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• Specialized Wine Boutique

• Restaurant Reservations

• Event Bookings

• Wine Tastings

• Plan your Niagara wine experience!

Your Gateway to the best of  Niagara Wine Country

Come see all that 
Wine Country has to offer!

The Outlet Collection at Niagara

300 Taylor Rd.,  Niagara-on-the-Lake

 Ontario, Canada  L0S 1J0

Hours: Mon. to Sat. 10-9 | Sun. 11-6

Representing:

Bring this ad to our boutique for a complimentary
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NOW OPEN

Jennifer Daniel
welcomes you to the country...

Brokerage

Jennifer Daniel Sales Representative 

905-522-3300 daniel@judymarsales.com www.jenniferdaniel.ca 
HTML

(905) 522-3300       www.judymarsales.com

Enjoy the natural landscape on this unique 26 acre estate. Close to Hamilton, the 
property offers proximity to amenities while allowing for a serene atmosphere. Over 
4400 sq feet of living space on ground level with plenty of room for extended family.

Serene Living In The Heart Of Nature  
1263 4th Concession Road West, Flamborough ~ $999,999

Serene Country Living  
1263 4th Concession Road West, Flamborough ~ $999,999

JenniferDaniel F14.indd   1 2014-08-25   2:10 PM



Since 1999 CR Technical has been designing 
and creating custom living spaces for our clients, 
including kitchens, luxurious baths and en suites, 
and specialty cabinets for recreation areas, offices 
and laundry spaces.

Our skilled craftspeople use beautiful, solid hardwood 
for durability and beauty; designed to last generations 
and created to suit your specific needs.
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CNC MACHINING    KITCHEN CABINETS    ARCHITECTURAL MILLWORK    CUSTOM WOODWORKING    VANITIES    COUNTERTOPS    EXECUTIVE DESKS    CABINETS & STORAGE    DESIGN    ALTERATIONS    INSTALLATION

CR TECHNICAL WOODWORKING  |  233 Arvin Avenue, Stoney Creek, ON  |  1-905-664-8227  |  www.crtech.ca

Timeless kitchens...from the heart of nature

CR Technical_Sum13.indd   1 13-05-30   1:28 PM

From traditional to contemporary, imagine the endless possibilities in decorating your home. 
Come in and experience our newest collections now in our showroom and specially priced.

175 Dieppe Rd., (beside Q.E.W.) St. Catharines, 1-800-680-5553
Mon. to Fri. 9:30-5:30, Sat. 10:00-5:00   www.furnituregallery.com

1975 Celebrating 39 Years 2014

FURNITURE GALLERY

TheFurnitureGalleyF14.indd   1 2014-08-22   10:04 AM
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A Leader in Home Renovation and Construction

With over 60 years experience as a Custom Home Design 

Builder, we realize it takes unique perspective, distinctive 

designs, attention to detail and craftsmanship to build a 

beautiful home. We offer the full design experience for our 

homeowners with both our in-house draftsman and interior 

designer guiding you through every phase, resulting in a 

one-of-a-kind, extraordinary home.    
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Shaun De Jonge 

ShaunDeJonge@rogers.com 

C: 905-973-9912    H: 905-575-0912

DeJonge
DECORATING LTD.
DeJonge
DECORATING LTD.

Your Painting, Decorating &  

Wall Covering Specialist

CUSTOM WOODWORKING • CONCRETE • INTERLOCKING STONE 
POOLS • PONDS • LIGHTING • IRRIGATION

Creating Your

Zen Space

Call today for a free consultation:  289 284 1151 
josh@yourzenspace.ca | yourzenspace.ca

RATED HAMILTON’S 
BEST LANDSCAPER 

IN 2013

Flyers to Furniture,  
Groceries to Gadgets.  
Anything Goes To  
Anywhere You Need It!

BOB’S DELIVERY SERVICEBOB’S DELIVERY SERVICE

289-808-7163289-808-7163
www.what-about-bobs.com

From The Store To Your Door!

Open

7 DAYS 
A WEEK

9am-11pm



Whether it’s building a new home or remodeling an existing home, one of the best ways to improve its function, 
appearance and value is to invest in beautiful granite and natural stone countertops. Granite Plus Inc. has been the logical 
choice for many builders, contractors, building management companies, architects and homeowners in the region since 

1994. We offer a large inventory, expert fabrication with a wide range of profiles, plus 7 day turnaround on most orders.

Stone With Style

905.388.0295     200 Nebo Road     Hami l ton ON     grani teplus inc.ca

Rino Panicucci – President

GranitePlusSum14.indd   1 2014-06-09   12:16 PM

HERE AT OUR 
HOMES, we strive 
to introduce you to 
the people and places 
in the Hamilton area 
that make “home making” such a buzz. This issue, we seem to have 
gravitated to an underlying theme of custom made. More than that 
though, it’s about quality and craftsmanship.

In our Style Picks (page 14) you will find beautiful customized 
or made-to-order furniture. Our Comfort Zone (page 28) features 
a fantastic Ottawa Street business revitalizing and personalizing 
well-built pieces. And in People (page 46) you will meet Jeff, who 
creates one-of-a-kind pieces from reclaimed wood. Of course, our 
feature homes (pages 20 and 34) are both studies in artistry, drawing 
on the unique talents of teams of professionals who custom design 
these living spaces to the needs and desires of their also talented and 
creative homeowners.  

