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the country estate,
rethought.

welcome to braestone.

Braestone is an award-winning community located on 566 acres in the heart of the
Horseshoe Valley. Inspired by the farmhouses, barns and sheds of the Oro-Medonte
region, Braestone’s homesteads are an authentic reflection of refined country
living with four seasons of outdoor activities at its doorstep. Hiking, skating, apple
picking and maple sugar tapping are just a few of the many remarkable activities down home, LI COUIy:

homeowners will experience living here.

Oro-Medonte’s last master-planned estate community is now

DI PIETRA DESIGN EXCLUSIVELY AT selling. Preview pricing is being held over for a limited time, so visit
* C OUNTER TOPS D1 PiETRA DESIGN braestone.ca and reserve today.
PErRsA WHITE GRANITE

homesteads on minimum 100 ft. lots
up to 330 ft. deep from the mid $400’s

672 Welham Rd - Barrie 705.727.0096 - www.dpd360.com

° Find us on P
register at braestone.ca Facebook © seorenn
S‘rarm @ LG Surfaces Emm @Caesm ;m.mm- ZU.E?D! :'?:.Q i - -" Prices and specifications correct at press time. E. & O.E.
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Designing Custom Cabinetry since 1997

i

-
i o |

,_
T e T
il !

(PKB)) wrsaeriss
... Bat hworks 515 BRYNE DAIVE BARRIE - 70 e 7055276" ‘| 6 perkinsfieldkitchen@rogers.com

Love Your ;.S}J{ICE BATHWORKS.CA - FREE DELIVERY - KNOWLEDE!

like us on

165 COUNTY RD. 6 SOUTH, BOX 1306 TINY, ONTARIO LOL 2J0 ﬁ
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Sales & Distnbution s

Your Local Independent Dealer of Ca"fomi'..?s
California Paints, the designers’ first choice for 20/oﬁ
colour and quality. Not available at the Big Box Stores. | d'scountsg;g

Get emedws & Doors
for Less Than you Think!
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QuakerBlast pressure washers o ) : = - | oheh | B

are built for performance, l L Porch & Floor Hybrid Technology \! -~ et . 11’

efficiency, durability, and | — Interior / Exterior Gloss Enamel . W

reliability. These machines are
sold through local dependable

e 100% Financing

dealers to provide the service and support you need. Durability & performance of an oil. Ease & convenience of a ° O Down
We have been manufacturing high quality high pressure latex. Adheres to Alkyd Surfaces. .
... Beautiful Finish. FloorGUARD™ tough ... e ® Fl‘ee ESt' mateS

systems since 1982.
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RESTORE &
PROTECT

THE NATURAL WOOD
& MASONRY IN YOUR
HOME.

Bringing you the best log
home finishes, natural wood
siding, wood deck and fence
care products.

NATURALLY PERFECT®
PROTECTION

For over 25 years, Sansin’s family
of penetrating Enviro Stains® have
set the standard in environmentally-
friendly wood protection. Low in
VOCs, they simply make wood look
beautiful with incredible colour and
clarity — for decks, siding, interiors
and every part of your home.

kempenfelt

705.737.1554

A 705.726.1423 E¥E @ = == @z@0 @@zl @zl g ey . The Signs You Se Everywhere!
W 94 TIFFIN ST * BARRIE _ﬁg 92 Commerce Park Dr. kempenfeltwindows.com

Sales & Distribution www.labar.ca [Elmed:




= TRANS CANADA
WOOD PRODUCTS LTD.

lumber store

LUMBER SPECIALTIES
POST & BEAM TIMBERS - DECKING
FENCING - FLOORING - FRAMING
INTERIOR PANELING

705-721-1116

7735 County Road 27, Barrie
PO Box 7189, Innisfil, ON L9S 1L0

www.transcanadagroup.on.ca
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Nature Conservancy of Canada™

Give your cabinets a brand new look without
the major expense of a brand new kitchen! Before

We refaced this kitchen’s outdated arched oak
doors with new contemporary doors

We added shaker style panelling to the island
We painted the perimeter cabinetry Off White

We accented the island with Black Bean Soup
to give this kitchen the stylish two-tone look

We provided a new quartz countertop

We replaced the outdated hardware with new
contemporary brushed nickel pulls

We built cabinetry around the new appliances
to give this kitchen the custom built in look

We installed new subway tile backsplash

@ © 00 O® @

Call for a FREE quote and we’ll come to
your home with our Showroom on Wheels

We provide colour samples,

quartz and granite Cm—
. www.kitchenpainters.com
samples, refacing g A »

705.796.4030
door samples g — |
and much more... —% ‘ — ;

Add custom cabinetry, tile backsplashes, crown

moulding, light valances, custom pull-outs,
granite and quartz countertops... we do it all!

Call 705.796.4030 or visit www.kitchenpainters.com for more before & after photos




editor’s note

We regret that OUR HOMES printed the
Bathworks Ajax address in Barrie's spring
issue. The correct address in Barrie is 516
Bryne Dr. Our apologies for any confusion
this may have caused.
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waiting for! Summer is here, and it’s time to
bask in the warm sunshine and relax and enjoy
some much-deserved downtime.

My summer plans include spending as
much time as possible with my husband and
our two boys. Both boys are away at school
most of the year and summer is our time to
regroup, have some fun together and reconnect
before they fly away again.

It is also an exciting time here at OUR
HOMES. We recently launched our new
website, . Loyal readers tell me
all the time that they want to see and read
more of the amazing content in our magazine.

delivers with additional home
features, fresh design and decorating ideas,
delicious seasonal recipes and fun do-it-
yourself projects.

The content on is always
changing, so [ encourage you to visit often and
reach out to the OUR HOMES community
through our social media pages. We have
great contests and fun prizes you can win just
by entering. complements our
magazine and engages our readers until the

next magazine arrives in your neighbourhood.

The focus of this summer issue is
entertaining, adding colour to your home and
waterside living. We take you to Coldwater
and Wyley Gray & Co., a lovely store where
you can buy unique home décor items and
the ever-popular milk and chalk paints for
your home projects. While there I picked up
some Fusion mineral paint to upcycle some
furniture in my home.

Our Style Picks bring colour back into our
lives in a big way. We also visit two incredible
couples that may be retired but lead full and
busy lives in beautiful surroundings.

So sit back and enjoy some summer reading
that will inspire you to celebrate life at home -

the OUR HOMES way!
Cheers,

Georgette McCulloch, Editor-In-Chief
georgette.mcculloch@ourhomes.ca

Follow us

WWW.MERIDIANINC.CA |

705.
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Expect the best...
We're

than the rest

Residential, commercial & estate property *
lawn & garden maintenance LICENSED TO TREAT
Tree pruning & removal & stump grinding EMERALD ASH BORER
Fertilizer and weed control programs

Award-winning Unilock Designs
Patios & Walkways ¢ Retaining Walls
Natural Stone * Garden Makeovers

Foster Lawn & Garden'”

www.fosterlawnandgarden.com (705) 726-9189

« 5 DECORATED
| MAY COURT HOMES

Unique Boutique & Tea

SAVE THE DATES:
Saturday & Sunday
Nov. 21/22, 2015

May Court, Canada’s oldest Service Club.
All proceeds go back to helping people every day
in our community. o

Tour
Ticket Guide

$300

L]

MOUNTAINCROFT

-

. s
INCLUSIVE FEATURES:
Fully Detached Community
All Brick or All Wood exterior finishes
9’ Ceilings on main floor
Gas Fireplace in Great Room
Oak Staircase

Stainless Steel Hood Fan

Close to Downtown, Trails & Skiing,
plus more!

gw? e %DI/\UL%\.

Line 1 Hardwood in Great Room
PLUS Central Air Conditioning

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
( : GRANDVIEW from

HOMES $2839OO

* Speak with a Sales Representative for details. Offer valid until September 31, 2015. Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E.& O. E.

For more information, call 1-866-775-0333 or visit GrandviewHomesNorth.com

Visit our Model Home at the corner of Poplar Sideroad and Clark just east of High St. in Collingwood.




inhabit

INTERIORS & DESIGN

New Location:
120 Dunlop St. E.
Downtown Barrie

OPENING JUNE 26

Furniture & Accessories
Expert Interior Design Advice
Cabinetry/Kitchens

NEW LOCATION: 120 Dunlop St. E.

705 734 1212 - www.inhabit-design.com

advice
STORY STEPHANIE REDMOND

SUMMER
TRENDS

AND QUIRKY
COLOUR COMBOS

Much like taste and smell, colour is subjective. VWhat
is aesthetically pleasing in one's surroundings may
seem dull and joyless to another. The good news is,
this year it seems that anything goes, with anything!
Green is definitely af the forefront. The weirder

the green the better, and you can pair it with just
about any colour. For 2015, it's back to nature with
greens, metals and a handcrafted feel.

PINK + MINT PASTELS

Farrow &Ball Introverted & Soft

i
Pale Powde I'm a pink lover, and Farrow &

Ball has it covered. Pink Ground

Farrow &Ball: is an amazing pastel tone that is
Pink Groun soothing yet somehow modern.
Farrow & Ball The mood it sets will please
w g )
Teresas Green the introverted decorators

with its gentle feel. They have
it paired this season with two
greens — Pale Powder and
Teresa’s Green. You get that
Easter egg, spumoni ice cream
vibe. This is classic and not
trendy. To modernize, hang a
mirror with faceted edges. This
subtle detail is all the rage but
worr't overpower the softness

of the backdrop.

COPPER, EMERALD &
Benjamin NAVY

Moore:

Gzt Romantic & Daring

Ladore copper, but I prefer mine

aged with a patina, darkened
but not green. Copper was a
traditional background piece,
like old, too heavy pots hanging
above the stove. And for the

16 | ourhomes SUMMER 2015

Designer
Stephanie Redmond
shares her ideas.

country, what could be better? The copper trend, however, is shiny and

bright. I’s modern and urban. Paired with emerald green it is a definite

win. Add navy blue to accentuate this pairing. If you want to add alittle
coppetr to your existing palette, try this West Elm side table. It's simple,
stylish and looks right at home just about anywhere.

AUBERGINE, BRASS & GRANNY SMITH

Modern & Refined I 4
I'm not quite ready to say goodbye to black forever, but N\

it’s time to add a little edge to our moody tones. Deep
aubergine is certainly a step in the right direction and cooked \h‘i

is even better! Try Caponata from Benjamin Moore for a regal @@

backdrop. It's lovely paired with brown or deep pink for a

serious and refined look. For a contemporary edge, throw

in a quirky green accessory like Martha Sturdy’s resin flower

bowl in granny smith apple. And for a little glamour, try these
beautiful aged-brass wall hooks that I found on Etsy. Their

clean lines highlight the brass and would be stunning on an &
aubergine backdrop.

AZURE, DEEP MAHOGANY & LEAF GREEN

Sophisticated & Fresh
Deep mahogany is another tone that will allow us to shift away
from black. This rich brown creates a stunning backdrop on a wall
or shelving unit. Simple pottery on a shelf disappears on a light
background, but a deeper tone allows you to see the lines of each piece.
Jewelry is a big inspiration in interior design this season. Take these
Lindsay Adelman wall sconces for instance. On a much smaller scale,
they would make a lovely pair of earrings! Add a hint of nature with
aleafy green through furniture, an area rug or a beautiful ivy plant.
Sometimes there is no substitute for the real thing,

I'm going out on a limb, but I think we've
become more daring in our decorating,
which is a good thing. It’s fun. Colour is -
in, so dorrt be shy. Even the grey lovers are

adding a pop! o1

1. Mahogany Stool: BluDot 2. Brass Hook: Golden
Biscotti 3. Resin Bowl: Martha Sturdy 4. Wall Sconce:
Lindsay Adelman 5. Copper Side Table: West Elm

.-c-r:faﬁ.i_-:!-'?ﬁs-ﬁ?_rﬂ-s.- .- -

Head into

22 Queen St W
Elmvale, ON

705.322.1961

ianbayliving.c
georgianbayliving.com

GEORGIAN BAY

— iving

FINE FURNITURE




INFUSION

STORY SHELBY HILSON

“Drink eight glasses of water per day!”

