
TThis is the stuff dreams are made of, and they’ve all come true for an 
imaginative, fun-loving family here in Grey Bruce.

Design the life you want to live – that’s the motto Lynne Knowlton lives 
by. It’s also the name of her popular design blog (lynneknowlton.com) 
where she shares her inspiring do-it-yourself ideas and home projects, 
along with candid, yet encouraging stories about cancer and how it 
has touched her and her family’s lives. Lynne’s coveted sense of style 
paired with her witty, fearless writing has earned her thousands of blog 
subscribers and social media followers from around the world.

Her home, which she shares with her husband Michael and four 
children, is a countryside utopia that reawakens childhood fantasies of 
play forts and secret hiding places. With every turn of the head some 
little detail unveils itself, igniting the imagination. It might be a door 
handle made from a horseshoe, chimes crafted from kitchen utensils or 
a chandelier hanging in an outhouse. Beauty is abound, even where you 
least expect it.
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Just imagine
A barn designed for dancing. A fully-
equipped outdoor kitchen and pool 
area to entertain at. An enchanting 
tree house suited to host guests and 
newlyweds. One hundred acres to 
explore freely. And a beautiful home 
with a wraparound porch to relax on.

Continued on page 24
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FOR ENTERTAINING
Follow the flagstone path from the back of the house and you’ll find 
yourself looking over the incredible outdoor entertaining area. It’s at 
the top of these steps that Lynne and Michael said “I Do” – not long after 
moving in. No one would have thought this a pretty wedding venue 10 
years ago though! When the Knowlton family bought the home, the stone 
walls that surround the pool and lounge area were completely buried 
beneath rubble, garbage and overgrown trees.

With the help of Sierra Excavating Haulage & Landscaping they 
unearthed it all and repaired the damaged stone walls, placing found bits 
of farm equipment and hardware back in the wall for creative fun.

It just so happens that a barn original to the property burned down 
many decades ago, but after much digging, it was discovered that the stone 
foundation was still intact, and what better place for a pool? That’s how 
the unique shape and size of the pool (installed by Chris Wilkes and Ron 
Hartman) was achieved.   

Lynne’s love of Balinese furnishings and décor is ever evident at the 
poolside kitchen area, with stunning umbrellas to shade the dining table, 
hand-carved bar stools in the shape of cupped hands, colourful toss 
cushions and unique wooden benches to share by the fire. 

Richard Pratt – a man Lynne admiringly refers to as a genius 
contractor, built the timber frame shelter that covers the area. “All beams 
were hand hewn and assembled perfectly,” she says. 

Richard Pratt is responsible for the custom-
designed cement countertop that helps the 
kitchen blend into its natural surroundings 
and survive harsh winter weather.Continued on page 26
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FOR PLAYING
A grown-up tree house? Yes! This enchanting hideaway, built by Chris Wilkes 
and Ron Hartman, was constructed entirely from a local barn that was 
destroyed in a tornado. Lynne says the project started rather innocently with 
plans for a small fort with a wraparound porch, but once the base was built 
they opted for just a small deck and more indoor space, and the tree house 
grew from there. “A friend donated the slide from a torn out playground. 
Another gave us a sink,” says Lynne. “The doors and windows are all recycled 
and reused from old projects and old homes.”

“The outdoor fireplace was a last 
minute addition to our original 
building plans,” says Lynne. “It was 
the best decision we made though; 
it’s my favourite part of our outdoor 
entertaining area.”

FOR PARTIES 
“I think barns are too pretty for hay,” laughs Lynne. “We use our barn for 
dances, parties and weddings. We even have a chandelier hanging in it!” 

Built in the ‘60s after the original barn burned down, the Knowltons 
worked with local Amish workers to restore the barn to a people-friendly 
place. Now you’ll walk past beautifully crafted horse stables on the ground 
floor as you head up to the dance floor, a huge open space that twinkles 
with white lights and glows in the warmth of colourful Balinese lanterns.

Guests love staying the night in the tree house, which sleeps four. With an 
indoor/outdoor bar, a fridge, running water, coffeemaker and woodstove, 
it’s Mother Nature’s version of a hotel room and has even been used as a 
bridal suite!

Continued on page 30
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Duke Iron did all the wrought iron work 
around the property, including the 
antique bed swing that sways beneath 
the tree house.

We Care About Your Air

*Limited Time Offer

Additional Government & 
Utility Rebates also available!

117064 Grey Rd.3, Keady

It's as friendly to the environment as it is to your budget.

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • VENTILATION SYSTEMS

Up to

$1,300 in
 Customer Rewards*

519-934-3358 www.air-tech.ca

 Largest Showroom in the Area
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Designed with no exposed rear cords for enhanced child safety.

TAILORED™  
TRADITIONAL™

TIERED™  
TIERED ARCHITELLA®

TRAVERSED™   
™

Call or stop by today to learn more.
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HANOVER SHOWROOM
805 - 10th STREET

519.506.3228
Mon-Thurs   9:30am to 5:30pm

Fri   9:30am to 8:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

WROXETER SHOWROOM
R.R.#2 - 43195 AMBERLEY RD

519.335.3228
Mon-Thurs   8:00am to 5:00pm

Fri   8:00am to 9:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

www.djsfurniture.ca
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The outdoor paradise that is the Knowltons’ backyard is not only 
inspiring, but also visual evidence of the beauty in nature. “I am inspired 
by the space around me. I like to work with what I’ve got,” says Lynne. 
Her creative, organic style is much more than a look though – it provokes 

feelings of happiness, relaxation and playfulness, and to her this means 
a job well done. “I believe a well designed space is one that FEELS 
good,” she says. “A space that anyone can come and enjoy and feel right 
at home.”  OH

You’ll never think of 
outhouses the same. This 
one is nice enough to hang 
out in, and, in fact, Lynne 
has done so with friends on 
cool summer nights. When 
Chris Wilkes built it, he 
installed a “no-stink” system 
and Lynne has prettied it 
up with a lovely chandelier, 
stained glass windows and 
rows of candles.

Lynne and Michael saved old 
scoreboards from the dump 

and put them to work as wind-
blockers in an outdoor living 

area by the tree house.

hair salon
aesthetics
fashion
accessories

RMT massage 
available at 
The Falls inn

Ask about our wedding  
salon and spa 
packages

Come visit us at 
973, 2nd Avenue West, Owen Sound or 
The Falls Inn in Walters Falls.

519.371.3551

a place of quality, service and heart

Luxuryx2

home décor     etc.
Art  D Contemporary Furnishings D Giftware 

D Jewellery D Beautiful & Affordable

Open 7 Days A Week • Extended hours July & August

661 Goderich St., Port Elgin     519-389-3388

RR#1 Holland Centre, ON

519 794 0018

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:00pm

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN   POST & BEAM 

WHITE PINE FLOORING   T&G SIDING

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6

SALE - 1"x 8" pine boards 40 cents a linear foot

" Squares

CALL FOR QUOTE

www.moggievalleytimber.com
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