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The couple built the home in 2010 using their custom homebuilding 

business Christie Contracting Inc. While they live in the house 
with their two teenage daughters, they also use it as a showcase for 
customers to see samples of their beautiful work. The property is 
currently on the market as Robyn and Derek are readying to move on 
to their next personal building project. “It won’t be easy to leave here,” 
they admit, but part of the satisfaction of building such a beautiful 
space is the joy it brings to a buyer. “It’s as exciting for us as it is for 
the new homeowner.”

Derek started Christie Contracting in 1999 and has since overseen 
three to five new building projects a year. To offer their clients more as 
the business grew, Robyn began to consult with buyers on their paint 
colours. Soon she was consulting on all aspects of interior and home 
design. “It was an evolution that grew as the business grew,” says Derek. 
Robyn now operates Diva Décor, offering full services to Christie 
Contracting’s clients, as well as consultations for renovations, staging 
homes for resale, kitchen designs and, possibly Robyn’s favourite design 
task: hunting for the perfect accessories to accent a home. 

Robyn’s elegant and comfortable taste can be seen throughout 
their Tara residence. She’s not afraid of colour and uses lighting and 
bold accents to draw visitors’ eyes to some of the home’s highlights. 
Starting at the front exterior, Robyn has bright purple ribbons adorning 
evergreen planters. Overhead, a barrel ceiling is recessed with lights to 
give a warm glow. 

The Sauble River meanders north through 
central Bruce County, looping gently 
around the quaint village of Tara. Nestled 
in a river bend at the village’s western 
limit, Robyn and Derek Christie’s 4,000 
sq. ft. timber truss home stands on two-
and-a-half dreamy, park-like acres.
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LEFT: Built in 2010 by Christie Contracting Inc., this stunning country home 
backs onto the Sauble River and offers several opportunities for outdoor 
entertaining. TOP RIGHT: Visitors are happily greeted by bright purples 
and greens for the fall season. MIDDLE RIGHT: The Christies’ youngest 
daughter, Jordan, nailed steps into a backyard tree for a higher jump into 
the swimming hole. BOTTOM RIGHT: Robyn and Derek Christie work closely 
together to offer building and home décor services to their clients.
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Just inside the home are gorgeous chiselled limestone tiles, installed by 
Derek. The foyer soars upwards to the pine trusses (Steve McFadden of 
Timberhomes.ca) that form the home’s backbone, in an Early American 
golden stain. To the left, the dining room looks out at the wraparound 
porch and gazebo where the family often enjoys morning coffee. A tall 
dining table with bar-stool-height seating draws the eyes upward to a 
stunning, decorative tray ceiling inset with pewter-coloured stamped 
tiles. The tiles have a tin look, but are manufactured affordably in vinyl. “A 
tray ceiling is standard in all Christie homes,” says Derek, “for the dining 
room or kitchen or master bedroom, wherever the owner would like it. 
We add rope lighting in it to really bring it out.”

Beyond the dining room, a large kitchen island lets the family prepare 
delicious foods, the teens often baking cookies or experimenting with 
recipes. The cherry cabinetry was built by Christie Contracting. In a 
new endeavour to offer custom kitchens to clients, Derek works with 
his brother Rob, who has worked alongside Derek as a foreman since 
the company’s inception. “We discovered a need for custom high-quality 
kitchens, so we started to offer our own work,” says Derek. “We use 
quality hardware that will last longer and we build with all-wood 
interiors, no particle board.” 

TOP: The large entryway features 
chiselled limestone tiles and sets the 
relaxed, country feel for the rest of the 
house. ABOVE: Theo, the family pup, can 
be found wherever the action is. RIGHT: 
A soaring wall of windows in the great 
room looks out across the backyard, to 
the river and beyond.

“I love the full extension, soft closing drawers,” says Robyn. Above the 
oven is a custom-hinged lift door that cleverly organizes baking trays and 
platters and other awkward-to-store items. The backsplash is in a copper 
tone that augments the copper in the marble countertop and co-ordinates 
handsomely with the cherry-wood cabinets.

The focus of the home is the great room with three tiers of large windows 
and views of the river and backyard. An enormous antique canoe leans 
casually in the far corner. One of Robyn’s signature touches is lettering and 
decals on the walls, often in the form of inspiring phrases or quotations. “It’s 
great being able to express yourself with wall-talk because the phrases are 
so individual to everyone’s beliefs,” she says. 

