisans	

lend	themselves	easily	to	a	country	setting,	as	

do	antique	graniteware	items.

FAVOURITES:	Aside	from	discovering	

an	exciting	antique	furniture	piece	such	as	a	

pine	umbrella	stand	or	a	butternut	cupboard,	

visitors	can	look	forward	to	indulging	their	

taste	buds	with	specialty	chocolates	or	

homemade	olive	oils,	jellies	and	preserves.	

Why	not	let	Mamma	Rosa	do	your	cooking	

for	you	by	picking	up	one	of	her	delightful	

homemade	dishes.

MISSION:	With	her	business	background	in	

the	corporate	world,	Lennox	has	a	good	sense	

of	what	her	customers	are	looking	for.	It’s	why	

she,	herself,	is	attracted	to	those	things	that	

have	a	sense	of	history.	“I	want	to	give	people	

a	warm	comfortable	setting	to	sit	down	and	

enjoy	what	the	past	has	to	offer…I	hope	Back	

in	Thyme	becomes	a	destination	for	people	

who	want	to	take	a	moment,	have	a	cup	of	tea,	

a	fresh	scone	and	a	chat.”

GET	THERE:
12	Coldwater	Rd.

Coldwater

705.686.3493

www.backinthyme.on.ca		OH

Jasper Architectural Design is a leader in alternative design and 
construction methods, offering a gateway to cutting-edge concepts and 

low impact environmental solutions

705 • 429 • 9241       www.jasperdesign.ca

C U S T O M  H O M E  D E S I G N

No compromises.
There is no such thing as a compromise, especially when designing a kitchen. The European Appliance Store offers a wide range of premium 

European appliances that integrate seamlessly into any kitchen environment, regardless of size or configuration. Even a galley kitchen, ten feet 

in length, can house eight high-end appliances with ease. With quality comes environmentally conscious design and energy efficient operation.

Discover how you can have the kitchen you want, in the kitchen you have.

www.theeuropeanappliancestore.ca   |   1.877.543.2437

EL_OurHomesAdSpring09.indd   1 2/24/09   12:15:19 PM
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It’s Maple Syrup Time!
BY  MAR IA  DAS I LVA  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SCOTT  HUNTER

Buttermilk Pancakes 
Serves 4

1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

1/2 cup whole wheat flour

2 tbsp sugar

2 tsp baking powder

1 tsp baking soda

1/2 tsp salt

Pinch nutmeg

2 cups buttermilk

2 eggs

1/4 cup melted butter or vegetable oil, 
plus extra for cooking

1 tsp vanilla extract

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

We are blessed in Canada, especially here in 
the east, with a climate that supports the sugar 
maples that produce this delicious nectar. Long 
before recorded history, Native men and women 
used birch bark baskets to collect sap as it flowed 
from the trees, boiling it down slowly over open 
flames. While the gathering, equipment and cooking 
techniques may be different today, the result is still 
the same – a sweet and sticky amber liquid that 
bears the call of spring and is best enjoyed with a 
mile high stack of fluffy, buttermilk pancakes.

• Put all-purpose flour, whole wheat flour, sugar, 
baking powder, baking soda, salt and nutmeg into a 
large bowl and whisk to combine. Set aside.
• Whisk together buttermilk, eggs, melted butter 
and vanilla in separate bowl. Pour into flour mixture 
and whisk until just combined to make thick batter. 
For most tender pancakes don’t overmix batter. Let 
stand for five minutes.
• Heat skillet over medium heat. Melt butter in 
skillet until foam subsides. Pour in about 1/2 cup of 
the batter. Cook pancake, turning once, until golden 
brown on both sides. Transfer to a plate and keep 
warm. Repeat with remaining batter and additional 
butter as needed. Serve hot with maple syrup and 
butter.  OH

AAhh spring! A season of growth 
and renewal. The smell in the 
air changes, grass starts poking 
out from beneath the snow, 
buds make their appearance 
on the tips of branches, and 
best of all, maple syrup begins 
to flow.
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Simply Country
simply comfortable, simply affordable

Dealing with
leading Canadian 
Manufacturers such 
as Decor-Rest™, 
Superstyle™, El Ran™  
and many of the  
Waterloo Mennonites 
for solid pine, oak 
and maple pieces.

We have a large gift  
and accessory area for 
personalizing your 
home or retreat.

OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK

705.526.7630
323 King Street
Midland Ontario

At Divine Designs, we believe
not just a trade.“Craftsmanship is an Art”

commitment
to you.

Our

111 Saunders Road, Unit 1
Barrie Ontario L4N 9A7

(705) 730-7636
www.divinekitchens.yp.ca



h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

SHOWHOUSE
BY  KATHLEEN  DUNCAN //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

The	expansive	great	room		
in	this	traditional	home	has		
a	spectacular	view.

37o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 0 936 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 0 9



h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

AAt the end of a long day building custom homes, Bob and Linda Graves 
unwind on the covered porch of their own one-of-a-kind creation.

At their backs is a casual three-season lounge with an indoor-outdoor 
fireplace, providing warmth to the interior, and atmosphere to the nearby 
hot tub outside. A television above the mantle and pass-through window 
to the kitchen combine a cottage feel with the mod-cons of home.

“It’s very relaxing listening to the wind whistling through the trees,” 
says Bob, a police-officer-turned-builder who operates Homes by 
DayCore with his wife. “You’d think you were in Muskoka.”

Perched on the highest ridge in Midhurst’s exclusive Forest Hill Estates, 

this portico is ideally oriented with a western exposure to glory in the 
recurring pageant of vibrant sunsets spilling rainbows onto the already-
stunning vision of the ski hills at Snow Valley and Blue Mountain. 

To retain privacy and a natural look, while optimizing the view of the 
distant Niagara Escarpment, the couple elevated the mature trees dotting 
the down-slope of their front yard by removing some higher branches.

“The house was built in reverse to capture the view,” says Linda, a 
former dental assistant who changed from sterile smocks to hard hats full-
time in 2001. “Every room in the house has a view of some sort – except 
the laundry room.” Continued on page 42

Unique	wrought-iron	spindles	
support	a	curved	banister	on	the	
open	staircase.

