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The Largest Independent Real Estate  
Brokerage In Grey/Bruce County

WILFRED McINTEE & CO. LTD., Brokerage
PO Box 929, 181 High Street, Southampton, ON N0H 2L0

Bus: (519) 797-5500   Fax: (519) 797-3214
www.mcintee.ca
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PRIME LOCATION $449,900 463 Meadow Lane, 
Southampton. Executive 3 B.R. w/access to rail trail, 
sand beach & tennis courts. Open concept main flr L.R., 
D.R. & kitch. w/cherry custom kitchen cabinets, hardwd 
floors., 3 bathrms, gas f/p, landscaped gardens; lg deck. 

CENTURY HOME $279,900 43 Albert St N, Southampton.
Spacious, immaculate, double brick 3 B.R., Century home 
in prime Southampton location, close to downtown 
& sand beach. Exceptionally well maintained. Newer 
carpeting, forced air natural gas-main level, gas f/place.

WATERFRONT BUNGALOW  $ 469,900 140 North Shore 
Rd, Saugeen Shores. Immaculate 3 B.R. brick bungalow 
on landscaped lot. Features: new 40 yr. guaranteed 
shingled roof ‘2011; spacious L.R. w/gas fireplace; formal 
D.R.; large kitchen w/patio doors to deck; 2 bathrooms. 

myhomes.360photo.ca/7158 myhomes.360photo.ca/7139 myhomes.360photo.ca/7132

EXECUTIVE COTTAGE CLOSE TO BEACH  $489,900 44 
Adelaide St, Southampton. Spacious 3 B.R. executive 
home close to sand beach & tennis courts. Private & 
convenient location, property has been totally renovated. 
Features: pine flrs (ceramic tile in bathrooms), 2 full baths. 

120’ OF WATERFRONT $489,900 155 Sunset Blvd, Georgian 
Bluffs. Water frontage on Colpoy`s Bay. Renovations 
include new laminate flring, newer roof, updated kitchen, 
lg cathedral style rm w/panoramic view of Bay. Permanent 
lg dock. Main level w/add.1400 sq. ft. on lower level. 

QUALITY WATERVIEW BUNGALOW $449,900   35 
Front Street, Southampton. Quality built 2 level raised 
bungalow on a waterview lot walking distance to sand 
beach. Features: 6 B.R.’s, 2 full kitchens, family rm, 
airtight woodstove, hardwood flrs, oak kitchen cupboards. 

myhomes.360photo.ca/7116 myhomes.360photo.ca/7109 myhomes.360photo.ca/6491

4 BEDROOM EXECUTIVE HOME $559,900 488 Sunset 
Blvd, Port Elgin. Superbly crafted home features ledge 
rock exterior w/encasement windows. Exceptionally 
detailed w/hardwd flr in L.R., D.R. & kitchen, carpet 
in master & loft; spectacular kitchen. Main flr master. 

FANTASTIC LOCATION $479,900 126 High St, 
Southampton. Charming Century brick home. Exquisite 
restorations in past 2 yrs. include; most walls w/
solid plaster, all flrs restored to original state, hardwd 
main level, pine floors - 2nd level, crown moulding. 

EXCELLENT WATERVIEW  $399,900 56 Huron St, N, 
Southampton. Executive 3 B.R. bungalow w/excellent 
WATERVIEW.  Close to Southampton sand beach & 
shopping. Many upgrades, updated spacious kitchen w/
island, pine floors in L.R., D.R. & kitchen, 2 gas f/places. 

myhomes.360photo.ca/7004 myhomes.360photo.ca/6890 myhomes.360photo.ca/6661

CUSTOM EXECUTIVE HOME  $549,900 424 Bruce 
Road 13, Southampton. Custom Built open concept 4 
B.R. brick home. Includes hdwd & ceramic flrs w/in-flr 
heating on main level, Master ensuite w/whirlpool tub, 
Tray ceiling, gas f/p, central air & vac & 3-car garage.  

WATERFRONT  $749,900 46 Miramichi Bay Rd, Saugeen 
Shores. Beautiful executive brick 4 BR home in private 
setting w/breathtaking views of Lake Huron. Features 
hardwd flrs, 3 f/places, formal DR, newer Hanover 
kitch w/dining open to lg family rm w/walkout. E. 

WATERFRONT $559,900 109 Sunset Blvd, Georgian 
Bluffs. Exceptional executive 4 B.R. WATERFRONT 
bungalow. Features 2 walkouts on main level w/another on 
lower level to large patio area. High efficiency gas furnace 
2008, Jenn Air appliances, ext & int. recently painted. 

View these properties (and others) at :www.haroldfenlon.ca
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BEFORE AFTER

ViRTuAl Hy-GRAdE ROOF

(855) HY-GRADE
 (toll-free!)         4 9  4 7 2 3 3   

learn More
www.GreyBruceHyGradeRoofing.com

Take a good look at your roof...

...then admit...

“I Can’t Believe We Need  
Another New Roof...ALREADY...

Our shingled roof is only 10 years old!” 

1 in 100 odds guaranteed

WIN

CASH* 
Hurry! Our busiest season is here... 
*Go to HyGradeRoofing.com/cash  

for the details, terms  & conditions.

$10,000

$10,000

Your “ugly” roof... ...will lead to a leaky roof,
maybe just into your attic at first...

Cupping Blistered

Missing Streaking

Appraisal Institute of Canada says up to 75% of your  
Hy-Grade steel roofing system investment immediately  
adds to the equity in your cottage, home, and church.  
Net investment in a Hy-Grade roof now can now equal  
the “rental” cost of a shingled roof.

Now imagine...
...a virtual Hy-Grade roof on YOUR HOUSE to help you decide! 
Go to HyGradeRoofing.com where you’ll see how to upload 
a photo of your house and choose all the colours you’d like.

Great 100% financing options are available too including  
“no interest - no payments”, OAC. 

Believe in Better...

™

Don’t “RENT” another asphalt roof. Invest 
in Hy-Grade permanent steel roofing system 

& maybe WIN                 CASH!*”$10,000

$10,000

The Simple Truth...
This is the BEST ROOF investment you will ever make...PERIOD!

GET BAck up TO 75% 
OF yOuR Hy-GrAde  STEEl 
ROOFinG inVESTMEnT...
inSTAnTAnEOuSly



 

MacGregor
Enterprises
H O M E S

Superior Construction 
 - Starting from 279,000
 - Many floor plans to choose from
 - One, 1 Year Free Membership at 
   Ainsdale Golf Course when you buy a               
   home from MacGregor Enterprises Homes
 -  2 new homes under construction  

   on the lake
 - Cottage Now... Retirement Later

HOMES FOR 
SALE OR LEASE

Find us at Inverlyn Lake Estates
Adult Lifestyle Community in Kincardine

email -  inverlyn@bmts.com 

...on the shores of Lake Huron

Low Condo/Maintenance Fee

- Just steps from the sandy  
shore of Lake Huron

- Lawn cut and driveway plowed
- Private 90 acres woodland
- 8km of trails
- Trail access to Ainsdale Golf Course
- 6,000 sq. ft. clubhouse
- Salt water pool & putting green
- 23 acre private inland lake

Welcome Home to Inverlyn
179 Carloway Trail, Kincardine 
519-396-5531 | www.inverlynlakeestates.com

mcgreg_SUM12.indd   1 12-05-28   10:53 AM

Little’s...Come Back to Comfort

1963 - 2012

49
183 Goderich St., PORT ELGIN, ON | 519 832 9085 | www.littlesfurniture.ca

SALES & SERVICE • NEW & USED
Hwy 21, Southampton     519-797-3905 
sinclairtv@bmts.com      www.squaredealneils.ca
Large enough to serve you, small enough to care! 

SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S
TV AND APPLIANCES
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Living_Sum12.indd   1 12-05-31   9:49 AM

LAKESIDE LIVING 
AT ITS FINEST!
energy star ® certified homes

519-389-4848 | 1-866-389-7343

reidsheritagehomes.com
The ENERGY STAR® mark is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada. 

*Prices and specifi cations subject to change without notice. See Sales Representative for more details. E.&O.E.  May, 2012

NEW RELEASE

NEW DESIGNS

NEW MODEL

MODEL HOME
VALLEYVIEW

2,513 SQ.F T.

TRECASTLE
3,056 SQ.F T.

SIERRA
1,718 SQ.F T.

Beside The Lake,
Beyond The Ordinary

HOURS: 
Mon – Thurs 1-6 p.m. 

Fri – Sun 12-5 p.m.
469 Biener Drive

JOSEPH ST.

BIENER DR.

SU
M

PT
ON

Sales
Office &
Model

JOSEPH ST.

BIENER DR.

SU
M

PT
ON

Sales
Office &
Models

VISIT OUR 
BRAND NEW 

MODEL HOME!

• Exquisite details

• Energy Star ® Certified

• Large lots

• Spacious interiors

• Close to parks, golf, 
walking trails & more

• Attached Bungalows and 
2-storey towns also available

from
the low

$300’s*

SUMM 0214 Our Homes Gr Bruce FP Ad.indd   1 22/05/12   4:38 PM
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G
GET OUTSIDE AND HAVE SOME FUN! That’s my goal this 
summer – my big challenge to myself. Fun. Doesn’t exactly sound like I’m 
shooting for the stars, I know, but I have a tendency to rank fun low on the 
priority list, amongst things like getting my windshield fixed and RRSPs. 
(Okay, maybe not THAT low!)

 I belong to the “chores first, fun last” belief system, but I’ve recently 
discovered a major flaw in this system: chores are never-ending! There 
will always be something to clean or fix, plant or pull, cook or plan, and 
while I do enjoy a few of these things, none compare to biking to the beach, 
swimming all day, eating s’mores around a campfire or swinging on a tree 
swing. Quite honestly, none of them even compare to cuddling up on the 
couch to watch Law & Order.

I’ve been thinking about fun a lot this year and even started scheduling 
it in. I know, I know, how fun is that? Who has to schedule in fun? Well, 
I do! Or did anyway… until I met an incredible woman while producing 
this issue of OUR HOMES. 

Lynne Knowlton, a popular design blogger who lives here in Grey 
Bruce, has created a spectacular outdoor space tailored to fun, for kids 
AND grownups! When she’s not entertaining friends and family in her 
stunning outdoor kitchen by the pool, you might find her enjoying a coffee 
in her tree house or dancing in her barn (page 22). Lynne has designed the 
life she wants and fun is at the top of each day’s to-do list – a philosophy 
I’ve been inspired to follow.