Recognizing the value of workmanship may be an aspect of growing 
up. When I was young, that didn’t matter to me. On my garage sale 
budget, time and effort didn’t count. The unattainable holy grail was 
NEW. Scandinavian and self-assembled fit the bill.

Over the years, my tastes have changed. What makes my heart 
flutter now is composition, character and quality. Think dovetail joints, 
fieldstone and river rock, or a richly textured wallpaper. Even copper 
downpipes can cause me to catch my breath!

Don’t get me wrong. I love Target and Winners and Pier 1. Smart 
design can be mass produced, and I still enjoy a bargain. But sometimes, 
travelling between urban areas, it feels as though one is just the 
same as another. The same big box stores, the same coffee places, the 
same restaurants.

It’s heartening to find in this world of sameness – where so 
many items we buy are factory made and produced by the millions 
– craftsmen who take pride in the materials they use and the work 
they do. This issue, we tip our hats to the people who make it possible 
for us to individualize our homes and accommodate our lifestyles 
so beautifully.

Melissa North, Managing Editor
mnorth@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us @OurHomesMag
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info@GreenBox
Architecture.ca

creative sustainable design
Custom Home Design, Renovations & Additions, Project Management

Building Permits, Variance Review & Application

9 Meadow Lane . Dundas ON  |  905.627.2302
Cabinetmakers Frank Ricci & Tim Dagg  |  www.uniquecustomcabinets.com

Working together to design, manufacture 
and install custom cabinetry, using  
your choice of fine and exotic wood, 
man-made materials and custom chosen 
finishes, expertly crafted to suit your  
lifestyle and needs...from start to finish.  

Unique Fall14.indd   1 2014-08-26   1:00 PM

An eclectic mix of new and vintage  
home decor, accessories, and gifts.

228 Locke St S Hamilton  905.522.2627
luluandlavigne.com    Like us on Facebook

YOUR COMPLETE 
CUSTOM DECORATING STORE

• CUSTOM DRAPERIES, CUSTOM BEDDING  
• DESIGNER FABRICS – OVER 10,000 SAMPLES  
• UPHOLSTERY & CUSTOM FURNITURE  
• DESIGNER WALLPAPER  
• HOME ACCESSORIES  
• DESIGN STAFF & IN-HOME CONSULTATION

DESIGNING FOR HAMILTON,  
ANCASTER & BEYOND SINCE 1989

L: Anne Smith, Owner, Decorator

R: Nancy Bradley, Decorator

INTERIORS
65 Wilson St. W, Ancaster Town Plaza

905-648-7979 • www.buytheyardinteriors.com

FALL IS MY FAVOURITE TIME of the year and this year I am 
truly looking forward to the cool crisp days, relaxing after our 

crazy summer filled with preparations for our daughter’s wedding 
(who also just completed her Master’s degree). Every day was full. I 
find that summers are always hectic – without any extras – and this 
was a summer of extras, trying to squeeze in every last ounce of sun 
and enjoy family and friends before we all start to hide again over 
the winter months.

We have two fabulous feature homes this issue. Both have their own 
stories to tell. The Neven custom home (page 34) is solid, warm and 
welcoming, and reflects the owners so well. It was truly a pleasure to 
be inside this home and feel the comfort. Every corner you turn is well 
built and flanked by interesting features. It feels so right.

And then we have what I will call the BEO house (page 20). I 
belong to a group called the Business Executives Organization, Inc. 
We meet each week and network and support each other. It's a great 
way to end the week, sharing ideas, learning about the other folks and 
creating friendships.

The BEO house started with one little phone call. Henri of Danasy 
Landscaping & Maintenance called Peter from Diamond Contracting 
to say his client needed a bathroom redone. Well, that started a 
wonderful new reno that included three bathrooms and a general 
home updating. 

Peter and Andrew, his project manager, met with the client and then 
they called in all the other BEO trades to assist with the project. Archie 
Horn & Son Ltd., Dessco Countertops, Alexanian Carpet & Flooring, 
Merlo Electric Inc. –  they all played a part. Then they called me in to 
see the finished result. Together they created a wonderful renovation, 
and the best part is how pleased the homeowner is with the project and 
how thrilled she was with all the trades involved. Working together 
and supporting each other. That's how the BEO works!

Enjoy the fall and watch for us at The Junior League annual 
Holiday House Tour!

Laurie Lotimer, Publisher
laurie@ourhomesmagazine.com
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2  THE FURNITURE GALLERY

Chest
The striking blend of detailed silver 
knobs and a vibrant poppy red mottled 
finish make this poplar and hardwood 
chest by Hooker Furniture irresistible. 
Inside, the wallpaper-lined drawers are 
pure eye candy too.

905.685.4819 | 905.667.0111 
www.furnituregallery.com

1  THE FURNITURE GALLERY

Chair
We just love the chrome ferrules on the 
arms and legs of this black Schnadig wood 
framed chair. And the spindle barrel back. 
And the feather down pillow. Seriously, 
elegant is an understatement.

905.685.4819 | 905.667.0111 
www.furnituregallery.com

3  BUY THE YARD INTERIORS

Sofa
This sofa is all about choice. Custom-
made in Canada, you choose the 
length, the depth and the height that’s 
right for you. You also select the fabric, 
the leg wood finish, and yes, even the 
cushion firmness. Ahhh!

