
CClosing up her Bruce Peninsula cottage 
at the end of the summer in 2007, Chris 
Moffat must have sighed wistfully, as she 
had done every fall for the 50-something 
years of her life. Her parents had first 
brought her to the family retreat on Barrow 
Bay on the eastern side of the peninsula in 
a clothes basket when she was two months 
old. Summers of her girlhood were spent 
exploring with cousins and neighbouring 
cottage children along the shoreline. 
Autumns, winters and springs back home 
in Dundas were spent dreaming about 
summers past and to come. 

But after she closed up the cottage that fall, everything changed. Within 
the span of three months, her husband Gary had retired from his job at 
Hamilton steel giant Stelco and had been offered a position with a national 
steel company that allowed him to work from home. Without blinking, 
Chris and Gary decided that “home” would become the family cottage, 
Juniper Lodge. Chris, a 30-year operating room nurse, received positions 
at the rural hospitals of Grey Bruce Heath Services in Wiarton and Lion’s 
Head. “It was always my dream to finish my nursing career up here on the 
Bruce,” she says. “We feel now that we live and work in paradise!” 

The couple’s Dundas home went up for sale and sold within days, and, 
by December, their year-round address was on Barrow Bay.

Word spread around the bay that these weekenders were now full-
timers. From Lion’s Head, friend of 20 years Barry Hepburn of Hepburn 
Masonry & Contracting agreed to take on the major renovation, turning 
Chris and Gary’s family cottage into a luxury home. Hepburn is also 
responsible for all the masonry work – using materials from Shouldice 
Designer Stone in Shallow Lake. 

Through the summer of 2008, the couple worked with Lion’s Head-
based architect Greg Williamson to tweak the homeowners’ design 
vision. After having experienced more than 50 seasons on the property, 
Chris knew just which aspects of the 1945 cottage she wanted to 
accentuate, and which she wanted to adjust. 
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TOP: Homeowners Chris and Gary Moffat captured a 
gorgeous rainbow colouring the peninsula that’s their 
backyard. BOTTOM LEFT: Glass deck railings without 
top rails offer an unobstructed view of the bay from 
the couple’s back deck. BOTTOM RIGHT: Gary, a 
trained pilot, often explores the peninsula’s skies 
in a Cessna while Chris takes aerial photos of their 
Barrow Bay property. 

Continued on page 22
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Chris’s paternal grandfather’s 1900s dental office, Gary conducts business 
meetings while watching waves crash on the beach and gales carry in the 
winter snow. “The first time I brought Gary up here nearly 30 years ago, 
he went down to the beach and said, ‘Why the heck would you ever build 
a cottage here?’ and about two hours later he realized why,” smiles Chris. 

Gary tunes into the ship-to-shore radio that relays weather and water 
conditions periodically from the Thunder Bay coast guard. “We talk with 
friends that are sailing by,” explains Chris. “Our call name is Juniper,” 
so-called by her grandfather in years past. “There was one juniper bush in 
the backyard that all the diapers were dried on. It’s hard to keep junipers 
up here, but my grandparents just loved the name.”

The original cottage was a luxury in its time. With 1,200 sq. ft. 
and four bedrooms built on a concrete foundation poured directly on 
the rocky shore stone, it had ample room for Chris’s extended family. 
Her grandfather, Jack Crowley, owned a steel manufacturing factory 
in Dundas making boilers. Fishing on Barrow Bay was his escape, and 
building the cottage was his passion. “He erected a big water tower for 
water pressure and a windmill so that we had power. We were the only 
cottage up here with flushing toilets and showers,” recalls Chris. 

Two-foot thick walls with windows of whatever size they could muster 
up at the time and a vaulted ceiling allowed big views out to the blue 
waters of the bay. In Chris and Gary’s renovation, the northeastern wall 

facing the water was pushed out another 30 feet and is nearly entirely in 
glass (Bonneville windows supplied by Scott’s Home Hardware in Lion’s 
Head). The sundeck beyond is fitted with solid glass railings, designed 
by Star Glass Service in Owen Sound, and have no top rail so as not to 
impede the view. “We wanted the back wall to disappear into the water. I 
tried to match the Georgian Bay blue, and used a shade called Black Pepper, 
by Benjamin Moore, (Scott’s Home Hardware)” says Chris. The effect is so 
nautical that the home feels as though it’s afloat on the Bay. 