A practice that is preached so often, by so many, it’s generally
accepted that eight glasses of pure H>O each day is the ultimate
hydration goal. We know this, it’s been drilled into our brains,
but how many of us are actually drinking enough water?

Not many of us, according to the Angus Reid Forum, which
polled 1,234 Canadian adults in nine provinces about their
family’s hydration habits. Forty-five per cent of Canadians drink
four or more non-water beverages each day, while 55 per cent
of the respondents said their children drink only one to three
glasses of water a day, and 22 per cent said their child drinks fruit
juice the most often.

These numbers are worrisome as proper hydration is key
to our overall health. Every organ, tissue and cell in our body is
dependent on water, which makes sense since more than half of
our bodies are made of it! Dehydration contributes to countless
illnesses, as well as obesity and unhealthy food choices.

Now that the hot summer weather has arrived, it’s even
more important for us to guzzle our share of the good stuff.
Sounds simple, but water can get pretty boring, especially
with all the sweet, sparkling options available, and many of us
know the challenge of convincing a toddler to make the clear,
tasteless choice.

But that’s just it... water doesn't have to be the clear, tasteless
choice to reap the benefits! Try one of these many ideas to uplift
your water and your health this summer...

18 | ourhomes SUMMER 2015

—R %MJ‘Z W&LVDUVYMV Wﬂu‘t@h Layer fruit and herbs with

ice in a water pitcher, then add cold water.

Mouthwatering Watermelon:

\ 3-4 slices of watermelon, cubed
\U 1 handful fresh mint, scrunched in hand

— Ice

Strawberry Sunshine:

5-10 fresh strawberries, sliced

Y2 lemon, sliced

1 handful fresh basil scrunched in hand

Ice

Cool as Cucumber:

1 cucumber, sliced

2 limes, sliced

1 handful fresh mint scrunched in hand

Ice

o e
.

More tips for infusing your
water with flavour:

e e e oo

Try just about any fruit, including berries and

e e oo e 0 0 e

citrus, to give your water a juicier flavour without
any added sugars.

e e e oo

Herbs like basil, mint and lemon balm will help balance
the sweetness of fruit and give your water an extra

nutritional kick.

e e e oo

Having a fresh jug visible every time you open the
fridge will encourage you to drink more water, even if

e e e e o0 0

it's tap water.

Scrunching herbs in your hand and slightly mashing

e e e oo

berries before adding to your water will

. help release the flavours faster. ——
. If you don't enjoy mouthfuls vi | i i
. of fruits and herbs while \ [1 1

drinking, try an infuser

e e e oo

jug or glass, which

holds the solids in a

e e e oo

tube while allowing
them to infuse the

water with flavour. on

e
0!'.00!'.0.--‘0.--0qr;\-. .
- o3
ASOBU: Pure Flavour 2 GO *“ PRODYNE: ICED Fruit Infusion

e e 0000 0 0

© 000060606060 000000000000000000000000000000e o

e e e o e

Two locations to serve you:

BARRIE
705-728-5406

COLLINGWOOD
705-445-5670

Visit our Geothermal showroom

Barri :
BCIN Certified - we handle the Design, atourBarrie focation

Permits and Installation

Geothermal Specialists - over 700
systems installed

@ Reliance

“Yanch.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Ductwork Experts - custom ductwork to
suit any project

In-floor hydronic heat specialists including
zoning and exterior snow melt

www.relianceyanchheating.com

24/7 after sale technical support

™ “Reliance”, "Homes Run Better on Reliance” and the Reliance "Home" logo are trademarks of Reliance Comfort Limited Partnership.

Hf*mes Run Better On Reliance”

TIE company |
INBARRIE " |3

Vote for Barrie’s Best Tile Company in 2015!

And thank you to all our valued customers
who voted for us in the past.




style picks

1III

SPLASH ON COLOUR

Add a juicy hit of citrus to your summer style.
b

PHOTOGRAPHY BONNIE FOX

+

) MIDLAND HOME HARDWARE
DESIGN SHOWROOM

Bright Tile

Add a pop of colour to your bathroom
or kitchen backsplash. These Ceratec
tiles are from the Pop by Imola line —a
tile collection inspired by the pop art of
Roy Lichtenstein.

105 Fourth St., Midland

705.526.5416
midlandhomehardwaredesignshowroom.com
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© TRANSCANADA WOOD
PRODUCTS LTD.

Muskoka Chairs

Never paint your Muskoka chairs again.

These recycled plastic chairs come in
17 colours and require only minimal
maintenance. They're even made

in Muskoka.

7735 Simcoe Country Rd. 27, Barrie
705.721.1116 | transcanadagroup.on.ca

© BEHOLD DESIGN

Kitchen Ideas

Don't just plan your kitchen or
bathroom reno, design it! Behold
Design has the very latest in what's
next, from custom cabinetry to every
finishing touch you'll need to get the
look you want. Get your kitchen or bath
together in one place.

4 Checkley St., Suite 102, Barrie
Beholddesign.ca

@ SIMPLY COUNTRY

Chair

Say it with colour! Relax in this retro-
inspired swivel chair by Decor-Rest
Furniture. Have some fun with patterns
—the colour options are endless.

323 King St., Midland
705.526.7630 | simplycountryfurniture.ca

© BACK IN THYME

Juicer and Kitchen Towels

Every kitchen should have a juicer.
Mom used a vintage juicer like this and
if it's good enough for Mom... Add a
bright dish towel from the selection at
this lovely Coldwater emporium.

14 Coldwater Rd., Coldwater
705.686.3493 | backinthyme.on.ca

@ BLAIR INTERIORS
& WINDOW FASHIONS

Throw Pillows

Refresh the look of your bed or sofa
with these gorgeous Early Bird pillows
from Lady Rosedale. Feather filled, of
course, with a solid, coordinating fabric
on the reverse side.

305 King St., Midland
705.526.0500 | blairinteriors.com OH

ourhomes SUMMER 2015 | 21
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212 King Street, Midland
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/705.527.1515

www.freshflowersbyleanne.com

3] follow us on facebook!
.j www.facebook.com/freshbyleanne
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real estate

H OME FOR THE
$UUII/70CL

STORY WALTER FRANCZYK

A sunny southern exposure, breathtaking views and a
sandy beach - alluring delights of a summer home are
easy to picture. “We all want the dream,” says realtor
Caitlin Hill of Royal LePage. But the joys of summer

aren't always available at a price buyers can afford. “The
reality is, that dream is $500,000 and you may only have
$300,000, so you have to give up something in your
dream,” says Fred Aitken, a Royal LePage broker. “We can
go out and find the next best thing,” says Hill.

The Lakes of Muskoka realtors expect another strong season of
recreational property sales in Ontario’s cottage country. A healthy
economy, rising employment and low interest rates have buoyed the
residential housing market. Like a rising tide, it has lifted recreational
property sales to their highest levels since the financial meltdown of
2008. With house values rising, some people are leveraging equity
gains in their urban homes to buy cottages and summer homes
all over Ontario.

Typical cottage hunters want a woodland retreat within a two-hour
drive of home. Ideally, they want a country house on the water, with
cathedral ceilings and windows overlooking the lake — a property
where children can play safely, where they can swim, launch a canoe,
dock a boat or fish. With many of the six million denizens of southern
Ontario cities eager for respite from summer heat and suburban
hubbub, demand for summer homes is high, and so are the prices.

Royal LePage’s 2014 Recreational Property Report estimates that
cottages on Lake Erie and Lake Huron, within an hour or two-hour
drive of London, ranged from $195,000 to $2.4 million. In Muskoka, two
hours north of Toronto, typical waterfront cottages with road access
were selling from $525,000 to $650,000. On larger Muskoka lakes, more
than 100 waterfront cottages fetched between $1 million and $8 million.

There are comparative bargains. In eastern Ontario, in the land of
1,000 islands, waterfront cottages with road access in the Kingston area
ranged from $185,000 to $325,000. Waterfront properties accessible
only by boat cost $175,000 to $210,000 while inland sites were
$80,000 to $110,000.

In the Meaford and Collingwood areas, the average price of a
waterfront cottage with land access was estimated at $345,000. A
similar property on the Bruce Peninsula ranged from $250,000 to
$400,000. In Haliburton, the price averaged $350,000.

If you're lucky enough to live in northern Ontario or are willing to
drive several hours, you can buy an affordable recreational property and
still have money for all the toys to equip it. Up north, they’re usually
called camps, not cottages. On St. Joseph Island, a 45-minute drive

22 | ourhomes SUMMER 2015

southeast of Sault Ste. Marie, cottage owners can watch gigantic lake

freighters ply the St. Marys River from waterfront properties that can
be bought for an average of $150,000. Inland camps run about $100,000.

Near Sudbury, home of Science North, Dynamic Earth and the
Big Nickel, waterfront camps and cottages average $190,000, while
a water access only site will run about $140,000 and an inland
property $100,000 - a bargain if youw're willing to drive four hours from
Toronto. Similar prices can be found around Lake Nipissing in the
North Bay area.

The three things that most affect the price of the cottage are the
size of the lake, size of the cottage and its condition. The proximity of
amenities, such as shopping, dining, a movie theatre or golf, is also a
factor. The closer the amenities, the more a cottage might cost. Cottages
accessible only by boat are less expensive as are those inland without
any waterfront.

Rob Serediuk, a salesman with Chestnut Park Real Estate Ltd.
Brokerage, estimates that more than half the people he deals with have
considered renting their cottage when they’re not using it to help cover
expenses. Cottage rental agencies can screen tenants and handle all the
administration for a fee. Keeping a cottage, maintenance and repairs,
utilities and taxes will cost just as much as a home in the city.

Many people are making more use of their country homes than their
parents did a generation ago. The demand for year-round road access
and four-season liveability is hot. With the proliferation of reliable
Internet service, four-day weekends at the cottage are getting more
popular. “People who are working from their house are now working
from their cottage,” says Aitken.

More and more buyers view the cottage as more than a summer
home. Rob and Jennifer Anderson of Newmarket designed their cottage
on Lake of Bays with their three young children in mind. But they
also planned years ahead. “It will eventually be where Rob and I will
retire,” says Jennifer. “We would be there half the time and hopefully
somewhere warm through the hard winter months, when we get to that
stage of our life.” on
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Whether you're looking to furnish or accessorize
your whole home or just a room or are on the
hunt for that perfect piece to complete your

look...make Dwellings your first stop.

Located in the quaint village of Craighurst
in the Horseshoe Valley area you will find the
perfect blend of Rustic and Refined accents

for your home.

For linens, furniture, area rugs, lamps,
pillows, accessories, gifts and more...your visit
to Dwellings will leave you feeling inspired to

make your house a home.

2101 Horseshoe Valley Rd,
Barrie, ON

dwellingsdecor.ca
705.730.7878
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STORY JENNIFER SCHLEICH

PURRFECT
DECOR SOLUTIONS ez

Food dishes crammed in kitchen corners, leashes hanging

haphazardly over benches, raggedy dog beds welcoming guests in the foyer, toys strewn

T pocacrow: s

Dog Beds

across the floor and kibble scattered under the kitchen table; these are facts of life pet owners
learn to live with.

It doesirt have to be this way. Pets dor't have to equal clutter, and they certainly dor't have to
be incompatible with your décor. Seamlessly integrating your pets’ needs and accessories into

your home is simple, and it can be done stylishly - we promise.