65 Wilson St. W., Ancaster 
905.648.7979 | www.buytheyardinteriors.com
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5  UNIQUE CUSTOM CABINETS  
+ RENOVATIONS

Cabinet
Solid maple-stained dark, dovetail 
drawers, adjustable shelves, Asian 
influenced hardware... this cabinet, 
custom built shallow to fit a hallway, 
speaks quality. These guys can build 
anything to fit any space!  

9 Meadow Lane, Dundas 
905.627.2302 | www.uniquecustomcabinets.com

4  URBAN COTTAGE

Chair
There's something so timeless about this 
vintage leather armchair and ottoman. 
No doubt inspired by the Eames lounge 
chair, its casual beauty is every bit as 
comfortable as it looks.

2 McBay Rd. (on the corner of Hwy. 2), Brantford 
519.720.6777 | www.urban-cottage.com

6  AGH DESIGN ANNEX ART  
+ DESIGN STORE

Chair
Make a statement with this bold 
geometric print, or choose something 
more classic. The Glen accent chair is 
made to order, made in Canada and 
comes with a lifetime warranty. Best of 
all? It swivels! 

123 King St. W., Hamilton 
905.527.6610 ext. 244 
www.artgalleryofhamilton.com  OH

FAB
FURNITURE
FINDS
With these fantastic pieces 
we’ve found, you can go big 
and go home, in style. 

PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF
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Kim Bertling  
Sales Representative

905-648-6800 
bertling@judymarsales.com Brokerage

(905) 648-6800       www.judymarsales.com

This fabulous quality built bungalow is located on a one acre, scenic lot 5 minutes South of Rymal Road. Exceptional 
attention to detail and quality finishings throughout. Bright and spacious lower level with separate, wheelchair 
accessible apartment. Serene views from the private, covered porch. $825,000

Catherine Palmer  
Sales Representative

905-648-6800 
palmer@judymarsales.com

Burlington St. E.
Barton St. E.
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ay

520 Burlington St. E. Hamilton ON 
905-296-8799 • ontariostonedesign@yahoo.ca

www.ontariostonedesign.ca

*Selected Colours, Valid AUG 1 - OCT 31, 2014

GRANITE 1 1/4” THICKNESS FOR THE PRICE OF 3/4”

Granite At Its Finest

Free undermount stainless steel sink  
for any kitchen order!

1/2 price granite bathroom countertops 
(See sales rep for details)

Fall
Special

$4500 SqFt*

C A R P E T  n A R E A  R U G S  n R O O M  S I Z E  R E M N A N T S  n H A R D W O O D  n L A M I N AT E  n V I N Y L

320  Green  Rd  a t  Ba r ton  .  S toney  Creek  .  905 .560 .1166  .  www.var tan ianrugs .com

n Residential & Commercial Flooring Specialists n  

For timeless quality, service & price

Love Your Home Again!

NEED CLEAN WATER?

Visit us online at: www.cleanwells.ca
or email us at: help@cleanwells.ca

Specializing in

Residential 
Well Service
including:
• Colour video inspection
• Cleaning and repairs
• Pumps
• Water treatment

CALL US
before you 
get Drilled! 

905-875-8232

CleanWells_7.375x4.875_Ad_NEW.indd   1 2014-02-25   9:30 AM



New location coming to Burlington this fall! 
905.381.4269  |  www.decorrestore.ca

repaint

reface

replace

“ ”
        I’m so glad I discovered 
decorrestore. I had no idea there 
were so many affordable options.

SHUTTERS | ROLLER SHADES

WOOD & FAUX WOOD 
HORIZONTAL BLINDS 

CUSTOM DRAPERY | BEDDING

Decorating the Windows of Life! 

905-560-3335 or 905-317-6239
emilysdesign@cogeco.ca 

www.emilysdesign.ca

From the initial consultation, 
to measurements and final 
installation, we are with you  

every step of the way!

Call now for your free 
personal consultation  
with one of our blind 

consultants in the comfort 
of your own home.

5 1 9 . 7 5 6 . 9 5 1 1   4 0 5  S t  P a u l  A v e ,  B r a n t f o r d

i n f o @ a v e n u e l i g h t i n g . c a   w w w . a v e n u e l i g h t i n g . c a

L I G H T I N G D R A P E R Y B L I N D S S H U T T E R S WA L L PA P E R

TICKETS
and event details:

juniorleague.ca
289.337.9526 Tour proceeds will be used to enhance the

life skills of young women affected by poverty.

Tour fabulous homes
professionally decorated for the holidays!

Dozens of design professionals • Creative holiday décor
Festive decorating & entertaining ideas

Hands-on Classes & Design Demos
Dine at a Discount ... and more!

31st  Annual

Nov 14-16, 2014
OF DISTINCTIVE HOMES

The Junior League of  
Hamilton-Burlington
32nd  Annual

Nov 8 - 10, 2013
OF DISTINCTIVE HOMES

TOUR

C
el

eb
ra

tin
g    

     Years of Service

JUNIOR LEAGUE OF
HAMILTON-BURLINGTON

Women building better communities®

80

This event sponsored, in part, by



Despite the boisterous hubbub, there’s an 
underlying calm, thanks in large part to the 
Leylands’ smart design choices. When the 
couple moved into their 25-year-old house in 
2010, Carol set her sights on renovating and 
redesigning some of their most-used rooms 
to establish clean lines, unfussy style and 
soothing tones. 

On a recommendation from Danasy 
Landscaping & Maintenance, Carol 
called Peter Ostermeier of Diamond 
Contracting to tackle the first reno project: 
Updating and enlarging the bathroom in the 
loft apartment over the garage, used by the 
Leylands’ 19-year-old son, Aidan. 

