
Plus, if like Karen and John, your home for the last four years has been 
the cosy apartment perched atop your skate sharpening and sporting 
goods shop in Hanover, you’ve had plenty of time to decide exactly what 
you want and need to have in that new residence. 

So, they called up fellow hockey fans Don and Sue Tremble of Candue 
Homes in Durham, and got building. “I’ve known Don for a long time,” says 
John. “We knew a couple of other people whom he had built homes for who 
were happy; there was really no question for us. Don did a great job. Any 
time throughout, if we thought there might be a challenge, there wasn’t.”

A big part of heading off challenges was Karen, John acknowledges. 
“I knew what I wanted and having those four years in the apartment was 
a long time to sit and think about what it would be like when we were 
done,” she recalls. 

After the couple were married in 2005, they sold Karen’s house 
in Holland Centre and moved into the apartment above John’s store, 
welcoming their firstborn, Jack, in 2006 and saving up to build somewhere 
closer to Hanover. “We made a list,” says John. “That was the compromise 
we made when we sold Karen’s house: ‘OK then, what’s our next house 
going to be like?’ ” 

“We got them all!” chimes in Karen. “We looked at that old list again 
after our build was finished, and there were only a couple of small things 
that we changed our minds on, for the better.” The modest list had must-
haves like big windows with lots of light, double-hung for easy cleaning; 
big bedrooms for the kids, a two storey with a walk-out basement, a large, 
open kitchen and a big yard. 

IIf your business in Grey County is 
sharpening skates, you get to know pretty 
well everybody around. Or, at least, their 
kids. So, it’s no surprise that when John 
and Karen Kollias, owners of Johnny K 
Sports in Hanover, wanted to build a 
house for their growing family, they knew 
exactly who to ask.
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Family
DESIGN

Karen Kollias prepares a healthy 
snack for her son Charlie in their 

large, inviting kitchen.

Continued on page 36
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Karen found house plans on the Internet that they liked, and then 
worked with an architect recommended by Candue Homes to tweak the 
plans until they were just right. Shovels went in the ground in the spring 
of 2010 and the build was finished by August. 

They were able to move in after the birth of their second son, Charlie, 
who will learn to walk and talk in his beautiful new home. Older brother 
Jack, now four, loves his own car-themed bedroom with his name 
scrawled above his bed. 

“Karen did her homework and had a file on everything,” says Don’s 
partner at Candue and wife, Sue. “She knew what she wanted, listened 
to suggestions and researched everything.” The Kolliases’ approach 
complemented Candue’s. “Don doesn’t want any surprises for clients at 
the end, so he’ll say, ‘If you want to put this in or upgrade to that then 
you’re going to be over your budget.’ He would rather price it a little high 
and credit them back at the end rather than have little surprises.” 

Candue’s business has been steady in Grey County since 1990, 
building six to 10 homes a year. “It’s becoming a real family business, 

with my son and two nephews taking personal interest in everything 
and starting to supervise too,” says Don. “And I have a great bookkeeper,”  
he winks at Sue. 

Don has always built homes. “I started right out of school. I really 
enjoy dealing with people and seeing the product from start to finish,” 
he says. “There is a satisfaction with every house. We work generally 
with the same local trades, which makes it nice because they know what 
we expect for quality. They’re all part of our team, from electricians and 
framers, plumbing and heating, to flooring and trim.” 

You can see their handiwork inside and out of the Kollias home. From 
the dark hardwood floors throughout from Flooring A Fair in Durham; 
to the warm cabinetry in the kitchen from Barzotti Woodworking in 
Guelph, Don’s old stomping grounds. 

Karen and John laugh when they recall doing a slow drive-by of a local 
home to check out its brickwork before settling on the Hampton Blend of 
estate stone-style masonry from Shouldice Designer Stone in Shallow 
Lake, installed by Wiarton Masonry, for their own home. 

A cosy living room opens to the kitchen and dining area, making it easy for 
the Kolliases to keep an eye on their kids while prepping meals. OPPOSITE 
TOP: Family photos tastefully adorn a vintage chest in the living room and 

entranceway table. BOTTOM: A dark island paired with warm cabinetry 
and lots of natural light gives this kitchen year-round appeal.

Continued on page 40
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The main floor laundry room is something to envy with plenty of storage 
and counter space, as well as a view of the backyard. OPPOSITE TOP: 

Karen and John’s master en suite features a curved vessel tub and large 
glassed-in shower with beautiful, large-print wallpaper as a backdrop. 
MIDDLE: The master bedroom is simple and serene – just what these 

two busy parents need. BOTTOM: The family room on the lower level is 
just that – a place for the foursome to hangout.

SOURCE GUIDE

Barry Vaine Woodworking Ltd., Bi-Tech Contracting, Big 

C Excavating, Camp Creek Landscaping, Candue Homes, 

Chalmers Aluminum, Dingwall Electric, Ferguson Framing, 

Flooring A Fair, J.D. Flooring Inc., Lorenz Roofing, Pratt 

Plumbing & Heating, Rona Durham, Shouldice Designer 

Stone, Wiarton Masonry 
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Interior decorating touches are al l  Karen’s.  On Candue’s 
recommendation, she worked with Hopkins Trim and Carpentry 
in Durham to create custom fireplace surrounds that also offer ample 
storage and shelving in the recreation room. Nearly every room has a 
unique mirror, including a triplet in hammered tin in the upper hallway. 
A large, multi-paned mirror hangs over the fireplace in the living room 
and a whimsical wreathe-like mirror embellishes the wall opposite the 
stairs to the lower level. 

“I still carry paint chips around with me,” admits Karen, keeping 
her eye out for accents that will work in their new home. “You don’t 
want to put a hole in the wall until you decide where you really want 
to put things.” 

John insisted on the walk-in shower in the master bath, tiled in a shade 
of taupe. He also contributed to the décor in the basement, where he’s 
able to show off some of the hockey memorabilia collected in the 16 years 
Johnny K Sports has been in business. The basement, with its walk-out 
entrance, is as bright as the upper levels.

“I like to be able to see outside,” gestures Karen to the country vista, 
“it’s really pretty to look out any of the windows.” The Kolliases’ two-acre 
lot south of Durham gives them plenty of space to play outdoors and lots 
of privacy. “There’s a perfect toboggan hill in the back,” attests Karen. She 
is eager for warmer weather so they can get started on landscaping. John, 
however, is already thinking about next winter. “I might put a skating 
rink out there,” he smiles.  OH

TOP: Jack and John enjoy playtime in Jack’s playroom 
castle on the lower level. BOTTOM: Jack’s colourful car-

themed bedroom is a great space to grow in.

We now  
offer

financing!
Visit our showroom  for more  information.
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