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Twenty-two years ago, John 
and Lorna Freeburn built 
their family home. The two-
storey, six-bedroom farm 
house in Arran Elderslie 
was the perfect fit for their 
five young children.

But as their children matured and started 
families of their own, the layout of the house 
didn’t work for John and Lorna any longer.  
“We just never used the upstairs, so we thought 
we’ll build a bungalow,” says Lorna.

Last summer, after narrowing their 
choice to a wooded lot on Collard Way in 
Saugeen Shores, the couple began to build 
their second forever home with the help of 
their son’s company, Freeburn Fine Homes 
Ltd. Built with materials from Port Elgin 
Home Hardware Building Centre, the 
house is situated in the Miramichi Shores 
development off the Lake Huron shoreline. 

  A HOME OF HAPPY new memories

BY  SARAH  SLOAN
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Continued on page 24

OPPOSITE TOP: Atop a hill sits the Freeburn’s 
custom built home in the new subdivision of 
Miramichi Shores. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: Large 
windows let natural light filter into the living room 
and offer stunning views of fall foliage, and in the 
coming months, frosted icy branches. LEFT: Lorna 
and John Freeburn sit at their 1929 baby grand 
piano, while sons Dylan and Ben laugh behind them. 
ABOVE: An old church pew from the United Church 
in Port Elgin takes centre stage in the family’s 
mudroom under a collection of family photos.
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It’s distinct from other residences on the street, with colours lending 
themselves to the natural surroundings. The home’s natural stone, 
purchased from a Bruce County quarry and installed by Bloodworth 
Masonry, borders the house while soft green siding, selected and installed 
by Gary Cobean Sheet Metal, complements the home’s bold red front 
door – the entrance to the new, five-bedroom bungalow.

A second entrance, from the home’s spacious garage, leads into the 
functional, but stylish, mudroom; if you can call it that. At first glance, 
you are welcomed by a laundry room and a custom built-in bench with 
storage. Plenty of space, a pull-out drying rack and ample cabinetry make 
you almost happy to be spending time doing laundry. “This is the laundry 
room I should have had when I had five kids!” laughs Lorna.

Charming elements, such as an antique church pew from their 
daughter’s wedding, lead toward the hallway into the master bedroom. 

Bold tree-themed wallpaper adorns one of the walls of the master bedroom 

and complements the paint colour (painted by Bob Love) and window 
coverings from Color Your World (Port of Colour). The setting makes for a 
lovely transition to their walk-out porch overlooking the back yard, landscaped 
by Serena Freeburn. The couple’s yard, both front and back, is dotted with 
large rocks brought from their Arran Elderslie property – a reminder of their 
cherished farm house and the years of memories they represent.

The porch is one of John and Lorna’s favourite spots, a quiet place, also 
accessible from the kitchen, where they can enjoy their morning coffee. 

The kitchen boasts a large island and granite countertops, as well as 
country-chic cabinetry from Brubacher Kitchens in Owen Sound. It’s 
an open concept kitchen, connected to the dining room and living room, 
complete with a coffered ceiling, beautiful trim and wainscoting by Wood 
and Wall Works Ltd. One of the key items of the cookery, and at the top 
of Lorna’s list of must-haves, is a large pantry with plenty of shelving, a 
two-way swinging door and a second kitchen sink for food preparation.

Continued on page 26

The custom kitchen is a well-designed gem for any cook or baker. 
RIGHT: The spacious kitchen island serves as a gathering place for 
guests to devour Lorna’s delicious home baking. FAR RIGHT: The full 
pantry, complete with a second sink, stores a variety of dry goods and 
preserves, as well as Lorna’s collection of antique scales inherited from 
her father’s former Tiverton hardware store and from John’s mother. 
BOTTOM LEFT: An old wooden ladder, salvaged by Lorna, is repurposed 
as a suspended drying rack in the laundry room. BOTTOM RIGHT: Floor 
to ceiling built-in cabinetry provides ample storage in the mudroom.
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The pantry allows her large kitchen countertop to be free and clear 
for people to gather around. The counter has space for Lorna to bake, a 
hobby she has always enjoyed. The spacious island becomes a gathering 
spot where her family enjoys her freshly-baked bread and other goodies. 
Their custom kitchen also offers unique conveniences such as a pullout 
for the stand mixer and a roll-out garbage and recycling unit.

