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Swiftly vanishing are the cramped, walled-off kitchens often found in 
older houses. Connie and Randy Weber’s extensive main-floor renovation 
(Kevin Ruetz Quality Finishing, Flooring & Renovations) transformed 
their small kitchen into the focal point of a totally redesigned interior 
space. The Walkerton couple, both local business owners with two teenage 
daughters, have lived in their 37-year-old 3,400 sq. ft. home on the outskirts 
of town for about 10 years. Randy explains the old layout: “When you 
walked in there was a narrow hallway, then a little kitchen. You couldn’t see 
the front of the house.” The couple initially began to tackle the renovation 
themselves. “We thought we could do the layout of the kitchen ourselves, 
but we couldn’t tie it all together,” says Randy. Connie adds, “Finally I said 
to Randy, ‘I just can’t get the picture here – I don’t know how this will flow. 
How about we bring in Heather Smillie?’” 

OPPOSITE: The kitchen is at the heart of Randy and Connie 
Weber’s home renovation. A 17-foot, granite-topped island 
with attached, solid-wood eating bar makes the space 
both stunning and functional. TOP LEFT: The eating bar is 
topped with a bronze tempered glass that reflects the coffee 
bar’s shimmering stone and glass backsplash. TOP RIGHT: 
Distressed kitchen cabinets by Johnson Woodworks offer 
a relaxing contrast to the dark backsplash and appliances 
— achieving an up-country look. ABOVE: Randy and Connie 
share coffee with designer and friend, Heather Smillie.
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Kitchens today are more often used as 
open-concept living and socializing 
spaces that need to connect with the rest 
of the home. 

Continued on page 25
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Connie and Randy have known the Mildmay-based designer and owner of 
Heather Smillie Designs Inc., for many years. Smillie had an idea in mind to 
reinvigorate the oblong kitchen space with a granite island. “I was scouting for 
a site for a television show in Rosedale in Toronto and there was an old home 
with a long island with lights above it,” she says. D&D Graniteworx sourced 
the granite, in a naturally occurring pattern called Crazy Horse. 

“Picking granite can be overwhelming because you go to the showroom 
and see these huge slabs and you have to make a commitment,” says 
Smillie. Cabinetmaker Darryl Johnson of Johnson Woodworks in 
Walkerton helped Connie with the selection process. He also installed 
the island’s recessed pop-up receptacle for plugging in griddle, toaster or 
laptop (electrical installations by Willies Electric). The 17-foot island is 
both functional and a dominant design feature of the new space. “It adds a 
lot of pattern and graining,” says Smillie. “I love this space because there’s 
so much texture but it’s not too opulent or in-your-face.”

Lots of natural light is another key design element, with large 
Strassburg windows and patio doors installed by Leo Al’s Contracting. 
The paint in the kitchen, entranceway and coffee bar area is Benjamin 
Moore Aura from Cuneo Interiors Carpet One Floor & Home. 
The kitchen appliances, provided by Grant’s TV & Appliances, are 
KitchenAid – two single-drawer dishwashers, built-in gas stovetop  
and dual oven.

Johnson Woodworks built and installed the distressed kitchen 
cabinets (painted in Kodiak Gray with a Van Dyke Brown glaze) and 
the rounded lower eating bar at the end of the island. This is where the 
family eats most meals. “It was too difficult to do this kind of rounded 
feature in granite,” says Randy. “So we did it in wood.” It’s solid walnut, 
topped with bronze tempered glass that features a pencil-polished edge 
by Speedy Glass. The mantel above the stovetop is made from the same 
solid walnut and was also installed by Johnson. 

TOP LEFT: The kitchen opens to a 
lovely lounge area with flat-screen 
TV — ideal for following cooking 
shows. ABOVE: A beautiful mix of 
materials and details is evident in 
the dining room. Custom ceiling trim, 
rich hardwood floors, a bold stone 
hearth and original wainscoting 
come together seamlessly. BOTTOM 
LEFT: A fully functional mudroom is 
easily accessible from both the front 
and back of the house. LEFT: Just 
off the front entranceway and across 
from the mudroom, this powder 
room is most convenient.

Continued on page 26

With access to a backyard retreat through large, 
sliding glass doors (Jim MacArthur Windows & Doors 
Ltd.), a piano and a fireplace, this large open space is 
great for entertaining in all seasons.
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Grey Bruce Interiors provided the flooring and backsplash. The 
floor immediately beyond the island is a new ceramic product – Centura 
Wood Plank tile – that replicates a hardwood look. For the heavier-use 
area of the kitchen, Connie wanted flooring that was more durable 
and comfortable so they chose Torly’s cork in a Burl Sandstone shade. 
Smillie says that cork is a hard sell, but everyone that gets it, loves it. 
The backsplash adds some shimmer to the space in Ceratec Black Jewels 
glass and stone. 