So far, my fun plans include biking to work every day and I just bought a 
new bike for this very purpose. I’ve also vowed to spend more time at the beach 
that’s just a five-minute walk from my home, and as I write this, I’m thinking of 
the steak and feta salad I’m planning to take as a picnic there tonight.

Fun should be a part of every day and while I know many of you don’t 
need to be reminded of that, I have a feeling I’m not totally alone in this. 
How can you start your summer of fun? Why not begin by reading this 
issue of OUR HOMES with a cold drink in your backyard lounge chair? I’m 
confident you’ll discover all kinds of inspiring stories and ideas that get 
your fun wheels turnin’.

Cheers to a fun summer!

Shelby Hilson, Managing Editor
shelby@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

Broken Concrete?  
Broken Asphalt?

WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!

BEFORE

AFTER
many many applications

1-800-206-6097
EnviroPaving.com

Driveways • Patios • Decks 
Docks • Pathways • Steps

Rubber Paving is affordable, beautiful and durable.
Improved traction, comfort & snow removal.

Unlimited “No Questions Asked” 5 year Guarantee 
Our surface won’t crack! 

Our estimates are always friendly and FREE call

Grubb & Gutscher today!

Exclusive OrbitClean™ Wash Arm Dishwasher 
Smudgeproof™ Stainless Steel

Accordia™ Cellular Shades. The perfect 
place to begin your decorating journey. LEVOLOR.CA

G E T  I N S P I R E D  @

E L E VAT E  Y O U R  D É C O RTHE FOCAL POINT OF A ROOM
ISN’T ALWAYS A PIECE OF FURNITURE.

www.cuneointeriors.com
800-265-1172

873 10th St., Hanover, ON
519-364-1303

207 Durham St., Walkerton, ON
519-881-2170

e d i t o r ’ s  n o t e
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Fabulous selections, great hours, wonderful service.
Stop in and see the store that everyone’s talking about. 

Open seven days a week.

Carpets | Exclusive Giftware | Sculptures | Jewellery 
Chandeliers | Fine Furnishings | Artwork | Mirrors 

Millinery | Paperie | Whimsy | Parfumerie

770 Queen Street, Kincardine
(519) 396-GIFT (4438) • www.jadorn.ca

Breathtaking Beauty,  
European Elegance

Jadorn_Sum12_R2.indd   1 12-05-11   9:42 AM
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Shop at home service. Also serving Bruce Peninsula
155 High St., Southampton  519.797.1869

dwinteriorsonline.com

Exquisite Window Treatments created in our workroom. 
Custom Draperies, Blinds, Roman Blinds, Shutters,Wallpaper, 
Custom Bedding, Reupholstery, Space Planning, Consultation

Full Service Design Firm 

I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N  A . R . I . D . O .

Live your style

DESIGNING WOMEN

Contact us regarding our NEWcustom 
drapery program up to 30-40% off!

Bring a little warmth 
& style into your home.

 Sales, installations & service   |   Wett Certified Technicians on staff  
519-986-2112     mountaintopchimneysweep.ca

 
Come visit our cozy showroom located at  

13 Toronto Street North in Markdale  
to see our beautiful display models and accessories available.

  

492 10th St. Hanover | 1-888-385-6660
hanovercabinets.com

Hanover
Kitchen & bath Gallery



HERE COMES colour
THE SPUMONI TREND

Say the word “pastel” and I envision spumoni ice cream (yes, I love 
it) and Easter eggs. Delicious yes, but attractive? Pastels seem so faint 
compared to their primary counterparts, a weaker version of the true thing. 
But when you describe them, they’re wonderful and yummy (cotton candy, 
mint chip, lemon chiffon) or romantic and flowery (rose, lavender, wisteria). 
Maybe they’re understated, but these introverts of the colour wheel are 
whimsical, refreshing, and dreamy. What tones could better characterize 
summer? So how do we use them? It’s always fun to see these trends in print 
but how do you incorporate a trend into your otherwise permanent décor? 

THE ANSWER? DO IT YOURSELF.
Get out your dirty t-shirt and ripped jeans! Whether you’re having a 

romance with the pastel trend or into a more vibrant palette, here are a 
few ideas for a do-it-yourself approach.

PAINT DIPPED ACCESSORIES
A note-worthy trend that cropped up is paint-dipped furniture and 

accessories. Start with a wooden spoon. It couldn’t be easier and there is 
virtually no investment. Paint the legs of a chair. Dip the base of a basket 
or a set of wine glasses. You don’t have to actually dip an object in a bucket 
of paint if it’s too large. Just give the illusion by painting the lower or upper 
portion of a piece and voilà, you’re showing your trendy side. A small 
item is a great way to practice, but to make an impression, do something 
sizeable. I recently cut and hemmed a table skirt in burlap and dipped 
the lower portion in Benjamin Moore’s HC-59 Odessa Pink. It looks 
wonderful as a centerpiece stacked with books and white pillar candles. 

 

LINENS
If you have an old set of white sheets to spare you can incorporate two 

trends in one: Tie-dyed linens (that boho-chic thing) in soft pastel tones 
– a tablecloth, curtains, duvet cover, toss cushions. Those are just a few 
ideas. Tie-dying is actually really easy. Sew together two 24-inch square 
fabric pieces and when you’re done you have a throw pillow that screams 
“hello 70’s!” If you don’t have anything on hand, purchase a textural linen 
or heavy cotton duct by the yard at your local fabric store. It’s not as easy 
as ordering online, but you’ll be proud of your design. Check out the Rit 
Dye website for colour ideas. 

FLOOR STENCILING
An old wood floor in rough shape is always a dilemma – to refinish 

or to paint? I’ve always wanted to try stenciling: Maybe on a third floor? 
A dark space that needs some livening up? A country kitchen? This is 
a great way to incorporate colour into a space. Buy a roll of paper at a 
craft store and create your fabulous shape. Stain or paint the entire floor 
an inspiring colour, then use your cut-out to stencil in white or another 
colour of choice. Choose wisely! Let’s not forget that this is a LOT of 
work. Forget the sweat, tears and hours of labour! How incredible is 
that end result? Stain colour suggestion: For a beautiful blue tone try 
MinWax Pearl Gray.

The ideas may be endless, but the do-it-yourself method does take 
planning and time. Most importantly, send us some photos! Everyone 
has a different approach to decorating and it’s always fun to see what our 
readers have been up to.  OH

Designer 
Stephanie 
Redmond 

answers your 
questions.
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ABC CARPET & HOME

RARE DEVICE/ROBERT BEAN PHOTO

a d v i c e

L-M Woodcraft K I T C H E N  |  B E D R O O M S  |  B A T H

Mount Forest   Ontario   519.323.3715

Customized fine 
woodworking by

Big. Small. Intricate. Simple.
Bring us any idea and

we’ll bring it to life.

More
we make your dreams a reality

DON’T PAY FOR ONE FULL YEAR
No money down • No interest • No monthly payments

C A N A D I A N  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

672 Welham Rd, Barrie, ON   
1.855.727.0096   
www.dipietradesign.com

  Dream kitchens and spa like bathrooms

  Built to suit your taste and budget

  Building or renovating? Our team of design 
experts are here to make it easy

than just granite countertops

DiPietraBleed.indd   1 12-05-31   10:37 AM
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T
“I like to sit in my backyard. I go out on the hammock and sit in silence and kind 

of meditate. Nature is calming, and it’s nice to go out there and clear my head.” 

– Devon Werkheiser

Turn your backyard into a 
relaxing retreat with these 
fun summer finds…

DJ’S HANDCRAFTED 
SOLID WOOD FURNITURE
(1) Metal Wall Art
Hang these bright, whimsical creatures on the side of your 
home or garden shed for fun summer appeal. Big and 
small, purple and orange, it’s hard to choose a favourite.
805 10th St.
Hanover
519.506.3228
www.djsfurniture.ca

TOP NOTCH FURNITURE
(2) Muskoka Chair
Enjoy a maintenance-free summer with 100 per cent 
recycled plastic Muskoka chairs and patio sets. Leave 
them out year-round without the worry of fading or 
blowing away. Made to last a lifetime without a single 
refinish. Several colours and styles available.
89446 Huron Rd. 30
Gorrie
519.335.3213
www.topnotchfurniture.com

BAYBERRY’S OF HIGH STREET 
FLOWERS & GIFT
(3) Outdoor Planters
Colour your outdoor world with these big, bold garden 
planters. Handmade in British Columbia, they’re heavy, 
durable and available in an assortment of attractive 
colours. Choose some summery plants and flowers too, 
for a one-stop shopping experience.
184 High St.
Southampton
519.797.9945
www.flowergiftshop.ca

1

2

3

Continued on page 20

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Best Pricing - Huge Inventory - Name Brands - Expert Staff

Powerful choice - Sensible price

Engineered for durability, Sunbrite TV’s are engineered for use in permanent all-weather outdoor 
environments. The extra bright screens are built into an all-weather exterior that protects the inter-
nal components from rain, dirt, insects and scratches in temperatures from -24 to 122 degrees F.

Multi-fan air flow system keep the internal units cool and dry.

Internal controlled heater protects TV down to -24 degrees.

Water-tight cable entry system keeps wiring safe from corrosion.

Anti-Reflective Windows reduces glare, increases contrast, and protects the LCD screen.

Walkerton 519-507-4388
Hanover 519-506-4388

www.hdtvand electronics.net
www.facebook.com/hdtvandelectronics

We can install everything we sell, or have one of our professional design staff offer advice for the D.I.Y. folks.

It all starts here!  
       Let Your Project be Our Project from design to installation.

