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WWE RECENTLY MADE ROOM IN OUR LIVES to welcome a 
new baby into our family (a little girl named Willow), but to do that we 
also had to make room in our home. Sometimes a house seems just perfect, 
right up until that moment when it’s suddenly too small. 

Luckily, we had unfinished space in our basement where we added 
a new office, freeing up an additional room on our main floor for this 
new person. However, it’s not always possible to renovate or add onto 
an existing home – sometimes you have to pack your bags and move on. 
Thankfully, we didn’t have to say goodbye to our little bungalow by the 
lake. But, like many growing families we foresee a day when bigger will 
mean better. Many growing families certainly choose to build a home 
customized to meet their individual needs.

In this issue of OUR HOMES, we’re featuring two such families 
who have created their ideal homes-away-from-home. Just outside 
of Priceville, Tina and Peter MacPhail have renovated a picturesque 
timber frame home on 25 acres of maple forest to suit their lifestyles to 
a T (page 34). Tina and Peter spent summers in the small town as kids. 
It’s a very similar story to that of our Home & Builder owners, Janet 
and Scott Roberts, except their childhood memories were made on the 
shores of Lake Huron in Port Elgin, where they recently built a stunning 
beach home (page 18). 

On page 46, we take a look into the inner workings of the Saugeen 
Home Builders Trade Association, one of the organizations that plays 
a vital role in strengthening the local home-building industry, while at 
the same time providing homeowners with invaluable resources.

Speaking of invaluable resources, while I’ve been busy at home with 
Willow, former managing editor Shelby Hilson has been busy bringing 
the summer issue to fruition. My family is grateful for all of her hard 
work and I hope some of you long-time readers will enjoy spotting her 
familiar style in the following pages. 

Have a great summer, full of stunning sunsets, balmy beach weather 
and backyard campfires!

Jennifer Schleich, Managing Editor
jenny@ourhomesmagazine.com

  Follow us @OurHomesMag

For more information, call  1-866-775-0333 or visit GrandviewHomesCollingwood.com
Come see us at the corner of Poplar Sideroad and Clark just east of High St. in Collingwood.

■ Selection of 83 Crescent homes

■ Fully detached homes

■ Choice of 3 exterior fi nishes

■ Oak staircases

■ 9’ ceilings on main fl oor

■ Close to amenities

FEATURING:

$260’s
  Craftsman style homes

from the

Prices and specifi cations subject to change without notice. E.& O. E.
* Speak to a sales representative for details.  Bonus valid from June 1 - September 1, 2014 with the purchase of a Mountaincroft home.

Quality Craftsman 
inspired homes

with nature as your 
playground.

  Craftsman style homes
Home should feel this good! 

$7500$$$$$750075007500
Summer Bonus 

in Upgrades*

661 Goderich St., Port Elgin
519-389-3388

décor, fashion      etc.
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Furniture to match your look and needs. Let us design and build for your home.

A little temptation ...
 from those who spend their lives trying to avoid it.

17 George St, Caledon  519-927-1789   |   Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound  519-376-4434
www.ccharm.com

Bedrooms  Buffets & Hutches  Chairs & Rockers  Tables  Home Office

Mennonite Furniture

CountryCharm_Sum14.indd   1 14-06-05   12:14 PM
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STORY  STEPHANIE REDMOND

EEntertaining is always such a pleasure – picking the food, 
the wine, the music. I like to make sure the house is tidy 
and the kids are clean, and then it never fails – I leave 
setting the table to the last minute. I can hear the veteran 
entertainers gasping but it’s true. I mean let’s face it, 
entertaining should be about the food and the company, 
but putting in a little aesthetic effort sets the tone for the 
event and quite frankly, it can be a lot of fun. 

The Base Layer
Think of a tablecloth as your base layer. Be bold or keep it 
simple. White linen is always a lovely classic that can be 
layered with colourful or neutral dishware. For a modern-
country aesthetic (or if you’re on a budget), use burlap. It 
stains and can’t really be washed, but for a one-night affair, 
it’s the perfect cheap and cheerful fix. 

Layer 2
If you’re not into tablecloths you can always start with 
placemats or a runner. Generally you can’t accommodate 
both, but it depends on the width of your table. If you 
choose to do both, make sure they don’t overlap or your 
table will feel crowded and messy. I love a thin linen 
placemat with a fine detail around the edge. It looks 
contemporary and timeless.

The Necessities
If you have a full set of dishware, don’t feel obliged 
to use everything that got ticked off your wedding 
registry. Mix and match so it doesn’t feel too uptight. 
And if you’re lacking on serving pieces, set up a buffet 
and skip the table clutter altogether. 

You can layer three different sets of dishes and not 
feel stiff if you pick the right combination. Try a plain 
white base, a patterned centre dish and a textural plain 
top piece. Whether you’re formal or free-spirit, the style 
of tableware will set the tone. And plain white is always 
an option (pair with colourful linens, flowers, serving 
dishes and candles to add some interest).

Twigs And Petals 
A striking assembly of flowers in the centre of the 
table is always beautiful but the guidelines for flowers 
are: Make sure they are not overly scented; are not too 
tall so people sitting across from one another can see 
each other and not so wide that a guest ends up with a 

hydrangea in their soup. For something less traditional, 
create a long grouping of greenery down the centre, 
running the entire length of the table. It takes a bit of 
work, but the effect is striking. 

Lighting
Please don’t make your guests eat underneath a 
100-watt bulb without a dimmer! Lighting is key. It’s 
important to see your food, but it’s equally important 
to not feel like you’re eating at a sports complex. 

Dim the lighting and light the candles. If you’re 
outside, try battery-operated candles or tall glass 
hurricanes to block the breeze.

A Little Je Ne Sais Quoi… 
Sometimes we just need to treat 
ourselves (and our guests). Here 
are a few ideas to keep you on 
the VIP list:

•	 Decant	your	wine	–	it	allows	
your	wine	to	breathe	and	
looks	great.

•	 Put	sea	salt	in	a	small	bowl	
(personally	I	prefer	to	use	my	
fingers	so	I	can	feel	how	
much	salt	I’m	using).

•	 Put	out	some	nuts	or	small	appetizers.	Life	is	busy,	
and	we’re	all	on	the	run.	Don’t	leave	your	guests	
waiting	for	dinner	to	be	served.	

•	 Have	sparkling	and	still	water	available	–	invest	
in	a	Soda	Stream	if	you	like	carbonated	water,	it	
saves	money	and	recycling.	

•	 Make	butter	balls	–	I	know,	it’s	80s,	but	who	doesn’t	
like	a	butter	ball?

•	 Create	a	playlist	beforehand	so	you	are	not	fuss-
ing	with	the	music	throughout	the	evening.

•	 Use	your	old	brass	candlesticks	–	with	tall	white	
candles	they	add	whimsy	and	formality.

•	 Put	your	cell	phone	away	–	it	shows	thoughtful-
ness.	(And	this	goes	for	the	guests	too!)

At the end of the day, we entertain to discuss life, to 
live life and to escape from life. All the little touches 
surrounding an evening make a difference. So make an 
effort, and take a minute to decorate… and have  
a toast – to life!  OH

Designer		
Stephanie	Redmond	

shares	her	ideas.

SETTING THE SCENE
SUMMER ENTERTAINING

2

1. ISPHAHAN PORCELAIN: 
Oka Direct  2. LINENS: ABC 

Carpet & Home

1

Advice_TableSettings_1page.indd   2 2014-06-04   1:17 PM
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FOR HIM 
Add to your his-and-her style with 
our finds just for him. 

1  SMITTY’S FINE FURNITURE

Home Theatre Seating
Sit back and watch the Jays or a great 
summer flick in superior comfort! 
Palliser Overdrive Home Theatre 
Seating in leather offers all the bells 
and whistles. Cup holders, individual 
trays, tablet stands and special 
lighting are just a few of the many 
optional features, along with several 
colour choices.

170 3rd St., Hanover 
519.364.3800 | www.smittysfinefurniture.com

2  MARTIN’S HOME HARDWARE

Barbecue
The Prestige® Series P500RSIB Gas 
Grill by Napoleon has got it all! It’s 
a cart model with the capabilities of 
a full outdoor kitchen with four main 
burners, and an infrared Sizzle Zone 
side burner. Cook up to 38 burgers 
at once on this built-to-last, stainless 
steel beauty! Available as gas or 
propane and in four colours.

236 High St., Southampton 
519.797.3645 | www.martins.ca

1

2

Continued on page 16

A SAFER ROOM FOR PLAY.
Applause® honeycomb shades with enhanced child safety.

With a variety of cordless operating systems to choose from,  
Applause® shades are the choice for children. Plus, they offer  
beautiful fabrics and affordable prices, making every room in  
your home even more enjoyable. 

