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AAS THIS YEAR 
draws to a close, I 
was reminded (via 
Twitter) that it is the 
100th anniversary of 
the First World War. I’ve always had a penchant for history and it made 
me think about how people lived at the turn of the last century. 

Did you know that in 1914 only about 20 per cent of homes were 
considered middle class and even though electric lighting had existed 
for 35 years it was still expensive and not available in remote areas? Most 
middle-class people continued to use gas lighting in their homes. More 
than half of Canada’s 7.5 million citizens lived in rural communities. 
People didn’t have fridges or freezers; they still used ice boxes to keep 
their food cold. 

Family residences in North America changed significantly during 
the early 1900s, due not only to advances in building materials and 
construction techniques, but also in an effort to craft homes that 
were more visually cohesive with their environments. This era saw 
the emergence of Frank Lloyd Wright’s famous Prairie style (visually 
horizontal homes with gently sloping roofs, among other characteristics), 
the bungalow and the American Craftsman style (simplicity of form, 
prominence of natural materials and emphasis on handcrafted work). 

During these years, interior design moved away from the extravagant 
and ornate towards more contemporary, simple and elegant home 
décor, featuring clean lines and the use of wood, glass and metal work. 
It was common to find large windows, exposed wood beams and 
hardwood built-in features. Colours such as wheat, cream, sage, slate 
grey and browns, or federal blue, red and ivory were very popular; 
paints themselves were generally still made from raw pigments. Isn’t it 
interesting that grey is once again enjoying a vogue?

A lot has changed during the intervening years, but these early 
20th-century movements continue to resonate in home décor and design 
– I often find myself touring homes where natural materials continue to 
take centre stage.

Hope you enjoyed the historical facts and from all of us at OUR 
HOMES Grey Bruce we wish you a happy holiday and a great start 
to the new year!

Jennifer Schleich, Managing Editor
jenny@ourhomesmagazine.com

  Follow us @OurHomesMag

CORRECTION: In our fall issue story Beauty on the Bay (page 34) Burnie Root 

of B. Root Construction was not clearly acknowledged as a contributor to the 

renovation of the cottage. OUR HOMES regrets the oversight.

Heather Smillie Designs Inc.
Interior Design and Decorating

519.881.5524
www.heathersmilliedesignsinc.com

 Serving all of 
Grey & Bruce

County

Bedrooms  Buffets & Hutches  Chairs & Rockers  Tables  Home Office

Furniture to match your look and needs. 
Let us design and build for your home.

A little temptation ...
 from those who spend their lives trying to avoid it.

17 George St, Caledon  519-927-1789
Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound  519-376-4434
www.ccharm.com

Jack Daniel’s 
Whiskey Barrel Pub Set

For more information, call  1-866-775-0333 or visit  GrandviewHomesNorth.com
Come see us at the corner of Poplar Sideroad and Clark just east of High St. in Collingwood.

FEATURING: 
■ Selection of 83 Crescent homes
■ Fully detached homes
■ Choice of 3 exterior fi nishes
■ Oak staircases
■ 9’ ceilings on main fl oor
■ Close to amenities

* Speak with a Sales Representative for details. Offer valid until March 31, 2015. Prices and specifi cations subject to change without notice. E.& O. E.

Home should feel this good! 

SINGLE FAMILY 
HOMES

from

$268900
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C
STORY STEPHANIE REDMOND

CABIN CHIC
Designer  
Stephanie Redmond 
shares her ideas.

Cabin chic seems a fitting décor 
choice for winter months. The aesthetic evokes 
images of cosiness and warmth, reminding us 
of what it is to be Canadian. Rustic interiors 
with wood, wool and hot chocolate come to 
mind. However, let’s not forget that, in August, 
we sweat, fight blackflies, and if we’re lucky, 
swim in our wonderful fresh water. Winter 
or summer, the cabin makes me feel truly 
Canadian. Here’s how to achieve that rustic 
setting, with a few modern conveniences.

First of all, I have to stress comfort. No 
modernist furniture in my cabin, please! How 
about this extra long sofa from Lee Industries? 
It will accommodate a mass of people (perfect 
for the weekends) and is ultra comfy for 
lounging, reading and napping. Of course, 
I’d prefer it in a natural linen colour, so it 
doesn’t clash with my collection of antique Bay 
blankets. If you don’t have one, they are always 
available (and always in style) at The Bay. Now, 
if you’re a bit allergic to colour, you can always 
go with the Millenium Stripe, which is a more 
neutral approach, but just as lovely. 

Of course, all of this must sit on a rustic 
base of something, so let’s talk about wood 
flooring. In the cabin, I see pine, but if you have 
dogs or kids, or simply a busy household, pine 
will be too soft. You can apply an oil or wax 
finish (this will not protect it from grooves) 
but the wear will be slightly less noticeable 
than a deeper stain finish. If you’d like to 

modernize, try a grey wash 
quarter sawn oak with an 
oil finish. More Belgian 
than Canadian, but the 
results will be stunning. 

As tempted as I am to put an antler 
chandelier in here, I like my lighting a bit 
more modern. You can try the Mori light by 
Rich Brilliant Willing for a beautiful, soft 
glow. With more rustic companions like 
wood and textural fabrics, a modern light 
will fit right in without making the scene 
appear too contemporary. (For a cheap fix, 
you can always use a big white paper lantern 
– always a winner as far as I’m concerned!)

A cabin shouldn’t feel like it was pieced 
together yesterday, or it becomes too 
decorated and too stiff. Throw a fur rug on 
the floor and a few oddball pieces to make 
it seem like a collection from bygone times. 
I like rattan because its low-key style never 
looks right off the shelf. I found these chairs on 
1stdibs.com for a bit of rustic charm. They’re 
quirky and will look great with pine floors. 

There is one more piece that every cabin 
needs: Monopoly! I would add a deck of cards 
and Scrabble, too; the list is never-ending. 
Whatever your game, don’t forget to include 
an antique pine chest of drawers filled to the 
brim with games that the whole family can 
enjoy in front of a roaring fire. Now that is 
wonderful living.  OH

1. MORI 2420 PENDANT: 
Rich Brilliant Willing  
2. MILLENNIUM STRIPE 
BAY BLANKET: Hudson’s Bay 
Company 3. RATTAN LOUNGE 
CHAIRS: 1stDibs.com  
4. LINEN SOFA: Lee Industries

1
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FUN 
FURNISHINGS

2  SURROUNDINGS OF MILDMAY

Custom Frames
Give your artwork, memorabilia, 
documents or photographs a dazzling 
edge with their own custom frame 
and matting in a limitless selection of 
colours. Surroundings uses only acid-
free products to preserve and protect 
your valuable art and treasures.

58 Elora St., Mildmay 
519.367.2636 | surroundingsmildmay.ca

1  LIVING LIGHTING Mason Jar 
Pendant Chandelier
A set of Edison bulbs gives this modern 
six-light Mason jar pendant fixture, in 
Olde Bronze, a historical edge. It belongs 
to Kichler’s Brinley collection and is also 
available in brushed nickel. 

1209 16th St. E., Owen Sound 
519.371.5645 | livinglighting.com

3  KEN PHILP PLUMBING  
& HEATING LTD. 

Paloma Gas Stove
This slender gas stove is well suited for 
intimate spaces. It features a rock fire 
bed, a curved, outer-glass front and 
a glass hearth-pad. It’s available in a 
selection of finishes and tinted glass.

128 Jason St., Springmount 
519.372.0688 | lennoxdealer.com/kenphilp

1

2

3

PHOTOGRAPHY STEVE SMALL

Treat yourself and your home to something 
special over the holidays.

Continued on page 16

shutters | draperies | wood blinds | cellular shades
woven woods | roman shades | window film...and more

Measuring & Installation Free In-Home Consultation
519-793-3921 www.budgetblinds.ca

We carry the 
hottest styles 
and colours to 
fit your décor.

We bring 
custom window coverings 

to you!

“Expert Fit”

975 2nd avenue east, owen sound
226-664-2273  |  www.barebirch.ca

casual, cozy, boutique interiors

661 Goderich St., Port Elgin   |   519-389-3388
Please visit us on Facebook for our winter hours. 

décor, fashion      etc.
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5  TEMPTATIONS GIFTS & HOME 
DÉCOR & HOITY TOITY CELLARS

Reclaimed Wood Wine Rack  
& Local Wine
Enjoy, or give as a gift this season, a 
bottle of wine or cider, such as 66 Pickup, 
Kicked Out of the Country Club or Dusty 
White Glove from Mildmay’s longtime 
winery. Showcase your beverages in 
a reclaimed wood wine rack, from 
Temptations in Hanover.

Temptations Gifts & Home Decor 
332 10th St., Hanover 
519.364.1819 | temptationshanover.com

Hoity Toity Cellars 
1723 Hwy 9, Mildmay 
519.507.1723 | hoitytoitycellars.ca

4  SWAN BATH & KITCHEN CENTRE

Venetian Bathtub
This two-piece freestanding acrylic 
bathtub in a sleek, white-gloss finish with 
a smooth, curved silhouette is paired with 
modern chrome detailing and features 
innovative Slik-DrainTM technology. 