506, 22nd Ave. Hanover, ON  519-364-6000 www.ourprojectcentre.com

Two Great Stores Side by Side
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THE RUSTY STAR
(5) Birdhouse and Feeders
Give your backyard friends a stylish spot to stop 
and relax. These rustic feeders and humble abodes 
are just a sample of the many styles and sizes 
available. In return for being a gracious host, you’ll 
be serenaded in song all summer long.
408065 Grey Rd. 4 
Maxwell 
519.922.2010
www.therustystar.ca

COUNTRY CHARM
(4) Chimes
Fresh summer breezes never 
sounded so sweet. Handcrafted 
of the best quality powder-
coated aluminum tubing 
with Poly-Wood® tops and 
strikers, you can enjoy the deep 
melodious tones of these chimes 
year-round.
Hwy. 6 & 10 
Rockford
519.376.4434
www.ccharm.com

MARTIN’S HOME HARDWARE
(6) Outdoor Loveseat
With furniture like this Kettler loveseat, you’ll 
be just as comfortable in your backyard as you 
are in your living room. It’s designed to resist 
scratching, chipping and fading with optimal 
stability and a contoured back for comfort. 
You may want to buy the whole set!
236 High St.
Southampton
519.797.3645
www.martins.ca  OH

4
5
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Dining | Bedroom | Living Room | Other Furniture 

When Topnotch builds your custom furniture, we
bring a tradition of uncompromising craftsmanship 
to the table. From carefully selected hardwoods to 
in-shop finishing, heirlooms are our business. opnotch
www.topnotchfurniture.com 519.335.3213

Showroom Hrs: M-F 8-5:30; S 9-3
#89446 Huron Rd. 1km north of Hwy. 87 on Fordwich Line

Dining | Bedroom | Living Room | Other Furniture 

visit our
New

showroom!
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TThis is the stuff dreams are made of, and they’ve all come true for an 
imaginative, fun-loving family here in Grey Bruce.

Design the life you want to live – that’s the motto Lynne Knowlton lives 
by. It’s also the name of her popular design blog (lynneknowlton.com) 
where she shares her inspiring do-it-yourself ideas and home projects, 
along with candid, yet encouraging stories about cancer and how it 
has touched her and her family’s lives. Lynne’s coveted sense of style 
paired with her witty, fearless writing has earned her thousands of blog 
subscribers and social media followers from around the world.

Her home, which she shares with her husband Michael and four 
children, is a countryside utopia that reawakens childhood fantasies of 
play forts and secret hiding places. With every turn of the head some 
little detail unveils itself, igniting the imagination. It might be a door 
handle made from a horseshoe, chimes crafted from kitchen utensils or 
a chandelier hanging in an outhouse. Beauty is abound, even where you 
least expect it.

BY  SHELBY  H I LSON 
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN IE  FOX  AND ANDREW GR INTON

STYLED  BY  LYNNE  KNOWLTON

Just imagine
A barn designed for dancing. A fully-
equipped outdoor kitchen and pool 
area to entertain at. An enchanting 
tree house suited to host guests and 
newlyweds. One hundred acres to 
explore freely. And a beautiful home 
with a wraparound porch to relax on.

Continued on page 24
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FOR ENTERTAINING
Follow the flagstone path from the back of the house and you’ll find 
yourself looking over the incredible outdoor entertaining area. It’s at 
the top of these steps that Lynne and Michael said “I Do” – not long after 
moving in. No one would have thought this a pretty wedding venue 10 
years ago though! When the Knowlton family bought the home, the stone 
walls that surround the pool and lounge area were completely buried 
beneath rubble, garbage and overgrown trees.

With the help of Sierra Excavating Haulage & Landscaping they 
unearthed it all and repaired the damaged stone walls, placing found bits 
of farm equipment and hardware back in the wall for creative fun.

It just so happens that a barn original to the property burned down 
many decades ago, but after much digging, it was discovered that the stone 
foundation was still intact, and what better place for a pool? That’s how 
the unique shape and size of the pool (installed by Chris Wilkes and Ron 
Hartman) was achieved.   

Lynne’s love of Balinese furnishings and décor is ever evident at the 
poolside kitchen area, with stunning umbrellas to shade the dining table, 
hand-carved bar stools in the shape of cupped hands, colourful toss 
cushions and unique wooden benches to share by the fire. 

Richard Pratt – a man Lynne admiringly refers to as a genius 
contractor, built the timber frame shelter that covers the area. “All beams 
were hand hewn and assembled perfectly,” she says. 

Richard Pratt is responsible for the custom-
designed cement countertop that helps the 
kitchen blend into its natural surroundings 
and survive harsh winter weather.Continued on page 26
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FOR PLAYING
A grown-up tree house? Yes! This enchanting hideaway, built by Chris Wilkes 
and Ron Hartman, was constructed entirely from a local barn that was 
destroyed in a tornado. Lynne says the project started rather innocently with 
plans for a small fort with a wraparound porch, but once the base was built 
they opted for just a small deck and more indoor space, and the tree house 
grew from there. “A friend donated the slide from a torn out playground. 
Another gave us a sink,” says Lynne. “The doors and windows are all recycled 
and reused from old projects and old homes.”

“The outdoor fireplace was a last 
minute addition to our original 
building plans,” says Lynne. “It was 
the best decision we made though; 
it’s my favourite part of our outdoor 
entertaining area.”

FOR PARTIES 
“I think barns are too pretty for hay,” laughs Lynne. “We use our barn for 
dances, parties and weddings. We even have a chandelier hanging in it!” 

Built in the ‘60s after the original barn burned down, the Knowltons 
worked with local Amish workers to restore the barn to a people-friendly 
place. Now you’ll walk past beautifully crafted horse stables on the ground 
floor as you head up to the dance floor, a huge open space that twinkles 
with white lights and glows in the warmth of colourful Balinese lanterns.

Guests love staying the night in the tree house, which sleeps four. With an 
indoor/outdoor bar, a fridge, running water, coffeemaker and woodstove, 
it’s Mother Nature’s version of a hotel room and has even been used as a 
bridal suite!

Continued on page 30
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Duke Iron did all the wrought iron work 
around the property, including the 
antique bed swing that sways beneath 
the tree house.

We Care About Your Air

*Limited Time Offer

Additional Government & 
Utility Rebates also available!

117064 Grey Rd.3, Keady

It's as friendly to the environment as it is to your budget.

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • VENTILATION SYSTEMS

Up to

$1,300 in
 Customer Rewards*

519-934-3358 www.air-tech.ca

 Largest Showroom in the Area
FABRIC   DRAPERY   BLINDS

Designed with no exposed rear cords for enhanced child safety.

TAILORED™  
TRADITIONAL™

TIERED™  
TIERED ARCHITELLA®

TRAVERSED™   
™

Call or stop by today to learn more.

© 2012 Hunter Douglas. ®  and ™ are registered trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

HANOVER SHOWROOM
805 - 10th STREET

519.506.3228
Mon-Thurs   9:30am to 5:30pm

Fri   9:30am to 8:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

WROXETER SHOWROOM
R.R.#2 - 43195 AMBERLEY RD

519.335.3228
Mon-Thurs   8:00am to 5:00pm

Fri   8:00am to 9:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

www.djsfurniture.ca
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The outdoor paradise that is the Knowltons’ backyard is not only 
inspiring, but also visual evidence of the beauty in nature. “I am inspired 
by the space around me. I like to work with what I’ve got,” says Lynne. 
Her creative, organic style is much more than a look though – it provokes 

feelings of happiness, relaxation and playfulness, and to her this means 
a job well done. “I believe a well designed space is one that FEELS 
good,” she says. “A space that anyone can come and enjoy and feel right 
at home.”  OH

You’ll never think of 
outhouses the same. This 
one is nice enough to hang 
out in, and, in fact, Lynne 
has done so with friends on 
cool summer nights. When 
Chris Wilkes built it, he 
installed a “no-stink” system 
and Lynne has prettied it 
up with a lovely chandelier, 
stained glass windows and 
rows of candles.

Lynne and Michael saved old 
scoreboards from the dump 

and put them to work as wind-
blockers in an outdoor living 

area by the tree house.

hair salon
aesthetics
fashion
accessories

RMT massage 
available at 
The Falls inn

Ask about our wedding  
salon and spa 
packages

Come visit us at 
973, 2nd Avenue West, Owen Sound or 
The Falls Inn in Walters Falls.

519.371.3551

a place of quality, service and heart

Luxuryx2

home décor     etc.
Art  D Contemporary Furnishings D Giftware 

D Jewellery D Beautiful & Affordable

Open 7 Days A Week • Extended hours July & August

661 Goderich St., Port Elgin     519-389-3388

RR#1 Holland Centre, ON

519 794 0018

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:00pm

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN   POST & BEAM 

WHITE PINE FLOORING   T&G SIDING

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6

SALE - 1"x 8" pine boards 40 cents a linear foot

" Squares

CALL FOR QUOTE

www.moggievalleytimber.com
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touch of shabby chic and a big dollop of whimsy,” she says. “Oh 

and sparkly things, LOTS of sparkly things!”Everything in stock 

is carefully handpicked during trips to Europe and throughout 

North America, with a focus on products you won’t find elsewhere. 

“We even shop the Paris flea markets for great antique finds,”  

says Corinne.

WHAT’S HOT: International influence is everywhere you look. 

Last year’s royal wedding “really reignited a craze for wonderful 

hats and fascinators,” which people are scooping up for summer 

engagements. The shop’s paperie, filled with thoughtful greeting 

cards, journals, vintage books and posters, also features lovely 

serviettes and paper plates for outdoor parties.

FAVOURITES: Keeping J’Adorn’s special line of carpets in 

stock has proven to be a challenge. They’re affordable, washable, 

practical and enhance the look of any room instantly. Gurgle Pots, 

French soaps and perfumes are among several other favourites, 

though Corinne admits a personal weakness for the stunning 

assortment of chandeliers that keep you looking up while 

shopping. “I see people putting chandeliers in more and more 

unusual places, such as outdoors, over soaker tubs, in kids’ rooms 

and even in laundry rooms,” Corinne says. “They add so much 

character to a space, why not?”

WHERE: 770 Queen St., Kincardine

519.396.GIFT (4438), www.jadorn.ca  OH

THE PLACE: In a brand new location, right across the street from 

the old one, J’Adorn now has more space to showcase its beautiful 

collection of all things pretty. Storeowner Corinne Robertson-

Brown opened J’Adorn after being inspired by Renée Desrocher’s 

Thornbury shop Pamper & Soothe. Renée and her mother Elke, 

who owns Adorn in Port Perry, agreed to work with Corinne to 

bring her Kincardine boutique to life. “We’ve only been open two 

years, but already have so many loyal customers who have become 

friends now as well,” says Corinne. 

THE STYLE: Corinne describes the unique blend of styles at 

J’Adorn best. “It’s a mix of European-inspired ‘olde world’ fashion 

– a bit of French flair, Italian style, some Victorian sensibilities, a 

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

BEAUTIFY YOUR LIFE
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Alpaerts agrees that a reverse mortgage can be a good thing for 

the right people in the right circumstances but cautions her clients to 
consult with the appropriate professionals before going ahead. “Besides a 
mortgage broker, they should have an accountant, a financial advisor and 
a lawyer on their team,” she says.

