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life’s a breeze
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IS HERE!
LOCAL FARMERS 
DISH OUT  
MORE THAN 
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CUSTOM 
CARPENTRY
at its finest



Masonry & landscape

SUPERSTORE
24 hour OUTDOOR & indoor DISPLAYS
SHOP AT THE manufacturer’s outlet

The Natural Choice in Stone
877-265-6696 • www.shouldice.ca • Walkerton & Shallow lake

The Largest Independent Real Estate
Brokerage In Grey/Bruce County

HAROLD FENLON, Broker
Cell: (519) 374-4448
Res: (519) 389-4448
hfenlon@bmts.com

COTTAGE COURT $679,900 199 Elgin Street, Port
Elgin. Excellent business opportunity. 4 fully rented
cottages & spacious family home are situated on
professionally landscaped lot, interlocking brick
patio & spring fed creek. Cottage #1 - 2 B.R, 560 sq.
ft. #2 - 2 B.R, 560 sq. ft., #3 - 2 B.R, 560 sq. ft. &
#4-3 B.R, 720 sq.ft. Sellers are willing to rent house
for a minimum period of 1 year.

AMAZING LOG HOME $379,900 364 Tyendiaga
Drive, Southampton. Exquisite 2000 sq.ft. custom
Scandinavian Scribe solar log home across from
Chippewa Golf Course & minutes to Lake Huron.
Featuring tongue & groove pine flring, lg L.R.
w/Vermont airtight wood f/place, 28’ cathedral
ceiling, 750 sq.ft. loft w/rustic cedar flring in master
& detached garage & workshop.

ATTENTION ALL DEVELOPERS $899,900 370 Alice
Street, Southampton. A property with so much
potential. On 4.5 Acres sits a historic triple brick 5
B.R. Victorian home w/natural gas heat, newer steel
roof & most windows replaced. Potential uses for this
property; campground, mini golf course, lodge,
marina, restaurant, convenient store & many other
possible uses.

GREAT SIDESPLIT HOME $289,900 315 Peel Street,
Southampton. Immaculate 3 B.R. sidesplit home
situated on lg lot. Features renovated oak kitchen,
ceramic & hardwood floors, gas stove & combination
a/c heat pump system. Walkout from lg
kitchen/dining nook to a private deck. Lg
foyer/mudroom on main level; attached insulated
workshop/garage.

LAKE HURON VIEWS $414,900 56 Huron Street
Executive 3 B.R. bungalow w/excellent WATERVIEW.
Close to Southampton sand beach & shopping.
Features many upgrades & updated spacious kitchen
w/island, pine floors in L.R., D.R. & kitchen, 2 gas
f/places, 2 B.R.’s & 4pc on main level. Lg family
room, B.R., 3pc bath & L.R. on lower level. Perfect
home or year round cottage.

WATERFRONT $559,900 109 Sunset Blvd., Georgian
Bluffs. Exceptional executive 4 B.R. WATERFRONT
bungalow. Features 2 walkouts on main level with
another on lower level to large patio area. High
efficiency gas furnace 2008, Jenn Air appliances,
exterior & interior recently painted, newer carpet &
flooring, new eaves & drain spouts 2010.

RIVER FRONT $589,900 620 Side Road 18/19,
Saugeen Shores. Custom built executive home
on 1.59 acre lot on beautiful riverfront acreage.
Features 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, oak hardwood
flrs, propane furnace; central air; 32’x40’ shop
w/heated floor. Over 3000 sq. ft. of living
space. Home built & owned by one of area’s top
builders. Book your viewing today.

WILFRED McINTEE & CO. LTD., Brokerage
PO Box 929, 181 High Street, Southampton, ON N0H 2L0

Bus: (519) 797-5500   Fax: (519) 797-3214
www.mcintee.ca

View these properties (and others) at:

www.haroldfenlon.ca

M
cI

nt
ee

’s
To

p
Sa

les
pe

rso
n 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009

&
2010

CENTURY BEAUTY $899,900 125 High Street,
Southampton. Statuesque vintage beauty w/Queen Anne
revival style architecture. Some features are woodwork
that gleams from stem to stern; from solid oak staircase
to polished maple, walnut & oak that graces drs & wdws
throughout. Lg double L.R. w/dbl columns topped
w/ornate Victorian era fretwork. Situated on lot that has
severance approval for 2 additional lots.

myhomes.360photo.ca/6742

WATERFRONT $529,900 534 George Street, Wiarton.
Executive WATERFRONT professionally landscaped
bungalow w/spectacular views. Finished lower level
walkout situated on 1.1 acre lot. Lot includes shoreline,
+ approx. 600’ in the water. Gas furnace 2008, a/c
2006, interlock aluminum roof 2003, lg. garden, sand
beach, main level f/place. Aluminum roof 2003 (50 yr
warranty), lg. garden, sand beach, main level f/place.

myhomes.360photo.ca/6694 myhomes.360photo.ca/6799

myhomes.360photo.ca/6173myhomes.360photo.ca/6552 myhomes.360photo.ca/6510

myhomes.360photo.ca/6661 myhomes.360photo.ca/6574myhomes.360photo.ca/6491
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The Simple Truth...

This is the BEST ROOF investment  
you will ever make...PERIOD!

Get  Back  up  to  75% 
of  Your  HY- Gr ade  Steel 
roofinG inveStment... 
inStantaneouSlY
Appraisal Institute of Canada says up to 75% of the cost 
of your Hy-Grade steel roofing system immediately 
adds to the equity in your cottage, house, or church. 
Your net investment in a Hy-Grade roof now can equal 
your “rental” cost of a 25-year asphalt shingled roof 
which now often only lasts between 8 – 12 years.

Great financing options too. Believe in better....

Cupping Curling Blistered Missing Streaking Lichen

                  Don’t
Another Asphalt RoofTake a Good Look at Your Roof...

HY-Grade  S tee l  roof inG i S  inveStment-Grade

Your “ugly” roof...

...will lead to a leaky roof, 
maybe just into your attic first...

Before after

Get $1,250 OFF 
your best deal 

PLUS your 
FREE Buyer’s Guide 

Call NOW

(855) HY-GRADE
 (toll-free!)         4 9  4 7 2 3 3   

learn more www.GreyBruceHyGradeRoofing.com

“Rent ”

™



with every OSTACO 
window installed - book 
before October 31, 201150 Air Miles® 

reward miles

Ostaco's Shutters-To-Go are factory-built to fit 

most window shapes: rectangular, square, 

eyebrow, half-circle, quarter circle and many 

more. Ostaco interior vinyl shutters are 

designed to fit in your window sill, are offered 

in a variety of colours and frame styles to fit 

almost any decor and offer privacy at your 

fingertips.

Ostaco Interior 
Vinyl Shutters.

%45

*Prices and specifi cations subject to change. See Sales Representative for more details. E.&O.E. August 2011. 
The ENERGY STAR® mark is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada. Used with permission.  

reidsheritagehomes.com
519-389-4848    1-866-389-7343

HOURS: 
Mon – Thurs 1-6 pm, 

Fri – Sun 12-5 pm
469 Biener Drive

•  Designed for comfortable family living
• Spacious master bedrooms
•  Open concept living areas
•  Close to the lake and amenities

Beautiful Homes in 
a Beautiful Setting!
THE WINDS-TWO-STOREY 
TOWNHOMES

       $210’s*from 
the

VISIT OUR DECORATED MODELS!

•  Bugalow, Raised Bungalow, 
Two-storey and loft designs

• Elegant classic inspired architecture
•  Exquisite features and designer fi nishes
• ENERGY STAR® certifi ed

SIGNATURE SINGLE 
DETACHED DESIGNS
from 

the       $270’s*

• Elegant classic inspired architecture

*

• Soaring ceiling heights
• Spacious open concept interiors
• Large family rooms
• ENERGY STAR® certifi ed

THE SANDS ATTACHED 
BUNGALOWS WITH LOFTS
from 

the       $260’s*

Come Home to Spacious 
Loft Living!

reidsheritage

THE SANDS ATTACHED 
BUNGALOWS WITH LOFTS
from        

Come Home to Spacious 
Loft Living!

Artists Concept

FALL IN LOVE 

WITH SUMMERSIDE!

•  Designed for comfortable family living

Come Home to Spacious 

Artists Concept

VISIT OUR VISIT OUR 

•  Bugalow, Raised Bungalow, 

• Elegant classic inspired architecture
•  Exquisite features and designer fi nishes
• ENERGY STAR® certifi ed

SIGNATURE SINGLE 
DETACHED DESIGNS
from 

WITH SUMMERSIDE!

Artists Concept

SUMM 0108 Our Homes Gr Bruce FA.indd   1 8/15/11   9:54:27 AM



Visit www.magazinefranchise.ca
click on franchise opportunities.  

Or call Suzanne Strong 519.538.4528
e-mail franchise@ourhomesmagazine.com 

Join our happy and successful team and create  
maximum value for your advertisers and readers.

S U M M E R  2 0 1 0

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/mississauga

Boomin’
Backyards
   a World
of WindoWs

Summer!
Preserving
the Past on doulton drive

Lovely
lorne Park

S P R I N G / S U M M E R  2 0 1 1

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/london

plus
SUMMER STYLE PICKS

ECO-FRIENDLY POOLS

PROFESSIONAL GREEN THUMBS

DECORATE YOUR
OUTDOOR LIVING SPACE

HERITAGE HOUSE  a peek inside

happily ever after  
in TALBOT VILLAGE

premiereissue

OH_London_SpringSum2011.indd   1 11-05-18   3:25 PM

m i d  S U m m e r  2 0 0 9

2 Summer
GetawayS

IdeaS You’ll love 

LandScapInG 
Who To hire

p. 36 Grill The besT SteaK

p. 34 Save water easilY

p. 110 Make a moSaïc tabLe

p. 24 sTYle Your hoMe 
WiTh LocaL pIcKS

plus

Special
OutdOOr

LIvInGIssue
www.ourhomesmagazine.com

OH_SGB_Summer09.indd   1 7/22/09   2:10:33 PM
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/muskoka

plus
Red-hot
Style PickS

welcome to
North Muskoka house

BuNkies &
Boathouses

saBre’s
RetReat

       ruggedBeauty 
on LoRimeR Lake

sultry summer

Are you a PEOPLE person?

Be your own boss, put your network to work for you, 
provide the very best advertising solutions in your 

community and build equity in your very own business.

There are franchise territories still available in Ontario:
Prince Edward County, Huron/Perth, Sudbury/North Bay,  

Niagara Region; PLUS OUR HOMES is expanding into communities 
in Eastern & Western Canada as well. Inquire for details.