BITCH NEW YORK:
Zenhaus Dog Crate

BAREBIRCH: Rustic
Feeding Station

www.bigeastconstruction.com
705.294.0785 cl@bigeastconstruction.com

MURPHY'S PAW DESIGN:
Andrea Calo Murphy Dog Bed

Have you considered solid wood end

Fabric And Flooring:

Despite common opinion to the contrary,

Accessories You
Can't Live Without:

The luxury market has become saturated
with pet accessories, so there’s no excuse for
unsightly dog beds and dollar-store leashes.
Whether your home’s style is modernly
minimalist, industrial, coastal, country

chic or more traditional, you can find an

tables that double as dog crates, or how
about a Murphy bed for your pet that folds leather is a great option for furniture in a

. , . . : !
up into a shelf? Try a cat tree, which on first pet-friendly house. It's allergen resistant,

glance appears to be a corner shelf, or replace easy-to-clean and should resist normal wear

your living room console table with a sleek

from most paws.

alternative that cleverly conceals a litter box. If you prefer to go the fabric route, never

The OptIOHS are as endless as your 1mag1nat10n. piCk an open weave or textured fabric,

accessory that matches. Desi Y H With which will catch claws and allow hairs to Jackie Ramler, CFP, FMA, MBA
® Food dishes now come in esign . our omc? it migrate into the fibres. The best options Financial Advisor
patterned ceramic. Furry Friends In Mind: are tight-weave polyester fabrics. Fabric
From the moment you start a build or furniture should be vacuumed twice a week 705-721-5919

e Climbing structures for the active kitty
can be works of art.

renovation you should consider every to prevent the oils from your pet’s fur from

penetrating the fabric. Specialized wealth services for Business

Owners and Executives.

. . . customization that will streamline your life,
¢ Raised feeding stations are great Y

organization solutions.

pets included. From feeding and bathing to When considering carpet, keep the same

storage, a good contractor will be able to offer  tips in mind: tight weaves and short nap will

e Avintage suitcase cat bed is a fun living g0 a long way to eliminating headaches. The

room addition awell-designed solution.

Retirement can be the ultimate vacation -

e Leather storage bins are stylish
hideaways for toys.

® Dog leash racks make great DIY projects
(check the OUR HOMES Pinterest board)

Hide The Clutter
In Plain Sight:

Even if you replace every pet accessory with a
stylish one, you will still have too much stuff.
Choosing items with multiple functions can
cut down on clutter.
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* Craft a built-in pet feeding station in the
kitchen or mudroom.

e Construct a dog shower in the
laundry room.

* Hide the pet bed in the space below the
kitchen island.

e Convert unused under-stair storage into a
mini dog bedroom.

¢ Install pocket door dog gates.

e Plan for a second slide-out garbage
drawer in the kitchen: they make great
pet food storage.

Mohawk Group’s Lees brand of carpet tiles
come with a special pet warranty to protect
homeowners from stains.

Though hard-surfaced floors are more
popular, even the most durable hardwoods
worn't withstand the wear and tear from your
pets. If you are set on hard-surfaced flooring,
consider tile, laminate and the newer vinyl
luxury products. ox

Get more design ideas at
ourhomes.ca/mag/design

if you plan ahead! Many people spend more
time planning their vacation than they do their
retirement, while a well planned retirement can
lead to a holiday that lasts for years.

ieaiin aavisors  RAYMOND JAMES

Raymond James Ltd., Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund.
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Leaving a home filled with
32-years of family history
would be a test for most dry
eyes, but it’s the new hilltop
haven Donna Basic moved
into last year with husband
Mike that now makes her
teary with sentimentality.

Continued on page 29

STORY KATHLEEN DUNC
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY
ARRANGEMENTS STREET"
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Gorgeous hydrangeas from Street’s
Flowers line the elegant, covered front
porch of this beautiful custom home by
WeatherGuard Construction. OPPOSITE
TOP: The eyebrow window above the
entrance is mirrored at the back, bringing
an abundance of sunlight into the home.
OPPOSITE BOTTOM: The stone from the
exterior is used to surround the fireplace
in the living room.
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LEFT: The kitchen pairs solid light maple
cabinets by Bateman Custom Furniture

& Cabinetry along the walls with a dark
L-shaped island topped with granite from

Di Pietra Design. Note the large TV screen
above the range. RIGHT: The handy coffee
station is always ready for guests. BELOW: In
the summer months, the outside dining area
is the ideal place to entertain and gaze upon
the spectacular views.

That’s because the 7,600 sq. ft. custom house
was created by their son Myles, a carpenter,
third-generation builder, and owner of

“When I'm sitting in the kitchen and see
something we spoke about — like the tile detail
behind the stove, it’s a memory, this house
is constant memories,” Donna smiles, also
pointing out the paintings of one daughter
(professional artist Michelle Basic Hendry)
and the bedroom (with sunset views) reserved
for visits from the other. “I couldn’t have a
more beautiful home.”

The two-year project was also special for
Myles, who strove to satisfy each personal

preference for his mother (including a
mudroom dog shower for the pup she’s
dreaming of), and to meet the professional
standards of his father’s commercial-building
expertise. Already known for his attention
to detail, the younger Basic was on full alert,
as exemplified by the meticulously match-
booked panels of herringbone firebricks
lining the box of his parents’ great room
fireplace. completed the
home’s drawings.

“This structure is unique in a residential
application,” Myles explains. “It’s a very
heavy foundation to support the full in-floor

radiant heating system (
Continued on page 31
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OPPOSITE: The dining room is
opposite the kitchen at the front of
the home. The raw-wood dining table
from Restoration Hardware is paired
with studded, linen-wrapped chairs.
The large lanterns add French flair.

& Air Conditioning) built into a suspended
concrete slab floor. All balconies are also
suspended slab. When we were building it,
everyone called it the fortress.”

Even the garage has heated flooring with
trench drains for run-off.

To create separate his-and-her spaces, twin
master suites anchor the north end of this
expansive bungalow, above a full walk-out
basement with a second kitchen, three
bedrooms and two baths. All plumbing by
Plumbtech Plumbing Inc.

Mike’s retreat showcases Restoration
Hardware furniture and engineered Northern
Wide Plank Flooring installed by D&T
Contracting made from reclaimed boards.
His en suite features Hansgrohe fixtures and a
richly patterned limestone countertop.

Across the hall, Donna’s sparkly sanctuary
contains a mirrored bedside table and a

white quartz whirlpool bath surround

that shimmers as it reflects the flames of a
wall-mounted gas fireplace from Napoleon
Home Comfort. Overhead, a chrome and
crystal chandelier dances its beams across the
Rubinet fixtures, a bright Corian countertop
and white marble flooring from The Design
Loft at Simcoe Building Centre.

KL Interior Design created the colour
palette throughout, including in the great
room where Myles says the Benjamin Moore
Weimaraner wall colour is an exact match for
his dog Molly. There, flanking the floor-to-
ceiling tumbled limestone Rumford fireplace
by C. Kenney Masonry (with a barn beam
mantel reclaimed from a Springwater farm),
are a pair of matching eyebrow windows
deeply set into barrel-roll ceilings. One sits
18 feet above the home’s main entrance and
is mirrored above wall-to-wall windows
overlooking the back garden.  continucd on page 34

TOP: Donna Basic and her artist
daughter, Michelle Hendry, visit on
the covered porch opposite the

living room. ABOVE & LEFT: Two of
Michelle’s paintings hang prominently
in her parent’s home.
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AUDIO VIDEQ combined experience.

UNLIMITED

The hers master suite is ultra
feminine and elegant. KL
Interior Design helped Donna
select the soft colour palette.
The Napoleon fireplace
installed in the bath nook

is a treat while the walk-in
closet and dressing area is a
luxurious must.

SALNAMANANDER

We carry the best in-home solutions for entertainment and comfort. Come in and ask us about
Audio Systems, Video Solutions, Home Theater, Outdoor Entertainment, Lighting and Shade
Control and Automation.

We do it alll Our services include Design, Installation, Wireless Music Systems, Video Surveillance
Security. We also carry your Furniture and Accessory needs.

Don't forget ... We're also mobile! Let us take care of your Audio Video needs in your Car, Boat and
Yacht, Motor Coach and Motorcycle.

We're also proud to cater to your business needs with great products and services for Audio
Systems, Lighting Control and for most commercial spaces such as Offices, Fitness Centers,
Restaurants, Hotels, Bars.

QMmotion’

advanced shading systems

Tel: 705-527-7888

) ) ) > PRESENT THIS AD
9225 County Rd. 93, Unit 12a (Huronia Mall) Midland, ON L4R 4K4 in store and pay no HST

on your next purchase!

www.fastforwardavu.com Find us on Facebook!
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“They look simple, but the drywall ( of
) has to be perfect because every flaw shows,” says Myles,
of his biggest project challenge. “And the angles of each layer have to
match exactly. It’s more like building furniture.”

As aresult, the room is flooded with light, providing a seamless
gateway to the natural beauty beyond. A similar effect is reached
downstairs where transoms (from Marvin Windows and Doors) line
the top of full-scale windows across the basement’s back wall. All sofits,
fascia and metal work by of

“Seasonally, there’s always something to look at,” sighs Donna,
turning from a view of Mount St. Louis Ski Resort to gaze down
over flagstone landscaping (by ) to the environmentally
protected bush that hides the headwaters of the Coldwater River and
comprises nearly half of the property. “Ilove looking at the deer and
birds as the sun comes up.”

Her husband Mike, also a private pilot, enjoys walking into the back
field to look up at his new home, with its strong beams and balconies
perched above 106 acres of multi-use land. An additional 40 per cent of
the estate continues to grow hay and other field crops, as it has for more
than a century. All excavating was completed by :

Although the house is massive in scale, the oversize proportions of
each element keep the home’s West Coast-style cosy: ceiling heights
are typically 10 feet, doors are eight and hallways are a wide five or

Continued on page 36

34 | ourhomes SUMMER 2015

Stairhaus

Innovative Design 4 Definitive Style

STAIRS ¢ RAILINGS « BARN BOARD e« SUPPLY ¢ INSTALL
20 Mills Road, Barrie, Units L & M o 705-733-9292
Open Monday to Friday 8am-5pm e www.stairhaus.com

o 0 @ @stairhaus_inc

IRVINE 7 CARPET ONE oo

Making your decorating
dreams come true
ABOVE & TOP: His suite is masculine with .
dark wood and a gentleman'’s en suite with since 1 960

a vessel sink and river rock in the shower.
LEFT: Mike's office is down the hall from
the master suites and has a walk-out to the
covered patio.

‘Experience the difference
Experience makes’

www.irvinecarpetone.com 514 Bayﬁeld St., Barrie ON  705.728.5566 494 Veterans Dr., Barrie 705-728-5567




The mudroom and laundry
rooms are practical yet
beautiful. The laundry room
also serves as a wrapping room
with a quartz table opposite
the washer and dryer. The
mudroom has two exits, one to
the back and one to the garage.
It's located down around the
corner from the kitchen and has
a handy dog shower.
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six feet across. Tall baseboards at floor level,
crown moulding at the ceiling and huge

light fixtures in between provide warmth
along with the wealth of space. Two large
fixtures in the living room were custom made
by Northern Iron.

“I thought it was going to be too small,”
laughs Donna about the first time she saw the
foundation. “But he knew what he was doing.
It’s perfect and I'm very proud of him.”

Myles knows the definition of perfection
changes with each homeowner he works
with. Although craftsman/contemporary
styling seems to be trending now; his approach
changes with the needs of each project. What
doesmrt change is his penchant for quality,
durable finishes and materials that minimize
maintenance while maximizing budgets.

