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The perfect occasion requires the perfect grill.

Find your perfect grill today!

We are the BBQ SUPERSTORE

www.taappliance.com

Imperial Series

Regal Series
Sovereign Series

Signet Series

Monarch Series
Crown Series

42 CAPLAN AVE, BARRIE
(NEXT TO HOME DEPOT)

705-719-1390
MON. TO FRI. 9-9, SATURDAY 9-6, SUNDAY 11-5   

ALSO IN KITCHENER AND BRANTFORD
www.taappliance.com   



5 Beautiful, Furnished Models
Eco Park Views Selling Fast!
5 Beautiful, Furnished Models

$152990$152990

Eco Park Views Selling Fast!

Phase One 70% Sold

Hurry In!
Phase One 70% Sold

Hurry In!

From OnlyFrom Only

SALES OFFICE
40 Ferndale Drive S. Barrie

SALES OFFICE
40 Ferndale Drive S. Barrie 705.733.0300

pratthomes.ca
705.733.0300
pratthomes.ca
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705.527.6116
www.pkbgroup.ca

D E F I N I N G  S PA C E  W I T H                                 E V E R Y T I M E !Excellence

Relax with confidence – when you choose a custom kitchen or furnishings  
from Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath, you are guaranteed the excellence 
and craftsmanship you deserve. Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath has been 
in the business of manufacturing dream kitchens since 1997 and we 
pride ourselves on customer satisfaction and personal service every time.

Come in and visit our expanded showroom and browse through our 
new addition – The Olde Cottage Store – where you’re sure to find 
your everyday gift and home decor needs.  

New Showroom Kitchen

PKB Sp12.indd   1 12-02-08   3:30 PM



Your Local Independent Dealer of  
California Paints, the designers’ first choice for  

colour and quality. Not available at the Big Box Stores.

Inspiring Designers, Architects and Decorators

Eco-Friendly ELEMENTS Paint  
Now Available!

ELEMENTS, the zero-VOC interior 

acrylic latex finish by California Paints 

is now available. This new high-

performance and environmentally 

responsible paint, containing the 

anti-bacterial additive Microban®, 

provides exceptional hiding power 

and durability.

Skid-Grip® Acrylic provides a slip 
resistant surface that is specifically 
designed to beautify existing 
concrete or asphalt. The 100% acrylic 
formulation provides increased 
performance and reduces oxidation. 
This prevents peeling, flaking and the 
erosion of the concrete surface below, 
keeping the integrity of the anti-
slip surface intact for years to come. 
Skid-Grip® Acrylic offers a luxury look 
without a high price.

40% OFF*
Maxxmar Shutters

*Limited Time Only

Free  IN  HOME COLOUR CONSULTAT ION • WINDOW FASHIONS •  DES IGNER WALLPAPER

WE NOW DO CUSTOM DRAPERY & BEDDING   Contact Carol: cwines@labar.ca

705.726.1423  94 TIFFIN ST  •  BARRIE   www.labar.ca

Labar Sp12.indd   1 12-02-29   12:13 PM



Your Home Decor Destination
heritagehomestead.ca

Open 10-5 Every Day 705.487.6930
Hwy 11 N at the 5th line between Barrie & Orilliavisit us today!

Great Gift Ideas!
Great Gift Ideas!

•  E X C E P T I O N A L  Q U A L I T Y ,  O U T S T A N D I N G  D E S I G N S  •  C U S T O M  L U X U R Y  A D D I T I O N S  •  C O M P L E T E  C O N T R A C T I N G  S E R V I C E S

Bring Us Your Dream...

We’ll Build It!

Your Journey Begins With Us

(705) 431-2268
www.antconstruction.ca

Craftsmanship   Passion   Quality
Integrity   Commitment   Value

Morethan just granite countertops...

C A N A D I A N  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

Come visit our newly renovated showroom & facility

Master Craftsmanship...Impeccable Quality  
With Di Pietra Design, you are ensured a wonderful  

experience and a countertop you will be proud of!

672  We l h am  Rd ,  Ba r r i e ,  ON    705 .727 .0096    www.d i p i e t r a d e s i g n . c om

in just 10 days
Canadian-made countertops  
at factory direct pricing
We now  

offer
financing!

Visit our showroom  

for more  

information.

DiPietra Sk12.indd   1 12-02-17   6:25 PM



E
EVERY PLACE OUR HOMES IS INVITED to photograph and 
write about has its own unique personality. I’m referring to something 
completely different than a home’s architectural style.

I hear it all the time, “If only these walls could talk.” I can tell you that 
they do. Homes certainly tell stories about the people who live in them 
and the more personality, the better the story.

It was a comment Cathy Tait made about her incredible waterfront 
home to writer Kathleen Duncan that made me realize just how much 
our homes say about us. “This is not a precious home,” Cathy says. 
What she means is that while her home is beautiful, it was designed, 
crafted and decorated for living (page 76). This home makes you feel at 
home. Treasured art fills the walls and each room is thoughtfully and 
intentionally outfitted with furniture and accessories that bring comfort 
and joy. I also love that the Tait home isn’t huge, yet every square foot is 
built to enhance the lives of everyone who steps inside.

When Elke Bradford of Designers Plus Kitchen & Bath tells me she has 
a space our readers should see, my ears perk up. Elke never disappoints. 
Her latest creation (page 28) is fun and innovative. She and her husband 
Jim have now renovated three homes that have been featured on the cover 
of OUR HOMES. 

If you’re considering condo-living, Pratt Homes has the home for you. 
We had so much fun shooting this feature (page 54). Check out each 
model to find out which one captures your lifestyle.

We also tour two more custom homes (pages 50 and 58) and remind 
everyone that building the home you want is always within reach (page 42).

 If your walls could talk, what would they say about you? Whatever 
you do to your home this spring, make sure to add some personality.

Sincerely,

Georgette McCulloch, Editor-In-Chief
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

705.322.2800 • 121 Highway 27, Elmvale

the Best Products...the Best Service
...for the Best Home Builders

Elmvale

Elmvale HH.indd   1 12-02-21   3:10 PM

Join our following  
Receive a monthly newsletter 
with the latest design trends, 
tips, and tricks of the trade.

Visit: www.klinteriordesign.ca
for details

KL
I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N

Kristylynn Banman  |  705.795.7958  |   kl@klinteriordesign.ca

beautiful. functional. timeless.
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299 Lakeshore Dr, Suite 100, Barrie

FIRST CONTACT REALTY
Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated

E xquisite 4 bedroom, 4 bathroom home on a premium lot, with 
no neighbour on the east side and backing onto farmland. Upgrades 
include rich dark hardwood, granite countertops, and a butler’s pantry 
to name a few. Comes with six high quality appliances. Also included is 
gas BBQ, pool table and accessories, window coverings and upgraded 
light fixtures. Furniture and decor are negotiable. This beautiful home 
shows like a model suite - 10++!  Move in ready – just needs you! Close 
to schools, transit and amenities. Listed at $469,900

Exquisite Home 
Move-in Ready!
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Come in today to find out how you can get a great night’s sleep tonight and every night!

... what it’s like to have more
energy during the day.

ask  me Find out for yourself how  
your Tempur-Pedic helps you:

get a great night’s sleep every night•	
sleep through the night•	
have more energy during the day•	 †

Fall in love with your bed

†Reported by Tempur-Pedic owners as compared to owners of traditional mattress brands. 2010 SMI-Alcott Mattress Attitude & Usage Study.
©2012 Tempur-Pedic Management Inc. All rights reserved.  TM Trademark 2012 to Tempur-Pedic Inc. and TEMPUR-Canada
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WALLPAPERING SCENARIO 1
Dilemma: I would like to see a bold change in my modern dining room.
Advice: Use a daring pattern on one wall to create a visual pop when 
entering the room. 

I have never been a fan of the “accent wall” but it does apply in some 
cases. Take this Cole & Son geometric (1) which gives the effect of a 
colourful kaleidoscope. It is shocking and the scale enormous, but it could 
be stunning paired with all things simple to tone it down. For something 
less extreme, try Trove wallpapers. Again, the scale is huge, but the 
pattern, a little softer (and easier to apply on all walls if you choose). My 
favourite is Auva in blue (2). You would certainly have no need for art!

WALLPAPERING SCENARIO 2
Dilemma: I would like to add warmth to my den.
Advice: Choose a paper-backed linen or a finely textured grasscloth 
and apply to all walls.

Applying texture to walls gives a sense of being enveloped in a room. 
It creates warmth and a cosiness that you can’t achieve with a flat paint. 
And there are limitless possibilities when it comes to textures – try 
Phillip Jeffries’ Manila Hemp (3) or Tapetex’s Espada Linen (4). If 
seeing the seaming will bother you, steer clear of grasscloth and opt for 
a paperbacked fabric instead. The seams are tighter and inconspicuous. 
It’s admittedly, my favourite treatment. 

WALLPAPERING SCENARIO 3
Dilemma: I would like to make my bookshelves appear more interesting 
and less bare.
Advice: Use a small-scale pattern to create a visually interesting backdrop.

Choose a classic like Farrow & Ball’s Polka Square (5), whose gold 
dots will add a bit of glam to the setting. Or try Galbraith & Paul’s Small 
Star (6) for a contemporary twist on classic patterning. This would create 
a beautiful backdrop highlighting the items placed in front. Of course, 
when choosing your paper, keep in mind what you intend to place on 
the shelves. If the objects are ornate, be sure to tone down the backdrop.

Wallpapering never really went away, but with the advancement of 
printing techniques and the popularity of home decorating we’ve certainly 
seen an incredible array of new designs. It’s exciting and the applications 
are endless. The only trouble with wallpapering is, once you commit to 
one area, the remaining walls seem nude by comparison!  OH

PAPERpossibilities
Every so often I look around my home and wish that I had covered 

every wall in grasscloth and over-painted in white. It would achieve an 
aged look like a charming farmhouse in the English countryside and I 
would never have to think about my walls again. Of course, I would. And 
how could you not with all of the wonderful wallpapers on offer? 

We’ve seen enough traditional wallpaper to know that it can be 
beautiful in the right setting and withstand the test of time, so you will see 
no toile or damask on this page. But will you be happy with your walls in 
time or will they age quickly with some of the newer, more daring designs? 
Wallpapering can always be stripped away and re-painted (or re-papered) 
but the expense would be a shame, so choose wisely. 

Manufacturers will provide samples to take home and look at in situ. 
What you see online or in a showroom does not always translate well at 
home so take advantage of this service and make sure you’re happy with 
the colour and the pattern. 

When you’re ready to take the plunge, think of two things: What am 
I trying to achieve? How can I achieve it?

a d v i c e

1

2

3

4

5
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Designer  
Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

705.527.1515
www.freshflowersbyleanne.com

212 King Street, Midland

Showroom

35 Cedar Point Dr, Unit 33, Barrie 

705.726.4783

www.designersplus.ca

where

        families

                gather....
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	 CUSTOM	HOMES

	 RENOVATIONS

	 PROJECT
	 MANAGEMENT	

705.294.0785	
cl@bigeastconstruction.com

www.bigeastconstruction.com

BUILDING
BUILDING

Homes
Dreams

salnek.ca

barrie
34 cedar point dr. #507 • (705) 737-4200  

muskoka • gravenhurst • parry sound • dundas  
wasaga beach • collingwood • toronto • markham

• Convenient • energy effiCient 
• versatile Design options

Motorized shading solutions offer quiet, precision control of window treatments for 
convenient daylight management while saving energy and enhancing décor.

