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FROM NATURALIZED 
LANDSCAPES TO 
CUTTING EDGE DOCKS
You love this area for its rugged landscape and 
breathtaking shoreline.  We love it too. 

That’s why we create outdoor landscapes in harmony with 
our area’s unique environment - connecting you back to 
natural wonder.  Our spaces bring renewal... a place to 
reconnect with people and places that matter most to you.  
So you can rest, recharge and re-connect.

ENRICHES LIVES.BECAUSE natural beauty
HUTTEN.CA



Live richly
As practical as it is luxurious, Cambria® combines exceptional craftsmanship, 
breathtaking beauty, and unmatched durability for life. Discover your new Cambria 
kitchen or bath at

12 Sarjeant Drive, Barrie  |  705-797-0114  |  Elegant-Solutions.caBy Appointment Only

Elegant-Solutions.ca

G o l d e n  D r a g o n ™

 

1235 Wellington St, Port Elgin 

519.389.2045
www.snyderdevelopment.com

Builders of Quality Custom Homes  
& Exceptional Communities

Snyder_SP19.indd   1 2019-02-20   2:42 PM



HANOVER  Cuneo’s Carpet One Floor & Home   
873 10th St | 519.364.1303 | cuneointeriorscarpetonehanover.com

SOUTHAMPTON  Martin’s Home Hardware   
236 High St | 519.797.3645 | martins.ca

WALKERTON  Cuneo Interiors   
207 Durham Rd E | 519.881.2170 | cuneointeriorscarpetonehanover.com

©2018 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Benjamin Moore, Paint like no other, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks of  Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Printed in the USA. 

AF-690

COLOUR OF 
THE YEAR 2019

METROPOLITAN

VISIT US TODAY: 
RETAILER NAME 

ADDRESS 1 
CITY, PROVINCE POSTAL CODE 

PHONE NUMBER 
WEBSITE 

LOGO 

©2018 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Benjamin Moore, Paint like no other, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks of  Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Printed in the USA. 

AF-690

COLOUR OF 
THE YEAR 2019

METROPOLITAN

VISIT US TODAY: 
RETAILER NAME 

ADDRESS 1 
CITY, PROVINCE POSTAL CODE 

PHONE NUMBER 
WEBSITE 

LOGO 

VISIT US TODAY: 

©2019 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Benjamin Moore, Paint like no other, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Printed in the USA.

BM_ColourOfTheYear2019.indd   2 2019-02-15   12:59 PM

When is a kitchen more than just a kitchen? 
For Hill Build the answer is “always”. Hands 
on from the first concept, through the design, 
material selections, the coordination of trades 
and with passionate attention to a myriad of 
finishing touches Hill Build never forgets that 
to our clients it’s never “just a kitchen”. 

When only the 
best will do.

YOUR HOME RENOVATION SPECIALIST SERVING PORT ELGIN & SOUTHAMPTON

www.HillBuild.com   (519) 832-3330
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NEW STORE LOCATION!

Custom interior/exterior 
 paint and stain colour

Colour samples 
& brush outs

Colour matching

Log home chinking  
& supplies

TNT
Dry Ice 
Services

What is Dry Ice Blasting?
DRY ICE BLASTING uses soft dry ice, accelerated 
at supersonic speeds, and creates mini-
explosions on the surface to lift the undesirable 
item off the underlying substrate, instead of 
using hard abrasive media to grind on a  
surface and ultimately damaging it.  
DRY ICE BLASTING is a food grade  
cleaning system and leaves no  
blast media residue.  
DRY ICE BLASTING is 
efficient, cost-effective 
and environmentally  
friendly.

519-378-3590
info@tntdryice.com

Online store 

paintwoodcare.com
ecostore@customsoda.ca

Preparation includes:
- hot and cold pressure washing
- all types of media blasting for 

interior/exterior finishing

Deck refinishing 
Brick cleaning and sealing

Removing efflorescence  
from brick and masonry

Grafitti removal

Wood & Log Home 
Maintenance & Repairs

Free Estimates

Free delivery on orders of $200 or more.
Shipping within Canada only.

 
841 

10th Street West
Owen Sound

 Call for Free Estimates 

519-372-1221 
Contracting locations in  

Owen Sound and Durham.

Custome Soda_W18.indd   1 2018-11-02   12:53 PM

interiors

Visit us at our showroom!  |  1211 MacKenzie Rd. in Port Elgin  |  Open Mon. – Fri., 9am – 5pm

DESIGN     BUILD     LOVE

519.483.1188
brucecountycustomcabinets.ca

519.832.7040
kaitlynshular.com

519.483.1199
dennisonhomes.ca

BruceCounty_SP19.indd   1 2019-01-23   2:27 PM



There’s no better way to 
protect wood.

Only Beauti-Tone’s Wood•Shield Best 
stains are made in Canada and specially 
formulated to withstand the extremes of 
our unique climate. Easy to apply, 
Wood•Shield Best stains have excellent 
adhesion and penetration, rejuvenating 
wood surfaces for long-lasting durability 
and protection – perfect for decks, siding, 
and more. Plus, they’re available in all the 
right colours.

Available exclusively at Home Hardware and Building Centre locations. 
beauti-tone.ca
Available exclusively at Home Hardware and Building Centre locations. 

stain_beautitone.indd   1 2019-02-07   3:38 PM

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM IN OWEN SOUND AND MISSISSAUGA

CCHARM.COM      1-877-570-0933

Bring the natural beauty 
OF THE GREAT OUTDOORS  

INTO YOUR HOME.
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I AM VERY EXCITED to be working as the new Managing Editor in 
the Grey and Bruce counties edition of OUR HOMES. 

New people to meet, new houses to see, new businesses to discover 
and a little time to stimulate my senses with new artists in this area. 

I love art, and every time we visit a home to feature in this magazine, 
you and I get a chance to see how art can add colour, texture, interest 
and complete a room. 

The thrill of finding a new creation keeps me looking carefully for 
galleries, studios and shops that promote and support local talent. 
I’m always asking our homeowners about their art and where they 
found a painting. 

So, as I was driving through Durham, on my way to see Don 
Tremble of Candue Homes, featured in our People section with eight 
other builders and decorators, I saw the Durham Art Gallery. A quick 
stop was in order and I was delighted to experience Jennifer Clark’s 
installation. In our Style Picks, the artist Yükselle showcases a painting 
that reminds me of the wonderful warm days that are ahead for all of us. 
I will be visiting her gallery to further explore other paintings.

As you read this issue and drive around Grey and Bruce counties, 
keep your eyes open to discover the great local businesses and studios 
out there, you might find a picture that speaks to you, brings you joy 
and adds that special something to a space in your home.

Sara Martin, Managing Editor
sara.martin@ourhomes.ca

Follow us       
Subscriptions subscribe@ourhomes.ca

Get more at ourhomes.caonline

T

Tartlove

 684063 Sideroad 30, Holland Centre, ON

519 794 0018

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:30pm

CALL FOR QUOTE

moggievalley@gmail.com

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6" Squares

ALL DECKING MATERIALS
BOARD & BATTEN   POST & BEAM 

WHITE PINE FLOORING   T&G SIDING

BUYER OF STANDING TIMBER

BUY DIRECT FROM THE SAWMILL!

Custom Home Builder
Excavating | Foundations

Septic Installations | Insulated Concrete Forms Specialist

519-377-7217 | 519-377-7331
www.HighR.ca

The most energy efficient  
homes on the market.
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ON THE COVER
A family’s modular build on 
Lake Huron. Story, page 100. 
Photography by Sandy MacKay.
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Interior Designer Dolores Pian shares her ideas.

PAMPER

Pets provide us with unconditional love, soothe us when we’re upset 
and deliver many entertaining moments. While there are a variety 
of pets such as fish, birds and hamsters – a majority of Canadian 
households own a cat or a dog. Pet parents call them “fur babies.” 

Because an animal’s home is as important as a bed, lamp or a chair 
– many serious designers have channeled their skills 
and sense of fun into these small-scale structures. 
This world of haute architecture for pets is detailed 
in a fun book titled Pet-Tecture: Design For Pets by Tom 
Wainwright. It’s full of inspiration and fanciful 
features you can integrate into your home.

Because your home is their home, here are some 
elements to keep in mind when customizing your 
space for pet space.

Give Them Shelter 
Pets need a space to call their 
own so that they can lounge 
and decompress, especially in 
active households with children. 
Kitchens, laundry rooms, closets 
or under stairs are ideal spaces 
for this function. Consider 
using miniature versions of your 
cabinetry and house doors to 
match your decor.

Sounds, Scents & Territory 
Animals rely on sounds and smells more than humans do. Open 
windows allow them to hear and smell what’s lurking in their 
surroundings. Window seats and high shelves are ideal spots to 
keep tabs on their territory. Remember to use a screen or a pet 
gate to prevent escapes.

Furniture & Fabrics 
These soft cushy elements face the greatest challenges around 
the house. 

•	 Leather, vinyl and Sunbrella are perfect choices. Look for an 
abrasion rating of 100,000 double rubs or more to minimize wear 
and tear on upholstery.

•	 Patterns or chunky woven fabrics help make pet hair less 
noticeable.

•	 Slipcovers are well worth the extra cost, just so that you can throw 
them in the washing machine when required.

•	 Indoor-outdoor rugs at doorways help with muddy paws. 

•	 Minivacuums are ideal for quick clean ups.

•	 Fabric seal your precious rugs for those pet accidents.

•	 Sofas and furniture raised off the ground on metal legs or frames 
are less tempting for scratching and easier for clean-up.

•	 Scratching posts keep cats from scratching furniture. Yes, there 
are good looking designer scratching posts available that look 
like sculptures. 

Bath Time
Bathrooms, mudrooms and laundry 
rooms are the obvious choices for this 
wet and wild function. 

•	 Build a shower with seats and steps to 
elevate the bathing area so that you can 
be kind to your back.

•	 Use a flexible shower head for a quick 
hose down or a full-on bath.

•	 Make sure that the drain has a hair 
catching system.

•	 Bathtubs For Pets has a readily designed solution. Their 
stainless-steel units provide the enclosed space and the water 
features required. The elevating platform can be adjusted to 
accommodate the size of your dog or cat, minimizing backaches, 
slipping and sliding. It even has a pet dryer and brushing table. 

Pet Central
•	 Dedicate an area with all the clothing, toys and treats that your 

fur baby requires.

•	 Customize a bulk food station into cabinetry to contain the mess 
along with a special platform to prevent their food bowls from 
tipping over. 

•	 Locate leashes on decorative hooks at the back door. 

Keep an Eye on Your Pet 
Keeping an eye on your pet has never been 
easier with the help of WiFi and remote wireless 
pet monitoring systems such as Petcube. It also 
dispenses pet treats and lets you know what 
really happened while you were away.

Enjoy your pet and your home – because pets 
keep us human.  OH

PETS
PHAIDON: Pet House Series, Natural Slow PHAIDON: Curvynest Cat Tree, Catswall 

Design

PHAIDON: Suite, Chiavari for FORMA Italia. 
Photo: Joe Kesrouani

BATHTUBS FOR PETS: 
Midi-Tub 3000

PETCUBE: Petcube Bites

Advice_Pampered_Pets.indd   Gutter 2019-02-26   9:39 AM

519.924.0025
valleyhomeimprovements.ca

Valley Home Improvements offers reliable, quality workmanship  
for any budget. After years of experience, from building decks  

to building homes, we’ve acquired the knowledge and skills  
to tackle any home renovation. Big or small.

Planning to renovate? Feeling overwhelmed? 
Give us a call.  

We’ll be happy to sit down with you and discuss your options.

Residential Construction  •  Project Management
Kitchen & Bathrooms  •  Additions & Garages
Siding, Soffit & Fascia  •  Renovations & More

All the expertise 
you need,

under one roof.

brucetelecom.com

(519) 368-2000 • 1-866-517-2000

Connecting you to  
your favourite people

INTERNET • DIGITAL TV • HOME PHONE • MOBILE

BRU_Ad_OurHomes_SB_.indd   1 2019-02-07   2:27 PM

519.270.6156 | racicotconstruction.ca

RESIDENTIAL • AGRICULTURAL
CONSTRUCTION & RENOVATION

Together We Can 
Build a Sustainable 

Future

See warranty cert i cate for d
eta

ils
. 

PLUMBING, HEATING, A/C, GEOTHERMAL & WATER TREATMENT
Collingwood • Markdale • Owen Sound • Durham 

519-371-5815 • 519-986-3307 • 800-661-5796 • 519-369-1011
northern@sandyhamilton.ca

You can count on Heil® heating  
and cooling systems for 
quiet, energy-efficient  
and reliable performance, backed  
by outstanding warranties. 

Home comfort  
you can 
depend on.
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2 	 DÉCOR DESIGN

Fabrics
You might want to keep your 
curtains closed as the view of any 
of these Robert Allen fabrics might 
be nicer than what’s outside. 

299 8th St. E., Owen Sound 
519.370.0770 | decordesign.ca

4 	 MAXWELL GARDEN CENTER

Glider Bench
After working in the garden, relax 
on this glider bench with a cold 
lemonade and watch the flowers 
grow as you gently rock back 
and forth.

453897 Grey Rd. 2, Maxwell  
519.922.1479 | maxwellgardencenter.com

PHOTOGRAPHY SARAH TACOMA

5 	 TOPNOTCH FURNITURE

Side Table
This table is the perfect 
complement to your favourite 
reading chair. The hand-rubbed 
oil finish on the walnut top and 
the sturdiness of the hand-
forged metal base will keep your 
coffee safe.

89446 Fordwich Line, Gorrie 
519.335.3213 | topnotchfurniture.com

3 	 HOUSE RULES DESIGN SHOP

Throw Cushions
The billowy lilac pattern evokes 
warm, sunny spring days with a 
gentle breeze. Made in Canada 
and down filled, these pillows are 
part of a larger selection. 

341152 Grey Rd. 28, Hanover 
226.434.1234 | houserulesdesign.com

1 	 HOME DECOR & MORE  
	 BY RHONDA KIRK

Pendant Lamp
Totally on-trend, picture this pendant 
light in a hallway or over a dining 
table. It’s one of many fixtures arriving 
weekly at this store stocked with 
discounted freight from a leading 
home furnishings company. 

1000 10th St. W., Owen Sound | 519.377.8556 
homedecorandmorebyrhondakirk.com

Open the windows and doors and 
let these beautiful selections blow 
some colour into your home.

6 	 CUNEO’S CARPET ONE 		
	 FLOOR & HOME

Wall Mural
Change that blank wall into 
something spectacular. This wall 
mural from Komar is called Flora. 
You’ll never grow bored of its 
beauty or colours.

873 10th St., Hanover | 519.364.1303 
cuneointeriorscarpetonehanover.com
Continued on page 22
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7 	 YÜKSELLE FINE ART

Painting
Titled A Little Temple for Kayaks this 
original acrylic canvas by Yükselle 
Hassan is inspired by nature and the 
Canadian landscape. Its colour and 
subject will bring to mind spring, even 
in the dead of winter. By appointment 
or chance.

123-383 McNabb St., Southhampton 
519.797.5124 | yukselleart.com

8  	 WESTSIDE NURSERIES & 			 
	 GREENHOUSES LTD.

Planters
Now is the time to think about flowers 
for your summer containers. Pick from 
a huge selection of annuals and get 
creative with your plantings. Or pick up 
a ready-to-go basket of flowers you can 
instantly enjoy. 

202353 Hwy. 6, Owen Sound 
519.376.6521 | westsidenurseries.ca

9  	 GREY BRUCE PAINT & DÉCOR

Wicker Chair
Make this Sputnik accent chair a nice 
addition – and a new favourite – to your 
front porch. Add some colour with a 
decorative cushion. 

1580 20th St. E., Owen Sound 
519.371.4207 | greybrucepaint.com  OH

7

9

8

Fine Art by

yükselle

Landscape artist, inspired by Great Lakes and surrounding area

Studio visits by appointment
Commissions are accepted

yukselleart.com
yukselleh@gmail.com

art by yukselle trial:Layout 1  2019-01-15  11:19  Page 1

Welcome To Your
Custom Hidden Guest Room

THE 
WOODWORM

317542 Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound    519-376-6323  |  416-525-7814
www.thewoodworm.com

Audio Visual Systems  |  Storage Units
Home Office Workstations  |  Murphy Beds
Kitchen Renos  |  Stone/Tile Backsplashes

Mantels  |  Cabinets  |  Wall Units

Home Decor & More 
20 Balsam St., Collingwood -  519.447.0053 

1000 10th St. W., Owen Sound - 519.447.0052 
29 Young St., Alliston - 416.936.2263

Inventory & selection changes frequently.

...just what you need.

Visit us often!

shutters | draperies | wood blinds | cellular shades
woven woods | roman shades | window film...and more

Measuring & Installation Free In-Home Consultation
519-793-3921 www.budgetblinds.com

Warm up your décor for Fall.

We bring custom window coverings to you!

Expert fit!
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RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

Drinking shrubs, or drinking vinegars, have been 
around for centuries. We revamp this classic with 
the addition of hibiscus leaves and honey for a more 
dynamic flavour. This sweet and tart syrup can be 
mixed with water or into your new favourite cocktail. 

INGREDIENTS 
Makes approximately 8 ounces 
of shrub

3 cups strawberries, cored 
and sliced  

½ cup dried hibiscus leaves  

1 cup raw honey, honey or 
white sugar  

¼ to ½ cup apple 
cider vinegar  

DIRECTIONS 

In a jar, muddle strawberries, hibiscus 
and honey or sugar. Cover and place in 
the refrigerator for two or three days, 
shaking daily. Remove from refrigerator 
and, using a fine mesh strainer, press 
the juices out of the solids into a 
sterilized jar. 

