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SINGLE FAMILY 
HOMES

from

$264990

FEATURING: 
■ Selection of 83 Crescent homes
■ Fully detached homes
■ Choice of 3 exterior fi nishes
■ Oak staircases
■ 9’ ceilings on main fl oor
■ Close to amenities

Prices and specifi cations subject to change without notice. E.& O. E.

Home should feel this good! 
Fall Bonus 
Package

Call now to book a free design meeting
and receive up to $2,500 in upgrade credits

towards a feature of your new landscape!

519-922-2929 www.hackstone.ca

Sign up online for our seasonal newsletter featuring 
design ideas, gardening tips and promotional offers.

Award Winning & Cer t i f ied 
Dry Stone Wal l  Bui lders

facebook.com/hackstonelandscapes

Our Passion, Integrity & Craftsmanship.



WWITH MY LITTLE 
yellow watering can 
and garden hose in tow, I have faithfully trekked out to my garden 
every night to quench the thirst of my demanding plants. I was faithful 
for one reason only: to ensure, come harvest time, I was rewarded 
with a bounty of fresh produce for my efforts tilling, planting and 
erecting a fence to keep our toddler from gleefully trampling my fragile 
plants. Unfortunately, the fence wasn’t nearly as effective a deterrent 
as I had hoped.

He loves to stand at the fence and shout, “What’s that!” over and 
over again, while trying to hoist one leg over the barrier. His other new 
pastime has been plucking strawberries from vines that have crept 
free of the plot. 

Despite, or possibly in spite of, his attempts to terrorize the garden, 
my plants persevered. Happiness has come to me in the form of 
tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, rhubarb, berries and beans. Truthfully 
though, I am a pretender to the throne. I spend more time gazing 
proudly at my nine-by-nine foot garden from the comfort of our deck 
than I do working in it. 

Autumn is a bittersweet time in that regard; though I now have 
delicious fresh treats to eat, our days spent outside playing in our yard 
are going to become further and further apart. 

I guess we’ll have to make better use of the space inside. In the 
summer issue I mentioned we had built a new office in our basement. 
Well, for the past couple of weeks I’ve been overhauling the rest of it. I 
painted the walls a great burlap colour, we bought some new sofas and 
reorganized the room to create two separate areas: one for entertaining 
and one for playing. 

The playroom now houses a vintage wooden rocking cow, a hand-
made teepee and framed abstract art (a.k.a. toddler scribbles). Even 
though frost might coat the ground we’ll cuddle in the teepee, read 
a book and play make believe that we are hopping through fields of 
wildflowers, racing cars and visiting the farm, all while munching on 
some crackers and my favourite freshly made Mediterranean chutney 
(thanks to OUR HOMES’s new resident chef, Pat Crocker).

Jennifer Schleich, Managing Editor
jenny@ourhomesmagazine.com

  Follow us @OurHomesMag
Your local source for Granite, Marble & Quartz Countertops

173480 Mulock Road (between Durham & Hanover)       519.369.1710       theoldbarngranite.ca

quality workmanship
  customer satisfaction

Celebrating 10 years 
of business excellence!

TheOldBarn_F14.indd   1 14-08-15   9:54 AM

117064 Grey Rd.3, Keady

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • VENTILATION SYSTEMS
519-934-3358 www.air-tech.ca

Get ready for winter 
with preventive maintenance 

on your HVAC equipment.

We Care  
About
Your Air!
...and you should too!  

 Largest Showroom in the Area

In the spirit of giving, 
we at Hunter Douglas 
have partnered with 
The Children’s Wish 
Foundation of Canada 
to create the magic of 
a wish.

Every qualifying 
purchase helps a 
child in need get 
closer to their wish.

Rebate
200
when you purchase† Duette® or 
Silhouette® Window Shadings 

† Purchase any combination of 4 Duette® or Silhouette® Window Shadings with UltraGlide® and receive a $200 rebate. Also, when 
you purchase any number of these additional shades, you’ll receive an extra $40 for each. Valid at participating retailers only. The 
rebate will be issued in the form of a Hunter Douglas Prepaid American Express® Gift Card. THE PROMOTION CARD is a trademark of 
The Hunt Group. All Rights Reserved. THE PROMOTION CARD is a Prepaid American Express® Card issued by Amex Bank of Canada. 
® Used by Amex Bank of Canada under license from American Express.

Effective September 1st until December 15th, 2014.

editor’s note
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Escape to White Rocks 
Story, Page 34.
Photography By  
Sandy MacKay.
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519-396-5531 | inverlyn@bmts.com | www.inverlynlakeestates.com

ActiveLifestyle 
Community

 in Kincardine

INVERLYN  
LAKE

ESTATES

519-396-5531 | inverlyn@bmts.com   |  www.inverlynlakeestates.com

MacGregor
Enterprises
H O M E S

Dreams can come true!

Don Susan

A smooth build
 from start to finish.
•	Build	your	dream	home	on	the	Saugeen	River	in	Durham.	
Fully	serviced	–	only	2	left	!!
•	Looking	for	something	in	the	country??
	 3	–	4	acre	lots	on	Grey	Rd	3	South		–	only	2	left	!!
•	Also	2	–	2	acre	lots	in	Watra	Sub-division	in	Glenelg	Township
•	Fully	serviced	lots	in	the	town	of	Durham	–1	–	50	ft	lot	
•	4	–	1/2	acre	serviced	lots	on	Durham	Road
•	3	serviced	lots	in	Collingwood
•	Coming soon! 30	lots	in	Hanover

519-369-5051	
homes@canduehomes.com
www.canduehomes.com
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CORK FLOORING, LEATHER TILE: 
Torlys CERAMIC FLOOR: Ceramica 
Fioranese 

There are some decorating decisions 
that can’t be based strictly on aesthetics, and 
flooring is one of those areas prone to outside 
elements. Some factors that affect flooring 
choices are: lifestyle (pets, children, handicaps), 
environment (humidity, heating, cooling) and 
allergies (dust, toxins, materials). 

Don’t be discouraged if you have three dogs with 
long claws and really love the look of hardwood. 
Interior products have come a long way and there 
are several alternative options, like tiles, that 
simulate wood or cork planks. There are tons of 
choices, so make sure you do your research! The final 
selection has to match your personal style, but more 
importantly your lifestyle. 

FLOORING 101:
Hardwood – Comprised of solid planks of timber 
that are dried in a kiln (or outside) and generally 
sanded and stained on site. For example, pine is a 
softer option that is more easily dented or dinged, 
whereas walnut is a denser species less prone to 
deep scratches. Wood creates a warm setting and is 
ideal in living rooms… and pretty much everywhere 
else except for wet locations.

Engineered hardwood – Not to be confused 
with laminate (below), engineered hardwood is 
actually wood layered on top of a composite sub-
structure, allowing for longer lengths and less cupping 
than solid timber. It is pre-finished, eliminating the 
mess of on-site finishing that occurs with solid planks. 
This is an extremely popular choice.

Laminate – Made of a photographic image of a 
finish (most commonly wood) on top of fibreboard 
with a protective coating on top. It is a cost-effective 
alternative to wood and is easy to install. It is 
generally floating (not glued down) on top of a 
sub-floor with a layer of cushion in between, often 
cork or foam. Unfortunately, it can scratch and 
cannot be buffed. 

Cork – This is a good environmental choice with the 
benefits of sound absorption and cushion. Comes 
in planks or tiles and many different patterns and 

colours. This is a user-friendly choice and is great 
for households with pets and children. Because of 
the cushion, it is a popular choice for yoga studios 
or simply for people with back issues who stand for 
long periods of time. 

Ceramic – Sold as tiles in various shapes and 
sizes, the word ceramic stems from the Greek word 
for “pottery.” It is ideal for bathrooms and laundry 
rooms, and the joints are filled with grout. Provides 
endless decorating options.

Stone – Stone is wonderful for transferring and 
holding radiant heat. It can be smooth, textured, 
polished or honed. Stone is a natural option with 
limitless looks. Some examples are: slate, limestone, 
marble, granite and quartz. It’s a great choice for an 
entry area or mudroom. 

Glass – This is sold by the sheet or in tiles – clear, 
tinted or etched. Tiles are installed as per ceramic 
or stone and can be used for bathroom and shower 
floors. Sheets can be used as flooring, allowing you to 
see through to a room below. This requires specialized 
installation and can be exceptionally costly. 

Leather – Sold in tiles with a cork backing, leather 
flooring is generally recycled, no VOCs, relatively 
low-maintenance and environmentally friendly. It is 
available in multiple textures and colours. Creates a 
lovely home office or walk-in closet. 

Concrete – Poured concrete is another excellent 
choice with radiant heat. It maintains warmth and is 
also cool in the summer. Can be stained, polished 
or have a pattern pressed into it. Looks modern, is 
maintenance free and easy to clean. Great anywhere. 

Carpet – Nylon, sisal and wool are the most 
common wall-to-wall carpeting options. Looks vary 
wildly depending on the type of weave, colour 
and pattern. Cosy on the feet, it’s a nice choice for 
bedrooms and basement family rooms. Not ideal for 
allergy sufferers. 