“I guess it was sort of a test,” says Carol. “I 
thought, we’ll do one small room and see how 
it works out, how our personalities fit.” 

The chief challenge was to find a way 
to make the tiny space feel a little roomier 
for six-foot-three Aidan. Mansard rooflines 
and attic space over the room meant that 
with a little exploration,  Andrew Sieders, 
Diamond Contracting’s project manager, 
found a solution. “On the first day,” says Carol, 
“Andrew came running downstairs, saying, ‘I 
found space! Come and see!’”

As well as expanding the shower, Andrew 
added a roof window for better light and a 
more spacious feel. He used a simple white 
subway tile and black and white checkerboard 
accents on the walls, and black and white tiles 

matters
STORY 
MELISSA CAMPEAU

PHOTOGRAPHY 
KELLY HORKOFF

FLOWERS 
FASCINATION FLOWERS

family Walk into Carol and 
Nicholas Leyland’s 
Ancaster residence and 
you’ll be warmly greeted 
by any combination 
of dogs, cats, grown-
up kids home for a 
visit and children (two 
still live at home and 
two grandchildren 
come by often).

“Moving to Ancaster [from Toronto] has added years to our lives,” says Carol. The 
three older children, aged 26 to 32, love coming home for family get-togethers 
and cycling and hiking in the area. OPPOSITE TOP: Daughter Charlotte and twin 
eight-year-old grandsons Jonathan and Joshua enjoy the backyard oasis as much as 
Carol and Nicholas do. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: Shaun De Jonge transformed the oak 
stairwell using a contemporary black and white colour scheme that works well with 
a photograph from a trip to Greece and a cabinet imported from China. 

Continued on page 22
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skylight that flares in four directions to add more light to the space. 
“The entire room has a wow factor now, but it also functions really 
well,” says Andrew.

From there, renovations moved to the master bedroom where 
Andrew replaced the popcorn ceiling, added pot lights and crown 
moulding, and built custom window seats, much to the Leyland cats’ 
delight. Alexanian Carpet & Flooring laid plush, grey-flecked 
carpet in the bedroom and throughout most of the second floor. And 
Shaun De Jonge of De Jonge Decorating Ltd. transformed the feel of 
the room with a cool, chic purple-grey shade on the walls.

The family room, too, underwent a transformation. Carol donated 
the existing furniture to her adult daughter and brought in a custom-
made sofa, new accent chairs and a new coffee table. Andrew added 
pot lights, painted the shelving unit pewter, added black hardware 
and then created a feature wall behind the fireplace and television by 
painting it a glossy black.

“When we started all of this work, a lot of people asked me if I was 
going to use an interior designer,” says Carol. “But I like figuring things 
out on my own and bouncing ideas off Andrew.”

on the floor. Archie Horn & Son Limited 
took care of the plumbing details, topped 
with modern fixtures in polished chrome for a 
sophisticated finish.

“Carol had really done her homework 
and knew exactly what she wanted,” says 
Andrew. “But she was also open to new ideas 
and suggestions.” He adds, “From that first 
bathroom I got an idea of what her style was. 
She wanted things to be modern and crisp and 
clean, but not overly contemporary.” 

As a test run, that first renovation couldn’t 
have gone much better. “From there, we just 
started lining up the projects,” says Carol. 
“Every time Andrew came over I added 
something to our to-do list.”

The next room they renovated was the 
second-floor bathroom, claimed by 12-year-
old daughter Charlotte. Charlotte loved 
the black and white scheme of the first 
bathroom, but wanted to avoid repeating 
the look. Wainscotting halfway up the wall 
adds character, as does the wave-inspired, 

high-gloss black tile at eye level on each wall. 
Andrew updated a window seat to provide 
additional storage and enhance a nook 
under the window.

“When the room was done,” recalls 
Carol, “Andrew said, ‘Are you ready for 
the master now?’”

It was a good question, since the Leylands 
felt the master bathroom needed a complete 
overhaul. “Nothing in there really worked for 
us,” says Carol. They rarely used the massive 
jet tub – occupying nearly 40 per cent of the 
floor space – because it was difficult to clean 
and more or less emptied the hot water tank 
with each use. Still, the biggest problem was 
the narrow and dark shower. “It was so tiny, 
I didn’t even fit in there,” says Carol. “It was 
like a prison!”

Without too much back and forth, the 
Leylands and Andrew pinpointed a five-foot 
freestanding soaker tub in white to anchor 
the room and provide a focal point under the 
window. A quartz countertop from Dessco 

Countertops in a blend of greys and blacks 
and shimmery flecks grounds the room and 
reflects the afternoon light. “This quartz is so 
lovely, but it also hides splashes beautifully,” 
says Carol.    

The Leylands opted for a single-sink 
cabinet to save space for two shelving towers 
bracketing the mirror. It’s a compromise she 
doesn’t regret. “We’ve been married 38 years,” 
she says with a laugh. “We don’t need to brush 
our teeth side by side anymore.”

The standout feature in the room is the 
doorless oversize shower stall. Grey and white 
granite with a black mosaic accent lines two 
walls, while a pane of glass, accented with a 
tile tower, makes up the third wall.  