All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

Call Cindy at 519-370-0770          decordesign.ca
Showroom located at 790 3rd Avenue East, Owen Sound

Wednesday - Friday - 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. or by appointment

HANOVER SHOWROOM
805 - 10th STREET
519.506.3228
Mon-Thurs   9:30am to 5:30pm
Fri   9:30am to 8:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

WROXETER SHOWROOM
R.R.#2 - 43195 AMBERLEY RD
519.335.3228
Mon-Thurs   8:00am to 5:00pm
Fri   8:00am to 9:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

www.djsfurniture.ca

ALSO AVAILABLE  
IN ROUGH SAWN

URBAN BEDROOM COLLECTION

Your local source for Para Paints 
and Sansin penetrating stains

PLUS
TIMBER PRO penetrating stains

Rot-Fix epoxies
Wood strippers, cleaners and sealers

Smith & Co. Epoxies & sealers
System Three wood repair kits
Timber Tec log home chinking

Concrete primers & sealers
Richard tools & paint supplies

Full range of blast media

EQUIPMENT RENTALS
Serving both the Handyman and Professional

104 Shane St., Unit 2A, Springmount Industrial Park, Owen Sound
519-372-1221     www.paintwoodcare.com

Since 1973

Come See Us !
F U R N I T U R E

Quality North American Made
Casual Indoor/Outdoor 

Furniture

When Comfort, Fashion & 
Quality makes a difference

Located at Highway 6 & 21, Springmount (Near Owen Sound)
519.371.2963   |  www.thefyreplace.com
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3  INSIDE IDEAS

Coat Rack
Hang your hat at the end of a long, hot 
day. Made of iron, this stylish deer antler 
coat rack will hold the heaviest of gear and 
is a great piece to welcome guests to your 
cottage or cabin this summer.

829 2nd Ave. E., Owen Sound 
519.371.6926 | www.insideideas.ca

4  LASTING MEMORIES  
LOCKER ROOM

LED Scoreboard Clock
A man-cave must! Use this digital NHL 
scoreboard clock to keep your favourite 
team in mind, even in the offseason. This 
fan-favourite piece tracks time, date and 
temperature. We chose to showcase the 
Leafs, but all NHL teams are available.

318 10th St., Hanover 
519.364.0909 | www.lastingmemorieslockerroom.com

5  TEMPTATIONS GIFTS  
& HOME DECOR

Wine Stoppers & Opener
Put a manly spin on entertaining this 
summer with these toolbox-inspired 
wine stoppers and opener by Carson 
Home Accents Original Rednek. 
Available in hammer, shotgun shell, 
screwdriver and more.

332 10th St., Hanover 
519.364.1819 | www.temptationshanover.com

6  DOUBLE D COMPANY

Outdoor Billiard Table
Invite the guys over for a game of pool… 
outside! The Storm outdoor billiard table 
is constructed from solid aluminum, 
designed to withstand the elements. 
Features include Sunbrella weather-proof 
fabric, multiple powder-coat colour 
options, and even a dining table and ping 
pong table conversion! 

4 McGivern St. W., Walkerton 
519.881.2113 | www.doubledco.com  OH

3

4

5

6

† Purchase 3 Pirouette® Window Shadings and receive a $200 rebate. Also, when you purchase any number of these additional shades, you’ll receive an extra $40 for each. Valid at participating retailers only. The rebate will be issued in the form of 
a Hunter Douglas Prepaid American Express® Gift Card. THE PROMOTION CARD is a trademark of The Hunt Group. All Rights Reserved. THE PROMOTION CARD is a Prepaid American Express® Card issued by Amex Bank of Canada. ® Used by 
Amex Bank of Canada under license from American Express.

when you 
purchase†

Pirouette® 
Window 
Shadings. Rebate

Effective May 1st - August 31st, 2014.
† Purchase 3 Pirouette® Window Shadings and receive a $200 rebate. Also, when you purchase any number of these additional shades, you’ll receive 
an extra $40 for each. Valid at participating retailers only. The rebate will be issued in the form of a Hunter Douglas Prepaid American Express® Gift 
Card. THE PROMOTION CARD is a trademark of The Hunt Group. All Rights Reserved. THE PROMOTION CARD is a Prepaid American Express® Card 
issued by Amex Bank of Canada. ® Used by Amex Bank of Canada under license from American Express.

 Largest Showroom in the Area

232 Durham St., Walkerton, ON
519.881.0151

pellowpharmasave.com

Pellow
Gifts, Home Décor & More!
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OPPOSITE: Built by Bruce County Custom Cabinets, 
the kitchen embodies the home’s eclectic style 
with a mix of reclaimed wood, granite countertops, 
modern appliances and industrial fixtures. LEFT: 
Upholstered wicker dining chairs add to the beachy 
look. BELOW: Steve Dennison of Dennison Homes, 
Kaitlyn Shular of K Interiors and Larry Lange – all 
part-owners of Bruce County Custom Cabinets. 
BOTTOM: Leathered granite countertops by The 
Old Barn suit the space perfectly.

HHeading up to the cottage is one commute 
no one seems to mind. There’s something 
about pulling out of the driveway late 
Friday afternoon that lifts some weight 
off the shoulders and makes the air seem a 
little bit fresher. Upon arrival, the last five 
days are a memory and the next two are all 
that matter. 

This is a familiar feeling for Janet and Scott Roberts, who’ve both 
enjoyed vacation time in Port Elgin and Southampton since they were 
kids. The couple, married 35 years, live in Guelph, where they were 
both born and raised and where they run a successful business together, 
OPTVIA Logistics & Warehousing Inc. 

PORT ELGIN
STORY  SHELBY HILSON

PHOTOGRAPHY  SANDY MACKAYEscape

Continued on page 20
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Now, with a family of their own, the Roberts are still making the 
weekly trip north, to make the most of Port Elgin’s beautiful lakeshore. 
In 2004 they purchased a small trailer to spend weekends on the beach, 
then, in 2006 they put in a park model trailer. “We knew we’d eventually 
want to build a cottage up here,” says Janet. “The property we found 
actually had an old cottage on it, which we were going to leave and build 
onto, but we ended up tearing it down and severing the lot in two.”

Janet says the original idea was to build a cottage and sell it, then 
move to the other lot. However, they love their new cottage so much that 
they’ve decided to keep it and will eventually sell the second lot instead.

Custom built by Steve Dennison of Dennison Homes, the 
Roberts’ new summer home has many striking features, but none more 
so than the view. “We had the house designed around the view – so you 
can see the lake from nearly every single room,” says Janet, admitting 
that she’d sometimes get caught up in the interior style and Steve would 
need to remind her that “the prize is outside.”

Large windows in every room offer a picturesque landscape of 
beautiful Lake Huron. Designer Kaitlyn Shular of K Interiors worked 
with the homeowner and builder throughout the building process 
to bring the surrounding outdoor elements into the interior design. 
“We melded a rustic and beachy look together because when you look 
outside, there are rocks and trees as well as beach,” she says.

The resulting style is quite eclectic. A mix of reclaimed wood and 
timbers from Timeless Materials North, glass from Owen Sound 
Glass Service, contemporary furnishings, and industrial light fixtures 
and pipe railings all come together seamlessly. Neutral, earthy Benjamin 
Moore paint colours (Martin’s Home Hardware) tie in with the look 
and make the view even more vibrant.

Bruce County Custom Cabinets built the kitchen and all 
built-ins throughout the home. This is also where the trifecta of builder, 
designer and cabinetmaker first came together. Co-owned by builder 
Steve Dennison, designer Kaitlyn Shular and cabinetry specialist 

ABOVE: Every seat in the great 
room offers a magnificent view of 
sunsets over Lake Huron, which 
is homeowner Janet Roberts’ 
favourite feature. All flower 
arrangements were provided by 
Bayberry’s Flower Gift Shop in 
Southampton. TOP RIGHT: Janet 
says it’s all in the details, like the 
faucet and taps attached to the 
mirror in the powder room. RIGHT: 
A unique staircase makes a bold 
statement, combining glass and 
reclaimed wood with steel piping.

Continued on page 22
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Larry Lange, Bruce County Custom Cabinets often brings the three 
companies together on custom builds such as this one.

The Roberts’ kitchen features an abundance of beautiful cabinetry, 
including lovely display cabinets along the top. Stunning, leathered 
granite countertops by The Old Barn complement the reclaimed 
timbers and continue the transitional look. Appliances are from 
Square Deal Neil’s Appliances & Electronics.

The kitchen opens to both the dining and great room, which forms 
one large space that’s ideal for entertaining. Janet cites the great room 
as her favourite, saying “It offers a comfy and relaxing area to take in the 
stunning view and the spectacular sunsets.” 

Though they’ve only been enjoying the cottage for about a year now, the 
Roberts have made some lasting memories and have even started a family 
tradition. Whoever’s heading to the cottage on Friday tries to get there as 
early as possible to ring in the weekend with a great game of dominoes. 