Add ¼ cup of vinegar, adding more to 
preferred taste. Store in refrigerator for 
five to seven days. 

To serve, in an eight-ounce glass over 
ice, mix two ounces of syrup with either 
water, soda or in a cocktail.  OH

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

Hibiscus Shrub

GoodTaste_Shrub.indd   1 2019-02-08   3:43 PM

Your Premier Custom Home Builder in Grey Bruce
Robert Abbott, Owner

5 Wellington St. East, Creemore, ON   |   705.446.4831   |   greatlakescustomhomes.ca

Great Lakes Custom Homes & Renovations

We build excitement!

Great Lakes_GreyBruce_W17.indd   1 2017-11-27   2:07 PM

Jennifer Johnson
Certified Aging In Place Specialist

 519-924-3982

Aging In Place is the ability to remain in your  
home comfortably, safely and independently  

regardless of age or ability level.

There are people of all ages requiring changes to their space to ensure 
they can continue to age in place. We can help you ensure the right 

changes are made, at the right time. Our goal is to support you in 
navigating this change in comfort.

With over two decades of experience in the construction industry, we 
offer our clients two areas of expertise: comprehensive assessment 
and project management. During your assessment, all areas of your 
home will be carefully reviewed to identify any concerns. Our project 

management team will provide design solutions and manage your 
home’s modifications, keeping you updated throughout the process.

We would be happy to help you continue to age in place.  
Call our team today. 

aginginplaceontario.ca

AgingInPlace_Sum18.indd   1 2018-05-28   2:21 PM
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PROJECT DAWN MCCONNELL
PHOTOGRAPHY  TARA CHATTELL 
ILLUSTRATION  SHEILA BRITTON

This fun, simple arrangement will 
greet spring at your front door.

UMBRELLA
WREATH 

Spring

MATERIALS 

Long, tall umbrella 
with hook handle

Fresh-cut flowers with 
long stems (we used 
mums and greens)

Floral water tubes 

Coordinated ribbon

Fishing line or 
wreath hook

Put the flower stems in 
water-filled tubes. 1
Hold closed umbrella around 
the middle, handle up. 2
Insert flower stems down 
into the umbrella. Arrange 
flowers to your liking.

3
Wrap ribbon around the 
middle of the umbrella to 
secure the arrangement. 
Tie a bow. 

4

Hang on your door inside or 
out with a wreath hook or 
fishing line.  OH

5

HOW-TO:

OH_SPRING_2018_Crafty Ideas_umbrella wreath.indd   1.5 page 2019-01-22   10:29 AM

blendedinteriors@gmail.com  •  519 270 6799
   blendedinteriors.houzz       @blendedinteriors       Blended Interiors

Find your Eden

Destination garden centre featuring unique & uncommon plant material
Extensive display gardens  |  Four-season garden design

302441 Conc. 2 SDR,  |  519.369.1659
     facebook.com/beinspiredinwestgrey 
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MMake your bath luxurious 
with these do-it-yourself 
blends for your bathtub. 
Soak in the benefits 
of herbs and salts. 
Packaged beautifully in 
a no-mess pouch, simply 
drop in your bath, relax 
and enjoy. Try one of our 
recipes, or create your 
own with your favourite 
herbs. They make great 
gifts too!

PROJECT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
TARA CHATTELL

Mixing bowl

Large spoon

Measuring cups and spoons

Large bags for tea (either reusable muslin 
or disposable paper tea bags will work, 
we’ve chosen 4-by-6-inch muslin bags)

Tags (for gifts) 

TOOLS

Directions  

1For each recipe, mix the ingredients in a large 
bowl and divide evenly to fill 5 tea bags. 

2Once filled, close each bag tightly, knot the strings 
and tie on a pretty tag. Store in a cool, dry place. 

3When it’s time for a bath, toss in a tea bag while 
you fill the tub with water. Let tea steep for 10-15 
minutes (or desired strength) before removing the  

        bag. Happy soaking… OH

INGREDIENTS
Makes five bags each.

rose coconut milk  
tub tea
2 cups Epsom salt

1 cup Himalayan pink salt

1 cup coconut milk powder

1 cup dried rose petals and buds

lavender oatmeal  
tub tea
2 cups Epsom salt

1 cup coarse Dead Sea salt

1 cup powdered milk

1 cup oats (ground in a food 
processor or blender)

½ cup dried lavender

eucalyptus thyme 
peppermint tub tea
2 cups Epsom salt

1 cup coarse Dead Sea salt

½ cup baking soda

2 Tbsp dried eucalyptus leaf

2 Tbsp dried peppermint

1 Tbsp dried thyme

tub teas
DO-IT-YOURSELF

Add a colourful tag to make lovely gifts 
for friends (or just for yourself!) 

Visit ourhomes.ca/mag/tubteas to download 
printable tags in PDF format.online

Tub_Teas.indd   DPS 2018-09-07   12:50 PM
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1. Hexagon Tile
The trendy hexagon shape has worked 
its way into the modern bath where it's 

splashing everything from walls to 
backsplashes to floors. This 
shower enclosure features 

micro hexagon tiles in three 
colours and, underfoot, a 
larger hexagon tile in a slate 
colour and finish, offering 
a great visual variety while 

maximizing this popular 
trend. Companies like 
ErthCoverings offer both 
small and large hex tiles in 
a marble stone finish called 
White Wolf Hex.

2. Open Vanity Shelving
Move over, big bulky vanities! Open vanity 
shelving has a fresh, lightweight look and 
feel that instantly opens up a bathroom – 
both visually and literally. This trend will be 
a particularly welcome addition to small 
spaces like condos. Victoria + Albert's 
Candella washstand, topped with a Lario 100 
Solo basin is elegance personified, featuring 
sleek, polished chrome legs, a barely-there 
towel rail and a storage shelf beneath. 
Stocked or empty, open shelving is definitely 
one trend to watch for this year.

TRENDSPOTTING While 
white is still the colour
palette of choice in 2019, 
texture will play an
important role.

a splashMAKE

TIP While your instinct may 
be to enclose your vanity's base 
for the sake of storage (as they 
say, "out of sight, out of mind," 
right?), consider open shelving 
and cull the clutter. This chic look 
is definitely worth that effort.

STORY SARA BEDERMAN

Luxury and art are dominant décor motifs for 2019. As bathrooms continue to be 
a big interior interest, people are seeking to inject high-end touches here and 
artful accents there. Here are six trending elements to keep an eye out for in the 
coming year and beyond.

PH
O

TO
: S

TE
PH

A
N

I B
U

C
H

M
A

N

ERTHCOVERINGS: Hex Tile VICTORIA + ALBERT: Metallo 100 Washstand

VICTORIA + ALBERT: Barcelona 2 
Freestanding Tub in Matte Black

Design Ideas_2019 Bathroom Trends.indd   1 2019-02-19   10:01 AM

Continued on page 32

Fine Quality
Norwegian

Craftmanship

We are your ‘Fireplace Centre’

Located at Highway 6 & 21, Springmount (Near Owen Sound)
519.371.2963   |  www.thefyreplace.com

Since 1973

CENTRE GREY  
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

(1975) LIMITED

74 Lorne St., Markdale, ON  N0C 1H0
(519) 986-2641 OR 1-800-461-7093

• Lumber
• Plywood
• Insulation
•  Plumbing  

& Electrical
• Panelling
• Roofing
• Handtools
• Paint
•  Windows  

& Doors

FREE DELIVERY • FREE ESTIMATES

Visit our Showroom:  
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 5pm  

Sat. 7:30am - 4pm  
Closed Sunday

HOMECARD 
ACCEPTED

Your one 
stop home 
building and 
improvement store. We carry 
lumber, insulation, plumbing, 
electrical, roofing, handtools, 
windows, doors, paint, cabinets, 
and countertops. 
Free delivery and estimates.

74 Lorne St., Markdale
519.986.2641

1.800.461.7093

CENTRE GREY 
BUILDING SUPPLIES

Everything you need in 1 stop
Grocery-Deli-Bakery and More

WEDNESDAY NITE WING NITE
$7.99/lb & $15.00/2 lbs

The BEST GOURMET pizza!
Every Order Custom Made!

QUICK & EASY
 Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

Many “Meals-to-Go” to choose from
We hold ourselves to a higher standard. 

YOURS!
Open Daily 7:30 a.m.

Grey Road #13
Eugenia

519.924.3244       519.924.3185

TOP O’THE ROCK

Grey Highlands

CENTRE GREY  
BUILDING SUPPLIES 

(1975) LIMITED

74 Lorne St., Markdale, ON  N0C 1H0
(519) 986-2641 OR 1-800-461-7093

• Lumber
• Plywood
• Insulation
•  Plumbing  

& Electrical
• Panelling
• Roofing
• Handtools
• Paint
•  Windows  

& Doors

FREE DELIVERY • FREE ESTIMATES

Visit our Showroom:  
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am - 5pm  

Sat. 7:30am - 4pm  
Closed Sunday

HOMECARD 
ACCEPTED

FLESHERTON/MARKDALE 
HOME HARDWARE

Markdale and Flesherton  
Home Hardware for all your paint, 

plumbing, electrical, hardware, 
household and outdoor needs.   
Markdale now carrying a wide 

selection of safety footwear with the 
best brands at great prices.  
Come in and check out our  

new product lines.   
As always, our friendly staff  

are here to help.

Markdale  Flesherton
519.986.3011 519.924.2430
markdalehomehardware.ca  fleshertonhomehardware.ca

Flesherton & 
Markdale
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3. Bold fixtures 

Expect to see a departure from white 
bathroom fixtures. Bold colour will make 
an appearance in bathrooms, ranging from 
modern and edgy to classic with a mildly 
contemporary twist. British brand Victoria 
+ Albert is dominating this trend with its 
Barcelona 2 bath collection. A sure-fire 
showpiece, this freestanding tub is sleek and 
streamlined – perfect for a compact space, 
but certainly not short on drama. Black, 
grey, blue and custom colour choices are 
splashing onto tubs and sinks in 2019.

4. Mixed Metals 
The eclectic look of mixed metals will 
continue to be a strong style trend in 2019, 
as we've already seen in other areas of 
the home. Bathroom faucets, fixtures and 
hardware will venture beyond pretty-but-
predictable polished chrome to matte, 
brushed and aged metals, offering more 
depth of character. Bronze, copper, rose 
gold and gold will continue to be in demand 
this year, for their warm and overall "extra" 
aesthetic. 

5. Textural Elements
Where white does make an appearance, 
you can bet that it won't be the plain-
Jane variety. With minimalism gone by 
the wayside, texture will play an essential 
role in spicing up the ever-popular white 
palette. Sculptural, three-dimensional wall 
cladding is primed to become the next 
modern bathroom fixture, featuring an 
artful interplay of shadow and light for an 
ever-changing alternative to basic white. The 
Atlas Concorde 3D Diamond White Matt 80 
textured tile is anything but basic.

6. Marble Lookalikes
Porcelain marble lookalikes deliver that 
coveted look of luxury for less, and will 
continue to be a strong trend in 2019. 
MaxFine is touted as the only product 
available in oversize slabs at a reduced 
thickness of just six millimetres, with a 
gleaming surface that looks like natural 
polished stone. Your bathroom will love 
you for it.

The bathroom is where you start every day. 
It's where you primp and pamper, ponder 
life, prepare to take on the world. This year, 
isn't it only fitting that this space lives up to 
your high standards, too?  OH

COLOUR will make an
appearance in bathroom fixtures,
lending drama to the room.

MARBLE LOOKALIKES are a trend
in 2019. Look for oversize porcelain slabs that
mimic the look of natural stone, but cost less.

VICTORIA + ALBERT: Vetralla 2 Tub in 
Gloss Black and Lavello 114 Volo Vanity

ATLAS CONCORDE: 3D Diamond 
White Matt 80 Wall Tile

VICTORIA + ALBERT: Staffordshire Bath 
Faucet in Unlacquered Brass

MAXFINE: Marmi Tile in Calacatta

Design Ideas_2019 Bathroom Trends.indd   2 2019-02-19   10:02 AM

1266 16th Street East, 
Owen Sound, ON

1-800-848-8983
vandolderskb.com

Modern country meets  
contemporary design.

Solar will insulate you from electricity rate 

increases for 30-40 years! And yes, the less power 

you buy, the lower your delivery fees are. 

www.blacklinepower.com
519.371.8945

Contact Blackline Power to evaluate your solar 
options. We are the local experts and have 

installed hundreds of solar systems since 2010. 
Invest in the sun and reduce your carbon footprint 

at your home, cottage, farm or business! 

IN THE SUN!

Take control of your electricity bill.

ROOF & GROUND GRID-CONNECTED SYSTEMS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL & AGRICULTURAL

HIGHLY TRAINED & SOLAR CERTIFIED & INSURED

INVEST

PV Installation
Professional
Rob Black

Cert # 042013-13
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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY MELANIE REKOLA 

Pollinator-friendly gardens are on the 
rise. Pollinators, especially bees, are 
responsible for the propagation of 
approximately one-third of our food 
supply. Follow these guidelines to 
make your garden pollinator-friendly.

Basic Needs
Pollinators have a few basic habitat needs: a diversity of flowering 
native or naturalized plants, egg-laying or nesting sites, a water 
source and perhaps a spot to overwinter. Interestingly, I find what 
works for pollinators is also what I naturally prefer in garden spaces.

The Food
The sheer diversity of our native bees, butterflies, moths and other 
insects is astonishing and their specialization to feed on certain 
flower types is equally awe-inspiring. Some insects only pollinate 
one particular species. Others are far broader in their feeding habits, 
feasting on nectar from an array of flower types. Ideal pollinator 
habitats grow various species that bloom in diverse sizes/shapes and 

1.

2.

POLLINATORS
plants for

Plants For Pollinators.indd   1 2019-01-25   5:03 PM

Continued on page 36

702904 Sideroad 5 (corner with HWY 6)

Williamsford, ON

mpyfferoen@sympatico.ca
519 794 3933

www.sgate.ca

MICHEAL’S STABLING DEVELOPMENTS

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS

MSD_SP19_HalfPg.indd   1 2019-02-11   4:45 PM

 453897 Grey Rd.2, R.R.#1 Maxwell, ON  |  519.922.1479  |  844.564.0224

Visit our online store for more details and pricing. www.maxwellgardencenter.com
Delivered & assembled on site.

Affordable luxury meets wellness.
Come in to view our Red Cedar Outdoor Saunas. So many health benefits!

Available in a variety of sizes, options and shapes.

Maxwell_SP19.indd   1 2019-02-11   4:41 PM
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flower in a succession from early spring to 
late fall. These should also include trees and 
shrubs in various heights. 

Egg Laying & Nesting
Certain insects require certain plants for 
propagation. Probably the most famous 
insect-plant relationship is that of the 
monarch butterfly and the milkweed. 
Monarch butterfly larva can only survive and 
thrive on the milkweed plant. Do I really 
need to mention that we should all allow 
milkweed into our gardens? Many native 
bee species nest in small holes in the ground 
and though I am a strong advocate of mulch, 
it is necessary to leave an area of bare soil 
exposed for this purpose. 

 
Water Source
Butterflies and other insects require places 
to “puddle” where they drink water from 
damp puddles to attain the minerals they 
require. Puddles are easy to make. Simply 
bury a shallow plate or bowl in the ground 
so the lip is even with the surface of the 
soil. Fill the container with sand or soil and 
arrange a few rocks on top for landing spots. 
Add water as needed to keep the sand 
consistently wet. Bees require a slightly 
different setup that’s actually very similar to 

TIP 
Flowers with multiple petal layers are 
often called “doubles” and though 
doubles are pretty, they should be 
minimized as most insects can’t 
access the nectar within. Plus, many 
double flowers or hybrid plants don’t 
produce any nectar at all. 

what most birds need. A shallow, wide bowl 
with some large and small rocks and just an 
inch or two of water is all that’s needed. Top 
up water daily. 

Overwintering
Many native bee species and other 
beneficial insects overwinter in the hollow 
stems of plants. Therefore, don’t cut 
back herbaceous plants in fall. By leaving 
perennials to stand you’ll also provide 
shelter and food to a host of birds and other 
small wildlife. Another option is to create 
or purchase a bee habitat to offer them an 
extra helping hand. 

Melanie’s Pollinator Plant Picks
Even adding just a few gorgeous species 
from this mix of native and non-native (but 
high nectar/pollen) plants to your garden 
space can make all the difference to these 
small but special creatures.  

Trees and shrubs: Apple, pear, willow, 
redbud, maple, sumac, serviceberry, 
elderberry, honey locust, oak, horse 
chestnut, mahonia, basswood, dogwood, 
blueberry, raspberry and currant.

Perennials: Aster, allium, bee balm, blanket 
flower, pasque flower, baptisia, salvia, 
Russian sage, nepeta, snow drop, tulip, 
liatris, goldenrod, shasta daisy, coneflower, 
black-eyed Susan, coreopsis, oregano, mint, 
dill, parsley, columbine, milkweed, butterfly 
weed, hyssop, Joe-pye weed. 

As natural pollinator habitats diminish and 
the effects of pesticide exposure take their 
toll on many species, residential gardens 
hold the key to positively impacting the 
lives of these important insects. Even the 
bumblebee has now been added to the 
ever-growing list of endangered species 
and the time to act is now. Pollinator 
gardens can help fill this void by providing 
food, water and nesting and overwintering 
habitats for a broad diversity of pollinating 
insects and other wildlife such as birds and 
small animals. These gardens can also serve 
as windbreaks, help stabilize the soil and 
improve local water quality. Plus, attracting 
pollinators to your yard will help your garden 
to produce more blooms and more food if 
you happen to have a veggie garden. As 
always, when you choose Mother Nature as 
your ally it’s a win-win-win situation.  OH

3.