“Even though the room’s transformation 
has been dramatic,” says Andrew, “we didn’t 
move any of the fixture locations.” What the 
Diamond team did do, however, was knock 
down a number of walls to open up the space 
and make better use of every inch offered 
by the sloped roofline. They also added a 

LEFT: The kitchen window looks out on the backyard, 
where Andrew designed a custom skylight to go 
between the house and the covered porch. At the 
back of the property, beyond the pool and garden, 
is an additional green space where the dogs run 
and the kids play soccer. BELOW: Entertaining 
made easy. 2014 award-winning wine provided by 
The Wine Shop. BOTTOM: The dining room, off 
the kitchen, continues a subtle Asian theme found 
throughout the home.

“For three months we had beanbag chairs 
in the family room, between giving old 
furniture to our daughter and waiting for 
the newly ordered pieces,” says Carol. 
Wall colour is Revere Pewter by Benjamin 
Moore. Smiles by Boston, the dog. Continued on page 24
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“We’ve really developed a working 
relationship that’s about trust,” says Andrew. 
“As far as customers go, they don’t get 
much better than the Leylands. It’s been 
such a pleasure.” 

“Andrew and all the trades guys are like 
family members now,” says Carol. “We miss 
them when they’re away. And when they 
come back, they catch up with the kids, and 
the dogs treat them like long-lost relatives.” 
She adds, with a smile, “I wouldn’t have it any 
other way.”  OH

 SOURCE GUIDE

Alexan ian  Carpet  &  F loor ing , 

Archie Horn & Son Limited, Danasy 

Landscaping & Maintenance, De 

Jonge Decorating Ltd.,  Dessco 

Countertops, Diamond Contracting, 

Fascination Flowers, Foamland, Merlo 

Electric Inc., The Wine Shop

ABOVE: A rainhead 
shower and subtly-
sloped floor keep 
water contained in 
the doorless shower, 
no matter how much 
splashing goes on. The 
bench and shelf feature 
the same quartz as the 
countertop. RIGHT: 
Andrew went into the 
master bath renovation 
without a plan, opting 
to demolish first and see 
what space they had to 
work with. They chose 
a Victoria + Albert free-
standing bath because 
it's spacious and yet 
has a small footprint. 
FAR RIGHT: Building on 
a Dior Grey (Benjamin 
Moore) accent wall, 
the master bedroom 
is classic and timeless. 
Window coverings 
by Alexanian Carpet 
& Flooring. Window 
seats by Foamland.

Limited quantities at this price Compare at $1095

Compare at $90Compare at $499

Compare at $1499

MSRP $1495

MSRP $1995

Includes 2 Night Stands

16.5” cube

Available in Black, 
White, Red, Grey

4 colours

Adjustable heightAvailable in black or brown

Available in dark  
grey, slate or linen

QUEEN BED $399.00

KING SIZE BED OTTOMANACCENT CHAIRS $139.00 EACH

$299.00 EACH

$899.00

CONVERTIBLE SOFA TABLE & 6 CHAIRSSERVER BUFFET $899.00$499.00$599.00

SOLID WOOD BUFFETBAR STOOLSLEATHER SECTIONAL $599.00$39.00 EACH

$49.00 EACH
AS SHOWN

$899.00

ACCENT CHAIRMANY MORE 
UNADVERTISED DEALS

NEW ITEMS ARRIVING WEEKLY

Area rugs starting  
at $69.00, Dining Chairs  
& Barstools $39 and up

125 QUEENSTON RD, HAMILTON   905.667.0111  •  31 NEILSON AVE., ST.CATHARINES   905.685.0222
OPEN TUESDAY TO SATURDAY FROM 10AM - 5PM

“We’re on sale everyday!”

Grey Linen Fabric

3 Fabric Choices:  
White, Linen Black
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The BEO is a business networking group for business owners, managers and decision makers. Established in 1986, 
the BEO is the most successful leads and business networking group in the region. Join BEO and share new ideas, 
smart strategies, and boost your business referrals and leads. www.beonetworking.com

BEO members working together. Read all about 
them in the Feature story starting on Pg 20.

905-318-5020  n  www.archiehorn-son.com

Relax...Since 
1936, Archie Horn & 
Son has been been 
delivering peace of 
mind – we are your 
one-stop shop for all 
your plumbing, 
heating and air 
conditioning needs.

PLUMBING / HEATING / AIR CONDITIONING

ourhomesonline.com

Something 

BIG 
is coming soon!

NewWebsiteHalfVert.indd   1 2014-05-28   10:04 AM

905-304-9449   
1359 Osprey Dr. Ancaster ON 
info@dessco.net
www.desscocountertops.com

beautiful by design

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

MERLO ELECTRIC INC

Get The Job Done Right

Our certified electricians are committed to 
customer service satisfaction! Our staff is 
available 24 hours for electric emergency 
situations and we are fully insured. We  
serve the greater Hamilton area  
including the GTA.

905.561.6836   www.merloelectric.com

1104 Fennell Ave. E, Unit #13, Hamilton  
905.527.2881    www.fascinationflowers.com

FloristFascination
Landscape Design Natural & Interlocking Stone 

Decks & Fences Garden Structures  
Water & Poolscapes Planting & Lighting

Creating Unique Environments

905 692 9624  info@danasylandscaping.com

www.danasylandscaping.com

We didn’t invent barrier free,  
we just made it better.

ADDITIONS  |  RENOVATIONS  |  BATHROOMS  |  BARRIER FREE SPECIALISTS 

905.692.5690 
www.diamond-contracting.ca

BEO.indd   All Pages 2014-09-05   3:40 PM



Paint Company in Toronto) have been in 

business for 25 years and are established 

quality. They can be used on practically 

anything, easily, and with gorgeous 

results. Melanie also selects all the 

furniture they carry, so she’s fallen in love a 

little bit with everything here. She hates to 

see them go, but on the upside, she says, 

customers who buy the furniture are as 

excited about it as she is.