Spec builds, like two current projects in
Moonstone, also allow him the freedom to mix
materials and follow his own creative drum.

Ultimately, however, he knows all houses
are about the people - and says the kitchen
is the new living room, where everyone
comes together.

In his Monr’s new kitchen, where
Appliance Canada products are built in to
solid maple cabinets by Bateman Custom
Furniture & Cabinetry, he watches
her boost his young son up to the platter
of cheese and crackers on the Di Pietra
Design granite countertop, and smiles
at today’s shared moments destined to be
tOmMOrrow’s memories. oH

Get It Done Right PAINTING
rEETN \EH

— =t

L = '
w TURN KEY: PACKAGES
We are a professional painting SERVICES . o : - RENOVATIONS & ;
company serving Barrie & * Interior & Exterior Y - \‘* : CUSTOM BUILDS
surrounding areas since 1997, * Residential & Commercial | - . ] S0
e Kitchen Cabinet & Furniture Refinishing = —

Call or email for your  Refinishing Decks, Fences & Garages
FREE estimate today' o Wallpaper Removal & Wall Repairs

® Backsplash Installation

We also offer a personal on-site ® Faux Finishes
FREE colour consultation. © Murals by Airbrushing

CATHERINE STAPLES
INTERIORS

705-331-4946 NIT

See website for homes available.
simcoe construction

DECOR
FASHION
SHOP

470 Huronda Rd
Barrie (705) 721-8585

00RO

wiwhw StaplesDesignGroup.com

whww Novuhlcom




green living

It's a wonderful time
of year, even if you
aren't able to get
away for a holiday.
Weekends are filled
with barbecues,
friends and family,
and evenings are
spent sitting under
the stars on the deck.

Many of us will be entertaining outdoors.
Here are some tips to help make your
summer entertaining both environmentally
responsible and stylish:

THE TABLE

Avoid using plastic disposable cutlery and
plates. Try using your indoor cutlery, or glam it
up with your inherited sterling silver and best
dishes. If you don't have enough of one set, mix
and match for an eclectic look. If you need to
buy more dishes, grab some at your favourite
charity shop - the ultimate in recycling,

Another alternative is bamboo. The eco-
friendly dishes are inexpensive, reusable and
outdoor friendly, and they are from renewable
resources, or you can rent cutlery and plates.

If hiring a caterer, using your own dishes
and serving platters cuts out another level of
disposables and reduces cost.

Use tablecloths. If you dor't own any, buy
vintage at a consignment shop, thrift store
or flea market. Vintage linens, such as Irish
linen, will lend elegance to an outdoor meal,
and they are perfect for outdoor use. If you
ca't find vintage napkins, use hankies or cut a
tablecloth into napkin-size squares and hem,
or use with rough edges for a more rustic look.

Be creative when decorating the table. Use
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ENTERTAINING

flowers out of your garden, from a market stall,
or branches in a tall vase for a striking display,
or try placing small terracotta pots filled with
herbs at each place setting,

Burn beeswax or soy candles, or better
yet, use LED candles, which are battery
operated and reusable.

THE MENU

As you begin to plan your menu, look for
ingredients that are currently in season. This
means you wor't need to purchase imported
goods that travel thousands of miles to

get to your table.

THE CLEAN UP

You've just enjoyed grilled chicken and steak.
As delicious as they were, now you're left
with loads of dishes and a sticky barbecue.
Residue can affect the cooking process of your
next grilled meal by sticking to your food and
changing the flavour. It can affect cooking
time too, but cleaning the grill thoroughly is
the way to deal with it. If you clean it right
away, then it’s easier. Believe it or not, there is
away to get it clean without noxious sprays.
Taking care of your grill means it will last

for many barbecues, and it will be a healthier
grill to cook on.

HOW TO:

. Close the lid of
your barbecue, which will allow the
temperature to rise to the maximum, and
avoid a loss of heat, a crucial part of the
cleaning process.

J Turn both
propane burners to high. Wait until the
maximum temperature has reached the
top of the thermometer. If you don't
have one, simply wait five minutes for the
barbecue to heat up. The high heat will
turn the residue into ash. Shut everything
off and proceed to clean the grill.

. Use a good wire brush
to clear off the ashes of what was the
remains of your dinner. A quality wire
brush can handle the heat and will not
melt or catch fire.

e Alternatively, clean your grill with a
barbecue brush and a thick paste of
baking soda and water. Or, cut an onion
in half and rub it over the rack once it has
heated up; then brush a bit of olive oil on
over the grill, so the food doesn’t stick
next time.

With a little planning, your summer
get together can be both eco-friendly
and stylish. on

CUSTOM HOMES & COTTAGES

www.homesbydaycor.com e Barrie, ON Tel: 705.792.0580

m‘

DESIGN » RENOVATION  CABINETRY » FURNISHINGS Discover Our Showroom
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am-4:30pm Sat by appt.

Sus.

KITCHEN & BATH - SINCE 1976

@/ .

| ¥ 35 CedardornieBVPRUnit 35, barrie, ON

NKBA \zicoa Kichen | 70 726398 IS N0107 .desighersplus. ca
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comfort zone
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PHOTOGRAPHY BONNIE FOX

After falling in love with Michael Penney Collection. Want to create
a century home in the quaint village of your own personalized sign? Attend a
Coldwater, Connie Archer decided to sign-making class or buy a customized kit
buy it and pursue her long-time dream to take home and complete on your own.

of opening her own boutique shop.

Wyley Gray & Company is filled Connie has gathered

with antiques, vintage finds, an eclectic collection of

’N

S

local handcrafted wares, vintage/antique finds,

soaps, art, signs including locally-made

. soaps and candles
and more! An avid P

as well as a nice

painter and folk

artist for many selection of home

. décor items
years, Connie also !

enjoys teaching frames and signs.

workshops and Toss pillows
art classes. are plenty and if
you're shopping
for your waterfront
Attend a home or cottage, there’s

workshop and learn how to an abundance of natural,

paint your own furniture. Wyley Gray coastal and beachy finds. Inventory
& Co. carries the full line of Miss Mustard is always changing, making each visit a
Seed Milk Paint and the recently released surprise. A collection of vintage tin toys
Fusion Mineral Paint, featuring the new are new to the shop.

“Narrowing down a
favourite is difficult,” says Connie. “The
shop is filled with everything that | love.”
After much consideration, Connie points
to vintage lace, tarnished silver teapots
used to hold fresh-cut flowers and paint
brushes made in Italy. “It is important to
me to have items made in Canada and/
or locally lining the shelves — down-filled
pillows, beeswax candles and Billy Goat
Soaps to name a few.”

Need a piece of furniture
painted? As a certified retailer of both the
Miss Mustard Seed Milk Paint and Fusion
Mineral Paint, you can be sure that your
piece will be updated to your satisfaction.
“Working with the paint on a daily basis
and attending seminars in Toronto
and Las Vegas means | am current and
knowledgeable on both lines of paint.”
Connie also hosts painting parties, where
a group of friends can all paint together.
Connie has completed several “made to
order” signs for her customers ensuring a
unique one-of-a-kind item. Gift certificates
are available.

30 Coldwater Rd., Coldwater
289.772.6787 | www.wyleygrayco.ca oH
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outdoor living

m Get more outdoor living at ourhomes.ca/mag/outdoor

FATBOY:
Headdemock in Red

5 Shape o oo In Coldwater, yow’l
not only discover vintage
WEST ELM: Tillary

Outdoor Sofa Chan (_)f-the dOWf’ltOWf/l,

but also many unique

Home decor, gifts, custom painting & more. and Wondeifﬁ/ll Shop S th’at Sell eVery thlng
MMS Milk Paint & Fusion Mineral Paint workshops .
30 COLDWATER RD, COLDWATER ON ﬂom gourmet.fb()ds and handmade g.leS to

Open 10-5pm Tues. to Sat.
WWW.WYLEYGRAYCO.COM 1.289.772.6787

DEDON: FEDRO Floor

‘ FF LOUNGE "9
S - AND R E |_ /A\X

Hampstead Teak
Double Chaise in
Honey with Ink Blue
Cushion

everyday convenience products.

BACKInTHYME

ANTIQUES & PRIMITIVE COUNTRY WARES

%i\a\aing a wo? p?rivd‘ \0\3 JcL\a F"DK on HAUSER: Tesk

the dock or in the backyard is the

ultimate summer indulgence.
Pick your style and

lounge in comfort.

Antiques T"’ Co||ectab|es T" Home & Cottage Decor

We Buy & Selll

HAUSER: Lollygagger
Chaise in Apple Red

10 Coldwater Rd
Coldwater, ON

Open 11:3 Sunday and Monday, ke 705.686.3883

HAUSER: Southampton ' gl AR <L 10-5{Tuesday to Saturday \ 4 Cvillager@eastlink.ca
Chaise in Roasted Pecan & = www.backinthyme.on.ca N 24P’ www.thechristmasvillager.com

Like us on Facebook!

14 Coldwater Rd, Coldwater, ON | 705.686.3493

, Open Year Round!
GLUCKSTEIN HOME:
Tofino Lounger

DEDON: ORBIT
Loveseat

Advertising Inquiries and Sales - Please contact Kim Smith 705.791.8990 or kim.smith@ourhomes.ca
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all-your home c":om;‘,é

For over 38 years, Napoleon has been providing Simcoe County with home comfort solutions: Fireplaces, Grills, Furnaces,
Air Conditioning and Outdoor Furniture. Our factory trained staff and certified installers, combined with our free in-home
consultations and a “won'’t be undersold” policy, come together to make your Napoleon experience, comfortable and easy.

24 Napoleon Road, Hwy 11 & 93 Barrie

napoleonhomecomfort.com

Mon - Fri 8:30am — 8pm, Sat 9am - 6pm & Sun 11am - 5pm

NAPOLEON

TOP 10 REASONS

Why Napoleon Home Comfort?

. Best Customer Service, no questions asked.

. Factory trained, bonded & insured Sales,
Service & Installation teams.

. The best selection of quality products to fit any
application or design, indoor and outdoor.

. Install & Service all makes and models.
. 24 hour emergency service.
. WETT certified installations.
. Parts department that is open 7 days a week.
. Ductwork and Custom Home specialists.
. Competitive pricing.
10.Free in home estimates.

T TR . gt

T T
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S
i 11
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Come see our full line of Grills
and HVAC products including the
Prestige’' PRO665RSIB and the
13 SEER Air Conditioning Unit

NAPOLEON home 7/ comfort

“Experience The Difference Experience Makes”



=* Changing cities was a part
ot life for the Féots, until

eight yearsago, when -
they moved into their

_custom home by Gilkon
Construction. Georgian Bay
living is easy with access
to the outdoor space from

».-both the main or lower

:level. OPPOSITE, TOP:

“ “The sunroom at the front of

* the home offers panoramic
# Views and a quiet place to
“i.-start the day. BOTTOM:
A well-worn curved
boardwalk leads down
to the water where the
;summer fdrinever ends!

STORY ANDREW PHILIPS
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

After nearly four decades of riding the
rails, Kathy and Neal Foot are happy to
settle down.

Along-time Canadian Pacific Railway executive, Neal and
his wife of 46 years have lived across Canada and also enjoyed a
sojourn stateside.

“We've been here for eight years and that’s the longest w
ever been in one place,” Kathy explains during a tour of their lovely,
two-storey home overlooking the shores of Georgian Bay. “We’ve
lived in London, where we met while going to school along with
Schreiber, North Bay, Calgary, Revelstoke, Sudbury, Revelstoke again,
Burlington, Minneapolis, Saint-Lazare and Calgary again.” But what
made a couple who have seen so much of North America decide to
settle near Balm Beach in Tiny Township, about 10 minutes down the
road from Midland?