453 Garafraxa St. S., Durham 
519.369.5047 | swanbathandkitchen.ca

6   TOPNOTCH FURNITURE

Wine Barrel Supper Table
Made from a reclaimed oak wine 
barrel, this table is handcrafted at the 
Topnotch Furniture shop in Gorrie. The 
top surface glides upwards with ease, 
converting a beautiful coffee table into 
a supper table and exposing an interior 
storage compartment.

89446 Huron Rd. 30 (Fordwich Line), Gorrie 
519.335.3213 | topnotchfurniture.com  OH

232 Durham St., Walkerton, ON
519.881.0151     pellowpharmasave.com

Pellow
Gifts, Home Décor & More!

Open 7 Days!

Hanover  
Showroom

805 - 10th St.
519.506.3228

Wroxeter  
Showroom
43195 Amberley Rd.
519.335.3228

DJsFurniture.ca

Solid Wood Furniture

NEW giftware, tableware, chinaware
and classic European styled furniture

115 Wellington Street, Feversham
Hours:  Daily 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., CLOSED Mondays

519-922-1111     homeaccentsemporium@live.com

Home Accents Emporium

NOW OPEN, our new
“Canadiana Shop”

Holiday Home Dressing
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COMING HOME

STORY JENNIFER SCHLEICH
PHOTOGRAPHY ALAN SHISKO

TOP: An open-concept living and dining area offers a 
panoramic view of the river. ABOVE: (left to right) Stacy, 
Jadeyln, Mason (front) and Lisette stand with their builder 
Ken Burrows of Ken Burrows and Son on the family’s dock 
overlooking the Sauble River.

TOP: A baby falcon landed on the Stolps’ backyard deck this past summer, close enough for a close-up. 
MIDDLE: A light coating of frost adds a magical touch to the sweeping lawn in the backyard. ABOVE: The 
entrance to the cottage is filled with natural light and features wood-look tile flooring. ABOVE MIDDLE: A set 
of owls welcomes guests at the front door, offering a helping hand for sunglass owners. RIGHT: The deep blue 
front door pops off the façade, featuring an arch of colourful bricks.

HolidaysFOR THE

OOn a bright frosty morning over 
Thanksgiving, the Stolp family invited us 
into their home-away-from-home. An all-
season cottage on the banks of the sandy 
Sauble River, the Stolps’ vacation home is a 
luxurious retreat at the beach and a holiday 
gathering spot year round. 

For Stacy Stolp, who hails from the community of Sauble Beach, 
visiting his family’s cottage really is like coming home.

“I grew up in Sauble Beach and that’s why we decided to build 
here,” he says.

It’s a place where Lisette, Stacy and their two children Jadelyn, 11, 
and Mason, 7, can detach from their busy lives in Oakville and enjoy 
spending time together. The siblings even agree to share a bedroom at 
the cottage, which functions as a base of operations allowing the family 
to visit their favourite destinations around Bruce County and make use 
of the sporting equipment overflowing their garage. Continued on page 20

PHOTO BY LISETTE STOLP
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ABOVE: The foyer features a modern open-concept 
staircase in white, contrasted with neutral wood 
accents. RIGHT: Granite countertops, wood-style 
ceramic floors and soaring cabinetry form this custom 
kitchen, built by Seedling Woodworks. The kitchen’s 
glass-tile backsplash ties in with the glass tiling used 
throughout the cottage.

RIGHT: A pair of french glass doors, originally intended for the study, form unique 
fronts for built-in shelving on either side of the fireplace. BELOW: A barrel-shaped 
side table with metal accents and a curvy white lamp complement the leather 
sectional and stylish, yet casual, feel of the living area.

They adore their cottage, which was built 
by Ken Burrows and Son Custom Homes 
and Additions, but they love the outside 
more: the decks, the dock, the beach and the 
smooth flowing Sauble River, which is rife 
with wildlife. The rural atmosphere of Bruce 
County is important to the Stolps, who enjoy 
immersing themselves in nature.

“We love the winters in Sauble; they are 
peaceful,” says Lisette. “We go snow tubing, 
cross-country skiing and take night walks, 
which are magical in the winter. The kids love 
nature. They feed peanuts to the blue jays and 
chipmunks and we love that Blue Mountain 
and Scenic Caves are so close.” 

Four years ago, the Stolp family purchased 
a parcel of land and its accompanying aging 
cottage, and then promptly demolished it. 
Shortly after, the family set to work building 
their holiday getaway with the help of Stacy’s 
long-time friend Dan Burrows.

 “Dan and I have known each other since 
we were teens,” he says. “We worked together 
at Home Hardware when it was called Beaver 
Lumber. I knew he was honest and sincere. 
When you are working with a person like Dan 
it’s one-on-one and he adds a personal touch.”

Six months later, the family moved in. 
“Nobody I know of could do what Dan did 

for us in six months,” says Stacy. “He got it 

done for Christmas and we spent the holidays 
here that year.”

The cottage was designed with the help of 
Architectural Technologist Craig Johnston 
(Craig Johnston Design). Together they 
created plans for a two-storey brick home 
(Shouldice Designer Stone and John 
Bloodworth Masonry). It features an open 
concept kitchen (Dan Spitzig of Seedling 
Woodworks) and living area, complete with 
roomy 10-foot ceilings and expansive windows 
showcasing the river view. And that view 
sure is something; glistening blue water and 
vibrant vegetation interspersed with soaring 
pine trees and friendly neighbours. 

A classic stone fireplace with a gas insert (installed by Ken Philp 
Plumbing & Heating) draws attention along the length of the living 
area. Stationed on either side is a unique floor-to-ceiling, built-in 
shelving unit fronted by a pair of glass doors. 

“It was an accident,” admits Stacy. “I ordered french doors for the 
study and got the wrong size. Just by a fluke they fit perfect in the 
niches around the fireplace and my wife said ‘Oh my god that looks 
amazing!’ so we hung them up.”

Adjacent to the living room, the patio doors open onto a sprawling 
deck (Andrew Kivell and Miller’s Home Hardware Building 
Centre), which is home to a harvest patio table built by Jason 
Hawk. The upper-storey deck provides cover for the outdoor dining 
area, which is shielded from the sun by a retractable transparent solar 
screen. The lawn (Grey Bruce Sod Supply Ltd.) slopes gently down 
to the river, lined by landscaped gardens (McCartney Property 
Maintenance and Westside Nurseries & Greenhouses Ltd.), 
ending at the dock (Garrett Baker Contracting). Continued on page 22
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“I wanted something different for our dock,” says Stacy, who built an 
elegant sunburst-patterned gate. “I’m a sunset guy and I wanted to keep 
it simple; I’m not a master craftsman,” he jokes.

The ground floor of the cottage is only half the story. The open 
staircase leads upstairs to four bedrooms and two bathrooms; a space 
designed to accommodate guests. The atmosphere on the upper level, 
influenced by softly hued and glossy engineered hardwood (installed by 
North Acres Hardwood Floors), is warm, airy and inviting.

The rooms and hallway are adorned with Mason and Jadelyn’s 
artwork, including Jadelyn’s impressive painting of The Hobbit. 
Paintings by Lisette’s cousin Lina Serrano are also found 
throughout the cottage.

ABOVE: The spacious master bedroom features engineered hardwood, 
a walk-in closet and master en suite. LEFT: The balcony off the master 
bedroom offers a stunning view and a quiet space for Stacy and Lisette to 
wind down. BELOW: Vintage buffet-style vanities and a glass tiled shower 
pair nicely in the upstairs guest bath.

Continued on page 24

Before After

Whether you are looking for a better way to clear land,  
or landscape mulch for your garden,  
or anything in between, you can count on us to supply you with  
professional, courteous, and informed service.
Are you a landscaper or a nursery?  
Call for more information about our mulch dealer network.

235332 Conc. 2C R.R.#1 Williamsford  | 519.794.2842

We produce composts, shredded pine bark mulch, cedar mulch, and coloured 
mulch in red, black and brown. 

groundupcontracting.ca

Blazing trails and cleaning up outside spaces
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“Both my son and daughter paint,” he says 
proudly. “We brought them, just for fun, to 
an art school course and they love it. Jadelyn 
especially loves to read, she reads so much,” 
he adds about her choice to paint a scene from 
J.R.R.Tolkien’s novel.

The upstairs bathrooms are a fusion of 
traditional and modern styles. The antique 
vanities are accompanied by glass-tiled showers 
(Mike Sollazzo of Finest By Sollazzo).

“I have always been a fan of antiques mixed 
with modern pieces, they call it a transitional 
look,” explains Lisette. “I picked the glass 
tiles for the showers because the turquoise 
colour produces a waterfall effect when the 
water runs. We paired them with frameless 
glass doors to complete the look.” The guest 
bathroom and the master en suite mirror each 
other conceptually. 