Certified in Hunter Douglas hardwired automated blinds and drapery systems.

with any motorization purchase (one per order). expires 31/03/12

Standard 
remote

•	 Residential,	commercial	&	estate	
property	lawn	&	garden	maintenance

•	 Complete	tree	service	including		
stump	removal

•	 Full	landscape	design	&	construction

Design/Build/Maintain
(705)	726-9189		•			www.flgweb.ca

Call today for discounted  
pre-paid 2012 lawn programs!

Foster Lawn
& Garden

Est. 1992

230 Bayview Drive, Unit 7, Barrie ON  .  705.727.0229

For additional inspiration, visit our website: www.agalleryofinteriors.com

Let us Design Your 
Home Renovation  

From the Ground Up 

Please call us for your free consultation

Inspiration is now waiting for you

KitchensCabinetsmith
style • quality • affordability

Kitchens

FREE
COUNTERTOP &  

UNDERMOUNT SINK
• See store for details •

• See store for details •

25%
OFF

K I T C H E N S  •  B A T H R O O M S  •  F L O O R I N G  •  V A N I T I E S  •  R E N O V A T I O N S



Y
“Design is coming to grips with one’s real lifestyle, one’s real place in the world. 

Rooms should not be put together for show but to nourish one’s well-being.”
– Interior Designer Albert Hadley

Your home should be as fresh this season as the air outside. Start from the ground up 
with new flooring and tile, then add a signature piece to your favourite room. 

CABIN BOY 
(1) Cicerno Ottoman
Finely crafted by C.R. Lane in 
a fabric called Freeway Gold. 
The lovely solid-wood legs are 
finished in honey pine. This 
stunning piece will complete 
your favourite room. 
251 King St.
Midland
705.527.1627
www.cabinboy.ca

IRVINE CARPET ONE  
FLOOR & HOME
(2) Coverings and Tiles
Irvine offers tiles and coverings for 
all your renovation and building 
projects. Strip tiles by ErthCoverings 
offer a modern, unique look for 
your walls. Glass tile is perfect for 
bathrooms and kitchens.
514 Bayfield St.
Barrie
705.728.5566
www.irvinecarpetonebarrie.com

1

2

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

inc.

Unique, unexpected & inspiring
Custom InterIor DeCoratIng anD DesIgn

w w w. c y n d i e j e r o m e d e s i g n . c o m

t: 705.290.0900  |  c: 416.230.3298
e: cyndie@cyndiejeromedesign.com

DiscoverYour style

MIDLAND . GEORGIAN BAY . BARRIE . COLLINGWOOD
705.245.2371         www.lskitchensandcabinetry.com

SHOWROOM
699 Aberdeen Blvd, #64, Midland

HOME & COTTAGE 

INTERIORS

22  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 2
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TA APPLIANCES
(3) Broil King Imperial Barbecue
A newly refined barbecue designed for 
the true outdoor grill enthusiast. This 
stainless steel beauty comes with two 
totally independent cooking ovens, a side 
burner and a rear rotisserie burner. It 
even has built-in oven lights.
42 Caplan Ave.
Barrie
705.719.1390
www.taappliance.com

MUNRO’S FURNISHINGS
(4) Winchester Pedestal Dining Table
Everything about this rough-sawn, 
60-inch, round, solid pine dining room 
table is beautiful. Finished in barn-
board grey, it is destined to stay in 
the family forever.
2060 Commerce Park Dr.
Innisfil
705.436.5535
www.munrosfurnishings.com

STAPLES DESIGN GROUP
(5) Zora Cube Ottoman
This fabulous ottoman, covered in a zebra-
print hide, will add warmth, texture and a 
sense of fun to any room. Use as a cocktail 
table, handy footstool or extra seating.
470 Huronia Rd.
Barrie
705.721.8585
www.staplesdesigngroup.com

KITCHENART NORTH
(7) Top Knobs Twig Hardware 
Hand-finished from the Aspen Artisan 
Bronze Collection. A craftsman creates the 
final shape and texture of these whimsical 
twig pulls, creating a unique look and feel.
149 Welham Rd. Unit 23
Barrie
705.719.6712
www.cabinetsbykitchenart.ca

GRAND FLOORS
(8) Hardwood Flooring
Wire-scraped Canadian hardwood flooring 
from Preverco is a beautiful, durable and 
affordable choice for your home.  Three 
popular finishes in the Verywood line 
include Black Bear, Grizzly and Kodiak. 
74 Saunders Rd.
Barrie
705.721.6852
www.grandfloors.ca   OH

HERITAGE HOMESTEAD
(6) Irish Coast Credenza Cabinet
This versatile storage cabinet is made 
of reclaimed and recycled wood. A 
hand-rubbed finish creates an aged 
patina. It will fit nicely in your bathroom, 
bedroom, dining room, kitchen…
2449 Hwy. 11 
Oro Station (between Barrie and Orillia)
705.487.6930
www.heritagehomestead.ca

3

4

5

6

7

8
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2118 sq ft. Furnished by Munro’s

Presenting... 
“The Cambridgeshire”

109 Budds Mill Road, Snow Valley Landing
Sat/Sun 1-4 pm or by appointment

Custom built homes on
Large Premium Estate Lots

CALDWELLESTATES

Line 2

Line 9

Bayfield St.

Snow 

Valley Rd.

KEMPENFELT BAY

to Orillia

SNOW 
VALLEY
LANDING

VESPRA
VALLEY

SHERWOOD
FOREST

CARSON
RIDGE

BARRIE
Shanty Bay

11

11

93

27

27

90

400

400

www.dendor f ine homes.com 705.792.9366Customize our plans, design your
own or bring your drawings.

Discover the Difference

31 King St, Units 1 & 2, Barrie  705.722.7772  www.glasslightinggallery.com
New Arrivals Weekly OPEN: Mon to Fri 9-9  |  Saturday 9-6  |  Sunday 11-5

for your home
We are the leader in decorative lighting solutions

Tap into Irene’s award-winning 
knowledge & experience

It takes more than “pretty” 
to make a space you’ll love...

560 Bryne Drive, Unit 3B, Barrie • 705.722.9934

Irene Turnbull
Delivering the real thing with award-winning 

interior design and decorating since 1988.

Go to: www.TurnbullInteriors.com

free E-book
download

BTM BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM TRIM, DOORS & STAIRS SINCE 1985 | SUPPLY & INSTALL

M o n  t o  F r i  7 - 5 p m   n   S a t  9 - 3 p m   n   5 2  S a u n d e r s  R d ,  B a r r i e

7 0 5 . 7 3 9 . 2 2 0 0   n   1 . 8 0 0 . 2 6 5 . 3 4 6 5   n   w w w . b a r r i e t r i m . c o m

S p r i n g  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  t i m e  t o  s p r u c e  u p  y o u r  s p a c e .  N e e d  a n  u p d a t e 
o n  y o u r  t r i m  &  d o o r s ?  O r  m a y b e  y o u r  s t a i r s  a n d  r a i l i n g s  a r e  a  l i t t l e 
o u t d a t e d ?  O u r  c o n v e n i e n t  h o u r s  a n d  t e a m  o f  e x p e r t s  m a k e  i t  e a s i e r 
t h a n  e v e r  t o  a s s i s t  y o u  i n  y o u r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t r i m / d o o r s / s t a i r s / r a i l i n g s .



MALIBU NORTH
BY  M.  CAROLYN  BLACK

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

What is now a beautiful 
guesthouse used to be a 

boathouse in the early 50s. 
After a major overhaul the 
space has an edgy Malibu 

North look and feel. The 
main cottage is next door.  
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T
The before picture shows a nondescript brown 
ranch bungalow, the sparse lawn dotted with 
weeds and no garden to speak of, yet in the 
background the promise of a big sky over wide 
open water beckons. Originally a boathouse built 
in the early 1950s, the dwelling was converted 
into a cottage several years later and its location – 
nestled right beside the shoreline of Lake Simcoe 
– made it ideal for a potential guest cottage for 
the Walton family, who own a larger cottage next 
door. Marilyn and Howard Walton spend their 
summers here and the decision to spruce up the 
small home for guests was easy. Choosing the 
designer to do it was equally simple.

Elke Bradford of Designers Plus Kitchen & Bath has been in the 
design industry, along with her husband Jim, for 37 years and she had 
already redone the main cottage for the Waltons. “Having worked with 
Elke in the past and loving her work I was totally confident in putting 
this project in her hands,” Marilyn says. At first it was going to be a simple 
renovation; small improvements meant to modernize and perk it up. But 
the bungalow needed some structural changes – there was no entrance 
from the waterfront to the cottage, interior doorway heights were too 
low and the roofline needed to be changed, plus there was a five-inch 
difference in floor height from one end to the other.

TOP: The renovation included adding an 
entrance from the waterfront to the cottage. 
TOP LEFT: New rooflines were added to 
the board and batten exterior. The grey and 
orange colour scheme looks great in all 
seasons. ABOVE: Designer Elke Bradford of 
Designers Plus Kitchen & Bath transformed 
the guesthouse. OPPOSITE: The entrance has 
all the necessary elements: a closet, storage, 
a drop zone and a mirror. 
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Once it became apparent that the structural changes would create 
a blank canvas, Elke asked Marilyn what she would like to have done. 
“Marilyn handed me the cottage keys and said, ‘surprise me,’ which was 
wonderful,” says Elke. Because Elke and Marilyn had worked together on 
other Walton residences in the past, Marilyn was comfortable putting the 
entire design into Elke’s hands, and Elke was comfortable taking on the 
task because she was familiar with the Walton family’s taste.

“When I did her main cottage a few years ago I had a good understanding 
of what she would like except I wanted the guest cottage to be different,” 
she explains. The main cottage has a Muskoka look and feel and Elke was 
thinking that the smaller guest cottage would be a perfect fit for a more edgy 
“Malibu North” look. The end result is absolutely stunning.

The once-decrepit lawn has been replaced with shapely stone, winding 
pathways and perennial gardens by Zeng Landscaping in Creemore. 
Pillars with a solid stone base frame the orange doorway and the roofline 
is completely different, with a new peak that adds much-needed curb 

appeal to the waterfront dwelling. Stately cedars outline the property 
and the exterior paint colour, a customized version of Benjamin Moore’s 
Metropolis, makes the residence pop but is still subtle enough to fit 
perfectly within its frame of trees, stone, sky and water.

Since the guest cottage used to be a boathouse it’s only steps away from 
the water, something Elke kept in mind when she considered tearing the 
place down or renovating it where it stood. “That was the beauty of this 
building,” she says. “Had we torn it down we would have needed to go 
much further back from the shore to rebuild.” The structural changes and 
new design as envisioned by Elke were completed by Barrie contractor 
John Raimondi of Meridian Design Build Inc.