The kitchen overlooks a large living space, with high ceilings and 
perfect acoustics for a 1929 antique baby grand piano that her children 
played as they were growing up. 

Lorna credits Heather Smillie of Heather Smillie Designs Inc. for 
the home’s welcoming palette of colours, which flow from room to room. 

“This lot really lent itself to lots of windows,” says Lorna. Large 
windows from Strassburger Windows and Doors Ltd. frame the north 
side of the house. “In the winter it’s really beautiful and it’s beautiful 
now,” she says. “The transition from being on a big acreage (500 acres) 
to coming into a lot was a big change.” Continued on page 28

LEFT: The master bedroom features a 
burst of orange in an otherwise neutral 
space, complementing a single wall of bold 
wallpaper. BELOW: An antique wooden 
vanity is the perfect addition to the classic, 
country-chic home. BOTTOM: The master 
en suite serves as a luxurious escape for a 
bubble bath after a long day.

Accordia™ Cellular Shades. The perfect 
place to begin your decorating journey. LEVOLOR.CA

G E T  I N S P I R E D  @

E L E VAT E  Y O U R  D É C O RTHE FOCAL POINT OF A ROOM
ISN’T ALWAYS A PIECE OF FURNITURE.

www.cuneointeriors.com
800-265-1172

873 10th St., Hanover, ON
519-364-1303

207 Durham St., Walkerton, ON
519-881-2170
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LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE

Bloodworth	Masonry,	Bob	Love,	Brubacher	Kitchens,	

Creative	Magic	Designs,	Cuneo	Interiors,	Deric	Jackson,	

DJ’s	Handcrafted	Solid	Wood	Furniture,	Gary	Cobean	

Sheet	Metal,	Heather	Smillie	Designs	Inc.,	Janet	Liesemer,	

John	Bridge	Plumbing	and	Heating,	John	Sweeney	

Concrete	Finishing,	Lakeshore	Hardwood,	Larry’s	Roofing	

&	Renovations	Ltd.,	Lisa	Hambleton,	Ofra	Svorai	Studio,	

Port	Elgin	Home	Hardware	and	Building	Centre,	Color	Your	

World	(Port	of	Colour),	Serena	Freeburn,	Southampton	Art	

Gallery,	Sue	Gunter,	Wood	and	Wall	Works	Ltd.

Off the living space, a hallway leads to a main level powder room 
with fixtures from John Bridge Plumbing and Heating and tiles 
from Cuneo Interiors Carpet One & Home. A spare bedroom and 
office complete the main level, with hardwood floors from Lakeshore 
Hardwood leading to the foyer and to the couple’s basement. “John had a 
very specific idea of what he wanted the floor to look like and we worked 
with Deric Jackson,” says Lorna. “We are very happy with the result.”

The basement is a special space: an oasis for their six grandchildren. A 
bedroom, with custom-built bunk beds, designed by John and Lorna’s son 
Dylan, will be a place forever etched into their grandchildren’s memories. 
Complete with a staircase, nooks for books and iPods, as well as built-in 
lights in each bunk, it makes a wondrous and imaginative retreat for the kids.

Though it’s not complete yet, the large space off the basement’s 
bedrooms and bathroom will be home to a large family room and a 
scrapbooking corner, Lorna says.

Within a year, John and Lorna have been able to take their home from a 
vision to reality with the help of their son’s company. They look forward to 
creating many happy memories with their large family, which is expected 
to expand in December with two new grandchildren.  OH

The children’s bedroom on the lower level offers 
a unique slumber party experience for the 
Freeburn’s grandchildren with built-in bunk beds. 

you cook,your kitchen sizzles
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BellInghAM™ Waterstone Collection™
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