Creating value, creating opportunities

Franchise Opportunities Available.

YOUR DREAM HOME AWAITS.
Whether it’s your custom dream home or a relaxing getaway, Viceroy’s  
models are sure to capture the essence of the design you are seeking.

Independently Distributed by:

Home & Cottage Crafters
519.935.0990 n 1.800.572.4452 n www.cottagecrafters.ca

YOUR LOCAL               DEALER SERVING SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO

In Hepworth on Hwy 6 - 99 Queen St E — In Woodstock on Hwy 401 - 560 Athlone Ave
 

Home & Cottage F11.indd   1 11-08-16   11:22 AM



AAPPLES, P IE,  CIDER, 
JEANS AND LONG-
SLEEVE SHIRTS; these are 
the first things that come to 
mind when I think about fall – 
five of my very favourite things. 
All combined with a crisp cool 
day just about equals perfection. 

Harvest season arrives just as 
my appetite returns and all I can 
think about is food. Roast turkey, 
homemade stuffing, mashed 
potatoes, baked Brie, creamy 
soup, fresh bread… I could go on 
and on. Warm, delicious comfort 
food shared with family and 
friends, followed by a bonfire 
or a relaxing drive through the 
vibrant valley, would all be part 
of my ideal day. 

It’s often on these drives that 
I come across the many farmers’ 
markets and fruit stands that 

nourish our region day in and day out. Grey Bruce’s harvest menu is vast 
and on it you’ll find everything you need to keep your family healthy and 
happy throughout the year. OUR HOMES recognizes the hard work and 
dedication that’s put into producing such tasty fare; that’s why we’re 
introducing you to some of your local food producers on page 48. From 
livestock to produce and poultry to apple pie, you can find the best of it 
all right here, close to home.

When I’m not in the kitchen I can usually be found fussing with 
something or other around the house. Everything indoors gets a bit neglected 
through the summer months as I feel guilty for every minute I hide from the 
sun. Now that the days are cooler and shorter though, I can fuss all I want, 
which is precisely what our homeowners near Hanover wanted to avoid. 

Eric and Sherry Hallman wanted a nice country home close to work 
that they could kick back and relax in, and peace and quiet is just what 
they got with their newly-built log home (page 40) surrounded by 
towering trees and rolling hills. 

Further north resides another couple, Gary and Chris Moffat, who also 
sought a more relaxed lifestyle closer to nature, but in a much different 
setting. By renovating Chris’s family cottage on Barrow Bay in Lion’s Head 
(page 20), they’re now able to enjoy beachfront living year-round in their 
gorgeous, contemporary home.

Fall is the perfect time for interior projects and renovations. If you’re 
planning on putting in new cabinetry or need any custom woodwork, 
visit Exquisite Wood Designs on page 34, and if you’re looking for new 
items to style your home this autumn, we’ve got you covered on page 18.

Get with the season… Change into some comfy clothes, EAT, drink 
and be merry!

See you in December,

Shelby Hilson, Managing Editor
shelby@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us at twitter.com/OurHomesMag 

CONSTRUCTION / RESTORATION / INSPECTION

Structural and Landscape Masonry

Natural Stone / Brick / Block / Ceramics  
Concrete Resurfacing & Texturing  / Driveways &  Foundation Repairs

 

FULLY INSURED AND BONDED /  FULL CONTRACT WARRANTY
Wall Murals / Arches / Columns / Entrance Gates / Signs / Fireplaces / Chimneys  

Barbecues / Pizza Ovens / Patios / Slabs / Steps / Retaining Walls

Stephen Kitching, Mason
24 hours a day / 7 days a week – 519-375-0831

stonewallmasonrysk.com         info@stonewallmasonrysk.com

NEW! Over 100 different concrete colours!

www.thefyreplace.com

Located at Highway 6 & 21
Springmount (Near Owen Sound)  519.371.2963

SALES & SERVICE • NEW & USED
Hwy 21, Southampton     519-797-3905 
sinclairtv@bmts.com      www.squaredealneils.ca
Large enough to serve you, small enough to care! 

Any fridge can keep your food cold, but KitchenAid fridges keep your food fresh. With Fresh-Chill Temperature Management and  
Tight Temperature Margins, KitchenAid keeps your food fresher longer. Saving you money and impressing your dinner guests.

SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S
TV AND APPLIANCES

e d i t o r ’ s  n o t e

10  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 1



519.881.1095
jsaubrey@wightman.ca

www.qualityconstruction.ca

FR
O

M Design
décorto custom built homes

Quality ‘Camlen’ Furniture
Custom made in Knowlton, Québec and available at

Visit our log home showroom at  
38 Beckons Lane, Wiarton, Ontario

519.534.1256                  thebrucebeckons.ca

Details that  
get noticed
At Exquisite Wood Designs, we are experienced 
experts in the custom design and manufacturing of

– Kitchen Cabinets and Accessories
– Bathrooms
– Closets
– Home and Commercial Office Spaces
– Stair Cases
– Mouldings &Trim
– Any Wooden Ideas...

Using the latest and most advanced software,  
we are able to create any custom design to fit your 
needs while offering an exquisite final product, 
manufactured locally in our state of the art facility.

1980 20th St. East, Owen Sound  

519-370-0808      
ewdesigns.ca

We now  
offer

financing!
Visit our showroom  for more  information.

Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi

12  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 1
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of professional design
& manufacturing

Browse our online galleries, or make an appointment to visit the 
showroom and experience our beautiful craftmanship for yourself.

22 years
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MUDROOM makeover
As much as I would appreciate my home always 

looking as though it’s in the middle of a photo 
shoot, it is simply impossible. We have boots, 
mittens, scarves, strollers, keys, mail, grocery bags, 
backpacks, spare change and all things made to 
produce clutter. Unless we dedicate a space for 
each item, it seems to all end up at the bottom 
of a basket, on the floor and just plain lost. The 
mudroom however, is my saving grace. 

Some would argue that a mudroom is the busiest 
room in the house. They endure the ebb and flow of a 
household on a daily basis. Let’s face it, it’s constant 
abuse! If you’re going to invest in an addition for your 
home, make sure you spend time planning. It will 
make that extra space go from functional to fabulous.

DESIGNING YOUR MUDROOM
A well-designed mudroom is a well-planned 

mudroom. Look in closets and the garage and 
itemize what you will keep in your mudroom. Take 
into account the height of boots and number of 
shoes, the length of jackets, the size of purses and 
helmets. Instead of promising to take that trip to 
Goodwill, plan for what you’ve got.

Consider the following:
•	 Seating – to put on and take off shoes
•	 Hooks – a lower level is handy for children 
•	 Counter – for mail and car keys
•	 Broom closet – for regular sweeping 
•	 Coat closet – for longer items 

•	 Baskets, cubbies or drawers – for mittens, 
scarves, etc.

•	 Pet station – for leashes, food and bags
•	 Grocery bin storage – for easy access on the 

way out

BUILDING YOUR MUDROOM 
Material selection is critical. Ensure that 

surfaces are hard-wearing to prevent scratches or 
water damage. Leave enough room in your budget 
for quality materials that will withstand the test of 
time and keep your room looking unsullied. 

Consider the following:
•	 Radiant heat – this will dry the floor and your 

wet shoes
•	 Drawers with soft closers – to prevent slamming 
•	 Central vac – install in the baseboard so you 

can sweep directly into it
•	 Good lighting – brighter is better
•	 Slatted shelves – for airflow so wet items can 

dry easily 
•	 Stone or slate floors – thinner tiles could crack 
•	 Wood cabinetry – a painted finish will eventually 

scratch or chip (but can be repainted)
•	 Electrical outlets – for charging phones 

As utilitarian as this space may be, don’t forget 
to make it chic. Just because it’s where you keep 
your shoes doesn’t mean it needs to look like a 
boring old closet. Have fun with it!  OH

We have decided to 
build an addition onto 

our home in order 
to accommodate a 

mudroom and more 
storage space. Do you 

have any tips or hints 
to help us make our 

new room work for our 
family? We have no 
idea where to even 

begin. – Carol 

Designer Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

a d v i c e

QUICK TIP: An easy way to add 
softness to your mudroom (and 

necessary storage) is by using 
baskets. When selecting your 

baskets, make sure they are just 
deep enough to fold a scarf or  

store a bulky pair of gloves.  
Things get lost at the bottom 

of deeper baskets and become 
disorganized too quickly. 

35 Colborne St., Goderich • 519-524-5965
312 Durham Market Square S. Unit C, Kincardine • 519-396-4541

624 Goderich St., PortElgin • 519-832-4543

Call for a FREE consultation for your  
shutters, blinds, awnings and more!

sunsetblinds.ca
16  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 1



T
“Decorating is like music. Harmony is what we constantly 

strive for. At home, we want a peaceful atmosphere where the 
objects are the notes and nothing is off-key.” – Charlotte Moss

The nights may be getting cooler, but your home can be looking hotter than ever with 
this season’s interior finds. PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

J’ADORN
(1) Tray & Tea Box
Pieces of a “Romance Collection,” this French 
provincial wooden tray and tea box with a glass 
lid are beautiful Canadian-made items that 
undoubtedly bring with them old country flair.
791 Queen St.
Kincardine
519.396.4438
www.jadorn.ca

THE BRUCE BECKONS
(2) Mango Tree Accents
Sustainably beautiful, these Mango Accents décor 
items are hand carved in Thailand from dead mango 
trees – making each piece one-of-a-kind. Once a mango 
tree is harvested, a new seedling is planted ensuring 
continued employment for talented free trade artisans 
and preservation of the mango tree.
38 Beckons Ln.
Wiarton
519.534.1256
www.thebrucebeckons.ca

PORTS EMPORIUM
(3) Toss Cushions
New toss cushions are one of the simplest 
and most affordable ways to give your home a 
fresh look each season. You’ll find vibrant fall 
colours like these, in an assortment of shapes 
and sizes, plus many more to match your taste.
604 Goderich St. 
Port Elgin
519.389.4455

DUKE IRON
(4) Bar Chair
Handcrafted from silver steel, this comfortable 
bar-height chair was inspired by ancient 
Egyptian culture and design. Make a stylish 
statement in your home with custom-created 
furniture like this unique piece.
136421 Grey Rd 40 (10 km west of Chatsworth)
519.794.0620
www.dukeiron.ca  

DOIDGE TIM-BR MART
(5) Side Table
The distressed, botanical design of 
this accent table will add a pop of 
colour and femininity to any room. A 
drawer and cupboard provide hidden 
storage for bedside basics and reading 
material. Perfect for the cottage-style 
or shabby chic home! 
King’s Hwy. 21
Kincardine
519.396.3355
www.doidgetimbrmarts.ca

AUGUST SKIES
(6) Spotlight Lamp
For a more contemporary 
look, finish a room off with 
this metal, black and chrome 
spotlight lamp. With three 
legs it turns in every direction 
so you can shed light on 
whichever situation you like.
661 Goderich St. 
Port Elgin
519.389.3388  OH

1
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6
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CClosing up her Bruce Peninsula cottage 
at the end of the summer in 2007, Chris 
Moffat must have sighed wistfully, as she 
had done every fall for the 50-something 
years of her life. Her parents had first 
brought her to the family retreat on Barrow 
Bay on the eastern side of the peninsula in 
a clothes basket when she was two months 
old. Summers of her girlhood were spent 
exploring with cousins and neighbouring 
cottage children along the shoreline. 
Autumns, winters and springs back home 
in Dundas were spent dreaming about 
summers past and to come. 