Designers Plus supplied and installed the kitchen backsplash and 
bathroom tile, including a wavy, shoreline-shaped pebble tile that embraces 
the wall around the tub in the guest bath. Elke likes to colour match so all 
of the paint colours are custom mixed from Benjamin Moore’s Aura line 
supplied by Sue Kay & Company at Allandale Decorating Centre. 

The main living area is open and 
airy with oh-so-close views of Lake 
Simcoe. TOP RIGHT: The kitchen 
is cleverly designed with lots of 
storage, a large eat-at island and 
fresh finishings. The art adds colour. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Stainless steel mini 
tiles sparkle in the space between 
the upper cabinets and the streetside 
window, matching the appliances and 
the contemporary range hood. 
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“Elke and her team were so great to deal with, from their exquisite taste 
and great ideas to their excitement upon completion. They don’t just get 
the job done they treat it as if it was their own. Their trades are excellent 
as well, which is so important in the finished product.”

Marilyn and Howard are completely happy with the finished guest 
cottage – so much so that Elke and her design team have undertaken a 
renovation on their Toronto home – and they look forward to hosting 
family in the cottage this spring and summer. Marilyn says, “We love our 
guest cottage. Our sons are presently using and enjoying it so much.”

While Designers Plus usually has about 15 to 20 jobs in various stages 
of completion on the go, Elke says, “The most enjoyable thing about those 
jobs is the people.” Obviously, from Marilyn’s perspective, the feeling is 
completely mutual.  OH

Marilyn also asked Elke to furnish the guest cottage, which is not 
normally something Elke is involved with, and she was thrilled to take 
on the task with her design team. Guests can sit and enjoy a cup of coffee 
in white leather swan chairs in the family room that swivel to face either 
the magnificent waterscape or the beautiful modern marble fireplace. The 
family room also boasts several solar tubes – clear inserts in the roof that 
bring natural light into the room – and the roller blinds are by Salnek’s 
Custom Window Treatments in Barrie.

All the bedroom furniture and linens were supplied by Designers Plus 
and Elke also added beach features like a bedside glass lamp filled with sand 
and pebbles. A credenza from Crate & Barrel was hand-finished by Elke in 
a weathered grey wash to complement the driftwood colour of the wood 
floors throughout the cottage. “The colour scheme really started with the 

floor, which is a hand-scraped driftwood stain,” Elke says. All of the wall 
colours, from the kitchen’s Blue Echo to the bathroom’s serene Crystalline 
plus the exterior colours were customized by Elke and her team.

The kitchen and bathroom cabinetry and fixtures were ordered 
through Designers Plus and all of the light fixtures were purchased 
through Restoration Hardware. Some of the items, like the kitchen stools, 
took many months to arrive but Elke says she looks at delays this way: 
“You have a choice; you can go to choice number two or you can stay with 
your first choice, which you know is the right choice, and wait a little 
longer but have a very happy client.” 

Elke wanted the guest cottage to be upscale but also feel homey, so the 
Walton family and friends would feel comfortable and want to stay there. 
According to the homeowners, she succeeded in spades. Marilyn says, 

The stylish guest-house bedrooms 
feature en suite bathrooms and lots 
of storage for a hotel-like experience. 
Designers Plus sourced the bedding 
and furniture for both rooms.
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPORTANCE OF THE FOREST

 It is said that the forests are the “lungs of the Earth.” Canada 
has 10 per cent of these lungs! Trees and forest ecosystems are 
tremendously important for our environment.

 
Trees can:
•	 Reduce the effects of climate change by  

absorbing carbon dioxide gases that contribute 
to the “greenhouse effect”

•	 Conserve energy by reducing heating (by buffering  
cold winter winds) and cooling costs (by shading 
buildings in the summer) by up to 50 per cent

•	 Give people a psychological boost  
(studies show they make us feel good)

•	 Increase our property values by up to 20 per cent
•	 Provide wildlife a place to live
•	 Reduce sedimentation and regulate flooding  

and drought periods 
•	 Provide us with food
•	 Reduce “Heat Island” effect
•	 Reduce waste water impact on storm drains

Let us all take part in preserving this irreplaceable treasure. 
Plant native trees and plants wherever you live, leave nature as 
you find it and why not take an extra bag when you hike and 
pick up after those who take for granted our special space on 
this fine Earth. You’ll enjoy your walk even more the next time 
if it’s garbage free!

flowers
OF THE SPRING
     FOREST

STORY  AND  PHOTOS  BY  MELAN I E  REKOLA

Here in Canada the early spring forest is a wet and muddy affair. But don’t let that 
deter you from donning your rubber boots, grabbing your camera and exploring 
the diverse life that inhabits our local forests. You must seek forest flowers early 
in springtime as they need the sunlight available in early spring to develop; before 
the tree leaves come to choke out the forest-floor light. From native orchids to tiny 
carnivorous sundews, we are fortunate to have our diverse ecosystem. Keep on the 
lookout for these native beauties; as well as a perfectly preserved paw print or two!

Jack-in-the-Pulpit: This striking 
perennial also produces shiny 
red berries in late summer. The 
tiny flowers are hard to spot and 
actually form at the yellowish 
base of the tube! Its remarkable 
flower shape makes it a favourite 
of children.

Spring Beauty: A dainty beauty 
with weak stems bearing white 
or pink blooms with deeper pink 
veins. The plant prefers moist 
soil and disappears entirely after 
flowering. The flowers close at 
night, during storms or cloudy 
weather, just like tulips  
and dandelions.

Round-Lobed Hepatica: These 
pretty plants form small clusters 
of only a few inches in height. 
This early spring wildflower has 
no petals. They are usually white 
or light purple and are common in 
areas where coniferous trees are 
more abundant. The blue-colour 
bloom is uncommon, so lucky for 
you if you chance upon one! Fine 
hairs on their stems keep a layer 
of warm air close to the plant, 
providing much needed warmth 
in freezing temperatures.

Lady’s Slipper: Can be yellow or 
pink and is in the orchid family. 
Kids love this exotic looking plant 
and it actually resembles a lady’s 
slipper. If you do happen upon 
one, please do not disturb as they 
are rare and will likely not survive 
a transplant.

Sundews: The common sundew 
is a small carnivorous plant with 
narrow, hairy leaves. These plants 
feed on insects! They produce a 
sweet and glistening “mucilage” 
that covers its leaves, attracting 
insects. The insects then get 
stuck in this mucilage, the plant 
dissolves the insect and then 
absorbs its resulting nutrient. 

Trout Lily: Another plant whose 
seeds are dispersed by ants. The 
bloom is a clear and happy shade 
of yellow, with long elegant 
petals. Its flowers open in midday 
sun and it only has two leaves, 
which resemble the skin pattern 
of a brook trout!  OH

Trillium: Probably the showiest 
of the spring forest and Ontario’s 
provincial flower. The whole plant 
dies down and disappears after 
flowering. Though you can pick 
this flower if it’s on your property, 
remember that it may take up to five 
years for the seed to germinate and 
the plant to flower. Large-flowered 
trillium seeds are usually dispersed 
by ants. The ants carry the seed to 
their nest to feed their larvae, which 
is afterwards discarded in the ants’ 
nutrient-rich waste pile. The seed 
has a much greater likelihood of 
survival placed in such an area.

g a r d e n i n g

38  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 2 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 2  39



Custom Built Cabinetry KITCHEN | BATHROOM | FURNITURE

Building perfection...every time

CUSTOM CABINETS

Edwards

...for over 20 years

Vasey, ON
edwardscustomcabinets@bell.net   

705-835-6846  |  705-333-3611

GIVE YOUR 
BUSINESS 

the benefit of 
 premium exposure 

to 120,000+ 
targeted 

readership!             

Advertise in our summer  
issue & get noticed.

To reserve an ad contact:
Jamie Jefferson • 705.429.4479
jjefferson@ourhomesmagazine.com

355 Bayfield St., Barrie, ON L4M 3C3
Brokerage*B.J. Roth Realty ltd.

*Independently owned and operated ® and TM Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V. used under license by Loyalty Management Group Canada Inc. and Century 21 Canada Limited Partnership

This 99 acre cash crop farm is located on the 6th line of Innisfil, 2nd farm 
east of Highway 400.  Beautiful property, with well maintained bungalow 
and outbuildings - approximately 72 acres is cultivated, plus 25 acres 
of hardwood/maple bush.  Invest and enjoy the benefits of this income 
producing property!  ID#24760

For more details on these & other properties, visit www.maureenlight.com

This 3200 sq. ft. home is situated on a premium Horseshoe Valley lot backing 
onto a private wooded ravine - open concept living with 2 storey great 
room & entry, two fireplaces, custom kitchen with granite counters, slate 
& hardwood,  private deck with hot tub - views to ski hills in winter months 
- minutes to resort, trails & amenities!  ID#25546

This attractive bungalow is located in prestigious Horseshoe Highlands, 
backing onto the 18th fairway of the spectacular Highlands course.  
Finished top to bottom makes this home an easy move, warm & inviting 
with extensive landscaping giving you the feeling that you are living in 
paradise. Skiing in the winter and golfing in the summer!  ID#26307

Developers, take note!

Horseshoe Valley 
Loving life in the Highlands!

Direct: 705-896-1027  
Bus: 705-721-9111 Toll Free: 1-866-942-2121  

Email: maureen.light@century21.ca  
Website: www.maureenlight.com

To ensure that your home is presented in its best light, Maureen offers  
complimentary home staging consultations and professional photography services!

Maureen Light Sales Representative

OFFICE
1985-2010

C21_Light Sp12.indd   1 12-03-01   8:35 PM

305 King Street, Midland
Phone: (705) 526-0500 
Email: info@blairinteriors.com

Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

Inside. And out.

Smart. And beautiful.

Up to 50% of a home's heating and cooling
energy is lost through its windows.

With the ‘honeycomb within a honeycomb’
construction and three insulating air pockets,
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
increase energy efficiency.

Visit a participating dealer from
January 1st to April 30th 2012 for more
information about the Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart Manufacturer’s Rebate.

EX TRAORD INARY W INDOW FASH I ONS

Manufacturer’s
Rebate

Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart

Scan with a
smartphone
to view video.

Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

Inside. And out.

Smart. And beautiful.

Up to 50% of a home's heating and cooling
energy is lost through its windows.

With the ‘honeycomb within a honeycomb’
construction and three insulating air pockets,
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
increase energy efficiency.

Visit a participating dealer from
January 1st to April 30th 2012 for more
information about the Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart Manufacturer’s Rebate.

EX TRAORD INARY W INDOW FASH I ONS

Manufacturer’s
Rebate

Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart

Scan with a
smartphone
to view video.

Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

Inside. And out.

Smart. And beautiful.

Up to 50% of a home's heating and cooling
energy is lost through its windows.

With the ‘honeycomb within a honeycomb’
construction and three insulating air pockets,
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
increase energy efficiency.

Visit a participating dealer from
January 1st to April 30th 2012 for more
information about the Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart Manufacturer’s Rebate.