FLOWER SPECIES: 1. Allium  2. Goldenrod  3. Purple 
Coneflower  4. Silverlace Vine  5. Russian Sage  
6. Oregano  7. White Japanese Anemone  8. Milk 
Weed  9. Black-Eyed Susan.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Plants For Pollinators.indd   2 2019-01-25   5:03 PM

Peninsula
Garden Centre & Complete Landscaping Services

14 Budvet Rd, Lions Head  |  519.793.3979  |  penoutofdoors.com

www.southgatecabinets.com  1-866-929-9933 

Custom kitchens, 
cabinets & millwork

Individually designed 
to meet your needs

Quality design,  
manufacturing 

& installation

827470 Grey Road 40
The Blue Mountains

Follow us on our Facebook 
page for more details.
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classical Roman 
mythology, the 

term genius loci refers to 
the protective spirit of a 
place. In religious context, 
the genius loci was often 
depicted as a figure holding 
a bowl, or a snake. In 
contemporary design circles, 
the concept refers to a 
distinct atmosphere created, 
or felt, within a space. This 
home captures that spirit 
of place – born of a simple 
feeling wherein the genius 
loci shines through. 

IN

GENIUS LOCI 
HighlandsOF 

THE

STORY NELSON PHILLIPS  |  INTERIOR PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY |  EXTERIOR PHOTOGRAPHY BEN FRISCH

Grey leather seating surrounds the steel-clad linear fireplace sourced at Chantico
Fireplace Gallery. Benjamin Moore’s Stonington Gray is used on the walls and trim
on the main floor. Gold accents are found in the area rug, toss cushions and
other décor items. The french doors flanking the fireplace lead to the pool deck. 

From the breezeway, the reclaimed hemlock floors 
flow into the great room. Full glass doors, with 
horizontal mullions, flood the area with light and 
give access to the front and rear of the home.

Continued on page 40
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The main living space is stunning and 
open, encompassing the living room, dining 
room and kitchen. Cabinetry throughout the 
home was designed by Vivi Tree Design 
Millwork & Cabinetry, and lovingly built 
by R. Talbot Carpentry and Renovations, as 
were the reclaimed hemlock barn-board floors 
and staircases.

The main room measures approximately 
30-by-30 feet, filled with abundant natural 
light courtesy of Ostaco windows from 
DeCola Windows and Doors. A white 
marble replica quartz countertop on the 
kitchen island, clad in raw reclaimed 
barn board and a white herringbone tile 
backsplash is opposed by a fireplace and 
entertainment centre clad in steel on the 
other side of the room.

“I wanted the white kitchen look, with the 
chrome – the countertop was easy because 
I knew it was how I wanted it to look,” says 
the homeowner. “I had seen the herringbone 
backsplash and loved the aesthetic. I’m 
basically here all day – and we were very 
particular on the island position. It had to be 
here and centered perfectly.”

Overlooking the jutting topography of 
a seven-acre Grey County property, and 
to the immaculately landscaped pool yard, 
collaboratively realized by Clark Pools 
& Spas and Rock Solid Landscapes, a 
tastefully tiled deck area is skirted with 
limestone boulders, sleek steel planters and 
small gardens, becoming the focal point of a 
life lived outside.

Just north of Flesherton amongst the foothills of the Grey Highlands, 
adjacent to babbling brooks and juxtaposed by striking pines and stiff 
winds, this home began not as a showpiece, but a stepping stone. It 
began with the simple feeling that a breezeway should be the precursor 
to the aura of the house. The wind should be able to pass freely. Guests 
should feel welcome to enter. The outside should be let in. At the same 
time, no single design element should serve no less than two functions – 
the concept of the breezeway is as much about privacy as it is openness.

One of the homeowners is a paramedic, so the home is conveniently 
divided into two distinct zones that allow part of the house to rest 
while the other side is beaming with energy before the sun comes up.

“The concept of the breezeway was really where we started with 

the design of the house,” says the homeowner. “I can sleep on shift 
– or, I start days tomorrow, for example – so I’m up super early to 
get to work. So I can come in the kitchen and turn the lights on. The 
last house we lived in, no matter what I did everyone would hear me. 
I’d be looking in the fridge trying to get my lunch together using my 
phone flashlight.”

The concept for the house, designed by Neil Watson of Watson 
Designs and built by R. Talbot Carpentry & Renovations, was 
born from exploration and built over seven months. “We go for drives,” 
says the owner. “We look at other properties and find what kind of stuff 
we like – we thought of the breezeway concept as a way to divide the 
house into a main living area, and a main sleeping area.” Continued on page 42

The island’s quartz counter shines atop the rustic, 
reclaimed barn-board base. The open-cage pendant 
lights repeat the horizontal lines of the doors and 
windows. TOP LEFT: In the mudroom, built-in cabinetry,
integrated seating and boot storage helps this space stay 
neat and tidy. Tile flooring is from Century Wood Products.

With clear sightlines throughout, no matter where seated, everyone is part of
the conversation. OPPOSITE, BOTTOM LEFT: Lots of counter space helps
with prepping the cauliflower pasta with fresh herbs. BOTTOM RIGHT: With
two doorways, one into the hall and another into the master closet, the
laundry room is handy for everyone  in the house. Lots of cabinets and a deep
sink make laundry days a breeze.
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Rock Solid Landscapes has meticulously 
created multiple spaces for guests to enjoy 
the landscape, lounging poolside or at 
the large dining table. The pump house 
doubles as a change room and a comfy bar to 
enjoy a cool drink. 

Planter boxes are confined by raw steel 
courtesy of Howie Welding & Repair, 
adding a crisp and urbanized finish to the pool 
yard, complete with a unique overhanging 
pergola constructed of steel and wood. 
A floating timber bench in the front yard 
continues the minimalist feature approach. 
Rock Solid drilled a hole into a massive rock 
to support a timber beam that’s as elegant and 
sophisticated as it is rustic and strong.

The home is cloaked in Maibec siding from 
S & S TimberMart, and skirted by limestone 
from Maxwell Stone. Glen Weatherall 
of G.W. Masonry is responsible for the 
beautifully sporadic stonework that contrasts 
the dark blueish-black siding adding an 
organic zest of natural appeal to an otherwise 
modern finish. In the back corner of the yard 
lies a stunning fireplace bordered in natural 
limestone overlooking a pond in the valley.

Continued on page 44

LEFT: The grey, vinyl-lined pool 
has steps that run the width of 
it, making it easy to enter the 
water. If you want to dive in, 
there’s a six-foot rock platform 
at the opposite end. Limestone 
coping caps the edge and 
natural square-cut limestone 
covers the deck. Russel Fence 
& Decks installed the fence 
that surrounds the pool. The 
steel planter contains sedum 
and goldentau grasses, both 
are perennials. OPPOSITE, 
TOP: An old propane tank was 
cut in half to create the fire 
pit. Jumbo random flagstone 
with creeping thyme filling the 
gaps sits beneath the pit. Three 
Armstrong maples will provide 
shade as they grow. Muskoka 
chairs from Squire John’s are 
ready for the campfire stories 
to begin. BOTTOM: John 
Pedlar’s children Reece and 
Sam test out the floating timber 
bench that is anchored at 
one end with a large boulder. 
Natural limestone square-cut 
pavers create a landing area 
before climbing the Eramosa 
limestone steps to the front 
door. Black Kichler LED lights 
line the walkway. Upright 
with a narrow profile, five 
hornbeam trees are grouped in 
this front bed. 

Custom designed by John Pedlar of Rock Solid Landscapes and fabricated 
by Jonsteel, the steel and wood pergola takes up minimal space and does 
not obstruct the pastoral view. On the right of the bar/pump house (Brad 
Crawford of B.C. Builders) lies a row of river rock that protects the ground 
when it rains. In the mulched garden, large moss-covered boulders are 
interspaced with white fir trees and yellow yarrow.

John Pedlar  
of Rock Solid  
Landscapes.

Riniki columnar crabapple trees line the natural stone walkway. 
Salvia and goldentau grass are planted below. The landscape 
design of this project was a collaboration between John Pedlar 
and Fran Moore of Moore Outdoor Design.
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The master bedroom is as unique as the home’s layout. Facing north 
on the main floor, the bedroom gives way to the master bathroom, and 
to the pool – an homage to the home’s open breezeway beginnings. 
The master bath is home to a custom his-and-hers vanity, an expansive 
stand-up glass shower and a separate stand-alone tub all perched 
atop enlarged 24-by-24-inch tile. “Our bedroom isn’t huge – we don’t 
live in our bedroom,” the owner says. “We liked the idea of having 
the doors out to the pool, but we also liked this idea of having our 
space flow around.”

Downstairs, the great room is mimicked leading to a massive rec 
room for family nights in, while 10-foot ceilings and a deeper foundation 
from Carl J. Doerr Construction help to give the illusion of being 
above ground thanks to enlarged west-facing windows. Upstairs, the 
children rule the roost, with two east-facing bedrooms above a double 
garage, complete with their own communal bathroom and a common 
area geniously geared toward the eventual teenaged necessity for 
private space. All window coverings from Décor Design.

TOP LEFT: In the master bedroom, the navy tufted headboard dictates 
the accent colour. Windows on either side of the bed and the doors to 
the pool let the sunlight pour in. Blackout shades from Décor Design help 
the homeowners sleep in. TOP RIGHT: Ikat fabric covers the accent chair 
in a cosy corner of the master. The décor items were sourced at Peek 
Thru My Window and Clerkson’s Home Store. ABOVE: In the master en 
suite, the wall tile in the shower was also used on the floor. The marble 
penny tile on the shower floor complements the whole space. Reflected 
in the glass is the patterned blind over the vessel tub. Continued on page 48 S A L E S  .  I N S T A L L A T O N S  .  S E R V I C E

Chantico Gallery  
209784 Hwy 26 

Blue Mountains, ON  

Chantico Countryside
158185 7th Line

Meaford, ON

705.445.9688 
ChanticoFireplaces.com
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Surrounded by windows, the vessel tub, sourced 
at Bathworks, sits on 24-by-24-inch porcelain tiles. 
DV Electic installed the chandelier above. The bold 
geometric-patterned blinds have three adjustments 
for different levels of privacy and were sourced at 
Décor Design.
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ABOVE: For nights spent 
dreaming of construction 
sites and monster machines, 
this bedroom on the second 
level is just perfect for the 
homeowner’s son. Carpet 
and area rugs were sourced 
at Dean’s Carpet One Floor 
& Home. TOP RIGHT: Glitter 
and sparkle is the theme in 
the daughter’s bedroom. This 
lucky girl also has a walk-in 
closet used for toys and 
clothes. This is the only room 
in the house that is painted 
Cloud White by Benjamin 
Moore. RIGHT: The unique 
sidelights of the master 
bedroom doorway brighten 
the hallway and stairs with 
maple railings from Barrie 
Trim & Mouldings Inc. The 
reclaimed sliding barn door 
leads to the laundry room. 
FAR RIGHT: The second floor 
bathroom is shared by the 
children. Lots of storage in the 
double vanity helps keep the 
counter clean and clear and 
keeps everything organized.

“We were trying to think ahead,” explains 
the owner. “We hope to stay here [but] we’re 
project people. We enjoy looking for property 
– but having the kids, having the pool – we 
really like having the privacy. We like to be a 
little out of town, and the goal is to be here.”

This home is a true testament to a life lived 
together as much as it is about giving each 
other privacy and room to grow. The charm 
in the protective spirit of this place is in its 
ability to harness the modern family dynamic 
and hold it close. There’s no doubt this was 
always meant to be a wildly impressive house 
by design, but first and foremost, it’s the spirit 
of a beautiful home that shines through.  OH

299 8th Street East
Owen Sound
519-370-0770
www.decordesign.ca
E-mail: info@decordesign.ca

CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILES
WINDOW COVERINGS • AREA RUGS • SHUTTERS

LUXURY VINYL TILE & PLANK

STORE HOURS: Mon - Fri:  9am - 5pm    Sat: 9am-4pm  • carpetone.ca

DUNTROON • 705-445-2166 • HIGHWAY 24 JUNCTION 91  L0M 1H0   |   MEAFORD • 519-538-2166 • 334 SYKES STREET SOUTH  N4L 1X1

Celebrating 56 Years
Floors for Life.

519-599-3533
www.riversidegreenhouses.ca 

riversidegreenhouses@gmail.com
YOUR CONTAINER GARDEN SPECIALISTS

Tuesday to Saturday 9-5 
Sunday 12-4

Closed Mondays except 
Victoria Day.

RELAX.  
UNWIND.

PLANT FLOWERS.

OPENING 

TUESDAY

MAY 7st
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HABITAT  
FOR
THE 
BIRDS

STORY WALTER FRANCZYK
ILLUSTRATION  SHEILA BRITTON

AAs these birds get ready to mate, they tempt potential 
partners and protect their turf with a symphony of sound 
and songs. Winged minstrels, they make summer mornings 
an auditory treat. With a safe place to nest, birds and their 
voracious nestlings will devour thousands of bugs, snack on 
the seeds of garden weeds and help protect fruit trees from 
damaging insects. All the more reason to help these creatures 
feel at home.

Welcoming and sheltering birds with homemade nesting 
boxes is a simple, inexpensive and environmentally-friendly 
way to enhance human habitat. Population growth in North 
America exacts a heavy toll on woodland birds. Logging, 
farming, residential and cottage development cuts into forests, 
reducing the number of prime nesting sites and making 
songbirds vulnerable to predators such as cats, raccoons and 
skunks. Thirty-five years ago, the eastern bluebird faced stiff 
competition from European starlings, an invasive species that 
was taking over tree cavities and evicting bluebirds from natural 
nesting sites. But in just 12 years, a nesting box program 
reduced the competition. Bluebird populations rebounded 
enough that the Committee on the Status of Endangered 
Wildlife in Canada deemed the bluebird no longer at risk. Many 
species, however, are still in trouble, including the endangered 
loggerhead shrike and the at-risk wood thrush. Populations of 
swallows, swifts, nighthawks and whip-poor-wills – birds that eat 
insects on the fly – are also declining.

Construction Basics
Building a birdhouse is easy. Once all the wood cutting is done, 
it can be child’s play. Scrap wood, stowed below the workbench 

Feathery guests will soon 
be winging their way into 
backyards, looking for a 
place to start a family.

OH_Spring_2019_Outdoor Living_Birdhouses.indd   1 2019-02-11   11:43 AM

Continued on page 52 Complete design & build landscape construction.

ROCKSOLIDLANDSCAPES.CA

John@RockSolidLandscapes.ca
519.379.1772
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A simple birdhouse can be made from 
wood scraps that you have on hand.

or in a garden shed, will work just fine. One 
board, six-inches wide and five-feet long, 
will provide enough material for a basic 
nesting box. A tape measure, saw, a square, 
hammer and nails or a few wood screws with 
a driver, and a hole-cutting saw are all the 
tools needed.

Preferred Species
Before building a nesting box it’s best 
to decide what kind of birds to attract. 
Different species prefer varying habitats, 
birdhouse dimensions and locations. So, a 
little online research can be helpful. Wrens, 
for example, prefer houses with four-by-
four-inch floors, a height of six to eight 
inches and an entry hole of 1-1/8 inches in 
diameter. Their birdhouses are best hung 
in trees, five to 10 feet off the ground. The 
tiny entry hole will prevent larger birds or 
predators, such as squirrels, from entering 
the box. Downy woodpeckers will nest in a 
similar-sized house and location, but need 
a slightly higher ceiling and a larger entry 
hole. Screech owls and American kestrels 
are partial to larger nesting boxes, installed 
at much higher heights. Install birdhouses 
in sheltered spots, protected from the sun, 
facing away from prevailing winds. For an 
extensive list of birdhouse dimensions for 
different bird species see www.birdwatching-
bliss.com/bird-house-dimensions.html.

Design Elements
Small holes at the edge of the floor will allow 
water to drain. Side openings for ventilation 
near the top will help keep the house 
cool. Varnish or paint can protect wooden 
birdhouses from the elements and help 
them last longer but avoid painting, staining 
or varnishing the inside of the house. Leave 
it natural. Scoring the interior wall with saw 
cuts below the entry hole makes it easier for 
nestlings to reach the entrance. An exterior 
perch below the entry hole may make it 
easier for predators to access the nest, so it’s 
best omitted. Hinge one wall or the roof of 
the birdhouse so that old nesting material 
can be removed after the young have 
fledged. Cleaning the box will help eliminate 
parasites and disease.

Food & Drink
To attract more birds to the yard, suspended 
or pole-mounted bird feeders with black 
oil sunflower seeds will draw chickadees, 
common redpolls, northern cardinals and 
nuthatches. Dark-eyed juncos, robins and 
mourning doves prefer feed on the ground. 
Blue jays love peanuts on the ground or in 

feeders while finches favour niger seed in 
tube feeders. Birds also need water so a 
birdbath will help attract them. They like the 
sound of running water so a small bubbler 
or fountain will help draw them to the bath. 
Trying a few different locations may be 
necessary to find the right spot.

It’s easy to spot nest-building birds as 
they carry twigs, bits of fur, feathers and 
grass to the abode. The incessant piping 

of nestlings will announce that a clutch of 
eggs has hatched. For days, the seemingly 
tireless parents will make repeated forays 
between the birdhouse and surrounding 
yard in search of bugs and seeds to nourish 
their insatiable brood. It’s fun to watch 
and admire.