But after she closed up the cottage that fall, everything changed. Within 
the span of three months, her husband Gary had retired from his job at 
Hamilton steel giant Stelco and had been offered a position with a national 
steel company that allowed him to work from home. Without blinking, 
Chris and Gary decided that “home” would become the family cottage, 
Juniper Lodge. Chris, a 30-year operating room nurse, received positions 
at the rural hospitals of Grey Bruce Heath Services in Wiarton and Lion’s 
Head. “It was always my dream to finish my nursing career up here on the 
Bruce,” she says. “We feel now that we live and work in paradise!” 

The couple’s Dundas home went up for sale and sold within days, and, 
by December, their year-round address was on Barrow Bay.

Word spread around the bay that these weekenders were now full-
timers. From Lion’s Head, friend of 20 years Barry Hepburn of Hepburn 
Masonry & Contracting agreed to take on the major renovation, turning 
Chris and Gary’s family cottage into a luxury home. Hepburn is also 
responsible for all the masonry work – using materials from Shouldice 
Designer Stone in Shallow Lake. 

Through the summer of 2008, the couple worked with Lion’s Head-
based architect Greg Williamson to tweak the homeowners’ design 
vision. After having experienced more than 50 seasons on the property, 
Chris knew just which aspects of the 1945 cottage she wanted to 
accentuate, and which she wanted to adjust. 

JUNIPER LODGE  calling
BY  LAUREL  FORT IN  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

TOP: Homeowners Chris and Gary Moffat captured a 
gorgeous rainbow colouring the peninsula that’s their 
backyard. BOTTOM LEFT: Glass deck railings without 
top rails offer an unobstructed view of the bay from 
the couple’s back deck. BOTTOM RIGHT: Gary, a 
trained pilot, often explores the peninsula’s skies 
in a Cessna while Chris takes aerial photos of their 
Barrow Bay property. 

Continued on page 22
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Chris’s paternal grandfather’s 1900s dental office, Gary conducts business 
meetings while watching waves crash on the beach and gales carry in the 
winter snow. “The first time I brought Gary up here nearly 30 years ago, 
he went down to the beach and said, ‘Why the heck would you ever build 
a cottage here?’ and about two hours later he realized why,” smiles Chris. 

Gary tunes into the ship-to-shore radio that relays weather and water 
conditions periodically from the Thunder Bay coast guard. “We talk with 
friends that are sailing by,” explains Chris. “Our call name is Juniper,” 
so-called by her grandfather in years past. “There was one juniper bush in 
the backyard that all the diapers were dried on. It’s hard to keep junipers 
up here, but my grandparents just loved the name.”

The original cottage was a luxury in its time. With 1,200 sq. ft. 
and four bedrooms built on a concrete foundation poured directly on 
the rocky shore stone, it had ample room for Chris’s extended family. 
Her grandfather, Jack Crowley, owned a steel manufacturing factory 
in Dundas making boilers. Fishing on Barrow Bay was his escape, and 
building the cottage was his passion. “He erected a big water tower for 
water pressure and a windmill so that we had power. We were the only 
cottage up here with flushing toilets and showers,” recalls Chris. 

Two-foot thick walls with windows of whatever size they could muster 
up at the time and a vaulted ceiling allowed big views out to the blue 
waters of the bay. In Chris and Gary’s renovation, the northeastern wall 

facing the water was pushed out another 30 feet and is nearly entirely in 
glass (Bonneville windows supplied by Scott’s Home Hardware in Lion’s 
Head). The sundeck beyond is fitted with solid glass railings, designed 
by Star Glass Service in Owen Sound, and have no top rail so as not to 
impede the view. “We wanted the back wall to disappear into the water. I 
tried to match the Georgian Bay blue, and used a shade called Black Pepper, 
by Benjamin Moore, (Scott’s Home Hardware)” says Chris. The effect is so 
nautical that the home feels as though it’s afloat on the Bay. 

Gary now, perhaps, is more intimate with Barrow Bay than Chris. His 
home office in a corner of the great room overlooks the water. Furnished 
in part with the antique Jacobean spiral barley twist table and chair from 

Chris’s longtime family cottage was renovated in an open-
concept style to include the living room, dining room, kitchen 
and bar area in one large space – creating an ideal entertaining 
atmosphere. TOP RIGHT: Chris’s grandfather’s century-old 
dental office desk adds character to the contemporary space. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Crafted by Chris’s other grandfather, Jack 
Crowley, at his steel manufacturing company, this fireplace 
was converted to gas and holds special meaning for the family. 

22  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 1 o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 1  23

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

Continued on page 24



Gary also loves to explore the skies of the Bruce – a pilot since he was 
18. When the whim strikes, he will rent a Cessna out of Wiarton and go 
up with friends or Chris and soar over the Bruce, sometimes crossing 
Georgian Bay to land in Killarney for fish and chips. 

Both Gary and Chris love to entertain. Whether it’s family and 
friends who come up for the weekend, or generations of neighbouring 
cottagers who have been popping in for 50 years or more, all guests know 
they’re welcome to help themselves at the generously stocked kitchen 
(Peninsula Appliances & TV’s, Lion’s Head). 

When excavation began on the renovation (Landscaping by Rydall 
Contracting), a few trees had to be cut on the property to make way. 
“We had to take down the black walnut that my aunt had started in a 
cup from a nut my grandmother gave her. There’s a painting of the cottage 
done in 1945 where you can see the little walnut tree starting to grow out 
front,” says Chris. From across the street, neighbouring cabinetmaker and 
wood lover Rick Gore had admired the tree for years. “He suggested that 
we keep the wood to make a beautiful kitchen,” says Chris. Gary adds, 
“Unbeknownst to us, Cory Rydall had the wood taken away, boarded 
and brought back for us. We kept it on the property for two years and 
kept turning it every few months to dry.” When the walnut was ready, 
Rick lovingly crafted the kitchen, master bath and entrance wardrobe 
out of the gorgeous material. Complemented by a mirror backsplash 
from Star Glass Service in Owen Sound, the kitchen is the jewel  
of the cottage. 

The stunning kitchen cabinetry was crafted by the 
Moffats’ neighbour from a black walnut tree that 
was removed from the front yard during excavation. 
ABOVE: A rounded bar area with barrel sink and 
stone surround gives the space definition.

492 Tenth Street, Hanover, ON      519-364-3302       1-888-385-6660       www.hanovercabinets.com 

functional. professional. reliable.

24  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 1

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

Continued on page 26



Chris and Gary hope to last out their years in Juniper Lodge, and 
designed it so that it would age along with them. While guest quarters 
are on the lower level, all amenities are on the main floor. Bathrooms have 
walk-in showers with seating designed by Larry Woodworth at Dy’s 
Plumbing Supplies and the in-floor radiant heating installed by Ray 
Westover of RW Mechanical keeps the home comfortable throughout 
the year. Gas fireplaces by The Fyre Place & Patio Shop, a home 
entertainment system by Fast Forward in Owen Sound and furniture and 
home décor items from Home By Design and Cedar Country Furniture 
in Wiarton, round out the creature comforts for the couple. 

“We tried to keep everything as local as we could and are we ever glad 
we did,” says Chris. “The people we worked with were nothing less than 
outstanding and we wouldn’t hesitate to recommend them to anyone.”  OH

The main-floor master bedroom boasts a 
magnificent view of the bay through large 

windows and patio doors. BOTTOM LEFT: The hot 
tub sits just outside the couple’s bedroom and is 

the perfect spot to listen to the waves on a starry 
night. BOTTOM RIGHT: The master bath features 

a luxurious soaker tub and glassed-in shower.

Don Susan

A smooth build
 from start to finish.

Arelene and I were very pleased with our purchase of a Candue Home.  
We were able to participate in the design of a custom home and we got what 
we wanted at a reasonable price. During construction our suggestions were 
included and work was well done, on time, producing a quality product. 
 All concerns were addressed in a timely manner and we are very happy in 
our new home. Well done Candue!

Arelene & Don McNaughton

519-369-5051 
homes@canduehomes.com
www.canduehomes.com
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glorious grasses
PHOTOS  AND  STORY  BY  MELAN I E  REKOLA

AAs autumn comes to be, ornamental grasses take centre stage of many beautiful landscapes. I 
adore watching the fall breeze rustle through their mature foliage; often with silver, pink or bronze 
seed heads nodding high above. Certain grasses even turn colour in fall, adding a whole different 
dimension to their aesthetic worth. I find many people tend to forget about the autumn garden 
when designing their landscapes. Take a critical eye to your garden; with fall in mind. Sometimes 
a landscape just looks past-its-prime at this time of year, with no gorgeous flowers at the forefront. 
Or maybe you need a focal point with a textural change of pace. Trendy ornamental grasses may 
be the piece you need to update and add movement to an otherwise static garden.

g a r d e n i n g

Continued on page 30

HANOVER SHOWROOM
805 - 10th STREET

519.506.3228
Mon-Thurs   9:30am to 5:30pm

Fri   9:30am to 8:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

WROXETER SHOWROOM
R.R.#2 - 43195 AMBERLY RD

519.335.3228
Mon-Thurs   8:00am to 5:00pm

Fri   8:00am to 9:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pmwww.djfurniture.ca

2010

GILLIAN GAYFER
Broker, ASP
Cell: 519-270-3654
Bus: 519-389-4444 Ext. 108
www.southamptonhomesforsale.ca 

THE PROPERTY SHOPPE
REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE
Independently Owned & Operated

Port Elgin $395,000
UNIQUE PROPERTY with 2 Cottages, 
 1880 Log cottage with 4 bedrooms 
 and second cottage with 2 bedrooms. 
 Huge lot with PRIVATE DEEDED 
 ACCESS TO BEACH.