Vinyl – An inexpensive option often used 
commercially. It is very durable, low maintenance 
and easy to keep clean. It is glued directly to 
sub-flooring with no grout joints. This is a good 
basement workshop option.  OH

STORY STEPHANIE REDMOND

ON THE 
FLOOR

Designer  
Stephanie Redmond 

shares her ideas.

Advice_Flooring.indd   2 2014-08-27   4:15 PM

5O %

Outstanding Stain-Resistance. Beautiful Style.
Lee’s® is the only carpet for the world you live in. It’s the toughest carpet 
with outstanding style and stain-resistance featuring our exclusive 25 
year “NO EXCLUSIONS” ULTRA 25® Stain Warranty covering stains 
other carpet warranties don’t, including pet stains, grease, mustard, 
coffee, cola, and even bleach.**

www.cuneointeriors.com
800-265-1172

873 10th St., Hanover, ON   519-364-1303

207 Durham St., Walkerton, ON   519-881-2170
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LOUNGING   
IN LINENS

PHOTOGRAPHY BONNIE FOX AND  JENNIFER SCHLEICH

Stay warm and cosy with these 
fuzzy and fun bedding ensembles 
and accessories.

1  SLEEPERS BED GALLERY

Camo Fabric Headboard
Hunting for something different this fall?  
Check out this camouflage pattern 
upholstered headboard. Pair it with 
a moose pillow and moose-crossing 
comforter set for the complete look.  

828 Queen St., Kincardine 
519.396.1838 I www.sleepersbedgallery.com

2  SMITTY’S FINE FURNITURE

Fashionable Fabrics
Customize your bedroom armchair and 
pillows at Smitty’s with the newest fall 
fabrics by Brentwood Classics and Decor 
Rest. Navy (Terrace), mango (Haviland) 
and tangerine (Action) are just some of 
the rich colours available this season. 

170 3rd St., Hanover 
519.364.3800 I www.smittysfinefurniture.com

3  INSIDE IDEAS

Colourful Bedding Set
Get ready for autumn with bold bedding 
sets from Inside Ideas. Add a washable, 
paprika wool throw from Pendleton Eco-Wise 
to this Cyrano patterned set for a pleasant 
combination of fabrics and colours. 

829 2nd Ave. E., Owen Sound 
519.371.6926 I www.insideideas.ca
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Continued on page 16

975 2nd avenue east, owen sound
226-664-2273  |  www.barebirch.ca

casual, cozy, boutique interiors

Call Cindy at 519-370-0770          decordesign.ca
Showroom located at 790 3rd Avenue East, Owen Sound

Wednesday - Friday - 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. or by appointment

In the spirit of giving, 
we at Hunter Douglas 
have partnered with 
The Children’s Wish 
Foundation of Canada 
to create the magic of 
a wish.

Every qualifying 
purchase helps a 
child in need get 
closer to their wish.

Rebate
200
when you purchase† Duette® or 
Silhouette® Window Shadings 

† Purchase any combination of 4 Duette® or Silhouette® 
Window Shadings with UltraGlide® and receive a $200 
rebate. Also, when you purchase any number of these 
additional shades, you’ll receive an extra $40 for 
each. Valid at participating retailers only. The rebate 
will be issued in the form of a Hunter Douglas Prepaid 
American Express® Gift Card. THE PROMOTION CARD is 
a trademark of The Hunt Group. All Rights Reserved. THE 
PROMOTION CARD is a Prepaid American Express® Card 
issued by Amex Bank of Canada. ® Used by Amex Bank of 
Canada under license from American Express.

Effective September 1st 
until December 15th, 2014.

Located at Highway 6 & 21, Springmount (Near Owen Sound)
519.371.2963   |  www.thefyreplace.com

Since 1973

Dreams Begin here!
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5  BARE BIRCH

Reindeer Hide
This beautiful reindeer hide can 
function as a stylish throw for your 
bedroom furniture or as a bedside 
rug to keep your toes toasty. Each 
hide is unique in shape and colour 
and Bare Birch stocks sizes ranging 
from six to 13 sq. ft.  

975 2nd Ave. E., Owen Sound 
226.664.2273 I www.barebirch.ca 

4  DÉCOR BABY  
BY DÉCOR DESIGN

Baby Quilt
Custom quilts for your infant’s crib 
are handmade in Vancouver. These 
velour kitten quilts come in pink, 
yellow, blue or purple with adorable 
pillows to match.  

790 3rd Ave. E., Owen Sound 
519.370.0770 I www.decordesign.ca

6  AUGUST SKIES

Birch Blanket and Artwork
This fleecy grey blanket and pillow 
combo shimmers with flecks of bronze 
and gold, producing a stunning birch-
bark effect. Pull it into your bedroom 
décor by hanging an original birch tree 
watercolour (Chickadee or Trunk) by 
Saugeen Shores artist Peter Sheeler. 

661 Goderich St., Port Elgin 
519.389.3388 I www.augustskies.com  OH

4

6

Heather Smillie Designs Inc.
Interior Design and Decorating

519.881.5524
www.heathersmilliedesignsinc.com

 Serving all of 
Grey & Bruce

County

NEW giftware, tableware, chinaware
and classic European styled furniture

115 Wellington Street, Feversham
Hours:  Daily 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., CLOSED Mondays

519-922-1111     homeaccentsemporium@live.com

Home Accents Emporium

JUST OPENED, our new
“Canadiana Shop”

104 Shane St., Unit 2B 
Springmount Industrial Park
Owen Sound

 519-378-3590
www.customsoda.ca
ecostore@customsoda.ca

Log home maintenance   |   Deck refinishing 
Brick cleaning and sealing   |  Sansin and Timber Pro Stains

New dust free blasting systems for  
removing old finishes from logs & wood siding. 

Hot water and steam cleaning for dirt and mildew.
Removing efflorescence from brick and masonry. 
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I
The Wit’s custom built home, comprised of a stone house and a new 
addition, is situated on a hill surrounded by 25 sprawling acres on 
the outskirts of Owen Sound. ABOVE RIGHT: Renée and Laurens sit 
together on the original stone home’s porch. BELOW RIGHT: Family 
and friends lounge on an expansive stone deck surrounding the pool.

It was an 1,800 sq. ft. home the couple could 
eventually add on to, and a place where 
they put their creative ideas and theories 
into practice. 

Renée is an artist with family deeply 
rooted in Grey Bruce. Inside the home, 
Renée’s woodcut and linocut prints are 
displayed alongside a collection by local 
fine artists, including Jo Ann Sauks, John 
Miecznikowski and Horst Vick.

Laurens is a self-taught builder from the 
age of 15, when he renovated his parents’ home 
in Thornhill. Laurens Wit Construction 
has been erecting custom homes by 
referral ever since. 

Together, the couple’s design recalls the 
1800s-era stone homes of eastern Ontario and 
Quebec. “We mimicked the old stonework and 
its imperfect patterns,” explains Renée. “Stone 
homes were put up in a hurry by settlers who 
didn’t have time to wait because winter was 
coming, and we found them beautiful.” 

When their family grew to include a son 
in 2000 and a daughter in 2002, they added 
on to the home. Each time, the Gurney-Wits 
experimented with design and aesthetic. 
Today, the house is a masterful blend of two 
historically simultaneous styles: the 1800s 
stone home with Arts and Crafts additions 
(the Arts and Crafts movement flourished 
from 1880-1925).

After 17 years the couple have put their 
25-acre homestead on the market.” Interested 
buyers will be thrilled with the workmanship 
and thoughtfulness found throughout. 

MASTERFUL CRAFTERS
STORY LAUREL FORTIN |  PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

When Renée Gurney and Laurens Wit put their heads together in 1997 to design the 
home that Laurens would build for them, they garnered not only architectural accolades 
for their design, but built one of the most energy-efficient homes in Grey Bruce. 

Continued on page 20
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Plans for the stone farmhouse were 
designed by Laurens Wit Construction. The 
walls are thick and super-insulated, a feature 
Laurens offers to all his clients, more of whom 
are becoming interested in the advantages 
offered by this building technique. 

“Our heating cost is $600 a year, including 
our domestic hot water,” says Renée. The 
home has double-stud walls: one regular 
exterior wall frame and a second separate 
interior wall frame, insulated with fibreglass 
batting. The floor is a cement pad with radiant 
heating coils on both storeys, no basement. 
Laurens worked with Ken Philp Plumbing 
& Heating, which also took advantage of a 
heat recovery system. The home is otherwise 
airtight. They use wood to heat the boiler 
for the in-floor heating. Renée notes, “Our 
experiment proved that it pays to super-
insulate a house. Even when the propane tank 
ran dry, our house would stay warm for two 
days; we never had to scramble to refill the 
tank in the middle of winter.”

Laurens apprenticed in Bavaria, Germany 
in his youth, where thick-walled homes 
had window wells that flared in an arch at 
the top to allow more light to filter into the 
rooms. He mimicked that style throughout 
the stone house. 

