
LLedge-nd-airy, a stone and 
timber cottage nestled among 
the trees on Miller Lake, is a 
world unto itself; a place where 
days are spent lounging in a 
hammock, cuddling by the fire, 
diving off the dock, sailing on 
the lake or racing down seven-
foot snow drifts.

This is the Faiczak family cottage, a rustic dwelling 
boasting rich natural features and quiet Canadian 
history in the heart of the Bruce Peninsula. Built in 
the 1970s by Ivan Stefanovich, over a period of three 
years, the cottage has a legendary reputation among its 
neighbours on Miller Lake.

“Everybody knew about our cottage,” explains 
Christina Faiczak, “We’d say, ‘Oh it’s a little different, it has 
this rock ledge running through it,’ and they all knew.” 

The family of five (Christina, Ken, Jordyn, Taylor and 
Connor) from Waterloo used to spend their summers 
camping, until they expanded to a family of six with the 
addition of Lexi – a Nova Scotia duck tolling retriever. 
“We only went camping once after we got her, which 
was enough,” she says. “That’s when we decided to 
buy a cottage.” A cottage allowed them to expand their 
family vacation experience into four-season adventures 
with their three small children. That was in 2005. Their 
children have since grown up. 
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RIGHT: Taylor, Jordyn and their 
mom Christina spend some time on 
the deck with their dog Lexi. 
FAR RIGHT: The Faiczaks call their 
cottage Ledge-nd-airy; the sign was 
designed by Christina’s dad.
BOTTOM: The cottage, hidden 
among the trees and natural stone 
with views of Miller Lake, is a 
fabulous retreat for the family’s dog.

The staircase, built with stone 
from the property, ascends to the 
front door alongside a natural 
ledge of rock protruding into the 
cottage. LEFT: Jordyn perches on 
the rock ledge; a favourite place 
to sit in the cottage.

The cottage’s original living room features 
built-in wooden benches constructed by 
the original owner and unique cross-
section Redwood tile flooring. 
LEFT: A propane stove was inserted 
into the cottage to replace the original 
fireplace, which was constructed with 
more stone from the property.

Continued on page 40
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It’s an open concept design for an older property, with no doors 
between the rooms and a balcony exposing the master bedroom. “The 
only doors inside the cottage open into the bathrooms,” says Christina. 

The cottage was designed and built almost entirely by Ivan. The shop, 
where he did the woodwork remains, and is still full of his tools. “Wood 
working must have been his passion,” muses Christina. Their daughter 
Jordyn has used the tools and shop to build a paddle box for the cottage. 
“She’s our resident woodworker,” adds Christina. 

Ivan’s craftsmanship is evident in every room. He constructed built-
in solid wood furniture, including bunk beds, couch style seating, the 
kitchen table and a bench for hungry guests. 

The hardwood flooring, perhaps the most unique feature second only 
to the rock ledge, is a testament to Ivan’s vision for the cottage. Unlike 
traditional hardwood, the floor is comprised of small square wooden tiles, 
taken from the cross section of Pacific Coast redwoods. 

The flooring was one of the more difficult tasks given to Gord Lawson 
Contracting by the Faiczaks when they began building an addition to 
the cottage in 2007. “There wasn’t much room for guests so we always 
knew we’d add on,” says Christina. “We wanted the addition to reflect 
the character of the original cottage.” Lawson was up for the challenge; 
cutting, drying and staining the wood to match, he laid tiles nearly 
identical to the originals. 

“Ivan saw pictures of the addition before he died, I think he was very 
pleased with our renovation,” she said.

Following the family’s plans, Lawson constructed a loft bedroom 
for the children, complete with built-in bunk beds to match the second 
bedroom, reached by a spiral staircase via a second living area. Also 
adjacent to the living area is a new guest room and guest bathroom. “We 
wanted to go with the same theme of keeping the furniture handmade 
where we could,” adds Christina.

“We used to come up in the winter and fall but hockey takes over our 
lives now,” explains Christina. It’s quiet at Miller Lake in the autumn, with 
few boats on the water and most seasonal residents gone for the year. “It’s 
really nice in the fall,” she says. For many years the family made the trek 
up the peninsula for an annual Thanksgiving dinner. “My family, plus the 
five of us, would cook a turkey; it was wonderful.”

Their cottage is unassuming and humble; walking down the sloping 
lane toward the front door there is no indication of what awaits you 
on the other side. The front entrance opens to a landing where natural 
stone from the property forms a deep staircase leading down into the 
kitchen and living room. Soaring from floor to ceiling at the bottom of 
the staircase is a chimney, also built of stone from the property. As you 
turn into the kitchen the legendary element itself – a massive ledge 
of rock – juts out of the wall where Ivan chose to preserve the natural 
feature by building around it.

TOP LEFT: The children’s loft in the new addition features 
built-in bunks to match the original bedrooms, adorned with 
a collection of antique afghans made by Christina’s mother.  
TOP MIDDLE: The open-concept master bedroom features 
large windows overlooking the living room and kitchen. 
ABOVE: The second bedroom’s desk space offers a nice view 
of the cottage’s living areas. LEFT: An antique pottery lamp 
from Spain hangs above the original built-in kitchen table. 
The lamps adorn all the original bedrooms, accompanied by 
pottery lamps from St. Jacob’s hanging in the new addition.

LEFT: The new living room features soaring ceilings 
of exposed timber, broad windows to offer a view of 
the lake and a neat spiral staircase to the loft. BELOW 
LEFT: A stone walkway leads down to the lake and 
the Faiczak’s private dock. BELOW: Lounging on the 
rebuilt deck is easy in an assortment of colourful 
Muskoka chairs under a canopy of cedar trees.
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One of the few compromises made by the family was with the original 
wood burning fireplace, which was not up to code. “We couldn’t get 
insurance for the cottage at first,” she says. After consulting with The 
Fyre Place & Patio Shop, they decided to forgo alterations to the original 
chimney structure and installed a propane stove.

Lawson also added the kitchen backsplash and countertops, new 

bathroom countertops, eaves troughs and soffits to address a problem 
with wild animals, and adjusted the drainage in one of the bathrooms.

It may have needed a lot of work after a period of eight years of abandonment, 
but to the Faiczaks their cottage and the memories they have formed on the 
shores of Miller Lake alongside family and friends, are more than worth the 
effort involved in updating and restoring the Canadian cabin.  OH

The dock sports hookups for all of the Faiczak’s 
water sport equipment, as well as seating on 
the open water. ABOVE LEFT: Looking up from 
the water, the gardens leading up to the deck 
are visible, including a pond and water garden 
full of frogs. ABOVE RIGHT: The paddle box was 
constructed by the Faiczak’s daughter Jordyn 
with tools from Ivan’s original shop, which 
remains on the property. Bring a little warmth 

& style into your home.

 Sales, installations & service   |   Wett Certified Technicians on staff  
519-986-2112     mountaintopchimneysweep.ca

 
Come visit our cozy showroom located at  

13 Toronto Street North in Markdale  
to view our beautiful display models and accessories.

Need servicing! Mountaintop services gas furnaces, fireplaces & stoves.
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