Gary now, perhaps, is more intimate with Barrow Bay than Chris. His 
home office in a corner of the great room overlooks the water. Furnished 
in part with the antique Jacobean spiral barley twist table and chair from 

Chris’s longtime family cottage was renovated in an open-
concept style to include the living room, dining room, kitchen 
and bar area in one large space – creating an ideal entertaining 
atmosphere. TOP RIGHT: Chris’s grandfather’s century-old 
dental office desk adds character to the contemporary space. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Crafted by Chris’s other grandfather, Jack 
Crowley, at his steel manufacturing company, this fireplace 
was converted to gas and holds special meaning for the family. 
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Gary also loves to explore the skies of the Bruce – a pilot since he was 
18. When the whim strikes, he will rent a Cessna out of Wiarton and go 
up with friends or Chris and soar over the Bruce, sometimes crossing 
Georgian Bay to land in Killarney for fish and chips. 

Both Gary and Chris love to entertain. Whether it’s family and 
friends who come up for the weekend, or generations of neighbouring 
cottagers who have been popping in for 50 years or more, all guests know 
they’re welcome to help themselves at the generously stocked kitchen 
(Peninsula Appliances & TV’s, Lion’s Head). 

When excavation began on the renovation (Landscaping by Rydall 
Contracting), a few trees had to be cut on the property to make way. 
“We had to take down the black walnut that my aunt had started in a 
cup from a nut my grandmother gave her. There’s a painting of the cottage 
done in 1945 where you can see the little walnut tree starting to grow out 
front,” says Chris. From across the street, neighbouring cabinetmaker and 
wood lover Rick Gore had admired the tree for years. “He suggested that 
we keep the wood to make a beautiful kitchen,” says Chris. Gary adds, 
“Unbeknownst to us, Cory Rydall had the wood taken away, boarded 
and brought back for us. We kept it on the property for two years and 
kept turning it every few months to dry.” When the walnut was ready, 
Rick lovingly crafted the kitchen, master bath and entrance wardrobe 
out of the gorgeous material. Complemented by a mirror backsplash 
from Star Glass Service in Owen Sound, the kitchen is the jewel  
of the cottage. 

The stunning kitchen cabinetry was crafted by the 
Moffats’ neighbour from a black walnut tree that 
was removed from the front yard during excavation. 
ABOVE: A rounded bar area with barrel sink and 
stone surround gives the space definition.
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Chris and Gary hope to last out their years in Juniper Lodge, and 
designed it so that it would age along with them. While guest quarters 
are on the lower level, all amenities are on the main floor. Bathrooms have 
walk-in showers with seating designed by Larry Woodworth at Dy’s 
Plumbing Supplies and the in-floor radiant heating installed by Ray 
Westover of RW Mechanical keeps the home comfortable throughout 
the year. Gas fireplaces by The Fyre Place & Patio Shop, a home 
entertainment system by Fast Forward in Owen Sound and furniture and 
home décor items from Home By Design and Cedar Country Furniture 
in Wiarton, round out the creature comforts for the couple. 

“We tried to keep everything as local as we could and are we ever glad 
we did,” says Chris. “The people we worked with were nothing less than 
outstanding and we wouldn’t hesitate to recommend them to anyone.”  OH

The main-floor master bedroom boasts a 
magnificent view of the bay through large 

windows and patio doors. BOTTOM LEFT: The hot 
tub sits just outside the couple’s bedroom and is 

the perfect spot to listen to the waves on a starry 
night. BOTTOM RIGHT: The master bath features 

a luxurious soaker tub and glassed-in shower.

Don Susan

A smooth build
 from start to finish.

Arelene and I were very pleased with our purchase of a Candue Home.  
We were able to participate in the design of a custom home and we got what 
we wanted at a reasonable price. During construction our suggestions were 
included and work was well done, on time, producing a quality product. 
 All concerns were addressed in a timely manner and we are very happy in 
our new home. Well done Candue!

Arelene & Don McNaughton

519-369-5051 
homes@canduehomes.com
www.canduehomes.com

26  o u r h o m e s   f a l l   2 0 1 1

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r