With spring weather just around the corner, 
it’s prime time to welcome some new 
feathered friends.  OH
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YYoung homebuyers who work in Toronto have to 
choose between a long commute or condo living 
to make the dream of owning a home a reality.

Forced by climbing rental and property prices in the Greater Toronto 
Area, Emily Proctor and her partner Dean Lane are taking the 
same route as plenty of other young people – they’re heading north 
to buy a house.

“We’ve been halfheartedly planning for over a year,” says Emily, who 
lives and works in downtown Toronto. Buying a house in the GTA is 
not easy these days, acknowledges the 27-year-old. “We took a look at 
our finances and started putting away some money and making cuts.” 

Dean sold his car, a move, he says, that also cut down on insurance 
and took away condo parking fees, gas and car maintenance expenses.

Then it came time to consider where they would buy a house, says 
Emily. “I’ve always wanted to have a house in a smaller city,” she says, 
adding, “It’s also within the budget.”

The Building Industry and Land Development Association (BILD) 
and the Toronto Real Estate Board (TREB) recently polled young 
people in the GTA and found that 92 per cent of them agree that the 
dream of home ownership is becoming more difficult to achieve for 
their cohort living in their city.

“Affordability is a huge barrier,” says Emily. “There are fewer, stable 
full-time jobs that pay well. Wages haven’t been rising as much as the 
cost of living has.” She says she’s noted that friends who’ve moved out of 
the GTA are in a better position to own homes. 

HOME 
HUNGRY

STORY MEHREEN SHAHID 
ILLUSTRATION  SHEILA BRITTON

That’s why Emily and Dean are looking to buy property in Simcoe 
County. And that’s where the trend seems to be moving, says Sarah J. 
Stevens, a realtor with Century 21 B. J. Roth Realty in Orillia.

Sarah says to afford a house, groups of friends and couples are 
pooling their money to make it happen. This creativity, she says, also 
means young people are buying different types of properties. “They may 
buy triplexes so they can get some rental income from it,” says Sarah.

With changes in rules around mortgages, everyone from real estate 
agents to mortgage brokers have to work harder.

Sarah says young people vying for properties have to drive their 
income. “Make as much money as you can,” she says. “Find a side job, 
or an extra job, maybe online, or wherever your (soft) skills lie. Be 
conservative and live within your means and don’t take on extra debt.”

And as time goes on, Sarah says, she’s finding most people are okay 
commuting farther for a cheaper house. 

But according to the BILD and TREB poll, 86 per cent of 
respondents say it’s important for young families to be able to afford to 
live and work within the GTA without having to commute over an hour 
to get to work.

That’s what veteran GTA real estate representative Sue Massa of the 
Sell with Sue Team at Right At Home Realty Inc., Brokerage, is finding 
with her clientele.

“The condo market has taken off,” she says, adding her clients want 
to stay close to the city because of the high cost of commuting. “Most 
people when they sit down and do their budgeting, they want to cut 
down on their travel costs,” she says.

“The trend of moving north has slowed down considerably,” 
says Sue. “When the market corrects itself, the properties north 
will be hit first.”

In her experience, she says, younger people buying homes are 
willing to spend that extra bit, instead of having to fix up a property 
after buying it. 

“At one time you were able to purchase a property and go and fix it,” 
she says. “Today, it’s hard to find that extra money to put towards that.” 

At the end of the day, both she and Sarah recommend that anybody 
looking to buy property should work with investment, real estate and 
mortgage experts to reach their goal of home ownership. 

To save up, Sue says, take inventory of where you’re spending your 
money. Most people can save a lot simply by cutting back on their 
monthly coffee and eating out expenditures.

“Once you’ve kept an eye on your money, you can decide where 
you’re going to invest it,” she says.  OH
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BOYD LAKE - WALKING TRAILS - NATURE RESERVE
15 minutes from Hanover on

Concession 10 East off Grey Road 3

Siebren and Angela
Boersma
www.boersmateam.com
519-369-4759

Announcing

www.forestcreekestates.ca

1-3 Acre Treed Lots
on a PRIVATE 200 Acre Oasis

Grey County’s
Premier Subdivision

Joan Stewart
Wilfred Mcintee and Co.

519-270-0712
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4 bedroom, 4 bath Condo at 
Cobble Beach Golf Resort! 
Main floor master & laundry. 
2 bedrooms, 3 pc bath, 
kitchenette & media room on 
lower level. Bedroom and 3 
pc bath on second level.

216 Ironwood Way I $539,000

Qual i ty  Workmanship 
abounds !  Romance  & 
rustic elegance. 4 bdrm, 2 bath 
home thoughtfully designed w/
luxurious master suite, sunny 
solarium & formal din rm. Perfect 
for entertaining inside or out.

817436 Perdue Road I $699,000

127 acres for a custom 
build! 100 acres cash crop & 
27 acres bush. Sauble River 
creates south boundary. 
96’ x 56’ free span w/cattle 
squeeze. 82’ x 40’ drive shed 
w/a large insulated shop.

839 Spring Creek Road I $990,000
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M
People with complex medical conditions 
that require multiple medications can take 
advantage of new technologies that help 
ensure they take their pills as prescribed. 
For example, a heart transplant recipient 
who takes more than two dozen pills every 
day uses an app called Medisafe to remind 
him what pill he should take, at what time 
and whether he should take it with food 
or water. The application for tablets or 
smartphones can be programmed to alert a 
designated relative or caregiver if someone 
has forgotten to take medication.

Spencer Heath Solutions has taken a 
step further and developed a medication 
dispenser. About the size of a toaster, it can 
be placed on a kitchen counter. It doles out 
pre-packaged doses of the right medication 
at the right time, as prescribed. It alerts 
users when its time to take medicine and 
can remind them when they’ve forgotten. 
The device can also alert caregivers and 
pharmacists when someone has missed 
taking medication.

THE SMART HOME
Sarah Love and her husband Stewart operate 
a Burlington company called PM WYRE that 
automates homes and cottages. Many of 
their customers are age 60 or older. “A lot 
of them are people who are building their 
retirement home and they’re looking to 
stay at home forever,” Sarah says. “So we 
work with the builder to provide a variety 
of solutions to make their home safer as 
they age.”

A critical care nurse for 15 years, she worked 
closely with home care services in getting 

people home after they were discharged 
from hospital. “I think I bring a unique 
perspective,” she says. The couple work with 
clients to design smart homes to be exactly 
what homeowners want. PM WYRE can 
install sound and television systems, security 
systems, panic alarms and sensors that 
detect whether their sump pump is working 
or if water is leaking into the basement. 
They can install a camera if homeowners 
want family to visually check on them via 
smartphone or computer. Doorbells can be 
equipped with a camera to show, on the 
home television, who’s at the door. “The 
client will hit it and see if they want to get up 
and answer the door,” Sarah says. 

“We work with clients to develop light 
pathways. So, for example, if they frequently 
get up and use the bathroom, we can do 
a pathway of light that’s set at 10 per cent 
or 20 per cent that’s on at night from their 
bedroom to the bathroom. And when 
they get to the bathroom, we can put in 
an occupancy sensor in the bathroom 
so the light goes on. When they leave, it 
automatically goes off.”

In bedrooms or other rooms, window shades 
can be automated to rise in the morning and 
descend in the evening, so homeowners 
aren’t struggling to get behind furniture 
to open and close shades, she explains. 
Lighting can also be automated to turn on 
and off when homeowners want. The house 
can be programmed so when homeowners 
leave, they can press one button and the 
security system engages, shades descend 
and lights adjust to leave on only those that 
are necessary. When owners come home 
and punch in their key code on the door 
or their smartphone, the security system 
automatically disarms and lights come on at 
appropriate settings and locations. The door 
code can even turn on their favourite music 
or radio station.

The systems are user-friendly and not 
difficult to learn, Sarah says. “Our objective 
for our clients is to make it as simple as 
possible for them.”  OH

Aging at home in the digital age can be a 
challenge as well as an interesting adventure that 
enhances and prolongs independent living. When 
it comes to adopting modern conveniences that 
help people live at home as long as possible, 
age-appropriate technology is essential.

STORY WALTER FRANCZYK  |  ILLUSTRATION  SHEILA BRITTON

Most seniors, already enjoying their 
retirement years, prefer low-tech, easy-to-
use solutions, says Heather Mahon, who 
owns Heather’s Home Healthcare, a medical 
equipment and supplies store that promotes 
independent living. 

Low-tech solutions could include something 
as simple as soft rubber covers that slip 
over kitchen and bathroom taps, making 
them easier to turn. A portable phone or a 
cell phone, taken into the bathroom during 
showers or baths, is a simple safety measure. 
“If you fall, you can call 911,” says Heather.

Window shades can be 
automated to open and close 
and temperature can be 
adjusted remotely fr om a 
smart phone. 

SENIORITY GOES  
HIGH-TECH

An ever-expanding universe of digital 
technology promises benefits unheard 
of when today’s seniors bought their 
first homes. Retirement is an excellent 
opportunity to explore emerging technology 
and to learn about computers, the internet, 
digital devices and all they have to offer. 
Technology is used in every facet of life 
to make tasks easier and faster, according 
to Aging in Place, a resource hub for 
seniors and families. “It’s important not 
to underestimate how technology can 
help you in your golden years,” the 
organization advises.

When travelling to see family and friends 
gets too difficult due to inclement weather, 
distance or mobility issues, people can 
keep in touch through email, text messages 
or live video links such as FaceTime and 
Skype. Simple training in using computers, 
smartphones and tablets is available through 
local libraries, recreation departments or 
seniors organizations. 

Medical alert services, often the first aging 
at home improvement, are also easy to use. 
They typically provide clients with a small 
help button that can be worn as a pendant 
around the neck or on the wrist. Someone in 
need of help can simply push the button to 
reach a monitoring service. Some systems 
have the ability to detect falls. With the 
home phone turned into a speaker phone, 
the monitoring centre can call the customer. 
“If they don’t respond, they’re going to call 
an ambulance,” says Heather. Monitoring is 
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
“They don’t care how often you press that 
button. They’re there,” she says.

With voice commands, mobile digital 
assistants such as Apple’s Siri or Amazon 
Echo’s Alexa can be used to find out the 
weather or traffic conditions, to send an 
email, make a phone call and more.

Medical alert devices  
and mobile digital 
assistants can al low 
seniors to live 
independently 
for as long 
as possible.Helpful apps such as Medisafe remind people of what 

medications to take, when and how to take them.

Seniors_Technology.indd   DPS 2018-11-07   3:49 PM
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1. ELK GROUP INTERNATIONAL: 9-Light 
Resin Chandelier in Wood Brown  2. NOS 
NATURA: Teak Solid Wood “Puzzle” 
Round End Table or Stool  3. SURYA: Jute 
Woven Rug  4. ZUO MODERN CANADA 
INC.: Pori Arm Chair Iron Gray  5. PIER 1 
IMPORTS: Chunky Jute-Trimmed Pillow 
in Navy  6. POTTERY BARN: Catalina 
Stripe Pillow Cover in Blue  7. MKT: Leon 
Table Lamp in Aged Brass and Marble  
8. ARTICLE: Bamba Pouf  9. STRUCTUBE: 
Osaka Coffee Table in White  
10. DIMOND HOME: Natural Driftwood 
Bird  11. GUS* DESIGN GROUP: Logan 
Sofa in Andorra Pewter  OH

Recreate this look in 
your own home.
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Custom home building and renovation 
...opening the door to comfort and creativity.

TOO MANY DECIS IONS?

 
 

Together, we'll create a space you love
coming home to.  

 
 

Call or email to book your consultation. 
 

I'M HERE TO HELP 

tamariskinteriordesign.com 
info@tamariskinteriordesign.com  

519-477-1833
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Angie McInnis and Karen Bridge

THE PLACE: Are you ready to make 2019 the year you finally 

renovate your home, change its look and increase its value? 

Program the address for the Wiarton Home Design Centre into 

your GPS and set the course for that change to become a reality. 

With a staff headed by Manager Angie McInnis and Assistant 

Manager Karen Bridge, you’ll get years of experience and the 

help and direction you need to make the right decisions for your 

family and your home. The Design Centre is your one-stop shop 

for everything you need for a renovation or to build new.

THE STYLE: The centre is filled with kitchens, bathrooms and 

laundry rooms that offer inspiration and ideas to help plan 

your project. The hands-on displays show contemporary and 

traditional styles, cabinet configuration and the placement of 

appliances. The team works with a kitchen designer to maximize 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
SARAH TACOMA

ONE STOP

SHOP

every inch of wall and floor space so that you will never again say 

that you don’t have enough cupboard space. 

THE WARES: The Design Centre carries everything you need for 

your project, including cabinetry from Bernier and Sorrento and 

hardware from Amerock. Select your kitchen sink and bathroom 

fixtures from Maax and Mirolin. Don’t forget your appliances 

and solid surface counters. Pick your backsplash, floors, vanities, 

lights and many beautiful décor items to add that extra touch to 

your new finished space.

WHAT’S HOT: Patterns in flooring, 

backsplashes, showers and area rugs. 

Customers love using art tile to create a 

statement in a shower. For wood floors, 

different widths are being used to create 

a unique look. Let the ideas flow as you 

look at the extensive selection. They can 

organize installation of everything they sell. 

GET THERE: 160 Berford St., Wiarton 

519.534.5599 | wiartonhhbc.com  OH
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www.wilsonsolutions.ca
P 519.369.8225   |   info@wilsonsolutions.ca

Contact us for a free estimate.

Closets, Garages

Epoxy & Rubaroc 

Flooring

Seasonal Spaces

Railings, Awnings

Blinds & Shades

& More!

Contact us for a free estimate.
We’ll create a 3D model to help visualize the end result.

Wilson_W18.indd   1 2018-11-05   11:44 AM



DREAMS
field of

STORY KRISTIN SCHNELTEN |  PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

Continued on page 69

ABOVE: Stained glass detail in the
front door offers privacy but also
lets the sunlight shine in. The Fox
Trot tile, laid in a herringbone
pattern, is from House Rules Design
Shop. LEFT: With a nod to Craftsman
style, the multiple roof lines and the
staggered garage give the front
facade of the home a welcoming
and protected feel. Colourful
gardens soften the exterior
Shouldice Wiarton stone.
The home plans were customized
with the help of Don Tremble of 
Candue Homes and Daryl Regimbal of 
DR Designs. OPPOSITE: The warmth 
of the day is enjoyed on the front steps
by homeowners Courtney and Simon
Dietz, their daughters and their
family pup Ruby.

SSimon and Courtney 
Dietz spent two summers 
clearing the land for 
their new home with the 
help of their family. Their 
young children took part 
– the three girls chasing 
butterflies through the 
fresh, open field. 
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The family cherishes that experience, building 
bonfires and learning first-hand about their 
new property together. “It was a joyful, 
bonding time,” remembers Courtney. 

As they moved on to the next stages 
of building, they maintained that sense of 
excitement. “We saw the opportunity to build 
as a gift,” says Courtney. “We chose to go 
about it as a new and exciting adventure, we 
kept that attitude even during the stressful 
moments. We really had a lot of fun.”

The Dietzes credit much of their positive 
experience to Don Tremble and the team 
at Candue Homes. “We interviewed other 
builders, but when we met Don, we really 
hit it off,” says Courtney. “We were just 
comfortable with him; his experience along 
with the guidance of project coordinator Alex 
Neuman made the building process a smooth 
one.” Jason Tremble of J.T. Excavating did 
the final land preparations for the new build. 

Through Tremble and Darryl Regimbal 
of DR Designs, they customized their 
chosen plan, including creating a lower 
level specifically for the girls. The finished 
basement now has three bedrooms, a full 
washroom and an additional living room – a 
perfect space for recurring family sleepovers.

The heart of the home, though, is the 
large, bright custom kitchen, provided by 
Barzotti Woodworking Ltd. The tile 
came from House Rules Design Shop 
and was installed by Gary Voisin Flooring 
Solutions. “Our lives are centered around the 
kitchen, around this island,” says Courtney, “I 
love to bake. The children and I gather here, 
usually around the KitchenAid mixer.”

Continued on page 70

Painting the island Templeton 
Gray by Benjamin Moore 
is an on-trend way to inject 
colour and make the island 
look like a piece of furniture. 
Formica Fantasy Marble 
covers all the cabinet surfaces. 
OPPOSITE, BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Looking behind the 
island reveals lots of drawers 
and cupboards. Standing at 
the sink is a chance to look out 
the window at the beautiful 
property. The custom cabinets 
and fan hood are from 
Barzotti Woodworking Ltd. 
All plumbing was handled by 
Pratt Plumbing and Heating.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + +

The pantry’s frosted door lets 
light in. A convenient coffee 
station is tucked away from all 
the cooking action at one end of 
the counter. LEFT: The beautiful 
arrangement came from Flowers 
By Usss in Walkerton.

Benjamin Moore 
paint colours:

Upper  
Cabinets:

White Dove  
OC-17

Walls:
Gray Owl

OC-52
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With Simon’s mother just up the road and countless cousins and 
friends nearby, the Dietzes frequently host gatherings. 

They designed their open floor plan to accommodate these 
gatherings, although the generous dining space was initially earmarked 
as a sunroom. Annexing this room during the building process gave 
Courtney and finish carpenter Eric Hopkins of Eric Hopkins 
Limited an opportunity to highlight the space with trimwork fitting 
its wide entry.