EX TRAORD INARY W INDOW FASH I ONS

Manufacturer’s
Rebate

Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart

Scan with a
smartphone
to view video.

Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

Inside. And out.

Smart. And beautiful.

Up to 50% of a home's heating and cooling
energy is lost through its windows.

With the ‘honeycomb within a honeycomb’
construction and three insulating air pockets,
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
increase energy efficiency.

Visit a participating dealer from
January 1st to April 30th 2012 for more
information about the Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart Manufacturer’s Rebate.

EX TRAORD INARY W INDOW FASH I ONS

Manufacturer’s
Rebate

Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart

Scan with a
smartphone
to view video.

Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

Inside. And out.

Smart. And beautiful.

Up to 50% of a home's heating and cooling
energy is lost through its windows.

With the ‘honeycomb within a honeycomb’
construction and three insulating air pockets,
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
increase energy efficiency.

Visit a participating dealer from
January 1st to April 30th 2012 for more
information about the Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart Manufacturer’s Rebate.

EX TRAORD INARY W INDOW FASH I ONS

Manufacturer’s
Rebate

Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart

Scan with a
smartphone
to view video.



Living
14’ x 20’

Dining
10’ x 20’

Kitchen
10’ x 20’

Family
24’ x 20’

Home Office
9’ x 16’

Breakfast
10’ x 12’

Master 
Bath
14’ x 8’

Bedroom 1
10’ x 20’

Master Suite
10’ x 20’

Bedroom 3
9’ x 16’

Bedroom 2
10’ x 12’B

Solid Surfacing

CONTRACT____________
____________

____________
___________

____________
___________

PERM
IT

____________

____________

____________

___________

____________

___________

Building a custom home was such a pleasure that Sheri and James Cox 
say they’d do it again. “We are thrilled with our home,” says Sheri. “It is 
exactly everything we wanted and then some.”

Distler Construction Ltd. built the Cox’s five-bedroom house on 
Georgian Bay. “We explained to them the features we wanted in a home 
and they came up with a plan for a home that would suit the lot and had 
everything in it that we wanted,” says Sheri. She and James like their 
surroundings to be unique and special to them. “That’s why we went 
custom. There is no other home like ours out there. It is tailored to our lot. It 
is tailored to our family,” says the mother of three children, aged 9, 10 and 12.

Unlike some contractors who offered estimates with 10 to 20 per cent 
variables, Distler gave them a firm price and finished the 3,500 sq. ft. home 
ahead of schedule and within one per cent of their final budget. “That was 
huge for us,” says Sheri. “It made a difference in being able to add different 
features to the home.”

Working with a custom builder overseeing all aspects of construction 
was worth it, she says. “It eliminated a lot of the hassle and stress. It was 
fun, being able to choose colours and flooring and stonework. It made it 
very hassle-free. We’d do it again.”

A custom-built home is an opportunity to make your living space 
precisely as you want it – a rare chance to use creativity and personal tastes 
to please and comfort you and your family. For many people, building a 
home is one of the biggest investments they will ever make. So a great deal 
of planning and prudence is essential. 

Deciding how much you can afford is a key step, says Liam Cragg, a 
mortgage broker with Community Mortgage Services Corp. When a financial 
institution pre-approves your mortgage, calculate the monthly payment, add 
property taxes, utilities, insurance and all the other costs of home ownership 
to determine your total monthly cost, Cragg advises. “There has to be a 
comfort factor,” he says. “That’s the first thing you should establish, ‘What 
amount of payment is reasonable for me to handle?’” 

The more money you have available to build a custom home, the easier 
financing will be, he says. If you own a mortgage-free home and intend 
to sell it when your new home is finished, you could get a line of credit 
against your existing home and use that money, as you need it, until you 
reach substantial completion on the new house, Cragg explains. When 
you sell your existing home you then pay off the line of credit. If your 
existing home is not mortgage-free, a bank may offer you a line of credit 
based on your equity.

It’s always a good strategy to ask for more financing than you need, 
Cragg says. “You don’t have to use the additional funds, but if you run into 
problems during the construction phase and go back to your lender for 
more money your lender might say no. Then your financing options could 
get expensive,” he warns.

The cost of a custom-built home depends on its size, complexity and 
finishes, says Scott Clark, operations manager for Edenlane Homes Inc., 
a family owned and operated design and construction company. Other 
expenses, such as building permits, architectural fees, a development 
permit, as well as water and sewer services, may add to the final price.     

Prospective custom homeowners, Clark says, must make many 
decisions prior to construction to determine whether their house will be 
as expensive as one already built.

BY WALTER FRANCYK
ILLUSTRATION BY SHEILA BRITTON

PLANNING YOUR
CUSTOM HOME

Finding the right builder is crucial. Clark recommends speaking to 
a few builders right at the start of the project. Visiting trade shows that 
showcase builders will provide a feel of what’s involved, he says. “The 
client should feel comfortable and secure with the builder from the 
beginning,” Clark says. “If there is even a slight sense of apprehension 
on the part of the client regarding a particular builder, then walk away.” 

The Canadian Home Builders Association (CHBA) advises anyone 
looking for a contractor to ask around and talk to friends, family, 
co-workers and neighbours. Find out if their contractors lived up to 
expectations. How were issues resolved? Use the business directory in 
this magazine. The beautiful homes featured in OUR HOMES magazine 
are owned by people happy with their builder’s work. Drive around, look 
at homes and find out who built the houses you like.

“A client should request references from a builder’s previous clients,” 
says Clark. “See some of their work, ask how the financial portion of the 
project works, ensure the builder has all the necessary insurance and find 
out who they use for subcontractors.”

After interviewing builders and checking references, ask a short list of 
contractors to provide an actual bid, based on clear and detailed plans and 
specifications, the CHBA suggests. The bid that affords the best overall 
value, not necessarily the lowest price, is the one to look for, says the CHBA.

Develop a contract, determine a price and get a warranty on materials 
and workmanship in writing. “Verbal assurances that a contractor will 
come back and fix anything that goes wrong is very difficult to enforce 
after the job is finished,” the CHBA warns. Have a lawyer review the 
draft contract and insist on proof of liability insurance and Workers 
Compensation coverage or equivalent private disability coverage for 
exempt workers. “A contract that requires compliance with the laws of 
your province or territory is a good way to protect yourself and your family 
from legal or financial risks,” the CHBA says.

The CHBA offers a wealth of information on its website www.chba.
ca. It has worksheets to help you decide what you need in a home, how 
much it will cost, and how to rate builders.  OH
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705.722.7863
www.sacred-space.ca

2009 Award of Excellence
Best Residential Front Entrance
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THE STYLE: A custom flower tower stacked with galvanized pails 

of fresh seasonal and everyday flowers greets customers at the 

door. Come in and select flowers to bring home in a very euro-

market style, Leanne says. “On any given day you will find fluffy, 

beautiful hydrangeas, chartreuse Fuji mums, an array of Gerbera 

daisies, fragrant lilies and seasonal flowers such as Ginestra, 

tulips, daffodils and Agapanthus.” Leanne and her staff are 

constantly changing the décor with new vases, wall art and plants  

arriving monthly.

WHAT’S HOT: Tangerine and greys are in this season. “We’re 

also adding non-floral items such as brooches, curly willow, 

birch, vintage and lace – thanks to a certain royal wedding,” says 

Leanne. This spring, bring the outdoors in with blues, greens and 

browns. Moss is big this season. Leanne also suggests adding 

some stems to your floral arrangements. “Blue skies, greens and 

browns translate into fresh, fresh, fresh for spring,” she says. Treat 

yourself to a fresh bouquet designed by Leanne and her staff – you 

deserve it!

FAVOURITES: Hydrangeas and peonies are floral favourites 

here at Fresh while wall vases and wall art are always in demand. 

Turquoise pots are new this spring. Everyone loves flowers and 

Leanne and her staff create beautiful arrangements you’ll be proud 

to give or keep for yourself. This shop has more than fragrant 

flowers and unique vases. Simple, fun and stylish items for your 

home include lamps, mirrors, mats for your floors and placemats 

and napkins for your table. 

GET THERE: 212 King St., Midland

705.527.1515, www.freshflowersbyleanne.com  OH

THE PLACE: Fresh Flowers By Leanne is a full-service flower 

shop specializing in affordable, fun arrangements for everyday life. 

Fresh offers local, out of town and international delivery. Leanne 

George opened her beautiful shop two years ago after working in the 

industry for more than a dozen years. Fresh has grown substantially 

and weddings are a huge part of Leanne’s business. “We’ve done 

flowers for weddings as far north as Kearney and Muskoka, south to 

London, over to Collingwood and east to Orillia,” she says.

FRESH 
FOR SPRING

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX
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HHomes By DayCore really stands behind 
its slogan – “Building Homes As Unique 
As You Are.” 

Each home we build is a reflection of who our clients are,” says Bob 
Graves, a partner in the company. “Every home built is always different 
than the one before, offering incredible features, products and trade 
workmanship to ensure the journey of building your new home ends 
with a smile.”

DayCore’s model homes show off extras that can really make a home 
pop. A visit helps clients visualize their dreams and understand what truly 
makes a custom home custom. 

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

CUSTOM MEANS GETTING 
WHAT YOU WANT

Continued on page 52

Homes By DayCore offers a truly custom 
experience. This DayCore home has it 
all – crown moulding and custom millwork 
in every room, top-notch cabinetry and 
a gorgeous open floor plan. Quality 
craftsmanship is a guarantee. 
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The company is currently building in prestigious Carson Ridge 
Estates and Vespra Valley Estates. Carson Ridge Estates features 
sprawling homes on large lots in an exclusive country setting. DayCore’s 
Executive Model is located at 77 Glenhuron Dr., Midhurst.

Vespra Valley Estates is within minutes to ski hills and golf courses, 
featuring well treed lots and rolling terrain. You can visit DayCore’s Country 
Estate Model at 98 Budd’s Mill Rd. in Snow Valley Landing, Springwater. 

People build custom homes because they want a truly unique home 
that fits their lifestyle. 

“Making a visual impact is important but does not always have to be 
costly,” Graves says. “Just by adding a few interesting features in the right 
places can make a house unique and will not break the bank, and in the 
long run it’s well worth it.”	

Homes By DayCore has been blessed with many wonderful client 
referrals who are looking for the right builder for their waterfront 
property or cottage. DayCore also offers full renovation services, which 
include additions, basements and main-floor makeovers.  OH

www.homesbydaycore.com

Hardwood flooring flows throughout 
the home and into the lovely guest 

bedroom. The large master en suite 
has a large soaker tub, separate 

glass-enclosed shower and plenty 
of counter space.

Transcanada Sum11 HR.pdf   1   11-05-05   3:43 PM

Now Available
Indoor Golf Simulator 
Play a Round or Practice on the Range
Lessons available with Certified Instructor

New Season
Re-Opening March 9
All New Stock!