The master bedroom houses Lisette’s 
favourite feature: a west-facing balcony large 
enough for both her and Stacy to sit and 
enjoy the Bruce Peninsula’s world-renowned 
sunsets. What better way could there be to 
end a day at the cottage than watching the 
sun slowly sink below the horizon with your 
loved ones?  OH

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
Andrew Kivell • Barfoot Contracting & Excavating • Craig Johnston Design • 

Finest • Garrett Baker Contracting • Grey Bruce Paint & Décor • Grey Bruce Sod 

Supply Ltd. • Gulliver Electric • Jason Hawk • John Bloodworth Masonry • Ken 

Burrows and Son Custom Homes and Additions • Ken Philp Plumbing & Heating • 

McCartney Property Maintenance Ltd. • Miller’s Home Hardware Building Centre 

• North Acres Hardwood Floors • Paul Lapslie • Peninsula Overhead Doors Inc. 

• Rob Smith • Seedling Woodworks • Shore to Shore Glass & Mirror • States 

Contracting • Westside Nurseries & Greenhouses Ltd. • Van Dolder’s Home Team

TOP: A his-and-hers 
vintage vanity, in 
distressed white, is a 
central feature of the 
master en suite.
RIGHT: Adorning 
the guest bedroom 
wall is an original 
acrylic painting of 
The Hobbit, painted 
by the Stolps’ 
daughter Jadelyn.
BELOW: Jadelyn and 
Mason’s bedroom 
features the siblings’ 
artwork and their 
collection of 
stuffed animals.
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THE PLACE: Walking into barebirch is quite simply like stepping 

into an enchanted birch forest, if a forest were cosy, comfortable 

and incredibly stylish. It’s a place where people lose hours 

browsing inspirational displays of beautiful quality furniture, 

pottery, gifts, fashion accessories, area rugs, dining essentials 

and home-décor items. Opened in 2012 by Owen Sound native 

Jacquie Furtner and her husband Simon, the 2,000 sq. ft. store 

was named best new business in 2013 by the Owen Sound 

Chamber of Commerce and voted best gift shop in Grey Bruce 

by readers of the Sun Times in 2014. “Our customers make us 

who we are and we do our best to accommodate them in any 

way we can,” explains Jacquie. 

THE STYLE: Awash in neutral tones and natural materials, the 

boutique is certainly a unique experience. Select pieces from 

the shop can fit into nearly every décor, whether traditional or 

modern, casual or formal, rustic or refined. Classic anchor items 

are interspersed with seasonal and trendy accent pieces. “Our 

philosophy at barebirch is that your environment influences your 

state of mind,” says Jacquie, “And we want to help you create a 

space that allows you to be at your best.”

WHAT’S HOT: During the holiday season barebirch is 

transformed into a Christmas wonderland. Tiny white lights 

twinkle from every corner of the shop and the barebirch team 

STORY JENNIFER SCHLEICH 
PHOTOGRAPHY BONNIE FOX

BARE
BEAUTY

creates a series of holiday displays featuring natural elements 

and gorgeous statement pieces. “We put together the holiday 

displays for our customers, who come in just for inspiration,” 

explains Jacquie. Very few people leave without taking home 

a piece or two to incorporate into their holiday décor. “They 

usually just can’t resist,” she says.

FAVOURITES: Jacquie and Simon are staunch advocates of 

local arts and have endeavoured to support Canadian artisans 

by stocking handmade pieces. Among some of the beloved 

favourites at barebirch is a line of buffalo leather bags, wallets 

and accessories made in Alberta. The handmade buffalo leather 

accessories are statement fashion pieces that get better with 

age and use, notes Jacquie, adding “We can’t keep them 

on the shelves!”

GET THERE: 975 2nd Ave. E., Owen Sound 

226.664.2273 | www.barebirch.ca  OH

Jacquie Furtner
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Where you will find a fantastic collection of tree trims, 
Fontanini Nativities, Bradford Exchange, Angels, Trees, 

Garland, Wreaths, Lights and More to decorate and 
brighten your home this Christmas Season!

Located at Highway 6 & 21, Springmount (Near Owen Sound)  |  519.371.2963  |  www.thefyreplace.com

Since 1973

Catch the 
Spirit of Christmas 

in our Daily 1/2 PRICE Specials!

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

Tax planning is a year-round activity if done properly. There are deadlines 
however and many of them are in the next three months! Add the following 
financial checklist to your calendar and don’t miss these important 
opportunities:
4	Tax Loss Selling: Carrying a few dogs in your investment accounts?  

Considering selling them off to take advantage of tax savings. Don’t 
forget about the 30 day superficial loss rule if you wish to buy it back.

4	Defer Capital gains: Think about waiting until the New Year to sell 
stocks with gains and defer any taxes owing for another 12 months.

4	Low income year and nearing retirement: If either this or next year 
will be an unusually low income year, consider a withdrawal from your 
RRSP before age 71 to reduce the total taxation of the account over time.

4	Charitable Donations: Consider donating stocks or mutual funds in 
kind rather than cash before December 31st to get rid of any unrealized 
gains that have built up over the last few years.

4	65 this year: Make sure you earn $2,000 of tax free pension or RRIF 
income.

4	71 this year: See your advisor before December 31st to convert to a RRIF 
and discuss how you will begin generating income from your account.

4	RESP deposits: Must be made before the end of the year and only up 
until the year in which the child turns 17. If your children/grandchildren 
are into their teen years, consider catching up on any unused contribution 
room before it’s too late.

4	TFSA contributions: The total cumulative room for TFSAs is now 
$31,000 if you haven’t opened a tax free savings account yet. An 
additional $5,500 can be added as of January 1st, 2015.  

Contact Michele Mannerow, 
Investment Advisor
with RBC Dominion Securities 
(www.mannerow.ca), 
at 519-376-2018 to help 
check these items off your list.

This article is supplied by Michele Mannerow, 
an Investment Advisor with 
RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 
(Member–Canadian Investor Protection Fund).
This article is for information purposes only. 
Please consult with a professional advisor 
before taking any action based on 
information in this article.

Check your f inancial 

                lis
t twice!

RBC_W14.indd   1 14-11-25   2:57 PM

Construction & Renovation Services  |  Insulated (ICF) & Traditional Concrete Foundations
Walkways, Patios & Decks  |  Landscape  |  Retaining Walls & Interlock Construction

Helping you renovate Inside and Out!
519.367.5700

1.877.367.5780
insideoutrenovations.ca

sales@insideoutrenovations.ca
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ORGANIZED 
KITCHEN
CRAFTING THE

AAlthough the clutter of kitchen 
ideas may seem overwhelming 
sometimes, there are really two 
main ways to get that perfectly 
organized space – finding last-
minute storage tricks to hide 
your growing collection of tools 
and trinkets, and designing 
for organized living from the 
start. There’s always room for 
innovations and improvements, 
but I think the effortlessly 
elegant look of this recent condo 
renovation proves that the best 
results come from a little planning.

Decorating_Organized Kitchen How To.indd   2 2014-11-12   4:00 PM

Continued on page 32

D i  P i e t r a  D e s i g n
C o u n t e r  T o p s

672 Welham Rd - Barrie 1.855.727.0096 - www.dpd360.com

From all of us at Di Pietra Design

Merry Christmas! Come See 
Our Exclusive 

Materials

Courtesy of Shannon Stark at All About Kitchens

D i  P i e t r a  D e s i g n
C o u n t e r  T o p s

D i  P i e t r a  D e s i g n
C o u n t e r  T o p s

DiPietra WELL HW14.indd   1 2014-11-06   12:55 PM

Don Susan

A smooth build
 from start to finish.
•	Build	your	dream	home	on	the	Saugeen	River	in	Durham.	
Fully	serviced	–	only	2	left	!!

•	Also	2	–	2	acre	lots	in	Watra	Sub-division	in	Glenelg	Township

•		2	Fully	Serviced	Lots	in	the	Town	of	Durham	1-	50	ft	&	1-	70ft

•	4	–	1/2	acre	serviced	lots	on	Durham	Road

•	3	serviced	lots	in	Collingwood

•	Coming soon! 30	lots	in	Hanover

519-369-5051	
homes@canduehomes.com
www.canduehomes.com
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hardly adds to the cost, and a slight loss 
in storage below is more than made 
up for by the clean lines. It also allows 
extra hiding space for the messes you 
haven’t gotten to.

•	 Easy	Trade-Offs	–	The original floor 
plan here included space for a breakfast 
nook, but there was also room for a 
four-seat table just outside the kitchen, 
and this condo certainly didn’t need 
both. The new plan moved the fridge 
to this area and added extra cabinetry 
around it, with one open display niche 
in the centre to keep the space from 
feeling too boxed in.

•	 Built	To	Serve	– If you do have space 
for an eat-in kitchen area, consider a 
built-in banquet on one side of the table. 
This allows you to still incorporate some 

storage in the base of the seat, hide 
heating vents underneath in the toe kick, 
and keep guests in conversation distance 
while out of the workspace.