Guests are not only welcome at the cottage, but are offered comfy and 
colourful accommodations with a view, of course! Each of the three guest 
rooms upstairs is outfitted with a certain colour: blue, green or orange. 

TOP: The master en suite is spa-like with 
a large soaker tub and glassed-in shower. 
ABOVE: Even the laundry room features a 
large window with a picturesque view. RIGHT: 
The main-floor master bedroom leaves little 
to be desired with an incredible lake-view and 
lovely, contemporary furnishings.

Continued on page 24

Your local source for 
Granite, Marble & Quartz Countertops

173480 Mulock Road (between Durham & Hanover)       519.369.1710       theoldbarngranite.ca

TheOldBarn_SUM14.indd   1 14-06-09   9:13 AM
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“I like anything different,” says Janet. “It’s a fall-in-love factor and 
when I fall in love with something, I really want to make it work.” The 
love factor in the case of the guest rooms is the multi-coloured bench, 
which she pulled a colour from for each room. “They’re transient 
rooms,” says Janet. “By having a specific colour, people are more 
connected to the room. Guests are always commenting on which colour 
room they have and often want to stay in the same room next time.”

One of the family’s favourite pastimes is riding the bike trail from 
Port Elgin to Southampton. Since settling in, Janet and Scott have 
bought a bike for each family member so they can all make the trip 
together, and when they have guests, they often rent additional bikes 
from Martin’s Bicycle Shop in Southampton for the weekend.

This summer will be the first that’s fully enjoyed without the task 
of decorating, furnishing or completing construction, and though they 
have some new renovation plans, such as putting a covered deck with a 
pizza oven off the dining room, the Roberts family is very much looking 
forward to enjoying their Port Elgin escape.  OH

One of the three guest rooms upstairs, the 
orange room is bright and fresh and promises a 
morning smile. Each room features its own colour-
coordinated towels and the very same bench, 
which is the original source of inspiration for the 
themed bedrooms. Built-in dressers are another 
unique quality of this custom home.

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
Aiken Brothers Plumbing, Heating & Electrical, 

Bayberry’s Flower Gift Shop, Bruce County Custom 

Cabinets, Dennison Homes, K Interiors, Martin’s Home 

Hardware, Owen Sound Glass Service, Shouldice 

Designer Stone, Square Deal Neil’s Appliance & 

Electronics, The Old Barn, Timeless Materials North, 

Wiarton Home Building Centre From concept to completion...we bring your vision to life.
Kichens | Vanities | Built-Ins       519.483.1188         www.brucecountycustomcabinets.ca

Bruce County_Sum14.indd   1 14-06-11   10:16 AM
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THE PLACE: Thinking of spending the summer poolside? 

Water & Wellness in Walkerton has been in business for 14 

years, specializing in quality pools and hot tubs plus sales, 

installation, service and liner replacement. With a 3,500 sq. 

ft. retail showroom, owner Kelly Devries 

says, “Although pools and 

hot tubs are our main 

focus, we are more than 

just a pool and hot tub 

store. We are an outdoor 

living store for all your fine 

outdoor living accessories.”

STORY SHELBY HILSON
PHOTOGRAPHY  BONNIE FOX

SPLISH, 
SPLASH, 
SUMMER

Jan Radford, Bonnie Wyatt, Kelly Devries, Marc Labelle

THE STYLE: To sum it up in a single word: quality. “All of our 

products and services are of the highest quality,” says Devries, 

“and we stand behind what we sell so that you have more 

enjoyment out of your backyard.” Alongside an abundance 

of hot tub models, you’ll find a fantastic collection of high-

quality outdoor furniture that features aluminum frames and UV 

inhibitors for longer lasting products that won’t break down in 

the sun. Jackson Grills, known for their limited lifetime warranty, 

are the barbecues and outdoor kitchens of choice. Smaller items, 

including Dawgs footwear, Island Grillstones and care products 

for pools and hot tubs, are also tops in quality.

WHAT’S HOT: “Swim spas are quickly growing in popularity,” 

says Devries. “They cost less to install and operate than an 

in-ground pool and have the versatility to be built into a home 

or an enclosure.” Swim spas are a great option for smaller 

backyards and with a full-insulating cover, swimming season is 

extended beyond a traditional pool. Plus, a swim spa can be 

taken with you if you move! New this summer is the addition 

of EZ Log Structures log building kits. Cabins, garden houses 

and play houses are some of the building options available and 

each structure is manufactured using kiln-dried northern spruce, 

considered one of the most stable woods for log construction, all 

from ecologically-managed forests. 

SEASONAL: To get the most out of your backyard this summer, 

contact Water & Wellness for a free backyard consultation. “We 

have lots of good ideas,” says Devries.

WHERE: 102 Kincardine Hwy., Walkerton 519.881.0746,  

www.waterandwellness.ca  OH
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Don Susan

A smooth build
 from start to finish.
•	Build	your	dream	home	on	the	Saugeen	River	in	Durham.	
Fully	serviced	–	only	2	left	!!
•	Looking	for	something	in	the	country??
	 3	–	4	acre	lots	on	Grey	Rd	3	South		–	only	2	left	!!
•	Also	2	–	2	acre	lots	in	Watra	Sub-division	in	Glenelg	Township
•	Fully	serviced	lots	in	the	town	of	Durham	–1	–	50	ft	lot	
•	4	–	1/2	acre	serviced	lots	on	Durham	Road
•	3	serviced	lots	in	Collingwood
•	Coming soon! 30	lots	in	Hanover

519-369-5051	
homes@canduehomes.com
www.canduehomes.com

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • VENTILATION SYSTEMS

117064 Grey Rd.3, Keady     www.air-tech.ca
519-934-3358

Beat the Heat

We Care About Your Air

There’s a home cooling solution  
that’s just right for you.

104 Shane St., Unit 2B 
Springmount Industrial Park
Owen Sound

 519-378-3590
www.customsoda.ca
ecostore@customsoda.ca

Log home maintenance   |   Deck refinishing 
Brick cleaning and sealing   |  Sansin and Timber Pro Stains

New dust free blasting systems for  
removing old finishes from logs & wood siding. 

Hot water and steam cleaning for dirt and mildew.
Removing efflorescence from brick and masonry. 

SALES & SERVICE • NEW & USED
Hwy 21, Southampton     
519-797-3905                  1-800-265-3795
sinclairtv@bmts.com      www.squaredealneils.ca
Large enough to serve you, small enough to care! 

SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S
TV AND APPLIANCES
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TOGETHER
HOW TO BLENDhis & her style

Blending styles is a bit of a process, and you’ll probably be hearing 
or asking a lot of “do we have to keep that?” and “what is that?” type of 
questions. The key is in evaluating, which will probably include some 
eliminating because, let’s face it, two sofas are one too many for most 
households. You both need to be on the same page to decide what works 
and what doesn’t, and try to keep the same vision in mind. 

Spend a weekend together and analyze what you both have. A 
key rule is don’t throw anything away without permission. Yes, his 

or her stuff is now yours – sort of, but respect and trust is crucial in a 
relationship. Even if you can’t stand it – whatever it is – try to find a 
place for it in your home without displaying “it” front and centre if it 
means something to your significant other. Opposites attract, so pairing 
your pieces together can work, it just may take a little extra effort to 
make it happen. Merge heavier and lighter pieces together, and mix and 
match materials. When you begin to combine your styles you will be 
surprised at how balanced it can look.

IIt’s a classic design dilemma. A couple is ready to move in together 
and make a house into a home, only to discover that their styles 
couldn’t be more different. Chances are both have brought items 
from their past that neither wants to part with. So, the question is: 
How do you make them work together in harmony?

Materials That Work Well for Mixing & Matching

• Glass and Wood

• Acrylic and Upholstery

• Stone and Metal 

Altering the appearance of a furniture piece that either of 
you already have is a great way to hold onto something that 
you just can’t let go of if your other half can’t stand it. You 
can always re-upholster or paint something to make it more 
visually appealing to you both.  

Once you decide on what you’re keeping, then you will 
most likely have to go shopping to complement your existing 
items with newer ones that link both styles. For example if 
you paired his old dining room table with her chairs, then 
purchase a new chandelier that links the two styles together. 

Taking a look into the future when deciding on how you are 
going to furnish your home is a wise decision. Do you see children 
down the road? This can help determine where you put your 
money – do you need that 52-inch flat screen TV right away, or is 
it better to invest elsewhere? 

Make a list of the pieces you need and focus on your 
similarities when deciding what to purchase – you both love 
grey, white and clean lines? Perfect! That’s an excellent starting 
point. Keep an open mind, and remember that sometimes 

something may not look as great in the store as it will in your home. If 
your future spouse falls in love with it, it may be worth a try. 

Shopping Tips:

• Set a strict budget and stick to it – making an itemized list may help.

• You don’t need to buy everything in one day.

• Try shopping at a minimum of three different stores.