“In Saint-Lazare, we had friends who talked about this area,” Kathy
explains. “We went to visit (them) one winter and ended up buying a
cottage here while still living in Calgary. We liked the idea of being on
the beach and being able to walk it.”  continued on page 4
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While that original cottage is long gone to
make room for the Foots’ spacious and fully-
accessible home, their love for the area they
discovered by happenstance has only grown.

Both have become active in the community,
Kathy following her creative passion to
Quest Art School and Gallery, with Neal
relishing his role as chairman of the Georgian
Bay General Hospital Board, which actually
began after a visit to the Midland hospital’s
emergency room.

“You get what you give,” Kathy says
regarding the couple’s desire to become
active community citizens. “When you live
in a bigger centre, you don't get to know
people as well.”

Neal says he likes the community feel
one finds in a smaller place. “Yowve got to
get immersed in the community,” says Neal,
who is also involved with the local Shrine
Club. “You also get to know more people.

We hope the friends we’re making here are
long-term friends.”

The Foots, who have four grandchildren,
give plenty of credit for creating their dream
home to Toronto-based architect Brian Lee
of The Ideal Environment, who managed to
design everything they wanted on a relatively
narrow piece of property.

“He had to fit everything into that
footprint,” explains Neal. We wanted it to fit
in with the landscape.”

Both Neal and Kathy also can't say enough
about local firm Gilkon Construction Ltd.
Gilkon brought Lee’s drawings to fruition
while incorporating many of their own
personalized design touches to ensure the
home has a number of unique characteristics.

“We're very different people so we each
had to have our own space,” Kathy says, noting
that while Neal can be described as more
“straight lines” she is more “abstract.”

Adds Neal: “We really relied on Gilkon. We
only visited the building site a few times.”

Antero Kontkanen, who ran Gilkon at
the time before passing the reins on to current
owner Chris Bondar, says the narrow
50-foot-wide lot did present a few issues
when beginning construction.

“There were some pretty good challenges,”
Antero says, noting the Foots were a pleasure
to work with during all aspects of the project.

“For the size of the home, it’s a narrow
lot. And it was tough working in that area,
especially when it’s so sandy.”  Continued on page 51
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ABOVE: The open-
concept living area
includes plenty of
room for fine dining
off the kitchen.
LEFT: Kathy Foot
stands between two
talented gentlemen,
Gilkon Construction’s
current owner Chris
Bondar (left) and
Antero Kontkanen,
the previous owner
who passed on the
reins. OPPOSITE:
The two-storey
ceiling in the great
room is clad in
painted wood panels.
Majestic beams
appear to float
between the upper
walls. The windows
up high fill the house
with light.
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The yellow kitchen has curves,
a just-the-right-size oblong
centre island and chef-quality
Viking Appliances. There's

no shortage of granite-
topped counters for prep

and stained-glass inserts

by Linda Bennett add an
artistic flair to this upcountry
kitchen. OPPOSITE
BOTTOM: Art fills the walls

in this home — a testament

to Kathy's artistic roots and
the couple’s appreciation of

~ creative talent.

But with those early challenges successfully addressed, Kontkanen,
Bondar and the rest of the Gilkon team never looked back.

Starting from the first floor, one can tell the home has managed to
retain a warm cottage feel with plenty of large picture windows that
provide stunning views of the bay and the mature trees that were left
standing during the building process.

An open-concept living room/dining/kitchen area ensures no one is
ever left out of the conversation because, as Kathy notes, “I dor't mind
working in the kitchen, but I wanted to be part of everything and still
see the water.”

Throughout the main floor, one finds many special touches from
enjoying the glow provided by one of the home’s two Town & Country
fireplaces to selecting a book to read from the adjoining custom
bookeases built by Tiny’s Matthew Whetstone.

Gilkon also used reclaimed hemlock flooring to give the first level a
warm touch along with custom interior beams that provide an airy feel
while also allowing extra natural light.

Painted in an inviting Dijon yellow; the spacious kitchen offers
plenty of workspace with would-be chefs able to enjoy the high-end
appliances purchased from Midland’s Barber & Haskill.

A really neat room located just off the foyer manages to provide the
cosiness of an old-style front porch while offering modern functionality.
Its windows can be lowered into a crawl space to provide a screened-in
look, a Gilkon signature.

There’s also a large mudroom and powder room as well as a master
bedroom complete with a large en suite and wonderful views of the bay.

Continued on page 52
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Throughout the home, one finds
inviting decorative touches thanks to the
inspiration provided by companies like
Midland’s Cabin Boy and Jann’s Custom
Window Fashions in Penetanguishene,
which provided colour and décor consulting
and draperies and window fashion
help, respectively.

The upper level has several guest
bedrooms, a three-piece bathroom, a cosy
sitting area and what could arguably be
considered the home’s piece de résistance... at
least for those with an artistic bent.

Kathy’s made-to-order art room features
cork flooring, more large windows to provide
lots of natural light, loads of workspace and
enough art supplies in a variety of mediums to
make any would-be Alex Colville or Jean Paul
Lemieux envious.

“Ialways kind of dabbled in art,” Kathy
says. “I used to ski, golf and curl, but when my
knees got bad, I really started to paint. I like
to paint at night and can play my music as
loud as I want.”

That love has also led to both Neal and
Kathy becoming involved in the local art scene

and a chance to meet a number of other artists.

“I still take courses and with lots of artists
in the community, I can pick up on their
energy,” she adds.  Continued on page 54
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© A beautiful guest room

upstairs awaits a visit

from the grandchildren.
BELOW: Kathy's art

studio upstairsisa
special place. Th =%
views of Georgian Bay
inspire her creativity.
Kathy says she's always
working on “about four
things at once.” ;
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An elevator helps Kathy get from one floor to another when she has

aknee flare-up. “I also can use it when I'm carrying things up to my
studio,” she says.

Taking the elevator down two flights brings one to the basement,
which features Neal's office, or as Kathy refers to it, his “playroom.” It’s
stocked with plenty of memorabilia from Neal’s days with Canadian
Pacific, including a working train bell he received upon retirement, and
custom cabinets designed by Midland’s Georgian Kitchen Centre.

There’s also a wonderful family-room for watching TV, reading
or playing games. Another enclosed space houses the home’s
essential HVAC and water filtration systems installed by Midland’s
Tom Downer Ltd.

The bay also plays an important role in the basement’s evolution
with an entertaining kitchen for those needing a refreshment, a
mudroom with plenty of beach towels, another guest room, a beach-
inspired bathroom and resilient tile throughout to handle both
water and sand.

A large walkout gives guests the chance to enjoy the effective
landscaping by Kelly’s Northern Landscapes Inc. of Victoria
Harbour. Neal added his touch with Kathy as foreman and built a
curved boardwalk leading to the beach.

The Foots were so happy with the end product that they hosted a
barbecue party catered by nearby ELM Catering for all the tradesmen
and their wives.

“We carr't say enough about Gilkon,” Neal says. “We can't say enough
about the house. It's weathered very well.”

And after so many years of staying in one place for only a short
period of time, the artist in Kathy says it’s refreshing to not have to
worry about eventually being able to sell a home quickly by only
painting rooms in neutral shades.

“We don't have to paint everything beige,” she jokes. “We can put
our own stamp onit.” oH

705.526.3364 | gilkon@bellnet.ca
www.gilkonconstruction.com

TOP LEFT: The river-rock fireplace surround on the lower
level captures the home's style and location. LEFT: When
the Foots are entertaining in the summer, the lower level
kitchen comes in handy. It's a short walk to the lakeside
entertaining area. ABOVE: Neal’s office is full of memories
from his career with the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Y Ypd4
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HE RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD

STORY MELANIE REKOLA

| am an avid and all-inclusive bird-lover, and as promised in a
previous fowl-related story, it's now time | tell the tale of the
glorious pint-sized jewels of the summer sky — the hummingbird.
Why not join in all the fun and ready your garden for the

These beloved little creatures are an
amazing feat of nature. The tiny seven-to-
nine centimeter birds have a heart rate that
reaches 1,260 beats per minute and can hover
in mid-air as their wings furiously beat 50
times per second! To keep up with this pace,
they need to consume their weight in nectar
each day and are continually just hours away
from starvation at any given time. Although
hummingbirds are well known to feed on
nectar, they also eat many small insects. This
fact makes garden chemical and pesticide use
strictly prohibited for a safe hummingbird
environment as these can kill both adults
and young alike.
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hummingbirds this year?

Putting up a feeder is a surefire way to
entice hummingbirds to your garden, and the
best feeders are made from glass or acrylic.

It is essential to clean your feeders twice per
week to avoid nectar spoilage and accidental
fowl fatality. Place the feeder away from
windows, ideally near tall plant cover such
as a tree or hedge. Home-made food mix is

a one-quarter sugar-to-water ratio, and it’s
best to avoid colouring the fluid for the bird’s
optimal health. Hummingbirds also love
spraying water. Unlike most backyard bird
bathers, these birds enjoy flying in and out of a
spray of water.

Itis in the hummer’s nature to forage

constantly, and they only use a feeder for about
20 per cent of their daily nectar consumption.
By providing spraying water, trees, a feeder
plus their favoured flower-nectar sources in a
succession of bloom you will deliver a utopia
they may even nest in! But don't be surprised
if you dor't spot the nesting site. The tiny
little cup-shaped nests made with spider silk,
thistledown and animal hair often include
lichens, which almost completely disguise
them. If you happen to see a minute emerald/
red bird flying fast in a U-shaped flight
pattern, you are witnessing a male’s mating
dance. After copulation, the petite pair does
not raise their young as a couple. The male

Continued on page 58
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leaves the female to raise their young unaided.
Contrary to popular belief, Humminghirds
do not feed only on red flowers or feeders.
They will feed from any that is rich in nectar,
but do have a preference for vivid colours.
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds migrate
north much earlier and stay far later than one
might assume. Ensure your feeders are full
and available mid-April until late fall. It is the
strongest males that return first to establish
the premium territories, which usually include
the all-important feeder. They are also the first
to leave, often early August, followed by the
females. The new fledglings are last to leave
and left behind to accumulate fat stores for
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their solitary migration south. Hummingbirds
will not stay past their usual fall migration
time when feeders are left out.

Our miniature feathered friends feed
most actively in the morning and evening,
making these the optimal times for viewing.
At my home, the acrobatic performances of
our resident hummingbirds are the after-
dinner entertainment as we sit in the garden
surrounded by a multitude of miniature
speed-demons whizzing by our heads! The
impatient and frustrated little birds are
extremely territorial, and I've witnessed
many a squabble between rival males. They’ll
even try to chase away other bird species,

MELANIE’S TOP
HUMMINGBIRD
PLANT PICKS

v Scarlet Runner Bean
v Trumpet Vine

v/ Hosta

v Delphinium

v/ Buddleia

v Crocosmia

v Red Columbine
v/ Beebalm

v Cardinal Flower
v/ Foxglove

v/ Red Coral Bells
v/ Canna

v/ Weigela

v Honeysuckle

v Fuchsia

bees and butterflies to defend their terrain.
If you ever observe several birds at the feeder
together without aggression, they are likely
related family. Unfortunately, their small
stature leaves them prey to a host of common
backyard life such as the (gulp) praying
mantis and blue jay.

We'd love to hear your garden stories as
well! Join the discussion online at ourhomes.ca
and find me under the subheading OUTDOOR.
In the meantime, I encourage you to live, love
and landscape. on

Melanie is a certified horticulturalist and
landscape designer:

7060 County Rd 21, Alliston ON

il

‘..

%

We buy your old windows ...

AND INSTALL NEW
ENERGY EFFICIENT WINDOWS!

Call now to sohedule
/&ee u-home. consuledlion!