“It can be a good solution if you outlive the equity in your house, but 
if you outlive the money, it can be detrimental.”  OH

This is the perfect scenario for taking a reverse mortgage, according to 
Carmen Alpaerts, an experienced mortgage broker in Ontario. “A reverse 
mortgage is using the equity in your house as collateral for a loan. It is 
tax-free money and you don’t have to make monthly payments to pay it 
back,” she explains. Alpaerts is a long-time mortgage broker who has won 
several national and provincial awards.

While this sounds too good to be true, there are catches and it’s 
not for everyone – ergo the profile above of a couple for whom a reverse 
mortgage works. In fact, in her nearly 30 years as a mortgage broker, 
Alpaerts estimates that she’s only done about 20 of them, in comparison 
to thousands of regular mortgages. But she expects this type of financing 
to become more popular because of the ageing demographic. According 
to Statistics Canada, the number of Canadians over the age of 65 will rise 
from 4.7 million in 2010 to 9.3 million in 2030.

What is a reverse mortgage? According to the Canadian Home Income 
Plan (CHIP, a chartered bank) website, “A reverse mortgage is secured by 
the equity in your home. Unlike a traditional mortgage in which you make 
regular payments to someone else, a reverse mortgage pays you.”

There are conditions and limitations. The borrower and his/her spouse 
must be 55 or older, but you can get a larger loan if you’re older. You can 
only get up to 50 per cent of the value of the equity in your home. The loan 
is tax-free and no payments are due until the property is sold. Interest is 
usually a little higher than that charged on traditional mortgages and is 
compounded on the principle from the time of borrowing.

Taking a reverse mortgage on their rural property was the answer 
for George and Maxine Scott. At 78 and 73 respectively, they were facing 
mounting credit card and other debt and had $180,000 still owing on a 
first mortgage, but their house was appraised at $390,000.  

Alpaerts helped them navigate a rather complicated situation by 
securing a private second mortgage because the $140,000 available 
through reverse mortgage wasn’t sufficient to pay off the first and take 
care of the debts.  

“People have misgivings (about reverse mortgages) because 
the interest multipl ies on the principle,  but it ’s  a good way 
to get money and not have to make payments,” explains George. 
“Property (value) is going up around here, so it’s good for us,”  
adds Maxine.

PROS:
•	 Allows owner(s) to stay in home
•	 No payments until house sells, borrower/spouse  

dies or moves out of house
•	 Loan is tax free
•	 No credit, income or health qualifications necessary
•	 Provides money for travel or to pay bills
•	 Makes money available for investment, increasing  

monthly cash flow
•	 Can use money to pay for child’s college or help  

with their finances (early inheritance)
•	 Can make funds available for catastrophic illness

CONS:
•	 Compounded interest causes equity to diminish quickly
•	 Interest is higher than on traditional mortgages
•	 Heirs won’t receive benefit of equity in home
•	 There are legal and appraisal fees

KICKER:
According to CHIP: Men (44%) are much more likely 
than women (28%) to consider this option. Regionally, 
Quebecers (47%) are the most inclined to say they’ll 
consider leveraging their home equity.

BY  J I L L  E LL I S
I L LUSTRAT ION  BY  SHE I LA  BR I TTON

IS A REVERSE MORTGAGE

RIGHT FOR you?
You’re living the Canadian dream of 
owning a beautiful home. You bought 
your house right after you got married 
20 or 30 years ago and have been steadily 
paying down the mortgage, and now 
there’s considerable equity built up. 

online Is a reverse mortgage right for you? Find out at 
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/reversemortgage

Cell: 519.385.0276
linda@bowershomes.ca            
bowershomes.ca

cell: 519.389.1455
gailmackay@tnt21.com

603 Cayuga  – $289,500     
Whether you enjoy a quiet moment on the deck off the kitchen or the views from the deck across the back of the 
home, you will enjoy the mature trees and lovely perennial gardens. Top to bottom, kitchen to bath there have 
been many great upgrades including a metal tile roof, heating system +a/c . This 1460 sq ft, three bedroom 
bungalow sits on a poured concrete foundation with a three foot crawl spaceCall Linda Bowers* for details.

949 Boardwalk St. (near Kincardine) - $559,900
Luxury can become a habit in this elegant 2 storey home. 
This 4 +1 bedroom, 4 bathroom Executive style home has 
everything. Short stroll to beautiful Lake Huron Sand Beach 
and Granny flat on lower level. For further details please 
contact Gail MacKay.**   

915 Greg’s Trail (near Kincardine) - $379,900
Exceptional location close to Lake Huron sand beach,large 
private lot and a beautiful home. Geothermal ground 
source heat pump. Open concept main floor, cathedral ceil-
ings, hardwood floors, solid oak kitchen cabinets, granite 
counters. To find out more please contact Gail MacKay.**

Linda Bowers, Broker* Gail MacKay

968 McPherson – $345,000
Just Move the Family In! Contemporary- 3300 sq ft 
home lacks for nothing. Three bdrms, three full baths, two 
family rooms, formal dining room and living room. Private, 
landscaped/fenced lot. Call Linda Bowers* for details.*

1267 Concession 5, Kincardine –  $425,000          
Room to Grow. Sitting on 1.5 acre lot 5 minutes to town.
Gleaming oak floors; maple cabinets in kitchen, spacious 
master suite with private deck, three bdrms up + two down. 
Plus! Plus! Plus! Call Linda Bowers* for details.
 

841 Victoria Road Point Clark – $899,900 
JUST LISTED!(LAKE FRONT)  Luxurious in every detail. This four Season Lakefront property affords breathtaking 
sunsets and sandy beach. Designed by Caldwell Cline Architects & Designers,Georgia (as seen in Coastal Living 
Magazine). Aristocratic looking from every angle for the self assured lifestyle. Contact Gail MacKay** for your 
private & confidential viewing appointment.

519.396.5522
1-877-223-0985

Exchange Realty Co.  
Brokerage
969 Queen Street 
Kincardine, ON 

Sales Representative**

Why imagine the ultimate unique lifestyle
...when we’ve already established this affordable reality.

For further details call 519-538-2424 or visit us online at www.maplemeadowhomes.com  

Quality of Homes Should Never be Second BestQuality of Homes Should Never be Second Best

· Attached brick bungalows with full basement & attached garage starting at $186,000.00
· Maintenance free living for ADULTS 55+ 
· Beautiful recreation centre offers heated indoor salt water pool for your private enjoyment 

Grand 
Opening 

June 23rd
Starting at  11am.
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Luckily, a few small changes can take your laundry routine from 

harmful to healthy. These eco-friendly laundry habits are both better for 
the environment and, in some cases, for your health, too.

START WITH EFFICIENT MACHINES
If you’re in the market for a new washer and dryer, this is the perfect 
opportunity to choose energy-efficient appliances, which use less energy 
and water than conventional machines. Look for the blue-and-white Energy 
Star logo, which marks appliances that use 10 to 50 per cent less energy and 
water than standard models. Front-loading washing machines are also a 
great choice because they use less water and less energy than top-loaders.

If your current machines are still healthy and you’re not ready to invest 
in new ones, there are still a few simple steps to make running them easier 
on the environment.

About 90 per cent of the energy expended to wash clothes comes from 
heating water. Set your machine to use cold water to save all that energy. 
Cold water is also easier on your clothes, so they should last longer.

It’s important to always wash full loads – but don’t overstuff. Running 
your washing machine for just a few items wastes water. However, 
overstuffing it means the machine is working overtime, which could mean 
a shorter lifespan for your appliance.

CHOOSE OR MAKE NATURAL PRODUCTS
If you want to wash with soaps that are gentle on the earth and your 
clothes, shop for cleaning products that are plant-based, rather than 
petroleum-based, then choose the most concentrated product. Anything 
larger is likely the same product just watered down. 

Just like food, the fewer ingredients and chemicals on a label, the 
better. But if you’d rather make your own cleaning solutions, it’s as easy as 
mixing up products you likely already have in your cupboards. Everything 
from vinegar and lemon juice to baking soda and borax can be used to 
clean your clothes. 

For example, a simple solution of about 1/2 cup of white vinegar, 1/4 cup of 
baking soda and 3 cups of water can be mixed together in a spray bottle and 
used as a natural stain remover for tough spots before clothes go in the washer.

Similarly, a cup of vinegar during your rinse cycle will soften your 
clothes just as well as any fabric softener – and you’ll avoid all the toxic, 
flammable chemicals associated with those.

DRYING
Efficient drying starts right in the washer: if you’re planning on tossing 
damp clothes into the dryer next, choose the highest spin cycle in the 
washer first, which will remove plenty of moisture and reduce your 
drying time.

Dryer sheets may make your clothes and towels feel like a dream, 
but they’re actually chockfull of chemicals that are both bad for the 
environment and your health. You can get the same static-busting effect 
from dryer balls, which you can use over and over.

Better yet, ditch the dryer altogether and hang your clothes to dry. 
In summer, put them out on a clothesline to blow in the wind. You don’t 
have to damage Mother Nature to dry your clothes – she’ll dry them for 
you! In winter, hang a clothesline in your laundry room, use a drying rack 
or hang clothes on hangers around the house. This is a bonus when dry 
winter air is at its worst because damp laundry helps add moisture to the 
air without having to plug in a humidifier.

DRY CLEANING
Traditional dry cleaning methods use a cocktail of chemicals just to get 
clothes “clean.” These can cause everything from eye, nose and throat 
irritation to liver and kidney damage – and they don’t stay at the cleaners, 
they come home on your clothes. 

Instead of taking clothes labeled as “dry clean only” to a conventional 
dry cleaner, shop around for more eco-friendly options. Find a cleaner that 
uses carbon dioxide or try a professional wet cleaning company instead. 
They’ll treat your delicates as gently as any dry cleaner and their methods 
are far more eco-friendly.  OH

BY  ADR I ENNE  BROWN

earth friendly
LAUNDRY

Nothing compares to the scent of fresh, 
clean laundry. Unfortunately, sometimes 
Mother Nature takes a big hit when we 
use lots of energy, water and chemicals to 
achieve that comforting smell.

g r e e n  l i v i n g

online Find a recipe for eco-friendly laundry detergent
at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/laundrydetergent
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www.thefyreplace.com

Located at Highway 6 & 21
Springmount (Near Owen Sound)  519.371.2963

Come see us & sit a while.
WE SPECIALIZE IN NORTH AMERICAN MADE PRODUCTS

  $339,900
Amazing Country Georgian farm house on 
2 & 1/2 acres. 2200 sq.ft. with a 400 sq.ft. 
kitchen addition. Geo-thermal heating and 
air conditioning. Enclosed 18x8 screen 
porch. Refinished pine floors. Original 
wainscotting and trim. 2 sheds.