•	 Widen	Your	Options	–	Whether 
creating custom cabinetry or working 
with standard units, remember to 
consider what items you typically store 
and make sure to select cabinets that 
will hold them effectively rather than 
repeating one standard size. This plan 
includes a slim, full-length pantry, half-
height doors, standard cupboards, and 
wide drawers, allowing any item short or 
tall to find the perfect home. Running the 
nonstandard units floor to ceiling (with 
the top filler matching the toe kick in 
height) keeps the look clean, simple and 
always organized.  OH

Here’s	how	you	can	get	a	
perfectly	planned	kitchen:

•	 Pull	it	Back	–	Rather than choosing a 
more traditional look with handles and/
or knobs, I used mitred-edge cabinets 
(so they can be easily gripped from 
the bottom) and eliminated the visible 
hardware. This look is more modern, 
but also helps a small kitchen feel less 
cluttered with fewer projecting pieces. 
Traditional warmth was reintroduced 
through the sandy porcelain tile and 
timeless wood floor.

•	 Outlet	It	Go	–	Speaking of the 
porcelain tile, you may have noticed 
its rich, subtle tones, or the elegantly 
organic texture. What you probably did 
not notice were electrical outlets marring 
this beautiful surface. The outlets are 
tucked away on the underside of the 
cabinets and shelves, where they are still 
conveniently reachable without being in 
your sight line – a worthwhile adjustment 
during construction.

•	 Shed	Some	Light	–	Along with 
moving the outlets to organize the 
electrical, I added sleek under-cabinet 
lighting. You can add under-cabinet 
battery-powered lights at any time, but 
building them into the cabinets results in 
a clean finish. Plus, it adds a convenient 
on and off switch for a better light 
scheme (you can flick on with one elbow 
while wrist deep in dough).

•	 More	Bright	Ideas	–	Under-cabinet 
lighting wasn’t going to be enough; every 
space should have multiple layers of 
light, especially a functional one. Here, I 
dropped the ceiling a few inches to allow 
for a network of pot lights, eliminating 
the harsh shadows created by the original 
central fixture.

•	 Open	Up	–	Although open shelving 
may not be your first thought for 
de-cluttering, it can be a very practical 
addition, so be open-minded! A long 
shelf for often-used dishes keeps 
these everyday items immediately at 
hand, shows off their simple beauty 
and forces you to keep them tidy (but 
not too perfect). Don’t worry: glass 
and white basics look great jumbled 
together effortlessly.

•	 Hidden	Depths	–	I am a huge fan of 
the deep, square sink, with a perfectly 
fitted draining rack. I have one in 
my kitchen and use it often for client 
projects. Springing for the extra depth 

Decorating_Organized Kitchen How To.indd   3 2014-11-12   4:00 PM

Kitchens, Vanities, Built-Ins
519.483.1188
SOUTHAMPTON 

100% Custom Homes
519.483.1199
SOUTHAMPTON 

www.brucecountycustomcabinets.ca www.dennisonhomes.ca

We promise you’ll love the way 
your new floor looks, or we’ll replace 
it FREE – including installation!† 1.800.265.1172

FREE Pre-Measures And  Estimates Follow us:

EXCLUSIVELY AVAILABLE AT CARPET ONE, NEW 
RUSTIC RIVER HARDWOOD IS EXPERTLY CRAFTED 
TO LOVINGLY REFLECT THE CHARACTER AND 
HEART OF THE HARDWOOD. SEASONED AND 
WEATHERED, EACH PLANK OFFERS WARMTH AND 
PERSONALITY. CHOOSE FROM UNIFORM STYLES 
WITH LITTLE COLOR VARIATION BETWEEN PLANKS, 
OR THOSE THAT OFFER GREAT INTENSITY AND 
VARIATION. 

NOTHING SURPASSES THE RICHNESS, WARMTH AND PERSONALITY OF SEASONED AND WEATHERED HARDWOOD.

I N T R O D U C I N G

RUSTIC RIVER HARDWOOD
Minimal color variation, uniformly seasoned in style.

STARTING AT $4.99 SF

$5.39 SF

RUSTIC RIVER HARDWOOD
Each plank reflects intense character and style.

STARTING AT  

cuneointeriors.com
800-265-1172

873 10th St., Hanover, ON
519-364-1303 

207 Durham St., Walkerton, ON
519-881-2170

For free measure & financing
pre-approval visit CarpetOne.com
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Where the table is always set, and something good is always cooking 
on the stove – there you will find true country hospitality and charm.

LEFT: The home’s sunroom features exposed brick from the original exterior wall 
and houses an antique entryway bench that belonged to Betty Ann’s grandmother. 
ABOVE: The exquisite white Christmas tree complements the lovely blue hues in 
the home, including an antique trunk turned coffee table. OPPOSITE TOP LEFT: 
The dining table is a central feature of the home, always set and ready for guests. 
TOP RIGHT: A set of miniature stockings make excellent festive napkin holders. 
RIGHT: The Tiffany Blue accent walls in the dining area pop next to the neutral 
stone façade of the fireplace.

WINTER

Two of OUR HOMES’ very own, Betty Ann and Allan Fawcett, spent 
six months last year renovating their quaint 1960s bungalow on a 
quiet country road in Vandeleur. On the outskirts of Flesherton, 
Vandeleur is a speck on the map in the heart of Beaver Valley. Just 
over the hill from the Beaver Valley Ski Club, this small village, with 
a long farming history, has an endearing Wikipedia entry and even a 
song in its honour.

The Fawcetts purchased the one-acre property in the spring of 2013 
after they decided to downsize from their neighbouring 100 acre cattle 
and hay farm. With help from friends and family, Allan set to work 
transforming the bungalow into a customized space where they could 
while away their golden years when those years eventually get here.

“Allan did a lot of physical labour, and he worked his little butt off, 
with loads of help, to make this house something of our own,” says 
Betty Ann. According to Allan, the physical labour wasn’t the hard 
part, but arranging all of his trades to be there at the appropriate times 
was difficult. 

“I was involved in every step, from drywall to putting down the 
floors,” he says. “This wasn’t my first building endeavour; I’ve built three 
or four houses over the years. Everything fell into place well and Betty 
Ann really knew what she wanted so that made it a lot easier.”

The main floor of the home was essentially gutted during the 
renovation, which also saw the removal of the chimney, repositioning of 

Wonderland

Continued on page 36
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the basement staircase and a reconfiguration of the living room, master 
bedroom and bathroom. Additionally, the basement was restructured 
to create two guest bedrooms where Betty Ann and Allan’s children 
still like to spend the night, though they are all grown (it may have 
something to do with her highly-acclaimed cooking).

“We had to blow out a wall to open up the floor plan a little more 
and make room in the kitchen,” says Betty Ann. “I love that we punched 
the wall back. We also moved the staircase from the kitchen to the 
other side of the house where a little boy’s bedroom used to be.”

The new staircase features the same beautiful hardwood found 
throughout the main-floor rooms, sourced from South Bruce 
Flooring. The heart and soul of the home is an open-concept kitchen, 
dining room and living area. The custom kitchen, built by South Gate 
Cabinets Inc., is especially close to Betty Ann’s heart.

“I love my new kitchen gadgets,” she raves. “When you come from 
an old country farmhouse to ‘touch’ garbage cans and fancy lazy susans, 
it’s great. All my drawers are super deep for my bowls, and I have a 
custom cutlery drawer.”

Though the new kitchen layout follows the 
same basic blueprint as the original, moving 
back the hallway wall and removing the 
staircase afforded the extra room needed to 
install a spacious island. The island features 
an oven and cooktop (Square Deal Neil’s 
TV & Appliances) situated in gorgeous 
leathered granite from The Old Barn, as well 
as seating for Betty Ann and Allan to enjoy 
their meals together.

Adjacent to the kitchen is the dining area 
with a central, two-way gas fireplace set into 
modern stone (courtesy of Wiarton Home 
Decor Centre), beside a stunning Tiffany 
Blue accent wall. 

“I took my Tiffany & Co. box into Grey 
Bruce Paint & Decor and told them it 

was the colour I wanted – not turquoise,” 
says Betty Ann.

Filling the dining space is a hardwood 
harvest table (Topnotch Furniture), which 
is always set and ready for guests. 

“I would entertain every night if I could,” 
says Betty Ann. “That’s what I love. I love to 
cook!” Allan laughs and agrees, “There’s no 
time to farm anymore because we’re always 
entertaining.” 

The Fawcett’s table décor is spectacular, 
and Betty Ann prides herself on keeping it 
decorated. With accessories from stores 
across Grey Bruce, including Décor Design, 
Inside Ideas, August Skies, Peek Thru 
my Window and J’Adorn, she has placed 
imaginative pieces throughout the living area.

TOP LEFT: A flat top stove fits seamlessly into the island, creating 
an efficient and functional cooking space. ABOVE LEFT: A vestige 
of their former home, this tin ceiling tile has been framed in the 
same wood as the kitchen cabinetry. TOP: The custom kitchen 
features leathered granite, an array of high-tech gadgets and an 
expansive island and food prep area. ABOVE: A snapshot of the 
home pre-renovation shows the original layout of the kitchen.