TOP	RIGHT:	The	home	is	perched	
on	the	highest	ridge	in	Midhurst’s	
exclusive	Forest	Hill	Estates.	

MIDDLE:	The	covered	porch	leads	
to	a	three-season	lounge	with	a	gas	
fireplace.	There’s	even	a	pass-
through	window	to	the	kitchen.

BOTTOM:	The	view	from	the	terrace.

OPPOSITE	PAGE:	The	staircase,	with	
Juliet	balcony,	is	a	focal	point	in	the	
custom	home.
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h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

The	Great	Room	is	warm,	inviting	and	
provides	plenty	of	room	for	entertaining.	

RIGHT:	This	kitchen	has	it	all.	The	family	
loves	the	large	island	with	attached	

breakfast	bar.	

FAR	RIGHT:	The	master	en	suite	has	a	
soaker	tub,	a	separate	glass	shower	and	

this	large	his-and-her	vanity.	
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Even the cheerful butter-yellow mudroom overlooks a wooded 
expanse sheltering walking trails leading into the heart of the village 
and beyond.

“I’ve always wanted a mudroom with a great big window,” she reflects. 
“It’s the last place you leave and the first place you come back to.”

The room-with-a-view concept echoes throughout the house with a 
floor-to-ceiling version extending across the entire front of the building. 
The roomy master suite and kitchen area flank a great room boasting a wall 
of windows extending to the pinnacle of a two-storey, vaulted ceiling.

The scenic variations from each step on the airy staircase (supplied 
by Barrie Trim and Mouldings) encourage a leisurely ascent. The 
Juliet balcony at the summit is worth the wait. Wrought-iron spindles 
support a curved banister crafted by Palmero Railings, providing 
an elegant romance complemented by the more rustic cultured-rock  
fireplace opposite.

In the bedrooms above, a series of dormers and roof slopes, intensified 
by higher-than-average ceilings extending into the attic space, fracture 
the traditional boxy expectation.

In 18-year-old Corey’s room, the successful athlete has twin cubbies to 
display trophies or, as he chose, to create a cave-like sleeping recess. Sister 
Dayna, 15, occupies a multi-room, grown-up doll house, with unusually 
angled alcoves worthy of Alice’s wonder. Both suites, like the entire house, 
have been fully wired by GRM Communications with an integrated 
system that includes a paging intercom connected to the home offices, 
billiard room, theatre and guest rooms on the lower level.

Instead of intruding on these five acres of serene countryside, the 
6,000-square-foot abode was lovingly crafted in 2007 to enhance  
its environment.

“To build a 2,000-square-foot bungalow on that property would have 
been a shame,” says Bob, with a reverence for the majesty of his hometown. 
“It needed something special.”

In addition to clearing only necessary trees for the brick, stone and 
stucco construction, large natural stones were incorporated by Flynn 
Landscaping to craft a multi-tiered garden that follows the hillside. The 
patios and walkways nearest the house transform into a lower lawn that 
includes a bocce court before giving way to untouched bush.

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

Continued on page 44

The	huge	finished	basement	is	the	
fun	spot.	There’s	also	a	busy	office	
and	gym.

The	lower	family	room	is		
game-central.	The	décor	is	fun		
with	leather	furniture,	neutral		

wall-to-wall	shag	carpeting	and		
green	and	aubergine	accents.	

BOTTOM	LEFT:	Bob,	Linda,	Corey		
and	Dayna	Graves.

BOTTOM	RIGHT:	The	master	bedroom.
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Once the property became available, the entrepreneurial couple 
bought it and got busy with a complicated design requiring a full range of 
skills from drywaller Bruce Almond and framer Bill Snaak (of William 
Enterprises of Minesing).

“It was our dream home,” shrugs Linda, looking around the kitchen 
in satisfaction at the results of her many decisions. With a stone accent 
wall behind the stove, an island with attached breakfast bar, and built-in 
china cabinet, Design House Kitchen & Bath worked with the pair to 
create a study in beauty and practicality. The rich hardwood underfoot 
was fashioned by Irvine Carpet One, as were the carpets and ceramic 
floors elsewhere.

A nearby sitting nook harkens to a country lifestyle warmed by the 
camaraderie of kitchen gatherings. This feature was so popular that Linda 
vows to recommend it to all future clients.

“We were intending to stay here forever,” she says with an ironic grin, 
as she takes a break from packing. She and Bob have a history of building 

homes for their personal use and then eventually testing the market for 
their creations by inviting offers and new opportunities.

Despite the limited market for a home of this calibre, “Hidden Hills” 
(as Linda dubbed it), had an immediate offer. Although they say their 
new Barrie house, with its Kempenfelt Bay view, attracted them for the 
long-term, employees are already betting on the timing of their next 
move. It was, after all, this interest in and aptitude for fashioning unique 
dwellings that led the couple to turn their joint passion into a highly 
successful business.

In a real-estate twist, their new stucco house (a façade appreciated by the 
duo for its relaxing memories of southern vacations), was formerly owned by 
the family moving into the Midhurst mansion they’re leaving behind.

As the re-located couple takes a break from expanding their company 
and shuttling Dayna to her rep volleyball games, Bob and Linda retreat 
to the covered deck of their new home and ponder the varieties of future 
sunsets reflecting on the bay below.  OH

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

Corey’s	room	upstairs	is	like	
a	bachelor	apartment.	

Dayna’s	room	is	every	girl’s	
dream,	with	a	large	walk-in	
closet,	a	separate	room	for	
her	bed	and	a	sitting	room.	
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AT L A S  H A R D S C A P E S . . .
B E AU T I F U L ,  D U R A B L E

Orillia Midland Brockville  1.800.461.0208
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Talia Stone

Naples Collection

Europa Pavers

AB Europa Collection

& GUARANTEED FOR A LIFETIME

225501_AtlasBlock_OurHomesAd.qxd  5/6/08  1:14 PM  Page 1

8222 Hwy 93, Wyebridge
(5 min. South of Midland)

705-527-4343
HWY 27

Midland

A charming home 
décor destination in 
the historic village 
of Wyebridge.

•Pottery

•Framed Prints

•Unique Lamps

•Home Accessories

•Barrymore, Perri &     

  Rowe upholstered   

  furniture

•...and Much More!