  $99,000
Immaculate mobile with huge addition. 
Eat in kitchen, living room, family room, 
sunroom. Insulated workshop and storage 
shed.

  $129,900
Privacy Plus. Beautiful building lot and 
hobby farm or add to your existing crop land 
with this slightly rolling land. Must be seen 
to be appreciated!

   $174,900
Well cared for Bungalow near Saugeen 
River Valley. 3 bdrm, finished lower level 
with fieldstone fireplace & workshop area. 
New furnace and garage roof. 14`x27` 
garage with storage area.

Sale Representative

425 10th St., Unit 6, 
Hanover, ON
Office:  519-364-7370
Cell:  519-369-4123 ROYAL LePAGE RCR Realty, Brokerage

1-888-799-5211
basement-boss.ca

If you could see the
 air in your home, 

you’d hold your breath.

The air that you breathe in your home 
is filled with contaminants, such as 

mould, mildew and odours caused by  
excess moisture and humidity.

We Fix Leaky Basements and More!

The E-Z Breathe Ventilation System
• Expels stale, polluted air and pet odour
• Rids your home of damaging moisture

• Replenishes your home with dry, clean air
• Eliminates condensation on windows.

Our estimates are always friendly and FREE call

Grubb & Gutscher today!

Never re-roof again. NEVER.
Own a roof that pays for itself. Save up to 40% on air conditioning costs.
Improve and maintain your property value for decades.
Enjoy improved comfort. Your home will be cooler in the summer.
Double protection with a Lifetime Warranty and extreme wind resistance.
Thousands of satisfied customers across North America.

The Interlock  
Roof meets the  
most rigourous  
tests of environmental responsibility.
Made from up to 95% recycled material  
our lifetime roofing products are  
environmentally sustainable. 

Owning a Interlock Roof
	 •	ends	the	cycle	of	landfill	waste.
	 •	lessens	the	dependency	on	our	natural	resources.
	 •	lessens	pollution	in	your	area.
	 •	saves	you	money.

GREEN ROOFING
Finally, a roof that  
looks good, 
lasts a lifetime, 
and protects 
the environment.

Call Ron Aqwa today for a quote.

1-519-709-5179
1-866-887-7713
ontgreenroofing.com

INTERLOCK SLATE ROOFING

Available roof styles:
Slate • Shingle • Shake • Tile 

• Standing Seam • Membrane

ADVERTISEMENT
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On the sunny side of her new house in the south end of Hanover, 

Patricia has hung some of her favourite feeders, relocating them from the 
80-acre homestead outside town, which she and her husband Jack sold in 
December 2010. “We love to sit out on the deck and watch the birds,” says 
Patricia. “One of the reasons we chose this location was because it looks 
out on the same area of bush as the old farm.” Exterior landscaping of the 
home was done by Ground Effects Landscapes in Hanover, which won 
the Best Residential Front Entrance Using Unilock Products Award from 
Unilock Awards of Excellence for their work on the project. 

The view from Jack and Patricia’s sun deck meanders 13 kilometres 
over fields and valley, past the Sulphur Springs Conservation Area as far 
as the Neustadt water tower in the distance. Their custom-built home 
sits on one of the cherished lots in Hanover’s Country Meadows Estates 
and backs onto a farmer’s field. Everyone calls it the Whaling subdivision 
after Louis and Bryan Whaling, who developed the lots and built each 
of the custom homes on it. “Whaling Home Construction Ltd. did an 
incredible job on this house, we couldn’t be more pleased,” says Jack. 

Jack and Patricia had decided the upkeep on their country property 
was more than they wanted to manage. After making a few enquiries, their 
real estate agent had a buyer for their acreage before it was even listed on 
the market. It was just prior to the Christmas holidays in 2010 and the 
vivacious couple was planning to leave for a four-month around-the-world 
cruise. They had mere weeks to decide where to move. 

Making some quick resolutions, the couple fell in love with the 
convenience of town living and set Whaling Home Construction to the 
task of building them a 3,000 sq. ft. custom home where they could spend 
the rest of their lives. Jack and Patricia knew they wanted a home layout 
similar to their existing residence, so they worked with Dar-Cad Designs 
of Walkerton on the corresponding H-shaped floor plan for their new home. 
The result has a west wing with master bedroom, office and guest room, 
the middle of the H contains the entrance, great room and dining room, and 
the east wing houses the kitchen, family room, laundry and garage. “At our 
age, there is enough change in moving houses that it was really comforting 
to have a similar layout and all of the things that we were used to having 
around us,” Patricia says. Both of them are in their 80s.

As a charm of gold finches flits past 
the Aldersley home, the delicate yellow 
birds alight to take seeds from Patricia 
Aldersley’s generous bird feeders.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: (1) Jack and Patricia 
Aldersley enjoy the vast country view over fields and 

valley from their sheltered sun deck. (2) Ground Effects 
Landscapes won a Unilock Award of Excellence for their 

stunning work on the Aldersley home. (3) The open-
concept kitchen/family room design makes it comfortable 

for the couple to host large family gatherings. (4) The 
front entranceway sits at the centre of the H-shaped 
home layout, which resembles the couple’s previous 

farmhouse of many years. (5) The kitchen is bright and 
spacious with white cabinetry by Hanover Kitchen & Bath 
Gallery. (6) A beautiful sailboat painting by Jack suits the 

marine-themed family room perfectly.

THE ART OF living
BY  LAUREL  FORT IN  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Continued on page 42
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sailboat and distant port destinations such as the Aleutian Islands 
between Russia and Alaska; Bali, Indonesia; and Hokkaido, Japan, are 
set off by the blue tones of the denim couch and warm Sisal wall colour 
(paint from Cuneo Interiors) and cabinets. Kitchen and bath cabinets 
were custom produced by Hanover Kitchen & Bath Gallery.

All areas of the home were built with wheelchair access in mind, 
should the couple ever need it, with all amenities on the main floor. Jack 
requested a wine fridge be installed at above-counter height so that he 
could more easily select a vintage. The wide berth around the kitchen 
island allows for a great many hands to help with cooking – Patricia and 
Jack’s extended family of 34 has gathered to celebrate on occasion. 

The highlight of the kitchen, however, is the dramatic granite 
countertop and backsplash. “I wanted granite with a large vein 
throughout,” says Patricia. “It’s unusual to have such a pronounced layer.” 
The tawny, near bronze-coloured vein cleaves the slab flecked with black, 
grey and warm neutral stone. “It’s like a Jackson Pollock painting,” says 
Jack. The backsplash was cut from the same type of granite, finishing the 
look in the kitchen with elegance. 

A chance meeting a few years prior led Patricia to Heather Smillie 
Designs Inc. Based in Mildmay, Smillie accepted the shotgun challenge 
given to her by the Aldersleys. “We had two weeks to get concepts 
together before they left on a tour of the world,” marvels Smillie. All of 
the Aldersleys’ furniture was to be brought to the new home, so Smillie 
selected finishings to complement the existing colour schemes. Patricia 
and Jack were very decisive about what they wanted, but when the two 
of them disagreed, they deferred to Smillie’s opinion. 

For example, says Smillie, “Patricia wanted window coverings and Jack 
did not. He was used to the views and privacy of their country home. He 
wanted to be able to see out for miles. But there were privacy concerns 
with living in town, plus they have hardwood flooring (Saugeen Valley 
Carpet and Tile) that the sun could bleach over time, so Pat won that 
debate.” Smillie mitigated a softer approach to the window coverings, 
supplied by Cuneo Interiors Carpet One Floor & Home. “We went 
with top-down-bottom-up blinds, which allow you to see out while 
keeping your privacy,” she says. In the home’s family room and dining 
room, the blinds can be lowered all the way, and then the tops can drop 

down for up to two-thirds of the window area so that light shines through 
while the lower portion remains obscured. With the home’s nine-foot 
ceilings throughout, that’s a lot of view. Even more so in the great room 
where a tray ceiling extends the height. Custom upholstered valances by 
Smillie finish the look.	

Decorating with the couple was a pleasure, says Smillie. “Both Jack 
and Pat have so much life and have had so many great experiences. The 
house really reflects the fullness of their lives.” The great room and 
dining room host stunning artifacts from their travels. The Aldersleys 
requested a custom three-tier shelf to showcase their most stunning 
pieces – a 200-pound opal sculpture of two cranes, a wooden carving of 
African elephants, an Inuit falcon carving and two Delft plates from the 
Netherlands. Patricia’s safari photos of the big five South African animals 
– lion, leopard, elephant, buffalo and rhinoceros – provide conversation 
fodder in the dining room. Dining furniture was produced locally by fine 
craftspeople at Durham Furniture. 

The family room and kitchen have a marine theme with large, 
captivating paintings Jack produced of his sailing days. Scenes of his 

RIGHT: A games table in the living room 
provides a cosy spot to play chess by 
the fire. CENTRE: The formal dining 
room was designed to showcase the 

Aldersleys’ stunning travel artifacts on 
a built-in, three-tier shelf with lighting. 

BELOW: To make the transition to a new 
home easier, many design elements were 
based on furniture pieces being brought 

from the old house.

BELOW: Another of Jack’s skillful 
paintings, this time of the Anglican 
Church in Maxwell, adorns the dresser in 
the guest room. BOTTOM: The Aldersleys’ 
guests are offered a tranquil space to stay 
with a lovely wallpaper backdrop in pale 
blue and silver leaf motifs.

Continued on page 44 PHOTO BY CRAIG SHOULDICE
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The master bathroom showcases Patricia’s exquisite design aesthetic. 
A pair of glass vessel sinks flecked with gold sit atop a black marble 
counter. Waterfall faucets complete the look (all fixtures sourced at Van 
Dolder’s Kitchen & Bath in Owen Sound). The warm grey walls draw 
out the marbling of the tile in the glassed-in shower. 