TOP: One of Betty Ann’s favourite kitchen gadgets is a 
unique pull-out lazy susan designed to hold large kitchen 
items like pots and pans. LEFT: The light neutral tones 
of the master bedroom allow the hardwood four-poster 
bed to take centre stage. ABOVE: Hidden behind this 
full-length mirror mounted on the master bedroom wall is 
a jewelry storage system, which features swinging earring 
racks and hidden compartments. 

Continued on page 38
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“I don’t make any money because I spend all my time in décor 
stores and end up coming home with these great pieces instead,” 
jokes Betty Ann.

If you peek inside the fire, you can see the master bedroom and its 
solid wood Durham Furniture bed from Smitty’s Fine Furniture 
on the other side. The bedroom is adorned with paintings by local 
artists, including Jack Lumber, Donna Harvey and Ofra Svorai. 
Hanging in the corner is another of Betty Ann’s gadgets: a sleek full-
length mirror from Country Charm Mennonite Furniture that 
doubles as a hidden jewelry cabinet.

The lower level of the home contains Betty Ann’s workspace 
(computers and TV from HDTVandElectronics), two guest bedrooms 
(furniture from DJ’s Handcrafted Solid Wood Furniture), a 
laundry area and a garage. They hope to convert the garage into a 
playroom space for their young grandson when he’s a little older. 

Leaving behind their lifelong farm may have been hard, but the Fawcetts 
only have to glance out their front window to see it in the distance. 

“It must be tradition,” says Betty Ann. “When Allan’s dad bought 
our old farm in the 60s the previous owners moved down the road and 
built this house. Now we’ve bought the same house.”  OH

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
Air-Tech Mechanical • August Skies • Centre Grey Builders & 

Supplies • Country Charm Mennonite Furniture • Décor Design 

• DJ’s Handcrafted Solid Wood Furniture • Donna Harvey 

• Drywall by Phase V • Grey Bruce Paint & Décor • Habitat 

for Humanity Restore • HDTVandElectronics • Hutten & Co. 

Landscaping • Inside Ideas • J’Adorn • Life Style Kitchen & 

Bath Design Centre • Living Lighting • Peek Thru My Window 

• Markdale Home Hardware • Miller’s Home Hardware Building 

Centre • Moggie Valley Timber • Ofra Svorai • Smitty’s Fine 

Furniture • South Bruce Flooring • South Gate Cabinets • 

Sparling’s Propane • Square Deal Neil’s TV & Appliances • 

The Old Barn • The Water and Wellness Centre • Topnotch 

Furniture • Van Dolder’s Custom Exteriors • Wiarton Home 

Decor Centre

TOP: This lower floor 
guest bedroom is a cosy 
and comfortable space 
for guests to unwind.
FAR LEFT: An efficient 
gas fireplace heats the 
office, which features 
a French-inspired 
cream desk and 
glossy brown tile.
LEFT: A bold washer and 
dryer set in red adds 
gusto to the bungalow’s 
laundry alcove.

www.southgatecabinets.com  1-866-929-9933 

Custom kitchens, 
cabinets & millwork

Individually designed 
to meet your needs

Quality design, manufacturing 
& installation

408065 Grey Rd. #4  R.R.#1 Maxwell ON

SALES & SERVICE • NEW & USED
Hwy 21, Southampton     519-797-3905 
sinclairtv@bmts.com      www.squaredealneils.ca
Large enough to serve you, small enough to care! 

SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 60 YEARS

SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S
TV AND APPLIANCES

Introducing Black Ice
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Serving our customers for over 17 years.
453 Garafraxa St. S., Durham, ON

519.369.5047   swanbathandkitchen.ca

Tresham™
Tresham gives a subtle twist to the tradition of classic Americana by introducing a 
modern eclectic sensibility to the designs. Endlessly playful, yet elegant, Tresham 
furniture, sinks, toilet and receptors invite you to live your life--with a twist.  
Visit our KOHLER® showroom to experience the new Tresham collection.

Swan Bath Kitchen Centre 

519.369.5047

swanbathandkitchen.ca

453 Garafraxa St. S., Durham, ON 

#89446 Huron Road 30, 1 km north of Hwy 87 on Fordwich Line, Gorrie, ON

519.335.3213   |   www.topnotchfurniture.com

m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  f i n e  f u r n i t u r e

Handcrafted, Solid Wood,  
Reclaimed & Fine Furniture

14 Years of professional
design and manufacturing

104 Shane St., Unit 2B 
Springmount Industrial Park
Owen Sound

 519-378-3590
www.customsoda.ca
ecostore@customsoda.ca

Log home maintenance   |   Deck refinishing 
Brick cleaning and sealing   |   Interior and exterior painting

Environmentally safe dry ice blasting for removing 
 old coatings from interior and exterior wood. 

Hot water and steam cleaning for dirt and mildew.
Removing efflorescence from brick and masonry. 

Lasting Memories
Locker Room

Art Supplies ~ 
Sports Memorabilia ~ 
Custom Framing ~ 

Canvas, Paints, Markers, Pastels, etc.
New Era Hats, Autographs, etc.

Custom Made or Ready Made

318 10th Street
Hanover

519-364-0909
www.LastingMemoriesLockerRoom.com

BUILDINGS WITH T�DITIONAL STYLE

Enquiries Welcomed At:

905.984.0398
www.stoneboathomes.com

• Project Ideas
• Building & Renovation Solutions

CARRIAGE HOUSE - FRONT ELEVATION
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something that’s aligned with their regular 
production design, something that they can 
possibly repeat in the future,” says Luck. 

Reid’s Heritage Homes, which has built 
thousands of houses in southwestern Ontario, 
recently broke ground for the first of its five 
single-family Net Zero homes in Guelph. 
Blake Seeberger, the company’s senior 
vice-president, estimates the first house 
will be finished by spring 2015. “We’ve had 
an overwhelming response from the general 
public,” he says. “We have people lined up 
saying, ‘How can I get one of these?’”

Seeberger expects Reid’s will take the 
lessons learned in building these homes and 
apply them to future developments. “You have 
to have some kind of a test to work out the 
bugs, before you go out and build a community 
of 300 homes,” he says. “You’ve got to be able 
to understand how best to build the home and 
make it affordable to the end user.”

Ranging from 1,500 to 2,600 sq. ft., the 
Guelph homes will be built with high-
efficiency, triple-pane windows, an air 
barrier system and thicker walls with added 
insulation. Extra insulation will be installed in 
the attic and below the basement floor. Homes 
will be equipped with solar panels to generate 
electricity, a cold climate air source heat pump 
instead of a furnace and a hybrid heat pump 
water heater. Owens Corning will provide 
the CodeBord™ air barrier system while 
Jeld-Wen® Windows and Doors, Canadian 
Solar Inc., Mitsubishi Electric Sales Canada 

W
Five builders, two in Ontario and three 
in other provinces, have embarked on an 
experiment to build 25 homes that produce at 
least as much energy as they consume. Called 
Net Zero homes, they are extremely energy 
efficient. They’ve been around for years. Any 
home built off the grid could be considered 
a Net Zero home. But they’ve typically been 
custom-built, often at considerable expense, 
beyond the financial reach of all but the most 
dedicated energy misers.

Partnered with Owens Corning Canada 
LP, and with $1.9 million from Natural 
Resources Canada, five selected builders will 
construct Net Zero homes using off-the-shelf 
equipment and materials. Their goal is to make 
these homes available to the mass market 
and to more homeowners than ever before. 
“It hasn’t been tried in a production setting,” 
says Candice Luck, director of strategy and 
programs for buildABILITY Corporation, 
the project manager. “We wanted to see 
whether Net Zero could be done in an 
affordable manner in a production setting and 
across Canada.”

Builders Reid’s Heritage Homes, of Guelph; 
Minto Communities, Ottawa; Mattamy 
Homes Limited, Calgary; Construction Voyer 
Laval, Quebec and Provident Development 
Inc., Halifax, were chosen for their track 
record in building energy-efficient homes, 
their expertise, drive and motivation to build 
leading-edge homes. “We wanted to make 
sure these houses are built for any homebuyer, 

STORY WALTER FRANCZYK

FUTURE

THE

HOME                   
OF THE

While many Canadians strive to keep their heating and hydro 
bills as low as possible, a small group of home builders is 
working to do away with these expenses altogether.

Inc. and Rheem® will supply other off-the-
shelf technologies.

The technologies have to be readily 
available and affordable, something any other 
builder could buy, says Luck. “The builders are 
really trying to show the industry that this is 
feasible and hopefully drive the prices down 
on some of these technologies.”