Featuring

BACK in THYME
Antiques & Primitive Country Wares

Visit us at
12 Coldwater Road, Coldwater

705.686.3493
Open 10-5, Wednesday to Saturday, 10-4 Sunday

Antiques • Reproduction Furniture • Country Home Décor
Keeper Candles • Primitive Handmade Dolls

Colonial Tinware and Needful Things • Tea Room

Let us transform your home, cottage or garden into
a setting that welcomes the rustic heart.  

Change the lighting,
completely change the room.

Resolve to update your style this year with 
the Circolo Collection by Kichler. These 
sleek looks are smooth and tailored with an 
artistic flair – an easy renovation that’s sure 
to transform your space. Also available in an 
antique bronze finish. 

Living Lighting. It’s light for living.

Need professional installation? Just say the word and we’ll help set it up.

(705) 721-9854 • 42 Caplan Ave., Barrie 
(Located next to Home Depot) 



r e a l  e s t a t e

THE BRIGHT SIDE
INCENTIVES FOR HOMEOWNERS

BY  KATHLEEN  DUNCAN

W
With interest rates near an all-time low, attractive 

government incentive packages, and sales everywhere, now’s 

a great time to explore real estate options, says Gerry Weir, 

Ontario Real Estate Association (OREA) president.

“Interest rates are the lowest I’ve ever seen,” says the 22-year 

real-estate veteran. “So, (they) cannot be a negative – it’s a 

pro all the way.”
Continued on page 50

CELEBRATING OVER 30 YEARS IN POOLS • 8 YEARS IN BARRIE
(705) 739-7665 • 21 MOLLARD COURTwww.poolsandspas.ca

Essa Rd.

Little Ave.

Big Bay Pt. Rd.

Mapleview
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Fairview Mollard

Tranquility Redefined
Experience the soothing, calming,
restorative qualities of water
with your own personal spa
in the privacy of your
own home.

Tranquility Redefined
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Having seen front-page headlines scream layoffs at one local factory 
while the news of mass hirings at eight others got buried in the back 
pages, Weir is taking media doom-and-gloom reports with a grain 
of salt.

“People believe what they read,” he says. “When they read only 
headlines, they might not get the whole story.”

The nightly newscasts quote national statistics that don’t reflect 
Ontario numbers accurately, he explains. Except for a couple of key 
pockets, Ontario is much stronger. 

“We (as realtors) should be educating our community about local 
statistics,” he says. “A realtor has to be knowledgeable about what’s 
going on around, not just about bricks and mortar.”

That includes the new programs introduced in the latest federal 
budget.

The OREA lobbied for years to expand the Home Buyers’ Plan that 
allows first-time home buyers to tap into their Registered Retirement 
Savings Plan for a down payment.

The group was vindicated when Finance Minister Jim Flaherty 
announced the $5,000 hike on the withdrawal limit, bringing it to a 
new high of $25,000.

First-timers are also eligible for the First-Time Home Buyers Tax 
Credit, which provides a maximum tax break of $750 on closing costs; 
and a rebate of as much as $2,000 from the existing provincial Land 
Transfer Tax Refund Program.

 “The Home Renovation Tax Credit (HRTC) gives up to $1,350 
in tax relief,” he says, citing yet another benefit for the homeowner. 
“They’re improving the value of their home and the government 
chipped in.”

David Mandel, president of the Independent Mortgage Brokers 
Association of Ontario (IMBA), agrees.

“Owning real estate has proven to be one of the best and biggest 
investments,” he says. “When renovating, you get back a greater return, 
and what better time to do it but when rates are so low?”

The savings carry through to furnishing new living spaces, not just 
building them.

“Prices have come down – just look at home electronics,” suggests 
Mandel. “People want to clear inventory – and it doesn’t just apply  
to clothing. We hear the bad side, but there is a brighter side,”  
he comments.

“Good news doesn’t sell,” agrees Mandel’s colleague Gary Mauris, 
president of the rapidly-growing mortgage brokerage Dominion 
Lending Centres (DLC).

“In 2008, we originated $7 billion in mortgages across the country,” 
he reports. “So, contrary to what people are hearing, most lenders still 
have a strong appetite for mortgages and renewals.

“Canada has the strongest banking system in the world and it’s 
number one in lots of categories,” he adds. “Now you can afford 
more home than ever before and the payments are low. It’s a great 
opportunity.

“Although you may not have the appreciation you thought you had, 
you pick it up in the new purchase. If you sell in a depressed market, 
you’re also buying in a depressed market.”

The slowdown has created choice, he says.
“For the first time in a long time, there’s lots to choose from. You 

can take your time and negotiate.”
This slow approach is a good one to take when renewing mortgages 

as well, says Mauris, who warns buyers to beware.
“The average Canadian just signs their bank’s renewal letter and 

it’s the biggest mistake they can make,” he says. “Don’t assume because 
you’re a good customer, you automatically get a great rate.”

Instead, it’s likely the bank’s posted rate has significant negotiation 
room.

“With one phone call, we can often save them up to 1.5 per cent on 
the interest rate,” he estimates.

Unlike banks, who offer their in-house suite of products and 
services, independent mortgage brokers deal with all the main financial 
institutions, giving their clients access to hundreds of options.

“There has never been a better time to borrow money,” agrees 
Mandel, a mortgage broker himself. “There’s lots of money available 
for borrowers of all types and for all things.”  OH

r e a l  e s t a t e

 • Billiard Accessories

• Bars & Bar Stools

• Theatre Seating

• Shuffleboard

• Table Tennis

• Darts & Dart Accessories

• Made from selected hardwoods
• Assembled using high-torque bolted construction

providing a strong and sturdy base
• Utilizes superior dovetailed cross-supports

w w w . S a n d e r s P r o . c o m

21 Commerce Pk. Dr.,

Barrie, ON L4N 8X1

Phone: (705) 725-9676

Fax: (705) 725-8218

E-Mail: sanderspro@bellnet.ca

Mapleview Dr.

21 Commerce Park Dr.

Bryne Dr.