Amazing Triplex in Eden Grove  
$569,000
Lovely 1 year old house with 
attached rental duplex. Have an 
income stream or your family close. 
Central to Port Elgin, Bruce Power, 
Hanover and Walkerton.

Port Elgin $819,000
SAND BEACH! Year round 4 bed,  
2 bath lakefront home with  
gorgeous white sand beach and 
sunsets on your doorstep!

Park Head Road, Amabel   
$210,000
Very well maintained 3 bed 2 bath in 
nice area close to Owen Sound and 
Hepworth. Pretty much every thing 
has been done - new windows, doors, 
roof - just move in.

Call Cindy Gardiner at:

(519) 376-4104
decordesign.ca
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MELANIE’S PLANT PICKS:

Zebra Grass (Miscanthus sinensis Zebrinus): I love Zebra grass for 
its wonderful horizontal yellow striping, and its elegant arching habit. 
It is often confused with “Porcupine” grass for its similar markings, but 
Porcupine has a much stiffer and rougher appearance than Zebra. Zebra 
grows five feet plus and its thick leaves and unusual markings make it a 
wonderful statement plant or perfect for planting en masse.

Giant Miscanthus (Miscanthus x Giganteus): This grass is truly a 
giant, growing eight feet plus. Great for a space where height is needed, 
but there’s not much room available for planting. It has a thick, mid-green 
leaf with an arching habit and is great as a privacy screen or to add a 
somewhat “tropical” effect to any yard. I especially like it around pools for 
exactly this reason. Though it rarely blooms within most parts of Canada, 
it’s still worth planting solely for its foliage size and texture.

Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii): An eye-catching grass that 
also grows about five feet in height. The lush green leaves of mid-summer 
give way to distinctive three-part seedheads with a purplish colour. 
The grand finale of the growing season occurs when the leaves turn a  
reddish-copper colour. 

Karl Foerster Reed Grass (Calamagrostis x acutiflora Karl Foerster): 
Though this grass is commonly used, I still find it irresistible. Its seed 
heads are very unique and look somewhat like wheat. It is extremely 
hardy and drought/salt tolerant. Mass planting is best and it has an early 
spring show of growth that not many other grasses possess. Look for new 
varieties of this grass with white or green margins.

Maidenhair (Miscanthus sinensis): I use five-foot maidenhair grass for 
its beautiful ultra fine texture and its great contrast with larger leafed 
plants and large stone pieces. It has gorgeous seed plums as well! Look 
for varieties such as “Morning Light,” “Huron Sunrise” or “Graziella” for 
a variety of foliage and seed head colours.

Sometimes space just doesn’t allow for such large and bold plantings as 
mentioned above. Dwarf grasses are the answer to a much daintier statement.

Blue Fescue and other dwarf grasses: Adding blue foliage such as 
“Elijah Blue Fescue” can really brighten up the autumn landscape. The 
colour is very complementary to much of the oranges and golds that 
naturally occur in fall. Though these grasses are small, a mass planting 
of five or more makes a beautiful statement to any garden. Other dwarf 
grasses to look for are dwarf maidenhair, little Bluestem (for fall colour) 
and dwarf fountain grass; all great for rock gardens as well.

Ornamental grasses offer a unique opportunity for a vertical element, 
much different than what small trees and shrubs offer. Their herbaceous 
nature makes them ideal for difficult areas prone to snow piling where 
an upright plant component is needed. Bear in mind, fall is not the best 
time to plant grasses. Spring is the ideal planting time and will give you 
a great rate of survival.

 I have seen whole gardens planted with only grasses that look so 
distinct in their uniformity, so don’t be afraid of adding different varieties 
to one area. Try planting a grass (or three) in an area toward the middle to 
front of a garden bed. This can add an unexpected surprise and really give 
a fresh sense of randomness that is often lost in gardens that are seemingly 
“too planned.” Best of luck!  OH

g a r d e n i n g
Planning, Delivering and Installation.
We do it all...
except cook the turkey!

Expressions for your home – Inside and Out

Order between Thanksgiving and November 1st  
and you can have it in before Christmas!

If you can’t find it here, it’s probably at  
“Our Store Next Door - Hanover Rona”  

516, 22nd Ave. Hanover, ON  

519-506-1000
www.ourprojectcentre.com

Site Preparation | Septic Systems | Grading | Excavating | Driveways | Foundations

Want to save your trees  
and the evironment?
Ask us about Biofilter  
Septic Systems.

Building a new home  
or renovating?

Ask us about site preparation.

Commercial or  
Residential?
We’ve got the equipment  
to get the job done and  
30 years experience.

You’ve got questions?
We’ve got answers.

RR#3 Holland Centre, ON  N0H 1R0
519-794-2380 | www.mactaylor.com

50th �nniversary
1961–2011

50th �nniversary
1961–2011

Proud supporter
This winter, enjoy the comfort and simplicity of a  

John Deere 3E Series Compact Tractor. With a big selection 

of attachments, big power and big savings, dashing through 

the snow has never been easier or more affordable. 

Your success is our success.  
And the key to both is a quality John Deere tractor. 

We’re BIG on 
Snow Days.

Stayner
705-428-6232

Visit all Ontario locations online at www.Hurontractor.com, or locally at:

Walkerton
519-881-2231

CHatSWortH
519-794-2480

HUR3X40901OH-4C

30  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 1



Broken Concrete?  
Broken Asphalt?

WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!

BEFORE

AFTER
many many applications

1-800-206-6097
EnviroPaving.com

Driveways • Patios • Decks 
Docks • Pathways • Steps

Rubber Paving is affordable, beautiful and durable.
Improved traction, comfort & snow removal.

Unlimited “No Questions Asked” 5 year Guarantee 
Our surface won’t crack! 

Our estimates are always friendly and FREE call

Grubb & Gutscher today!

FAUCETS

Morethan just granite countertops...
Come visit our newly renovated showroom & facility: 

672 Welham Rd, Barrie, ON x 705.727.0096 x www.dipietradesign.com

Canadian-made countertops
at factory direct pricing

...in just 10 days
We will complete your Dream Kitchen or Bath with a solid 
difference. We bring our craftsmanship and passion to 
every project regardless of size. Our in-house award winning 
designers will work with you to bring your project to 
completion with the largest selection of Granite, Marble, Quartz, 
Slate & Glass in the region. Come let us inspire you with our 
passion, pride & professionalism at Di Pietra Design.

C A N A D I A N  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

P r o u d l y  C a n a d i a n

    
    

 COME SEE

    
  U

S ABOUT O
UR

 VALU
E-ADDED PRICING!

DiPietraF11.indd   1 11-08-22   2:49 PM

Chatsworth, Ontario and build your dream  
home minutes from Owen Sound.
Includes large spacious lots, existing mature tree lines, newly paved streets, municipally piped water, natural gas, bell, cable tv,  
electrical hook-ups and only a ten to twelve minute drive south of Owen Sound in the village of Chatsworth.  
Close to hospital, schools, parks, arena, ball diamonds and much more

For more information, call Bob at 519 669-3500 or Dennis at 519 669-5171

Jump into



THE PLACE: Everything is custom and the possibilities are endless. 

Exquisite Wood Designs Inc. (EWD) is a company built on passion, 

talent, creativity and customer service. Owners Bryan Duncan and 

John Carscadden combined their backgrounds in high-end furniture 

design to offer quality custom cabinetry that they design and 

manufacture right on site. Selling direct to the customer not only 

enables them to offer their products at more reasonable prices, but 

also ensures quality and satisfaction. At the Owen Sound showroom, 

you can view samples of EWD’s detailed woodwork and choose from 

a large variety of countertop styles and materials.

AGAINST 
THE GRAIN

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Continued on page 36

Custom Fireplaces
Built-ins
Home Offices
Kitchens & Vanities

Offering quality finishes.

Traditional and 
contemporary styling.

Professional design and 
installation services.

Storage solutions to  
meet every budget!

w w w . d o i d g e t i m b r m a r t s . c a 
Kincardine showroom      1768 Hwy #21 North    519.396.3355     800.499.4403
Miller Lake showroom      Highway 6 Miller Lake        519.795.7729         800.450.3857

So much more  
than just  kitchens!
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THE STYLE: With everything being custom, the style is all your 

own. It doesn’t stop at cabinetry either. Kitchens, bathrooms, 

staircases, closets, office spaces, mouldings and trim are all part of 

the EWD team’s extensive skill set. You’ll work one-on-one with a 

design specialist who will use state-of-the-art 3-D software to bring 

your project to life. “What makes us different is we make the process 

fun and stress-free because we love what we do,” says John.

THE PROJECT: The team at EWD recently worked with homeowners 

outside Meaford to create some beautiful rooms and features in their 

new home (as seen in these photos). A complete custom and highly 

functional kitchen, a baker’s pantry, a contemporary laundry room 

with ample storage, a gorgeous fireplace surround and a uniquely 

designed laundry room are all testaments to the care, talent and 

professionalism that goes into all of their work. The bathroom vanities 

and trim work throughout the home are also EWD’s handiwork. 

SEASONAL: As the season turns, homeowners are focusing on 

interior projects. Custom furniture, wall units, closet organizers, 

bars and wine cellars take precedence. “The fact that we can 

design just about anything keeps us busy right through the off 

season,” explains John.

FAVOURITES: When it comes to cabinetry, designs that always top 

the must-have list are: hidden compartments, magic corners, specialty 

pantries, removable spice-rack systems and integrated cabinetry 

motion. “In terms of products we offer,” says John, “my personal 

favourite is our Homapal collection of exotic alloys and solid acrylics.”

WHERE: 1980 20th St. E., Owen Sound

519.370.0808, www.ewdesigns.ca  OH

183 Goderich St., PORT ELGIN, ON | 519 832 9085 | www.littlesfurniture.ca

Little’s...Come Back to Comfort
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CHomeowners may feel a sense of panic when empathizing with 
families in these unfortunate locales, but what level of insurance is 
reasonable when dealing with the kinds of weather-related emergencies 
that we experience in Ontario? Typhoons and hurricanes don’t affect us, 
but landslides, floods, blizzards or tornadoes can and do happen regularly.

How much home insurance is enough?
“You need enough insurance to rebuild from the ground up, including 

debris removal,” says Kevin Hodgins, secretary-treasurer, Southwestern 
Ontario Chapter, Insurance Institute of Ontario. This could 
be more than the price of your home because of the 
economies of scale: contractors get good deals on 
labour and material when building many homes at 
the same time, but rebuilding one home can cost 
much more.