When the main addition was built, 
including the great room, dining room and 
upstairs master suite, the couple chose an Arts 
and Crafts style, but gave it a modern edge, 
working with architectural designer John 
Peirson. For continuity, they carried stone 
and wood floors throughout the addition. 
Custom wood windows were produced by 
VanDolder’s Home Team in Owen Sound. 
The interior trim work also brought continuity 
to the disparate styles – the stone home trim 
is cherry and the main addition is a minimalist 
maple. The hardwood floors were sourced from 
South Bruce Flooring.

Exemplary of Arts and Crafts, Laurens 
incorporated several unique woods when 
designing the main addition. The stairs leading 
to the lower level are spalted maple planks, 
hewn from trees felled on the property. The 
wood was aged for several years until early 
signs of decay appeared, leaving interesting 
black veins throughout the grain. The handrail 
is crafted in cherry from a tree Laurens cut 
down at his parents’ farm in Massey. Cherry 
wood is so called for its rose hue, and comes 
from the hardwood black cherry tree, native to 
eastern Canada and the northeastern United 
States, rather than from the fruit-bearing tree 
of the same name, explains Laurens.

TOP LEFT: The kitchen is 
a richly-coloured room, 
with exposed timber 
and antique décor, 
featuring a refurbished 
piano and a family 
clock from the 1700s 
alongside a dining table 
from Country Charm 
Mennonite Furniture. 
LEFT AND ABOVE: The 
cooking area showcases 
an eclectic collection 
of pots and pans and 
antique cookware 
alongside their children’s 
growth chart. FAR 
LEFT: A stunning white 
woodstove, salvaged 
from the St. Lawrence 
area, functions as 
a centerpiece in 
the living room.

ABOVE: The staircase to the lower 
level is built with spalted maple from 
the property. The spalting gives 
the wood a rich character, while 
the natural colour keeps the look 
modern. BELOW: The living room 
addition offers a view of the pool 
through a floor-to-ceiling, wall-length 
bank of windows, and is decorated 
with original art by local artists.

Continued on page 22
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BELOW: Light and airy, this childhood bedroom on the upper 
level of the original home is filled with books and toys. RIGHT: 
The spacious garage-turned-entertainment-area houses space 
for a game of pool and plenty of room for Laurens to work on his 
cars. BOTTOM LEFT: A country-style bathroom, complete with a 
sloped ceiling, wainscoting and a claw foot tub, is located on the 
upper level of the original home. BOTTOM RIGHT: Warm wood 
tones infuse the master bedroom, which opens onto a small deck 
overlooking the patio below. 

The lower level features a wine cellar and recreation room leading 
to an underground garage. The garage was built with pre-stressed 
concrete spanning 24 feet, and has in-floor heating, space for three 
vehicles and three additional heated outer bays. “We didn’t want the 
garage to be visible on the house, so we dug out the grade behind and 
tucked it discretely underneath,” says Laurens. The great room and 
a large outdoor patio, currently used as a basketball court, sit above 
(exterior stonework by Gary Emont).

The couple recently updated the main floor powder room and 
master en suite with Ledgerock stone tile complete with marble 
accents (bathroom counters sourced at Fulford-Kitchenware 
Bathware Hardware). Continued on page 24

We’re proud to offer the �nest heating, cooling 
and indoor air quality products, with prompt 

and professional customer service. 

(519) 372-0688 • OFFICE@KENPHILP.COM
128 JASON STREET, SPRINGMOUNT BUSINESS PARK, OWEN SOUND

HEATING • COOLING • PLUMBING • AIR QUALITY • WATER QUALITY

Call us today for our special discounts 
for new and existing customers.

PLUMBING • HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING • REFRIGERATION

GEOTHERMAL HEAT PUMPS 
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The 2004 addition – an entry and sunroom 
–  features a more traditional Arts and Crafts 
design, with a Japanese influence. An outdoor 
koi pond, which Laurens came home from work 
one day to find Renée spontaneously digging 
(with their son’s help) is set below the exposed 
soffits typical of Arts and Crafts. 

Inside, the four-season sunroom has a pine 
open-rafter ceiling (Moggie Valley Timber 
Inc.). The couple incorporated the fireplace 
design of Count Rumford of New England, 
who researched the efficiency of fireplaces in 
the late 18th century and determined that a tall, 
shallow, parabolic shape provided the most 
heat. “We studied the specs and then built the 
fireplace with Owen Sound Ledgerock. It 
gives a lovely, tall, elegant flame,” says Renée. 

Outside, the home highlights a swimming 
pool and several outbuildings, including a 
pen for a pair of peacocks, a stable for two 
horses, and a garden-shed studio housing 
Renée’s antique 800-pound printing press. 
“As hard as it might be to move Renée’s press,” 
says Laurens, “we’re looking forward to a 
new build that will allow us to collaborate 
together again.”  OH

To the side of the living area is a spacious 
nook offering space for an art studio. 
RIGHT: The Wit’s large pool, built on 
a ledge overlooking the property, 
is a go-to destination for the family. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: An arts and crafts 
style living area with a vaulted ceiling 
functions as an entry way into the home 
and houses the fireplace. 

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
The Antique Shoppe, Concrete Designs & Construction, Exquisite Wood 

Designs, Fulford-Kitchenware Bathware Hardware, The Fyre Place & Patio 

Shop, Gary Emont, Georgian Bay Fire and Safety, Greg Williamson, Grey Bruce 

Paint & Decor, GreyFair Flooring Inc., Horst Vick, Jo Ann Sauks, Joe Howell, 

John Miecznikowski, John Peirson, Ken Philp Plumbing & Heating, Laurens Wit 

Construction, Living Lighting, Macdonald’s Brandsource Furniture & Appliances, 

The Master’s Workbench, Meer Siding Windows & Doors, Moggie Valley Lumber, 

Owen Sound Excavating Ltd., Owen Sound Ledgerock, Quality Air Systems, 

Renée Gurney-Wit, Ron Pringle Electric, Shawn Hillis, Smith & Hladil Home 

Hardware Building Centre, South Bruce Flooring, VanDolder’s Home Team 

1980 20th St. East, Owen Sound      

519.370.0808     
www.ewdesigns.ca

Details that  
get noticed

Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi

Exquisite_F14.indd   1 14-08-21   10:40 AM

SALES & SERVICE • NEW & USED
Hwy 21, Southampton     519-797-3905 
sinclairtv@bmts.com      www.squaredealneils.ca
Large enough to serve you, small enough to care! 

SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S
TV AND APPLIANCES
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PARTY  
PERFECT

STORY JENNIFER SCHLEICH 
PHOTOGRAPHY BONNIE FOX

minimize the physical presence of a tent by hiding poles and 

ground cover. Times are always changing though. “We are 

continuously expanding our inventory to meet the current 

trends,” adds Debbie.

FAVOURITES: One of the greatest services offered at Four 

Seasons is visual setup in-house. “We put together customized 

table-setting options in our shop to help our customers plan their 

special day,” says Debbie. They also perform site inspections 

for outdoor parties. Their extra efforts help events go off 

without a hitch.

GET THERE: 239 Main St. W., Markdale 

519.372.1334 www.fspartyrentals.com  OH

THE PLACE: Four Seasons Party Rentals has been helping 

Grey Bruce residents raise a ruckus for 27 years from their 

Markdale storefront and warehouse. “We’re a family business,” 

says Debbie Janzen, who operates Four Seasons alongside 

her husband Harry and daughter-in-law René. The company 

specializes in all manner of party gear, from tents to linens, 

dinnerware and tables. They have it all. With a little digging we 

unearthed unique cake toppers (a tiny bride and groom astride 

a motorcycle), decorative bird cages, a cotton candy cart and a 

disco ball. As if that wasn’t enough, they also do it all: weddings, 

corporate functions, family soirées, you name it.

THE STYLE: “Quality you deserve and service you trust,” 

emphasizes Debbie. Any event is completely customizable with 

the help of Four Seasons, she explains. The company prides 

itself on having the largest selection of rentals in Grey, Bruce, 

Simcoe and Dufferin counties, with over 150 different colour and 

style options available to party planners. They’re also currently 

expanding into tradeshow and home-show drapes.

WHAT’S HOT: It’s no secret vintage is in vogue. Vintage, 

country-style weddings are all the rage with brides, and 

Four Seasons is accommodating them with solid wood 

Mennonite harvest tables and eclectic collections of china 

place settings. The company recently started offering tent 

liners and event flooring as part of their repertoire, which helps 

Harry and Debbie Janzen
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STORY MELANIE REKOLA  

Perhaps you have never considered landscape 
lighting and may even consider it frivolous, 
but to me landscape illumination is essential 
to every beautiful al fresco living space. 

ARTISTRYLIGHT
LANDSCAPE

Luminosity tells the story after dark by providing a visual harmony 
between house and landscape. Plus, current studies prove outside 
leisure areas are used most often into the evening. Therefore, a well 
thought-out lighting plan provides a magical world of drama and 
mystery that also extends the use of any and every outdoor living space. 