Hw
y. 400

We are a Proud Distributor of
Brunswick Tables

We are a Proud Distributor of
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VALUESCarved IN STONE
BY  J IM  FOX  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

JJeremy Buck’s easy smile 
and quiet confidence 
is apparent when he 
explains the intricacies 
of fashioning slabs of 
raw stone into elegant 
countertops, vanities, 
flooring and mantels. 
Though he creates his 
own unique pieces, the 
company he owns, Di 
Pietra Design, focuses on 
the kind of functional art 
that enhances the very 
structure of homes.

Continued on page 54

IN HOME COLOUR CONSULTATION • WINDOW FASHIONS  • DESIGNER WALLPAPER

free estimates

10% off  
TimberCare 
Wood Stain
products

WOOD SHUTTERS FOR 
THE PRICE OF VINYL!

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
84 Rawson Ave. 

Barrie, ON 

705-728-5406 • www.yanchheating.com

Purchases Qualify for Home Renovation 
Tax Credit of up to $1350.00 

* High E�ciency Systems installed with 
$0 Down & LOW Monthly Payments, OAC

Reduce your Energy Costs by up to 40% 

Your Hometown Comfort Team Since 1965

Toll Free: 1-888-499-2624 • Durham: 905-579-5406
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As owner/craftsman, and a mason by trade, Buck chose the name 
of his enterprise carefully. Meaning ‘from stone’ in Italian, the name 
reflects the natural source of all the products that he produces.

Standing in his 15,000-sq.-ft. shop on a three-acre parcel at an 
industrial park in south Barrie, where he personally oversees all of his 
firm’s custom projects, Buck is pleased to demonstrate the automated 
machinery that saves so much time in the crafting of solid stone. The 
mammoth computer-enhanced CNC cutter and edgers dwarf those 
who work with them, as do the pieces of stone milled  at Di Pietra – the 
only high tech operation of its kind in Central Ontario. In addition to 
certified natural stone products, like granite, marble, limestone, slate 
and soapstone, Di Pietra Design is certified to fabricate all quartz 
products. They also carry a full line of Corian products.

Buck has taken pains to ensure that his work is environmentally 
sound. Water is used to clean and cool the various machine bits as well 
as wash away the residue. Run-off water from the process is filtered, 
then recycled, through pumps below the shop floor. Any excess rock 
provides clean fill in the area.

Above the state-of-the-art machines, visitors can’t miss the 
banner messages in the company’s red and black colours. Each 
inspiring message in foot-high lettering captures the values that 
have allowed Buck’s firm to grow so quickly by word-of-mouth – 
CRAFTSMANSHIP, LEADERSHIP, PASSION, COMMITMENT, 
OWNERSHIP, QUALITY, INTEGRITY, PRIDE. Add to these 
sentiments the dynamic verbs, INSPIRE and CREATE, and you 
have captured Buck’s philosophical approach to custom stone 
fabrication.

p e o p l e

This	is	an	example	of	a	
commercial,	solid-column	

stone	structure.

Christopher,	the	CNC	
router	operator,	uses	the	

computer	to	fine	tune	the	
edges	of	stone	slabs	to	meet	

customer	requirements.

A	Di	Pietra	design.

Jeremy	steers	a	massive	
stone	slab	toward	the	

computer-operated	cutter.

Continued on page 56

Branded...Integrity!

visit our showroom
41 Commerce Park Drive, Unit D, Barrie, Ontario
705-725-8111  •  www.decola.ca

Pella Corporation is one of the world’s 
leading manufacturers of premium-
quality window and door products. The 
Pella brand offers a full range of quality 
residential and commercial products 
under distinct product lines crafted from 
wood: Architect Series®, Designer Series® 
and ProLine®.

Recipient of the J.D. Power and Associates award 
for Highest in Customer Satisfaction among 
Window and Door Manufacturers.

design inspiration
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“These are the values I grew up with and I want the people I work 
with to have those values,” Buck says. “If we’re all part of the same 
team, we’ll work well together. That creates synergy. That’s why I 
have apprentices get to know every phase of the operation so that they 
can appreciate the work that their fellow employees do. For instance, 
someone on the shop floor will do a stint with the installation crew to 
know what’s entailed in that part of the process. I want to take them 
out on the job to get a sense of the big picture.” 

Buck, who is celebrating 25 years in the industry, goes on. “If people 
aren’t caught up in their own egos or issues, when a problem comes 
along, we have those shared values and experiences to rely on to get 
through it together. Remember, all our work is custom. There are no 
spec items. In this industry, if there is a mistake it can be costly, so 
precision is key.” Buck’s investment in his company ensures Di Pietra 
meets strict deadlines for delivery.

Buck’s fascination with stone began when he was a child. “My 
dad was an architect, so I was exposed to it early,” he says. “At six 
years old, he took me to the top of one of his projects, Commerce 
Court in Toronto. I’ve never forgotten it.” Buck has been expanding 
his knowledge of the craft since completing his own apprenticeship 
in 1984.

When asked what about his craft gives him the most joy, he is quick 
to respond. “It’s the variety! Every day is different. Every project is a 
unique creation. I’ve worked on a consulate in Russia. My work has 
taken me to England, the Caribbean and all across Canada and the 
U.S.”

Buck’s progression to his present position as a master craftsman 
derives from his native gifts and natural talent. “I’ve always been the 
one in my family to see something and be able to re-create it,” he says. 
“I’m good with my hands and I’ve always been fascinated by technology. 
I’ve always wanted to see how technology could work for us.” OH

Di Pietra Design
672 Welham Rd.
Barrie
705.727.0096
www.dipietradesign.com

p e o p l e

A	sample	of	three	
different	kinds	of	edging	

that	is	available	when	
working	with	stone.

The	shop	floor.

Jeremy	shows	off	his	pride	
and	joy	—	a	computer-operated	
CNC	laser	stone	cutter.
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WWhat’s more, you’re not alone! People everywhere are looking for 
ways to find relief and rejuvenate from the challenges of busy lives 
and current global uncertainties. Turning to our homes is a natural 
response, since we are driven by our instinctive needs for safety, shelter 
and the emotional support our homes give us. Words like nesting and 
home entertainment garner new significance for us as we realize that 
when we feel nurtured at home, everything seems to feel better. Cheers 
to the simple life!