THE PLACE: Set on Hamilton’s eclectic 

Ottawa Street, Melanie Anderson’s The 

Painted Bench is a hub of creativity. 

Melanie not only sells Chalk Paint™ 

by Annie Sloan, Miss Mustard Seed’s 

Milk Paint, brushes, waxes, handles and 

knobs, painted and yet-to-be painted 

repurposed furniture pieces, and unusual 

home décor items, she also offers a range 

of workshops. Whether you want to 

give new life to an old piece, or change 

up your style, this is the place to come 

to create beautiful painted furniture 

and home accents.

THE STYLE: The Painted Bench logo is 

“Shabby & Chic and Everything Neat.” 

Inside, it’s somewhat country, a little 

bit French provincial, but above all, fun 

and welcoming. “I want you to feel like 

you’ve come home,” says Melanie. “That 

personal one-on-one when you come in 

the store is what we really strive for.” It 

must be working; the business has grown 

steadily since opening in May of last year.

FAVOURITES: The colours! The paints! 

Both Chalk Paint™ by Annie Sloan 

and Miss Mustard Seed’s Milk Paint 

(manufactured by Homestead House 

DO IT 
YOURSELF

PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

chic
WHAT’S HOT: Buffets and dressers are 

the biggest sellers. “Buffets? Holy cow, we 

can’t keep them in stock!” says Melanie.

SERVICES: Not ready to jump right in to 

painting? For a reasonable price, staff at 

The Painted Bench custom paint items. 

Better yet, they offer afternoon or evening 

Getting Started workshops, which teach 

five basic painting techniques (such as 

waxing and distressing), and second-level 

workshops featuring techniques like 

crackling and gilding. “When you leave 

here you can make something look like 

it’s 500 years old, or like it’s brand new,” 

Melanie says. “It’s up to you.”

GET THERE: 208 Ottawa St. N. 

Hamilton | 289.389.9281 

www.thepaintedbench.ca  OH

Elizabeth Chappel, shop 
assistant, and Melanie Anderson
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905.643.8938 
410 Lewis Rd. Unit #7, Stoney Creek

arconframes@hotmail.com  www.arconframes.com

Serving Southern Ontario Since 1986

ARCON
Custom Wall Decor

MIRRORS • PAINTINGS • CLOCKS 
CUSTOM FRAMING

STONEY CREEK
905-643-6458

STRATFORD
519-271-8270

we take the meaning of custom  
to a whole other level

your furniture...exactly how you want

www.expressionsinwood.ca

410 Lewis Road, Unit 6, Stoney Creek
[Across from Stoney Creek Furniture]

[905] 643-9998 • cvliquidations@gmail.com

Where the Sale Never Ends

New!

X-M
EXICO PLUS 

RUSTIC
 FU

RNITU
RE

    F
ull lin

e ava
ilabl

e!

Great Stores3
Convenient Location1

Come see us at the

STONEY CREEK 
DECOR CENTRE

410 Lewis Road, Stoney Creek

StoneyCreekDecorCentre.indd   1 2014-09-04   9:19 PM

905-318-5020  n  www.archiehorn-son.com

Ultrafiltration membrane technology 
filters municipal, well, cistern, lake 
and river water. Purified, ultrafiltered 
water from every faucet eliminates 
the need for bottled water. The system 
automatically cleans itself and does 
not require power to filter.

Ultra Filtered Water at every 
faucet in your home!!

AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR:

UltraFiltration System by GE
Homespring™

PLUMBING / HEATING / AIR CONDITIONING

A detailed clean with exceptional service

905-870-8417
info@3littlebirds.ca
www.3littlebirds.ca

Detailed Clean • Exceptional Service

A  
Values-Based 

Company

905.527.2533
793 King St. W. Hamilton 

johnduffy@cogeco.ca 
www.johnduffypainting.ca

Call for a Free Estimate:

FULLY 
INSURED

2 YEAR
GUARANTEE

2011
HAMILTON

Quality Work...Since 1954

I N T E R I O R  .  E X T E R I O R  .  R E S I D E N T I A L  .  C O M M E R C I A L

Warm Up Your Winter With
A Fresh Coat of Paint



CLASSIC CAESAR

1 oz vodka

2 dashes Tabasco sauce

3 dashes salt and pepper 

4 dashes Worcestershire sauce

5 oz Clamato juice

1 celery stick and a lime wedge for garnish

IIf you’ve ever tried ordering a Caesar 
outside the country, you were likely met with a confused expression or 
offered a Bloody Mary in its place, and then disappointed to learn that 
the latter tastes nothing like its much-loved Canadian sister. 

Many people wouldn’t guess, with a name like Caesar, that the drink 
is a Canadian creation, but it was actually invented in Calgary in 1969 
by restaurateur Walter Chell to celebrate the opening of a new Italian 
restaurant at the Calgary Inn (now Westin Calgary). It’s now estimated 
that more than 350 million Caesars are consumed each year in Canada!

With such a following, it’s surprising that the Caesar’s origin 
hasn’t been touted more in national ad campaigns, like the infamous 
poutine has been. 