Or it could cost less, according to Brian 
Maltman, executive director at General 
Insurance OmbudService. “You get 
overheated markets like Toronto, 
where homes in some parts of the city 
are selling for many times (more than) 
what it would take to rebuild them.”

How much is too much?
No one wants to be “insurance 

poor,” but being seriously over-
insured is almost guaranteed not to 
happen, according to Maltman, because 
of the way insurance companies calculate the 
replacement value of your house.

What kinds of insurance do I need?
A package or comprehensive policy ensures that the building itself is 

insured, as well as the contents and the mortgage are all covered. Other 
types of coverage are also part of a comprehensive policy, like riders on 
special items or items of greater value. This type of policy also usually 
includes liability insurance. 

Contents insurance is limited, according to Maltman, so it’s a good 
idea to have expensive jewelry appraised (or other items that fall outside 
the normal range of value for your type of house) and covered with a rider.

“Be aware that there are limitations on things like jewelry, furs, 
computer software, collector items – and sometimes even bicycles 
and silverware. Go over the limitations with your agent or broker,”  
urges Hodgins.

Mortgage insurance ensures that the lender is covered in the case 
of injury or death of one or more of the owners. It can also ensure that 
the house is paid off through insurance, so as not to be a burden to the 
surviving spouse.

One million dollars is the usual amount for liability within most 
comprehensive policies. This protects the homeowner in case someone is 
injured on their property. Some policies include $2 million liability coverage.

What’s not covered?
“Floods,” says Maltman. “Because they are predictable (in 

some areas) and because they usually involve many houses.”
He says, however, a flood due to a sewer back-up 

is usually covered by comprehensive policies.
What about deductibles?
A higher deductible means a lower premium 

and vice versa. This is because most claims are 
on the lower end, says Maltman. “Ask yourself, 

‘Could I afford to pay that first $1,000 (if that’s your 
deductible amount)?’ That’s the first question,” he adds. If 
the answer is no, a $1,000 payout would be tough, go with a 
lower deductible and higher premium.

What questions should I ask?
When buying a new home: “Question the seller about 

any water-related losses. If they have occurred, ask what 
steps were taken to ensure it wouldn’t happen again,” 
says Hodgins.

When renewing insurance annually: “Ask yourself if 
there’s anything you should talk over with your broker 
or agent,” cautions Maltman. Have you done extensive 

renovations that would affect the replacement cost of your 
home; have you purchased expensive art or jewelry; has 

anything changed in your home in the past year? 
What should I be aware of?
There are discounts allowed if you have fire or burglary 

protection systems, being mortgage free and often for 
insuring your house and car with the same insurer, according to Hodgins.

The bottom line:
“There are discounts for being and remaining claims free, so consider 

your insurance as protecting against disasters rather than a home 
maintenance policy,” says Hodgins. OH

For more information: www.giocanada.org, www.insuranceinstitute.ca 

ENSURING YOUR
INSURANCE

BY  J I L L  E LL I S

Catastrophes across the world have put the insurance industry under a spotlight over 
the past few years, with typhoons in Thailand, hurricanes along the U.S. Gulf Coast 
and earthquakes in Chile, just to name a few.  

r e a l  e s t a t e

Don t get lef
 in the cold.

THE QUIETEST 
AND MOST 

EFFICIENT FURNACE
YOU CAN BUY.1

Offer expires 12/2/2011.
© 2011 Lennox Industries Inc. *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. See 
dealer for details. †Visit www.oee.nrcan.gc.ca for more information on the application process and list of qualifying 
heating and cooling equipment. 1Based on sound pressure levels during steady-state, high-fire and low-fire 
operation of Lennox SLP98UH070V36B and leading competitive units at mid-point temperature rise and minimum 
external static pressure when set up per Section 4.5.3 of ARI 260. See your participating Lennox® dealer for details. 
Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.

Lennox knows you don’t compromise. And neither 
do we. That’s why we dedicate ourselves to making 
quality home heating and cooling products. So go 
ahead, get comfortable.

1201 1st Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON  N4K 2E4

519-376-0736
www.riddellcontracting.com
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1-800-567-3280       www.thistlewoodtimberframe.com       Markdale

- reclaimed woods - full build “green” options -  project management - 

- handcrafted timber frame structures - flooring - stairs - mantles -

from the great indoors!

R

Enjoy the view...
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     SKI SHACK TOCountry Estate
BY  J IM  FOX  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

A
A correction – the new log home the two have custom built is far from 

the ski shack that once stood on these grounds.
The gravel laneway to the home is covered by a high forest canopy of 

towering trees that protects one’s passage when snow falls and leads to a 
rustic log home set in a country landscape of forested rolling hills.

The Hallmans chose this 10-acre site because of its proximity to their 
workplace, Hallman Motors in Hanover. “It’s only 10 minutes from 
town,” says Sherry. “After working with the public all day, it’s nice to 
escape for a while. The house is simple but nice and quiet. It’s so private. 
We love it here!”

A rustic wooden sign before a bright forest backdrop of cedars, pine and bright maples 
states: WELCOME TO OUR COUNTRY SHACK. The welcoming sentiment is 
genuine. The friendly hospitality of Eric and Sherry Hallman is never in doubt as they 
invite you into their comfortable log country home between Durham and Hanover.

The Colonial Concepts Log Home 
was shipped to its current location 
on 10 acres of forest and rolling hills 
near Hanover, then constructed 
by Chris Schaus of Inline Builders. 
OPPOSITE MIDDLE LEFT: Guests 
are welcomed to the country by this 
rustic sign at the end of their long 
laneway. OPPOSITE BOTTOM LEFT: 
A charming garden shed to match 
the house. OPPOSITE BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Homeowners Sherry and 
Eric Hallman enjoy working in one 
of the many beautiful gardens 
planted on the property.
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The house, a Colonial Concepts Log Homes model was shipped to 
the present site from Lindsay, Ontario and the logs were stacked then 
constructed by Chris Schaus of Inline Builders, who is also responsible 
for the stunning interior finishing.

Eric and Sherry lived for almost three years in a small house on the 
property while their dream home was being constructed. This transition 
home was built in the late ‘50s on the foundation of a cross-country ski chalet.

The terrain, so suitable for skiing, is what originally attracted the 
homeowners. In Eric’s words, “We’ve had this parcel of land for seven 
or eight years. We spent some time looking for a piece of property in the 
country with plans of building some day. The reason we liked this site is 
because there was no level land. In fall the property is really, really nice.” 
Sherry agrees, “In the fall, with our eastern exposure, as the sun goes 
down in the west, the reflections make the maple bush look like it’s on 
fire – it’s awesome.”

Excavating and designing of the “flow” of the land was done by 
Cedarwell Excavating with input from Schaus. Ground Effects 
Landscapes of Hanover prepared and seeded the planted areas, and this 
season, Schaus added a unique curved entrance path of interlocking brick 
from Grey Bruce Brick & Landscape Supply of Hanover. The many 
attractive flowerbeds enhancing the home, created by Sherry herself, 
provide a stunning backdrop for the garden crafts she creates. “Flowers 
are my passion,” she smiles. 

 “I always had in mind a log home,” she says. “Now I can fill it with 
family heirlooms and antiques that I’ve collected over the years.” The 
historic pieces that grace the home seem to have always existed here. 
The furniture complements the comfortable country interior. From the 
refurbished dining set to the unique, antique dressers and bureaus found 
in the master bedroom, the treasured pieces that Sherry has introduced 
are perfectly at home in the rustic setting.

“We looked at plans for years,” explains Sherry, “focusing on the 
outside rather than the inside,” Eric adds, “We found the exterior of the 
house we liked with Colonial Concepts, then we designed the interior 
ourselves.” Inside, the Hallmans wanted an open-concept design for easy 
entertaining. In their previous home, the couple found that their space 
was broken up and guests inevitably gathered in the kitchen. Their new, 
much more spacious kitchen includes a huge island and stainless steel 
appliances (Modern Appliance Centre in Hanover) and has become, as 
expected, the social hub of their new home too, except no one is left out 
here. Sherry helped Schaus design the solid wood cabinetry and Schaus 
built and installed the cabinets. Continued on page 44

A huge slab island with bar seating 
provides a great space for the Hallmans 
to entertain guests and prepare tasty 
feasts. BELOW LEFT: The dining area 
off the kitchen is set for a simple lunch. 
BELOW RIGHT: Antique furniture and 
collectibles acquired over the years 
give the new kitchen a familiar comfort.

A solid wood staircase anchors the open-
concept living space and leads upstairs to the 
guest rooms and downstairs to the walkout 
basement. BELOW LEFT: An incredibly efficient 
geothermal system installed by Tom Ramage 
of Northern Heating and Ventilation. BELOW 
MIDDLE: A woodwaiter lifts firewood from the 
basement to the main floor, next to the fireplace. 
BELOW RIGHT: With a crackling fire, the living 
room represents true country comfort.
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Next to the food preparation area, a refinished mid-century modern 
dining table painted a tasteful cream is ready to accommodate visiting guests. 
“I love this table,” says Sherry. “It has plenty of extra leaves for occasions like 
Thanksgiving when we have all the family home.”

A wood-burning fireplace, faced in river-rock cultured stone, rises 23 
feet to the cathedral ceiling and is the focal point of the family room. A 
unique feature is the woodwaiter that allows Eric to easily lift logs from the 
basement to a wood box beside the hearth. “The fireplace basically heats 
the entire house in winter,” Eric says. “It saves a lot in energy.” So does the 
home’s state of the art geothermal energy plant installed by Tom Ramage 
of Northern Heating and Ventilation in Owen Sound. The modern 
water furnace and in-floor heating for tiled areas, along with forced air, air 
conditioning provide the Hallmans with energy-efficient cool summers 
and warm winters. “Tom and his people were more than accommodating 
in helping me spec a system out for our new home,” says Eric. “They had 
someone come in and give us a couple of different options on systems and 
explained why they went with the system they did, and it all made sense 
to me. There was no cutting corners with Tom and I now understand why.”

The main floor of the Hallman home is purposely designed by the 
homeowners to allow for easy flow-through of people with an eye to 
functionality. The large three-car garage has easy access to the kitchen 
via a mudroom. Steps away lies a large laundry room with a modern 
combination washer/dryer, complete with lots of freezer space and a 
vintage mid-century sink. 

The master bedroom, beside the family room, opens onto the huge sun 
deck. The en suite bathroom with its modern stand-alone tub and large 
glassed-in shower, like all the main floor spaces, is flooded with natural 
light and provides a wonderful view of the forest beyond.

 “We designed the home to be plain and easy,” states Sherry. “We 
wanted the office and guest bedrooms upstairs and everything on the 
main floor to be within reach and easily accessible.” The couple’s hopes 
have been realized. 