But, home renovating and decorating doesn’t come without a cost, 
and while we all want great homes, today’s realities also demand 
fiscal prudence. The major hurdle is to find balance between needs, 
wants and costs. “Value” should become the benchmark for savvy 
homeowners in terms of performance over time. The availability of 
choice is not the challenge, the right choice is.

SO, HOW DO WE RENOVATE OR REDECORATE 
WITHOUT BREAKING THE BANK? 

1.	 Be	clear	about	your	objectives. 
 Is your need for change functional or aesthetic or both?
2.	Be	clear	about	your	budget	range.
 Product choice will depend upon clarity of cost expectations.  
 Wiggle room is always best when planned ahead.
3.	 Categorize	your	project	according	to:	
	 Fixed	Improvements – which will add value to the resale price  
 of your home and
	 Furnishings	– portable goods which become your personal  
 collection of stuff.
4.	Define	and	prioritize	by	needs.
 These are the items you want in each of the two categories.
5.	Conduct	your	product	search	and	assessment. 
 Address your needs and budget.
6.	Compare	cost	against	quality	and	performance	over	time.

TIPS FOR VALUE BASED SUCCESS 

1.	Consider	the	cost	of	fixed	improvements	in	relation	to	the	
overall	potential	market	value	of	your	property	at	resale. 
Wise investments in upgrading bathrooms, master bedrooms/ 
en suites, and kitchens are notorious for their payback potential. 
Think function and easy maintenance as well as universal appeal when 
it comes to changing permanent fixtures such as toilets, sinks and 
countertops. Kitchens can be updated by giving existing cabinetry a 
facelift – painting or re-facing doors to free up extra budget dollars for 
high-impact upgrades such as granite countertops.

2.	Upgrade	interior	finishing	for	big	WOW	results.
Low-cost MDF pre-primed crown-moulding baseboard and door 
trims add architectural pizzazz. 

3.	 Don’t	cheap	out	when	it	comes	to	lighting.
It really makes a “night and day” difference when you get it right! 
Proper lighting is essential to our health and well-being, and worth 
investing in professional assistance. Good lighting adds value to all 
your interior finishing and furnishings.

4.	Avoid	the	unnecessary	cost	of	redoing	things.
Plan ahead, and divide your projects into workable/affordable chunks. 
Getting the order of priority right can save hundreds of dollars.

5.	 Invest	your	dollars	in	purchases	that	deliver	durability	
and	easy	care. Spend on high-use items like area rugs, upholstered 
furniture and good bedding. It is not less expensive to buy cheap and 
throw away. Repeated replacement of throw-away family room furniture 
and inferior quality sheets, towels and comforters actually costs as much 
as three or four times more than purchasing good quality once. 

6.	Substitute	less	expensive	“look	a-likes.”
Don’t spend a lot when aesthetics and/or occasional use are the only 
requirements, such as drapery fabrics, accessories and ambient lamps 
for “guests only” areas. 

7.	 Avoid	Pennywise	and	Pound-Foolish	Pitfalls 
• Unlined draperies that fade and deteriorate in the sun and cost three 
times as much in replacement value.
• Budget toilets without good flushing mechanisms that often require 
three flushes to one.
• Inappropriate task lighting that leaves us living in shadows and 
compromises our long-term well-being. 
• The lure of trendy fashion for major investment items that become 
dated quickly.
• The advice of others over your own gut feeling when making choices 
about your home. You will know when choices are right – you will 
feel it.  OH

d e c o r a t i n g

THE SIMPLE LIFE                                                         
BY  IRENE  TURNBULL

Sensing a strong urge to seek a little more comfort and solace 
from your home lately? It may surprise you to learn that your 
desire to renovate or redecorate are probably more than just a 
passing fancy, or the predictable spring burst after the challenges 
of winter in Canada.
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g r e e n  l i v i n g

“Things have improved since then,” George said. “There’s a Japanese 
company called Toto. They make low-flush toilets that can play you 
Beethoven’s Fifth and clean your bum at the same time.” He chuckled. 
“And I can probably get you a discount.”

So, I did the math. Thanks to our holding tank, each flush was 
costing us about 25 cents. At a dozen flushes a day that was $3 literally 
down the toilet – almost $1,100 a year. I googled Toto (www.totousa.
com), did some comparative research, located the nearest dealer, and 
the next day we settled on three Toto Aquia II Dual-Flush toilets. They 
didn’t play music or double as bidets, but they used the least amount of 
water – 3.4 litres for a liquid flush, six litres for solid waste – and they 
had the highest flush efficiency rating in their category on the market.

We’ve had these toilets up and flushing now for about four months, 
and I can report that we’re delighted. They have a clean, cool, elegant 
look, they’re comfortable to use and easy to clean, and we’ve had no 
more clogged pipes. Best of all, we’ve cut $60 a month from our pump-
out bill, which means the toilets will have paid for themselves in less 
than two years. I still get a little thrill each time I press the button. 

And that’s how we found gold in raw doo-doo. Virgil was right.

And so was George. I thought he was kidding about Beethoven, but 
apparently not. If you’re a CEO who’s just been bailed out by taxpayers, 
you can spring for the latest Toto model, the Neorest 550 (www.
totoneorest.com/#/home/) At $5,000 US a unit, it’s no longer just a 
dual-flush toilet; it’s an “Integrated Personal Cleansing System.” When 
you approach the throne, it will salute you by raising its pre-heated 
seat automatically. As you do your business, it can mask embarrassing 
sounds with 20 pre-programmed soundscapes (you can do it with 
Beethoven’s Fifth if you upload it) while a catalytic deodorizer fills the 
air with sweet smells. When you are done, it washes your privates with 
a gentle, pulsating stream of warm water, then blows them dry. Finally, 
as you stand to depart, it flushes and closes itself, again, automatically. 

Am I jealous? Not at all. With the money our modest Aquia II 
saves us, we can now afford to be pampered, should the need arise, at 
a proper spa, where we can lie back and dream of our next step toward 
sustainability: a working grey water system.  OH

Paul Wilson is a writer, editor, and translator who lives full time in rural 
Ontario. He can be reached at paul.heathcote@sympatico.ca

 Flush
WITH SAVINGS

BY  PAUL  W ILSON

“Aurum in stercore quaero.” – Virgil

When I was young and pretentious, I used Virgil’s epigram 
– which translates, politely, as “I seek gold in manure” – to 
justify my appetite for bad movies. Little did I know that 
many years later, I would literally come up with gold from 
the aforementioned source.