LIGHTING TECHNIQUES 

•	 	Up-lights: These are the most common landscape lighting 
methods, but beware of using just one lighting technique. 
Up-lights are used best sparingly on trees with interesting branch 
structure, leaf texture or bark. They can be installed closer to the 
trunk of a tree, or farther away and to shine into the canopy. 

•	 	Path	lighting:	The second most commonly used fixture is the 
path light, and it’s rarely done well. Best used to accent favoured 
plant life; think of them as providing gentle hints for where to go 
next. Don’t use them as an outlining tool or as an airstrip. Less is 
more, thus incorporate them sparingly. 

•	 	Down	lighting:	Sometimes called moonlighting, this is my 
favoured lighting style. In areas with large trees, this effect 
provides a subtle, dappled look that makes path lighting often 
unnecessary. For the result to be successful, the fixture needs to 
be installed 30-to-40 feet high in the tree to achieve the most 
natural look, and to keep it hidden. 

•	 	Grazing: Grazing is a lighting effect used most to wash the 
front of the house with illumination by accenting interesting 
textures, structural elements and roof lines. It also works well in 
conjunction with the next two effects.

•	 	Shadowing: By shining a light on the front of a tree, a 
shadow is created on the house behind. But be careful to 
keep the shadows from looking obviously distorted, giving a 
spooky effect. 

•	 	Silhouetting: Opposite to the shadow effect is the silhouetting 
technique, where the light is placed behind the tree, making only 
its dark outline visible. 

•	 Spot	lighting: Spot lighting is appropriate on any focal point, 
such as an arbour, garden art, statue or fountain. Be careful of 
light shining directly in the eye from all common vantage points. 

•	 Hardscape	lights: Hardscape lights are an indirect way to 
accentuate pillars, seating walls and stairs. These lights must be 
installed when doing your stonework and cannot be retrofitted 
easily, so choose carefully!

 

LIGHT COLOUR & STRENGTH 

•  When selecting a light fixture, focus on the light the fixture emits 
and not the fixture itself. The best-illuminated scenes have no 

Gardening_Landcape Lighting.indd   2 2014-08-21   3:00 PM

Continued on page 32

Where you will find a fantastic collection of tree trims, 
Fontanini Nativities, Bradford Exchange, Angels, Trees, 

Garland, Wreaths, Lights and More to decorate and 
brighten your home this Christmas Season!

DAILY 1/2 PRICE SPECIALS

Located at Highway 6 & 21, Springmount (Near Owen Sound)  |  519.371.2963  |  www.thefyreplace.com

Since 1973

Catch the Spirit of Christmas in our

Fyre_Christmas_F14.indd   1 14-08-25   2:50 PM

Quality Custom Designed Concrete

GreatLakesConcrete_Magazine_8.5x5.5.indd   1 13-08-15   4:07 PM

519.895.6425
Driveways • Patios • Walkways • Pool Decks

Floor Finishing • Broom Finish
Swirl Finish • Pebblestone Finish
Stamped Finish • Various Colours

greatlakesconcrete.ca

GreatLakes_SP14.indd   1 14-02-18   2:09 PM
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A well thought-out 
lighting plan can 
provide drama 
and extend the use 
of your outdoor 
living space

visible fixtures. Be aware of the light colour the fitting emits. A 
kelvin is a unit of measurement describing the hue of a light 
source. Natural moonlight has a slightly cool tone and a kelvin 
rating of 5,500. Firelight is at the other end of the spectrum with 
a warm yellow of 2,000 kelvins. Combining the cooler light of the 
moon with the warm glow of fire is always a winning combination. 

•	 	A lumen is a unit of measurement describing the light contained 
in a certain area. The higher the lumen output, the brighter the 
light. In the landscape, subtle lumen output (usually 400 and 
below) per fixture is best. Be aware of any street lights near your 
property as all luminosity will appear brighter when contrasted to 
a darker backdrop.

 

LIGHT	POLLUTION

•	 	Light pollution is the result of outdoor lighting improperly 
shielded, allowing light to be directed into the night sky. Poorly 
planned lighting can also cause light trespass into unwanted areas, 
such as a neighbour’s windows. In the past 100 years our sky has 
turned from a black star-lit one to a dull orangey glow, disrupting 
circadian rhythms and hormone balances of all living organisms. 
The International Dark Sky Association was created in 1988 to 
guard against sky-glow, and since then, many cities worldwide 

have joined. Be universally responsible to the environment when 
developing your lighting strategy by following these rules:

•	 	Keep up-lights to a minimum and never shine them straight 
up into the sky. Choose fixtures with cowls or purchase the 
optional cowl to direct the light. Choose down-lights instead 
wherever possible.

•	 	Don’t install bright or unnecessary lights. Amazingly, studies 
prove that security lighting has no effect on crime at all. Keep the 
lighting subtle and select a lower lumen output. 

•	 	Install a timer. Set your timer to reflect how you use your outdoor 
space. You can even choose separate weekday/weekend cycles. 

•	 	Choose LED. An LED system will cost more initially but the return 
on your investment is quickly felt as it uses 80 per cent less 
energy than a halogen or incandescent bulb. 

Outdoor lighting is the final but often forgotten step in many 
landscaping schemes, yet is the fastest to complete and also has the 
biggest impact. Why leave your gorgeous outdoor space invisible 
after sunset? Don’t you dare forget those fascinating, enchanting and 
captivating outdoor lights!  OH

Melanie is a certified horticulturalist and landscape designer. 

Gardening_Landcape Lighting.indd   3 2014-08-21   3:00 PM

www.kenburrowsandson.com

Hanover Showroom
805 - 10th St.

519.506.3228

Wroxeter Showroom
R.R.#2 - 43195 Amberley Rd
519.335.3228

www.DJsFurniture.ca

Solid  
Wood Furniture

Quality

Visit our Showrooms for

Live Edge Styles!
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T
The couple’s cottage is nestled on the rocky 
shore overlooking Georgian Bay, between 
White Bluffs and Lion’s Head. The setting is a 
tranquil retreat for the pair in an area Todd has 
been visiting for more than 30 years. Off the 
winding road you are greeted by the original 
coach house (currently being transformed 
into a studio) and vintage iron gates. A 
sloping driveway leads to the cottage – aptly 
christened White Rocks.

“We had walked past this cottage a 
million times and a couple of different 
families had owned it,” explains Todd. “It 
sold a couple of years ago, and that’s when 
the builder (Stewart Jones of Stone Boat 
Homes) bought it and saw the potential in 
renovating it.”

The cottage, originally built in the 
1940s, had an overgrown garden as well as 
structural and water problems, which needed 
to be addressed.

“They basically tore it down to the bare 
bones and started rebuilding from there,” says 
Todd, adding Stoneboat Homes’ approach was 
to keep a lot of the original character, using 
new and local materials such as limestone 
and timber (sourced from the Adair Marble 
Quarries Division near Wiarton and 
Liverance Lumber Inc.).

The cottage exterior (a custom Sansin 
Stain available at Miller Lake Timber 
Mart) complements a natural setting. The 
entrance to the cottage is bordered by a gabled 
gate and cupola, which tie in nicely with the 
cedar shingles.

“Jen and I were up visiting our friends 
and noticed [the cottage] was coming along 
nicely,” recalls Todd. “They had just put the 
cedar roof on. They were about to put the For 
Sale sign on the road.” The couple jumped 
at the opportunity to own a cottage in their 
favourite stomping ground. 

“We had been looking for land for a long 
time with the hope of building something 
up here one day,” he continues, “But then we 
saw this and we were like ‘wow, let’s take a 

Todd Wood and Jen 
Mahoney have found 
a piece of paradise – a 
secret getaway from 
the hustle and bustle of 
Toronto. Todd describes 
their lives as a “Tale of 
Two Cities,” with their 
North Bruce Peninsula 
cottage as an all-season 
weekend escape.

Continued on page 36

ABOVE LEFT: The White Rocks sign hanging above 
the cottage’s front door welcomes visitors into a 
foyer topped with a cupola from a large stone patio 
and terraced garden. FAR LEFT: An expansive wood 
deck runs the length of the cottage, offering stunning 
views of Georgian Bay from every spot. LEFT: 
Stewart Jones and Burnie Root of Stoneboat Homes 
pose at the front door of the cottage they renovated 
from top to bottom.

STORY SARAH SLOAN  
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

BEAUTY  
     BAYON  

THE
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On rainy or cool evenings, the couple 
take the games inside, enjoying a game of 
Cribbage or curling up next to their fireplace, 
which was remodelled by Jerry Caudle of 
Caudle Masonry in Lion’s Head. The new 
fireplace is bordered by a stunning rock face, 
which can be enjoyed from every angle of the 
common space. The original fireplace is now 
found in the first of two guest rooms and the 
recent expansion allowed the old chimney 
to remain with a new energy-efficient Morsø 
insert wood stove. 