Everything the family needs is close at hand, with a well-designed 
layout that includes double ovens, multiple landing spaces for outdoor 
clothing and footwear and a main-floor laundry with exterior door, 
offering easy access to a backyard clothesline. “We wanted our home to 
be functional, open and inviting,” says Courtney. 

The finished product – a bit of country, with a touch of 
contemporary beach house – is comfortable and relaxing, showcasing 
Courtney’s flair for design, “I think your home should include what 
you love: colours, patterns, shapes.” For the Dietz family, that meant 
bringing the outdoors inside, with colours and textures inspired 
by the large yard just outside their windows, leading to 40 acres 
of forest beyond. Continued on page 72

The stone fireplace is the centre of
attention in the living room. Its texture
and colour palette work with the
furnishing throughout this space.
Floating shelves on either side display
family momentoes and photos.

Many family celebrations 
have been enjoyed in the 
large, bright dining room.
The Modern Maple laminate
flooring by Twelve 
Oaks injects age and
character throughout
the main floor. RIGHT: 
Courtney’s mother-in-law
bought the Royal Tettau
china when she was 16. Over
the years it has been part
of many family events and 
is a cherished heirloom. 
BELOW RIGHT: The
church pew adds extra
seating in the kitchen
area. Using the space 
beneath for storage is
a practical and
attractive solution.

I think your home should 
include what you love: 
colours, patterns, 
shapes,” says Courtney.
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
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The family enjoys spending time on the 
walking trails on the bush property, observing 
sounds and discovering animal tracks. One of 
the children’s favourite activities is lifting rocks 
to search for hidden salamanders. 

The salamanders haven’t yet found their 
way back into the house, but the blues, greys 
and greens of nature have, as they make up the 
colour palette of the walls, accents and stone 

throughout. The cultured stone fireplace 
(Country Ledgestone in Echo Ridge), 
installed by Chad Weltz at Candue Homes, 
is a perfect example of this palette. 

Black accents pepper their way through 
the home, including those in the Twelve Oaks 
Modern Maple flooring, chosen specifically 
for its dark knots combined with the bright, 
natural colour. Continued on page 74

LEFT: In the guest bathroom, industrial floating 
shelves and a barn-style pendant inject a rustic 
charm. A warm grey was used on the walls 
throughout the main floor. BELOW: Built-in 
cubbies for the girls keep all of their gear 
organized and separated to make getting out 
of the house an easy task on busy school day 
mornings. BOTTOM: On these warm spring 
days, the direct access to the garden makes 
it easy to hang clothes on the laundry line to 
dry in the sunshine. Overhead cabinets store 
cleaning supplies out of sight.

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

519-369-5051          homes@canduehomes.com          www.canduehomes.com

 Integrity  |  Diligence  |  Results

• New! JDR Subdivision Walkerton! Lots for sale or we will build your custom single family home or semi.
• Spec houses available for purchase in Walkerton, Hanover & Durham SPRING/SUMMER 2019.
• 1 lot left in DJay Crescent Durham
• Only 4 lots left in Hanover! Book your new home today!

Follow us on Facebook for more details.

• Chain Link
• Wrought Iron
• Vinyl
• Wood Privacy

• Ball Diamonds
• Tennis Courts
• Swimming Pools
• Farm Fence

519.387.5022
builtwrightfencing.ca
Residential  |  Commercial  |  Agriculture

FREE ESTIMATES & PLANNING

30 years fencing experience!

“Changing the look  
of your property.”
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Bright tones continue in the lower level, where the girls’ area takes 
its cues from another of the family’s favourite locations: the beach. 
Much of their summer is spent at the family trailer in Port Elgin, and 
family vacations find them at far-off beaches, where the girls spend 
hours searching for seashells. Continued on page 76

LEFT: The lower level 
space was created just 
for the children, so they 
have their own area 
to relax. The comfy 
couches are perfect 
for the whole family to 
curl up on and enjoy a 
movie night. BELOW:
From the flying 
driftwood fish to the 
colour of the vanity, the 
beachy theme in this 
bathroom will bring back 
happy memories of days 
spent on sandy beaches, 
picking up rocks and 
shells. The Formica 
Arctic Snow counter 
floats above the cabinet, 
painted Rhine River by 
Benjamin Moore.

+ + + + + + + + + + +

As soon as you descend the stairs to 
the lower level, the table and chairs 
at the bottom give a hint to whose 
space you are entering. Light floods 
this area from the first floor and 
the large casement windows from 
Golden Windows in Kitchener.

CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILES • AREA RUGS
DRAPES ’N BLINDS • SHUTTERS • LUXURY VINYL TILE & PLANK

Warm Floors.
Warm Homes.

Photos for illustrative purposes only. ©2017 Carpet One Floor & Home. All Rights Reserved

www.cuneointeriorscarpetonehanover.com
800-265-1172

873 10th St., Hanover, ON

207 Durham St., Walkerton, ON

Cuneo_SP19.indd   1 2019-02-15   11:32 AM
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Courtney’s eye for detail and her positive passion for the building 
project opened the door to another opportunity: She now works as a 
Design Consultant with Candue Homes.

“We had been warned by friends about the stress of building, but 
we loved every bit of our project,” say Courtney. Now she’s able to 
share this energy with clients, as she assists them with their design and 
décor decisions. “I want others to have the same joyful homebuilding 
experience that we had.”  OH

BELOW: Two other bedrooms show what is special to each of the girls. Mermaids 
and cats in one and a telescope in the other. The girls couldn’t be happier with 
their rooms. BOTTOM RIGHT: A happy little girl in her beautiful bedroom. 
Turquoise is one of her favourite colours and unicorns her favourite animal.

The master bathroom’s large built-in bathtub 
has a handy deck for candles, towels, and 
a nice glass of wine. The wall space for the 
double vanity allowed for a make-up station in 
between the double sinks. RIGHT: The serene 
master bedroom gives Simon and Courtney a 
place to recharge and relax. Adjacent to the 
master is a large walk-in closet.

SOURCE GUIDE
• Barzotti Woodworking Ltd. • Bathworks • Candue Homes 

• Dingwall Electric • DR Designs • Eric Hopkins Limited 

• Gary Voisin Flooring Solutions • House Rules Design Shop 

• J.T. Excavating • Pratt Plumbing and Heating • Shouldice 

Designer Stone • Young’s Home Hardware Building Centre

Expert electricians turning your 
lighting dreams into reality.
Specializing in professional lighting 
layouts and quality service in the 
custom home industry since 1976.

Your Vision.  
Our Expertise.

519.323.4778 | dingwallelectric.ca
dingwallelect@wightman.ca

POSTECH GREY BRUCE 
grey-bruce@postech-foundations.com
519-924-0050 | postech-foundations.com

FLOORING  LIGHTING  PLUMBING  FURNITURE  TEXTILES  PAINT
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Celebrating 14 years 
of business excellence!

  

Your local source for Granite, Marble & Quartz Countertops
173480 Mulock Road (between Durham & Hanover)       519.369.1710       theoldbarngranite.ca

 quality workmanship
customer satisfaction

beautiful kitchens & baths
  endless possibilities

                                                         is your local source for custom Granite, Marble and Quartz countertops. As a family 
owned and operated business, we are committed to providing quality workmanship and customer satisfaction. Bring us your 
ideas and our friendly staff will help make your vision happen. Natural stone is a beautiful and durable way to personalize 
your dream kitchen or bathroom.

Colour and material selection can be done on-site from our stock of 40 Granite colours. We also offer our customers a wide 
selection of Quartz surfacing including Hanstone, Caesertone and Silestone. Or choose from a large selection of Granite 
remnants that can be used for vanities, fireplace surrounds, accent pieces or just about anything else you can imagine.

To help make The Old Barn a one stop shop, we offer a full line of stainless steel kitchen sinks, porcelain vanity sinks and 
faucets from Bristol Sinks.

Come visit us today!

The Old Barn_SP19.indd   1 2019-02-20   12:14 PM



PROJECT DAWN MCCONNELL
PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

These charming, easy-to-make and 
easy-to-clean bird feeders will attract 
a discerning flock to your garden. 

Apply a thick line of all-purpose adhesive 
from the centre of the saucer to one edge.  1
Holding the teacup with handle upward, 
press the opposite side of the cup down 
into the adhesive in the saucer. 

2
Hold or support the teacup until the 
adhesive sets.3
To use a spoon as a hook, bend the spoon 
with pliers into an S shape. 4
Use the spoon hook to hang the teacup from 
an easy-to-access branch of your favourite tree. 
You can also hang the feeder with a ribbon. Fill 
with birdseed. 

5

DIRECTIONS:

MATERIALS 
Teacup and Saucer  |  Spoon or Ribbon  |  Pliers  
All-Purpose Adhesive (we used Goop Glue)  |  Birdseed

Second-hand stores are a great 
source to f ind vintage spoons to 
make these charming hooks.  OH

A CUP OF
SEEDS

OH_SPRING_2018_Crafty Ideas_Teacup Bird Feeder.indd   1.5 page 2019-01-22   10:37 AM

N O R T H E R N  P O I N T S  R O O F I N G
&  E X T E R I O R S

Renovations from the roof down. 
Northern Points Roofing Renovations 
is an experienced roofing company  
offering all types of roofing services.

Asphalt  |  Steel  |  Flat  |  Cedar Aternatives
We also offer solid surface  

decking and railing by ‘Dec’k’ing’

519.507.4464  |  855.507.4464 
info@nprexteriors.ca

nprexteriors.com
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BEN 
FREEBURN 
& DYLAN 
FREEBURN 
OWNERS 

Alair Homes Grey Bruce 

From the quotes of our trade partners 
to the price of the materials, we show 
our clients every cost going into their 
new home. We are able to support this 
collaborative approach with systems 
that keep communication open and 
allow the client control on how they 
would like to spend their money. With 
over 17 years of building experience, 
this approach has led to happy 
homeowners and successful projects.

READY, SET, BUILD! 
THE TEMPERATURE IS GOING UP AND SO ARE NEW HOMES.

AT WORK
Latest Trend: Energy-
efficient homes. Go-To 

Local Sources: Allen’s Home 
Hardware Building Centre in Paisley; 
Grey Bruce Paint & Décor in Owen 
Sound. Clients Ask For: Curbless 
showers. High-End Extra: Bi-fold 

patio doors.

PHOTOGRAPHY SARAH TACOMA

DYLAN AT HOME
Neighbourhood:  
Southhampton.  

Pride & Joy: My family. 
Spring To-Do: Concrete driveway.  

Retirement Plan: Travel.

BEN AT HOME
Neighbourhood:  
Southhampton.

Pride & Joy: My daughter.
Spring To-Do: Clean up 

our gardens.
Retirement Plan: Farm.

Continued on page 84

PATRICK 
SUTTER 
& ALAN 
SUTTER 
DEALERS/OWNERS 

Wiarton Home Hardware 
Building Centre

From the design stage to 
the siding and everything 
in between, Wiarton Home 
Hardware Building Centre has 
everything you need to start 
your next building project. 
With expert advice and a large 
inventory, your project will be 
completed in no time.

AT WORK
Latest Trends: High-efficiency; 

contemporary designs.
Go-To Local Sources: Shouldice Designer 

Stone; eastern white cedar.
Clients Ask For: Maintenance-free 

exteriors and steel roofs.
High-End Extra: Composite decking, 

glass railings and triple-
pane windows.

ALAN AT HOME
Neighbourhood: 

Mallory Beach.
Pride & Joy: My family.
Prized Possession: My 

grandfather’s rifle.
Retirement Plan: Spend  

more time fishing.

PATRICK AT HOME
Neighbourhood: Hepworth.

Pride & Joy: My home.
Prized Possession: My stores.

Retirement Plan: 

Tour our beautiful country by 
motorcycle from coast  

to coast.
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BRYAN 
SNYDER
OWNER

Snyder Development

With exceptional quality, 
attention to detail, innovative 
design, craftsmanship and 
trust, Snyder Development can 
build you the home you have 
been dreaming about. From 
designing house plans to picking 
the interior paint colour, your 
home is customized to your taste 
and satisfaction.

AT WORK
Latest Trends: Modern front doors 
with vertical frosted glass; sliding 

barn doors.
Go-To Local Source: Port Elgin Home 

Hardware Building Centre. 
Clients Ask For: Walk-in pantries.

High-End Extra: Customized home 
sound systems.

AT HOME
Neighbourhood:  

Pegasus Trails in Port Elgin.
Pride & Joy: My basement 

recreation room.
Spring To-Do: Tree trimming.

Retirement Plan:  
I don’t plan on retiring!

Continued on page 86

JEN & DAN 
JOHNSTON 
OWNERS

Valley Home Improvements

We make customer service our 
number one priority at Valley 
Home Improvements. From our 
office staff and on-site teams 
through to our sub-trades, 
helping our customers achieve 
the perfect new build or 
renovation is our motivation.

AT HOME
Neighbourhood: Markdale.

Pride & Joy: Our family.
Spring To-Do: Be healthy.
Retirement Plan: Travel

AT WORK
Current Project: Latest Trend: 

Multigenerational living.
Go-To Local Source: Centre Grey Building 

Supplies in Markdale.
Clients Ask For: Barrier-free designs.

High-End Extra: Bathrooms with 
curbless showers.
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AMANDA 
THEDE 
DESIGN CONSULTANT

Dennison Homes

Our team of design 
consultants will sit down 
and get to know you and 
the design aesthetic you are 
looking for in your project. 
We will then guide you 
through our curated selection 
of finishes (which include 
up-and-coming trends) to 
help you make choices that 
will best suit you and not 
have you feeling overwhelmed 
with decisions.

AT WORK
Current Project:  

Gold accents and colour contrasts.
Go-To Local Source: The Old Barn 

Polished Stone Creations in Hanover.
Clients Ask For: Walk-in pantries.
High-End Extras: Tiling an entire 

wall; Cambria quartz.

AT HOME
Neighbourhood: 

Southhampton.
Pride & Joy: My dogs, Lily 

and Hudson.
Spring To-Do: Clean up outside.

Retirement Plan: I would love 
to have a dog kennel.

Continued on page 88

Whether it’s a new construction project, renovations,  
or repairs, we are here to meet all of your residential  
and commercial electrical needs.  

McMillen’s also provides professional  
home inspection services to help  
customers make informed decisions  
when looking to buy or sell a home. 

519.378.4909  
McMILLENELECTRIC.CA

Offering quality  
workmanship in

 Owen Sound & 
surrounding 
Grey & Bruce 

Counties

Winner of the 

“Skilled Trades  Excellence Award” 2017 and 2018.
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DON 
TREMBLE 
OWNER

Candue Homes

We build with integrity 
and are diligent about 
every aspect of the building 
process. We will deliver 
your new, perfect home on 
time and with incredible 
results! Building is easy 
with Candue Homes.

AT WORK
Latest Trend: Modern design.

Go-To Local Source:  
Young’s Home Hardware Building 

Centre in Mount Forest.
Clients Ask For: Granite countertops.

High-End Extra:  
Deluxe bathrooms.

AT HOME
Neighbourhood: Downtown Durham.
Pride & Joy: I’m proud of my family 
and take joy in helping customers.
Spring To-Do: Creating new house 

designs. Retirement Plan: Sell 
real estate.

Continued on page 90

Grey & Bruce

You can’t
   be too

Beat the rush.
Beat the heat.  

Call today to book your 
spring installation and  

be Summer ready!
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PLINY 
LOUCKS 
OWNER

The Great Lakes Frame 
Company 

Since 1989, we have been 
helping people discover 
the beauty of timber frame 
homes. We do it all, from 
in-house planning and 
design, all the way through 
hand cutting and raising 
your timber frame, to 
crafting your home. Let us 
be your inspiration. We are 
there to help with every 
step of the way.

AT WORK
Latest Trend: Modern 

contemporary timber frames.
Go-To Local Source: Centre Grey  
Building Supplies in Markdale.

Clients Ask For: Timbers!
High-End Extra:  

Commercial glass.

AT HOME
Neighbourhood:  

Chatsworth, born and bred.
Home Style: Great light, beautiful 

timbers and tall ceilings.
Pride & Joy: My two daughters.

Spring To-Do: Build a timber 
frame outdoor room.

Continued on page 92

519-396-2665

south-portmechanical.com

Geothermal PlumbingMechanical

WE’VE MOVED! Great new location. Same great service.  
Come visit us at 1362 Concession 9, Kincardine.

100% CANADIAN. 100% COOL.

Southport_SP19.indd   1 2019-02-21   9:30 AM
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Continued on page 94

ROB ABBOTT 
OWNER

Great Lakes Custom Homes 
and Renovations 

Great Lakes Custom Homes works 
with you to give you exactly what you 
want in your new space. We specialize 
in custom homes and renovations. 
No matter what your style or the 
trends, we can help bring life to your 
home. Now is the time to get that 
project started.

AT HOME
Neighbourhood: Creemore.

Home Style: Classic century home. 
Pride & Joy: My son.

Spring To-Do: Paint the cottage.
Retirement Plan: Explore the rest 

of Canada.

AT WORK
Latest Trend: 

Mahogany decking. 
Go-To Local Source: Hamilton 

Brothers in Glen Huron.
Clients Ask For: Curbless showers.

High-End Extra: Custom made 
furniture built by us.

Business Nutshell: Honest, 
friendly, craftsmen.

LEADERS IN CIVIL 
& ENVIRONMENTAL 

ENGINEERING SERVICES

GSS Engineering Consultants Ltd.  
specializes in providing the following 
services for new and existing homes.

Site Surveys
 Grading & Drainage Plans
Storm Water Management

Sewage Systems including Septic Design
Shore Protection Designs

Field Inspections
Municipal & Government Approvals

Other services, including all approvals.