Clamato juice is a proprietary blend of tomato juice and clam broth 
made by Mott’s – created very soon after the success of Chell’s drink 
invention. Although several brands offer similar tomato and clam 
blends, the Caesar has really become synonymous with Mott’s.

Clint Pattemore, Mott’s Clamato Caesar Mixing Officer, says, “With 
over 350 million Caesars enjoyed in Canada each year, it is clear that 
the Caesar is something special. The flavour is unlike that of any other 
cocktail and the unlimited possibilities are what make the Caesar so 
unique and enjoyable.” 

There are countless variations to try. In fact, Mott’s holds an annual 
“Best Caesar in Town” competition as part of the Prince Edward Island 
International Shellfish Festival with a $1,000 grand prize.

Common variations include the addition of horseradish, using 
barbecue sauce instead of Tabasco, replacing vodka with gin, 
whiskey or tequila, and getting creative with different garnishes, 
like orange wheels, spicy pickled green beans and olives. However, 
there are some incredibly unique and mouthwatering recipes worth 
trying that you won’t likely find in restaurants.

A classic Caesar is served with ice in a tall glass rimmed with 
celery salt and contains:

• Rim a highball glass with citrus and rimmer. Fill the glass to the 
top with ice. Add the ingredients in the order listed. Stir well to 
mix the cocktail, and garnish.

 *Ginger-infused gin: Chop or grate two “thumbs” of peeled 
ginger and add to a 750ml bottle of gin for two to three days, 
tasting regularly until desired ginger flavour is achieved. Strain 
out ginger using a cheesecloth or coffee filter.  OH

GIN & GINGER CAESAR

Rim: Fresh cracked salt and black pepper 

1 oz ginger-infused gin*

2 dashes hot sauce

2 dashes Worcestershire sauce

2 oz ginger beer

2 oz Mott’s Clamato Cocktail

Garnish: Ginger prawn on a skewer  
(or candied ginger for ease)

STORY SHELBY HILSON

THE MIGHTY  
CAESAR

Great Canadian Cocktail
OR THE

Warm up this fall and treat your guests to something new with 
this tasty Gin & Ginger Caesar recipe, courtesy of Pattemore’s 
recently published book, Caesars: The Essential Guide to Your Favourite 
Cocktail, which includes more than 50 unique Caesar recipes 
categorized by season.

Share your own delicious Caesar recipe with us on 
Facebook or Twitter and your unique creation could 
be published on our website. 

Good Taste_The Mighty Caesar.indd   Gutter 2014-09-05   9:58 AM

Lighting Up Lives For Over 25 Years

905-975-5483www.wesselectric.com

LIGHTING DESIGN & INSTALLATION

 RENOVATIONS FOR KITCHENS, BATHROOMS & BASEMENTS

 LANDSCAPE LIGHTING

 POOLS, SPAS & HOT TUBS

 SERVICE UPGRADES FOR BOTH RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

Serving Hamilton and Surrounding Areas

ACP authorized ESA Electrical Contractor ECRA #7002087

Authorized GENERAC™ Generator Dealer

905-388-1110
vince-fracassi@coldwellbanker.ca

www.sellingdreams.ca

VINCENT FRACASSI
Sales Representative

PINNACLE REAL ESTATE, BROKERAGE
775 Upper Wentworth Street 

Hamilton ON L9A 4V7 
1-877-938-1110

Featured Property

$929,000

360 Pearl Street

Burlington’s Premier 
Downtown Residence
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TTwo years ago, Kathy and Boris Spiwak 
handed home designer Eric Canton of 
Virtual Creations Inc. a wish list for the 
new house they hoped to build; a light-
filled Craftsman-style home.

The plan was to tear down their cramped and dark 1954 side-split on 
the mountain’s east end and replace it with something open-concept 
and roomy. They wanted the new home to stay primarily within the 
older home’s footprint, maintaining space between neighbours and 
keeping their beloved gardens and landscaping intact. 

“I thought it was impossible,” says Eric with a laugh, only partly 
joking. He started with the first element of the puzzle: the home’s 
main open living space, complete with a full view of the remarkable 
backyard garden. From there, the pieces began to come together and the 
home took shape.  

“It really takes an experienced home designer to listen, be able to 
interpret the clients’ needs, to give direction where needed and to put 
it all on paper,” says Gary Neven, of Neven Custom Homes Ltd. 
“Eric did an amazing job.”

Once the floor plan was ready, Gary and his team of experienced 
trades people began the construction. Because the goal was to keep the 
garden, building the home was especially tricky. “We really couldn’t 

right
STORY MELISSA CAMPEAU 
PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF
FLOWERS FASCINATION FLOWERS

FIT

OPPOSITE: Organic elements 
fill the foyer – an inlaid walnut 
mission knot design, floating 
stairs with no support posts 
by Trinity Rail and Stairs, and 
striking leaded-glass panels. 
“My parents had a home built 
in the 20s and I always loved 
the style,” says Boris. “Large 
wood beams, natural beams.” 
ABOVE: A crack team (left 
to right): Eric Canton, Gary 
Neven, Kathy and Boris 
Spiwak and Connie Stephens. 
LEFT: The Spiwaks didn’t plan 
to rebuild. “When we went 
looking at new homes we kept 
seeing things we didn’t want,” 
says Kathy. “No mature trees, 
no space between houses. 
We kept coming back to this 
property, this garden, and 
essentially I couldn’t leave.” 