The	Toto	Neorest	550,	complete	
with	nightlight	and	automated	
seat	and	flush	features,	is	the	
Rolls	Royce	of	high-efficiency	
toilets.	Its	cleansing	technology	
is	so	sophisticated	the	toilet	
paper	is	there	only	for		
emergency	backup.

L
Let me explain.
Twelve years ago, when Patricia and I first took on the project 

of renovating an ancient piece of property that backed onto one of 
Ontario’s more picturesque rivers, our friend George, who runs a large 
plumbing firm in Toronto, shared his costing formula with us. “Take 
your original estimates,” he said, “subtract 10 per cent for discounts 
and other deals, then multiply the result by two.” By the time we were 
ready to move in, we found that George had been off by only a third: 
we had spent three times as much as we’d planned for.

On the other hand, we had a house we loved, and despite the 
building’s antiquity, the result was modern and “green,” or so we 
thought. We’d installed an energy-efficient, oil-fired Viessmann boiler 
(www.viessmann.ca/) to drive a hot-water heating system that would 
automatically power down when no one was home; the walls and ceilings 
were packed with insulation I’d carefully put in myself; the windows 
were new, double-glazed; the appliances all state-of-the-art, with low 
electricity and water consumption ratings. This last point was especially 
important, because we were too close to the river to permit a septic 
system, so all our wastewater went into a 3,000 gallon holding tank. Still, 

at $75 a pump-out every couple of months, the cost seemed bearable.
Over the past 10 years, however, we found that George’s formula 

applied to our running costs as well. The price of electricity and oil 
soared, and, with municipal amalgamation, so did our property taxes. 
New and stringent environmental controls tripled our pump-out bills, 
and by last fall, we were paying about $3,500 a year just to get rid of 
wastewater that originally came free from our well. It was killing us.

I began looking for ways to separate “black” sewage from “grey” (the 
runoff from bathtubs, showers, and sinks) and redirecting this grey 
water to other, less expensive dispersal points. This led me to a company 
offering a product that recycled treated grey water through the toilets, 
in effect using the same water twice. It offered modest savings, but at 
the cost of re-plumbing the house. I called George for advice.

“Forget that,” he counselled. “The fastest way to save money is to 
start from the bottom.” He paused. “I mean it literally,” he said. “You 
should get new low-flush toilets.”

I said I was afraid they wouldn’t work properly. Even with our 
toilets that use almost three gallons a flush, we’d already had a couple 
of disastrous, malodorous backups. 

Aquia	II	Dual	Flush
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Creating a Functional  WINE CELLAR
BY  N ICK  KEUKENMEESTER

WWhen finding the right place to keep your wines, there are three 
factors to keep in mind.

Temperature: The ideal temperature is somewhere between 52 and 
55 degrees Fahrenheit (11-13 degrees Celsius). If it is a little higher than 
this, the wines mature faster, and the opposite occurs if it is on the cool 
side. You want to try to avoid large fluctuations as this can shrink and 
expand the corks, leading to leakage and spoilage.

Light: There is a reason most wines come in coloured glass. Ultraviolet 
light can be as damaging as heat to wine.

Vibration: Wines need a settled environment if they are to age gracefully.

There is no point in buying wine to keep unless you have 
somewhere to put it. Wine cabinets (specially designed fridges) or 
even just cold storage areas in a basement will all do this job for you. 
There is no sense in building an expensive 10,000-bottle cellar when 
you have three cases to put in it. Start with the coolest, darkest place 
in the house and upgrade from there when you need to. 

Forward Thinking 
When stocking a cellar, it is important to remember that you want 

wines to be ready at different times. It’s not much help if you have 
nothing to drink for 10 years and then 500 bottles are ready all at once! 
Stagger your buying and go for things with varying aging capacity.

Be Eclectic 
Different situations call for different wines. Maybe you are not a 

white wine drinker, but when you have guests over to eat fish you still 
want a couple of options. Don’t forget that occasions come up for sweet 
wines and ports. Ones with a little age can be a show-stopper. 

Palates Change 
Most collectors start out loving the big reds from California, 

Australia and Bordeaux. It takes time to develop a palate for Pinot Noir 
and the wines of Burgundy. As drinking wine with dinner becomes 
the norm, you start to look for those perfect matches. Old Pinot often 
fills that role, but unless you cellar a little at the beginning, it will take 
you a long time to find this out.

Mind Your Own Palate 
Not everyone likes mature wine. As a wine develops, its obvious 

fruit or primary characteristics mellow and subside, and secondary 
notes (like herbs and spices) come through. If you like fruity wine, 
don’t leave it too long.

We All Mature At Our Own Pace
European wines (and French wines in particular) go through 

a dumb phase. Like teenage children, they go into their bedrooms 
and don’t come out for three years. In this time, their company is not 
something to seek out. Basically, the fruit is less available to the palate 
and the wine doesn’t offer all it has to give. Once this phase is complete, 
the wine emerges like a butterfly from its cocoon, mellowed and with 
new layers of complexity. Most new-world wines do not suffer through 
this phase, but many would argue they don’t gain the same levels of 
complexity either. Great Bordeaux and Burgundy can often improve 
over 10 or more years. 

Is it a Keeper? 
So what keeps well and what doesn’t? Let’s look at the 
grapes most likely to repay a little cellar time.