Commercial, Institutional Site Developments
Subdivision Development

Certification to Government Agencies

1010 9th Avenue West, Unit 104D, Owen Sound
519.372.4828   |   gssengineering.ca

GSS_SP19.indd   1 2019-02-19   9:37 AM

Stone & Brick for New Homes & Renovations
Thin Stone Veneers • Mulch (bulk & bagged)

Topsoil/Aggregates • Steps/Flagstone/Rockery
Fire Pit Kits • Paving & Patio Stones

Landscape & Masonry Products

Showroom/Yard is South of Kincardine
1.5km East of Hwy 21 on Conc. 12

519.395.2747 • www.WestShoreStoneandBrick.com
 

Stone & Brick for New Homes & Renovations
Thin Stone Veneers • Mulch (bulk & bagged)

Topsoil/Aggregates • Steps/Flagstone/Rockery
Fire Pit Kits • Paving & Patio Stones

Landscape & Masonry Products

Showroom/Yard is South of Kincardine
1.5km East of Hwy 21 on Conc. 12

519.395.2747 • www.WestShoreStoneandBrick.com
 

Everything you need
& more! 

Stone & Brick for New Homes & Renovations
Thin Stone Veneers • Mulch (bulk & bagged)

Topsoil/Aggregates • Steps/Flagstone/Rockery
Fire Pit Kits • Paving & Patio Stones

Landscape & Masonry Products

Showroom/Yard is South of Kincardine
1.5km East of Hwy 21 on Conc. 12

519.395.2747 • www.WestShoreStoneandBrick.com
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ANDREW 
HILL 
OWNER

Hill Build

For over 30 years, the focus 
of Hill Build has remained 
unchanged. Remarkable 
renovations, custom builds 
and a commitment to total 
customer satisfaction. 
We combine this focus 
with honesty, quality 
workmanship and the drive 
to achieve a distinctive 
level of creativity. Let 
us add that wow factor 
to your home.  OH

AT HOME
Neighbourhood:  

A farm in the former Bruce  
Township (Kincardine).

Pride & Joy: My three children.
Spring To-Do: Organize!

Retirement Plan:  
Travel more.

AT WORK
Latest Trend: Lots of windows. 

Go-To Local Source:  
Ziegler Lumber Ltd. in Port Elgin.

Clients Ask For:  
Luxury feel at a reasonable price.

High-End Extra: Heated floors in the 
bathroom; steam showers.

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

vandolders.com

If it goes on the outside of your house,  
you’ll find it on the inside of ours.

Mountain Road, Collingwood  1-705-444-5601  |  28th Ave East, Owen Sound  1-519-376-1624

WANT TO KNOW WHAT’S NEW IN HOME IMPROVEMENT?

ASK THE HOME TEAM
YOUR DOOR, DEFINED
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We checked in with nine paint brands and this is 
what each has to say about their 2019 Colours of the 
Year. Some hues are inspired by nature, others are 
vibrant and fun. Will you go bold or neutral in this 
last year of the decade? 4

3
21

BENJAMIN 
MOORE 
Metropolitan (AF-690) 
A stylish grey with cool 
undertones, Metropolitan 
reflects the modern 
sophistication of 
21st-century design.

FARROW & BALL 
Rangwali (296)
An exotic hot pink inspired by 
the powder thrown during the 
Holi festival of colours in India. 
It’s one of nine new colours just 
introduced by Farrow & Ball.

BEHR 
Blueprint (S470-5) 
It’s that perfect middle-of-the-
road blue denim colour – not 
too dark, not too light, slightly 
worn to keep it comfortable, but 
with enough colour to be easily 
dressed up.

SHERWIN 
WILLIAMS
Cavern Clay (SW 7701) 
Forged by sun. Fired by 
desert. Ancient, yet fully alive. 
Bohemian, yet totally refined. 
Cavern Clay brings new life to 
any living space.

THE YEAR IN 
COLOUR

Paint_Color_Picks_2019.indd   1 2019-01-22   10:06 AM

Continued on page 98

Revolutionary  
Heating.

3006 Bruce Road 15, Tiverton ON 
519-368-5274  |  1-800-822-6487

heritagefirecompany.com

Today’s heat sources are  
varied and exciting!  

The options can be overwhelming, but 
we can help!  Gas, propane, wood, pellet, 

electric; you choose. Beautiful, efficient, and 
economical, you no longer have to choose 

practicality over aesthetics. 
You can heat your home the way you want.  

Let us help.

Heritage_fire_SP19.indd   1 2019-02-19   2:50 PM

DuluxPaint_SP19.indd   1 2019-01-29   1:00 PM
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VALSPAR
Valspar’s 12 Colours of the Year 
are mood-inspiring hues that 
encourage DIYers to embrace 
change and create a personalized 
home environment.  OH

SICO
Grand Manan Black (6161-
83) 
This colour is the perfect way to 
recreate the calming sensation 
of being in nature at home. 
Elegant and understated, it is 
versatile enough to complement 
any décor. 

BEAUTI-TONE 
Tropic of Conversation 
(SC194-3)
It’s fun to play with, either as 
an accent wall, on furniture 
pieces and interior doors, 
or hidden spots like inside 
closets or drawers. This bold 
colour choice is an homage 
to our positively powerful 
state of mind. 

PARA PAINT
Ginger Scent (336D) 
A colour that looks like soft 
terracotta that can be calming 
and elegant when combined 
with delicate neutrals but in 
turn has a second personality 
that is reminiscent of sherbet 
that is fun, vibrant and can 
be combined with bold hues, 
patterns and shapes.

PPG/DULUX
Night Watch 
(DLX1145-7)
Is a rich, luxurious, 
and classic shade of 
green allowing spaces 
to emulate the feeling 
of lush greenery and 
the healing power 
of nature.

9

Homey Cream (3007-6B)

Martinique Dawn (6003-3B)

Blushing Bride (2001-10B) 

Spring Squash (5002-10C)

Twilight Mist (4004-9B)

Angelic Blue (5003-9B)

Wishing Well (5002-10C)

Seattle Haze (4003-4B)

Green Water (5003-4A)

Metropolis Lilac (4001-6C) 

Lime Mousse 
(6008-9B)

Paint_Color_Picks_2019.indd   2 2019-01-22   10:07 AM

GreyBrucePaint_SP18.indd   1 2018-03-29   8:44 AM
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I n the 1900s this little area, just outside of Kincardine on the shores of Lake 
Huron, was a destination for families from Ripley, Gorrie, Teeswater, Detroit and 
New York. Renowned for its sandy beaches and incredible sunsets, its natural 

beauty was worth the journey, which back then, was long, difficult and hot. The 
simple cottages built on waterfront lots offered a place to sleep, eat and somewhere 
to sit when it rained. Vacationers’ days were filled with swimming, golf, entertaining 
and relaxing in the great outdoors. Today, the cottages are much more elaborate 
but the families enjoy their time much the same way as the early arrivals.

STORY SARA MARTIN
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

Continued on page 103

Royalthe

TREATMENT

The old cottage’s cathedral ceiling in the living room is something 
the homeowners said had to be incorporated into the new home. 
OPPOSITE, LEFT: The homeowners’ children crafted the colourful ball 
cap hook by the front door. TOP RIGHT: A glimpse of the beautiful 
shoreline of Lake Huron. BOTTOM RIGHT: The wide front porch is a 
quiet and protected spot to read or visit with neighbours. The style of 
the windows, the simple railings on the porch and the siding allow this 
cottage to blend in with the older buildings that dot this area. 
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When the owners of this cottage – originally built in 1927 – were 
introduced to this area by friends and family, they fell in love. Buying 
the cottage was an immediate decision. At the time, they thought they 
would be renovating. For two summer seasons, the family frolicked 
on the beach, swam in the lake, hosted friends and considered the 
next step for their old beauty from another age. However, knowing 
what they wanted from the cottage for the future, they realized that, 
unfortunately, it was time to tear it down and build new.

They created a list of wants and needs for their new cottage and at 
the top was a wish to replicate the original cottage’s living room into 
the new structure. With the help of an architect, thoughts were turned 
into drawings and the hunt for a builder began. 

On their way back and forth to Toronto, they passed the Royal 
Homes Ltd. design centre in Wingham. Seeing it was local, they did 
some research and were very impressed with the awards, quality of 
Royal’s home builds and the positive feedback they encountered.

They liked that all Royal Homes are built inside a heated warehouse 
that would protect the materials from being exposed to the extremes in 
temperature and weather that are typical of the area. 

CAREFULLY THOUGHT 
OUT TOUCHES ADD AGE TO 
THIS HOME AND REINFORCE
THE COTTAGE FEEL.

Continued on page 104

Seafoam green appears in the stools, the KitchenAid mixer and the Sophie 
Conran dishes – reminders that Lake Huron is right outside. OPPOSITE, 
BOTTOM: The traditional trim around the kitchen window is another nod 
to the history that once stood in this same spot. The glass subway tile has 
an iridescent quality and the mosaic pattern running along the top of the 
backsplash repeats the accent colour. Simple pulls are used on cabinetry 
and on the dining room cupboard.

Many weekend mornings 
start at the island with 
freshly squeezed orange 
juice and a nice hot coffee. 

In the dining room, the cabinet’s bead board back 
and open shelves host an ever-changing display 
of shells, decorative glass and candles. The dining 
chairs have custom upholstered seats that match 
the cushions on the stools in the kitchen. 
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RIGHT: In the rec room 
on the lower level, the 
family enjoys board 
games or movies on a 
rainy day. The blue and 
white slipcovers on the 
sofas and chairs add 
that beachy feel and 
are easy to clean. FAR 
RIGHT: Chris Weppler 
of Royal Homes 
Ltd. loves helping 
customers build their 
dream homes with the 
skilled craftsmen at 
Royal Homes. 

Royal Homes was hired. At a meeting at 
the old cottage, Designer Chris Weppler 
could see, first-hand, how to incorporate the 
cathedral ceiling into the new living room. As 
they progressed on the design, the wish list 
was double checked to make sure every item 
was incorporated before the drawings were 
handed over to the builders at Royal Homes. 

The home was divided into modules that 
would be fully constructed and then delivered 
to the site where a crane would set them on 
the new foundation.

Royal Homes handled the entire build, 
including the foundation, septic and new 
water hook-up. The owners did not have 
to worry about coordinating trades and 
deliveries or being on site to keep the 
project moving.

 The view of the lake was of utmost 
importance, so floor-to-ceiling windows 
frame the view and let the natural light pour in 
throughout the home. 

In the living room, a fieldstone fireplace 
was constructed. They decided to keep it as 
a wood-burning unit, the same as in the old 
cottage. Cooler evenings by the crackle and 
flame of real logs was a memory of the family’s 
first summers in this special spot. Continued on page 106

Pocket doors close off the kitchen area from
the bedrooms. Using the same style of frame
for the gallery wall is the secret to keeping
it cohesive. The growth chart on the wall is a
happy reminder of days gone by.
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Carefully thought-out touches add age to this home and reinforce 
the cottage feel, including in the kitchen. Cabinets reach to the top of 
the nine-foot ceiling and are a mix of wood and glass fronts. Bead board 
was added to the backs of the glass-fronted cabinets. The perimeter 
counters are wood and the island is finished with a butcher block 
top. One modern addition is the large pantry with pullout shelves so 
nothing gets lost in the back on those busy summer weekends. 

The dining room is in the same open space as the kitchen, where 
large doors lead to a deck at the rear of the house – the ideal spot to 
watch the water roll in and out. 

The living room, just beyond the dining room, is a perfect copy of the 
original where many new memories are being made.

The wide-plank pine flooring that extends throughout the home is 
aging to a deep honey colour. With a few scratches and bangs, it looks 
as if it’s been there for 100 years.

Adding to the authentic cottage look, the exterior of the home is 
finished in wood siding. The bevelled siding was installed in the same 
manner as the older cottages in the area. 

Preserving the past can be done in so many ways. The architecture 
of a building from close to 100 years ago has been preserved in a special 
way for this family by Royal Homes.  OH

ABOVE: In one of the daughter’s bedrooms, hot pink has been used as the 
accent colour. The duvet cover and Roman shade have flip-flop motifs while the 
contrasting plaid of the curtains and the bedskirt add another layer to this lovely 
room. TOP LEFT: The claw-foot tub was found in Toronto and refurbished. When 
it arrived on site it was installed in the module containing this bathroom and then 
lifted into place. To replicate the colours in this room, try using Benjamin Moore’s 
Palladian Blue and Cotton Balls. BELOW LEFT: In the master bedroom, a deep 
comfy chaise is positioned to see the view. Many great books have been read in 
this spot. A petite glass-and-metal side table is handy for flowers or a cup of tea.

519-396-2665
south-portmechanical.com

Geothermal PlumbingMechanical

WE’VE MOVED! Great new location. Same great service.  
Come visit us at 1362 Concession 9, Kincardine.

Southport_W18.indd   1 2018-11-07   4:58 PM
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INSULATION
NEVER STOPS WORKING

519-376-2772

SERVING GREY BRUCE & SIMCOE COUNTIES

www.greybruceinsulation.ca

GreyBruceInsulation_SP19.indd   2-3 2019-02-11   4:35 PM



WE’RE SEEING IT EVERYWHERE: THE
INTEGRATION OF SUSTAINABLE HANDMADE
PIECES INTO INTERIOR ENVIRONMENTS. IT’S AN
ENDURING TREND THAT’S HERE TO STAY. READ 
ON TO DISCOVER TWO MAJOR REASONS WHY.

WONDER 

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
Increasing globalization has led to an 
unprecedented level of consumer choice, but 
globalization is also leading to an increasing 
degree of consumer awareness. Customers 
are more and more interested in not just 
what they buy, but also how, why and where 
the goods and services have been produced. 
Companies (both big and small) who want 
to remain relevant and competitive in today’s 

marketplace not only consider the general 
welfare of people and the planet, but also have 
these principles built into their core brand 
identity (think environmentally-minded 
production, living wages and working 
conditions where employees can thrive). 

Enter social responsibility, an ethical 
framework that focuses on maximizing profits 
while having a beneficial impact on society 
and the environment. It’s all about creating a 
better world to live in, not only for today, but 

natural
STORY TAMARISK MCNALTY STEPHENS

design ideas

for our children and future generations. 
And one of the primary tenets of social 

responsibility is sustainability. 
What does sustainability mean? It’s 

about meeting the needs of today without 
compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their needs. A sustainable life cycle 
of a product is often referred to as “cradle to 
cradle” (C2C), wherein production techniques 
mimic nature and are efficient and essentially 
waste-free. This framework forms a closed 
loop, wherein all materials and byproducts 
can be reused. Opposite to C2C is “cradle to 
grave,” which is an unsustainable life cycle and 
a linear model, wherein waste is the outcome 
and the item ends up in landfill. 

HUMAN TOUCH
In our hyper-connected, technology-driven 
world with so much time spent in front of a 
screen, people are searching for ways to slow 
down. One of these ways can be found in a 
return to craft, which has brought an affinity 
for handmade, artisanal, one-of-a-kind pieces 
made with natural materials, traditional 
techniques and time-honoured processes. 

The human touch is something that 
cannot be replicated. Softening the machine-
made into a more organic, handcrafted form 
has a direct effect on how things are felt 
and experienced, and this interaction is a 
fundamental part of what gives items any 
meaning at all. 

In a 21st century world often focused 
on the optimization of consumption, the 
commodity that remains the most valuable 
in contemporary life is time – and time is 
what is required in the design, preparation 
and crafting of materials into handmade 
goods. This investment of the most valuable 
commodity is a reason why handmade items 
are so revered and sought-after.  

English architect and designer Edwin 
Heathcote writes: “We innately respond to 
things which have taken care and skill to 
make (skill takes time to learn), whether a 
good meal or a beautiful chair. It is not the 
expense of the materials that makes us feel 
a connection, but rather the way in which 
they have been treated from the time they 
are conceived through the making and their 
subsequent history.”

Natural and sustainable elements also 
have a way of grounding us and connecting 
us with the earth and our roots. Appreciating 
the beauty of imperfections 
of natural materials such 
as reclaimed, recycled and 

sustainably-harvested woods, handmade 
ceramics, artisan hand-baked clay tiles, and 
hand-loomed rugs have a way of warming 
up our homes and can provide a connection 
with the natural world that counteracts 
the pervasive technology-driven world we 
currently inhabit. 

Whether you’re purchasing a handmade 
item from a local artisan, or purchasing a 
piece made overseas that provides a woman 
the opportunity to support her family, every 
dollar you spend is a vote for the world you 
wish to see.  OH 

1. SERENDIPITY SOY CANDLE FACTORY: Hand Poured Pure Soy Candles  2. RUG & WEAVE: Green 
Sabra Silk Pillow  3. NORTHERN IRON: Six- Light Drum Iron Chandelier  4. SALTILLO IMPORTS INC: 
Hand Painted and Glazed Tiles  5. SISSY & ROCHÉ FINE ARTS: Handmade Pottery  6. SOL DESIGNS: 
Snap-Up Catchall Eco-Felt Bowl  7. KITRAS ART GLASS: Trees of Enchantment Hand-blown Glass 
Ornaments  8 & 9. HEIRLOOM 142 AND LAGOM 142: Hand-Carved Antique Dough Bowls and Hand 
Knotted Rugs  10. METALWOOD STUDIO: Salvaged Maple Tree Coffee Table  OH

1

2

3 4

5

6 7

8

9

10

LEFT: Hand pouring candles at 
Serendipity Soy Candle Factory. 