Open Daily 10am to 5pm – closed Mondays 

1590 Horseshoe Valley Rd. E.,
between the 12th & 13th line of Oro (1.5 km from Hwy 12 at Price’s Corners)

Sundresses & 
 Magic Dresses

– wear it multi-ways

Jewelled ScarvesGarden Decor

Corkcicle

Unique Giftware

Jewellery

Purses

Seasons Sp12.indd   1 12-02-24   10:46 AM
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IIf living in the city while enjoying nature 
in your backyard is your ideal lifestyle 
choice, look no further than Manhattan, 
an incredible condominium development 
in Barrie by Pratt Homes.

Manhattan is located on Ferndale Drive and backs on to the Bear Creek 
Eco Park – picturesque wetlands with trails, bike paths and a floating 
boardwalk. Manhattan also has a Central Park with a jogging track, ice 
skating rink, playground equipment and gazebo.

This is a new era for Pratt Homes,” says company co-owner Karen 
Hansen. “High-end details, custom finishes and underground parking 
are all exciting next steps for our company. Residents who already live in 
Manhattan enjoy their morning coffee on their oversized balconies watching 
deer, rabbits and ducks waddle through the bush land.”

BEST OF

BOTH WORLDS
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

MANHATTAN MODEL 793 SQ. FT.: 
•	 A contemporary, sleek, one-bedroom design with a huge balcony.
•	 Manhattan-Mod is an ideal theme for this model since the entire 

development is “Manhattan – Where Urban Meets Nature.”
•	 The large white leather sofa fits nicely along the black accent wall. The 

kitchen shows off all the possibilities available in the Pratt Design Studio.

THE BRIDAL SUITE 1101 SQ. FT.:  
•	 Designed for a young couple with room for baby. 
•	 This two-bedroom, two-bathroom suite is perfect  

for couples choosing the freedom of condo living.
•	 Beautiful touches like the wedding cake, champagne 

and large diamond rings for drapery suggest how 
romantic this home could be.

HIP CHIC MODEL 606 SQ. FT.:    
•	 Designed for the single 

student or professional 
who requires an easy-to-
maintain space that’s bright, 
beautiful and large enough 
to entertain friends.

•	 A Murphy bed shows 
flexibility in this well-
designed compact space.

•	 Wall units help to suggest 
ideas for maximizing 
the long wall with added 
storage for extra clothes, 
entertainment equipment 
and dishware.

Bruno Tidd, Sales 
Manager for Pratt 
Homes can guide you 
through the purchase 
of a new condo. 

Continued on page 57
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Hansen says Manhattan offers something for everyone. “We offer 
bachelor, one, two and three-bedroom units ranging from 606 to 1,464 
sq. ft.,” she explains. Prices range from $152,990 to $266,990. The units 
are well appointed with excellent use of space. The 1,464 sq. ft. model 
includes a formal dining room, huge great room and three bedrooms with 
oversized windows and Juliet balconies. 

All units come with an oversized eight-by-14 foot balcony, adding 
an extra 112 sq. ft. to each unit. The balconies are covered with Duradek 
material and have black tempered-glass railings. The prices also include 
underground parking and large basement storage.

Pratt Homes recently unveiled five spectacular, fully furnished and 
decorated Manhattan models that you just have to visit. Pratt’s in-house 
designer Cynthia Grassing created living spaces that reflect different 
lifestyles for diverse demographics, from singles and first-time buyers to 
young couples and empty nesters. 

Grassing also helps buyers through every step of the design process, 
from selecting interior finishes to paint colours to room layout. It’s a 
service Pratt buyers appreciate.  OH

www.pratt-manhattan.com

RUSTIC MODEL 1,087 SQ. FT.:
•	 This model was designed  

for anyone who loves nature  
and casual living. 

•	 The master suite offers total 
privacy with a wonderful  
walk-through closet to a  
private en suite bath.

•	 Rustic bunk beds in the  
second bedroom show how  
a young family would live  
or a space for grandchildren  
to stay while visiting their 
grandparents overnight.

FORMAL MODEL 1,464 SQ. FT.: 
•	 “Relaxed Elegance” is a spacious home with a unique  

layout and a warm, inviting atmosphere.
•	 There is a huge great room with a built-in bar, a large  

four-seat sofa and a separate dining room, making this  
space great for entertaining.

•	 Three large bedrooms were decorated in a formal manor 
showing a romantic master suite with en suite bath, guest 
bedroom with oversized window and a home office.

Pratt’s in-house designer 
Cynthia Grassing
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AAngela Chang says she never really wanted a cottage, 
until, that is, her two daughters left for university.

“And then my friend told me that ‘kids always come home to a cottage,’” she says. 
“So I told my husband, ‘I want a cottage.’”

Angela and her husband Yule Chen set out to find an ideal place to spend time 
with their family and friends, but it had to be relatively close to their home in 
Richmond Hill; they did not want to drive north for hours in heavy traffic. The couple 
started searching the shores of Lake Simcoe and discovered a beautiful waterfront 
property that, they eventually learned, needed to be torn down.

KEEPING THE

FAMILY
CLOSE

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Continued on page 60

First came the waterfront 
location, then came a 
referral to Wayne Ezekiel 
of A.N.T. Construction. The 
end result is a finely crafted 
cottage that will stay in this 
family for generations.
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“That’s when we were referred to Wayne (Ezekiel of A.N.T. 
Construction),” Angela says. “I liked Wayne the minute I met him. I told 
him, ‘I trust you’ and guess what? He delivered.”

Yule and Angela took possession of their 2,000 sq. ft., three-bedroom 
cottage last summer. Her daughters love it and Angela hopes they will 
have families and bring their children to the lake home. She wants to add 
a second floor in the future to accommodate her grandchildren. For now, 
there’s plenty of room.

The clean-face, direct-vent wood fireplace in the great room is a focal 
point and the kitchen, with vanilla-cream antiqued cabinets and a large 
granite-topped island, is a wonderful place to eat and gather.

“Now my cottage looks better than my house,” says Angela, noting that 
they plan to live at the cottage while their home in the city is renovated.

A.N.T. has been building homes in Innisfil and Simcoe County for 20 
years. “We want the journey to be a smooth but exciting one for each of 
our clients,” Ezekiel says. “Our architectural design team converts your 
dream into working drawings and the interior designers assist in the 
selections to reflect your vision.” At A.N.T., a professional project manager 
oversees the skilled trades and the client is always aware of the progress, 
schedules and changes to the schedule.  OH

The master suite is located 
along the back of the home 
just behind the kitchen. It 
includes a walk-in closet 
and a spacious en suite. 

CUSTOM BUILT FURNITURE 
ANTIQUE SHOWROOM • CUSTOM KITCHENS

If you can dream it, we can build it!

9792 Simcoe Road 93 (Hwy 93) Midland • 705-549-7104MMarcelville

SHOWROOM: 
551 Bryne Dr., Unit 0, Barrie

705u730u6989

u  Marble

u  Slate

u  Granite

u  Mosaics 

u  Porcelain

u  Ceramics 

u  Tumbled Marble 

u  Stainless Steel

u  Stone Sinks

u  Medallions

SALES & 
INSTALLATION 

www.desertile.com
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Housser’s Paint & Wallpaper 
87 Colborne St. W., Orillia   705-326-8066

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home 
514 Bayfield St., Barrie   705-728-5566

Irvine Carpet One Floor & Home 
551 Bryne Dr., Unit A, Barrie   705-728-5566

Tripp’s Paint & Decorating 
259 King St., Midland   705-526-7411
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83 Berczy Street, Barrie 
$925,000

227 Deborah Way, Barrie 
$309,900

21 Belmont Crescent, Midhurst 
$989,000

41 Lakeshore Road East, Oro-Medonte  
$1,179,000

Includes superior  
standard features such as:

Grey water recycling
Integrated heat recovery  
  & heating system
Hardwood floors
Porcelain or ceramic tile
Granite counters
9’ ceilings
ICF foundation

Discover life in Horseshoe Valley & come  
see our beautiful future proof homes.

The future is green.

Prices starting at

$365,900

Our homes are also LEED certified for maximum energy efficiency  
& minimum environmental impact.

CALL TODAY TO FIND OUT MORE

24 Landscape Drive, Oro-Medonte
MODEL HOME HOURS: Sat, Sun, Tues & Wed 1pm-5pm

After hours call 705.739.0058

A SELECTION OF HOMES 
FROM THE CHILTON TEAM:
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IIt’s time to step out of our cocoons 
and into the fresh air. Add some curb 
appeal and a landscape you’ll love 
with some TLC from experts who can 
make your home or cottage the envy of 
the neighbourhood.

JUST ADDsunshine  Chase Mariano and Mark Nunn
Blue Diamond Pools & Landscaping
W H ATS  H OT:  Pools are typically becoming smaller due to yard 
size and limited access. Smaller chill/splash pools with a “sports” 
depth are popular. These are pools without a deep end and are 
perfect for playing games like volleyball and water polo. Sports 
pools are great for families to enjoy and for people who want 
to stay in shape and swim lengths. These pools are also less 
expensive to run.
EV E RY  P O O L  S H O U L D  H AV E …  a dream oasis with a WOW 
factor. Ideas include full-width, walk-in steps or an area with 
a bench seat and lots of jets with a waterproof controller or 
side air-jet controller. Jet seats create relaxing sounds and 
white water and it’s a great place to loosen tense back muscles 
and enjoy a refreshing summer cocktail. We also recommend 
insulating your pool and other green initiatives, including 
installing an efficient pump that can save energy.

 Melanie Rekola and Kukka
(Kukka means flower in Finnish)
Sacred Space Landscape & Design
M Y  CO M PA N Y ’S  P H I LOSO P H Y:  A truly 
spectacular residential landscape must contain 
three key elements: a well-designed outdoor 
living area, lush plantings to soften the 
stonework and trees to ground the dwelling.
FAVO U R I T E  T R E E :  Serviceberry. It’s native, 
has white flowers followed by edible blue 
berries, then scarlet foliage in fall.
FAVO U R I T E  P E R E N N I A L :  Daylily. It’s tidy, 
low-maintenance and very floriferous.
Continued on page 66

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX
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 Dave Goodwin, Kim Costain
and their black lab Kylie 
Near North Landscaping   
W H AT  I S  YO U R  CO M PA N Y ’S  T RA D E M A R K?  Over the past several years we 
have grown this company into a multi-faceted landscaping company that covers the 
entire spectrum of property services. We offer quality workmanship and superior 
products, combined with a personalized one-to-one relationship with the client.
W H AT  A R E  TO DAY ’S  L A N DSCA P I N G  M U ST- H AV ES?  Many clients want an 
outdoor living space with kitchens, spas and intricate property design.