Lastly, don’t force a style on one another. Most men flee from 
anything lacy, pink or with polka dots. Most women run the other way 
from neon signs and sports memorabilia. Don’t be cruel to one another 
and try to decorate in one of these schemes. 

A home evolves and grows just like a relationship, and you will learn 
a lot about each other when merging your styles together. Though it will 
definitely take some thought and a bit of work, eventually they will both 
come together to create your final goal in making your house into a home.  OH

TIP: Mid-century furniture pieces  
 work great in connecting the  
 old with the new

His&Her_Style_DPS.indd   2-3 2014-05-22   9:36 AM
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©2013 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. ARBORCOAT. Benjamin Moore and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

Really protecting your wood matters, so ARBORCOAT’s advanced watercoat 
technology penetrates better, offers superior UV protection, and stain, scuff 
and mildew resistance. Not to mention a wide range of opacities and colours. 
Beating the elements is still challenging. ARBORCOAT just makes it look easy.

Visit benjaminmoore.ca.

It penetrates so well, it actually   
protects wood from the inside out. 
ARBORCOAT® waterborne     
technology matters.

Arborcoat_Ad_h_CAE.indd   1 11/13/13   11:47 AM

www.cuneointeriors.com
800-265-1172

873 10th St., Hanover, ON   519-364-1303

207 Durham St., Walkerton, ON   519-881-2170

HANOVER SHOWROOM  170 3rd Street | 519-364-3800 KITCHENER SHOWROOM 170 Gateway Park Dr. | 519-658-9313

Best buying experience...ever.

www.smittysfinefurniture.com

Your home is in our store.

SHARE THE LOVE

Construction & Renovation Services  |  Insulated (ICF) & Traditional Concrete Foundations
Walkways, Patios & Decks  |  Landscape  |  Retaining Walls & Interlock Construction

Helping you renovate Inside and Out!
519.367.5700

1.877.367.5780
insideoutrenovations.ca

sales@insideoutrenovations.ca

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

Mortgage Insurance: 
Is there another, perhaps better option?
Whether you’ve bought a new house or cottage, most people likely bought 
that property with a mortgage.  Along with that mortgage comes the question 
“Would you like to insure your mortgage?”. Many people do end up taking 
mortgage insurance through their lender, most often because it’s “easy”.  No 
blood tests or long questionnaires. You do this without realizing that “easy” 
is not always the best way to protect your family and your wealth from an 
unexpected health event.

There are many features and differences between mortgage insurance from 
a lender and personally owned insurance policies.  For example:

If the above information 
has made you at all 
uncomfortable, it likely 
means you need to take 
another look at your insurance 
coverage. Dealing with an 
unexpected health event is made exponentially worse 
when it is followed by an unexpected insurance 
event.

Contact Michele Mannerow, 
Insurance Representative with
RBC Dominion Securities 
(www.mannerow.ca), at 519-376-2018
to help you determine if your insurance makes 
sense for you.

This article is supplied by Michele Mannerow, an Insurance 
Representative with RBC Wealth Management Financial 
Services Inc., a subsidiary of RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 
(Member–Canadian Investor Protection Fund). This article 
is for information purposes only. Please consult with a 
professional advisor before taking any action based on 
information in this article.

Feature

Constant  
Death Benefit

Choice of 
beneficiary

Underwriting 
approval 

Effect of  
refinancing

Insurance with Lender 

No, benefit declines as the mortgage declines.

No, beneficiary must be listed as the lender.

Insurance is not underwritten and approved 
until after a claim is made. There is a risk that 
the insurance may not pay out based on findings.

Any type of refinancing may cause cancellation 
of insurance.  If borrower has health issues, new 
coverage may not be available.

Personally owned insurance

Yes, benefit is fixed at the time of 
purchase.

Yes, any beneficiary may be listed 
and choose how to use the benefit 
to their best advantage.

Complete underwriting and  
approval before policy issued.

Moving between lenders, changing 
residence or refinancing has no 
effect on policy.

RBC_SUM14.indd   1 14-05-29   11:43 AM



TTina and Peter MacPhail’s iconic timber 
frame house is poised on a hillside, set back 
almost a kilometre from the road in the 
hardwood bush. Their country drive roams 
along a two-acre pond and clearing before 
circling through maple forest to their door. 
It was this picturesque scene that drew 
Tina and Peter to the property south of 
Markdale in 2010. 

The couple had always had seasonal cottages in the region, having 
met as children while visiting their respective grandparents in 
Priceville. They live in Toronto, but were considering a home they could 
transition to year round. “Peter found out through the local grapevine 
that the owners of the timberframe he had been admiring were ready to 
downsize,” says Tina, “we jumped at the opportunity.”

Built in 1992, the 2,200 sq. ft. home has vaulted ceilings, two storeys 
with two separate lofts and six bedrooms. It is filled with comfort, 
light and warmth. The timber beams have stunning character. “The 
original owner and builder had an incredible vision for this property,” 
compliments Tina. 

While she and Peter have put their own twist on the home – 
bringing in architectural technologist Neil Pitcher of N Pitcher 
Designs, Peter Ruston of Decren Design and Chris Brown of 

ROAMING THE MAPLES

Countryside Builders to design and renovate the main floor with a 
loft space above, as well as the large deck overlooking the pond and the 
lower-level gym – there are a number of remnants of the original owners 
in the house. Carved into the mantel in the study on the main level is the 
name given to the property: Dunroamin, a nod to the Scottish heritage 
of the area. And above the great room, left behind was a wooden loon 
poised in flight and a set of bagpipes mounted high on the chimney. 
“Peter and our children play the bagpipes themselves, as well as others 
in Peter’s family; we are honoured to have them,” says Tina. What better 
spot to practice the bagpipes than in 25 acres of forest? 

Piping isn’t the only pastime that has Peter and Tina roaming 
the woods. Peter, who works by day in the mining industry, uses his 

OPPOSITE: Just outside Priceville, a stunning country property boasts 25 acres 
of maple forest, a huge swimming pond, colourful gardens and two very happy 
homeowners. RIGHT AND BELOW: Originally built in 1992, this timberframe 
home holds true charm with vaulted ceilings, large windows and some 
complementary upgrades.

STORY  LAUREL FORTIN 
PHOTOGRAPHY  SANDY MACKAY

Continued on page 37
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weekends at the end of the winter to collect the running sap from up to 
75 of their maple trees. He boils it down over a roaring fire and bottles 
up to 50 litres of MacPhail maple syrup for family and friends to savour. 

The MacPhails’ three adult children bring their families to visit, and 
both Tina and Peter have a large extended family in the area. Everyone 
gathers at Dunroamin. The open concept of the main floor lends itself 
to large gatherings around the custom dining table that the couple 
collaborated on with local blacksmith Dano Harris of Flesherton 
and Rockwood Tree Farm & Timber Frame Homes in Holland 
Centre. Tina was already using Harris to fabricate iron light fixtures, 
cabinet hardware and a pot rack in the kitchen, and Rockwood Tree 
Farms to supply the pine slab island top, bar top and shelving in the 
kitchen, so she approached each to work together on a dining table. 
The result is two iron trestles wrapped around a pine timber base, with 
a natural-edge pine slab tabletop. Guests sit at a church pew Peter’s 
mother purchased long ago when the Priceville United Church was 
decommissioned. An antique cabinet sits open in the corner to display 
the MacPhails’ antique red glass collection and other family heirlooms. 

“The cabinet used to belong to the Durham Funeral Home, to display 
urns,” says Tina. “We’ve given it new life here.” 

Tina’s passion for marrying old and new had her sourcing the 
kitchen’s hanging pendants at a local auction. She worked with Ken 
Meesters of Lighten Up Electric Ltd. in Flesherton to wire them, as 
well as many of the unique light fixtures in the home, including a set of 
four pendants that hang from antique red pulleys that Tina designed. 

Stonemason Henry Nuhn from Durham covered the back of the 
long bar in the kitchen with StoneRox, as well as the wall behind the 
stove that gives the suggestion of a chimney. Nuhn also worked outside 
the house to clad the home’s footing with Owen Sound Ledgerock, 
as well as the wall of the new sun deck. 

Ted Hunter at The Old Barn in Hanover designed and installed 
impeccable granite countertops in the kitchen and bath. With his 
guidance, the MacPhails selected a black titanium granite for the kitchen, 
having Hunter craft it with a natural edge to complement the organic 
feel of the home, and a leathered texture with matte finish to hide marks 
and make for easy cleanup. The counters sit atop cabinets designed and 

ABOVE: The entire main floor floods 
with natural light through soaring 
windows. The dining table is the 
stunning result of a collaboration 
between blacksmith Dano Harris and 
Rockwood Tree Farm & Timber Frame 
Homes. TOP RIGHT: The kitchen saw 
a major makeover, which opened it 
up to the rest of the main floor. New 
cabinets are topped with a leathered 
granite by The Old Barn – crafted 
with a natural edge to complement 
the pine-slab island, bar-top and open 
shelving. RIGHT: A spiral staircase 
purchased on Kijiji leads up to a second 
loft area above the kitchen.

