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Natural colour choices for this galley
kitchen give it a timeless appeal that's
bright and inviting. LEFT: Classic
dining furniture adds a splash of colour
and gives the combined living-kitchen-
dining area a sophisticated look.
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TOP LEFT: A cathedral ceiling makes
this cosy, traditional living room seem
much larger. TOP RIGHT: The fridge
and pantry are recessed into the back
of the fireplace enclosure, which serves
as a focal point tying the three spaces
together. RIGHT: Mark and Steven
enjoy a morning coffee in their kitchen.
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Like so many people in this world, the most beautiful elements of this home are the
ones you can't really see — that come from deep within; found in the structure, the
land and the inclusion of nature in this case.

Architect Steven Dearlove and Interior Designer Mark Duncan of
Duncan+Dearlove Design Associates, have designed this earth-friendly
beauty in the rolling hills just outside Priceville, with the goal of eventually
living off nature alone. “Our original intent was to build an off-grid, straw-
bale house. Because of cost we had to give up on straw-bale construction
but being off-grid is still a possibility for the future,” says Dearlove.

With complete energy self-sufficiency just a short step away, these
visionary homeowners have made an admirable green start from which
all of us can learn.

Early on the homeowners teamed up with builder Ben Kazimier of
Kazimier Custom Homes in Mansfield. The fine working relationship
that developed allowed the owners and the general contractor to create
an energy-efficient home that is both beautiful and green.

This innovative custom-designed home, enlisting a myriad of energy-

conserving approaches, is set at the end of a winding gravel road that
runs through picturesque cedars, pines and firs. The subtle grey board and
batten exterior with its white window trim suits the country home’s terrain
and matches the three-car garage housing Dearlove’s classic car collection.

“I've designed this home in my mind several times in the past,” he says.
“Often you design a home to suit a particular site. Here, it was half and
half. We chose a site to suit the house we had in mind. There are plenty
of flat properties in the area but we wanted one with an interesting
topography including fields, forest and a pond.”

The 56-acre property offers a panoramic view extending far across
the surrounding rolling hills. Aside from providing visual interest for the
open-concept living room and kitchen, the glazing on the south side of the
home allows for passive solar heat to warm the home in winter while solar
shading on the same side provides cooling in the summer.  continued on page 24
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feature

Duncar’s interior design complements the exterior of the home
perfectly. “The overall feeling we wanted to create was quiet and calm
—not trendy.” Duncan's nod to classic design can be seen in details from
the natural light streaming from overhead skylights to the chocolate slate
tiles cladding the central wood-burning fireplace. The hearth separates
the galley kitchen from the great room and anchors the open space on
the main floor.

The same air of serenity extends to the unique recessed fridge and
pantry at the rear of the fireplace enclosure. The colour of the fireplace
repeats itself in the Moss shade of a parallel section of the Biscotti-
coloured kitchen cabinetry by Fischer Construction. Taupe quartz
countertops, sand walls, and white trim on doors and windows also
contribute to the dominant tranquil mood Duncan intended.

“Good design is timeless,” states Duncan. “The hard finishes should
be neutral. You can add colour and switch things up down the road if
you want.”

Asked about the classic furniture pieces that grace the setting,
Duncan says simply, “You have to start with the things you love and build
from there.”  Continued on page 26

Breakfast is served in the main-floor
master bedroom, which offers a
spectacular view of the rolling hills outside.
TOP RIGHT: A spare room upstairs
features a sloped ceiling, built using SIPs
0 make the home more energy efficient.
RIGHT: Like the rest of the house,
airs bathroom is a bright and
e to relax.
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I recewmg thEIr munthl}r bills. That's because they

JUST GOT THE
UTll.lTY BILL

 longer dread

made the switch to WaterFurnace geothermal
heating and cooling technology. Many
geothermal system owners see savings of up to
70% on their utility bills compared to ordinary
furnaces and air conditioners. And with the ‘%
volatile costs of natural gas and propane, it'sa
smart decision now and for years to come. So
relax, and take control over those utility bills.

N\ORTHERN

HEATING & VENTILATION

Collingwood « Markdale * Owen Sound
705-444-2736 » 519-986-3307 » BOO-661-5796
www.northerngeothermal.com « norhernheating@overus.ca
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Smarter from the Ground Up~

Driveways ¢ Patios ¢ Decks
Docks ¢ Pathways ¢ Steps

WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!

i

BEFORE
R

- “,, I'L:"‘ L!Iﬂ“ L!lh" r;;.-.

- AFTER

ENVIRO

RUBBER FAVING

Rubber Paving is affordable, beautiful and durable.
Improved traction, comfort & snow removal.
Unlimited “No Questions Asked” 15 year Guarantee

Our surface won'’t crack!

Our estimates are always friendly and FREE call

Grubb & Gutscher today!
1-888-799-5211

EnviroPaving.com
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The lower level boasts a walkou
and doubles as Mark's office space. RIG
An antique jukebox is set against an exposed
cement wall that helps hold the passive solar
heat the home captures. BOTTOM: Mark and
en's eco-friendly home aglow at night.