Seeberger estimates a two-storey, 2,000 
sq. ft. Net Zero home will cost about $60,000 
more than a typical home of the same size. Solar 
panels, he says, would account for most of the 
added expense. Mortgaging that extra $60,000 
at today’s interest rates would cost about $300 a 
month, an outlay that could be offset with savings 
of $3,000 to $5,000 on annual energy bills. As 
energy-saving technologies become more popular 
and more widely used, Seeberger expects their 
costs will decline, just as prices for CD and DVD 
players dropped after those technologies became 
widespread and mass-produced.  

He and Luck agree it’s hard to predict 
how well these Net Zero homes will serve 
the individual families who live there. The 
lifestyles and energy-consumption habits of 
occupants will vary and determine whether 
these homes produce all the power they 
require. Reid’s is working with the University 
of Guelph to monitor this aspect of the 
experiment. “We’re trying to figure out what 
truly is the lifestyle and the load that we need 
to prepare for and how should we build those 
houses to offset those uses,” Seeberger says.

Mattamy Homes is building five single 
family Net Zero homes in Calgary, Provident 
Development is building five in Halifax. In 
Ottawa, Minto will build one single family 
Net Zero home and a row of four townhouses, 
while Construction Voyer is building a 
two-storey, six-unit building in Quebec. All 
construction is expected to finish by 2016.  OH

Real Estate_Green Living_Net Zero Homes.indd   2 2014-11-07   11:06 AM
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OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT
A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  

NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN  
GREY AND BRUCE COUNTIES

To order a listing in  marketplace, please contact: 
Betty Ann Fawcett • 519.986.2599 • bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com

Well Pumps, Maintenance & Flow Tests
Water Softeners, Iron Filters

UV Disinfection & Reverse Osmosis Systems
Call us for your

 complete water system 
installation or service! 

519.986.4743
mccannwatersystems.ca

THE 
WOODWORM

Mantels  |  Cabinets  |  Wall Units
Audio Visual Systems  |  Storage Units

Home Office Workstations  |  Murphy Beds
Kitchen Renos  |  Stone/Tile Backsplashes

Delivering Innovative  
Solutions in Wood

317542 Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound
519-376-6323  |  416-525-7814

www.thewoodworm.com

1-866-622-0106 • www.bluewaterproteam.ca

Water • Fire • Wind • Mould • Asbestos

SEPTIC SYSTEM SOLUTIONS!
MAC TAYLOR is the area’s leading professional when 

it comes to septic system design and installation. 
Knowledgable, dependable and ready to address the 

challenges of your specific needs. Call Mac for a free estimate.
We're here to help you every step of the way. 

www.mactaylor.com · RR#3 Holland Centre, ON N0H 1R0
e. info@mactaylor.com · t. 519.794.2380 · f. 519.794.3701

WHAT DOES WEALTH MANAGEMENT MEAN TO YOU?  
Over the last many years, the work of investment advisors 

has evolved to meet the needs of our clients and keep up 
with the ever changing financial landscape.

Very early on in my 20+ year career I understood that just 
buying or selling stocks didn’t make sense for my clients if 

the rest of their financial house was in 
disarray, carrying credit card balances 
for example. Wealth Management 
consultations with my clients now 
typically include discussions about:

Where are you now? Where do 
you want to go from here? How 
are you going to get there? What 
unexpected events can happen along 
the way to throw you off course and 
how can we minimize their effects 
on you and your family?

All of these questions require an analysis of: assets 
and liabilities, goal setting for a comfortable future, your 
commitment to saving, the allocation and tax efficiency 
of your investment strategies, and a regular assessment 
of wills, powers of attorney, and life, disability and critical 
illness insurances.

It’s important enough to do today. Contact me to book 
your Wealth Management consultation.
Michele Mannerow
Investment Advisor with RBC Dominion Securities 
619 – 10th Street West, Owen Sound 
519.376.2018 • www.mannerow.ca  (Please see ad on page 29)

LASTING MEMORIES LOCKER ROOM  
Lasting Memories Locker Room located downtown 

Hanover is “The” Store for the Sports Fan and Creative 
Artist.

Whether it is a 48”x 48” canvas or the paint, brushes, 
easels, carrying portfolios, pastels and kits to complete your 
work of art for the Beginner to Professional Artist, you will 
find it here.

Lasting Memories Locker Room offers custom framing.  
We use only Acid-Free products to protect your valuable Art 
and Keepsakes.

If Sports is your game, check 
out our large selection of NHL, 
NFL,  MLB,  NBA memorabi l ia 
and Autographed items. Don’t 
dream what your Fan Cave would 
look like. Make it happen – flags, 
c locks,  wastebaskets,  mugs, 
pennants, McFarlane figurines. 
What better way to Sport your 
Team than by wearing a Tee shirt 
and New Era Cap.

Last ing  Memor ies  Locker 
Room is an Authorized Dealer for 
Cobblestone Puzzles. They carry 
over 100 puzzles from 275 - 2000 
pieces.

Finally a shopping destination for both the Artist and 
Sports Fan. Let your creativity and imagination go to work.
www.lastingmemorieslockerroom.com  
Downtown Hanover • 519.364.0909  
(Please see ad on page 41)

AUGUST SKIES 
The magic of Christmas starts 

at August Skies, where you’ll 
find the perfect gifts. Everything 
from cozy blankets and winter 
scarves, to home and holiday 
décor, art, pottery and more!

Th ro u g h o u t  t h e  h o l i d ay 
season, we’re holding weekly 
specials. For details, visit us on 
Facebook.

Please make note that we 
will be reducing our hours of 
operation for the upcoming 
Winter months. January we’re open daily until the 12th, 
then closed until Feb. 5th. From then until the end of April, 
we’ll be open every Wed., Thurs. and Fri. from 12-6 p.m. and 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
661 Goderich St., Port Elgin • 519.389.3388
(Please see ad on page 15)

RR#1 Holland Centre, ON

519 794 0018

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:30pm

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN   POST & BEAM 

WHITE PINE FLOORING   T&G SIDING

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6" Squares

CALL FOR QUOTE

www.moggievalleytimber.com



Is the cold weather keeping you inside 
by the fire? What a great opportunity 
to refresh your walls and furniture with 
a new coat of paint or wallpaper.

WINTER BLUES THE
AWAYPAINT 

STORY JENNIFER SCHLEICH
PHOTOGRAPHY STEVE SMALL

WAYNE BORLAND & JIM DRIEDGER
The Paint & Woodcare Co. by Custom Soda Prep & Paint

Care for your stain: Exterior wood needs to be kept clean in order 
to reduce damage from mould and mildew. We recommend applying 
a siding cleaner, followed by pressure washing, and applying a 
maintenance coat of stain.

What’s new? One of the most exciting lines we offer is the Purity 
0-VOC stains and interior finishes from Sansin Corp., which provide a 
scratch resistant “gymnasium” finish to floors, trim and doors. 

Your two company names? The Paint & Woodcare Co. is the name of 
our retail store and Custom Soda Prep & Paint is the contracting side.

DANA APONTE & ANNE MORROW
Cuneo Interiors Carpet One Floor & Home

Wallpaper in the modern home: Use wallpaper to make focal walls, 
which provide a pop in a room and can solve problems with walls that 
are difficult to decorate. We’re also seeing the wall behind a fireplace or 
behind a bed papered. 

Patterns and styles: The modern abstract look, country styles that 
include plaids, florals, rustics and farm patterns, and the classic damask 
or stripe are popular.

How has wallpaper changed? The best thing that’s happened to 
improve wallpaper is the ease of removal from the wall. With the dry 
strippable alternative, it simply pulls away – so simple.

Continued on page 48

Fabulous selections, great hours, wonderful service.
Stop in and see the store that everyone’s talking about. 

Open seven days a week.

Carpets | Exclusive Giftware | Sculptures | Jewellery 
Chandeliers | Fine Furnishings | Artwork | Mirrors 

Millinery | Paperie | Whimsy | Parfumerie

770 Queen Street, Kincardine
(519) 396-GIFT (4438) • www.jadorn.ca

Breathtaking Beauty,  
European Elegance

We carry the entire line of Chalk Paint™ 
decorative paints by Annie Sloan.

Please visit www.anniesloanunfolded.com to find a retailer near you.

Jadorn_Sum14.indd   1 14-06-09   9:18 AM
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ROBERT MAYERHOFER
Robert Mayerhofer Ltd.

What services do you offer? We provide 
interior and exterior residential painting and 
decorating, including wallpaper hanging and 
wood finishing. We also specialize in faux 
finishes, stencilling and gilding.

Best tip: A well-crafted paint job is one of the 
best investments you can make in your home.

What’s your colour? My favourite colours 
are the calm, cool hues of blue and green.

CORINNE ROBERTSON-
BROWN
J’Adorn

What is Chalk Paint? Chalk Paint™ by Annie 
Sloan is a versatile paint for use on nearly any 
surface with minimal prep. Created in England 
in 1990, her 31 colours can be mixed into 
hundreds of pigments.

What’s new? A burgundy colour is now 
available and Annie’s new book “Annie Sloan’s 
Room Recipes for Style and Colour” is also 
now available at J’Adorn.