The couple’s master bedroom features a coffered ceiling, solid wood 
furniture from Durham Furniture, broadloom and an aboriginal painting 
above the bed of orange, yellow and red interconnected spirals the 
Aldersleys bought while travelling in Australia. 

The guest room is serene with walls in a shade called Tranquility by 
Benjamin Moore. “Pat wanted something dressy for their guests, so we 
sourced a wallpaper in silver and pale-blue leaf motifs,” says Smillie. “We 
added a chandelier (Living Lighting) and lighter draperies.” Another 
large artwork by Jack – of the modest, white Anglican church in nearby 
Maxwell – suits the room perfectly. 

The home is rounded out with Jack’s simple home office space; 
however, as he now lives in town, Jack often walks the few kilometres to 
his Hanover office. A bit of work and a lot of socializing keep Patricia and 
Jack as busy as ever. Their comfortable, elegant, low-maintenance home 
will allow them to focus on the things they love to do into their golden 
years, with even a bit of bird watching on the side.  OH

TOP: The spacious master bedroom is cool and calm 
with a coffered ceiling and direct access to the back 

sun deck. ABOVE: Double glass vessel sinks with hints 
of gold, set against a black marble countertop, give 

the luxurious master bath a unique personality.

PHOTOS ON THIS PAGE BY CRAIG SHOULDICE
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www.georgianaudiovideo.com
COLLINGWOOD’S HOME ENTERTAINMENT DESIGN CENTRE SINCE 1989

Heather Smillie Designs Inc.
Interior Design and Decorating

519.881.5524
www.heathersmilliedesignsinc.com

“It’s so satisfying when friends and family 
come into my home and say “WOW”!  My 
home is such a reflection of my taste and 
lifestyle and I can’t wait to come home to 
it. I have Heather to thank for that.”

Neil Kirstine
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Continued on page 48

T
The English cottage-style garden is a 
haphazard affair. A wild and densely 
planted mixture of ornamental and 
edible plants, it represents a functional 
garden connected to working class 
citizens going back several centuries. 
Its beauty depends on charm and 
grace, rather than grandeur.  

This distinct garden style originally used structured edges 
(usually rectangular) to contain a chaotic blend of shrubs, 
perennials, annuals, herbs and edibles. 

PHOTOS  AND  STORY  BY  MELAN I E  REKOLA

THE ENGLISH COTTAGEgarden
A MODERN TAKE ON A CLASSIC

g a r d e n i n g
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They included slim, straight paths with whimsical furnishings and 
structures such as waddle fencing and rose arbours. The use of scrambling 
vines was and still is essential to this classic method. Busy pollinators love 
these types of gardens for their emphasis on the “flower” rather than a 
beautiful leaf or habit. What I am drawn to personally about this garden 
approach is that each year is different. The self seeding quality of much of 
the plant materials makes the landscape change year to year, depending 
on which plant took hold the previous year. Therefore I am never bored. 

Originating in the middle ages, the emphasis of the cottage garden was 
absolutely on vegetables, herbs and even fruit trees, with ornamentals 
to fill in between. Typical plant materials used were primrose, thyme, 
calendula, violets, daisies, roses, ivy, etc., but any locally found vegetation 
would do. Over time the perennial, shrubs and annuals became more 
dominant. As this style of gardening evolved, quirky arbours and rustic 
furniture were added. More stylized versions grew in the 1870s in reaction 
to more structured and high maintenance English estate gardens that 
used formal design and mass plantings of dazzling greenhouse annuals.

Modern-day cottage gardens house a wide variety of modern plant 
materials and personal variations of the more traditional English cottage 
garden. Ornamental grasses, hosta and daylily, plus new varieties of tidy 
flowering shrubs do much to modernize. Curvature has also been added, 
with wide borders and sweeping curves. Traditional roses, with their full 
fragrance and lush foliage, continue to be a cottage garden foundation 
— along with current disease-resistant varieties that keep the original 
attributes. Informal vines, both traditional and modern hybrids, are still  
a cottage garden mainstay. Self-sowing annuals and freely spreading 
perennials continue to find a place in the new cottage garden, just as 
they did in the traditional cottager’s garden. What they share with the 
tradition is the lush, relaxed look, covering every square inch, with a rich 
variety of flowers, herbs, and vegetables.

Many people are attracted to this garden style due to the “natural” 
feeling they evoke. They look as if no planning was necessary to create 
their beauty, but buyers beware. These gardens are still high maintenance. 

Weekly weeding and deadheading are necessary to keep plants looking 
even somewhat controlled. If this doesn’t scare you and you still decide that 
this is the garden-type for you, it is essential to mass plant with a smaller 
list of vegetation and repeat, rather than using a massive inventory. Create 
balance and harmony within the bed with the size of the plant, shape of 
the blooms, leaf size and habit. But remember, an English cottage garden 
is all about surprise! Consider hedging such as privet to contain and give a 
neater appearance, and use mulch to make weeding less of a chore. If using 
potted plants, keep pots the same colour. They can be different sizes and 
shapes, but by keeping the colour consistent, you are creating a foundation 
for the plantings. They don’t have to be a neutral colour like clay or brown. 
Consider a bold colour such as royal blue or yellow. Such pop of colour, 
although not traditional, can be seen in many current day English cottage 
gardens and will keep your landscape up to date.

 Gardens are forever growing and changing and this is what keeps us 
enamored with them. Let them have a little more freedom and you may be 
surprised. Sometimes Mother Nature makes a better combination than 
what we can ever imagine ourselves.  OH
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SASSAFRAS
Along with our handmade jewelry and 

functional fused glass pieces, we sell a 
diverse range of other items. This Spring, 
we are looking forward to the arrival of 
some wonderful new products, including the 
jewellery of well known Quebec artist Anne 
Marie Chagnon, the wonderfully wimsical 
garden art of US artist George Carruth 
and beautiful scarves to compliment the 
jewellery. And for the men, we are increasing 
our selection of pocket knives. Along with 
our popular CASE American made knives, 
and previously carried knives, we are adding two more collections. 
Stop in and find out about Mister Beer.
266 Princess Street, Hwy # 6, Shallow Lake
519.935.1001, www.sassafrasartisticdesign.ca
(Please see ad on page 55)

KULA SPA
The Kula Spa in Owen Sound has been proud to serve the people 

of Grey and Bruce for 26 years. We feel honoured to provide the finest 
in pampering and beauty enhancement available.

We are a full service hair salon offering expertise in cutting, styling 
and color enhancement. As 
a Paul Mitchell Focus Salon, 
we use and offer the finest 
products.

I n  t h e  s p a  w e  u s e 
wonderfu l  Canadian and 
European products. For the 

skin we choose Yonka by Phytoderm, Gehwol and SST Makeup, all of 
which combine natural ingredients with great performance. Enjoy a 
wide variety of treatments to relax and rejuvenate at The Kula Spa.

After many satisfying and successful years in Owen Sound, we are 
pleased to announce the opening of our second location. The Kula Spa 
at The Falls Inn in Walters Falls offers two luxurious treatment rooms, 
a salon and a boutique featuring gifts, fashions and accessories. We 
offer wedding salon and spa packages as well as splendid spa treats 
and RMT massage in a beautiful location.
Come visit us at 973 2nd Avenue West in Owen Sound or at the new 
Kula Spa at The Falls Inn in Walters Falls. (Please see ad on page 31)

J’ADORN
European Style in Downtown Kincardine!
If you haven’t yet been whisked away 

to the intimate cafés of Paris, or inhaled 
the fragrances of the Italian countryside, 
your senses are in for a treat when you 
enter J’Adorn in downtown Kincardine. 
Featuring fine furnishings, gifts, and home 
décor items from across Europe and North 
America, J’Adorn is the perfect place to 
find that distinctive piece for your home or 
garden. With select garden décor, heirloom-
quality chandeliers, mirrors and statement 
furnishings, we bring the best of the world to 
your doorstep – from the exquisite fragrance 
lines in our perfumerie to the most unforgettable gifts around.
Open seven days a week.
519.396.GIFT (4438), www.jadorn.ca
(Please see ad on page 13)

AIR-TECH MECHANICAL
Are utility bills making you crazy?
As much as half of the energy used in your home goes to heating 

and cooling costs. Making smart decisions when it comes to your HVAC 
system can have a major impact on utility bills and  comfort!

Here are some things you can do to help 
cut costs and keep your system running 
efficiently!

1. Change filters regularly – check once a 
month year round and change as needed.  A 
dirty filter slows airflow and wastes energy.

2. Install a programmable thermostat 
– programming settings according to your 
schedule can reduce costs by telling your 
equipment when and how fast to heat up 
or cool down.

3. Check efficiency – older units can be 
costly to run or repair.  Consider replacing your old unit with an Energy 
Star rated furnace. The YORK Affinity furnace is now 98% efficient and 
could easily pay for itself in a short period of time!

“We Care About Your Air”	
519.934.3358, www.air-tech.ca (Please see ad on page 29)

STONEWURX INTERNATIONAL DRY STONE WALLING FESTIVAL
You’re invited to come witness the unique and ancient craft of dry 

stone walling – the construction of stone walls with no mortar! Ground 
Effects Landscapes will host the Stonewurx Festival where the world’s 
best Master Craftsmen will gather to create a beautiful and rare 
stone stable with an authentic 
Green Roof. Over the three-day 
event instructors and students 
will test their skills at dry stone 
walling; using only their ability 
to lay stones in harmony with 
each other. 

Due to the nature of this ancient craft, we feel it deserves to be 
celebrated and shared with the entire community. So in celebration 
we open the site of this rare build to everyone to watch and learn, 
and wander the beautifully designed grounds and on-site activities 
including; The Harvest Room, garden centre, local artisan venue, 
entertainment tent and children’s activities. ADMISSION IS FREE!!
Join us at Ground Effects Landscapes in Hanover September 28, 29 
& 30th, 2012. www.stonewurx.ca (Please see ad on page 3)

KEMBLE MOUNTAIN ROASTERY
We’ve moved!! Kemble Mountain Roastery has partnered up with 

Loose Leaves in downtown Southampton. Now we can offer you the 
complete coffee and tea experience! Join Karen and Joleen for your 

delicious coffees and cappuccinos along with 
the steeped goodness of Loose Leaves teas.  