The owners’ thorough pre-planning results in a comfortable 
country home that is both practical and beautiful. This cosy log 
home is at one with its environment and in sync with the couple’s  
busy lives.  OH

The large master bath lets in lots of natural light 
and has plenty of charm with a relaxing vessel tub, 

his-and-her pedestal sinks and glassed-in shower. TOP 
RIGHT: The Hallmans used antique furniture pieces 

as washstands and bathroom storage throughout the 
home to maintain the country allure. BOTTOM RIGHT: 

The master bedroom sports a colourful quilt and 
direct access to the deck through double patio doors.

������ �����
home décor � etc.

Art • Furniture
Mirrors • Gifts 

Jewellery • Candles 
Baby

661 Goderich St., Port Elgin • 519-389-3388661 Goderich St., Port Elgin • 519-389-3388

Not your ordinary 
home décor store

Trademark owned or controlled by 
The Canadian Real Estate Association. 

Used under license.

$149,

Life Blooms
in

1-855-230-4200  
meafordhaven.ca

How do you like them apples?

e. & o.e.

OurHomes summer 2011
1/4 pg 3.1/2” x 4 7/8”

Adult lifestyle homes from

heating cost on your  

NEW HOME!

• ICF Walls • Concrete Foundations
• Driveways • Sidewalks • Patios
• Stamped Concrete • Agricultural

LICENSED ICF INSTALLER 

R.R. # 5, Mildmay, ON

Call for quote! 
519.367.3383

Save energy costs on your home with 
Insulated ConCrete walls.

Cost comparable with conventional building cost.
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One of the best ways to make summer 
last through the long hard months of 
winter is preserving. Sure, it may seem 
counterintuitive to stand before a hot stove 
over a steaming vat of boiling water for 
hours on end in the middle of a heat wave. 
But come January, when a look out the 
window reveals a whitewashed and frozen 
landscape, your efforts will be rewarded.

One of my favourite things to “put up” is green beans. Every year 
I grow too many of them in my garden. And while I do love fresh 
beans, one gets tired of eating them night after night. This simple 
(and quicker than most) pickle is a great way to bring a taste of 
summer to your table any time of year. It’s also a great introductory 
pickle for first timers. It’s almost no-fail, it doesn’t take hours and 
the results are amazing.

Use your pickled beans as you would any pickle. They make 
great partners to ham and cheese sandwiches, or make a fantastic 
garnish for a spicy Caesar (drink, not salad!). They also make a great 
late-night snack straight from the jar!

Happy preserving!

TO PREPARE:
•	 Trim stem ends from beans. Cut into about 3.5-inch lengths and set aside.
•	 Into each of the four 500 mL canning jars, place two sprigs of 

dill, two pieces garlic, 1 tsp peppercorns, 1 tsp pickling spice and 
a pinch of red pepper flakes.

•	 Pack beans, cut sides up, into jars as tightly as possible.
•	 Meanwhile, bring water, vinegar and salt to boil. Reduce heat 

and simmer for three minutes. Add hot liquid to jars to within a 
half-inch of top of jar. Using a non-metallic utensil, remove air 
bubbles and adjust headspace (distance between liquid and top 
of jar) by adding more beans or hot liquid as required. 

•	 Cover with prepared lids. Screw on bands until resistance is met; 
then increase to fingertip tight. Boil in boiling water canner for 
10 minutes. Remove from water and let cool completely on racks.

For new-comers to preserving, or experienced preservers 
looking for a little inspiration, check out Bernardin’s website for 
a wealth of tips, trouble-shooting and a huge selection of recipes. 
www.bernardin.ca   OH

RECIPE:
Makes four 500 ml jars

2 lb green beans, approx – you 
can also use a combination of 
green and yellow beans

8 small sprigs fresh dill

4 cloves garlic, halved

4 tsp peppercorns

4 tsp pickling spice

½ to ¼ tsp crushed red 
pepper flakes (optional)

2 ½ cups water

2 ½ cups white vinegar

2 tbsp pickling salt

PICKLED DILLY BEANS
BY  MAR IA  DAS I LVA  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SCOTT  HUNTER

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

17 George St, Caledon  519-927-1789
Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound  519-376-4434

www.ccharm.com

Bedrooms  Buffets & Hutches  Chairs & Rockers  Tables  Home Office

Furniture to match your look and needs. 
Let us design and build for your home.

A little temptation ...
 from those who spend their lives trying to avoid it.

Cell: 519.385.0276           Email: linda@bowershomes.ca 
519.396.5522   www.bowershomes.ca

23 Harvey Lane Kincardine – $349,900  Minutes north of Kincardine. Utilizing the lot to its max 
this little hideaway offers more than just privacy. The Bunkie sits atop the hill then down a few steps to the 
main cottage deck area. Wonderful lake views from the front deck or the great room kitchen. Come let  
castle building be the sport of the day! MLS# 410821000423000 

  

420 Murray Blvd , Kincardine – $302,500         
Spacious, raised ranch, three plus one bedrooms, two 
baths. Main floor laundry, propane fireplace in family 
room. Two tiered deck ready for your hot tub with 
direct connect for your BBQ.  MLS# 410822000101340    

New Listing!  – $425,000  Quiet and private. With a super efficient heating/cooling system that has an 
endless supply of hot water, all this three plus two bedroom bungalow with three baths needs is a family. Sitting 
on a 1.5 acre lot only five minutes to “town”. The open concept of the main level has gleaming oak flooring 
accented by maple trim, maple kitchen cabinets. The ensuite features its own private deck to access the hot tub. 
In-floor heating on the lower level. Even your cars will be happy in the in-floor heated garage! 

568 Hunter Street Kincardine  – $362,400 
incl. HST.  The Huron – a traditional two storey home  
with a few special features. Three bedrooms, 2 ½ baths,  
main floor laundry. Cathedral ceiling in the great room, 
formal dining room or den.  MLS # 410822000101624           

NEW PRICE  –  $145,900  324 Highland Drive – brief walk to sandy Bruce Beach. Rustic charm! Super  
cabin/campsite with deeded access to Bruce Beach. Built in 1970, three bedroom cottage sits on a concrete 
block foundation. Great cottage/camp for those who love back to basics. There is also a lot available at 322 
Highland Drive $79,900. MLS # 410716000828309    

Linda Bowers, Broker
Exchange Realty Co. Brokerage
969 Queen Street Kincardine, ON

 Largest Showroom in the Area

EX TRAORD INARY  W INDOW FASH I ONS

Celebrate in style.

Silhouette® window shadings

Manufacturer’s

Rebate
Limited Time O�er!

Visit this participating Hunter Douglas dealer from
Sept. 1st to Dec. 16th, 2011 to find out how you
can receive a Manufacturer’s Rebate on select
Hunter Douglas products.

Celebrate the Season
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H
HOME GROWN

Harvest season is here! Everything you need to feed your family healthy, delicious meals each 
day can be found right here in Grey Bruce! OUR HOMES is thrilled to introduce you to some 
of our region’s hardworking food producers. From livestock farmers and orchard owners to 
produce pros and market managers, we’ve got your kitchen table covered.

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

 Steve and Lisa Ernewein, and their five children 
Emily, Jordan, Aaron, Lillian and Benjamin
Meadowbrook Family Farm, Walkerton
S P EC I A LT I ES :  Lamb is our real specialty, but we also raise free-run pork, 
pastured poultry and Angus beef. Everything is naturally grown.
W H AT ’S  I N  S E ASO N ?  Everything’s in season in the fall. Our pasture-raised lamb 
is only available in the fall, and chicken and pork are ready then too. Cattle and 
lamb finished on locally produced grains are available through most of the year.
FAVO U R I T E  H O L I DAY  M E A L :  We usually feed about 30 people and usually 
have a leg of lamb and a pastured broiler chicken. 
F I N D  U S :  At the farm or at farmers’ markets in Kincardine on Saturdays and 
Walkerton on Fridays. Continued on page 50

155 High St., Southampton  519.797.1869
dwinteriorsonline.com

Exquisite Window Treatments created in our workroom. 
Custom Draperies, Blinds, Roman Blinds, Shutters,Wallpaper, 
Custom Bedding, Reupholstery, Space Planning, Consultation 

DESIGNING WOMEN
I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  A . R . I . D . O .

Live your style

Hwy 6 & 21 Owen Sound (Springmount) www.thefyreplace.com

519.371.2963
Since 1973

Fontanini – Bradford Exhange – Boyds
Charming Tails – Angels Among Us
and Trees – Lights – Wreaths – Etc.
Different 1/2 Price Specials Daily
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 Grace Lambe (Grandma)
Grandma Lambe’s Country Market, 
Meaford & Chatsworth
S P EC I A LT I ES :  Apples and pies. We 
grow our own apples, raspberries, 
pumpkins and pears, and offer other 
in-season local produce too.
W H AT ’S  I N  S E ASO N ?  Fall is all about 
apples, apple pie and pumpkin pie. We 
grow 16 different varieties of apples and 
October is our busiest month of the year.
FAVO U R I T E  H O L I DAY  D I S H :  
Pumpkin pie! I also really like our 
homemade minced meat pies.
W H Y  C H O OS E  G RA N D M A  L A M B E ’S? 
We’re a five-generation, family-run 
business – a country store with old-
fashioned hospitality. My customers 
become my friends. It’s the public that 
makes it so wonderful. We want everyone 
to feel welcome and I think they do. 

Gerald and Shari-Lynn  
te Velde 

Twin Creeks Organic Farm,  
(Between Meaford & Owen Sound)

S P EC I A LT Y:  We’re a diverse small farm.  
Our specialties are grass-fed livestock, 

pastured poultry and pork, and organic 
produce. All our livestock and vegetables  

are certified naturally grown.
W H AT ’S  I N  S E ASO N ?  By September 

most vegetables are ready, including root 
crops and storage vegetables. Our chickens, 

turkeys and livestock are all in season too.
W H Y  B U Y  LO CA L?  That’s easy. It’s healthier 
and fresher. We harvest the day of the market 

and have our butcher cut the day of the 
market to offer the freshest food possible. 

Our meats are grass-fed, which means 
they’re leaner and only contain natural fats 
– definitely a healthier option. If there were 

more small farms like us, the local economies 
would be stronger too.

F I N D  U S :  At the farm or at farmers’ markets 
in Meaford on Fridays and Collingwood  

on Saturdays.

Continued on page 52

RIGHT COMFORT       RITE SUPPORT       RITE PRICE

Sleep Rite specializes in sleep 
systems that provide the right 
posture, balance and support.