BELOW: Homeowner Tina MacPhail tries to spend as 
much time as possible at her country retreat. RIGHT: A 
cosy and rustic living area shares a wood-burning fireplace 
with an adjoining guest room. An old set of bagpipes was 
left by the previous owners and hangs high above the 
fireplace – a treasure to the MacPhails considering three 
of the four family members play the instrument.

Continued on page 38
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installed by Van Dolder’s Kitchen and Bath in Owen Sound. The 
kitchen window is from Cedarport Window & Door Centre Inc. in 
Thornbury.

The Old Barn also crafted the black marinace granite counter in their 
main-floor powder room, a special granite of pressed riverbed stones 
(plumbing by Artery Kitchen & Bath of Flesherton). The MacPhails 
had Ted Hunter use more of the marinace to craft floor tiles for the front 
foyer, finishing it with a centre tile of the same black titanium from the 
kitchen. 

Flooring throughout the main floor was replaced by Nostalgic 
Wood Inc., using stunning, reclaimed elm barn board. In 2011, the 
home’s original builder Thistlewood Timber Frame Homes erected 
a loft above the kitchen, which the couple accesses by a spiral iron 
staircase, another fascinating find that Tina found second hand for sale 
through Kijiji. 

Stepping out to their new sundeck through french doors sourced at 
S&S Timber Mart in Flesherton, the couple enjoy the view over their 
property. Maple stumps of varying height stand in for side tables and 
a cocktail stand, cut by Peter from the wood on their property. “We 
love it out here,” breathes Tina. In their comfortable, natural home that 
marries old and new, the couple are done roaming.  OH

LOCAL SOURCE 
GUIDE

Artery Kitchen & Bath, Brian Eagles 

Painting & Decorating, Cedarport 

W indow & Door  Centre  Inc . , 

Country Side Builders, Dano Harris, 

Decren Design, Henry Nuhn, Hugh 

Neelands Contracting, Leopard 

Trucking Ltd., Lighten Up Electric 

Ltd., Nostalgic Wood Inc., Owen 

Sound Glass Service, Owen Sound 

Ledgerock Ltd., N Pitcher Designs, 

PR Antique Products, Rockwood 

Tree Farm & Timber Frame Homes, 

S&S  T imber  Mar t ,  Seamless 

Eavestroughing, The Old Barn, Van 

Dolder’s Kitchen and Bath, Zwart’s 

Topsoil + Landscape Supplies Ltd. 

RIGHT: One of six bedrooms, this one boasts a lovely view out to the pond and 
gardens. The hanging light above the bed was once an “ugly” old lamp that Tina 
repurposed. BELOW: It’s easy to get inspired in the newly-renovated, downstairs 
gym. A wall of windows offers beautiful scenery and lets in loads of natural light.

CountrySide   BUILDERS
new home construction    |    renovations & additions    |    custom wood working

Chris Brown

Serving Grey County    countrysidebuilders.ca    519.794.2174

Countryside_Sum14.indd   1 14-06-04   2:47 PM
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NEW giftware, tableware, chinaware
and classic European styled furniture

115 Wellington Street, Feversham  519-922-1111
Hours:  Daily 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., CLOSED Mondays

519-922-1111     homeaccentsemporium@live.com

Home Accents Emporium

“A new shopping  
destination”

Now open for the season

Located at Highway 6 & 21, Springmount (Near Owen Sound)
519.371.2963   |  www.thefyreplace.com

Since 1973

Quality does make 
a difference !

Energy Efficient  •  Small & Affordable  •  Pre-Fab Building System
•  Fully Customizable Homes

www.stoneboathomes.com • 905.984.0398

Ideal for individuals downsizing or recreational living.
Call for an Appointment.

Now on display at 27 Byron St. in beautiful Lion’s Head

Where Floors are  
 Our Specialty
Where Floors are  
 Our Specialty

FLOORING CENTRE LTD.
Wall to Wall with Carpet & Vinyl Remnants

7 Bruce Road 22 , North of HANOVER 

519-364-6860

FLOORING CENTRE LTD.
Wall to Wall with Carpet & Vinyl Remnants

7 Bruce Road 22 , North of HANOVER 

519-364-6860

shutters | draperies | wood blinds | cellular shades
woven woods | roman shades | window film...and more

Measuring & Installation Free In-Home Consultation
519-793-3921 www.budgetblinds.ca

We carry the 
hottest styles 
and colours to 
fit your décor.

We bring 
custom window coverings 

to you!

“Expert Fit”

Over 30 years experience in the water industry.

We Specialize In: 
 Well Pumps, Well Maintenance 
 Water Softeners
 Chalet/Cottage-Water maintenance
 UV Disinfection Systems 
 Reverse Osmosis Systems 
 Well Flow Test
 Iron Filters

Call us for your complete water system installation or service. 

519.986.4743
www.mccannwatersystems.ca www.kenburrowsandson.com

Installing Quality Roofing Systems throughout
Grey & Bruce Counties Since 1952

Residential - Commercial - Industrial

74 - 14th Avenue, Hanover
519.364.3327    www.karnsroofing.ca

Fully Insured / WSIB



YYou don’t see kids setting up soda stands or coffee stands at the 
ends of their driveways. No, those wouldn’t inspire the nostalgia 
that comes with the sweet, citrusy flavour of homemade lemonade 
on a hot, sunny day, would they? In fact, there are few beverages 
that celebrate a season quite like lemonade, so it only seems fair 
to pay an ode to this tasty treat that’s steeped in many of our 
favourite summertime memories.

While the origin of lemonade is unknown (though some 
believe it originated in Ancient Egypt over 1,500 years ago), you 
may be surprised to discover that North America has a slightly 
different take on the drink than most other countries. In the 
United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and some European 
countries, lemonade is a carbonated drink, more like the lemon-
lime sodas offered here. Ireland, meanwhile, has three kinds of 
lemonade: red, brown and white!

Pink lemonade, along with several other fruit-flavoured 
lemonades have become popular over the years, but they all start 
with the same basic ingredients: lemons, sugar and water. Try 
out our traditional recipe along with some variations, including 
healthy substitutes, and entertain some guests with our delicious 
watermelon and lemonade cocktail! 

Let us know what you think and share some of your favourite 
lemonade recipes with us on Facebook and Twitter.

Variations:

• Make it healthier by replacing white sugar with ½ cup raw 
honey or coconut sugar.

• For pink lemonade, add a few tablespoons of grenadine.

• Add herbs, such as basil, thyme or mint to the syrup after 
removing it from the heat, to infuse the flavours. Remove  
from syrup before adding to pitcher.

• Make limeade by switching out the lemons for limes.

• Use half sparkling water and half plain water for a  
carbonated beverage.  OH

STORY  SHELBY HILSON

Nothing tastes like summer more than a big, 
refreshing gulp of cool lemonade. 

online For a grown up lemonade cocktail recipe:  
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/Lemonade

WHEN LIFE GIVES YOU 

TRADITIONAL LEMONADE
Makes one large pitcher

6-8 lemons, squeezed (about one cup lemon juice)

5 cups water

1 cup sugar

• Make a simple syrup by combining the sugar and 1 cup 
of water in a small saucepan and bring to a gentle simmer 
over low heat to dissolve sugar. Once completely dis-
solved, remove from heat to cool.

• Squeeze the lemons until you have one cup of juice. (Roll-
ing the whole lemons on the cutting board first can help 
release the juices.) 

• Add the cooled syrup to your pitcher, followed by the 
lemon juice and the remaining 4 cups of water. Stir, taste 
and adjust. Add ice and serve with garnish, such as a slice 
of fresh fruit or sprig of mint.

Lemons…

Good Taste_1Page.indd   2 2014-06-03   2:06 PM

ourhomesonline.com

Something BIG is coming soon!

ourhomesonline.com

NewWebsiteComingSoonFULL.indd   1 2014-05-28   9:58 AM

42  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 4

good taste



FLESHERTON/MARKDALE 
HOME HARDWARE

HUTCHINSON
AUTOMOTIVE

WRIGHT NET 
DESIGNS

We specialize in small business 
support as well as web sites and 
computer repairs.   

We carry new Dell computers, 
accessories, anti-virus software, 
printers, ink & toner, flash sticks, 
mice, keyboards, cables and 
more.

42 Main St .W., Markdale 
519.378.3692

www.wrightnetdesigns.ca

774495 Hwy #10 Markdale
519.924.2022 

www.hutchauto.com

Markdale and Flesherton Home 
Hardware for all your paint, plumbing, 
electrical, hardware, household and 
outdoor needs.  
Markdale now 
carrying a wide 
selection of safety footwear with the 
best brands at great prices. Come in 
and check out our new product lines.  
As always, our friendly staff are here 
to help.