We still offer a global selection of fresh 
roasted coffees and green beans. Our new 
location also boasts a selection of almost 200 
types of teas! With a huge scale of coffee and 
tea related items available, you’re sure to find 

everything for the coffee or tea connoisseur. Be sure to also browse the 
works of our featured local artisans. Offering tables for you to sit and 
relax, just off the shores of beautiful Lake Huron, make Kemble Mountain 
Roastery and Loose Leaves a destination for your senses.

 Kemble Mountain Roastery and Loose Leaves – a perfect blend!  
Open 7 days a week. Located at 178 High St., Southampton
519.483.5323, www.kmrjava.com
(Please see ad on page 61)

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

GREY AND BRUCE COUNTIES
>> SOURCE IT

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 
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 Jeff and Suzanne 
Sutherland  
(and Kingsley)
Owners at Sutherland Insurance
W H AT  D O  YO U  LOV E  A BO U T 

YO U R  BAC KYA R D?  It 
complements our home and lifestyle 
perfectly. The gorgeous stonework 
and maintenance-free plantings 
by Hutten & Co. Landscaping are 
accented by the superb exterior 
lighting design.
FAVO U R I T E  WAY  TO  S P E N D  A 

S U M M E R  DAY:  Choosing one of 
our favourite routes for a long run 
or bike and enjoying a perfectly 
cooked tenderloin with barbecued 
asparagus, peppers and roasted 
potatoes. 

NIt’s that time again. Time to take advantage of that fresh, 
colourful space that promises good times and everlasting 
memories: our backyards. Meet four lovely couples that 
just can’t get enough of their outdoor spaces, all beautifully 
crafted by talented, local landscapers.

lovin’ summer
Continued on page 54

WELCOME TO

JIM LUMBY DRAFTING 
& DESIGNS
Jim Lumby is a custom builder, with creative 
designs for complementing your new home! 
Jim Lumby has saved many of his clients, an 
enormous amount of their hard earned dollars 
by hiring him to design and build their homes.

Jim Lumby Drafting and Designs is: a drafting 
and design firm as well as a custom builder with 
over 15 years experience.

Call today for inquiries to Jim Lumby.

R.R.#1 Priceville
519-369-1337

YESTERDAYS
GARDEN CENTRE
We specialize in creating personalized 
landscapes and outdoor living spaces designed 
to maximize your opportunity for relaxation 
& entertaining, as well as to enhance the 
character and value of your home... 
• rare, hard to find plant material
• quality landscaping and construction
• classic hand hewn century log & reclaimed           
   timber structures

Monday to Saturday 10-5 pm - Closed Sunday

#401 328 Grey Road 4
1-877-364-2731
www.yesterdaysgarden.ca

JIM LUMBY DRAFTING & DESIGNS

THE HARVEST 
TABLE
“A harvest of home accents and decor.” 
Accented with antiques, we offer a variety of 
home decor, jewelry, a children’s section with 
shoes and toys.  

Bridal registry available.

Store hours: Tues - Fri 10 to 5 & Sat 10 to 4

144 Garafraxa St. North, 
Durham, north of the lights
519-369-6167

RON TORRY 
PAINTING &  
DECORATING LTD.
Specializing in Interior and Exterior Painting 
and Wallpaper hanging.

With over 34 years of 
painting experience, 
Ron Torry can help 
you make colour 
choices you’ll love  
for years to come.

R.R. #1
Markdale
519-986-3026

CANDLES DELIGHT
Candles Delight has more to offer than a large 
variety of candles: such as wedding accessories, 
a Bradford Group Dealer, Boyds Bears,a wide 
selection of unique “WEDDING CAKE TOPPERS”. 
• Hockey  
• Motorcycle 
• Baseball Players 
• Soccer 
• Western and many 
more

Drop by and check out 
our wide variety of gifts. 

254 10th Street
Hanover
519-364-4456 

MACLEAN’S ALES
Charles MacLean, a trained brewer with over 
27 years experience, has been producing 
quality traditional ales on his small farm in 
Normanby, West Grey since 2009. 
MacLean’s Pale Ale is the flagship ale. It is 
on tap at Rocky Racoon’s in Owen Sound, 
Biermans’ in Chesley, 
Barrhead in Markdale, 
Queen’s Bush in Hanover, 
Noah’s Inn in Neustadt and 
Rowan’s Moon in Durham. 
Bottles are available at the  
brewery and LCBO  
stores in Owen Sound, Mildmay and 
Durham. Coming soon to the Hanover LCBO.

THE OLD BARN
The Old Barn is your local option for 100% 
custom Granite, Marble and Quartz counter 
tops. As a family owned and operated 
business our focus is on quality workmanship 
and customer satisfaction. Bring us your 
ideas, and we’ll help bring your dream 
kitchen or bathroom to life!   

Check out our stock on the Mulock Road, 
between Durham and Hanover.

173480 Mulock Road
tel. 519-369-1710
fax 519-369-1711
www.theoldbarn.ca

212744 Baseline Rd. West Grey
519-369-5061

CUSTOM SODA 
PREP AND PAINT
Refinishing log homes, wood siding and 
decks, brick cleaning 

Hot and cold pressure washing 

Media blasting including baking soda, 
crushed glass, walnut shell, corn cob grit, 
aluminium oxide, sand etc.

Wood staining using SANSIN stains, Sherwin 
Williams, Wood Plus

Painting including electric/airless, gas/
airless, air/airless, HVLP, brush and trim

Office: 519.363.2999
Jim’s Cell: 519-378-3590
www.customsoda.ca

www.westgrey.com

WestGrey_SUM12.indd   1 12-05-30   7:57 PM

52  o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 2

p e o p l e



 Jerry and Joyce Armstrong
Retired   
W H AT  D O  YO U  LOV E  A BO U T  YO U R 

O U T D O O R  S PAC E ?  We really enjoy our deck 
and yard. Enviro Paving put in a rubber walkway 
that leads from our house to our workshop and 
it’s like walking on a cushion. They also did our 
front porch. The workmanship was excellent! 
A  G R E AT  S U M M E R  DAY  I N VO LV ES …  sitting 
on our deck relaxing with friends and family. 

John and Elaine Foris  
Owners at Cedar Country Furniture

T E L L  U S  A BO U T  T H E  R EC E N T 

I M P R OV E M E N TS  TO  YO U R  H I L LTO P 

P R O P E RT Y:  We hired Benj Art Inc. Landscape 
Architects & Contractors and they did a 

marvellous job. They put in a stone retaining 
wall, the driveway and beautiful steps that lead 

down to a lower patio, which they also  
built. They did our front walkway and the 

gardens, too.
H OW  D O  YO U  E N J OY  YO U R  S PAC E ?  We sit 

out on the lower patio in the morning sun and 
watch the water.

Continued on page 56

2nd Ave. E., Owen Sound • 519-376-0605 • www.visitcooks.ca
The professionals at Cook’s will help you make the right choice!

Valor continues to set new standards in gas fireplace 
efficiency, comfort control and fashionable design. The 
result, quality made, energy efficient gas fireplaces that 
house an impressive collection of uniquely styled trims 
and accessories. 

Warming homes since 1980,,

valorfireplaces.com

266 PRINCESS ST., SHALLOW LAKE, ON   519-935-1001 
www.sassafrasartisticdesign.ca

MIXED METAL JEWELLERY  
WITH FUSED GLASS

ANNE MARIE CHAGNON JEWELLERY

COLLECTIBLE POCKET KNIVES

STAINED AND FUSED GLASS  
and HANDMADE GIFTS

WITH

REAL ESTATE EXPERT

SIMON GIANNINI

SHOW TIME: SATURDAY 9 am

REAL ESTATE
TALK SHOW

A SPOTLIGHT ON REAL ESTATE IN

GREY AND BRUCE COUNTIES

Brought to you by:

Owen Soundwww.560CFOS.ca

THE

GIVE YOUR 
BUSINESS 

the benefit of 
 premium exposure 

to 100,000+ 
targeted 

readership!             

Advertise in our fall  
issue & get noticed.

To reserve an ad contact:
Betty Ann Fawcett • 519.986.2599
bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com
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Bill and Odeen Probert 
Retired
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  YO U R  O U T D O O R 

S PAC E :  Rocksolid Landscapes landscaped 
our entire property so there is no grass 
to cut. They also planned and planted all 
the trees and shrubs, laid stone for the 
drive and flagstone walkways around the 
perimeter, and created a partially sunken, 
private spot for the hot tub.
H OW  D O ES  YO U R  S PAC E  CO N T R I B U T E 

TO  YO U R  L I F EST Y L E ?  It provides us 
with an area to entertain in the summer 
and have campfires when family visits. It’s 
a relaxing space to watch birds and kick 
back after a game of golf.  OH
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T
They say some things are best left to the pros. Often, I 
suppose that is the case. You certainly won’t find me racing 
in a Formula-One series, base-jumping or performing 
open-heart surgery. However, professional or not, the art 
of making ice cream is for all to enjoy. 

Regardless of your culinary skill level, ice cream is a cinch to master. Minimal cooking, a handful 
of ingredients and a bit of patience through the cooling and freezing stages are all you need. In fact, 
you don’t even need fancy or expensive equipment to make it happen. A freezer and a food processor 
will do just fine.

And you have complete control over the ingredients. No funny-named thickeners or preservatives in 
this batch, just all-natural and delicious ingredients. Sure, it’s a bit decadent. But, it’s summertime! And 
nothing beats the cool, satisfying creaminess of homemade ice cream on a hot summer day.

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

Strawberry 
ICE CREAM
BY  MAR IA  DAS I LVA  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SCOTT  HUNTER

HOMEMADE
STRAWBERRY
ICE CREAM

4 cups hulled strawberries

1 ¼ cups sugar

1 tbsp lemon juice

1 ½ cups milk

1 ½ cups 35% cream

6 egg yolks

1 tsp vanilla extract

Pinch of salt

•	 Using a pastry blender, mash 
strawberries into small chunks. 
Transfer to saucepan, stir in 
¾  cup of the sugar and the 
lemon juice. Bring to boil over 
medium-high heat, stirring until 
the sugar is dissolved. Boil for 
5 minutes. Transfer to airtight 
container and refrigerate. 

•	 Meanwhile, in a clean saucepan, 
whisk together milk, cream, 
egg yolks, vanilla, salt and 
remaining sugar. Heat over 
medium, stirring constantly, 
until thickened enough that a 
line drawn across the sauce on 
the back of a spoon holds its 
shape, 10 to 12 minutes. Strain 
into 8- or 9-inch metal cake 
pan. Cover surface directly with 
plastic wrap and refrigerate 
until chilled, about 2 hours. 