Shaping 
hot glass at 
Kitras Art 
Glass Studio.

DesignIdeas_Sustainable_Interiors.indd   DPS 2019-01-28   11:13 AM
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 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN GREY & BRUCE COUNTIES

INVEST IN THE SUN!  
Every hour the sun beams 
onto Earth provides more than 
enough energy to satisfy global 
needs for an entire year. Energy 
tides are turning and solar is 
being installed worldwide at an 
incredible pace – and Grey-
Bruce is no exception. 

Blackline Power offers 
two grid-connected solar 
options, net metering and self 
consumption. Both can be 
utilized with or without a high 
power storage/battery system. 
It is an amazing feeling knowing 
that your property is being 
powered by clean energy. Having 
a predictable electricity bill that 
is insulated from rising costs 
for 30-40 years is also a strong 
motivation. Solar is an excellent 
investment environmentally and 
economically that cannot be 
compared to real estate, stocks, 
etc. These can fluctuate wildly – 
solar does not.

There are no “typical” 
solar clients. Everyone from 
homeowners and farmers to 
commercial businesses are 
finding value in solar. Contact 
Blackline Power. They will 
evaluate your options and 
answer all of your questions. 
They have installed hundreds 
of rooftop and ground systems 
since 2009, and are highly 
trained/educated. Owner Rob 
Black is one of only 15 NABCEP-
certified installers in Ontario. 
They guarantee that you’ll love 
going solar!
Owen Sound
519.371.8945 | 888.438-3005
blacklinepower.com
(Please see ad on pg 33)

DULUX PAINTS OWEN 
SOUND – 100+ INSTOCK 
WALLPAPER PATTERNS 
At Dulux Paints Owen Sound 
we recognize that choosing 
something like wallpaper, off 
of a website or even out of 
a wallpaper book presents a 
unique set of challenges. Will 
the colour be the same once I 
order it? What does the pattern 
really look like? There are 
still a handful of stores in the 
area that may sell wallpaper 
with books to look through, 
but there is nothing quite like 
being able look, touch and feel 
what will be going up into your 
home, before spending your 
hard earned dollar. 

Never applied wallpaper 
before? Not sure how to take 
off what’s already there? Luckily 
at Dulux Paints Owen Sound 
you have expert staff ready to 
help educate and calculate 
what is needed for your home, 
office or business, large or 
small. If 100+ still isn’t enough, 
we carry books by YORK, 
BREWSTER, PROVINCAL and 
more, dealing with anything 
from artisanal grass-cloth 
to commercial grade vinyl. 
However we always strive to 
keep our in-stock pattern at an 
accessible and affordable price 
point with most bolts starting 
at less than $40. 

Giving your small space 
that needed facelift is easier 
than you think – come in and 
get inspired so you can stop 
putting it off, and start rolling 
it on, at Dulux Paints Owen 
Sound.
519.376.5121 | dulux.ca
949 10th St W, Owen Sound
(Please see ad on pg 97)

BRUCE TELECOM 
The world has changed 
dramatically in one century. 
Bruce Telecom has never lost 
sight of why it started in 1911 – to 
help people connect, to stay 
intensely local, and to provide 
exceptional service to customers.

Its rural roots are as 
authentic as the farmers who 
came together to start it all. 
Together they created the Bruce 
Municipal Telephone System, 
a co-operative between local 
community members where 
trusted partners and opinions 
mattered. Although the business 
has evolved over 100 years, the 
foundation of values they built 
have remained committed to 
loyalty, honesty and quality.

Today Bruce Telecom is the 
region’s local communications 
leader. Trustworthy home phone, 
freedom of mobile, access to 
high-speed Internet, digital 
television – Bruce Telecom 
is readily available with the 
high-quality, secure, reliable 
technologies that ensure its 
customers across the region have 
everything they need to keep on 
top of it all just about everywhere 
they are.

Bruce Telecom employees 
come from the local area, not 
a large corporate centre, or a 
far-off place. They enjoy their 
work because they’re helping 
neighbours and families directly. 

Bruce Telecom has been 
determined in holding true to 
one simple promise through over 
one century of transformations 
and reinventions: Connecting 
our Community. 
519.368.2000
1.866.517.2000
brucetelecom.com
(Please see ad on pg 19)

2019 GREY HIGHLANDS 
HOME SHOW
Grey Highlands is excited to 
present the second edition 
of the Grey Highlands Home 
Show, a must-visit event 
for anyone who is not only 
interested in where they live, 
but how they live.

Building on the 
overwhelming success of the 
inaugural show last year, the 
2019 edition will showcase 
over 100 exhibitors and 
presenters focusing on home 
improvements, renovations, 
real estate, landscaping 
and other home and garden 
related services.

This year’s Show will 
also introduce an Artisanal 
Marketplace and a 
demonstration stage that will 
feature speakers throughout 
the day focusing on a variety 
of home and garden related 
topics. Visitors to this year’s 
Show will notice a focus on 
future-friendly, environmental 
and sustainable building 
practices and trends.

Free admission and 
parking, a children’s craft 
zone, interactive exhibits, 
bucket loads of inspiration and 
the best-of-the-best in local 
building and design, the Grey 
Highlands Home Show is the 
place to be on May 4, 2019.

A full list of exhibitors and 
presenters will be available 
online. 
Grey Highlands Home Show 
Saturday, May 4 – 9am to 4pm
Flesherton Arena & Kinplex 
2 Highland Dr, Flesherton
greyhighlandshomeshow.ca 
(Please see ad on pg 15)

GSS ENGINEERING 
CONSULTANTS LTD. 
GSS Engineering Consultants 
Ltd. is an Owen Sound based 
engineering company serving 
communities within Grey, Bruce 
and Simcoe counties. We have 
Engineers, Technologists, 
Draftspersons, Surveyors 
and staff with Hydrogeology 
experience.

We have assisted new and 
existing homeowners, and 
developers in the following areas:

• Site Survey
• Grading and Drainage Plans
• Erosion Control, Storm 

Water Management including 
flood mapping

• Sewage Systems including 
Septic Design and inspection by 
BCIN certified staff

• Shoreline Protection 
Designs

• Retaining Wall Design
• Field Inspections
• Landscaping Designs 

including pond design and 
features

• Boat launch ramps and 
Docks design

• Soccer field designs 
including drainage

• Skateboard parks and 
playground designs

• Municipality and 
Government Approvals

• Commercial, Institutional 
Site Developments

• Subdivision Development
• Certification to Government 

Agencies
Call us to consult our 

experienced and friendly staff.
1010 9th Ave W, Unit 104D
Owen Sound | 519.372.4828
gssengineering.ca
(Please see ad on pg 93)

 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN GREY & BRUCE COUNTIES

BLENDED INTERIORS 
Blended Interiors is a creative 
and dynamic design team 
dedicated to creating beautiful 
homes and exceptional spaces. 
Working with clients to plan their 
dream home or elevating spaces 
that need a fresh look, Blended 
Interiors can manage the design 
process from start to finish.

Blended Interiors is an 
approachable design source 
for the busy professional who 
appreciates high style, custom 
details and values the benefits 
of having a trained eye guide 
them through the process. We 
pride ourselves on excellent 
communication between client 
and trades, creating a fun and 
easy experience that is catered 
to the individual needs of  
our client.

Our services include a wide 
range of interior space design 
options, from floor plans to 
complete 3D renderings. We 
also focus on the details, such 
as cabinet and millwork design; 
lighting plans; furniture layout 
and sourcing; and fixtures/
finishes (including for exteriors). 
Blending your style with the 
hottest trends and timeless 
favourites, Blended Interiors 
works for you!

Let us help you get started on 
your next project with a 1-hour 
complimentary in-home design 
consultation! 
519.270.6799
blendedinteriors@gmail.com

 @blendedinteriors
 Blended Interiors
 blendedinteriors.houzz.com

(Please see ad on pg 27)

GREY BRUCE COATINGS 
AND INSULATION 
Grey Bruce Coatings and 
Insulation LTD has been 
helping keep Grey, Bruce and 
Simcoe counties warm since 
1974. Things have grown since 
that one-truck, two-person 
operation.

We currently have two 
polyurethane foam trucks and 
two cellulose fibre attic trucks 
as well as a licensed carpentry 
crew.

Grey Bruce Coatings and 
Insulation offers full insulation 
services. From small crawl 
spaces that need polyurethane 
foam to insulating an entire 
new build, we can take care 
of it.

Grey Bruce Coatings and 
Insulation has always been 
on the forefront of energy 
efficiency. We were one of 
the first companies in the 
area to offer polyurethane 
foam. We still aim to provide 
customers with state-of-the-art 
knowledge and expertise. 

We’ve had a licensed 
carpenter on staff for over 30 
years. We specialize in window 
and door replacements as well 
as decks and renovations.

Please contact us to 
see how over 40 years of 
experience can help with your 
project. 
519.376.2772
greybruceinsualtion.ca
Bognor
(Please see ad on pg 108&109)

Continued on page 114

THE WOODWORM 
The WoodWorm commenced 
operations in 2004 designing 
and fabricating custom millwork 
for hospital diagnostic imaging 
departments. Concurrently, the 
owners, Andy and Deane Galea, 
expanded their scope of services 
to include custom fireplace 
mantels with associated cabinetry, 
audiovisual entertainment centres 
and home office workstations.

As the company matured, we 
came to realize that our passion is 
“Delivering Innovative Solutions 
in Wood”. We offer our clients 
custom design services (using CAD 
drawing generation), precision 
fabrication and installation.

As our business evolved, our 
scope of services expanded to 
include precision cultured stone tile 
installation to accommodate the 
new fireplace stone wall settings.

Kitchen efficiency upgrades 
are also areas in which we have 
delivered to our clients an 
economical transition to a new 
kitchen utilizing existing cabinet 
carcasses with new faces and 
increased efficiency modules (as 
well as stone backsplashes and 
contemporary lighting).

Additionally, we believe 
that we are unique in the area 
supplying custom designed and 
fabricated Murphy Bed systems 
with associated accenting and 
functional cabinetry. With many 
couples retiring to the area and 
downsizing, we believe that there 
is a significant opportunity for us to 
assist clients in converting second 
bedrooms to home office/guest 
bedroom settings.

We enjoy interactive 
“visioneering” and delivering 
unique client-specific solutions.
519.376.6323 | thewoodworm.com
(Please see ad on pg 23)
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 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN GREY & BRUCE COUNTIES

HEIDESIGNS  
Heidesigns has been providing 
Interior Design services to clients 
in the Grey-Bruce area since 
1998. 

Heidi, with partner and 
husband Kevin Schaus, will 
bring good function, practical 
decisions, product knowledge 
and the ability to illustrate 
designs to every project. We 
are passionate about providing 
the best design experience. We 
can help you make confident 
decisions and bring value to your 
project by protecting against 
costly on-site decisions and 
changes during the build.  

Heidesigns can create 
accurate photo realistic 
perspectives of your ongoing 
or future project. Whether you 
have a set of plans from a builder 
or want us to design something 
from scratch, we can bring your 
ideas to life. 

Once the design has been 
established, we can take the 
project to completion with 
finishes, furnishings, colours, 
lighting and more. 

Living and working in Grey-
Bruce has meant a vast array 
of projects: everything from 
new construction, renovations, 
residential and commercial 
spaces, farm houses, estates 
homes, backyard escapes, and 
a whole lot of kitchen and bath 
renovations. 

Let Heidesigns bring clarity 
and peace of mind by illustrating 
your next project! 
126 10th St, Hanover
519.901.1183 
Find us on houzz.com  
heidesigns.ca  
(Please see ad on pg 125)

RIVERWOOD GARDENS...  
BE INSPIRED 
Riverwood Gardens is a 
destination garden centre located 
between Durham and Hanover in 
the heart of West Grey. Specializing 
in newer, uncommon and hard to 
find perennials, trees and shrubs, 
we offer distinctive selections 
that are sure to impress. We are 
passionate about landscapes, and 
believe that gardens should reflect 
an individual’s personality, while 
offering beauty and inspiration 
year round. Whether you are 
looking for a private garden 
consultation, a specimen tree that 
offers jaw-dropping beauty in every 
season, dwarf conifers, work-horse 
perennials or the hottest new 
hydrangeas, we have or can source 
the plants you’re looking for.

Riverwood also offers extensive 
display gardens that are open to 
the public. Designed to inspire, 
our gardens feature 85 different 
species of trees, hundreds of 
varieties of daylilies and hostas, 
and one of the largest conifer and 
peony collections in Grey-Bruce, 
as well as Japanese maples, 
rhododendrons and hydrangeas. 
Almost everything we carry in the 
garden centre is already planted in 
the display beds, providing guests 
the opportunity to see how a plant 
performs, allowing us to evaluate 
what does well, lives up to the 
hype, or is best left on the shelf.

We invite you to visit 
Riverwood, find your Eden, and 
be inspired.
Open Thursday – Saturday,  
May – Thanksgiving
Anne and Phil Bartlett
302441 Conc 2 SDR  
RR1 Hanover
519.369.1659
(Please see ad on pg 27)

MCMILLEN ELECTRIC 
AND COMPLETE HOME 
INSPECTIONS 
McMillen Electric and 
Complete Home Inspections is 
locally owned and operated, and 
committed to serving Grey and 
Bruce counties. We work hard to 
provide quality work at reasonable 
rates, and take pride in each job 
that we complete. Customer 
satisfaction is a top priority! 

Whether you need electrical 
services for new construction 
projects, renovations, or repairs, 
we are here to meet your 
residential and commercial 
needs. Some of our services 
include: • Electrical installation 
for new construction • Panel and 
service upgrades • House rewires 
(replacement of knob & tube 
wiring, ungrounded wire) • Surge 
protection • Installation of fixtures, 
wiring devices, recessed and low 
voltage lighting, in-floor heat, 
baseboards, hot tubs, security and 
landscape lighting • Generator 
installations (standby, or portable 
plug-in) • Smoke detectors and 
strobe lights.

McMillen’s also provides 
professional home inspection 
services to help customers make 
informed decisions when buying 
or selling a home. We apply 
knowledge and skill to visually 
inspect possible defects and 
examine the overall conditions 
of your home using a simple and 
easy to understand written report 
(including photos, illustrations, 
and recommendations).

We look forward to meeting 
your electrical and home 
inspection needs! 
519.378.4909
info@mcmillenelectric.ca
mcmillenelectric.ca
(Please see ad on pg 87)

SMITTY’S FINE FURNITURE 
Smitty’s Fine Furniture is 
a respected family owned 
and operated business for 
the past 70 years located in 
Hanover and Kitchener. Smitty’s 
business was built by providing 
consistent and unparalleled 
service in our showroom 
right through to our one-year 
in-home warranty promise.

Customer service and 
tremendous furniture value are 
our trademark. We have a very 
clear vision of selling quality 
furniture with an emphasis 
on “Made In Canada”. Over 
80% of our showrooms feature 
Canadian-made sofas, bedroom 
and dining room suites.

Come and visit our 
showrooms and enjoy the 
comfortable surroundings of 
our beautifully fully decorated 
rooms which showcase the very 
latest in home furnishing trends, 
styles and colours, so you can 
visualize how the products will 
look in your home.

Shop in a relaxed, 
no-pressure atmosphere. 
Our knowledgeable and 
professional sales consultants 
and interior decorators will 
work with you one-on-one 
providing the personal 
attention you deserve.

Smitty’s offers full delivery 
and setup service of everything 
we sell in our wide delivery area. 
170 3rd Street, Hanover 
1.800.265.5533 
170 Gateway Park Dr, 
Kitchener 
1.800.265.2370 
smittysfinefurniture.com 
(Please see ad on pg 127)

RESIDENTIAL HOSPICE 
GREY BRUCE 
Chapman House operated 
by Residential Hospice of 
Grey Bruce is a free-standing 
residential hospice that serves 
Grey & Bruce counties.

Our community hospice is 
a centre of excellence with a 
multidisciplinary team, providing 
compassionate, dignified, 
patient-centered care to 
individuals with a progressive 
life-limiting illness, empowering 
them to live well while dying.

Chapman House has eight 
suites in a newly constructed, 
purpose built facility in Owen 
Sound. The palliative care team 
and volunteers provide a range 
of medical and support services 
around the clock.

Our hospice home has fewer 
restrictions than an institutional 
setting. Family members are 
encouraged to visit with their 
loved ones at any time and to 
participate in their end-of-life 
care. The resident rooms include 
comfortable living spaces for 
family members to stay day or 
night. There are no set visiting 
hours so that family members 
can come and go as they please. 

Hospice care at Chapman 
House is available free of charge 
to patients and their families. 
Support from the community is 
heavily relied upon to continue 
providing this much needed 
care. 
You can support palliative 
care in your community 
by making a donation at 
greybrucehospice.com or by 
calling 519.370.7239
(Please see ad on pg 89)

 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN GREY & BRUCE COUNTIES

OWEN SOUND’S HOME & 
COTTAGE EXPO 
“Better than a big city show!” 
– a comment by one of our 
thousands of happy visitors.
This isn’t your usual small-town 
home show. After more than 20 
years under the guiding hand 
of its three host partners, the 
Home & Cottage Expo is well 
established as the only truly 
regional home show in the area, 
drawing exhibitors and visitors 
from throughout southern 
Ontario. Exhibitors know they 
will meet serious consumers and 
not only pick up solid leads, but 
also sign up customers, and sell 
products. Visitors will find the 
best selection of exhibitors north 
of the 401.

Stop by the Home & Cottage 
Expo on April 27 or 28 to meet 
contractors, interior designers, 
landscapers, home improvement 
specialists, outdoor 
recreationalists, consumer 
electronics suppliers, and much 
more – all in one convenient 
location. This year, the Home & 
Cottage Expo is presented by 
Sunspace by Grey Bruce Patio 
Enclosures.