We understand that it’s not just 
about buying a mattress, it’s 
about a good night’s sleep.

www.sleeprite.ca
732 - 10th Street Hanover, ON

Tel: 519-506-1170 | Email: info@sleeprite.ca

Your sleep specialty store!

Located on Grey Road # 4, Maxwell, Ontario
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 Luke 
Charbonneau
Hi-Berry Farm, 
Saugeen Shores
S P EC I A LT Y:  Fresh fruits and 
vegetables in season. We only 
sell what we grow.
W H AT ’S  I N  S E ASO N ?  Just 
about everything, including 
pumpkins, squash, gourds, 
sweet corn, carrots, potatoes, 
beets, apples, broccoli, 
cabbage, onions, peppers and 
eggplant; and the list goes on.
W H Y  B U Y  LO CA L?  When 
you buy local you know where 
your food comes from and 
you can talk to the people who 
produce it. The fewer degrees 
of separation between you  
and the field, the better. We 
sell everything right on site  
in our store.
FAVO U R I T E  H O L I DAY 

D I S H :  Squash soup and 
scalloped potatoes (recipes on 
our website).

HANOVER SHOWROOM 170 3rd Street, Across from the Racetrack | Telephone: 519.364.3800 | Toll Free: 800.265.5533 
CAMBRIDGE SHOWROOM 150 Holiday Inn Drive, Hwy. 24 just North of 401, Take Hwy. 24 North 
 Keep right onto Groh Ave., Follow to Holiday Inn Drive | Telephone: 519.658.9313 | Toll Free: 800.265.2370

DURHAM
Handcrafted Solid Wood Furniture  
                                         Since 1899

Visit our Showroom, Factory and Design Studio: 
5509 Hwy 9 Clifford, On  
519.327.8957  |  www.royaloakkitchens.ca

Custom manufactured. Thoughtfully designed. Just for you.
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Catherine A. Kuhl 
and Marilyn McNabb 

Keady Market, Keady
S P EC I A LT I ES :  You can find just about 
everything at the Keady Market, but we 

are best known for our livestock live 
auction, beef ring, produce and antiques. 

We’re open every Tuesday year-round.
W H AT ’S  I N  S E ASO N ?  Fall is a busy 

time for many of our vendors. Apples, 
cattle, cabbage, peaches, onions, brussels 
sprouts, shrubs and perennials are just a 

few of the items you’ll find here.
CAT H E R I N E ’S  A DV I C E :  When people 

ask me who has the best something, I 
always say to buy from a vendor who isn’t 
selling every fruit and vegetable because 

they’re likely not growing it.
W H Y  B U Y  LO CA L?  Because it’s as  

fresh as possible and supports the  
local economy.

 Bob Cline
Sound View Orchards & Country 
Store, Owen Sound
S P EC I A LT Y:  Apples of just about 
every variety. We grow pears too.
W H AT ’S  I N  S E ASO N ?  Apple picking 
begins in August and goes right 
through until the end of October. You 
can pick your own or buy them already 
picked. In our store we sell a variety of 
home-baked goods and products year-
round. Jams, apple cider and honey 
are among favourites.
FAVO U R I T E  A P P L E  D I S H ES :  
Apple pie of course! Apple strudel is 
tasty too, but I like apples best fresh 
off the tree and I eat applesauce 
every single day.  OH

 

Markdale, ON      519 986 3339      www.designinyourstyle.com

Visit us online - 
professional help is just a click away!

Your ONLINE directory
for local trades and suppliers

Affordable advertising packages available

CONTACT US TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS:
advertise@greybrucetrades.ca
519-986-2912 or 519-923-6731

Looking for Tradespeople?

GreyBruceTrades.ca

The Area’s Premier Moving Company For Over 40 Years
JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS

519-376-7613 johnthompsonmovers@jtmovers.com 1-800-567-5354

MOVING YOUR WORLD!
• Local, National, Worldwide Moving

• Competitive Prices, Professional Service

• Temperature Controlled Warehouse

• Public Self Storage

• On Site Storage “U Can”

Sun Protection Films
s u n s c r e e n f o r y o u r w i n d o w s

555 1st St. E. Owen Sound, ON N4K 6C4
T: 519.376.7610 C: 519.373.7911

Installing Sun Protection
window film is a great way

to save energy!

"Have a safe and sunny day”
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MEMORABLEDesigns
S P E C I A L  E V E N T  D E C O R
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1723 Hwy 9 • Mildmay, ON N0G 2J0 519-507-1723
 www.carrickwines.ca • info@carrickwines.ca
Located 5 km North of Mildmay on Highway 9

Carrick Wines 
& Ciders

in the fall....  
 

A beautiful place to stop and 
visit.

 

Plan a trip to stop by Carrick Wines this fall.  
Tours for groups of all sizes are available.
 See the vineyard at harvest, the warehouse, 

production facilities as well as enjoy a stop in  
century home wine cellar for tastings. 

 Be sure to check our selection of gift ideas!

408016 Hwy#4, Maxwell, ON
Phone 519-922-1010

threadzthatbind.com

ThreadsThat Bind
     Today’s gifts...tomorrow’s heirlooms.

fabric & patterns   
quilts & supplies   

notions & gifts
   books & classes

JANOME Dealer

G R E A T  L I V I N G  S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E

pursuits

MIMI’S ROOF TOP CAFE & COFFEE BAR  
Overlooking the runways at the Wiarton Keppel Airport, Mimi’s is full of 
surprises. With a local and/or organic mandate for ingredients, this is the 

place to find a classic 
farm kitchen breakfast 
with local farm fresh 
eggs, hash browns 
made from real locally 
grown potatoes, fresh 
baked bread made 
from locally grown 
and milled organic 
flours; even the jams 
are homemade! Mimi’s 
offers delicious fair 
trade organic locally 

roasted coffee, espresso, cappuccino and other fun hot and cold drinks.
New this year, the cafe is open year-round on the weekends.
Conveniently located on the snowmobile trail serving tasty selections to warm 
you up on the inside. Reservations not usually needed but always welcome and 
especially helpful for larger groups. Check website for latest details!
501262 Grey Rd One, two minutes east of Wiarton
519.377.0837 www.mimiscafe.ca  
(Please see ad on page 59)

MACLEAN’S ALES  
Charles MacLean opened MacLean’s Ales in 2009 on his small farm in Normanby, 
West Grey to produce traditional ales – beers that are brewed in small batches 
and are full of flavour. Trained as a brewer in London, England, he brings 

27 years of experience at a number of craft 
breweries in Ontario.
MacLean’s Pale Ale is the flagship ale, an 
amber coloured malty but well hopped ale that 
is brewed year round. It is on tap at Rocky 
Racoon’s in Owen Sound, Biermans’ in Chesley, 
Barrhead in Markdale, Queen’s Bush in Hanover, 
Noah’s Inn in Neustadt and soon at Rowan’s 
Moon in Durham. In bottles, it is available 
at the brewery and at the Owen Sound and 
Mildmay LCBO stores with more LCBO locations 

in Grey and Bruce Counties to follow.
Also brewed is the Farmhouse Ale, a golden coloured, lightly hopped ale using 
the Nugget hops grown on the farm. Additionally there are some rotating 
seasonal beers such as brown ale, Scotch ale, IPA, porter and stout. 
Hours: Fri & Sat 12-5
212744 Baseline Road, West Grey ON
519.369.5061
(Please see ad on page 59)

LESLIEVILLE CHEESE MARKET NORTH  
Leslieville Cheese Market North is located at the corner of Hwy’s 10 and 4 in Flesherton ON.
This is the third Leslieville Cheese Market location and we’re thrilled to be a part of the business community of Grey Highlands 
and the thriving new “Food community” of Flesherton. We offer a full selection of Canadian and international cheeses, local 
cured and smoked meats, olive oils, mustards, antipasti and everything you need for that perfect Pasta. 
We feature our homemade dips and Hummus, made fresh in our West end store and shipped directly to us every week. 
If you’re entertaining for the weekend, having an intimate dinner party or just wanting a wonderful snack, we have what you’re 
looking for.
We also feature our famous grilled cheese sandwiches. Aged Cheddar and bacon, Beemster Vlaskaas, a creamy aged Gouda and 
Provolone and all beef Summer Sausage.
Leslieville Cheese Market North, 10 Sydenham St.,Flesherton, 519.924.9900 
(Please see ad on page 59)

SENT WITH LOVE  
Sent With Love has made 
its home in the small 
village of Shallow Lake for 
the past 14 years. 
We are a full florist. Make 
magical wedding dreams 
come true with our flowers 
and decorating service.
We also carry home decor 
items that change monthly.
Special dates to remember:
September 10th - War Veterans Day: Buy a yellow bow to show your support
October – Beautiful Thanksgiving centerpieces for your harvest table
November 12th: Our Christmas open house from 9am-4pm
291 Princess St, Shallow Lake
519.935.3003  
(Please see ad on page 59)

MEMORABLE DESIGNS 
When you are planning a special event of 
any size, style, type or theme, Memorable 
Designs can help. Memorable Events is their 
passion and reputation. Design, rentals, 
specialty linens and fresh florals can all be 
coordinated through this diverse company. 
They do it all. Personal consultation and 
hands-on showroom space offers every client 
the best small town service possible. An 
extensive website www.memorabledesigns.
ca highlights hundreds of photos of past 
events, current inventories, floral designs 
and new items arriving.
Located in the centre of Grey Bruce at Desboro, the  
showroom/warehouse is open by appointment 519.372.4809  
or email carolyn@memorabledesigns.ca (Please see ad on page 57)
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17 Toronto Street South, Markdale, ON
519.986.4119

Charming Shopping Experience
For a Simply

291 Princess Street · Shallow Lake · ON · N0H 2K0
519.935.3003 · 1.877.605.9171

 

slslot@hotmail.com

Sent With Love
Flowers, Gifts & Decorating

GIVE YOUR 
BUSINESS 

the benefit of 
 premium exposure 

to 100,000+ 
targeted 

readership!             

Advertise in our winter  
issue & get noticed.

