
a combination of 3D software and precision, computerized 

numerical control (CNC) machines, sets them apart. “Most 

cabinetmakers are still in the 20th century,” says John. “Our 

shop is fully automated between the 3D design, our computers 

and the CNC. These big machines cut cabinets faster and more 

accurately than people.” 

WHAT’S HOT: Solid colours continue to be a trending choice in 

cabinetry finishing, especially glossy acrylics, which are a current 

and popular option. 

FAVOURITES: Exquisite Wood clients return time and again to 

some enduring styles, such as kitchen islands that add timeless 

wood character to a solid colour or acrylic kitchen. “Variations 

on white are always a favourite, and large oversize cabinet pulls 

have become very popular,” adds Ariel. She also notes that 

quartz has surpassed granite for counters due to the number of 

styles and colours, and its maintenance-free durability. 

GET THERE: 1980 20th St. E., Owen Sound,  

519.370.0808 | ewdesigns.ca  OH

THE PLACE: Eight years ago John Carscadden and Bryan 

Duncan moved into a 20,000 sq.ft. facility in the industrial 

district of Owen Sound. It might be a little off the shopping 

path, but they had a vision: to craft completely custom, high-

quality kitchens to suit each client’s needs. In 2008 Exquisite 

Wood Designs Inc. was born, and just like any baby, it grew 

up fast. The showroom filled up one floor, then the next, and 

then another. Clients came knocking, and as they like to say at 

Exquisite Wood, “the designs came to life.”

THE STYLE: At Exquisite Wood, the team is busy designing 

custom cabinetry, wet bars, kitchens, vanities, staircases, 

mouldings and trim with 3D graphics. Personal consultations 

with designer Ariel Risk, custom colours, a variety of material 

options beyond traditional wood, and attention to fine detail 

are some of the finer elements that make the shop unique. Their 

use of automation in the carpentry process, made possible by 
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