Chalk Paint Workshops: Our customers 
look to us for statement pieces that are 
unique, so we have always sought interesting 
patinas and finishes. We are thrilled our 
customers can now learn to create them 
through our workshops.

RUTH  & BRUCE 
MARTIN
Martin’s Home Hardware

How to pick the right paint: What are 
you painting? Our staff will ask customers 
the proper questions about their project to 
recommend the right products.

What’s new in colour? Greys and whites 
are still holding strong. These neutral colours 
allow people to add boldly coloured accents 
and accessories.

Do you have a designer in-house? Yes, we 
always have one or two colour consultants 
in the store.  OH

Your local source for Para paints and 
Sansin wood and floor stains

PLUS
TIMBER PRO penetrating stains

Rot-Fix epoxies
Wood strippers, cleaners and sealers

Smith & Co. Epoxies & sealers
System Three wood repair kits
Timber Tec log home chinking

Concrete primers & sealers
Duckback and Wood Plus stains

Full range of blast media

EQUIPMENT RENTALS
Serving both the Handyman and Professional

104 Shane St., Unit 2A, Springmount Industrial Park, Owen Sound
519-372-1221     www.paintwoodcare.com

We’re proud to offer the �nest heating, cooling 
and indoor air quality products, with prompt 

and professional customer service. 

(519) 372-0688 • OFFICE@KENPHILP.COM
128 JASON STREET, SPRINGMOUNT BUSINESS PARK, OWEN SOUND

HEATING • COOLING • PLUMBING • AIR QUALITY • WATER QUALITY

Call us today for our special discounts 
for new and existing customers.

PLUMBING • HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING • REFRIGERATION

GEOTHERMAL HEAT PUMPS 

48  |  ourhomes   W I N T E R  2 0 1 5

people



TThis chutney gets better and better over time. In 
fact, it is best when “aged” from four to six months. Whether you make 
it for the holidays for gifts or wait until the new year, this tangy grill-
buddy is perfect for summer barbecue season. Its spicy, rich marmalade 
flavour lends zest to grilled vegetables, fish and chicken. Don’t be put 
off by the overnight macerating of the rind, flesh and salt because it’s 
easy: all you do is peel and chop the lemons, combine with salt, cover 
and let sit overnight.

Because I like this chutney to have extra heat for grilled foods, I add 
either dried chipotle or hot red pepper flakes, but you can omit these 
if you wish. Use a small, heavy spice mortar and pestle – mine is cast 
iron – or a rolling pin to crush the seeds and a micro-grater to grate 
the fresh ginger.

LEMONSUN-FILLED

CHUTNEY
STORY AND PHOTOS PAT CROCKER

• Peel: Using a vegetable peeler, remove the zest from the 
lemons, being careful not to include the white pith. Finely 
chop the zest. Using a paring knife, cut away and discard the 
white pith from around the lemons. Coarsely chop the lemons, 
discarding the seeds. 

• Combine: In a non-reactive bowl, combine the zest, lemons 
and salt. Cover with a clean cloth and set aside in a cool 
place overnight. 

• Cook: In a Maslin pan or large saucepan, combine macerated 
lemon mixture, garlic, currants, apricots, lemon juice, vinegar, 

LEMON CHUTNEY
Makes 4 cups (1 L)

8 thick-skin  
lemons, scrubbed 

2 tbsp (25 mL) pickling  
or Kosher salt

4 large cloves garlic, minced

½ cup (125 mL)  
dried currants

½ cup (125 mL) 
chopped dried apricots

½ cup (125 mL) freshly 
squeezed lemon juice

½ cup (125 mL) cider vinegar

1 tbsp (15 mL) freshly 
grated gingerroot

1 dried cayenne 
pepper, crushed

1 tsp (5 mL)  
ground cardamom

1 tsp (5 mL) crushed coriander

½ tsp (2 mL) dried hot red 
pepper flakes, optional

2 cups (500 mL) +2 tbsp (25 
mL) packed brown sugar

ginger, cayenne, cardamom, coriander and hot pepper 
flakes. Bring to a light simmer over high heat. Reduce heat 
to medium and stir in the brown sugar. Stir constantly until 
the sugar is dissolved. 

• Simmer: Adjust the heat to keep the mixture at a regular 
simmer and cook, frequently stirring for 30 to 45 minutes, 
or until the mixture becomes thick and mounds on 
a wooden spoon.

• Jar: Meanwhile, place four, 1 cup (250 mL) Mason-type 
jars in a canning kettle. Cover with water and bring to a 
boil. Place 4 flat lids in a saucepan and pour boiling water 
over, set aside. 

• Fill: Skim and discard any foam on chutney. Fill hot jars one 
at a time, leaving a ¼ inch (0.5 cm) headspace. Wipe rims 
with a clean cloth, top jars with flat lids and screw on metal 
rings. Return jars to the hot water bath, topping up with hot 
water if necessary to bring the water one inch (2.5 cm) over 
the tops of the jars. Cover the canner, bring water to a full 
rolling boil and keep boiling for 10 minutes.

• Cool: Turn the heat off, remove canner lid and wait 5 
minutes before removing jars to a towel or rack to cool 
completely. Check seals, label and store in a cool place for 
up to one year.

• Use: Once it has “aged” for a month or more, serve Lemon 
Chutney right from the jar with baked whitefish (as shown), 
trout or salmon. You can also mix 1 cup (250 mL) with 3 
tbsp (45 mL) chopped capers for a flavourful and different 
tartar sauce. Mix with orange juice or an equal amount of 
yogurt and coat chicken before baking. Mix ¼ cup (50 mL) 
chutney with the same amount of soy sauce and use as a 
sauce for stir-fried foods. Serve as a condiment for cooked 
chicken, cold cuts of meat and with a cheese platter or over 
brie, cream cheese or goat cheese.  OH

Lemon Chutney.indd   2 2014-11-10   12:34 PM

www.greyhighlands.ca

FLESHERTON/MARKDALE 
HOME HARDWARE

HUTCHINSON
AUTOMOTIVE

774495 Hwy #10 Markdale
519.924.2022 

www.hutchauto.com

Markdale and Flesherton Home 
Hardware for all your paint, plumbing, 
electrical, hardware, household and 
outdoor needs.  
Markdale now 
carrying a wide 
selection of safety footwear with the 
best brands at great prices. Come in 
and check out our new product lines.  
As always, our friendly staff are here 
to help.

Markdale  Flesherton
519.986.3011 519.924.2430
markdalehomehardware.ca  fleshertonhomehardware.ca

The Municipality of 

Come in and check out our wide 
variety of certified pre-owned 
vehicles. We also offer many services 
as an OK Tire Dealer – Tires,  Repairs, 
Alignments, Brakes, Oil Changes – a 
full service repair shop. A dealer for 
a wide range of tire manufacturers. 
Trailer hitches and accessories for 
most vehicles, all at the right price.
Celebrating 27 years of service.CENTRE GREY  
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

(1975) LIMITED

74 Lorne St., Markdale, ON  N0C 1H0
(519) 986-2641 OR 1-800-461-7093

• Lumber
• Plywood
• Insulation
•  Plumbing  

& Electrical
• Panelling
• Roofing
• Handtools
• Paint
•  Windows  

& Doors

FREE DELIVERY • FREE ESTIMATES

Visit our Showroom:  
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 5pm  

Sat. 7:30am - 4pm  
Closed Sunday

HOMECARD 
ACCEPTED

Your one 
stop home 
building and 
improvement store. We carry 
lumber, insulation, plumbing, 
electrical, panelling, roofing, 
handtools, paint, windows and 
doors.  
Free delivery and estimates. 

CENTRE GREY  
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

(1975) LIMITED

74 Lorne St., Markdale, ON  N0C 1H0
(519) 986-2641 OR 1-800-461-7093

• Lumber
• Plywood
• Insulation
•  Plumbing  

& Electrical
• Panelling
• Roofing
• Handtools
• Paint
•  Windows  

& Doors

FREE DELIVERY • FREE ESTIMATES

Visit our Showroom:  
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 5pm  

Sat. 7:30am - 4pm  
Closed Sunday

HOMECARD 
ACCEPTED74 Lorne St., Markdale

519.986.2641
1.800.461.7093

CENTRE GREY 
BUILDING SUPPLIES

Everything you need in 1 stop
Groceries – Deli – Bakery

Healthier Food Choices For You!
Rotisserie Chicken & Wings

Homemade Take & Bake Meals
• The BEST GOURMET pizza
Every Order Custom Made!

• Caring staff • Quick lunches
• Sandwiches made to order

We hold ourselves to a higher standard. 
YOURS!

Open Daily 7:30 a.m.

Grey Road #13
Eugenia

519.924.3244       519.924.3185

TOP O’THE ROCK
THE MARKET 

SHOPPE

Bringing the feel of a farmers’ market 
to a store. Step up to the take-out 
lunch counter for delicious soups, 
sandwiches, and baked goodies, 
including homemade cookies. We 
also have premium quality meats and 
gluten-free products, local products, 
and fresh in-season produce. Check 
out our Facebook page for the daily 
soup, specials and new products! Now 
scooping Chapman’s™ Ice Cream!