[aygya : ‘
| F]S‘LO\/e :
atine

www.barriewindows.com

| 800.654.6572

www.EgosGarde

entre.com




design ideas

From CONCEPT to LAND ESCAPE

Y BRANDON BARRE
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soak up all the sunshine you can. But don't totally leave your : _ y

interior in the dark! This is the year to go for gold in your N\ / } email: info@neamorthlandscaping.com  www.nearnorthlandscaping.com
kitchen, and bring a sense of timeless radiance to the room o \ NG \ /) Lo

that you can bask in all year round — UV free. Take some = L\_ { F_}”"

inspiration from my own kitchen redesign, and mix a new W el & © o
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metal into your space for first-place results. Here's how: - $ &\ |
& the Affordable
Mix and Don’t Match 4 Dl‘eﬂm./

One reason people may be scared to

PHOTO BY BRANDON BARRE

Bold and Brassy

While warm metals, in general, are
seeing a huge resurgence, one humble material go golden in the kitchen is the cost of a total
in particular is worthy of its newfound time overhaul. Fear not: even warm metallics

in the spotlight: brass. To add a sunny metallic (especially balanced brass) are still very

tone that doesnt feel too opulent, brass is the
perfect understated option.

| first opted to add
brilliant brass handles to my cabinetry.
Switching out cabinet hardware is an easy
way to update a look, and moving from
silvery steel to a warm metal creates a
noticeable change instantly. Plus, research
has found that copper (a fundamental
element of brass) has antimicrobial
qualities, for a healthier kitchen along with
a beautiful design.
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neutral, so there’s no pressure to go all-in, even
with stainless-steel appliances on display. The
hot and cool essences will complement and
energize each other, so feel free to mix in a lot

strong feeling of gold to a space even HOME IMPROVEM ENTSH';':"'

without a hardware change. Look for
textural golden accents like the Talis
Hammered platter in my Yanic Simard
Selected collection, and repeat the
material in another zone (in a picture
frame, candleholder or cocktail
shaker) to make it feel integrated
throughout the room.  Continucd on page 62

or just a little.
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A Big Splash

The future looks bright. A golden faucet
makes a big statement, but with long-term
potential. Brass has spent a few decades with
a bad reputation, but this warm metal has
enjoyed centuries of appreciation, so you don't
have to worry about an investment in gold
growing old any time soon.

| upgraded to an
Aquabrass Quinoa faucet with a sleek
joystick control. While clean-lined
faucets are still not widely available in
golden finishes, many companies like
Aquabrass do offer special finish options
as a custom order. Alternately, try mixing
the ornate details of a traditional faucet
with contemporary cabinets and a sleek
stone counter to create an elegant
transitional style.
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Golden Glow

Lights are a natural place to go gold,
as it suits and enhances the radiance they
provide, plus it always helps to add a new layer
of lighting in any space, especially in a kitchen
where balanced lighting is key to ease of work.

to bring
a touch of gold to the walls, and pendant
lights to bring some further golden
sparkle to your eyeline. Keep it current
and understated by choosing styles with
metallic bases and glass shades (like the
Lander Sconce from Crate and Barrel), for
a light and airy jewelry-like effect.
(PHOTO COURTESY OF CRATE AND BARREL)

Tying the Knot

Wrapping up a shiny new golden look
takes just a few finishing touches. Yellow
accents will pick up the natural sunny
undertones, so add a handful of blossoms,
or display a lemon-hued cookbook (or some
actual lemons).

will make gold pop,
so toss in a few pieces of blue-hued
dishware, or choose a navy cabinet
treatment (like my Benjamin Moore's
2062-20 Gentleman'’s Grey finish). |
contrasted my cabinet handles with
cut crystal knobs (which you can also
match from my Yanic Simard Selected
collection at YSSelected.com), for the
perfect mix! on

Get more design ideas at ourhomes.ca/mag/design

|| saturday afternoons
home store
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www.saturdayaftfemoons.ca
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cooking at home

Y PAT CROCKER

¥

—

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/mag/cook ‘

This summer bean medley is just the kind of light summer meal we crave
when the oven is the last thing we want to use. It relies on fresh fava
beans (canned are ok, but if you can find fresh beans, they add so much
extra flavour) and fresh green or yellow wax summer beans. Add a slice of
crusty country bread and a wedge of cheddar cheese for a complete meal.

Continued on page 66
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cooking at home

2 tbsp (30 mL) extra virgin olive oil

1 onion, chopped

2 cloves garlic

3 fresh sprigs rosemary

6 cups (1.5 L) chicken or vegetable broth

2 cups (500 mL) cooked, peeled fava
beans (see how-to below)

1 cup (250 mL) 1-inch (2.5 cm) cut fresh
green or yellow wax beans

1 cup (250 mL) coarsely chopped carrots

1 cup (250 mL) chopped fresh sorrel
or spinach

* Inasoup pot or large saucepan, heat oil
over medium-high heat. Sauté onion for
4 to 5 minutes or until soft and fragrant.

* Meanwhile, strip rosemary leaves from
stems and chop together with garlic. Add
to onions and cook, stirring constantly for
1 minute. Add broth, fava beans, green
beans, carrots and sorrel. Cook for 15 to
20 minutes or until vegetables are tender.

* Fresh fava beans (Vicia faba), also
known as broad beans, are native to
north Africa and are used extensively in
Mediterranean dishes. They are grown
in North America and are available at
farmers’ markets early in the summer.
Their texture is creamy, the flavour is
buttery and somewhat nutty and worth
the effort to cook them. In this recipe,
you can use other fresh beans such
as lima beans or edamame (fresh soy
beans) in place of the fava beans. We
left the beans whole but you can mash
them with garlic and oil for an incredible
purée to use as a dip for crudités or to
act as a base for baked fish or roasted
vegetables.

* To cook fava beans, remove the beans
from the pod by squeezing the pod along
the lengthwise seams so that it splits
open to make it easy to scoop out the
beans. Discard the pods.

e Simmer the shelled beans in boiling
salted water for 6 minutes or until tender.
Let cool and remove the tough outer skin
by squeezing the bean out through the
bottom end. Discard the tough skins. oH
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lindsay schultz
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people

PHOTOGRAPHY BONNIE FOX

The entrepreneurial spirit is alive and well in this
great region. OUR HOMES salutes these successful,
enterprising individuals who have great products
and information to share.
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GINA VASEY

Proprietor, Dwellings
Rustic and Refined Living,
Craighurst

Tell us about your beautiful store:
Dwellings is located in the quaint
village of Craighurst in one of the
community’s historic buildings.
Renovations to restore the building
began in January 2014 and were
completed by opening day in November
of the same year. Our focus is on
“living well” and we carry items from
around the globe that will help create a
comfortable and pleasing atmosphere
in homes. From sofas and chairs to
cabinets, bedroom furniture, lighting,
linens and tableware... everyone is sure
to find a unique item to complement
their home.

What products are hot for summer?
We are certainly ready for life outdoors.
Entertaining outside is one of life’s
simple pleasures and tableware for

the outdoors is a must. Unique linens,
including runners and napkins to
French-style glassware will grace

the table this summer. Creating a
comfortable environment where family
and friends want to linger for hours is
also important. Focus on comfortable
chairs and lots of pillows to add both

colour and style.

Describe your personal decorating
style: T have long been drawn toa
blend of refined, weathered and relaxed
looks. I like a serene environment

that employs soft neutrals with lots

of natural textures. I enjoy mixing

both rustic and refined pieces with a
mix of vintage and French flair. T also
like to add in a pop of colour to keep
things fresh.  continucd on page 70

TRIM DOORS STAIRS RAILINGS

BT

BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.  Monday to Friday 7am-5pm

TRIM DOORS STAIRS RAILINGS

Follow Us @BarrieTrim (’ 0

52 Saunders Road, Barrie | 705-739-2200 | 1-800-265-3465 | www.barrietrim.com

TERRI'CLLARK

| (Jnteriors

.1.

tmanagement
* Window treatmentsi

il
‘V‘Upholstery

s Hurniture
mstom trim
W, -.ll paper

sWA ccesSories

www.terriclarkinteriors.com
e: terriclarkinteriors.com | p: 705.722.7664

ey ' :
OME SOLUTIA! S

o
houzz




people

JOHN DECARLI

DeCarli Contractors,
Midland

What kind of custom homes do
you build and where do you
build them? Our goal is to ensure
that the home or cottage we build
for you is exactly as you envisioned
while being completed on time and
on budget. I demand perfection
from myself and the people who
work with me - from suppliers

to tradespeople. Whether you

are looking for a small renovation
locally or a luxurious new home
on Georgian Bay, I treat all of my
clients with the same respect and
attention to detail.

Your contract and quote system
sets you apart. Tell us why: [ can
ensure my clients that we will be
completed on time and on budget
because of the in-depth and exact
quoting system that [ use. Every
detail of my client’s project is
costed and quoted to be accurate. I
spend much more time than other
builders on the upfront details

to ensure my client’s complete
satisfaction with no surprises.

How do you spend your free
time in the summer? My family
and I love to spend as much time as
possible on Georgian Bay enjoying
the beautiful location that we live
in. You will often find us on the
water, up the shore, or on our sun
deck enjoying a family barbecue.
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IAN WOODS

Sales Representative
Your Choice Realty Corp.,
Barrie

You specialize in waterfront
properties. Why are you an
expert in this area? Last year
helped eight families buy or sell
various waterfront properties in
southern Ontario, six of which
were on Lake Simcoe. Over the

10 years that I've been selling real
estate, I have bought or sold many
more waterfronts for my clients. I
am also aware of the restrictions
and requirements for waterfront
properties in the area.

Why is living on the water

a great lifestyle and a great
investment? Waterfront living
opens up a completely new world.
Waterfronts appeal to those who
have or want an active lifestyle.

Big bodies of water have a calming
restorative influence. As they

say, they arer't making any more
waterfront properties. In most
cases, it’s one of the best real estate
investments you can make, either as
a cottage or a full-time home.

What is your dream waterfront
property? My dream waterfront
property is a log cabin or cottage

in Algonquin Park, off the beaten
track. It's a romantic notion that my
fiancée and I have had ever since we
did a one-week canoe trip through
the park in 2004. You know, all the
images of Tom Thomson and the
Group of Seven? One of these days
we hope to find it.  Continued on page 72
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JULIE BOVILLE

President
Horseshoe Ridge Homes

Tell us about Phase 2 of The Towns At
Landscape Ridge: The first phase of Towns
was a dream. We wanted to expand the dream
of low maintenance, seasonal-use homes to
more members of the community. People are
drawn to the area for skiing in the winter and
golfing in the spring and summer. A turn-key,
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low maintenance townhome is the spark for

buying a vacation property or downsizing to a
more manageable property.

What makes this area such a wonderful
place to live? Horseshoe Ridge is a hidden
gem within reach of Toronto and the amenities
of Barrie and Orillia. Craighurst can support
all of your immediate needs with a Foodland,
LCBO, gas station, breakfast diner, mechanic,
hair stylist, home décor and even a chocolatier.
It also has an OPP station, fire hall and

ambulance hall as well as a walk-in medical
clinic. The exterior activities are the real lure,
with hiking, biking and skiing trails, golf and

resort-life activities as well.

What is your favourite summer activity?
Golfis a key pastime for our community. There
are three reputable courses within a couple of
kilometres of each other. If you are looking to
play a round, one of the courses will always be
able to accommodate you.

VALERIE MILLS

Owner
Inspired By ART Gallery, Barrie

Tell us about your gallery: Inspired by Art
Gallery is a gallery showcasing over 80 framed
originals, fine art reproductions and canvas
photography by primarily Canadian artists for
the public’s enjoyment and inspiration. The
on-site sculptor offers more than 30 majestic
carvings in both soapstone and alabaster. Art
enthusiasts are invited to register with my

gallery for notifications of the twice yearly
Meet The Artists art shows.