“We took the rock face limestone and 
changed the scale a bit from what was used 
outside... bringing a little bit of the outside 
in,” says Todd.

The same can be said for the colours and 
materials used throughout the interior of the 
cottage. Rustic lighting fixtures (Tackaberry 
Electric) and furniture (International 
Woodworking Ltd.) accent the interior 
design. The flooring throughout the cottage is 
a soft complementary maple from Liverance 
Lumber Inc. Todd and Jen’s kitchen features a 
limestone peninsula (Adair Marble Quarries 
Division), set at an angle to maximize the 
breathtaking views of Lion’s Head Point. 

“It’s our hub of activity,” says Todd 
of the kitchen.

serious look at this’ and we ended up buying. 
It just made sense.”

There’s a soft breeze in the foyer and a 
piercing blue view of Georgian Bay through 
an opposite exit onto the deck, while the 
entrance to the house lies to the right.

“The breeze is primarily westerly so 
it stays nice,” says Todd. “The foyer has 
really good air circulation, so it’s a nice 
intermediate room to enter if you’ve been out 
exercising or gardening.”

The foyer offers the first glimpse of the 
waterfront, which can also be seen from the 
expansive windows and sliding doors found 
in the cottage’s open-concept living space. A 
deck spanning the width of the cottage can be 
accessed from the  foyer. 

“Georgian Bay is like a small ocean, so 
it’s perfect here,” says Todd, while leaning 
over his deck railing. White Bluffs and Lion’s 
Head are excellent markers for navigation, 
making the Bay in front of their cottage a 
sailor’s paradise. The pebble beach is unique 
and simulates colours commonly found in the 
Mediterranean. “This is a playground for us,” 
he adds. “We love to hike and swim and at 
night we love to play Scrabble and cards.”

Continued on page 38

TOP LEFT: The exposed white-washed ceiling 
timbers are visible above a beautiful stone fireplace, 
which features a built-in wood cubby. ABOVE: The 
original coach house sits at the top of the property 
and is being transformed into a studio. LEFT: The 
couple’s stylish Italian-designed furniture, recovered 
in Danish wool, gives the cottage a unique character. 
OPPOSITE, TOP and FAR RIGHT: Evening card 
games at a small table nestled in the kitchen are 
a favourite pastime for Todd and Jen. RIGHT: The 
dining room table is covered with Todd’s design work 
on a new Bruce Peninsula-inspired chair.
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Greys and greens (Glidden Paint) inspired 
by the outdoors, and muted tones make up 
the colour scheme of the cottage’s interior. 
The wall colours and white-washed wooden 
beams (Sansin Enviro Stains) complement the 
ever-changing sky on the Peninsula. “The large 
windows make a fantastic lookout for storm 
watching,” says Todd. “Some of them are really 
scary, actually.”

Off the living space is the couple’s master 
bedroom, which overlooks the same view 
as the rest of the house, with a sliding door 
allowing access to the deck. 

Outside, the couple have been busy 
carefully trimming and naturalizing the 
property. Jen, a landscape architect, wanted 
it to be like a woodland garden; very natural 
and full of indigenous species. A small kitchen 
garden with herbs and tomatoes can also 
be found at the front of the house. “We’ve 
been slowly cultivating it and trying to 
get it manageable, as we are not here every 
day,” notes Todd. 

 “The cottage isn’t too big or too small,” he 
says. “I think it’s just right for us. This is our 
little slice of Canada.”  OH

RIGHT: The bathroom shares the same stained timber 
walls found throughout the cottage, which gives the 
rustic wood a softer, modern feel. FAR RIGHT: Todd 
enjoys the breathtaking view of Isthmus Bay. BELOW 
RIGHT: Glass patio doors provide a lovely view of 
Lake Huron from the master bedroom. 

LOCAL SOURCE 
GUIDE

3JBC Contracting and Insulation, 

Arriscraft International Adair Quarries 

Inc . ,  Bob Hofs t rand Seamless 

Eavestroughing, Caudle Masonry, 

International Woodworking Ltd., 

Liverance Lumber, Miller Lake Timber 

Mart, Peninsula Out of Doors, Rydall 

Contract ing,  Steve Tackaberry 

Electric, Stoneboat Homes

Before After

Whether you are looking for a better way to clear land,  
or landscape mulch for your garden,  
or anything in between, you can count on us to supply you with  
professional, courteous, and informed service.
Are you a landscaper or a nursery?  
Call for more information about our mulch dealer network.

235332 Conc. 2C R.R.#1 Williamsford  | 519.794.2842

We produce composts, shredded pine bark mulch, cedar mulch, and coloured 
mulch in red, black and brown. 

groundupcontracting.ca

Blazing trails and cleaning up outside spaces

Visit our model at 27 Byron St  Lion’s Head

Enquires Welcomed At:

905.984.0398
www.stoneboathomes.com

Cape Houses
Carriage Houses

Boat Houses 
Construction Management
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There’s a perfect sky 

for every season...

one that steals your breath and 

captures your imagination.

Visit us at 661 Goderich St., Downtown Port Elgin
519-389-3388

F A S H I O N  &  H O M E  D E C O R

August Skies
shutters | draperies | wood blinds | cellular shades

woven woods | roman shades | window film...and more

Measuring & Installation Free In-Home Consultation
519-793-3921 www.budgetblinds.ca

We carry the 
hottest styles 
and colours to 
fit your décor.

We bring 
custom window coverings 

to you!

“Expert Fit”

www.greyhighlands.ca

FLESHERTON/MARKDALE 
HOME HARDWARE

HUTCHINSON
AUTOMOTIVE

774495 Hwy #10 Markdale
519.924.2022 

www.hutchauto.com

Markdale and Flesherton Home 
Hardware for all your paint, plumbing, 
electrical, hardware, household and 
outdoor needs.  
Markdale now 
carrying a wide 
selection of safety footwear with the 
best brands at great prices. Come in 
and check out our new product lines.  
As always, our friendly staff are here 
to help.

Markdale  Flesherton
519.986.3011 519.924.2430
markdalehomehardware.ca  fleshertonhomehardware.ca

The Municipality of 

Come in and check out our wide 
variety of certified pre-owned 
vehicles. We also offer many services 
as an OK Tire Dealer – Tires,  Repairs, 
Alignments, Brakes, Oil Changes – a 
full service repair shop. A dealer for 
a wide range of tire manufacturers. 
Trailer hitches and accessories for 
most vehicles, all at the right price.
Celebrating 27 years of service.CENTRE GREY  
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

(1975) LIMITED

74 Lorne St., Markdale, ON  N0C 1H0
(519) 986-2641 OR 1-800-461-7093

• Lumber
• Plywood
• Insulation
•  Plumbing  

& Electrical
• Panelling
• Roofing
• Handtools
• Paint
•  Windows  

& Doors

FREE DELIVERY • FREE ESTIMATES

Visit our Showroom:  
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 5pm  

Sat. 7:30am - 4pm  
Closed Sunday

HOMECARD 
ACCEPTED

Your one 
stop home 
building and 
improvement store. We carry 
lumber, insulation, plumbing, 
electrical, panelling, roofing, 
handtools, paint, windows and 
doors.  
Free delivery and estimates. 

CENTRE GREY  
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

(1975) LIMITED

74 Lorne St., Markdale, ON  N0C 1H0
(519) 986-2641 OR 1-800-461-7093

• Lumber
• Plywood
• Insulation
•  Plumbing  

& Electrical
• Panelling
• Roofing
• Handtools
• Paint
•  Windows  

& Doors

FREE DELIVERY • FREE ESTIMATES

Visit our Showroom:  
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 5pm  

Sat. 7:30am - 4pm  
Closed Sunday

HOMECARD 
ACCEPTED74 Lorne St., Markdale

519.986.2641
1.800.461.7093

CENTRE GREY 
BUILDING SUPPLIES

Everything you need in 1 stop
Groceries – Deli – Bakery

The best Hand Scooped Ice-cream  
& Shakes

We are the home of the JUMBO CONE!
• The BEST GOURMET pizza
• Caring staff • Quick lunches
• Sandwiches made to order

We hold ourselves to  
a higher standard. YOURS!

Open Daily 7:30 a.m.

Grey Road #13
Eugenia

519.924.3244       519.924.3185

TOP O’THE ROCK

PEEK THRU 
MY WINDOW

For a simply charming shopping 
experience! 
Wander through our three 
delightful shops, PEEK THRU MY 
WINDOW, FANCY THAT and 
THE COUNTY LINE, to find that 
special gift, a great outfit for the 
weekend or a really neat fashion 
accessory that you simply can’t 
live without. 

17 Toronto St.
Markdale

519.986.4119

THE MARKET 
SHOPPE

Bringing the feel of a farmers’ market 
to a store. Step up to the take-out 
lunch counter for delicious soups, 
sandwiches, and baked goodies, 
including homemade cookies. We 
also have premium quality meats and 
gluten-free products, local products, 
and fresh in-season produce. Check 
out our Facebook page for the daily 
soup, specials and new products! Now 
scooping Chapman’s™ Ice Cream!