7 Toronto Street 
Markdale

519.986.4144

Grey Highlands
The place forall seasons!

Local  Fresh FoodGluten Free

WRIGHT NET 
DESIGNS

We specialize in small business 
support as well as web sites and 
computer repairs.   

We carry new Dell computers, 
accessories, anti-virus software, 
printers, ink & toner, flash sticks, 
mice, keyboards, cables and 
more.

42 Main St .W., Markdale 
519.378.3692

www.wrightnetdesigns.ca

GreyHigh_W15.indd   1 14-11-24   3:00 PM
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ca
C E L E B R A T I N G  L I F E  A T  H O M E  

ANY DEVICE, ANY TIME, ANY PLACE. 
LOG ON TODAY AT 

HOME
TOURS

RECIPES
& DIYSIDEAS

STYLE

onlineGET MORE

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/greybruce

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

HOME DÉCOR/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES  
AUGUST SKIES HOME DECOR ETC Pg 15, 44

BAREBIRCH Pg 15

HOME ACCENTS EMPORIUM Pg 17

INSIDE IDEAS Pg 17

PELLOW PHARMASAVE Pg 17

THE FYRE PLACE & PATIO SHOP Pg 28

HOME IMPROVEMENT/ 
RENOVATIONS  
INSIDE OUT RENOVATIONS Pg 28

THE WATER AND WELLNESS CENTRE Pg 7

HOT TUBS/POOLS/SAUNAS  
THE WATER AND WELLNESS CENTRE Pg 7

INTERIOR DESIGN  
HEATHER SMILLIE DESIGNS INC. Pg 8

KITCHEN AND BATH  
BRUCE COUNTY CUSTOM CABINETS Pg 33

EXQUISITE WOOD DESIGN Pg 5

SOUTHGATE CABINETS Pg 39

SWAN BATH & KITCHEN CENTRE Pg 41

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN  
GROUND EFFECTS LANDSCAPES Pg 29

GROUND-UP CONTRACTING Pg 23

HACKSTONE LANDSCAPES Pg 23

HUTTEN & CO LANDSCAPING Pg 3

ROCKSOLID LANDSCAPES Pg 25

MOVING  
JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS Pg 45

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES  
GRANDVIEW HOMES – 
 MOUNTAINCROFT Pg 9

MACGREGOR ENTERPRISES –  
 INVERLYN LAKE ESTATES Pg 13

SUMMERSIDE – REID’S HERITAGE HOMES  
 Pg 43

APPLIANCES 
MACDONALDS BRANDSOURCE  
 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Pg 13

SQUARE DEAL NEIL’S TV & APPLIANCES Pg 39

ARCHITECTURAL STONE 
SHOULDICE DESIGNER STONE Pg 2

ART SUPPLIES 
LASTING MEMORIES Pg 41, 44

AUTOMOBILE SALES & SERVICE 
HUTCHINSON AUTOMOTIVE/OK TIRE Pg 51

BUILDERS 
CANDUE HOMES Pg 31

DENNISON HOMES Pg 33

INSIDE OUT RENOVATIONS Pg 28

KEN BURROWS AND SON Pg 23

STONEBOAT ARCHITECTURAL Pg 41

WIT CONSTRUCTION Pg 56

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES 
CENTRE GREY BUILDING SUPPLIES Pg 51

FLESHERTON/MARKDALE HOME  
 HARDWARE Pg 51

MARTIN’S HOME HARDWARE Pg 49

MOGGIE VALLEY TIMBER INC. Pg 45

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
FINE WOODWORKING  
BRUCE COUNTY CUSTOM CABINETS Pg 33

EXQUISITE WOOD DESIGN Pg 5

SOUTHGATE CABINETS Pg 39

THE WOODWORM Pg 45

TOPNOTCH FURNITURE Pg 40

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE & STONE  
DI PIETRA DESIGN Pg 31

THE OLD BARN Pg 11

DRYWALLING  
WALL-TECH DRYWALL Pg 44

ELECTRONICS, COMPUTER,  
INTERNET  
WRIGHT NET DESIGNS Pg 51

EXCAVATING/SITE PREP/SEPTIC 
GROUND-UP CONTRACTING Pg 23

MAC TAYLOR CORPORATION Pg 45

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/ 
MORTGAGES 
RBC WEALTH MANAGEMENT – 
 MICHELE MANNEROW Pg 29, 44

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ 
HEATING & COOLING 
AIR TECH MECHANICAL Pg 6

KEN PHILP PLUMBING & HEATING Pg 49

SANDY HAMILTON PLUMBING & HEATING  
 Pg 45

THE FYRE PLACE & PATIO SHOP Pg 6

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM  
CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 33

MOGGIE VALLEY TIMBER INC. Pg 45

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING  
THE MARKET SHOPPE Pg 51

TOP O’ THE ROCK Pg 51

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR  
COUNTRY CHARM Pg 8 

DJ’S FURNITURE Pg 17

J’ADORN Pg 47

MACDONALDS BRANDSOURCE  
 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Pg 13

SMITTY’S FINE FURNITURE Pg 55 

THE RUSTY STAR Pg 15

TOPNOTCH FURNITURE Pg 40 

GEOTHERMAL 
KEN PHILP PLUMBING & HEATING Pg 49

SANDY HAMILTON PLUMBING & HEATING  
 Pg 45

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email us at bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource  
Directory, call us to advertise at 519.986.2599.

STONE PRODUCTS 
LEDGEROCK Pg 4

WATER TREATMENT 
MCCANN WATER SYSTEMS Pg 45

WINDOW FASHIONS  
BUDGET BLINDS OF OWEN SOUND Pg 15

CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 33

INSIDE IDEAS Pg 17

PELLOW PHARMASAVE Pg 17

PAINTING & DECORATING  
CUNEO INTERIORS LTD. Pg 33

MARTIN’S HOME HARDWARE Pg 49

ROBERT MAYERHOFER PAINTER &  
 DECORATOR Pg 44

PAINTING, PRIMING, BLASTING 
& SANDING  
CUSTOM SODA PREP AND PAINT Pg 41

THE PAINT & WOODCARE CO. Pg 49

PLUMBING  
KEN PHILP PLUMBING & HEATING Pg 49

MCCANN WATER SYSTEMS Pg 45

SANDY HAMILTON PLUMBING & HEATING  
 Pg 45

PRE-FAB STRUCTURES  
STONEBOAT ARCHITECTURAL Pg 41

RESTORATION SPECIALISTS  
BLUEWATER PRO TEAM Pg 45

SPORTS MEMORABILIA 
LASTING MEMORIES Pg 41, 44
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LIGHTBULB
ORNAMENTS

STORY AND PHOTOS TARA CHATTELL  

DDon’t toss your burnt-out light bulbs 
– re-use them to create adorable 
decorations for the holidays. They 
make a unique, handmade gift. Fill 
them, wrap them or paint them!

 

FILL: When your bulbs are empty, fill them with anything you 

like. We’ve used crystals, pearls, lace, paper confetti and curled 

paper. To make the paper confetti, simply use a hole-punch and 

some pretty, decorative papers. For curled paper, cut the paper 

into thin strips and curl with scissors. You’ll need to wind your 

strips tightly around a pen or wood skewer to get them through 

the neck of the bulb.  

WRAP: Wrapping your bulbs is quite simple and they don’t have 

to be empty. We’ve chosen to wrap ours with twine and yarn. 

Start with a dab of hot glue at the base of the metal neck and 

attach one end of your twine or yarn. Continue wrapping and 

gluing until the entire bulb is covered.

PAINT: For the painted bulb you’ll need some multi-surface or 

glass paint in the colours of your choice. Once your bulb has 

been emptied, squeeze in some paint, cover the opening with 

your finger and shake the bulb until the paint has coated the 

entire inside. Hold the bulb upside-down over a paper towel and 

tap out any excess paint. Leave to dry over night.

To finish off your ornaments, attach a hanger. We’ve chosen wire 

and twine. You can also paint any exposed metal necks that have 

not been wrapped with twine. For your filled ornaments, you’ll 

need to close off the tops to prevent the filling from spilling out. 

Wrap the twine around the top, attaching with some 

hot glue as you go along.

Display your creations for all to enjoy this 

holiday season.  OH

online Visit our ourhomes.ca/mag/orns for a link to a great video tutorial 
that will guide you through the steps of emptying a light bulb. 

Finishing Touch_DIY Christmas Decorations 02.indd   2 2014-11-21   1:21 PM

extraordinary!Our interior decorators can transform the ordinary into

Your home is in

SHARE THE LOVE

our store!

HANOVER SHOWROOM  170 3rd Street | 519-364-3800    |    KITCHENER SHOWROOM 170 Gateway Park Dr. | 519-658-9313

Smitty's_W14.indd   1 14-11-21   10:09 AM
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