Markdale  Flesherton
519.986.3011 519.924.2430
markdalehomehardware.ca  fleshertonhomehardware.ca

The Municipality of 
Grey Highlands

The place forall seasons!

Come in and check out our wide 
variety of certified pre-owned 
vehicles. We also offer many services 
as an OK Tire Dealer – Tires,  Repairs, 
Alignments, Brakes, Oil Changes – a 
full service repair shop. A dealer for 
a wide range of tire manufacturers. 
Trailer hitches and accessories for 
most vehicles, all at the right price.
Celebrating 26 years of service.

www.greyhighlands.ca

CENTRE GREY  
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

(1975) LIMITED

74 Lorne St., Markdale, ON  N0C 1H0
(519) 986-2641 OR 1-800-461-7093

• Lumber
• Plywood
• Insulation
•  Plumbing  

& Electrical
• Panelling
• Roofing
• Handtools
• Paint
•  Windows  

& Doors

FREE DELIVERY • FREE ESTIMATES

Visit our Showroom:  
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 5pm  

Sat. 7:30am - 4pm  
Closed Sunday

HOMECARD 
ACCEPTED

Your one 
stop home 
building and 
improvement store. We carry 
lumber, insulation, plumbing, 
electrical, panelling, roofing, 
handtools, paint, windows and 
doors.  
Free delivery and estimates. 

CENTRE GREY  
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

(1975) LIMITED

74 Lorne St., Markdale, ON  N0C 1H0
(519) 986-2641 OR 1-800-461-7093

• Lumber
• Plywood
• Insulation
•  Plumbing  

& Electrical
• Panelling
• Roofing
• Handtools
• Paint
•  Windows  

& Doors

FREE DELIVERY • FREE ESTIMATES

Visit our Showroom:  
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 5pm  

Sat. 7:30am - 4pm  
Closed Sunday

HOMECARD 
ACCEPTED74 Lorne St., Markdale

519.986.2641
1.800.461.7093

CENTRE GREY 
BUILDING SUPPLIES

Everything you need in 1 stop
Groceries – Deli – Bakery

The best Hand Scooped Ice-cream  
& Shakes

We are the home of the JUMBO CONE!
• The BEST GOURMET pizza
• Caring staff • Quick lunches
• Sandwiches made to order

We hold ourselves to  
a higher standard. YOURS!

Open Daily 7:30 a.m.

Grey Road #13
Eugenia

519.924.3244       519.924.3185

TOP O’THE ROCK

PEEK THRU 
MY WINDOW

For a simply charming shopping 
experience! 
Wander through our three 
delightful shops, PEEK THRU MY 
WINDOW, FANCY THAT and 
THE COUNTY LINE, to find that 
special gift, a great outfit for the 
weekend or a really neat fashion 
accessory that you simply can’t 
live without. 

17 Toronto St.
Markdale

519.986.4119

Let us help decorate your home or 
cottage with unique pieces whether 
they are old or new.

I’m sure you’ll find something at our 
store. Talk to Joe or John anytime 
by phone 519.986.1888 or email 
markdaleguys@gmail.com.

Mon to Fri – 10 am to 6 pm
Saturday – 10 am to 5 pm
Sunday – 11am to 3 pm

6 Toronto Street S. 
Markdale 

 519.986.1888

THEN & NOW
Consignment & Home Décor

MARKDALE  
FOODLAND

We are at the heart of Grey County 
serving Markdale and area 18 yrs. 
Specializing in quality 
custom 
cut meats.  
Fresh 
everyday 
produce.
Quality bakery and deli products.
Full line of groceries. Open 24 hours.

217 Toronto Street
Markdale

519.986.3683

MARKDALE

GReyHigh_sum14.indd   1 14-06-11   10:19 AM

DESIGNERSTONE PANELS 
It’s BRAND NEW and exclusively available from The Old 

Barn Polished Stone Creations. Designerstone Panels are 
made of natural Granite, Marble, 
Travertine, or Onyx on an engineered 
backing. The aluminum polymer 
composite backing allows the slabs 
to be 3/8” thick, lightweight, flexible 
and fabricated on site.  Ideal for 
showers, tub surrounds, backsplash 
or feature walls – the possibilities 
are endless! Designerstone panels 
can be mounted over existing tile, 
are grout free and 100% water proof. 
Paired with a 25 year manufacturers’ 
w a r r a n t y  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l 

installation, Designerstone Panels will be a beautiful feature 
in your home – for as long as you own your home. Available 
accessories include soap dishes, shampoo boxes, pencil trim, 
colour matched vanity tops and complimenting tile mosaics. The 
Old Barn Polished Stone Creations is your certified installer for 
Grey Bruce and surrounding areas.
For more information check out www.designerstonepanels.com,  
give us a call at 519.369.1710, or visit our showroom located on 
the Mulock Road between Durham and Hanover (Please see ad on page 23)

HACKSTONE LANDSCAPES 
In 2010 landscape professional Kevin Hackson established 

HACKStONe Landscapes, and brought together an impressive 
team of highly skilled individuals. From contemporary water 

features to automated LED 
lighting systems to expert 
stone craftsmanship – this 
crew have the commitment 
to quality that’s earned them 
multiple Awards of Excellence 
from Landscape Ontario. With 
extensive training through 
the Certif ied Landscape 
Technician program, and the 

Dry Stone Walling Association of Great Britain, they’ve earned 
both national and international accreditation for their construction 
expertise.

This year they brought landscape designer Luke Williams 
onboard, to offer in-house design services to their clients in Grey 
and Simcoe counties. Luke’s education in landscape architecture, 
bold design style, and passion to build artistic, functional outdoor 
spaces, are a welcome addition to the team.

“Our goal is to enrich the lives of our clients with beautiful 
outdoor spaces, custom designed and built to your lifestyle,” 
says Kevin Hackson. “Passion, integrity, professionalism and 
craftsmanship are the foundation of our projects. To us, your 
landscape is so much more than plants and stones, it’s an outdoor 
experience, a place to connect with friends and family.” 

To learn more about the benefits of employing a Landscape 
Industry Certified company like HACKStONe see landscapeontario.
com/industry-certification.
519.922.2929 • www.hackstone.ca (Please see ad on page 6)

GÜTE  
As a family of long-standing builders and makers, Güte is 

very excited to introduce the Shepherd Hut: a unique turn-
key living space with untold 
potential. The Shepherd Hut is 
prefabricated on rugged cast-
iron wheels and fully furnished 
with handcrafted modular 
furniture designs and off-grid 
elements. Without the need 
for building permits, the Güte 
Shepherd Hut rolls easily into 
the landscape of your l ife, 
whether you’re in the city, out in the woods, or on an island. The 
Güte Shepherd Hut is a breath of fresh air, a place kept separate. 
It is a perfect home office, studio, den, guest room, playroom, 
and bunkie all at once. The Güte Shepherd Hut is a place for 
finding the time to do whatever it is you do.

Güte designs and builds every Shepherd Hut from the 
wheels up for you, right here in Maxwell, Ontario. We use a 
thoughtful mix of new and reclaimed woods, local hand-forged 
iron and brass, and resilient low-maintenance finishes. Using 
time-honoured methods with new ways of thinking, we have 
made an entirely unique space that looks and feels distinct in 
every detail.
519.377.3109 • dylan@gute.ca • Gute.ca
348050 4th Concession B Maxwell (Please see ad on page 47)

A COLLABORATION IN DESIGN, PROJECTS AND MATERIALS
Stoneboat Architectural represents a building service 

aimed at delivering pre-fabed structures to the homeowner 
or General Contractor interested in a more traditional design. 
The benefits of prefab construction are that it saves on on-site 
time, provides a tight building 
envelope reducing waste, and 
ultimately provides an energy 
efficient final build.

W i t h  a  b a c k g r o u n d  i n 
producing prefabed structures 
for over 25 years, Stewart Jones 
realizes the efficiencies of the 
pre fab system approach with 
particular attention to the “Curb 
Side“ look.

Structures can be packaged in 
3 levels to allow the homeowner 
or preferred contractor the satisfaction of being involved in 
the final project.

1/ Level 1 – modular panels delivered to site ready for 
erection.

2/ Level 2 – modular panels erected and roof weather tight.
3/ Level 3 – move in “ turn key” ready. 
Our kick-off of our newest Cape Cod designed house will be 

showcased on the last 2 Saturdays in May. Mark your calendars 
and enjoy an opportunity to meet our partners at Stoneboat 
Architectural Inc., 27 Byron St in beautiful Lion’s Head.
905.984.0398 • www.stoneboathomes.com
(Please see ad on page 40)

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

GREY AND BRUCE COUNTIES
>> SOURCE IT

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 
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WWhen it comes to friends, we socialize with people 
we get along with. People who share the same values, people we can 
learn from and people who will support us when we need a little help. 
Business should be no different.

Members of the Saugeen Home Builders Trade Association 
(SHBTA) know this, and their group of likeminded business professionals 
is akin to a group of friends in that regard.