Tell us about your framing services: [ am

a professional picture framer who has been
serving loyal and satisfied customers for

30 years. I assist my customers in choosing
the right colours and textures that not only
enhance their artwork, but also complement
their room, lifestyle and budget. Every valued
work of art, treasured photograph, certificate,
delicate needlework and unusual object is
preserved with conservation framing on site.

What are your favourite gifts to give? Our
most popular gift is Lampe Berger, a product
that improves the quality of indoor air by
eliminating bacteria and odour. I love our
modestly priced, one-of-a-kind silver jewelry
with rare stones and crystals, and elegant
scarves. Recently, I launched Celestial Glass
Paperweights that are not only beautiful but
useful as glowing night lights. o

Please visit our directory page for all
contact information.
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cooking at home
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Power of
Professional
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Landscape Borders

“Transform Your Landscape”
Now offering Property Maintenance

Reader. Leave your barbecue lid open and 2. Dry aging: "The older a steak is, the i
resist the temptation to poke your steaks. more tender it will be.” Many butchers
dry age beef themselves.

how 1o GRILL the

PERFECT
STEAK

STORY ADRIENNE BROWN

Never overfill your grill. Leave at least an 3
inch-and-a-half clearance around each
piece of meat.

. Fat: "To put it simply, fat equals flavour.
Internal fat or marbling is what gives
a steak its succulence and juiciness.”
External fat will also add flavour, but can
be cut off after cooking.

" o

Cook your steaks to your preferred doneness
(see our chart), and then let them rest for 10
minutes before serving, says Chef Hussey.
This prevents bleeding onto your plate.

4. Find a good butcher: Nobody else will
be able to answer your questions better,
nor cater to all your steak needs. Learn

Almost anyone can toss a burger on the
barbecue and be happy with how it’s cooked.
A steak? Not so simple. But with a little prep
and some know-how, it can be just as easy
to cook a succulent, juicy steak on the grill
as anything else.

Jamie Hussey, Executive Chef at Glen
Abbey Golf Club in Oakville, Ontario,
recommends strip loin or sirloin steaks for the
grill. “They have a better flavour, and they are
robust,” he says.

Ted Reader, the author of Gastro Grilling,
agrees but adds that he loves rib steak too.
“Ilike my steaks to be cut about one-and-
a-half to two-inches thick and weigh about
12 to 16 ounces each, depending on the cut.

A thicker steak will cook more evenly and
give you a little wiggle room in case you get
distracted,” he says.

?m‘mm oy sfcaa#g

According to Reader, good quality steaks do
not need to be marinated or tenderized —
only if you want to add a certain flavour.

On the other hand, if you're using a tougher
cut, marinate it for at least a day before
grilling. Hussey recommends a base of red
wine, garlic and herbs — and always a ratio of
two-to-one for oil and vinegar.

Salt your steaks just before grilling. This will
give them a nice crust. This is the time to
season with herbs and garlic if you like, too.
Chef Hussey says chimichurri is his favourite
steak finisher of all time.

Bring your steaks to room temperature
before placing them on your barbecue.

Pﬁ’t the griw

Cook your steaks for a short time at a
high temperature. “Six hundred degrees
Fahrenheit or higher if you can,” says
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Never cut your meat to check whether it's
cooked to your liking. “Cutting the steak
lets all the natural juices escape, leaving
you with a dry and tasteless piece of meat,”
says Reader.

DOV\I't‘FVi\O ot

Only turn and flip your steaks as
necessary. Reader suggests this
flip-and-rotate approach:

e Place steaks on a hot grill on a 45-degree
angle at 11 o’clock.

e Grill for two-to-five minutes to sear,
depending on the thickness and
doneness you want.

e Turn 45 degrees to 2 o'clock, cook for
another two-to-five minutes.

¢ Flip steaks and baste the grilled surface
with your favourite baste. Continue
to grill for two-to-five minutes on a
45-degree angle.

e Turn 45 degrees and cook for another
two-to-five minutes.

* Flip and baste again.

“Now you have that fancy steakhouse
diamond pattern!”

Two final pieces of advice from Chef Hussey:
“It's always better to undercook a steak than
to overcook a steak. And have fun! Buy the
best local products you can, have a couple
of beers and enjoy it!”

Pick the perfectsteak

Ted Reader’s four rules for picking
the best beef:

1. Buy the best quality steak you can
afford: “Not all good top cuts (rib eye
or strip loin) are always tender. There are
many grades of meat.” Grade A is the
worst quality and AAA is the best.

what you like and want and ask for it.

Ho 0@7 Vi‘% Y
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A meat thermometer is the
best way to test doneness.
Here's Ted Reader’s guide
to the steak rainbow:

Blue Rare: A blue rare steak is
quickly charred on the outside
and barely cooked on the inside.
For best results, bring the steak
to room temperature before
cooking. (130°F)

Rare: A rare steak has a cool red
centre. (130-140°F)

Medium-Rare: A medium-
rare steak has a warm red
centre. (140-145°F)

Medium: A medium steak has
a pink centre, and the juices are
clear. (145-150°F)

Medium-Well: A medium-well
steak has a hot pink centre, and
the juices are clear. (150-160°F)

Well-Done: A well-done steak
is grey throughout without any
trace of pink and the juices are
clear. (160-170°F)

Super Well Done: This steak
is weighted with a brick until
heavily charred on the outside
and without any trace of pink and
no juices inside. (170°F plus) o

Save an additional $300
when you buy 3 or more
Frigidaire Professional®
Appliances

Smudge-Proof"’
Stainless Steel

ranstorm
lgntinto
Oeauty.

¢ Residential, commercial
& estate property lawn
& garden maintenance

¢ Stamped concrete curbs

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

555 Memorial Ave. Orillia | Phone: 705.326.3505 uality Curh s oh
Mon - Fri. 8:30AM -9PM / Sat. 8:30AM - 6PM / Sun. 10am - 5PM ] ﬁ'arden Edge www.landscapeborders.ca

Rebate

when you purchase’
Silhouette” with

~ UltraGlide".

BLAIR
INTERIORS

305 King Street
Midland
705.526.0500

Custom Blinds
& Shutters

UNIQUE HOME DECOR
BEDDING & BATH
CUSTOM DRAPERY

Effective from May 1st to August 31st, 2015.

T Purchase a minimum of 4 Silhouette® with UltraGlide® and receive a $250 rebate.
Also, when you purchase any number of these additional shades, you'll receive an extra
$50 for each. Valid at participating retailers only. The rebate will be issued in the form of
a Hunter Douglas Prepaid American Express® Gift Card. THE PROMOTION CARD is a
trademark of The Hunt Group. All Rights Reserved. THE PROMOTION CARD is a Prepaid
American Express® Card issued by Amex Bank of Canada. ® Used by Amex Bank of
Canada under license from American Express.




Visit us today:

u

DUSTLESS

FLOOR REFINISHING

Gerber Hardwood Flooring

Serving Central Ontario Since 1995

Dustless Hardwood Sanding & Refinishing
Custom Colour Matching

Staircase Refinishing & Painting

Hardwood, Engineered & Laminate Installation
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q.|!!!! _ Quality Craftsmanship

At Competitive Prices

DUGT COMTAMMENT STETEMS

5.721.1

1GEMINI

TN POOLS
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POOLS - LANDSCAPING

519.217.1593  416.936.6469 705.279.SWIM

CALEDON TORONTO BARRIE-COLLINGWOOD
ORANGEVILLE MUSKOKA

geminipools.ca * geminilandscapes.ca
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Let Prycon make your dreams come true.

Custom Building & Renovations Inc.

WWW.prycon.com
36 Morrow Road, Suite 100
Barrie, ON L4N 3VS8
705.739.0023
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BRAESTONE AT HORSEHOE VALLEY -
DOWN HOME, UP COUNTRY

On 570 acres in the beautiful, bountiful Horseshoe Valley,
Georgian International presents Braestone, a unique, down
home lifestyle community with up country sensibilities.
Braestone encompasses both a distinctive selection of manor

b | homes, and innovative amenities
that bring back a fulfilling but
disappearing way of life.

Dubbed “Remarkables,” its many
life-enhancing on-site features
include a working farm, stable
- where residents can board their
own horses, skating pond, Christmas
tree farm, toboggan hill, pumpkin
patch, orchards, apiary, youngsters’
campsite, sugar shack, and even a
hilltop observatory, Starfall, among
others. A wildlife preserve will
comprise 60% of the community.

The artful architecture of the
homes of Braestone — up to 3,300 sq. ft., each located on a
minimum half-acre, 100-foot-wide lot - creates a cohesive,
welcoming environment inspired by the farmhouses, barns
and sheds that once dotted the area. Exteriors feature wide
verandas, authentic gas-fired lanterns, and available detached
coach houses, and spacious layouts are enhanced by engaging
details like reading nooks, walk-in pantries, central staircases.

The Discovery Centre sales office will become The Barn,
a rustic yet upscale social hub for the entire community. Two
beautifully decorated model homes are also on-site.

Visit Braestone.ca to learn more (Please see ad on page 3)

STAIRHAUS

Stairhaus is Barrie and surrounding area's #1stair and railing
supplier. With the ever changing and evolving construction
industry, Stairhaus is constantly pushing the boundaries with
design and ingenuity. We take great pride in the work that we

= 1° i do, and strive to ensure that every
customer is satisfied with their
Stairhaus experience. No job is
too big, or too small. From simple
carpet grade stairs to a high-end
custom mono-stringer, we are the
solution to your stair and railing
issues!

Our forte here at Stairhaus is
£ ~ stairsand railings, however we have

" pranched out into the reclaimed
wood market to diversify our business even more. We stock 1"
grey board (barn board), 2" brown board, wind braces, beams
and live edge slabs. If we do not stock it, we will source it!

The Stairhaus headquarters is located on 20 Mills Rd, Unit
L&M. We encourage everyone to stop by and browse our industry
leading showroom. We are socially active and are constantly
updating all of our social media links with pictures and literature.
www.stairhaus.com ¢ 705.733.9292 (Please sce ad on page 35)

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN

BARRIE AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

CATHERINE STAPLES INTERIORS

Catherine Staples Interiors is an award winning, full service
interior design-build firm. We offer a tailor made service that
caters to the specific needs of the project resulting in a unique
interior that exceeds the expectations of our clients.

* Interior Design

+ Space Planning

« Kitchen & Bath Design

« Lighting

+ Furnishings & Décor
www.StaplesDesigngroup.com ¢ Info@StaplesDesignGroup.com

Novuhl (Nov- Uh I) is a movement towards fashion that
is versatile, thoughtfully designed and renowned for quality
and fit.

Inside this boutique you will find
brands that are made to empower
the modern woman. Our well-
rounded collection represents
timelessness and luxury while
remaining playful and modern.

At Novuhl we believe in
curating closets with items that
last a lifetime and represent a
minimalistic sophistication, taking

you effortlessly from season to season. Whether you're
searching for a basic essential, a statement piece or need a
complete closet clean-out, our stylists are here to support,
guide and enable you to look and feel your best.
www.Novuhl.com ¢ Info@Novuhl.com (Please sec ad on page 37)

NEST PHOTOGRAPHY

So often, we find ourselves rushing through our days, making
sure that our family is cared for, and that all of our individual
talents are recognized and celebrated. Now is the time to reflect
on those wonderful moments, and capture these times in your
child’s life with a photo that
celebrates the unique qualities
that make them so very special! \

Nest Photography is a new, R\
full service, child and family 'f’:i.(\ neSt
lifestyle photography business )\\
located in Barrie, and offering
services in Newmarket, Innisfil,
Wasaga Beach, Collingwood and
Gravenhurst. Whether you are looking for individual portraits
in an outdoor setting, or that special multi-generational family
photo, all families need to be celebrated!