The kitchen area flows seamlessly into a coffee bar where you can sit 
with a view out to the deck and teardrop swimming pool, or across the 

room to the flat-screen TV (HDTV and Electronics), positioned perfectly 
to follow cooking shows from the counter. Beside the coffee bar, the 
linear-design, gas fireplace with coloured river rock provided by Troy’s 
Heating and Cooling, bridges the space between the bar, patio doors 
and TV wall. To offset the TV, Smillie suggested a bold, retro-patterned 
wallpaper. “I was worried that the TV wall would not have enough weight 
to it visually,” she says. “When you bring up wallpaper, a lot of people say, 
‘It’s not going to happen.’ They’ve stripped so much wallpaper off, they 
don’t want to see it in their house again. But any time I brought Connie 
and Randy an idea, they would entertain it.” 

Stylish and comfortable, the 
lounge area off the kitchen 
is a great spot to enjoy a 
glass of wine or catch up 
on reading by a built-in gas 
fireplace. BOTTOM LEFT: 
The Weber family has 
made working out in their 
large, fully-equipped home 
gym a part of their weekly 
routine. BOTTOM MIDDLE: 
A backyard oasis offers 
additional living space in 
warm months. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: The home’s exterior 
is just as soft and inviting 
as the interior.

Continued on page 28
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15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples) 

705.445.1118     georgianaudiovideo.com
SINCE 1989

Heather Smillie Designs Inc.
Interior Design and Decorating

519.881.5524
www.heathersmilliedesignsinc.com

“Heather took away the stress of 
having to make thousands of design 
decisions and made it fun. She made 
sure both our styles were met and 
saved a lot of time and money.”

HANOVER SHOWROOM
805 - 10th STREET

519.506.3228
Mon-Thurs   9:30am to 5:30pm

Fri   9:30am to 8:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

WROXETER SHOWROOM
R.R.#2 - 43195 AMBERLEY RD

519.335.3228
Mon-Thurs   8:00am to 5:00pm

Fri   8:00am to 9:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

www.djsfurniture.ca
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Adjoining the kitchen/coffee bar is the combined dining and piano 
room, which is full of tasteful detail including original wainscoting with a 
new spray finish by local spray-painter Rob Miller to contrast the richness 
of the hardwood floor, and custom ceiling trim (all trim work by Ruetz 
Contracting). “This room had a funny shape and weight because of the 
piano, so the ceiling trim detail pulls the elements together,” says Smillie.

The south wing of the house begins with a large foyer area that’s used 
as a home office. It opens to a laundry room and a fully-equipped gym – 
one of Connie’s favourite rooms. The entire space used to be a formal living 
room, or as Randy calls it: “A huge area that no one used.” 

Now, every inch of this family home is functional and enjoyable. 
Renovating made Connie and Randy love their house again, and will for 
many years to come.  OH

TOP LEFT: The youngest of the couple’s two teenage daughters 
has chosen for her bedroom a pink and black colour scheme full of 
personality. ABOVE: The eldest expresses herself through sharp 
shades of blues, purples, yellows and browns. TOP RIGHT: Connie 
had glass block windows installed in the master bedroom for 
privacy without losing natural light.

1-800-567-3280       www.thistlewoodtimberframe.com       Markdale

- reclaimed woods - full build “green” options -  project management - 

- handcrafted timber frame structures - flooring - stairs - mantles -

from the great indoors!
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Enjoy the view...

nA d out.

Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

Inside. And out.

Smart. And beautiful.

Up to 50% of a home's heating and cooling
energy is lost through its windows.

With the ‘honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb’
construction and three insulating air pockets,
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
increase energy efficiency.

Visit a participating dealer from
January 1st to April 30th 2012 for more
information about the Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart Manufacturer’s Rebate.

EX TRAORD INARY  WINDOW FASH I ONS

Manufacturer’s
Rebate

Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart

Scan with a
smartphone
to view video.

Call Cindy Gardiner at:
519.371.2121 decordesign.ca

Showroom now open at Springmount Timbr-Mart. (Directly across from Drive-in Theatre.) 

Grand Opening: Ladies Design and Spa Evening, Thursday, March 15, 6-9 p.m.   
Vendors, guest speakers, door prizes and more. Don’t miss out!

28  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 2

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r