WHITES

Yes
Riesling (the greatest ager of all, with mineral notes 
abounding), Chardonnay, Pinot Gris, Gewurztraminer, 
Semillon (not just Sauternes, but the dry stuff from 
Australia too)

No
Sauvignon Blanc, Viognier, White Zinfandel, Pinot 
Grigio, Arneis, Cortese (Gavi), Albarino, most sparkling 
wines (Champagne excepted)

REDS

Yes
Pinot Noir, Barbera, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, 
Shiraz/Syrah, Cabernet Franc, Tempranillo, Sangiovese, 
Carmenere, Nebbiolo

Maybe
Grenache (no more than 3-5 years), Gamay (only the 
top Beaujolais; NOT Beaujolais Nouveau)

No
Zinfandel (enjoy the fruit in its youth), Dolcetto, 
Corvina (unless it’s Amarone), Rosé. Also, remember 
that 90 per cent of wines are consumed within hours 
of purchase and most wines are now made for this 
purpose, so most will not cellar well.   OH

If you have any questions about any of the topics Nick has covered here, feel free to 
send him an email: nick@liffordwineagency.com. Nick Keukenmeester is a writer 
who is currently Head of Private Client Sales for Lifford Wine Agency.

e n t e r t a i n i n g

CHASE	CUSTOM	HOMES	AND	RENOVATIONS	LTD.
I	have	been	in	the	construction	of	new	homes	business	for	20	years.	

I	specialize	in	custom	homes	and	renovations	and	I	recently	became	a	
member	of	the	Renomark	program.

I	am	a	registered	builder	with	Tarion,	WSIB.	Barrie	Home	Builder’s	
Association	and	I	provide	all	necessary	insurance	coverage.

I	am	honest,	committed	and	will	deliver	the	results	that	I	agree	
upon	with	you,	staying	closely	to	your	budget	with	no	surprises	upon	
closing.

I	have	been	purchasing	top	quality	products	from	Elmvale’s	Home	
hardware	where	I	enjoy	a	very	favourable	and	reliable	relationship	and	
indeed	friendship.	Both	Elmvale	Home	Hardware	and	I	are	enthusiastic	
and	eager	to	deliver	top	quality	homes	and	renovation	services	as	we	
strive	to	meet	the	needs	of	our	customers.

My	sub	trades	and	workers	are	reliable	and	dependable.	They	are	
paid	on	time	for	a	job	well	done	and	as	a	result,	they	provide	prompt	
attention	to	the	job	at	hand.

I	am	highly	recommended	for	top	quality	work	at	a	competitive	cost	
and	would	be	happy	to	provide	references	as	well	as	show	off	some	of	
my	past	projects	in	the	area.	Please	feel	free	to	contact	me	for	your	
every	building	or	renovation	need.

I	do	it	all	from	building	complete	homes	to	finished	basements,	
additions	and	decks.
Call Bart Chase at (cell) 705.790.3892, (home) 705.361.1443
barosanna@hotmail.com, Bchaseconstruction@gmail.com  
(Please see ad on page 47)

CLOSETS	BY	DESIGN	OF	CENTRAL	ONTARIO
As	the	first	location	in	Canada,	Closets	by	Design	of	Central	Ontario	

offers	three	distinctive	closet	systems	to	fit	almost	any	budget.		Today’s	
state-of-the-art	closets	bring	together	beauty	and	functionality	in	a	
luxurious	and	stylish	setting.		Many	walk-in	closets	include	vanities	
and	islands	that	allow	for	additional	storage	space	and	even	granite	
countertops	to	complete	the	high-end	look	and	feel.

At	Closets	by	Design,	phone	inquiries	are	quickly	followed	up	with	an	
immediate	in-home	consultation	appointment,	where	a	designer	brings	
a	variety	of	photos	and	layouts	of	organizational	systems	offered,	as	
well	as	product	samples	of	different	colours,	styles	and	hardware	for	
the	customer	to	choose	from.		Installation	follows	shortly	thereafter	
and	typically	takes	1-2	days.		All	systems	are	produced	at	the	Closets	

by	Design	manufacturing	
fac i l i ty, 	 e l iminat ing 	 the	
mess	associated	with	many	
traditional	home	improvement	
projects.

C o m p r e h e n s i v e	
organization	solutions	are	
avai lable	for	al l 	 types	of	
projects,	ranging	from	laundry	
rooms,	garages,	home	offices	
and	wall	units	to	pantries	
and	hobby	rooms.		Custom	
organization	systems	allow	
consumers	to	turn	any	space	

into	a	much	more	adaptable,	durable	and	convenient	part	of	the	home	
and	may	qualify	for	the	new	Home	Renovation	Tax	Credit.
Campbell and Kathy Torrance, (705) 727-1100, (800) 293-3744
31 Saunders Rd., Unit 1, Barrie, ON, www.closetsbydesign.ca
 (Please see ad on page 31)

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

BARRIE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

OUR	HOMES	SPECIAL	ADVERTISING	FEATURE	

>>	SOURCE IT
LA	MOQUETTE	–	INTERIOR	DESIGN	SERVICES

Lidia	van	Zyl	(owner)	&	Kristy-
Lynn	Banman	warmly	welcome	you	
to	la	moquette!	You	will	find	not	only	
a	collection	of	unique	treasures,	
fine	rugs,	and	beautiful	furnishings,	
but	great	ideas,	and	exceptional	
service.	We	are	available	to	meet	
with	you	in	store	to	discuss	your	
design	dilemma,	or	in-home,	for	a	
more	comprehensive	project.	Our	
complete	design	services	include	
custom	draperies	and	accents,	
material	finish	selection,	as	well	
as	cad	space	planning.	To	keep	you	
informed	of	the	latest	design	trends,	
we	host	regular	seminars	and	DIY	
workshops,	creating	a	fabulous	home	on	any	budget!