The association, comprised of six categories of members (builders, 
sub-contractors, manufacturers, suppliers, service providers 
and professionals) is currently 38 members strong. This includes 
representation from general contractors and home builders to renovators 
and sub-trades (masons, painters, decorators, landscaping design and 
installation, plumbing, heating and air conditioning specialists, concrete 
contractors, manufacturers, suppliers and retailers, utility and service 
providers, professional planning and design services).

They all work together to promote their industry as a whole, to 
continuously learn and grow and to support the wealth of local talent 
in the region. 

“The Saugeen Home Builders and Trade Association is proud of 
the on-going efforts of its members to raise the professionalism of the 
building industry,” says Lisa MacDonald, Executive Officer for the 
SHBTA. Members meet bi-monthly to listen to guest speakers, attend 
seminars and network. They also attend training events and local and 
regional conferences.

“The construction industry can get a bad rap for being shady, but 
we are a legit professional group and we take pride in what we do,” says 
Robert Mayerhofer, owner of Robert Mayerhofer Decorator & Painter 
and a director on the SHBTA board of directors. He has been a member 
of the association for over 10 years. 

Mayerhofer had dabbled with memberships in other types of 

STORY  ADRIENNE BROWN
PHOTOGRAPHY  SUPPLIED BY SHBTABUILDING 

BUSINESSES BETTER

Continued on page 48

RR#1 Holland Centre, ON

519 794 0018

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:30pm

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN   POST & BEAM 

WHITE PINE FLOORING   T&G SIDING

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6" Squares

CALL FOR QUOTE

www.moggievalleytimber.com

learn more at Gute.ca

519-377-3109        |        dylan@gute.ca
348050 4th Concession B Maxwell ONG     

The Shepherd Hut

handcrafted by
Gute_SUM13.indd   1 14-06-10   9:14 AM

Before After

Whether you are looking for a better way to clear land,  
or landscape mulch for your garden,  
or anything in between, you can count on us to supply you with  
professional, courteous, and informed service.
Are you a landscaper or a nursery?  
Call for more information about our mulch dealer network.

235332 Conc. 2C R.R.#1 Williamsford  | 519.794.2842

We produce composts, shredded pine bark mulch, cedar mulch, and coloured 
mulch in red, black and brown. 

groundupcontracting.ca

Blazing trails and cleaning up outside spaces
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professional groups but found the specificity of the SHBTA better suited 
his needs and working with more similar trades was more beneficial to 
his own business. “Most of us are in this for the long-haul,” he says, “so it’s 
great to work with a local group of people in the same industry.”

The SHBTA was founded in 1992 by “a few local contractors with 
members from the building community, a hardware supplier and a 
natural gas supplier,” says MacDonald. The group’s first meetings were 
held in Hanover, graduated to a country restaurant between Hanover and 
Durham and are now regularly held at a restaurant in Clifford. Meetings 
are casual and fun, but still maintain the original goal of the 1992 
founders: to “raise the awareness and the professionalism of the building 
community,” according to MacDonald. In fact, she says, each year the 
group grows stronger and raises its status and reputation more and more. 

Member businesses also continue to grow. Just like a group of 
friends, it’s hard for them to agree on the association’s biggest success 
story – which in itself says a lot. With so much local support, some 
businesses that started extremely small are now opening new offices, 
expanding their services and hiring more local employees. 

“This is a self-help organization that works together to increase the 
professional talents of its members and to create consumer awareness 
of the organization and its members,” says MacDonald. “All members 

must abide by a code of ethics, which credits their professionalism in 
the construction industry.” Obviously they’re doing something right. 

It’s not all about the businesses in the association, though. The SHBTA 
also gives back to the local community as much as possible. For a few 
years, the association held an annual dinner featuring sports celebrities as 
guest speakers to raise funds for the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Guests 
included Ron MacLean, Bobby Baun and Angelo Mosca.

Similarly, the local association sponsored one of its own members 
and spouse to join an Ontario Home Builders’ Association building 
project in the Dominican Republic in 2010. They also raised funds to 
donate equipment for the same build. 

The SHBTA also donates funds and time for local Habitat for 
Humanity builds, for which they have been recognized many times 
over. They have also been recognized by the Ontario Youth Apprentice 
Program (OYAP) Regional Technical Skills Challenge for sponsorship.

This July 16, the SHBTA will hold a golf tournament at BlackHorse 
Golf & Country Resort in Kincardine to raise more funds for their 
charitable efforts. 

Learn more about how you can take part in their charity events or 
become a member of SHBTA at www.saugeenhomebuilders.ca.  OH

SHBTA members 
work at a Habitat 
For Humanity 
build, while others 
enjoy the annual 
golf tournament.

Interior design and decorating   |   17 years experience   |   Servicing Grey and Bruce County

519.881.5524  |  heathersmilliedesignsinc.com

Heather Smillie Designs Inc.

Hether Smilie_Sum14.indd   1 14-06-11   2:36 PM
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A
GRILLED CORN & TOMATO SALSA

1 corncob

1 tomato, finely diced

¹⁄³ cup finely diced white onion

2 tbsp chopped fresh cilantro

2 tsp olive oil

1 tsp lime juice

Pinch each salt and pepper

• Place corncob on greased grill over 
medium-high heat; grill until tender 
and well grill-marked, about 15 min-
utes. Let cool enough to handle; cut 
kernels from cob. Place in bowl and 
let cool completely. Stir in tomato, 
onion, cilantro, olive oil, lime juice, 
salt and pepper. Set aside.

CHILI-LIME MAYO

½ cup light mayonnaise

2 tsp lime juice

½ tsp each chili and garlic powder

• In bowl, stir together mayonnaise, 
lime juice, chili powder and garlic 
powder. Set aside.  

THE OUR HOMES SIGNATURE 
BAJA-STYLE BURGER

A freshly grilled, salsa-topped burger simply 
screams summer! 
 
We’ve looked to the sunny beaches of Baja for inspiration for our very own signature burger, but 
it’s quite at home in backyards all across this fine country. Happy grilling and happy summer!

OUR HOMES BAJA-STYLE BURGER
Makes 4 Burgers

1 lb (454 g) lean ground beef

2 cloves garlic, grated

2 tsp Dijon mustard

1 tsp chili powder

Dash Worcestershire sauce

Salt and pepper to taste

4 slices mozzarella cheese

4 buns, halved and toasted

1 avocado, sliced

• In a separate bowl, gently knead 
together the ground beef, garlic, 
Dijon, chili powder and Worcester-
shire sauce. Shape into 4 patties, 
about 4 inches wide and ¾-inch thick. 
Using thumb, press an indent in the 
centre of one side of each of the pat-
ties. Generously sprinkle both sides 
with salt and pepper.

• Place patties on greased grill over 
medium-high heat and grill, turning 
once, until centre of meat registers 
160º F using instant-read thermom-
eter, 8 to 10 minutes. Place cheese 
on burgers, close lid and grill until 
cheese is melted, 1 to 2 minutes.

Spread buns with Chili-Lime Mayo, top each with a burger, a few avocado slices and some 
of the Grilled Corn & Tomato Salsa. Enjoy!  OH

3 TIPS FOR THE  
BEST BURGERS EVER

•	 Handle Your Meat Gently – 

When mixing the flavourings 

into the beef, work quickly 

and gently. Overworking the 

mixture heats and toughens it up 

resulting in a dense, sometimes 

spongy-textured burger.

•		Season Right – Sprinkle the 

exterior of burgers (both sides) 

with salt and pepper just before 

they go on the grill. This helps 

prevent a tough interior while 

creating the ultimate crispy, 

grilled crust that is so beloved.

•		Step Away from the Grill – 

Resist the temptation to stand 

over the open grill and flip and 

press your burgers constantly. 

For the juiciest, most tender 

results, put the burgers on the 

grill, close the lid, set a timer 

for 4 or 5 minutes and walk 

away. Only flip them once, and 

never, ever, press those precious 

juices out of your patty!

STORY  MARIA DASILVA
PHOTOGRAPHY  SCOTT HUNTER
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To order a listing in  marketplace, please contact: 
Betty Ann Fawcett • 519.986.2599 • bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com

SEPTIC SYSTEM SOLUTIONS!
MAC TAYLOR is the area’s leading professional when 

it comes to septic system design and installation. 
Knowledgable, dependable and ready to address the 

challenges of your specific needs. Call Mac for a free estimate.
We're here to help you every step of the way. 

www.mactaylor.com · RR#3 Holland Centre, ON N0H 1R0
e. info@mactaylor.com · t. 519.794.2380 · f. 519.794.3701

THE 
WOODWORM

Mantels  |  Cabinets  |  Wall Units
Audio Visual Systems  |  Storage Units

Home Office Workstations  |  Murphy Beds
Kitchen Renos  |  Stone/Tile Backsplashes

Delivering Innovative  
Solutions in Wood

317542 Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound
519-376-6323  |  416-525-7814

www.thewoodworm.com

1-866-622-0106 • www.bluewaterproteam.ca

Water • Fire • Wind • Mould • Asbestos

The Fast, A�ordable, Residential Friendly Solution 
For Removing All Kinds of Junk or Debris.

