
MMany of Dave and Kathy Wilson’s favourite 
memories are rooted in weekends spent 
at the family cottage on Little Lake. 
So, once the children moved out and 
retirement approached, it seemed like the 
only natural place to call home.

Back in 1973, Dave’s father purchased a piece of land and built the 
cottage that his family has grown to cherish over the decades as a relaxing 
summer retreat. It holds a special place for the Wilsons, their two sons 
and now their grandchildren too.

Next to the cottage sat a small vacant lot that the Wilsons decided to 
buy 25 years ago to give their growing family a little extra space that they 
would perhaps someday build on. That someday arrived just last year.

After Dave’s father passed away and their sons moved out and got 
married, Dave and Kathy found themselves in a place that didn’t quite 
feel like home anymore. The cottage itself wasn’t suited to year-round 
living but they knew Little Lake, an inlet off Georgian Bay in Lion’s Head, 
was where they wanted to spend their retired years. So they weighed 
the options of building an addition on the cottage, tearing it down and 
building new or building a home on the vacant lot next door. 

In the end, they decided on option three to get the best of both worlds. 
The old cottage remains in the family and they get to have the retirement 
home they’ve been looking forward to.

“Dad always liked the idea of his cottage ending up in his grandsons’ 
hands,” says Dave. “And we liked the idea of them having their own space 
and us having ours.”

After soliciting several recommendations from friends and 
acquaintances and meeting with builders, Dave and Kathy hired Laurens 
Wit of Laurens Wit Construction in Owen Sound for the job.

“We wanted a timber frame look, so Laurens took us to his home to 
show us what he had done there to achieve that look and we were very 
impressed,” says Dave. “We had a really good feeling about him and really 
good recommendations,” adds Kathy.

Knowing the size of the lot was limited and that their house had to sit 
a number of feet back from the lake and the access road, the couple looked 
around their big home in Guelph and took note of the space they actually 
used along with the rooms they no longer needed.
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This bright, cheery kitchen 
features custom glasswork to 

mimic the lake.
 

RIGHT: The home was designed 
carefully with a unique layout to 
comply with property guidelines.
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The results were creatively compiled into a beautiful design by 
architect Greg Williamson of Lion’s Head, who worked closely with 
Dave, Kathy and Laurens to make sure all the must-haves were covered.

On that list was a main floor master bedroom to save the couple from 
trekking up and down the stairs as they get older, as well as a dining 
room for their 1940s antique dining suite and a sewing room for Kathy 
to craft her quilts. 

“Laurens by far had the best vision of what he was going to do,” 
says Dave.

The hardwood oak f looring from South Bruce Flooring  in 
Mildmay, combined with the perfectly crafted rafters above the open-
concept living area, give the home an earthy elegance that feels natural 
to its surroundings.

A wood-burning fireplace serves as a focal point with a lovely surround 
created from Shouldice Designer Stone in Shallow Lake; the same place 
from which all the stone for both the interior and exterior of the house was 
purchased. The mantel was formed from a solid ash log that Dave had the 
excavators pull from the lake after he spent years tripping on it whenever 
he tried to put the docks out.

“Laurens saw the log sitting on the lawn one day and said ‘That’s going 
to be your mantel!’” smiles Dave. 

Another exceptional feature that brings the outdoors in can be found 
in the kitchen (Brubacher Kitchens). The custom-made, glass breakfast 
nook is one of the first things you notice when you enter the home, but 
what you might not catch is how it was designed with ripples to resemble 
the lake just steps away. 

The octagonal great room 
optimizes the view of Lion’s Head 
and this hidden lake community.
 
LEFT: The Wilsons’ new 
waterfront home is a four-season 
comfort. 
 
TOP RIGHT: When family is 
staying at the neighbouring 
cottage, dinners together are 
cherished moments. 
 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Sunlight takes 
centre stage throughout the 
home. 

Continued on page 44
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The elegant powder room features 
a complex ventilation system.
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Robert A. Brown, an artist from St. Jacobs, also created display 
cabinets for the couple that incorporate the reeds seen standing tall above 
the water from the kitchen window.

The best view in the house though, is almost certainly enjoyed from 
the sewing room on the upper level, which looks over the water and 
across to the cottages and homes of those they have befriended over the 
past 30 years.

“It’s quite pretty when all the leaves turn across the lake and you feel 
the nice crisp air,” says Kathy lovingly of the season.

A large guest room and full bathroom can also be found upstairs along 
with a tiny but spectacular loft lookout over the living space. It’s from this 
spot that the true craftsmanship of the home can be most appreciated, 
standing face to face with the rafters.

With summer behind them, Dave and Kathy get to relax a bit more, 
enjoy their new home and create even more memories in the place that 
has seen their family grow. Dad would be so proud. OH

LEFT: Builder Laurens Wit was 
able to give the Wilsons a timber 
frame look on a budget. 
 
BELOW: Kathy works on her 
latest quilt.
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