•	 Freeze until firm, but not solid, 
3 to 4 hours. Scrape into food 
processor, adding all but ⅔ cup 
of the strawberry mixture. Puree 
until smooth. Transfer to airtight 
container. Swirl in reserved 
strawberry mixture. Freeze until 
solid, about 4 hours.  OH

www.christiecontracting.com

Sun Protection Films
s u n s c r e e n f o r y o u r w i n d o w s

555 1st St. E. Owen Sound, ON N4K 6C4
T: 519.376.7610 C: 519.373.7911

Protect your fine furnishings from 
the sun with 99% UV rejection.

"Have a safe and sunny day”

n Professional Custom Framing to preserve your artwork & heirlooms n 
n Specializing in Canadian and locally made home accents, 

accessories and giftware n

58 Elora Street, Mildmay, ON
519.367.2636  www.surroundingsmildmay.ca

Surround Yoursel  with Stylef

Beach Chic
174 high st. | 519-240-6994

Lucknow, ON 
519-955-4602 • www.ffgrills.com

Custom Outdoor 
K I T C H E N S
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CEDAR COUNTRY 
FURNITURE
From complete room settings 

to accessories, the staff at 

cedar country furniture 

will be pleased to help you 

with your needs.

519 • 534 • 1692
588 CLAUDE ST, WIARTON
CEDARCOUNTRYFURNITURE.CA

CanadianMAde

17 Toronto Street South, Markdale, ON
519.986.4119

Charming Shopping Experience
For a Simply

Serving Grey & Bruce Counties Since 1973 
Driveway Installation • Shoreline Erosion Work • Septic Pumping / Installation / Repairs 

• Excavation / Lot Preparation • Ditching / Trenching / Drainage 
• Sweeping - Hard & Soft Surface • Line Painting / Cold Patch Repair

• Landscaping / Ponds / Retaining Walls • Fuel & Oil Tank Removal / Remediation 
• 24 Hr Emergency Response Petroleum Clean-ups and more...

Member of OPCA    TSSA # 0040689001    MOE # 1338-4WYPEW 

w.davidson@bmts.com    519-934-2080

Well Pumps, Maintenance & Flow Tests
Water Softeners, Iron Filters

UV Disinfection & Reverse Osmosis Systems
Call us for your

 complete water system 
installation or service! 

519.986.4743
mccannwatersystems.ca

Pilkington
ROOF TRUSS

519.794.3524        Holland Centre        cell 519.372.8835

Engineered Roof & Floor Systems
Residential  •  Agricultural  • Commercial

Al Pilkington
Owner/Operator

K
em

ble
 Mountain Roastery

•
 Fresh Roasted Coffe

e
 •

Kemble Mountain Roastery
178 High St. Southampton

519.483.5323 

www.kmrjava.com

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies have utilized our 
unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we’re making it easier than ever for you, our readers, to 
become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email us at bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource  
Directory, call us to advertise at 519.986.2599.

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES  
INVERLYN LAKE ESTATES Pg 6
MAPLE MEADOW HOMES Pg 35
REID’S HERITAGE HOMES Pg 9

OUTDOOR FURNITURE  
THE FYRE PLACE & PATIO SHOP Pg 39

OUTDOOR KITCHENS, GRILLS, 
BBQ’S & FIRE  
FEECH FIRE & GRILLS Pg 59

PAINTING & DECORATING  
CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 11
MARTIN’S HOME HARDWARE Pg 15

PLUMBING  
COOK’S PLUMBING & HEATING Pg 55

REAL ESTATE  
COLDWELL BANKER – GILLIAN GAYFER Pg 49
ROYAL LEPAGE EXCHANGE REALTY  
	 – LINDA BOWERS, GAIL MACKAY Pg 35
ROYAL LEPAGE RCR -  
	 JANE ANNE VAREY Pg 39
WILFRED MCINTEE & CO. LTD.  
	 - HAROLD FENLON Pg 2

REGIONAL PROMOTIONS  
BUSINESSES OF MUNICIPALITY OF  
	 GREY HIGHLANDS Pg 47
BUSINESSES OF MUNICIPALITY OF  
	 WEST GREY Pg 53

ROOFING  
HY-GRADE STEEL ROOFING Pg 4&5
INTERLOCK ROOFING Pg 38
PILKINGTON ROOF TRUSS Pg 61

SALON & SPA 
KULA SPA Pg 31

SPAS, HOT TUBS & SAUNAS  
SAUNA RAY Pg 38

SPECIAL EVENTS 
STONEWURX INTERNATIONAL 
	 DRY STONE WALLING FESTIVAL Pg 3

SUN PROTECTION  
SUN PROTECTION FILM Pg 59

WATER TREATMENT  
MCCANN WATER SYSTEMS Pg 61

WINDOW FASHIONS  
CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 11
DESIGNING WOMEN Pg 14
INSIDE IDEAS Pg 29

APPLIANCES 
MACDONALDS FURNITURE 
	 & APPLIANCES Pg 11
SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S TV & APPLIANCES Pg 7

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES, 
STUDIO & WORKSHOPS 
DUKE IRON Pg 31
SASSAFRAS – ARTISTIC DESIGN STUDIO Pg 55

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION 
GEORGIAN AUDIO VIDEO Pg 45
HDTV AND ELECTRONICS Pg 19

BUILDERS 
CHRISTIE CONTRACTING Pg 59
FREEBURN FINE HOMES Pg 37
NORTH GREEN LIVING Pg 29
VICEROY HOME & COTTAGE CRAFTERS Pg 21
WIT CONSTRUCTION Pg 64

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE  
SUPPLIES 
MARTIN’S HOME HARDWARE Pg 15
MOGGIE VALLEY TIMBER INC. Pg 31

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
FINE WOODWORKING  
L-M WOODCRAFT Pg 17
TOPNOTCH FURNITURE Pg 21

CLOTHING/FABRIC 
FANCY THAT Pg 61
THE COUNTY LINE Pg 61

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE  
& STONE  
DI PIETRA DESIGN Pg 17

DESIGNERS & ARCHITECTS  
BENJ ART INC. – LANDSCAPE  
	 ARCHITECTS & CONTRACTORS Pg 55

EXCAVATING/SITE PREP/SEPTIC 
DAVIDSON CONSTRUCTION INC. Pg 61
GROUND-UP CONTRACTING Pg 63
MAC TAYLOR CORPORATION Pg 61

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ 
HEATING & COOLING 
AIR TECH MECHANICAL Pg 29
COOK’S PLUMBING & HEATING Pg 55
NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION Pg 51
MOUNTAIN TOP CHIMNEY SWEEP Pg 14
THE FYRE PLACE & PATIO SHOP Pg 39

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM  
CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 11
L-M WOODCRAFT Pg 17
MOGGIE VALLEY TIMBER INC. Pg 31

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING  
KEMBLE MOUNTAIN ROASTERY Pg 61
MIMI’S CAFE Pg 49

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR  
BEACH CHIC Pg 59
CEDAR COUNTRY FURNITURE Pg 61 
COTTAGE CHIC Pg 59 
COUNTRY CHARM Pg 51 
DJ’S FURNITURE Pg 29
J’ADORN Pg 13
LITTLE’S FURNITURE Pg 7
MACDONALDS FURNITURE 
	 & APPLIANCES Pg 11
SMITTY’S FINE FURNITURE Pg 45 
SURROUNDINGS IN MILDMAY Pg 59
THE RUSTY STAR Pg 21
TOPNOTCH FURNITURE Pg 21 

GEOTHERMAL 
NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION Pg 51

HOME DÉCOR  
AUGUST SKIES HOME DECOR ETC Pg 31
INSIDE IDEAS Pg 29
PEEK THRU MY WINDOW Pg 61

HOME IMPROVEMENT  
GRUBB & GUTSCHER
	 - BASEMENT BOSS Pg 39
GRUBB & GUTSCHER  
	 - ENVIRO PAVING Pg 10
OUR PROJECT CENTRE 
	 – HANOVER RONA Pg 19
SURFACE GREEN SOLUTIONS Pg 37

INTERIOR DESIGN  
DIVA DESIGN Pg 59
HEATHER SMILLIE DESIGN INC. Pg 45

KITCHEN AND BATH  
HANOVER KITCHEN & BATH GALLERY Pg 15
OUR PROJECT CENTRE 
	 – HANOVER RONA Pg  19

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN  
BENJ ART INC. – LANDSCAPE  
	 ARCHITECTS & CONTRACTORS Pg 55
GROUND EFFECTS LANDSCAPES Pg 3
GROUND-UP CONTRACTING Pg 63
HUTTEN & CO LANDSCAPING Pg 57

LIGHTING & ELECTRICAL 
LIVING LIGHTING – OWEN SOUND Pg 8

MEDIA   
BAYSHORE BROADCASTING Pg 55

MOVING  
JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS Pg 61
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Backyard birding is one of summer’s great 
pleasures. Attracting wild birds to your 
yard is as easy as meeting their basic 
needs. Dedicated birders even create lovely 
landscapes just for their feathered friends. 
OUR HOMES offers some fun, practical 
ideas to enhance your birding experience.  OH  

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

BIRDER’S paradise

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

groundupcontracting.ca

Whether you are looking for a better way to clear land, or landscape mulch for your 
garden, or anything in between, you can count on us to supply you with professional, courteous, 
and informed service.
Are you a landscaper or a nursery? Call for more information about our mulch dealer network.

Cutting edge
equipment

Our mulching head and MTL combination lets us  
mulch up brush, scrub, dead trees and much more.

When it comes to our business, 
we offer powerful resources...

Eco Friendly Land Clearing, Waste Wood Recycling Programs
Mulch Sales, Custom Mulch Production and Grinding
Stump Processing and Custom Sceening
Trail Creation, Retaining Walls
Site Prep for Building Lots and Sub-Divisions
Land Fill Diversion, Stump Grinding, Woodlot Thinning
Demolition

The Benefits of 
Mulching and Grinding

Environmentally friendly since it breaks apart wood and 
allows it to start decomposing almost immediately.
No burning, chipping or extra manpower required.
All nutrients returned to the soil.
Selective mulching lets you keep the trees you want.
Grinding waste results in HUGE landfill cost savings.

Before After

groundup_Sum12.indd   1 12-05-25   10:23 AM
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