Returning this year, each 
visitor will have the chance to 
win a cash prize, no purchase 
necessary, by visiting select 
booths listed on the Home 
& Cottage Expo-dition Prize 
Passport. Check out the Home 
& Cottage Expo at the Bayshore 
Community Centre in Owen 
Sound on Saturday April 27th 
and Sunday April 28th, 2019. 
Visit homeandcottageexpo.
com for more details
(Please see ad on pg 99)

SANDY HAMILTON 
PLUMBING AND HEATING 
(NORTHERN HEATING AND 
VENTILATION)  
Over 40 years of trusted service 
in Grey, Bruce & Simcoe counties 
for your Heating, Cooling and 
Plumbing needs.

HEATING:
• Gas, Propane and Electric 
Furnaces
• Geothermal Heat Pump 
Systems
• In Floor Heating
• Forced Air
• Hydronic Radiant Heat
• Hydronic Boiler
• Fireplaces (Gas, Propane and 
Electric)

COOLING:
• Central Air Conditioning
• Ventilation systems
• Duct and ventilation design

PLUMBING:
• Sewer Auguring, Jetting and 
Camera Service
• Water Treatment Systems
• Pressure Systems
• Septic Systems
• Water Well Services
• Complete plumbing services 
from service calls, renovations 
and new construction for 
residential and commercial.

At Sandy Hamilton 
Plumbing and Heating 
(Northern Heating and 
Ventilation) we pride ourselves 
on providing the best equipment 
with dependable service from 
the moment we quote, to the 
complete install and continuing 
with service for years to come.
Carissa Horton
Service Coordinator
c/o Sandy Hamilton  
Plumbing & Heating Inc.
324097 The Glen Road, 
Priceville | 519.369.1011
(Please see ad on pg 18)

DB TRAILBLAZERS 
Have you ever dreamed 
of creating a personal trail 
system on your property? 
Allow the natural beauty of 
your land to shine through 
and enjoy hiking, biking, 
skiing, and ATV’ing right in 
your own backyard. Take full 
advantage of the four seasons 
of outdoor adventure here in 
Grey County with a custom 
trail system designed with 
your vision in mind. We start 
with a complimentary on-site 
consultation and follow 
through with full design build 
services to bring that vision to 
fruition.

Need help keeping your 
trails at their best? We take 
care of everything that crosses 
your paths with our on-call 
and scheduled maintenance 
services.

DB Trailblazers is equipped 
with an arsenal of specialized 
tools designed to shine on 
the trail and in the back 40. 
Whether we are designing 
a new trail, reclaiming an 
existing trail from the wild, or 
regular trail maintenance to 
keep it all safe and accessible, 
we offer a full range of services 
to showcase your forest at  
its finest.

We understand your 
connection to your land and 
strive to honour the memories 
you have built and the new 
ones yet to come by creating 
truly unique and special 
spaces for you and your family 
to explore. 
519.447.4474
DBTrailblazers.ca
(Please see ad on pg 117)
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To order a listing in  Marketplace, please contact: 
Betty Ann Fawcett | 519.986.2599 | bettyann.fawcett@ourhomes.ca Marketplace

We pride ourselves on offering the highest value  
on all the products we service & install.

READ HILTON & GAIL CRAWFORD
SALES REPRESENTATIVES

Direct: 519 986 4545
Read@ReadHilton.com
Gail@GailCrawford.com

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE LIMITED, BROKERAGE
393 FIRST STREET, SUITE 100 COLLINGWOOD ONTARIO

with global reach through Christie’s 
International Real Estate.

ReadHilton.com — Click for Gail’s MOVIES

Selling Real Estate in 
the Beaver Valley

THIS IS NOT INTENDED TO SOLICIT BUYERS OR SELLERS UNDER CONTRACT WITH A BROKERAGE.

AWAY WITH GEESE

www.awaywithgeese.com

Residential, industrial, 
dock and floating 

units available

Amber 360 solar powered light 
disrupts the sleep of the geese.
• 30-day trial  • Maintenance-free 
• Environmentally friendly 
• Humane for geese  • Safe for humans

For information 
and Pricing:

905.516.9009 
dg.candetec@bell.net

PROMPT
PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE

Smith Water Systems
a divisio

n of SD Smith Drilling Co. Ltd.

• Wells
• Treatment Equipment
• Pumps
• Licensed by MOE
• Member of OGWA

519-986-4743 • smithwatersystems.ca

SERVING ONTARIO FOR 55+ YEARS

The Area’s Premier Moving 
Company For Over 50 Years

OUR inspiration becomes YOUR reality
Home Tours, Style Ideas, Recipes & DIYs

Follow OUR HOMES on Pinterest, Facebook and Instagram for the latest updates.

celebrating life at home

RECENT TOP POST  
Log Home /Caledon Hills

RECENT TOP POST  
Cottage / Indian River 

RECENT TOP PIN  
Log Home /Caledon Hills

2019_WebPromo.indd   1 2019-02-20   8:31 AM

COLOUR
of the year

PANTONE

SPRING 2019

ourhomes.ca/greybruce

BREEZEWAY 
TO HAPPINESSplus:

HONOURING 

HISTORY

bathroom
TRENDS

HAPPY
POLLINATORS

GRILL
GET A NEW

familyBUILDING

bonds

SUBSCRIBE

Now receive OUR HOMES premium local 
magazines directly in your mailbox! 

*$2655
+HST

4 ISSUES PER YEAR

1-YEAR RATE PER REGION
*US subscribers add $10.00 CDN*Foreign subscribers     add $30.00 CDN

CHOOSE YOUR REGION(S) & SUBSCRIBE TODAY:
subscribe@ourhomes.ca | 705.445.5065 x200

celebrating life at home

OUR HOMES publishes 14 regional magazines 
quarterly. View them all online at ourhomes.ca!



BREAK OUT THE BARBECUE, IT’S
GRILLING TIME. GAS, ELECTRIC OR
CHARCOAL - BIG OR SMALL - PICK OUT
THE BEST GRILL FOR YOU.

MASTERS
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FinishingTouch_Grills2019.indd   1 2019-02-15   4:51 PM

Continued on page 120

Located at Highway 6 & 21, Springmount (Near Owen Sound)
519.371.2963   |  www.thefyreplace.com

Since 1973

Specializing  
in Quality 

North American  
Casual Furniture
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WEBER: Jumbo Joe Charcoal Grill 18-inch in Black

CASUSGRILL: 100% Biodegradable BBQ

BROIL KING: Smoke Vertical Charcoal Smoker

COLEMAN: Roadtrip 285 Portable Stand-Up Propane Grill

WEBER: Q 1400 Electric Grill in Dark Grey

NAPOLEON: Prestige PRO 665 in Black with  
Infrared Rear and Side Burner

WEBER: Spirit II E-310 Gas Grill in Sapphire  OH

Canadian-made. 
No fossil fuels. 
Al l natural 
materials. 

The ideal solution for 
condo and apartment 
balconies.

Perfect for camping 
and tailgating.

NAPOLEON: APOLLO 300 Charcoal Grill and Water 
Smoker in Black

Ribs, 
sausage or 
whole f ish 
can be hung 
easily in 
the smoking 
chamber. 

BROIL KING: Porta-Chef Stove

FinishingTouch_Grills2019.indd   2 2019-02-15   4:52 PM

a division of the Wiarton Home Building Centre

160 Berford Street 
Wiarton ON  

519.534.5599   
wiartonhhbc.com

Hanover

Kitchen    

Bath    

Flooring    

Beaver Homes

The Better Way To Build

SALES & SERVICE • NEW & USED
Hwy 21, Southampton     519-797-3905 
 www.squaredealneils.ca

Large enough to serve you, small enough to care!For over 60 years!
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ALTERNATIVE ENERGY
Blackline Power, 33, 112

APPLIANCES
Square Deal Neil’s TV & Appliances, 121

ARCHITECTURAL STONE
Shouldice Designer Stone, 2

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES,  
STUDIOS & WORKSHOPS
Yükselle Fine Art, 23

BUILDERS
Alair Homes, 15

Candue Homes, 73

Cushnie Contracting, 61

Dennison Homes, 9
Great Lakes Custom Homes, 25

High R Construction, 14

Hill Build, 7
Racicot Construction, 19

Royal Homes Ltd., 105

Snyder Development, 4
The Great Lakes Frame Company, 12

Valley Home Improvements, 18

Wiarton Home Building Centre, 121

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Centre Grey Building Supplies, 31

Flesherton/Markdale Home Hardware, 31

Moggie Valley Timber Inc., 14

Wiarton Home Building Centre, 121

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
FINE WOODWORKING
Bruce County Custom Cabinets, 9
Exquisite Wood Design, 17

South Gate Cabinets, 37

The Woodworm, 23, 112

Topnotch Furniture, 128

Van Dolder’s Kitchen & Bath, 33

HOME INSPECTION
McMillen Electric & Complete  
	 Home Inspection, 87, 114

HOME ORGANIZATION
Blended Interiors, 27, 112

Wilson Solutions, 64&65

HOT TUBS/POOLS/SAUNAS
The Water Store, 53

INSULATION
Grey Bruce Coatings & Insulation,  
	 108&109, 113

High R Construction, 14

INTERIOR DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Blended Interiors, 27, 112

Cuneo Interiors Ltd., 6, 75

Décor Design, 49

Heidesigns, 125

House Rules Design Shop, 77

K-Interiors, 9
Tamarisk Interior Design, 61

KITCHEN AND BATH
Bathworks, 47

Bruce County Custom Cabinets, 9
Elegant Solutions/Cambria, 5
Exquisite Wood Design, 17

House Rules Design Shop, 77

South Gate Cabinets, 37

Van Dolder’s Kitchen & Bath, 33

Wiarton Home Building Centre, 121

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
Ground Effects Landscapes, 119

Hutten & Co. Land and Shore, 3
Peninsula Out of Doors, 37

Rock Solid Landscapes, 51

MOVING & STORAGE
John Thompson Movers, 117

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE & STONE
Elegant Solutions/Cambria, 5
The Old Barn, 78&79

DECKING
NPR Northern Points Roofing  
	 & Exteriors, 81

Postech Grey Bruce, 77

ELECTRICAL
Dingwall Electric, 77

McMillen Electric & Complete  
	 Home Inspection, 87, 114

ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS
GSS Engineering Inc., 93, 113

EXCAVATING/SITE PREP/SEPTIC
Mac Taylor Corporation, 53

FARM SUPPLIES & MACHINERY
Frontier Sales and Equipment, 56&57

MSD Inc., 35

Stoltz Sales & Service, 87

FENCING AND GATES
Built Wright Fencing, 73

MSD Inc., 35

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/MORTGAGES
The Co-Operators/Markdale, Dundalk, 53

FIREPLACES & STOVES/ 
HEATING & COOLING
Air Tech Mechanical, 89

Chantico Fireplace Gallery, 45

Heritage Fire Co., 97

Pratt Plumbing and Heating, 117

Sandy Hamilton Plumbing &  
	 Heating Inc., 18, 114

South-Port Mechanical Geothermal, 91, 107

The Fyre Place & Patio Shop, 31, 119

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
Forest Creek Estates – RCR Royal LePage  
	 Brokerage Boersma Team, 55

Snyder Development, 4

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Maxwell Garden Center, 35

MSD Inc., 35

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES
Maxwell Garden Center, 35

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 6
Cuneo Interiors Ltd., 6, 75

Dulux Paints Owen Sound, 97, 113

Grey Bruce Paint & Décor, 99

Home Hardware, 10

Martin’s Home Hardware, 6

PAINTING, PRIMING, BLASTING  
& STAINING
Custom Soda Prep & Paint, 8
Paint & Woodcare Co., 8
Premier Industrial Painting, 125

TNT Dry Ice Blasting, 8

PEST CONTROL
Away With Geese, 117

PLUMBING
Bathworks, 47

Pratt Plumbing and Heating, 117

Sandy Hamilton Plumbing &  
	 Heating Inc., 18, 114

Smith Water Systems, 117

REAL ESTATE
Chestnut Park, 13

Chestnut Park – Read Hilton, 117

RCR Royal LePage Brokerage – 
	 Boersma Team, 55

Royal Lepage Advantage Royal Group –  
	 Scott Crowther, 54

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM
Cuneo Interiors Ltd., 6, 75

Dean’s Carpet One Floor & Home, 49

Moggie Valley Timber Inc., 14

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING
Top of the Rock, 31

FURNITURE/HOME DÉCOR/ 
GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Country Charm, 11

Grey Bruce Paint & Décor, 99

Home Decor & More, 23

House Rules Design Shop, 77

Inside Ideas, 12

Smitty’s Fine Furniture, 115, 127

The Fyre Place & Patio Shop, 31, 119

The Rusty Star, 81

Topnotch Furniture, 128

Wiarton Home Building Centre, 121

GARDEN CENTRES/GREENHOUSES
Maxwell Garden Center, 35

Riverside Greenhouses, 49

Riverwood Gardens, 27, 115

GEOTHERMAL
Sandy Hamilton Plumbing &  
	 Heating Inc., 18, 114

South-Port Mechanical Geothermal,  
	 91, 107

GREEN LIVING
Blackline Power, 33, 112

HOME IMPROVEMENT/RENOVATIONS
Great Lakes Custom Homes, 25

Racicot Construction, 19

Valley Home Improvements, 18

Van Dolder’s Custom Exteriors, 95

ROOFING
NPR Northern Points Roofing  
	 & Exteriors, 81

SERVICES
Aging in Place, 25

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
Residential Hospice of Grey Bruce, 89, 115

SPECIAL EVENTS
Grey & Bruce Hike For Hospice –  
	 Residential Hospice of Grey Bruce, 89, 115

Grey Highlands Home Show, 15, 113

Home & Cottage Expo, 99, 114

STONE PRODUCTS
West Shore Stone & Brick Inc., 93

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
Bruce Telecom, 19, 112

TRAIL BUILDING
DB Trailblazers, 115, 117

WATER TREATMENT
Smith Water Systems, 117

The Water Store, 53

WINDOW FASHIONS
Budget Blinds of Owen Sound, 23

Cuneo Interiors Ltd., 6, 75

Dean’s Carpet One Floor & Home, 49

Décor Design, 49

Inside Ideas, 12

WINDOWS & DOORS
Paisley Architectual Millwork Ltd., 53

Van Dolder’s Custom Exteriors, 95

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/greybruce. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses below appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email bettyann.fawcett@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 519.986.2599.
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LIVING 
CORAL

PANTONE’S 
COLOUR OF 2019
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Continued on page 126

Media Blasting | Staining
Sealing | Painting  

Call us today for a free estimate!
Office: 519.506.3735
 Cell: 226.668.5918

premier@wightman.ca
premierindustrialpainting.ca

Premier
Industrial 
Painting

Epoxy Floors - Residential,
Commercial & Industrial

LOG HOME REFINISHING

DRIVEWAY CLEANING & SEALING

EPOXY FLOORS
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11

14

12

13

15

1. BLUESTAR: 48-inch Platinum Series Range in Coral  2. STRUCTUBE: Armonia Woven Throw in 
Terracotta  3. SILVA: Stephanie Chair  4. DANICA: Small Square Lava Rock Baking Dish and Blue Geo 
Stamped Bowl  5. ANTHROPOLOGIE: Sage Garden Pot Mini in Coral  6. ROBERT ABBEY: Delta Table 
Lamp in Melon  7. FUSION MINERAL PAINT: Paint in Coral  8. BABA SOUK: Moroccan Pouf in Coral 
Leather  9. LA-Z-BOY: Violet Loveseat in Chili  10. KITCHENAID: Artisan Series 5 Quart Tilt-Head Stand 
Mixer in Bird of Paradise  11. TONIC LIVING: Sweeny Rug  12. GOOGLE: Google Home Mini in Coral  
13. IKEA: Självständig Chair in Pink  14. HIP HAVEN: Retro Bullet Planter in Coral  15. SURYA: Ellery 
and Merdo Pillows  16. TREND LAB: Shell Hamper/Laundry Basket in Coral  17. BIG CHILL: Slim Fridge 
in Salmon Pink  18. MURALS WALLPAPER: Living Coral Reef Pattern Wallpaper Mural  19. FIRECLAY 
TILE: Ogee Drop and Field Tile in Mesolite  20. TEMPAPER: Flamingo Self-Adhesive Wallpaper in 
Cheeky Pink  21. BENJAMIN MOORE: Paint in Coral Reef (012) & Fan Coral (013)  22. KALON STUDIOS: 
Caravan Crib in Coral  23. WHYTE & COMPANY: Chester Farmhouse Sink in Coral  OH

17

18

19

16

21

20

22

23

Pantone2109LivingCoral.indd   3 2019-01-21   4:39 PM

smittysfinefurniture.com

Hanover Showroom 170 3rd Street 519-364-3800 Hours: M-F 10am-6pm Sat 9am-5pm Sun 11am-5pm
Kitchener Showroom 170 Gateway Park Drive 519-658-9313 Hours: M-W 10am-6pm T-F 10am-8pm Sat 10am-6pm Sun 11am-5pm

Smitty_SP19.indd   1 2019-02-22   4:39 PM
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Over 18 years of professional design and manufacturing.

topnotchfurniture.com
 

519.335.3213

m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  f i n e  f u r n i t u r e

89446 Fordwich Line, 1 km North of Hwy 87, Gorrie

TopNotch_SP19.indd   1 2019-02-11   5:20 PM