 Jeremy Burns
Ontario Shake N’ Tile
W H AT  A R E  T H E  B E N E F I TS  O F  M E TA L 

R O O F I N G?  Metal roofing has a longevity that 
conventional roofing materials can’t match. An 
Ontario Shake N’ Tile roof has a lifetime warranty. 
You might have to replace asphalt roofing up to 
four times over the lifespan of our warranty. Our 
roofs reduce energy bills, insurance prices and 
the chances of structural damage due to severe 
weather, forest fires and earthquakes. They also 
increase your home’s resale value.
W H AT  I S  N EW  I N  M E TA L  R O O F I N G?  We have 
an exciting profile and print-coat technology that 
truly gives the aesthetics and beauty of a natural 
wood with the strength and durability of steel. 
Our paint system is second to none, and has the 
newly innovated BASF Ultra-Cool (R) additive, 
which will translate into energy savings when 
cooling your home in the summer.
Continued on page 68
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 Steve Gauci 
Napoleon Home Comfort
W H AT ’S  N EW  FO R  S P R I N G?  This spring we will 
continue to expand our “outdoor living” category 
with the introduction of more patio furniture, outdoor 
accessories and, of course, the best – a redesigned line 
of Napoleon Grills. The launch of our HVAC product has 
been well received this heating season and if the summer 
is also unusually warm our full line of Napoleon central 
air conditioners should continue to gain market share.
W H AT ’S  YO U R  BA R B ECU E  S P EC I A LT Y?  If you can’t 
cook it on a grill it is not worth eating. I cook everything 
on the grill or we eat out!

 Ray Foster
Foster Lawn and Garden
W H AT  CA N  YO U  D O  FO R  M Y  L AW N  A N D 

GA R D E N ?  We provide you with thick, deep-green 
turf and manicured garden beds that will make 
your property the envy of the neighbourhood. 
W H AT ’S  T H E  S EC R E T  TO  P R EV E N T I N G 

W E E DS  F R O M  I N VA D I N G  YO U R  L AW N  A N D 

GA R D E N ?  The secret is a combination of timely 
fertilization, overseeding, appropriate weed 
control products and the mulching of garden 
beds. But the true secret is to hire Foster Lawn 
and Garden.  OH
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timely, reliable, efficient service
Celebrating 65 Years of Service

705.327.1422
3 Trades :::: 1 Call :::: No headache
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live life within reach

705.927.1777
glidingshelf@bell.net

• Double The Space  • Easy Access  •  Better Organization

Gliding Shelf Solutions Inc.

Custom gliding shelves for
your existing cabinets

For a free consultation
call Cathy & Randy Storey Come visit us at the: 

Barrie Home Show March 24 & 25
Barrie Better Living Expo April 21 & 22

Taking care of the heart of your home.

YOUR SPACE MADE BEAUTIFUL.

705-328-9431 • 1-866-846-9254 • www.evergreenhomeandcottage.com

Dealing with leading Canadian Manufacturers such as Decor-Rest™, Superstyle™, El Ran™  
and many of  the Waterloo Mennonites for solid pine, oak and maple pieces.

We have a large gift and accessory area for personalizing your home or retreat.

Simply Country
simply comfortable, simply affordable
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 705.526.7630 • 323 King St, Midland ON

Check out our new website www.simplycountryfurniture.ca
Click our Newsletter for updates, sales and promotions!!

Decorative quotes 
and words for 
walls & more! Get 
creative!! Many 
great sayings!

WALL TALKGift CertificatesAvailable in any amount
Bridal Registry



TWhen thinking about wines to pour at your picnic you want to think 
about fresh, light offerings. Just as the winter jackets and mittens get 
packed away, so too should the heavy red and white wines that are meant 
for rich, wintery meals. They can be laid down for another year of aging. 
Instead, pull out the fresh, crisp whites and light reds in their place. 

There are many options to choose from. For conventional whites you 
could pour an unoaked Chardonnay or Sauvignon Blanc. If you’d like to 
get a little more adventurous try looking to the east of Europe for some 
interesting grape varieties such as a dry Furmint from Hungary, or a 
Grüner Veltliner from Austria. A Pinot Gris from British Columbia, or a 
dry Riesling from Ontario will also be elegantly refreshing, and make for 
great partners with cheese. 

When considering lighter reds, Pinot Noir from Canada, Oregon or 
Burgundy can’t be beat. Wines made from the Barbera grape in Piemonte, 
Italy are really appealing, as well as many of the wines from Spain or 
Southern France made from the Grenache grape (Garnacha in Spanish). 
Lastly, my favourite wines paired with lighter fare are those made with the 
Cabernet Franc grape. I’ve never met a Cabernet Franc I didn’t like; they 
are always tasty and at the very least interesting. Look for those coming 
from Niagara or the Loire region in France. 

After having said all this, my true favourite for a picnic wine is a rosé; 
there is no better place to drink rosé than outdoors and under the sun. 
And its pretty pink colour goes with everything! 

Now that we have looked at possible picnic-friendly wines 
we need the picnic-perfect cheeses. One style of cheese to 
consider is “fresh” cheese, meaning “not aged.” Fresh 
cheeses are released to market days, and sometimes 
hours, after being produced. They tend to be lighter 
in both flavour and texture because of their youth. 
One of my favourite food moments was while driving 
through a small, rural town in France. There was a 
hand-written sign on the side of the road reading 
simply, “Fromage Frais,” Fresh Cheese. I followed the 
arrow and a few turns later wound up in a farmer’s 

garage. He showed me his cheese and his goats and sold me two cupfuls 
of fresh tangy goat’s cheese, still dripping with moisture and waiting to 
be spread on a baguette with jam. Other types of cheese that fall into the 
“fresh” category include ricotta, mozzarella di bufala, bocconcini, cottage 
cheese and feta. These are all great cheeses for spring but for our purposes 
we’ll want to round out the offerings to include a few more styles. Below 
are two groupings of cheeses that would make wonderful additions to 
your picnic.

The spontaneous nature of a picnic calls for foods 
that are easy to prepare and serve. Therefore, if you create one substantial 
main dish accompanied by the cheeses, you’ll succeed in making a great meal 
with little effort. I suggest Salade Niçoise, a flavourful salad full of colour. 

The variations on this salad are plentiful but the basic ingredients 
remain the same. 

Toss together in a large bowl some halved, boiled new 
potatoes, cooked green beans, a can or two of tuna in 

oil, black olives (not the tinned ones), a big handful of 
halved grape tomatoes, finely diced red onion and some 
chopped basil. Season generously with salt and dress 
liberally with olive oil and white wine vinegar. Add 

to your menu a baguette, ciabatta or an olive-studded 
fougasse and your picnic is ready, all you need is the 

blanket.  OH

The birds are singing, the buds are blooming and there is a freshness in the air that beckons us 
outside. Springtime is one of the most cheerful seasons as it gives the exhilarating promise of great 
weather and outdoor fun. What better way to celebrate the arrival of spring than with a picnic?

Cheese Option #1

Sheep’s Milk Feta  
drizzled with Honey

Camembert

Beaufort

BY  TON IA  W ILSON

perfectPICNIC

Cheese Option #2
Crottin de Chavignol

Saint André
Aged Farmhouse  

Cheddar

g o o d  t a s t e

  use your 
smartphone
to scan this

barcode for full 
contest details.

No purchase necessary. Contest ends August 1, 2012.  
See the OUR HOMES website for full contest rules 
and details: www.ourhomesmagazine.com

*

*WIN a Fajardo Wood Burning Stove  
from Esarca Importers & Distributors Inc.  
www.esarca.com  Retail Value: $2100.00

Makeover 
Madness 2

0
12

 OUR HOMES presents:

Win aFAJARDO

WOOD BURNING 

STOVE!

To Enter: Send us a note detailing how a new Fajardo  
Wood Burning Stove would complete your home renovation.  
Include one photo of the room you are writing about.
For complete contest rules, go to: www.ourhomesmagazine.com

OR  

HARDWOOD, PINE, LAMINATES, STAIRS, TRIM, TILE & ACCESSORIES • PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION
REPAIR, RESAND & REFINISH OLD FLOORS & STAIRS • SPECIALISTS IN WATER BASE FINISHES

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES: 705.721.6852 • 1.800.721.8407

SEE US AT OUR NEW LOCATION: 74 Saunders Rd., Barrie (facing Hwy 400)   www.grandfloors.ca

FULL WARRANTY

Servicing Simcoe County & Barrie Since 1988
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This bold reddish orange was 
selected by the Pantone Colour 
Institute to provide the energy 
boost we need to recharge and 

move forward. OUR HOMES discovered 
many ways to add a punch of this vivacious 
colour to your home. OH

VIVID 
ORANGE
Tangerine Tango
– THE COLOUR OF THE YEAR.

Bodum®

CB2

Room & Board®

West Elm

Olympia Tile & Stone

Farrow & Ball
– The St Antoine 
Papers, BP 917 

Benjamin Moore
– Tawny Day Lilly
2012-10

Room & Board®

Room & Board®

Le Creuset

Emma Gardner Design

Bodum®

d e c o r a t i n g

Antiques & Primitive Country Wares

Open 10-5, Wednesday to Saturday, 10-3 Sunday

One-of-a-kind handcrafted repro furniture      Punched tin lighting  
Hooked rugs      Unique Antiques

Visit us at our new location:
14 Coldwater Road, Coldwater, ON

705.686.3493      www.backinthyme.on.ca
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T
The suggestion of a salty tang 
flavours every tread, turret and 
transom of this Cape Cod-style 
vacation home on the southern 
shore of Georgian Bay. From the 
painted cedar-shake exterior to 
a souvenir starfish tucked into 
a built-in bookshelf, the New 
England coast is near in heart if 
not in actual miles.

WELL WORTH THE WAIT
BY  KATHLEEN  DUNCAN //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

The unique white vaulted ceiling in the 
living room sets a refreshing tone for 
the entire home. TOP RIGHT: Outside, 
landscaped tiers lead down to a sandy 
beach. BOTTOM RIGHT: Chris Bondar 
of Gilkon Construction says this home 
was a pleasure to build. 

Continued on page 79
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“There’s something about a nautical theme that gives the hope of 
travelling,” says homeowner and avid global explorer Cathy Tait, who 
chose a myriad of blues and whites to complement nature’s palette. “It 
imbues faraway places.”

As if made to order, a lighthouse lends a haunting serenity to the 
island vista across the water, visible from nearly every room in this house, 
expertly built by Gilkon Construction Ltd. – including the four-season 
sunroom, which boasts drop-down panes by ROSS Windows & Doors 
that sink into the foundation. The resulting screened-in haven invites 
cooling breezes while overlooking the expansive deck. 

Landscaped tiers created by Kelly’s Northern Landscaping and 
Classic Stone, step down to the sandy waves.

The white tower and scarlet peak of the iconic beacon across the sound 
echo in the seascapes gracing the second-floor hallway. The architects of both 
structures clearly share the form-should-follow-function philosophy of design.

Despite the overwhelming evidence that an art connoisseur is in 
residence, this house – named “Glencairn,” according to the curbside 
plaque transplanted from an ancestral home in Scotland – invites guests 
to plunge in and enjoy their stay wholeheartedly, rather than tip-toe 
timidly at the periphery.

ABOVE AND RIGHT: The 
kitchen was inspired by 
the movie Something’s Got 
To Give. Creamy cabinets 
surround a well-appointed 
island with a raised wood-
topped bar. The granite 
counters are striking 
with tones of orange and 
green. FAR RIGHT: There 
is no need for a formal 
dining room in this casual 
cottage. There is plenty of 
room at the kitchen table 
to entertain a crowd. TOP 
RIGHT: The four-season 
sunroom has unique drop-
down windows that sink 
into the foundation.