To reserve an ad contact:
Betty Ann Fawcett • 519.986.2599
bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com

CARRICK WINES
There is plenty to see and do 
on any farm in the fall and the 
vineyard is no exception. By 
planning a tour of Carrick Wines 
now, you are able to see first hand 
the flow from harvest to crushing 
to the end products, wines and 
ciders. A tour typically lasts 90 
minutes and includes a stop in 
the tasting cellar. Tours for any size group are available and can be customized 
to suit the interests of those in attendance. Horticultural students, Gardening 
groups, Service clubs, friends and families are just some examples of groups we 
had come to visit us already. 
Fall is an excellent time to plan a tour at Carrick Wines so get your group 
together and contact us at www.carrickwines.ca now to book your tour 
and discover the finer side of Bruce County (Please see ad on page 57)

FOR A SIMPLY CHARMING SHOPPING EXPERIENCE! 
THE COUNTY LINE: Comfortable 
yet classic lifestyle clothing 
for everyday or a weekend 
away. Tribal, Woolrich, French 
Dressing, Pure Knitwear, Lole 
and Softworks are just a few of 
the smart line we carry.
FANCY THAT: Canadian-made 
Tilley Hats for her, lifestyle 
clothing by Columbia, Neon Buddha, Killtec and the ever popular seamless 
collection by C’est Moi!
PEEK THRU MY WINDOW: (new to our shop) Anvil Island Design located on 
Vancouver Island, B.C. is home to the studio’s workshop of metal artist Jack 
Willoughby. Whimsical designs using natural steel, oxidized steel and/or a 
black matte finish. Come have a peek!
Come Visit Us: Hours Mon-Sat 9-6. 17 Toronto St S, Markdale 
519.986.4119 (Please see ad on page 59)

DISCOVER RIPLEY 
Discover Christmas in Ripley.  The 
3rd Christmas Tour of Homes is 
scheduled for Sunday November 
13th from 1-4 pm and 6-9 pm. This 
tour consists of eight gorgeous 
destinations festively decorated by 
a variety of professional decorators 
and local businesses. The final stop 
will feature homemade baked goods and warm cider for tour goer’s enjoyment! 
Tickets are available in advance for $15.00 at various locations.
Call 519.395.3735 for more information. Join us on Sunday, November 
27th for Christmas in the Park. Parade begins at 6 pm, followed by the 
lighting of Lewis Park, chili, hot dogs, hayrides, free skating at the arena 
and a visit from Santa. (Please see ad on page 57)
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• Decorating advice & videos • Eco solutions  
• Unique home offices • Wonderful homes and exceptional 

photography capturing home life throughout Ontario!

There’s always MORE 
OUR HOMES online

w w w . o u r h o m e s m a g a z i n e . c o m

J’ADORN – EUROPEAN STYLE IN DOWNTOWN KINCARDINE
The staff of J’Adorn is pleased to bring you the best and most beautiful items 
from across Europe and North America. We carry distinctive statement furnishings 
for your home, select garden décor, 
exclusive and exquisite fragrance 
lines, and giftware items that have 
been expressly selected to delight 
the recipient and reflect beautifully 
on the giver. Our carefully edited 
selections come to you from Paris, 
Italy, Europe, Scandinavia, New 
York, and of course, Canada.
519.396.4438 jadorn.ca  
(Please see ad on page 59)
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home buyers from $2,000 to $3,500. This would return fairness to the 
LTT rebate program and allow present day first time home buyers to 
enjoy the same tax savings as buyers in previous years. 

The Ontario LTT is paid on top of other closing costs such as legal 
fees, moving expenses, home inspection fees and mortgage insurance. 
Together, these closing costs eat away at a purchaser’s down payment, 
increasing the size of their mortgage principal.  

The tax punishes young first time home buyers in particular 
because they pay the majority of their closing costs out of their own 
pocket, not from the proceeds of a previous home sale. As a result, 
closing costs, such as LTT, prevent some first time home buyers from 
entering the market altogether. 

As a working REALTOR® I know the dream of home ownership 
among young Ontarians is as strong as it has ever been. Returning 
fairness to the LTT rebate program will go a long way towards ensuring 
that dream continues to flourish.  
www.homeownershipmatters.ca 
(Please see ad on page 45)

THE BRUCE BECKONS – 1979-2011
A beautifully restored log house north of Wiarton, located at 38 

Beckons Lane, just off Hwy 6, is the setting for ‘The Bruce Beckons’. 
This quaint log farmhouse was originally built in Lévis, Quebec, 
between 1800 and 1803.

Gayle Thomas, owner of The Bruce Beckons, arranged to have the 
building dismantled and transported to its present site in 1996. There, 
it was faithfully restored, and sits peacefully amid bush and farmland. 
The property also provides a home for Hector the llama, goats, 
chickens, and pigeons. Two ponds are abundant with wildlife, and it is a 
haven for many species of wild birds, with several feeders always filled 
(all put in at night due to the local bear population!).

The Bruce Beckons is a place to spend a few quiet moments or an 
hour. The staff will greet you with a cup of coffee and friendly banter 
while you browse the shop or roam the grounds.

The log house is home to Canadian-made reproduction pine 
furniture (Camlen Furniture Co.), pewter jewellery, pottery, candles, 
polar fleece (all Canadian-made), bird feeders, and a large selection 
of other giftware. The Bruce Beckons is also well known for their 
homemade pickles, jams, relishes, and other preserves.

Take a step into the past where two provinces, Ontario and Quebec, 
are represented by buildings which give us a vision of a peaceful 
co-existence between two ways of life in the past and for the future.
38 Beckons Lane, Wiarton
519.534.1256 www.thebrucebeckons.ca
 (Please see ad on page 13)

SURROUNDINGS IN MILDMAY
Surroundings is a charming 

gift and custom framing shop 
located in beautiful downtown 
Mildmay. Sherry Durrer and her 
staff are always ready to offer 
their creative ideas for your home 
or custom framing projects. 

They strive to bring current 
giftware and home accents to 
their customers with a variety of 
designs and colours. Their staff 
will discuss your decorating style 
and assist you in choosing the 
perfect accents for your home. 

Surroundings specializes 
in custom framing of keepsake 
items, prints, oils, watercolours 
and all types of needlework. 
Surroundings uses only acid-free 
products to preserve and protect your valuable art and shadow box 
treasures. They ensure all materials, objects and artwork brought into 
their shop are handled with respect and care. Surroundings frame shop 
uses a computerized matt cutter and specializes in collage framing of 
sports medals, antique pieces, war medals and family photos. Unique 
designs can be created using decorative matt corners, cut outs 
and layers of matting. Surroundings provides professional creative 
consultations and can assist you with your choices of matt colours and 
distinctive mouldings to best accent your art work. 

The staff at Surroundings invite you to come in and browse through 
their gift shop and framing gallery. We look forward to seeing you!

Surround Yourself with Style at Surroundings!
58 Elora St, Mildmay
519.367.2636
www.surroundingsmildmay.ca
(Please see ad on page 39)

REALTORS®: A FAIR LTT REBATE  
FOR FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS

The first time home buyer land transfer 
tax (LTT) rebate is out of date. Due to 
increasing home prices, the rebate no 
longer covers the average LTT bill for first 
time home buyers. Instead, they pay almost 
$1,500 in LTT after receiving the rebate. 

REALTORS® believe that the first time buyers of today should 
not have to bear a heavier tax burden than previous generations. We 
believe that affordable home ownership is as important in 2011 as it was 
in 1996 when the LTT rebate program was first introduced. 

From 1996 to 2010, the average price of a resale home in Ontario 
went up 120 per cent from $155,725 to $342,245. During the same 
period, the provincial government increased the LTT rebate by $275 
or just 16 per cent. As a result, a first time home buyer today in Ontario 
pays $1,500 in LTT more than the previous generation on an average 
priced home after receiving the rebate. 

REALTORS® are therefore urging all candidates running in the 2011 
Ontario Election to support increasing the LTT rebate for first time 

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

GREY AND BRUCE COUNTIES
>> SOURCE IT

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

Trademark owned or controlled by 
The Canadian Real Estate Association. 

Used under license.
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OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies have utilized our 

unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we’re making it easier than ever for you, our readers, to 
become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email us at bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource  
Directory, call us to advertise at 519.986.2599.
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JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS Pg 55
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INVERLYN LAKE ESTATES Pg 63
MEAFORD HAVEN Pg 45
REID’S HERITAGE HOMES Pg 7
TAYLOR HEIGHTS Pg 32

PAINT  
CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 15

PAINTING & DECORATING  
RON TORRY PAINTING Pg 55

PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL  
RIDDELL CONTRACTING Pg 39

REAL ESTATE  
COLDWELL BANKER – GILLIAN GAYFER Pg 29
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SUNSET BLINDS Pg 17
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SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S TV & APPLIANCES Pg 11
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BUILDERS 
CANDUE HOMES Pg 27
FREEBURN FINE HOMES Pg 11
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VICEROY HOME & COTTAGE CRAFTERS Pg 9
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HURON TRACTOR Pg 31
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FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM  
CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 15
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GROUND EFFECTS LANDSCAPES Pg 25



PUT ARing
             ON IT
Add some handmade bling or rustic-charm to your finest napkins. OH

BY  TARA  CHATTELL  AND  ASHLEY  C I POLLONE

Vis it 
www.ourhomesmagazine.com 

/napkinr ings
for  step-by-step instruct ions.

Beads on a wire

Raffia, ribbon or fabric wrapped 
around a cardboard tube

Twigs glued to a cardboard tube

Burn fabric edges to 
create flower petals

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

MacGregor
Enterprises
H O M E S

INVERLYN LAKE
ESTATES

Condo/Maintenance Fee – $120/mth

–  Just steps from the sandy  
shore of Lake Huron

–  Lawn cut and driveway plowed

–  Private 90 acres woodland, 8km of trails
 
–  Trail access to Ainsdale Golf Course

–  6,000 sq. ft. clubhouse

–  Salt water pool & putting green

– 23 acre private inland lake

Adult Lifestyle Community

We build smart. We build with integrity.

179 Carloway Trail, Kincardine 
519-396-5531 | www.inverlynlakeestates.com

Superior Construction resulting in  
High Efficiency & Low Cost Living
–  9’ ceilings
–  Wider hallways and doorways
–  ICF foundation –  SIP (Structural Insulated Panel) exterior
–  High efficient heating and cooling
–  R50 in ceilings
– Quality flooring throughout
–  Irrigation system in

“It’s what you can’t see that sets us apart.”

 Two homes now available.
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solid wood classics

Dining | Bedroom | Living Room | Other Custom Furniture 

Sleep in Style  

opnotch
It’s a tradition of style and quality that you can sleep on. For years. And years…
And when you purchase heirloom Topnotch furniture, you can rest assured that you’ve 
invested in the finest classic solid wood furniture. It’s built with care from premium 
woods, and finished for maximum beauty and durability. And what’s more, your 
custom ordered piece is built for you. And your children…Visit our showroom today! 

www.topnotchfurniture.com  519.335.3213
Showroom Hrs: M-F 8-5:30; S 9-3     
1km north of Hwy. 87 on Fordwich Line  