519.372.2828  |  1.855.372.2828
www.bintheredumpthat.com
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Advertise in our Fall Issue  
& get noticed!

Give YOUR BUSINESS the benefit of  
premium exposure to our  

extensive targeted readership!

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Betty Ann Fawcett • 519.986.2599
bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/greybruce

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

GEOTHERMAL 
SANDY HAMILTON PLUMBING & HEATING  
 Pg 51

HOME DÉCOR/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES  
AUGUST SKIES HOME DECOR ETC Pg 8

HOME ACCENTS EMPORIUM Pg 40

INSIDE IDEAS Pg 17

PEEK THRU MY WINDOW Pg 45

PELLOW PHARMASAVE Pg 17

THE FYRE PLACE & PATIO SHOP Pg 15, 41

HOME IMPROVEMENT/ 
RENOVATIONS  
INSIDE OUT RENOVATIONS Pg 32

HOME ORGANIZATION  
BIN THERE DUMP THAT Pg 51

HOT TUBS/POOLS/SAUNAS  
THE WATER AND WELLNESS CENTRE Pg 7

INTERIOR DESIGN  
HEATHER SMILLIE DESIGNS INC. Pg 49

KITCHEN AND BATH  
BRUCE COUNTY CUSTOM CABINETS Pg 25

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN  
GROUND EFFECTS LANDSCAPES Pg 13

GROUND-UP CONTRACTING Pg 47

HACKSTONE LANDSCAPES Pg 6, 44

HUTTEN & CO LANDSCAPING Pg 3

INSIDE OUT RENOVATIONS Pg 32

MOVING  
JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS Pg 51

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES  
GRANDVIEW HOMES Pg 9

SUMMERSIDE – REID’S HERITAGE HOMES  
 Pg 5

APPLIANCES 
MACDONALDS BRANDSOURCE  
 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Pg 13

SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S TV & APPLIANCES Pg 29

ARCHITECTURAL STONE 
SHOULDICE DESIGNER STONE Pg 2

AUTOMOBILE SALES & SERVICE 
HUTCHINSON AUTOMOTIVE/OK TIRE Pg 45

BILLIARDS 
DOUBLE D CO. Pg 28

BUILDERS 
CANDUE HOMES Pg 29

COUNTRY SIDE BUILDERS Pg 39

INSIDE OUT RENOVATIONS Pg 32

KEN BURROWS AND SON Pg 41

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES 
CENTRE GREY BUILDING SUPPLIES Pg 45

FLESHERTON/MARKDALE HOME  
 HARDWARE Pg 45

MARTIN’S HOME HARDWARE Pg 17

MOGGIE VALLEY TIMBER INC. Pg 47

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
FINE WOODWORKING  
BRUCE COUNTY CUSTOM CABINETS Pg 25

THE WOODWORM Pg 51

TOPNOTCH FURNITURE Pg 56

CLOTHING/JEWELRY/ACCESSORIES 
FANCY THAT Pg 45

PEEK THRU MY WINDOW Pg 45

THE COUNTY LINE Pg 45

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE & STONE  
DI PIETRA DESIGN Pg 25

THE OLD BARN Pg 23, 44

DESIGNERS & ARCHITECTS  
DECOR DESIGN Pg 15

DRYWALLING  
WALL-TECH DRYWALL Pg 51

ELECTRONICS, COMPUTER,  
INTERNET  
WRIGHT NET DESIGNS Pg 45

EXCAVATING/SITE PREP/SEPTIC 
GROUND-UP CONTRACTING Pg 47

MAC TAYLOR CORPORATION Pg 51

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/ 
MORTGAGES 
RBC WEALTH MANAGEMENT – 
 MICHELE MANNEROW Pg 33

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ 
HEATING & COOLING 
AIR TECH MECHANICAL Pg 28

SANDY HAMILTON PLUMBING & HEATING Pg 51

THE FYRE PLACE & PATIO SHOP Pg 15, 41

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM  
CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 32

JD’S FLOORING CENTRE Pg 40

MOGGIE VALLEY TIMBER INC. Pg 47

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING  
MARKDALE FOODLAND Pg 45

TOP O’ THE ROCK Pg 45

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR  
COUNTRY CHARM Pg 11 

DJ’S FURNITURE Pg 15

J’ADORN Pg 55

MACDONALDS BRANDSOURCE  
 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Pg 13

SMITTY’S FINE FURNITURE Pg 33 

THE RUSTY STAR Pg 17

THEN AND NOW, CONSIGNMENT & 
 HOME DÉCOR Pg 45 

TOPNOTCH FURNITURE Pg 56 

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email us at bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource  
Directory, call us to advertise at 519.986.2599.

ROOFING  
KARN’S ROOFING LTD. Pg 41

STONE PRODUCTS 
LEDGEROCK Pg 4

WATER TREATMENT 
MCCANN WATER SYSTEMS Pg 40

WINDOW FASHIONS  
BUDGET BLINDS OF OWEN SOUND Pg 41

CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 32

DECOR DESIGN Pg 15

INSIDE IDEAS Pg 17

PELLOW PHARMASAVE Pg 17

OUTDOOR FURNITURE  
THE FYRE PLACE & PATIO SHOP Pg 15, 41

OUTDOOR KITCHENS/GRILLS/
BBQS  
THE WATER AND WELLNESS CENTRE Pg 7

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES  
GUTE SHEPHERD HUTS Pg 44, 47

THE WATER AND WELLNESS CENTRE Pg 7

PAINTING & DECORATING  
CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 32

MARTIN’S HOME HARDWARE Pg 17

ROBERT MAYERHOFER PAINTER &  
 DECORATOR Pg 51

PAINTING, PRIMING, BLASTING 
& SANDING  
CUSTOM SODA PREP AND PAINT Pg 28

THE PAINT & WOODCARE CO. Pg 15

PLUMBING  
SANDY HAMILTON PLUMBING & HEATING Pg 51

PRE-FAB STRUCTURES  
STONEBOAT ARCHITECTURAL Pg 40, 44

RESTORATION SPECIALISTS  
BLUEWATER PRO TEAM Pg 51
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MAKE A SPLASH
It’s pool time. Make everything 
around your pool fun and fabulous.

1

2

3

4

5

7

8
18

9

1017

11

12

13
1415

16

6

1. Lob The Blob Inflatable Game – Airhead  
2. Lollygagger Chair – Hauser 3. Industrial String 
Lights – West Elm 4. Hibiscus Printed & Sahara Solid 
Beach Towels – Cambridge Towel Company Inc.  
5. La Med Melamine Dinnerware – Williams-Sonoma 
6. Bronson Boat Cooler – Pottery Barn 7. DuraClear® 
Large Faceted Tumblers – Williams-Sonoma 8. Ocean 
Master Max Manta Umbrella – Tuuci 9. Fresh 
American Nautilus & Sea Horse Indoor/Outdoor 
Pillows – Dash & Albert 10. Fresh American 
Trimaran Stripe Indoor/Outdoor Pouf – Dash & 
Albert 11. Partition Tower Planter – PureModern 
12. The Headdemock – Fatboy 13. Bluetooth 
Shower Speaker – ABCO Tech 14. Venice Cream & 
Turqoise Indoor/Outdoor Rug – Fab Habitat Corp. 
15. Transcend® Decking & Railing – Trex® 16. Orchos 
Garden Torch – PureModern 17. Professional 
Charcoal Kettle Grill – Napoleon® 
18. Cube Lanterns – CB2.  OH

MakeASplash_Summer14_1pg.indd   2 2014-06-19   9:44 AM

Fabulous selections, great hours, wonderful service.
Stop in and see the store that everyone’s talking about. 

Open seven days a week.

Carpets | Exclusive Giftware | Sculptures | Jewellery 
Chandeliers | Fine Furnishings | Artwork | Mirrors 

Millinery | Paperie | Whimsy | Parfumerie

770 Queen Street, Kincardine
(519) 396-GIFT (4438) • www.jadorn.ca

Breathtaking Beauty,  
European Elegance

We carry the entire line of Chalk Paint™ 
decorative paints by Annie Sloan.

Please visit www.anniesloanunfolded.com to find a retailer near you.

Jadorn_Sum14.indd   1 14-06-09   9:18 AM
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Bring us any idea and  
we’ll bring it to life.

13 years of professional  
design and manufacturing!

Handcrafted   |   Solid Wood   |   Reclaimed   |   Fine Furniture
#89446 Huron Road 30, 1 km north of Hwy 87 on Fordwich Line

www.topnotchfurniture.com   |   519.335.3213

m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  f i n e  f u r n i t u r e