Continued on page 80
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“This is not a precious house,” assures the hostess, who shares 
Glencairn with husband Ian (both management consultants with a 
ravine-backing home in Toronto), daughter Meghan (a museum curator), 
son Cameron (a university senior), and a rotating cast of friends and 
family. “You know the saying ‘build it and they will come?’ Well, they 
come – and come again.”

Completed in the summer of 2008 by Gilkon, veteran custom home 
builders, the house is the result of patience rewarded.

“It took us eight years to find it,” Cathy recalls. “We wanted it to face 
west for the sunset, to be on a beach, and to have pristine waters with a 
sandy bottom. We knew what was on the property could be changed, but 
those things can’t – or not easily.”

Once the ideal location and environment had been discovered, The 
Ideal Environment/Brian Lee Architect was enlisted to replace the 

existing cottage (while retaining its cedar tongue-in-groove boards to 
clad the sunroom’s floor and vaulted ceiling.)

Gilkon worked closely with Lee. 
Earthwork was completed by S. Charlebois Haulage & Excavating 

Ltd., while plumbing and heating contractors Tom Downer Ltd. and 
electricians from Simcoe County Contracting were brought in for the 
modern conveniences.

“I enjoyed the finishings on this house – the roof was a challenge,” says 
Gilkon co-owner Chris Bondar, who clearly enjoys being tested. “And 
the eyebrow in the vaulted ceiling of the living room – it too was a unique 
challenge that turned out beautifully.”

The unique ceiling design (painted by Richard Secord) is highlighted 
by a four-panel casement series and arching transom by Kolbe Windows 
& Doors.

LEFT: Seating in the artfully 
decorated library-theatre 
room is ultra comfortable. 
BELOW: This walk-in 
mudroom/closet is furnished 
top-to-bottom with custom 
cabinetry and hidden storage. 
OPPOSITE LEFT: A cosy 
sitting area in the large master 
suite. OPPOSITE RIGHT: The 
labradorite quartz-topped 
vanity in the master en suite 
is said to have healing powers. 
OPPOSITE BOTTOM: The 
master bedroom is bright and 
fresh with an inviting view out 
large windows.

Continued on page 82
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labradorite quartz said to have healing powers. It isn’t necessary to believe, 
but for those in the know who care to contemplate, life can be escalated 
to a level that is just a little more fascinating.

The artistic journey moves from the lighthouse seascapes (done by 
Portuguese artist Miguel Freitas, who Cathy met in his youth) to the 
over-sized Bob Marley oil portrait by Paul Ygartua that took its rightful 
place in Cameron’s room after a three-year search, to a mixed-media Betty 
Boop by Steven Csorba that gains depth from a base layer of bubble wrap.

“There’s always a story – that’s how I choose art,” confirms Cathy, who 
designed an entire wall to showcase a huge Chantal P. Durocher canvas 
that incorporates textural components, such as birch bark, that begs to 
be touched. “It was just the perfect painting.”

An artistic appreciation for texture and depth can also be found in 
the Brazilian Barricato granite-slab countertop in the Something’s Gotta 

Give-inspired kitchen (the multi-colour design of the stone reminds 
Cathy of a Jackson Pollock painting), the tiny Egyptian tiles framing a 
nearby chalkboard, and the faux-wood ceiling beams created by muralist 
and trompe l’oeil artist Lindsay Davies in the guest room – the only room 
in the house without a water view. 

Jhavi Desai designed the kitchen cabinetry and many of the built-ins. 
The kitchen cabinets were made by Prestige Wood Designs. 

With a sound system set up by musicologist and sound engineer 
Andrew Weleshcuk of Solutions AV to stimulate another sense, guests can 
listen to the house selection or plug in their iPods wherever they happen 
to land – a perfect way to relax after a busy day of skiing or kayaking.

“This house has a lot of soul. Not to be absurd, it just grounds you as 
soon as you walk in. We worked hard at trying to get that feel and weren’t 
in a rush. I think that made all the difference.”  OH

Bondar’s Gilkon team is also very experienced with custom cabinetry, 
columns, stairs, handrails and other woodworking details employed 
throughout the home. Their mission included a living room mantel 
designed specifically to accommodate a model sailboat that made its way 
home from Hawaii. (“It took two years to find someone to assemble it,” 
grins Cathy.)

The flooring – reclaimed rock-elm barn board, which had to be cleaned, 
planed and filled by hand – was also processed and installed by Gilkon.

The local history of the floorboards, which are briefly interrupted by 
granite (the entranceway is a smooth transition from the outdoors), slate 
(in the multi-purpose pantry) or tumbled Carrara marble (bathrooms), is 
now another page in the Glencairn storybook – an ongoing rich tale Cathy 
crafts to spark memories and conversation.

Another example: the vanity in the master bath is topped with green 

RIGHT: The bathroom 
on the lower level 
also has built-ins. 
FAR RIGHT: The 
guest room has faux-
wood ceiling beams 
created by muralist 
Lindsay Davis. A lot 
of the bedding and 
accessories in the 
home were purchased 
at Cabin Boy. BELOW: 
Built-ins line the top 
of the stairs. 

TOP LEFT AND LEFT: 
Daughter Megan’s room 
has fresh-white décor and a 
nautical theme. ABOVE: The 
shared bath upstairs has a 
separate shower room.
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W“What’s wrong with this space?” Gayle asks. “We’re just not 
comfortable here.” “We never use this room,” Adrienne says. “No one in 
the family seems to want to be in here for more than a few minutes.” “We 
just can’t seem to get it right,” a frustrated Donna confesses. “We can’t 
seem to pin down what’s bugging us. It’s not the colour,  and we loved the 
furniture when we picked it out, but it just doesn’t deliver the comfort 
level we anticipated.”

If any of these comments strike a chord with you, you’ll be pleased to 
learn that the struggles of getting it right for your home interior often have 
little to do with the aesthetics of the objects you choose, and everything 
to do with how you feel as a result of the impact that our environment has 
on our overall comfort and sense of well-being. The good news is, once 
we make the connection with our real needs from our personal spaces, 
we can begin with ease to make the choices that support and comfort us.

Let’s start at the beginning. First, it’s important to understand that we 
experience our home spaces on two distinctly different but inseparable 
levels simultaneously. Rather like the proverbial chicken and egg, we are 
engaged in an entangled relationship of physical and emotional response 
that shapes our perceptions and ultimately influences our opinions 
about the degree of pleasure we are experiencing. We are conditioned 
by culture and life experience but our basic needs are pre-programmed 
into our biology. Some we are well aware of and others are acquired on a 
subconscious level and only grab our attention when they appear on our 
radar as intuitive feelings of discomfort. Our instinctive needs for safety, 
warmth, comfort and relationship are continually at work to be satisfied, 
so when we feel physically unsafe and emotionally disconnected, from 

people and our surroundings, we experience 
a negative response. When it comes to 

our homes, there is no getting away 
from satisfying these basic needs, 

despite the degree of luxury 
you can afford.

Here are some examples 
of things that can 
undermine our feelings of 
safety, leaving us feeling 
vulnerable, along with 
some suggested remedies 
to influence those “good 
energy feelings.”

1. Our backs to doorways 
and windows. Our eyes look 

forward – we like to see who is approaching easily. If it is 
impossible to avoid, try to place a mirror in a strategic 
location so you can see who is coming 
behind you.
2. Too much distance between 
seats in conversational areas can 
restrict intimacy and leave us 
feeling exposed. Bring people 
comfortably close and 
remember sofas don’t 
always need to be 
backed against walls.
3. Sitting too close 
can feel like an 
encroachment of 
individual space, (like 
the middle person on a 
three-seater sofa).
4. Chairs with arm 
rests are generally more 
comfortable than armless for living and 
family rooms because they allow natural support in a 
relaxed state.  
5. Blocked pathways – backs of furniture facing entranceways 
– and sofas loaded with cushions with no room for sitting – all 
subconsciously say “restricted area” do not enter!
6. Rigid seating arrangements with hard edges restrict intimacy. 
We are naturally comfortable in conversational circles. Try angling 
furniture to soften edges. Face seating into the centre so people can 
make direct eye contact without twisting and turning.  
7. Bathrooms too close to communal areas compromise privacy and 
are extremely uncomfortable for guests.
8. Bedrooms at the front of the house or too close to the entrance 
door or exposed to high traffic areas keep us in a state of unrest when 
their purpose is to do just the opposite.  
9. Improper lighting can make a room uncomfortable. Choose wisely.
10. Mirrors can be extremely useful decorating tools, but be careful of 
what you are reflecting.
11. Beautiful windows by day left uncovered at night turn to black 
mirror and can be very disturbing.
12. Create subliminal boundaries without barriers by using  
area rugs to define and anchor conversational groupings and fill  
in corners and uncomfortable gaps with plants either artificial  
or natural.  OH

BY IRENE TURNBULL // ILLUSTRATION BY SHEILA BRITTON

your spaceFEELING GREAT
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Sitting Room
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... de signing  
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for people  
who love  
to cook...

KitchenArt North
149 Welham Rd. Unit 23, Barrie ON n 705.719.6712  

KitchenArt
20 Dawson Rd., Orangeville ON n 519.942.8500  

www.cabinetsbykitchenart.ca
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BARRIE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
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LABAR SALES & DISTRIBUTION LTD.   
Labar Sales & Distribution Ltd. is Barrie’s premier residential and 

commercial source for top quality Para and California paints, paint 
supplies and so much more.

We are independently 
ow n e d  a n d  o p e ra te d  so 
you can feel good that the 
money you spend stays in the 
community. Labar Sales has 
been a family run business for 
over 25 years and counting! We offer a large selection of paint tools, 
specialty paint and coatings, interior and exterior stains, ladders, 
painter’s whites, cordless/airless spray guns by Gracco and what is 
paint without décor? We also carry customer bedding and drapery, 
shutters and blinds.

The list of services and products is endless but here are just a few:
• Custom stain colour matching  • Custom lacquer colour matching
• Custom colour spray bombs  • Wood restoration
• Industrial paints and supplies
With the growing interest in DIY renovations and the desire to 

produce quality work, we realize that you will have questions and 
appreciate honest feedback. At Labar Sales we will take the time to 
listen to your project plans and answer any questions you may have.

Whatever the question, ask away and our knowledgeable, friendly 
staff will do our best to answer or find the answer for you.

We invite you to visit our shop and see why the majority of our 
customer base is returning, loyal customers. We thrive to deliver an 
experience where our customers know that we remember who they are 
and see that we have a genuine interest in their project.  
94 Tiffin St. Barrie, 705.726.1423, www.labar.ca (Please see ad on page 6)

HOME OWNERSHIP BENEFITS YOU AND YOUR COMMUNITY   
Statistics show that owning your home has a strong benefit to 

you and the community. The Ontario Real Estate Association (OREA) 
recently reported that 70% of renters plan to own a home in the future. 