7 Toronto Street 
Markdale

519.986.4144

Grey Highlands
The place forall seasons!

GreyHigh_F14.indd   1 14-08-24   10:17 AM

232 Durham St., Walkerton, ON
519.881.0151

pellowpharmasave.com

Pellow
Gifts, Home Décor & More!



FFall brings big changes, not only in the weather, but also in our lives – more 
structure, more activity and more commitments. One kitchen tool that I turn to when meals 
suddenly switch from carefree summer light to autumn abundance and hearty is the tagine  
(see sidebar), because of its versatility and the fact that dinner can simmer while I get other 
activities organized.

Be sure to use a flameproof tagine, one that is designed for use directly on the stovetop. You 
can make this recipe using a Dutch oven if you do not have a tagine. Because the vegetables and 
whole chicken are constantly basted with steam using this method, the skin is not crispy, and 
instead, the North African flavours infuse the meat and vegetables for a meltingly delicious dish. 

WHAT IS A 
TAGINE?
The two-piece cooking 

utensil made from clay 

called tagine originated in 

the North African countries 

known as the Maghreb. 

There, roaming tribes of 

indigenous people coped 

with life on the move through 

desert and barren lands and 

they devised a cooking pot 

made from local material that 

could be used in portable 

braziers. The word tagine is 

used for both the cooking 

utensil as well as the type of 

dish, usually a stew that is 

made in the pot. 

Why Use A Tagine?

Foods cooked in a tagine are 

tender and delicious, being 

richly flavoured, usually with 

fruit or Moroccan-spiced 

savoury sauces. The tall, 

tapered lid allows moisture 

and steam to circulate up 

and around the food so it 

steams as it cooks. This moist 

cooking method makes 

it very tender.

lid, reduce heat to low and simmer 
for 30 to 40 minutes or until a digital 
thermometer registers 185° F (85° C) 
when inserted into the centre of both 
thigh and breast. Remove from heat, 
replace lid and let rest for 15 minutes 
before carving. Serve with cooked 
noodles or rice.

• Using a mortar and pestle, crush 
cinnamon into coarse pieces. In a 
spice wok or skillet, toast the spices 
over medium heat until lightly 
coloured and fragrant, about 3 to 
4 minutes. Do not let the spices 
smoke and burn.

• Remove from heat and let cool. Grind 
using a mortar and pestle or spice 
grinder. Store in a dark-coloured glass 
jar in a cool place.  OH

• In the bottom of the tagine, heat oil 
over medium-high heat. Add onion 
and leek and cook, stirring frequently 
for 5 minutes. Add spice blend, garlic, 
mushrooms and cauliflower and cook, 
stirring occasionally for 3 minutes.

• Add chicken to the pan, breast side down. 
Slide it around so that the spices coat the 
skin. Turn chicken breast side up and slide 
it around, moving the vegetables out of 
the way so that the skin is in direct contact 
with the bottom of the pan. 

• Add broth and bring to a boil over 
medium-high heat. Cover with tagine 

MOROCCAN CHICKEN TAGINE 
Makes 4 to 6 servings

3 Tbsp (45 mL) coconut or olive oil

1 onion, coarsely chopped

1 leek, coarsely chopped

1 Tbsp (15 mL) Moroccan spice blend 
(recipe follows, or store-bought)

4 cloves garlic, finely chopped

12 cremini mushrooms, cut in half

½ head cauliflower, cut into pieces

1 whole chicken (3 lb/1.5 kg) 

1 cup (250 mL) chicken broth

MOROCCAN SPICE BLEND 
Makes about ¼ cup (60 ml)

1 piece (2-inch/5 cm) cinnamon

2 Tbsp (30 mL) coriander seeds

1 Tbsp (15 mL) cumin seeds

1 tsp cardamom seeds

5 whole cloves

1 whole star anise

STORY & PHOTOGRAPHY PAT CROCKER

MOROCCAN CHICKENtagine

Moroccan Chicken.indd   2 2014-08-27   5:04 PM

RR#1 Holland Centre, ON

519 794 0018

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:30pm

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN   POST & BEAM 

WHITE PINE FLOORING   T&G SIDING

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6" Squares

CALL FOR QUOTE

www.moggievalleytimber.com

M A R T I N ’ S
H O M E   H A R D W A R E 

236 High Street, Southampton   /  519-797-3645
 www.martins.ca

Relax
&enjoy

Your local source for Para Paints 
and Sansin penetrating stains

PLUS
TIMBER PRO penetrating stains

Rot-Fix epoxies
Wood strippers, cleaners and sealers

Smith & Co. Epoxies & sealers
System Three wood repair kits
Timber Tec log home chinking

Concrete primers & sealers
Richard tools & paint supplies

Full range of blast media

EQUIPMENT RENTALS
Serving both the Handyman and Professional

104 Shane St., Unit 2A, Springmount Industrial Park, Owen Sound
519-372-1221     www.paintwoodcare.com
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To order a listing in  marketplace, please contact: 
Betty Ann Fawcett • 519.986.2599 • bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com

Well Pumps, Maintenance & Flow Tests
Water Softeners, Iron Filters

UV Disinfection & Reverse Osmosis Systems
Call us for your

 complete water system 
installation or service! 

519.986.4743
mccannwatersystems.ca

KOUNTRY
KAT

Canadian Grown
Canadian Made

All Solid Wood
NO veneers

NO mdf
NO particle board

157 Garafraxa St. S. Durham
226.432.3005

kountrykat.com

Advertise in our Winter
Issue & get noticed!

Give YOUR BUSINESS the benefit of  
premium exposure to our  

extensive targeted readership!

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Betty Ann Fawcett • 519.986.2599 
bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com

1-866-622-0106 • www.bluewaterproteam.ca

Water • Fire • Wind • Mould • Asbestos

THE 
WOODWORM

Mantels  |  Cabinets  |  Wall Units
Audio Visual Systems  |  Storage Units

Home Office Workstations  |  Murphy Beds
Kitchen Renos  |  Stone/Tile Backsplashes

Delivering Innovative  
Solutions in Wood

317542 Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound
519-376-6323  |  416-525-7814

www.thewoodworm.com

SEPTIC SYSTEM SOLUTIONS!
MAC TAYLOR is the area’s leading professional when 

it comes to septic system design and installation. 
Knowledgable, dependable and ready to address the 

challenges of your specific needs. Call Mac for a free estimate.
We're here to help you every step of the way. 

www.mactaylor.com · RR#3 Holland Centre, ON N0H 1R0
e. info@mactaylor.com · t. 519.794.2380 · f. 519.794.3701

AUGUST SKIES  
Few things reflect the true 

joy of the Christmas season like 
angels. 

August Skies is pleased to 
introduce its exclusive collection 
of hand-made Angel pendants. 
Each is named to reflect the 
things that are important to all 
of us at various times in l ife, 
such as Hope, Faith, Gratitude. 
Each Angel is a limited edition, 
produced by Jacqueline Kent. 
The angels retail for $44.99. We 
invite you to stop by August Skies 
Decor and Fashion, 661 Goderich 
St., Port Elgin, to see this magical collection.
661 Goderich St, Port Elgin • 519.389.3388 (Please see ad on page 41)

HEATHER SMILLIE 
There is nothing more satisfying than having a client say to 

me at the close of their project “I feel completely at home here”.  
Interior design is about listening to the ideas and dreams of the 
homeowner and interpreting them into the space as best we can. 

It is not about my style 
or what is on trend but 
about creating a space 
that truly reflects 
the personality and 
lifestyle of my client. 

I like to push the 
envelope with each 
client by bringing new 
and innovative ideas 
to the table to ensure 

they are getting the most of the space. Some of my favourite 
design solutions are stone veneer to create an architectural focal 
point, the swivel chair, which is so versatile in open concept design, 
and accent pillows that you change with the seasons.

My firm can accommodate new builds and renovations and 
take the project from initial assessment to conceptual planning, 
construction drawings of floor plans and elevations, lighting 
and electrical plans to review with contractors, co-ordination of 
structural modifications to ensure the integrity of the structure 
is not compromised, right through to adding those final touches.