In developing his initial design for the home, Dearlove followed
Duncar’s advice. “Commencing architectural school in 1979, I was greatly
impacted by the North American energy crisis. I vividly remember a
magazine cover at the time asking: “Will We Freeze In The Dark? That
was the beginning of my eco-consciousness,” he says. “During the 90s I
was struck by the waste involved in consumer packaging. Until now, I
haverrt had a chance to apply my conservation ideas. With the completion
of this house, I'm proud to say energy conservation actually works.”

Dearlove believes others could benefit from his experience. “One of my
long-term goals is to build homes with low-energy consumption; homes
that would appeal to regular homeowners.”

This house incorporates a number of cutting edge elements that make
it an elegant example of eco-sustainability. It began in January 2010.
Dearlove stood, facing south, extended his arm to point to where the
home should be built to take full advantage of the sun’s passive solar heat.
It continued with the insulation of walls and ceilings to a rating of R40,
double the amount required for walls and 30 per cent more for ceilings,
by code. SIPs (structural insulated panels) were used in the fabrication
of the home’s roof, which allows for a towering 20-foot cathedral ceiling
on the main floor with ceiling fans to help distribute the heat.

The cost of SIPs is higher than that of materials for a comparable
framed structure, but a well-built home using SIPs will have a tighter
building envelope with higher insulating properties, which results in
fewer drafts and lower energy consumption. To offset the home’s tight
energy envelope, four earth tubes running underground to the home from
a distance of more than 100 feet, are used as a passive way to allow for
fresh air exchange in all seasons without the need for mechanical means
or any electrical load.

Here, propane does not just power the outdoor barbecue. It provides
energy for the boiler, which heats water for domestic use as well as hot
water for the in-floor heating system. Clearview Concrete installed the
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three-inch thick, floating concrete floors on the main level and a four-inch
thick slab on the lower level. The depth creates more mass to hold the
passive solar heat that the home captures. The positive result is a total
energy cost that is half of what it took to power a previous home two-
thirds the size of the present one.

Practical considerations aside, the home owes much of its appeal
to the superb interior design elements that Duncan has incorporated.
“First of all, Steve and I wanted the home to be sustainable. We tried to
keep the price under control by balancing our needs with our wants,”
says Duncan.

Dearlove and Duncan demonstrate that although building green
demands plenty of forethought and planning, it’s a very rewarding
experience, which is obtainable for many home builders. ou
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23 Harvey Lane Kincardine — $349,900 Minutes north of Kincardine, Utilizing the lof fo its max
this little hideaway offers more than just privacy. The Bunkie sits atop the hill then down a few steps fo the
main cottage deck area. Wonderful lake views from the front deck or the great room kitchen. Come let
castle building be the sport of the day! mis# 410821000423000

27-29 Red Cedar North = $690,000 Two distinctive homes cover three incredible lofs. Slate from
Scotland, two inch ash interior doors, maple hardwood floors & metal roofs. Both buildings boast “all weather”
exterior shutfers, two bedrooms, 2 full baths & spacious family rooms with skylights and fireplaces. Lake views
in the dining room & master suite with spa like ensuife in the Main House. The cottage sports lovely wood floors
& cabinets as well as a two sided fireplace. Sure to be a super refreat for all! miS# 410821000506900
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Email: linda@bowershomes.ca

519.396.5522 www.bowershomes.ca

ROYAL LEPAGE

Exchange Realty Co. Brokerage

568 Hunter Street Kincardine — $362,400 527 Stornoway at Inverlyn Lake Estates —
This welcoming design has three bedrooms, 2 V2 bath,  $318,165 Your home but someone else cuts the
main floor laundry with o cathedral ceiling in the great  grass & removes snow. This 3 bdrm, 2 bath, raised
room and lofs of room fo finish in the bosement too.  ranch offers you a downsized home with room for

All on a ravine lot. MiS# 410822000101624 guests and storage. MLS# 410716000914262

784 Lake Range Drive — $664,900 From the first step inside the great room or up to the bonus
room over the garage, high ceilings, fransom enhanced windows & the woodwork throughout will awe you.
With two ensuite baths on the upper level & a “Jack & Jill* on the lower level... AND sunsets of the famed

Bruce Beach. mis #: 410716000828318
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Industry's Best Performing Wall-Oven

Industry's 1st 7" Full-Colour Touch anywhere LCD Display

Industry's Most Powerful Convection Element

206518 Hwy 26 E, MEAFORD
519-538-1620 or 800-265-3172

www.macdonaldsfurniture.com

MACDONALD’S
COUNTRYWIDE

S3TORE HOURS:
Mon. to Sat. 9 am - 5:30 pr
Fri. 9 am - 8:30 pm
Sun. 11 am - 4 pm

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
Since 1953
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