Why? Home ownership is 
part of the Canadian Dream 
and makes sound financial 
sense.

O w n i n g  a  h o m e 
significantly impacts your 
net worth. The Canadian 
Mortgage and Housing 
C o r p o r a t i o n  ( C M H C ) 
reports a net worth of over 
$350,000 for home owners 
versus $64,000 for renters.

Your home ownership impacts jobs and creates stable environments 
for raising a family. Statistics confirm that compared to renters, 
home owners are more invested in their municipality, charities, and 
volunteering. 

Buying your home is easier with the assistance of a REALTOR®, a 
valuable member of your community. These experts have knowledge, 
reliability, and a network of resources to make the experience easier.

There are over 800 licensed real estate professionals in the Barrie & 
District Association of REALTORS® Inc. serving Barrie and area. They 
are committed to their community and many are actively involved in 
charity events and organizations. 
To find a professional REALTOR®, visit the Barrie & District 
Association of REALTORS® website at www.barrie.mls.ca and 
select Search For a REALTOR® (Please see ad on page 17)

THE NEW GENERATION OF MOTORIZED BLINDS   
Perhaps some windows in your 

home are difficult to reach, or maybe 
you are just looking for a convenient 
way to raise and lower your blinds. 
In either case, motorized window 
treatments are a great solution. Using 
a wall switch or remote control, you 
can open, close or adjust the angle 
of the blinds for precise light and 
privacy control and Energy Savings. 
Certified in Lutron, Somfy and Hunter 
Douglas automated blinds and drapery 
treatments.  

Ready to enjoy the beauty and 
convenience of motorized blinds or 
shades? Come check out what’s available at Salnek’s Custom Window 
Treatments. We can show you all of the available features, help you pick 
out the window covering that will fit best with your needs and budget 
and install everything for you. 
For more information, give us a call at 705.737.4200  
or visit our showroom at 35 Cedar Pointe Dr. #507, Barrie  
www.salnek.ca (Please see ad on page 21)

QUALITY CURB & GARDEN EDGE    
Quality Curb & Garden Edge offers a much more attractive edging 

for your curb appeal. Newly installed landscaping looks great, but to 
keep it that way you need to maintain some type of edging to keep 
the soil in place, and keep 
the grass and weeds at bay. 
There are several choices 
for edging, including plastic, 
wood and brick or you can 
use a trimming shovel to 
maintain an edge between 
the flower bed and the lawn. 
Another viable solution 
is the use of continuous 
concrete borders.

 Continuous concrete 
curbing can beautify any yard, no matter what the landscape design 
is. As well, it can be installed in a day, without disturbing the existing 
landscaping and plantings.

Patterend concrete needs no maintenance and has beeen proven 
to be an effective root barrier that saves hours of weeding and edging, 
allowing you more time on the golf course or in the pool. This product 
can be coloured all the way through. A variety of different colours and 
patterns is available.

 Let your curb appeal work for you and stand out from the rest. 
Quality is here offering gardening advice and design, weeding and 
planting, spring and fall clean ups, and yard maintenance. 

There are four keys to the success of our business that prove 
themselves day after day. We don’t hide these keys like some sort of 
marketing secret. No, we advertise them because they are the very 
same reasons people like to do business with us. They are quality and 
attention to detail, customer service excellence, and happy, helpful, 
professional employees.

Let us do the work for you, so you can sit and enjoy your outdoor time.
705.322.4562, 1.866.267.9399 
www.qualitycurbandgardenedge.com  
(Please see ad on page 70)

Continued on page 88
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SHAW’S INTERIORS  
Shaw’s Interiors is now entering our 3rd year in business and we are 

very ready for Spring. The showroom has been re-done with the new 
colours of the season. We are very excited about all the new fabrics 
and fresh colour combinations to choose from in our upholstery lines.  

We are continuing to expand our manufacturers by bringing in more 
“Made in Canada” product. These include beautiful bedroom suites, 
dining rooms and custom upholstery. We try to bring in styles that range 
from contemporary to traditional in order to compliment the many 
varied tastes our customers require from us.

Our mission remains the same as the day we opened: first and 
foremost – personalized customer service, which includes home 
visits, colour consulting and space planning from a Certified Interior 
Decorator.

Our sales staff brings over 25 years of experience to the store, with 
a vast knowledge of the furniture industry. We continue to offer you 
only the best quality with the most reasonable prices.

We look forward to seeing you this spring! 
shawsinteriors@bellnet.ca, 705.322.1961 (Please see ad on page 15)

NOBLE INSURANCE – WE’RE YOUR NEIGHBOURS  
With a beach-lined waterfront, great restaurants, theatre and 

shopping, Barrie is a great city in which to live and work. Did we mention 
the friendly people? Noble Insurance has 
two of the friendliest right in our office. 

Living, working and raising your 
family in the same place where you 
grew up gives you a special kind of 
hometown feeling. And that’s what 
Corie Flear brings to her work at Noble 
Insurance. A Registered Insurance 
Broker since 1990, Corie takes pride in 
knowing she’s helping her clients look 
after what’s most important to them.

Fo r  Ca ro l e  Sc h m i d t  a n d  h e r 
family, it’s the outdoors they enjoy 
most about Barrie. Husband Darren – 
Superintendent of Human Resources 
in the Catholic School Board – and 
their three children enjoy camping, 
skiing and mountain biking in their 
down time. A member of the Insurance 
Brokers Association of Ontario since 
1981, Carole loves the challenge of 
personalizing the best coverage package for her clients’ unique needs.   
When you want local expertise, and professional service  
for all your insurance needs, call Noble Insurance or  
visit us at www.nobleins.on.ca
(Please see ad on page 16)

KITCHENART NORTH  
KitchenArt North emphasizes excellent customer service, attention 

to detail and quality Canadian-made products.
We work with the do-it-yourselfer to high-end custom home builders 

and strive to bring unique design ideas to each and every project. What 
clients most appreciate about working with KitchenArt North is the 
benefit of working one-on-
one with a custom kitchen 
designer who is passionate 
about helping them realize 
their dreams. Our product 
line ranges from entry 
level to high-end custom 
cabinets, contemporary, 
traditional and rustic so 
there is  something to 
suit everyone’s taste and 
budget.  We also offer 
sinks, faucets, hardware and various types of countertop materials to 
complete your project.

KitchenArt - “................designing kitchens for people who love to 
cook”   
KitchenArt – 20 Dawson Rd., Unit 2, Orangeville, 519.942.8500
KitchenArt North – 149 Welham Rd. Unit 23, Barrie, 705.719.6712
www.cabinetsbykitchenart.ca
(Please see ad on page 85)

ELMVALE HOME BUILDING CENTRE  
Welcome to the Elmvale Home Building Centre, a 100% Canadian 

l o ca l l y  ow n e d  a n d 
o p e r a t e d  l u m b e r, 
building material and 
hardware bus iness 
serving Simcoe County.

At Elmvale Home 
Building Centre, we are 
proud of our ability to consistently provide exceptional customer service 
to all our customers, from the local home owner to the experienced 
contractor. Our friendly and knowledgeable team is always striving to 
build honest, long lasting relationships with everyone we meet. Our 
experienced staff are capable of providing you with answers to any 
questions you may have regarding home maintenance, improvement 
and small/large building projects.

The Elmvale Home Building Centre always has the right equipment 
on the road to service your needs Monday through Saturday. No matter 
what the job, Elmvale Home Building Centre can get materials to you in 
a timely, professional and safe manner. 

Since 1984, The Elmvale Home Building Centre has played a 
supporting role in our great community – from sponsoring local youth 
sports programs, and providing donations towards local charities as well 
as the Elmvale Maple Syrup Festival and the Elmvale Fall Fair. 

Got Plans? Bring them in for a FREE estimate. Planning a project? 
Come see Doug, Vaden or Jamie today. No job is too big or too small!

We are located north of Barrie on Highway 27. Visit us today to see 
what we can offer you. Helping you make your dreams become a reality!   
705.322.2800 • 121 Highway 27, Elmvale
(Please see ad on page 11)

Elmvale

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

Corie Flear (left) and  
Carole Schmidt (right):  
Your Noble Insurance  
Neighbours in Barrie
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M
We’re all either looking to get 

rid of stuff or find that ideal piece 
to fill or refresh the guest room or 
back porch. Before you toss that 
old mirror or tray, consider using 
it to create a one-of-a-kind, made-
by-you side table.

Most of us have big 
plans this spring to 
clean up, clean out 
and organize our 
homes and yards. 

…ON THE Side
TABLES  BY  I L EANA  PALERMO //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

+

Continued on page 94

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

Inside. And out.

Smart. And beautiful.

Manufacturer’s
Rebate

Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart

EX TRAORD INARY �W INDOW FASH I ONS

Up to 50% of a home's heating and cooling
energy is lost through its windows.

With the ‘honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb’
construction and three insulating air pockets,
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
increase energy efficiency.

Visit a participating dealer from
January 1st to April 30th 2012 for more
information about the Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart Manufacturer’s Rebate.

Scan with a
smartphone
to view video.

Shutters . Blinds . Draperies . Bedding
Free In-home Consultations

393 Yonge Street, Barrie
705-727-0567

www.completeblinds.com

Inside. And out.

Smart. And beautiful.

Manufacturer’s
Rebate

Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart

EX TRAORD INARY �W INDOW FASH I ONS

Up to 50% of a home's heating and cooling
energy is lost through its windows.

With the ‘honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb’
construction and three insulating air pockets,
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
increase energy efficiency.

Visit a participating dealer from
January 1st to April 30th 2012 for more
information about the Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart Manufacturer’s Rebate.

Scan with a
smartphone
to view video.
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+
If you need a top or bottom, the best place to find what you’re 

looking for is a garage sale, consignment or thrift store. Once you’ve 
decided on a tabletop and the perfect legs, make sure you consult 
with an expert at your local hardware store to determine the right 
way to connect the two.  OH

++
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1-888-271-7119
www.roofontario.com

Get Canada’s Best 
LIFETIME ROOF!
Get Canada’s Best 
LIFETIME ROOF!

LIMITED TIME OFFER! 
We are looking for homes in your area,  

so we can demonstrate to your neighbours, 
why our lifetime roofing system is becoming 
CANADA’S #1 CHOICE. By participating 
in this program you will receive a substantial 
SAVINGS OF UP TO 30%! CALL NOW 

and join our thousands of satisfied customers!

GREEN ROOFS 
COME IN MANY 
COLOURS

CANADA’S 1ST AFFORDABLE PERMANENT ROOFCANADA’S 1ST AFFORDABLE PERMANENT ROOF

•	 Meets	stringent	Energy	Star	guidelines
•	 Impervious	to	Hail.	Best	Warranty	in	North	America.
•	 Tested	at	120	MPH	Hurricane	Force	Winds	by	Underwriters	
	 Laboratories.	The	Highest	rating	available	by	UL.
•	 Up	to	65%	Solar	Reflective
•	 Save	up	to	20%	on	your	energy	bills
•	 Maintenance	Free
•	 INSTALLED YEAR-ROUND!
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