With 15 years’ experience in design some of my highlights 
have been working on television programs such as Builder Boss, 
Designer Guys, The MOM Show, and Grin and Build It. Working 
with clients in Bruce and Grey Counties has been a highlight of my 
career. This area has a wealth of amazing tradespeople, product 
manufacturers and a love of design that is inspiring!
Heather Smillie • heathersmillie@gmail.com
519.881.5524 (Please see ad on page 17)

KOHLER TOUCHLESS TOILETS 
Swan Bath & Kitchen Centre 

is a registered Kohler showroom. 
The Kohler Touchless feature is 
available pre-installed on select 
Kohler models such as the San 
Souci or Cimarron. Otherwise, 
a Touchless Toilet Flush Kit is 
available that is easy to install 
and powered by 4 AA batteries 
that typically last 12 months. 
The Touchless Toilet Flush Kit fits most toilets including 
Canister, Flapper, and Top-Mount Dual Flush types. The Kohler 
Cimarron Toilet is at home in any décor. The San Souci Toilet 
has a combination of form and functional elegance. With the 
no touch feature, there are fewer germs to pick up or leave 
behind. The touchless feature is more hygienic than using a 
standard toilet. Brian Wolf, Owner and Sales Manager, has 20 
years of experience in the retail plumbing business. Visit Swan 
Bath & Kitchen Centre in Durham to test out the new Kohler 
Cimarron Touchless Toilet today!
519.369.5047 • 453 Garafraxa St S, Durham  
info@swanbathandkitchen.ca • www.swanbathandkitchen.ca 
(Please see ad on page 41)

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

GREY AND BRUCE COUNTIES
>> SOURCE IT

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 



ANNA FIERLING 
The Rusty Star

What is Flinstonian style: It’s a rustic style made from reclaimed 
barn beams and barn board. The builder uses wood from old 
barns in our region.

What woods are popular right now? Customers are eager 
to pick beds with a rustic or natural style, especially in pine 
or wormy maple.

Does reclaimed wood require special care? We recommend 
using a damp cloth for cleaning and maintenance, and keeping the 
relative humidity of your home at 50 per cent.

SSweet dreams will head your 
way when you crawl into 
one of these traditionally-
styled beds, which have 
been enlivened with modern 
stains, wood, hardware and 
unique storage.

GOOD 
NIGHT SLEEP

TIGHT

Continued on page 48

DEANE AND ANDY GALEA 
The Wood Worm

What is a Murphy bed? A Murphy bed is a bed enclosure that 
allows a bed to be stored upright in a wall or cabinet. The beds are 
hinged for easy lowering when needed. Murphy beds have a long 
and interesting history and were patented by Mr. Murphy in 1912.

Where should you put one? They are ideal in small spaces, such 
as lofts and apartments, or in multi-functional rooms, such as 
offices and basements. 

How can you customize them? The Murphy bed can be built in 
any standard mattress size and can be easily integrated into a wall 
system or a closet. The beds can incorporate display or storage 
cabinetry, home entertainment centres or even a desk area. 

STORY JENNIFER SCHLEICH
PHOTOGRAPHY BONNIE FOX

Construction & Renovation Services  |  Insulated (ICF) & Traditional Concrete Foundations
Walkways, Patios & Decks  |  Landscape  |  Retaining Walls & Interlock Construction

Helping you renovate Inside and Out!
519.367.5700

1.877.367.5780
insideoutrenovations.ca

sales@insideoutrenovations.ca

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

Mortgage Insurance: 
Is there another, perhaps better option?
Whether you’ve bought a new house or cottage, most people likely bought 
that property with a mortgage.  Along with that mortgage comes the question 
“Would you like to insure your mortgage?”. Many people do end up taking 
mortgage insurance through their lender, most often because it’s “easy”.  No 
blood tests or long questionnaires. You do this without realizing that “easy” 
is not always the best way to protect your family and your wealth from an 
unexpected health event.

There are many features and differences between mortgage insurance from 
a lender and personally owned insurance policies. For example:

If the above information 
has made you at all 
uncomfortable, it likely 
means you need to take 
another look at your insurance 
coverage. Dealing with an 
unexpected health event is made exponentially worse 
when it is followed by an unexpected insurance 
event.

Contact Michele Mannerow, 
Insurance Representative with
RBC Dominion Securities 
(www.mannerow.ca), at 519-376-2018
to help you determine if your insurance makes 
sense for you.

This article is supplied by Michele Mannerow, an Insurance 
Representative with RBC Wealth Management Financial 
Services Inc., a subsidiary of RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 
(Member–Canadian Investor Protection Fund). This article 
is for information purposes only. Please consult with a 
professional advisor before taking any action based on 
information in this article.

Feature

Constant  
Death Benefit

Choice of 
beneficiary

Underwriting 
approval 

Effect of  
refinancing

Insurance with Lender 

No, benefit declines as the mortgage declines.

No, beneficiary must be listed as the lender.

Insurance is not underwritten and approved 
until after a claim is made. There is a risk that 
the insurance may not pay out based on findings.

Any type of refinancing may cause cancellation 
of insurance.  If borrower has health issues, new 
coverage may not be available.

Personally owned insurance

Yes, benefit is fixed at the time of 
purchase.

Yes, any beneficiary may be listed 
and choose how to use the benefit 
to their best advantage.

Complete underwriting and  
approval before policy issued.

Moving between lenders, changing 
residence or refinancing has no 
effect on policy.

RBC_SUM14.indd   1 14-08-25   2:41 PM
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ANNE FRITH 
Macdonald’s Brandsource Home Furnishings

How have bunk beds been modernized? Traditionally bunk 
beds were twin over twin or twin over double. More recently 
we’ve seen the lower bunk configured perpendicularly to the top 
bunk, which allows for more storage and use options.

Can storage be incorporated? You can now get dresser 
drawers, desks or shelving placed under the upper bunk, drawers 
or trundles under the lower bunk and a fantastic staircase design 
featuring a drawer built into each step.

What colours or stains are grabbing attention? Rustic grey 
and black are popping up in bedroom furniture right now.

PHIL MARTENS 
Topnotch Furniture 

Are all your beds built in your shop? Not all. We build as much as 
we can in our shop but we also source some furniture from a few select 
local craftsmen who build for us in their own shops.

Which style do you prefer? We build many great styles as part of 
entire bedroom sets. I like so many of them that it’s hard to choose, but 
there is something here to match any home décor.

What variety of wood do you work with? We work a lot with 
maple, it’s very popular right now. We also build with oak, pine, wormy 
maple, cherry and walnut.  

WAYNE DATEMA 
Country Charm Mennonite Furniture 

What is unique about the Farm-house style? The Farmhouse suite 
is built with a combination of reclaimed lumber and new maple. The 
dressers and nightstands offer framed fronts and it’s available in the 
new and popular grey stain, named London Fog.

How many styles of beds do you carry? We carry between 10 and 
15 styles of bedroom suites in our showroom, but have endless options 
available for order from our catalogue. 

Have you taken a nap on one of your showroom beds? I’m 
working too much for a nap, but at the end of a busy day our solid wood 
beds do look inviting.  OH

From concept to completion...we bring your vision to life.
Kichens | Vanities | Built-Ins       519.483.1188         www.brucecountycustomcabinets.ca

Bruce County_Sum14.indd   1 14-08-18   11:59 AM

D i  P i e t r a  D e s i g n
C o u n t e r  T o p s

D i  P i e t r a  D e s i g n
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D i  P i e t r a  D e s i g n
C o u n t e r  T o p s

DiPietra HALF GB FA13.indd   1 2013-08-08   3:47 PM
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BBuilding a home theatre for your family means ticket prices are free and 
you’ll never have noisy neighbours interrupting your viewing pleasure – 
and you can pause movies whenever it’s you who needs a bathroom break 
or snack! 

Sheba Kwan, a professional home theatre designer and owner of 
Red Theory of Toronto, calls home theatres “valued investments” and 
compares them to kitchens and baths. “Hire a professional, because this is 
not a weekend project,” she says.

Ready to skip the lineups at the cinema and bring the big screen 
home? Here’s how to get started:

EARLY PLANNING STAGES
Kwan says the first step in planning a home theatre is establishing its 
purpose. Will it be dedicated to viewing only or will it serve other 
entertaining purposes too? “A dedicated home theatre usually consists of 
dedicated seating in rows for optimal viewing,” says Kwan. On the other 
hand, “A more causal setting would be sofa seating with bistro bar seating 
for additional entertaining.” Once you’ve decided on your style, you can 
work out the size of your theatre. 6

HOW MUCH SPACE DO YOU NEED?
According to Kwan, home theatres are ideally located in a relatively 
isolated area of the house, so noise elsewhere in the home isn’t disruptive 
(and so movies don’t disrupt people elsewhere in the home!) Basements 
are usually best. She says the size of your theatre will depend on the size 
of your family. “The most common size is a two-tiered, eight-seat theatre 
with aisle spaces on either side,” says Kwan, which is a room about 
22-feet long by 16-feet wide.

THE ESSENTIALS
Regardless of the type of home theatre you’re building, Kwan says you 
should consider all of the following elements for a complete experience: 

•	 Location	(can	noise	and	sound	be	isolated	to	and	from	the	theatre?)

•	 Lighting	(you’ll	ideally	have	a	completely	dark	room)

•	 Sightline,	viewing	angles	and	distance	to	the	screen

•	 Screen	size	and	aspect	ratio	–	depending	on	whether	the	primary	
function	of	the	theatre	is	for	movies,	gaming	or	sporting	events

•	 Audio	and	surround	sound	placements

•	 Video	and	projection	system

•	 Soundproofing

FLOORING FIRST
Just like your big local theatre, in terms of acoustics, carpet is still king, 
says Kwan. “I will always recommend carpet for home theatres. The room 
can look fantastic but poor acoustics will hinder the overall experience.” 
If carpet is not an option for you, Kwan recommends at least including a 
thick-pile area rug in the front of the room, under the screen and near the 
front row seating.