Every child and every family has that unique quality that
makes them one-of-a-kind. Let Nest Photography capture
these qualities with unique one-on-one service, and creative
and one-of-a-kind portraits that will last a lifetime. Whether you
are simply looking for a few individual portraits, or a gallery of
canvases for your wall, let Nest help you showcase your family,
and capture the joy and spontaneity that lives in every child!
Call Sandy Rogers at 705.716.5952
to make an appointment, or visit
nestphotography.ca to learn more (Please sce ad on page 81)

photography
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YOUR KITCHEN

Visit ourhomes.ca and Enter To

WIN A Kitchen Transformation
Kit From Rust-Oleum!

#"

June 1-30,2015 | P —
| I (' ‘ (( |

Cabinet

Tr{ll‘lﬁ-fnlm-ﬂ!imq E

Countertop
s
mp;fﬁ it

ourhomese

CELEBRATING LIEE AT HOM

! Get our full
contest and prize pack details at ourhomes.ca.

- EERUST-OLEUM’

CONSUMER BRANDS CANADA
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GLASS LIGHTING GALLERY
[End HOME FINISHINGS]

31 King St, Units 1 & 2, Barrie 705.722.7772 www.glasslightinggallery.com
New Arrivals Weekly OPEN: Mon to Fri 9-7 | Saturday 9-5 | Sunday 11-4

Prompt Quoting Services | Excellencein Service Delivery

Assistance with colorwork | Check out our Website

« Residential
« Commercial
« Institutional

705.727.4965

info@eaglepainting.ca

June Framing Sale

20% off all frames
by Larson Juhl

SoEgEEoe
|ERRRREE & M
| d=RErEEE B .

24 - 15 Cedar Pointe Dr, Barrie | 705-722-6001




directory

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to
market their products and services. We're making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/barrie

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

APPLIANCES
LEON'S Pg75

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
L+M BUILDING DESIGN Pg67

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES,
STUDIOS & WORKSHOPS
INSPIRED BY ART GALLERY Pg8I

WYLEY GRAY & CO. Pg43

AUDIO VIDEO/SMART HOME
TECHNOLOGY
FAST FORWARD AUDIO VIDEO Pg33

BBQ'S/FIREPLACES
NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Pg44c545

BIN RENTAL/WASTE MANAGEMENT
JEFF'S JUNK Pg57

BUILDERS/RENOVATIONS/

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

A.N.T. CONSTRUCTION Pg13

ALAIR HOMES Pg65

BIGEAST CONSTRUCTION Pg25

DECARLI CONTRACTORS Prgsl1

DREAMWOOD HOMES Pg63

FHM CONSTRUCTION Pg53

GILKON CONSTRUCTION LTD. Pg55

HOMES BY DAYCOR Pg39

HORSESHOE RIDGE HOMES Pg87

JVL HOME IMPROVEMENTS LTD. Pg83

LEVEL HOME IMPROVEMENTS Pg61

MERIDIAN DESIGN BUILD INC. PglI

PRYCON CUSTOM BUILDING &
RENOVATIONS Pg77

WEATHERGUARD CONSTRUCTION Pg37

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
TRANSCANADA WOOD PRODUCTS Ig8

CABINETS & WOODWORKING
FHM CONSTRUCTION Pg53

MATTHEW WHETSTONE Pg53
PERKINSFIELD KITCHEN & BATH Pg5

CLEANING
SIMCOE COUNTY CLEAN Pg83

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE & STONE
DI PIETRA DESIGN Pg2
DISCOUNT GRANITE PLUS Pg57

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/
MORTGAGE
RAYMOND JAMES P25

FLOORING/STAIRS/TRIM/
MOULDINGS

BARRIE TRIM Pg69

DESERT TILE Pgl9

GERBER HARDWOOD FLOORING Pg77
IRVINE CARPET ONE FLOOR & HOME Pg35
STAIRHAUS Pg35,78

TOTAL HARDWOOD FLOORING Pg67
TRANSCANADA WOOD PRODUCTS Pg8

FLORISTS/FLORAL DESIGN
FRESH FLOWERS BY LEANNE Pg22

FURNITURE & HOME DECOR/

GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES

BACK IN THYME Pg43

BLAIR INTERIORS & WINDOW FASHIONS
Pg75

DWELLINGS RUSTIC & REFINED LIVING
Pg23

GEORGIAN BAY LIVING FINE FURNITURE
Pgl7

INHABIT INTERIORS & DESIGN Pgl6

LA-Z-BOY Pg88

LEON'S Pg75

SATURDAY AFTERNOONS HOME STORE Pg63

SIMPLY COUNTRY Pg65

STAPLES DESIGN GROUP Pg37,78

THE CHRISTMAS VILLAGER Pg43

WYLEY GRAY & CO. Pg43

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Pg44c»45
PALM-AIR HEATING & COOLING Pg53
RELIANCE YANCH HEATING Pg19

INTERIOR DECORATING/
INTERIOR DESIGN

INHABIT INTERIORS & DESIGN Pgl6
STAPLES DESIGN GROUP Pg37,78
TERRI CLARK INTERIORS Pg69

KITCHEN AND BATH
BATHWORKS Pg4
DESIGNERS PLUS KITCHEN & BATH Pg39
GEORGIAN KITCHEN CENTRE Pg53
KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN HOUSE Pg85
KITCHEN PAINTERS Pg9
LINDSAY SCHULTZ KITCHENS

& CABINETRY Pg66
PERKINSFIELD KITCHEN & BATH Pg5

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
EGO'S GARDEN CENTRE Pg59

FOSTER LAWN & GARDEN Pg14

GEMINI POOLS Pg77

NEAR NORTH LANDSCAPING Pg6l

PT LANDSCAPING Pg57

QUALITY CURB & GARDEN EDGE Pg75

LIGHTING
GLASS LIGHTING GALLERY Pg80

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES

BRAESTONE Pg3,78

EAST ORO ESTATES - A.N.T. CONSTRUCTION
Pgl3

GRANDVIEW HOMES - MOUNTAINCROFT Pgl5

HORSESHOE RIDGE HOMES Pg87

PAINTING & DECORATING
BENJAMIN MOORE Pg76

EAGLE PAINTING Pgsl1

GET IT DONE RIGHT Pg37

IRVINE CARPET ONE FLOOR & HOME Pg35
LABAR SALES Pg6

PAVING & CONCRETE
ROAD READIE PAVING Pg67

PEST CONTROL
ENVIRONMENTAL PEST CONTROL Pg53

PET SERVICES
SUNNIDALE BOARDING KENNELS Pg65

PHOTOGRAPHY
NEST PHOTOGRAPHY Pg78,81

PLUMBING
BATHWORKS Pg4

POOLS/HOT TUBS/SAUNAS/SPAS
GEMINI POOLS Pg77

REAL ESTATE
IAN WOODS - YOUR CHOICE REALTY CORP.
Pg53

RUGS
IRVINE CARPET ONE FLOOR & HOME Pg35

SPECIAL/NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATIONS

MAY COURT CLUB - HOMES FOR THE
HOLIDAYS Pg 4

WINDOW TREATMENTS
BLAIR INTERIORS & WINDOW FASHIONS
Pg75

WINDOWS & DOORS

BARRIE TRIM Pg69

KEMPENFELT WINDOWS & DOORS Pg7
PANORAMA WINDOWS & DOORS Pg59

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business
listed under more than one heading, please email us at jamie.jefferson@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory,
call us to advertise at 705.730.3827 or 705.791.8990.
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Custom Homes & Cottages Renovations - Additions - Stairs

Nt YL

WE THRIVE IN PUTTING
QUALITY BACK INTO
CUSTOM BUILDING.

i
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705 549 0436 | 705 791 9197 | Joel Laurin jvlhomes@sympatico.ca | Find us on facebook!

Simcoe |
onorElcan

do the dirty, soYou don’t have to.

Commercial * Residential * Enviromentally Friendly
Fully insured and bonded
Call today for your free quote
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finishing touch
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gince 1986

.....

OH CANADA!

Celebrate Canada Day at home all summer long with a
shout out to our 50-year-old flag. We've gathered some
products to mark the day and acknowledge how lucky we
are to live in this great country.

iHH“-.W 5
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?art\&‘ﬁm

Cocktails, ice cream and cake...
make your celebration purely
Canadian with these home-
grown favourites.

Come and see for yourself
at our 2500sq.ft. showroom
W .
mirahs

KitchenCraft QMg
et Gabinetry
URBAN c :"{; i SILESTONE n

[T R CRAFT (AN TEY

1. PRINTABLES: Marley Design 2. POTTER'S
WORKSHOP TABLEWARE: West Elm 3. SUMMER
DRINK BOTTLE GLASS: Crate & Barrel 4. LAUNDRY
STRIPE NAPKIN: Pier1 Imports 5. CANADIAN
VANILLA, EH!: Chapman's 6. CLASSIC CAESAR:
Mott's 7. STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE: Sarah Bakes
Gluten FreeTreats  Continued on page 86

[

%aw al)ﬁ,alﬂé[& E TD Canada Trust Financing

705.722.3355 | 1-800-242-8087 | www.kitchenandbathdesignhouse.com
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finishing touch
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towns..
%ﬁbl‘%ﬂ\@? %Yl%% lVWVDW %ﬁaj@ Landscape Ridge
Canadians love their summers. Take your style Show your Canadian colours inside with a fun way Vilrant Qa» Natwre
outside but make it cool, comfortable and nostalgic. to display our flag. Red is the colour of passion and

can add a huge pop of patriotism to your home in

PHASE II

SO many ways.

| 'Iﬁg{ﬂﬁ;ﬁfﬁm 1
-

and live a vibrant lifestyle
in the Horseshoe Valley!

* 19 bungalow Towns - from 1,056 to 1,700 sqg ft .
+ Well-appointed 2 and 3 bedroom layouts Prlced

with main floor masters from
- Double garages for your outdoor gear $2 89’900!

- Freehold - no maintenance fees

Horseshoe Valley Rd.

Highland Dr.
8 =z
i o
3 5 g
= 2| W&
™ [ ] L
=
8. CANVAS CATALINA B G
COLLECTION WICKER PATIO

LOVESEAT: CanadianTire
9. THE CANADA COLLECTION
GEOGRAPHY BBQ APRON:
HBC 10. BBQ SET: Hat

Trick BBQ 11. THE CANADA
COLLECTION CANADA

DAY LED LANTERN: HBC

12. CHUNKY LUXE BEACH
TOWEL: HBC 13. MYSINGS0
BEACH CHAIR: lkea

14. KEG FRIDGE: Elmira
Stove Works 15. NET
CERAMIC STOOL: Pottery
Barn 16. DRAGGAN CART:
Ikea 17. CANADA FLAG
TOSS CUSHION: Urban
Barn 18. HV1 TAP: Vola
19. FRAMED MINI FLAG:
Restoration Hardware

Only 19 Towns Available
Register Today! www.horseshoeridgehomes.com

1-888-990-9120
Ffpreshoe Ridge WINDSTONE

-HOMES- . REAL ESTATE, BROKERAGE
Connect with us l] ,

86 | ourhomes SUMMER 2015



URBAN

Attitudes

LAg@BOY

SOPHISTICATED MODERN
ANY THING BUTORDINARY

Call us to take advantage of our award-winning
free-home design service. We'll work with you to bring your
deS|gn new room together!

LA BOY Barrie, ON. ® 705.735.3337

FURNITURE GALLERIES® I b b .
— @ azboybarrie.com