Send	us	your	contact	information	if	you	wish	to	be	notified	of	
upcoming	open	houses	and	seminars	@	lamoquette.ca.
La Moquette, 8 Essa Road, Barrie, ON, 705.726.5604  
(Please see ad on page 17)

DECOLA	WINDOWS	AND	DOORS	INC
Decola	Windows	and	Doors	Inc	is	Central	Ontario’s	largest	distributor	

of	some	of	the	most	discerning	window	and	door	products	available	on	
the	market	today.	Brands	such	as	Pella,	Andersen,	Ostaco,	and	Lepage	
are	industry	leaders	in	their	respective	fields.	Innovative	features	unique	
to	each	product	line	is	what	sets	DWD	apart	from	the	competition.	
Features	include	internal	raise	and	lower	blinds	and	shades,	e3	e4,	
and	energy	rated	179	glazing	technologies.	All	exceptional	features	for	
today’s	energy	consumption	minded	buyers.	Innovations	like	wood	grain	
fibreglass	door	
systems	give	
you	the	 look	
a n d 	 b e a u t y	
o f 	 n a t u r a l	
wo o d 	 d o o rs	
w h i l e 	 b e i n g	
more	energy	
e f f i c i e n t .	
Ava i lab le 	 in	
oak,	mahogany,	
and	douglas	fir	
wood	grains.	Whether	it’s	the	more	cost	effective	all	vinyl	window,	or	
the	beauty	of	natural	wood/clad	windows,	DWD	has	the	window	or	
door	you’re	looking	for.	Virtually	any	style,	size,	and	colour	–	let	the	
knowledgeable	window	and	door	professionals	at	DWD	turn	your	vision	
into	reality.	Established	in	1993,	DWD	have	experienced	staff	members	
that	have	been	in	the	window	and	door	business	since	1985.	Our	exacting	
attention	to	the	details	ensures	that	your	windows	and	doors	will	be	
architecturally	correct.	

Branded...Integrity
DeCola Windows and Doors Inc, 41D Commerce Park Dr., Barrie, ON
705.725.8111, www.decola.ca
(Please see ad on page 55)
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f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

You don’t have to leave home to enjoy a relaxing day at the spa.
With a little imagination, you can escape to your own bathroom for some peace 
and tranquility. Don’t forget to dim the lights and play your favourite music!

STYLED BY ANDREA RAMACIERI // PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE FOX 

 GIVE YOUR BATHROOM A 

Spa Treatment

Continued on page 66

APPLIANCES

TA	APPLIANCE	Page 3

THE	EUROPEAN	APPLIANCE	STORE		

	 Page 33

BUILDERS	

CHASE	CUSTOM	HOMES	

	 &	RENOVATIONS	Page 47

HOMES	BY	DAYCORE	Page 49

JASPER	ARCHITECTURAL		DESIGN					

	 Page 33

THE	VILLAGE	AT	BAY	MOORINGS	Page 29

BUILDING	SUPPLIES	

ATLAS	BLOCK	Page 46

MAXWELL’S	LANDSCAPE	&		

	 MASONRY	SUPPLY	Page 31

CABINETS	&	WOODWORKING	

WYEWOOD	CUSTOM	CABINETS	Page 28

CLOSETS	

CLOSETS	BY	DESIGN	Page 31

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE	&	

STONE		

DI	PIETRA	DESIGN	Page 11

FLOORING		

A	GALLERY	OF	RENOVATIONS	Page 4

MAJESTIC	NORTH	Page 13

FURNITURE	&	HOME	DÉCOR		

ABODA	DECOR	Page 6 

BACK	IN	THYME	Page 47 

HERITAGE	HOMESTEAD	Page 17

HOMECOMING	Page  17

LA	MOQUETTE	Page 17

RAFTERS/LIVING	LIGHTING	Page 47

SATURDAY	AFTERNOONS		

	 HOME	STORE	Page 55

SEASONS	Page 17

SIMPLY	COUNTRY	Page 35

WYEBRIDGE	COUNTRY	GARDEN	Page 47

GEOTHERMAL		

NOTTAWASAGA	MECHANICAL	Page 28

GLASS	DESIGN		

SGO	DESIGNER	GLASS	Page 27

HEATING	&	AIR	CONDITIONING		

NOTTAWASAGA	MECHANICAL	Page 28

YANCH	HEATING	&	AIR	CONDITIONING	

	 Page 53

HOME	ENTERTAINMENT		

SANDERS	PRO	Page 51

HOME	IMPROVEMENTS		

THE	WATER	STORE	Page 28

HOUSEHOLD	CLEANING	

PRODUCTS		

WINNING	BRANDS	Page 2

INTERIOR	DECORATING		

TURNBULL	INTERIORS	Page 67

KITCHEN	AND	BATH		

A	GALLERY	OF	RENOVATIONS	Page 4

DESIGNERS	PLUS	KITCHEN		

	 &	BATHS	Page 27

DIVINE	DESIGNS	Page 35

KITCHEN	&	BATH	DESIGN	HOUSE	Page 45

PERKINSFIELD	KITCHEN	&	BATH	Page 5

LENDING		

DOMINION	LENDING	CENTRES	Page 51

MASONRY		

MAXWELL’S	LANDSCAPE	&		

	 MASONRY	SUPPLY	Page 31

PAINTING	&	DECORATING		

BENJAMIN	MOORE	Page 15

LABAR	SALES	Page 53

POOLS	&	SPAS		

CLEAR	CHOICE	Page 49

RAILINGS		

PALERMO	RAILINGS	Page 31

ROOFING		

ONTARIO	SHAKE	N’	TILE	Page 68

SAUNAS		

SAUNA	RAY	Page 9

WINDOWS	&	DOORS		

DECOLA	WINDOWS	&	DOORS	Page 55

KEMPENFELT	WINDOWS	Page 7

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 com-
panies have utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now 
we’re making it easier than ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. 

And for more information on these fine businesses, link directly to their websites at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/
barrie.

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, 
or to have your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at jjefferson@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have 
your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-429-4479.
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f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

Here’s what you’ll need.

1)A Beautiful Soaker Tub

5) Scented Candles

2) Fluffy Towels 

4) Flower Petals

3) Bamboo Shoots

6) A Great Floor Mat  OH

Continued from page 64

Get Real with
your Decorating
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Start with the Top

Call Toll Free 1-888-271-7119
roofontario.com

LIFETIME
WARRANTY
LIFETIME

WARRANTY

Increase the value of your home,
and beautify your property. 

No more wind blown shingles in your driveway and yard.

Protect against wind, rain, snow and moss.

This allows homeowners to claim a credit of up to $1350 on qualified home improvements. 
We will match our governments incentive, to keep our crews working and our volume up 
we will offer $1350 off of the contract price! Combined with the HRTC that is a total 
savings of $2700! It’s never been easier to own an Ontario Shake N’ Tile roof! 
Please Quote Promo-Code: HRTC-03

BIG NEWS!
The Home
Renovation
Tax Credit

Protect your home with Ontario's best cool metal roof!

The beauty of wood, the strength of steel