SELECT YOUR SEATING
Your theatre is designed for fun and relaxation, so keep functionality, 
comfort and style in mind when choosing your seats. Kwan says your 
first decision is to choose between manual or motorized seating 
mechanisms. Based on her experience, she highly recommends motorized 
seats because they have a wider range of motion and tend to be “more 
comfortable for all shapes and sizes.” You may also notice you’re choosing 
between incliners and recliners. “Incliners are best suited for theatre 
rooms with limited length while recliners will need additional spacing 
behind them to fully recline,” says Kwan.

HOW TO DECORATE YOUR THEATRE
“Decorating a theatre room can have its challenges,” says Kwan. 
Remember that acoustics are your first priority and always come before 
decorations. “The overall look and feel of a theatre can vary, depending 
on the individual. I always tell my clients that this is the one space in 
your home where you can do something completely different! Something 
outside of the box!” Also remember that when people are in the room, 

STORY ADRIENNE BROWN

HOME 
THEATRE 

basics they’re likely going to be focused on the screen – not whatever is 
on the walls. Avoid including shiny objects or reflective surfaces 
that can interfere with viewing, and lean towards dark walls and a 
dark ceiling in a low sheen or matte finish paint.

Sit back and enjoy the show!   OH

Going out to the movies can 
mean everything from high ticket prices to 
glowing cell phones and chatty strangers 
talking through crucial scenes. The good 
news is you can create a private viewing 
experience right in your own home!
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Something BIG is coming soon!

ourhomesonline.com

NewWebsiteHalfHoriz.indd   1 2014-06-10   4:51 PM

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/greybruce

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

HOME DÉCOR/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES  
AUGUST SKIES HOME DECOR ETC Pg 41

BAREBIRCH Pg 15

HOME ACCENTS EMPORIUM Pg 17

INSIDE IDEAS Pg 8

PEEK THRU MY WINDOW Pg 40

PELLOW PHARMASAVE Pg 41

THE FYRE PLACE & PATIO SHOP Pg 15, 31

HOME IMPROVEMENT/ 
RENOVATIONS  
INSIDE OUT RENOVATIONS Pg 47

THE WATER AND WELLNESS CENTRE 
 Pg 28&29

HOT TUBS/POOLS/SAUNAS  
THE WATER AND WELLNESS CENTRE 
 Pg 28&29

INTERIOR DESIGN  
DECOR DESIGN Pg 15

HEATHER SMILLIE DESIGNS INC. Pg 17

KITCHEN AND BATH  
BRUCE COUNTY CUSTOM CABINETS Pg 49

EXQUISITE WOOD DESIGN Pg 25

SWAN BATH & KITCHEN CENTRE Pg 41

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN  
GROUND EFFECTS LANDSCAPES Pg 33

GROUND-UP CONTRACTING Pg 39

HACKSTONE LANDSCAPES Pg 6

HUTTEN & CO LANDSCAPING Pg 3

ROCKSOLID LANDSCAPES Pg 55

MOVING  
JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS Pg 45

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES  
GRANDVIEW HOMES – 
 MOUNTAINCROFT Pg 7

MACGREGOR ENTERPRISES –  
 INVERLYN LAKE ESTATES Pg 11

SUMMERSIDE – REID’S HERITAGE HOMES  
 Pg 5

APPLIANCES 
MACDONALDS BRANDSOURCE  
 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Pg 13

SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S TV & APPLIANCES Pg 25

ARCHITECTURAL STONE 
SHOULDICE DESIGNER STONE Pg 2

AUTOMOBILE SALES & SERVICE 
HUTCHINSON AUTOMOTIVE/OK TIRE Pg 40

BUILDERS 
CANDUE HOMES Pg 11

INSIDE OUT RENOVATIONS Pg 47

KEN BURROWS AND SON Pg 33

WIT CONSTRUCTION Pg 23

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES 
CENTRE GREY BUILDING SUPPLIES Pg 40

FLESHERTON/MARKDALE HOME  
 HARDWARE Pg 40

MARTIN’S HOME HARDWARE Pg 43

MOGGIE VALLEY TIMBER INC. Pg 43

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
FINE WOODWORKING  
BRUCE COUNTY CUSTOM CABINETS Pg 49

EXQUISITE WOOD DESIGN Pg 25

THE WOODWORM Pg 45

TOPNOTCH FURNITURE Pg 56

CLOTHING/JEWELRY/ACCESSORIES 
PEEK THRU MY WINDOW Pg 40

CONCRETE/MASONRY/ 

STONEWORK 
GREAT LAKES CONCRETE Pg 31

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE & STONE  
DI PIETRA DESIGN Pg 49

THE OLD BARN Pg 9

DRYWALLING  
WALL-TECH DRYWALL Pg 45

EXCAVATING/SITE PREP/SEPTIC 
GROUND-UP CONTRACTING Pg 39

MAC TAYLOR CORPORATION Pg 45

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/ 
MORTGAGES 
RBC WEALTH MANAGEMENT – 
 MICHELE MANNEROW Pg 47

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ 
HEATING & COOLING 
AIR TECH MECHANICAL Pg 8

KEN PHILP PLUMBING & HEATING Pg 23

SANDY HAMILTON PLUMBING & HEATING  
 Pg 45

THE FYRE PLACE & PATIO SHOP Pg 15, 31

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM  
CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 13

MOGGIE VALLEY TIMBER INC. Pg 43

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING  
THE MARKET SHOPPE Pg 40

TOP O’ THE ROCK Pg 40

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR  
COUNTRY CHARM Pg 15 

DJ’S FURNITURE Pg 33

KOUNTRY KAT MENNONITE FURNITURE  
 Pg 45

MACDONALDS BRANDSOURCE  
 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Pg 13

SMITTY’S FINE FURNITURE Pg 39 

THE RUSTY STAR Pg 17

TOPNOTCH FURNITURE Pg 56 

GEOTHERMAL 
KEN PHILP PLUMBING & HEATING Pg 23

SANDY HAMILTON PLUMBING & HEATING  
 Pg 45

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email us at bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource  
Directory, call us to advertise at 519.986.2599.

WINDOW CLEANING 
GLASS DANCERS Pg 43

WINDOW FASHIONS  
BUDGET BLINDS OF OWEN SOUND Pg 41

CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 13

DECOR DESIGN Pg 15

INSIDE IDEAS Pg 8

PELLOW PHARMASAVE Pg 41

PAINTING & DECORATING  
CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 13

MARTIN’S HOME HARDWARE Pg 43

ROBERT MAYERHOFER PAINTER &  
 DECORATOR Pg 45

PAINTING, PRIMING, BLASTING 
& SANDING  
CUSTOM SODA PREP AND PAINT Pg 17

THE PAINT & WOODCARE CO. Pg 43

PLUMBING  
MCCANN WATER SYSTEMS Pg 45

SANDY HAMILTON PLUMBING & HEATING  
 Pg 45

PRE-FAB STRUCTURES  
STONEBOAT ARCHITECTURAL Pg 39

RESTORATION SPECIALISTS  
BLUEWATER PRO TEAM Pg 44

STONE PRODUCTS 
LEDGEROCK Pg 4

WATER TREATMENT 
MCCANN WATER SYSTEMS Pg 45
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1. Gabrielle Office Set – Pottery Barn 2. CableBox 
Mini – Bluelounge 3. Aqua Softie Grip Grass – 
Poppin 4. Union Square Office Chair – Zuo Modern 
Contemporary, Inc. 5. Grid File Base – EQ3 Ltd. 6. 
Cool Gem Speaker – Ban.do 7. French Bull Dog 
Bookends – Pronto Innovations 8. Universal Expert 
Notice Board – West Elm 9. Single VERSI – Cool Invent 
10. iPhone® Gramophone – Restoration Hardware 
11. Zig Zag Pattern Pencil – Iomoi LLC 12. Zoo Desk 
– Nienkämper Inc. 13. Moment Stool – Nienkämper 
Inc.14. Scriber Desk – Elte 15. Nessie Pins – SuckUK  OH

1
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10
Colourful, contemporary décor 
to make your home office work 
for you.

DESIGNED 
TO WORK

OfficeAccessories.indd   2 2014-08-19   5:04 PM

DESIGN/BUILD LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION            
john@rocksolidlandscapes.ca

519.379.1772 
rocksolidlandscapes.ca

Beyond ordinary...

Rocksolid_fall13.indd   1 13-08-20   9:36 AM
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#89446 Huron Road 30, 1 km north of Hwy 87 on Fordwich Line, Gorrie, ON

519.335.3213   |   www.topnotchfurniture.com

m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  f i n e  f u r n i t u r e

Handcrafted, Solid Wood,  
Reclaimed & Fine Furniture

14 Years of professional
design and manufacturing