Downstairs, the Christies experimented with stamped concrete acid-
etched flooring that convincingly looks like barn board and offers radiant 
in-floor heating installed by John Bridge Plumbing & Heating. “It’s 
great for parties and going in and outside to the hot tub without having 
to worry about the floors,” says Derek. Large french doors lead to a lower-
level patio with more concrete, this time stamped to look like flagstone 
with a compass motif debossed. The patio area is set up with comfortable 
outdoor furniture, a fireplace and a bar area, making it an ideal space to 
entertain friends and family in.

TOP: A unique bar, framed by stone and timber pillars, separates the 
kitchen from the great room without interrupting the open flow of the main 
level. Cherry cabinetry paired with a copper-coloured backsplash give the 
kitchen a warm, rich look. RIGHT: Robyn is ready to host an elegant dinner 
party in the dining room, which features a stunning faux-tin tray ceiling.

Continued on page 24

22  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2 o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 2  23

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r



Upstairs,  in the wing above the kitchen, the girls have two large bedrooms 
and share a spacious bathroom with unique, individual vanities. Interior doors 
throughout the house are shaker style with two large flat panels. Smith & 
Hladil Home Hardware Building Centre in Owen Sound is where they 
sourced much of their building materials – drywall, trim and paint. Drywall 
was installed by Coblentz & Brown Drywall of Sauble Beach.

Robyn and Derek retreat to their large master suite across the upper 
hallway catwalk in the wing above the three-car garage. They enjoy an 
open-concept bathroom with double bureau-style vanities, a sunken 
tub lit by chandelier, and a glassed-in shower. Derek has installed black 
pebble as the shower pan, lending a zen-like feel to the space. 

The master bedroom has its own vaulted ceiling, lined with pine to 
match the timber throughout the house. The suite also features a reading 
nook, large walk-in closet, a full gym room and a private balcony that 
overlooks the serene outdoor space where landscaped flowerbeds were 
planned with the help of Arran Val Nursery. 

The girls’ rooms are colourful and personal.  
“We always let them decorate their own rooms,” 

says Robyn. While having distinctive colour 
tastes, each of the girls in their own way have 
taken design cues from their mother and used 

lettering or words as some of their wall art. 
LEFT: Each of the girls has their own antique 

vanity in their shared, upstairs bathroom.

With its eight-foot stretch, the shower 
in the master en suite has no need for 
a door as water doesn’t splash out. 

Continued on page 26

The master suite has its own 
vaulted, pine ceiling. “We’ve taken 
a California knockdown ceiling 
texture and put it on the walls,” 
says Derek. “It’s an alternative to 
wallpaper and easy to touch up.” 

C A N A D I A N  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

Di Pietra Design has over 25 years of experience in the stone industry. You can hand select your slabs  
at our warehouse and we will create your dream kitchen, bathroom and spas for you.

Morethan just granite countertops

We make your dreams a reality

672 Welham Rd, Barrie, ON   
1.855.727.0096   
www.dipietradesign.com

     Dream kitchens and spa like bathrooms

      Built to suit your taste and budget

      Building or renovating? Our team of  design experts 
    are here to make it easy

Today’s trend is bringing your 
kitchen outdoors, Soapstone  
is a fantastic material for your  
outdoor kitchen.
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The exterior is clad in a new stone. McCutcheon’s Masonry of Owen 
Sound installed the stone and added some red brick for accents. Local to 
Tara, Hillis Contracting topped the home off with 40-year RoofShake 
shingles. 

The rest of the property features a rolling grassy yard with maples 
peppered along the riverfront, a trampoline, a sand volleyball court, 
hammocks, a firepit and a dirt track for bikes and ATVs that winds 
throughout it all. Their youngest daughter nailed a few planks up the 
side of a tree leaning over the water to create a jump-off spot for their 
swimming hole.

It’s a home the entire Christie family enjoys. “It’s very calming to be near 
the water here,” says Robyn. Yet they’re feeling an itch to build anew once 
more, and with imaginations like theirs, the possibilities are endless.  OH

Patios, decks and porches have been built at different 
heights around the home for both visual appeal and 
functional use. Whether entertaining friends, enjoying an 
outdoor meal or cosying up with a book and coffee, an ideal 
space exists outside, and each boasts a lovely country view. 

The quality you want... more affordable than you think.

492 10th St. Hanover | 1-888-385-6660
hanovercabinets.com

Hanover
Kitchen & bath Gallery
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