THE

Continued on page 36
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wanted soapstone countertops in the kitchen, 
so the group had to consider how the wood, 
the backsplash and everything else would 
work together. The result of all that big-
picture planning is a cohesive kitchen that 
flows. The white tile backsplash provides a 
clean and simple backdrop for the dramatic 
countertops and cherry cabinets by Barzotti 
Woodworking Ltd., which feature black 
hardware, tying them to the counter. The sleek 
light fixtures and a custom range hood add a 
dash of contemporary style.

“I like to refer to this home as 
contemporary craftsman with a touch of 
organic bling,” says Kathy, who learned to 

focus on the “sheer beauty in simplicity.” Take 
the main floor powder room. Centered on a 
feature wall is an eye-catching mother-of-
pearl tile feature by Brant Flooring Co. “I 
originally imagined the whole wall with that 
tile, but Connie is very good at keeping you 
within the budget,” says Kathy.  

Oak floors by Cam Hayes Hardwood 
Floors run through the entire house, 
seamlessly connecting living areas. A floating 
staircase by Trinity Rail and Stairs graces 
the entryway. In the great room, subtle, 
stained-glass accents add light and interest. 
Eye-catching cabinetry by Neven Custom 
Trim provides storage space for china and 

silver, while a clever hinged, wood shutter 
makes for a well-disguised TV nook. 

Sarana Tile porcelain tile stained to look 
like Calacatta marble frames the area around 
the gas fireplace, and is an element Kathy 
and Boris hoped to have in their new home 
from the start. “Kathy would say, this is what 
I want. How can we incorporate it?” says 
Connie. “Everything’s always a puzzle piece. 
You just have to get the right pieces together 
and move them around until they fit.”

Tucked away by the home’s side entrance, 
is the laundry room. “Boris and I are very 
active, outdoorsy people,” says Kathy. “If we’re 
not gardening, we’re cycling, we’re running. 

Connie Stephens, a designer with Neven 
Custom Homes, managed the details as the 
home took shape. “Every decision had to be 
made as part of a larger whole,” she says. That 
can be a daunting process if opinions and ideas 
are fuzzy, so research is important. “Luckily, 
Kathy and Boris were very organized before 
we even started to be involved,” says Connie. 
“They had lists of what they liked, what 
they didn’t want.” 

Their legwork helped the process run 
smoothly from start to finish. “It all begins 
with the clients,” says Gary. “They need 
to have a good idea of what they want to 
accomplish and have a reasonable budget to do 
it. If they can’t tell the people they are working 
with what they like, they will end up with a 
home that reflects someone else’s tastes.”

Gary also underscores the vital role Connie 
played in ensuring the project turned out well. 
“The designer needs to get into the clients’ 
heads and figure out how they live, eat, sleep 
and entertain,” he says. “The space has to be 
designed to fit the furniture and décor they 
have and the pieces they want to add, designed 
for flow and for changes the future might 
bring. And it all needs to be done in a way that 
truly reflects the clients’ tastes and character.”

For example, the Spiwaks knew they 

leave a wheelbarrow of dirt on site when we 
did the excavation,” says Gary. So Kathy and 
Boris painstakingly dug out and potted half 
the garden, and workers carefully hauled 
materials offsite, later bringing them back. 

Walk through the grand entrance, 
beyond pillars of hand-chipped Owen Sound 
Ledgerock and black flagstone stairs, and the 
backyard conservation seems worth all the 
effort. “I love that when you come in the front 
door, you can see straightaway to the gardens 
out back,” says Kathy. “We like a lot of things 
about this entrance – the space, the oversize 
closet, the openness – but the most important 
thing is the view.” 

ABOVE: Kathy chose 
to make a feature of 
gorgeous herringbone 
marble, set in bevelled 
subway tiles. Island 
light is from Elm Ridge 
Lighting & Interiors. 
RIGHT: “Normally this 
has a dozen cycling 
jerseys hanging in 
tucked-away hooks and 
racks,” says Kathy, of the 
well-organized laundry 
room.  She also suggests 
”iron” is a four-letter 
word, right up there with 
bake, cook, and wash!

Continued on page 38

The juxtaposition of white against 
wood creates a bright and airy 
atmosphere in the great room, and a 
burlap band unites the living areas. A 
touch of grey inlay in the stained-glass 
windows marries with the fireplace 
porcelain tile. “We wanted this to be 
a multifunctional room,” says Kathy of 
the cabinet for the concealed television 
(crafted by Drew Neven).
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SOURCE GUIDE 

AMA Roofing Supplies, Bill Welmers & Sons Heating & Air Conditioning 

Inc., Barzotti Woodworking Ltd., Brouwer’s Painting Ltd., Cam Hayes 

Hardwood Floors, Dashwood Windows and Doors, Elm Ridge Lighting 

& Interiors, Fortified Plumbing Inc., Green Mountain Soapstone, Neven 

Custom Homes Ltd., Neven Custom Trim, Sarana Tile, Scott’s Landscaping, 

Take Us For Granite, Trinity Rail and Stairs, Virtual Creations Inc.

With the laundry room by the entrance, 
we can just come right in and toss our wet 
things in the wash.” 

The space is features an abundance of 
storage. “I would not classify myself as a neat 
freak, however after living in that small home 
and having no storage, I so craved to be able to 
at least hide things away,” she says. 

“Whether your house is 1,000 sq. ft. or 
10,000 sq. ft., organization is key. In every 
room we used everything to its limit,” says 
Connie. “Everything has a function and a 
purpose. That’s the key to good design. It’s 
not just about the aesthetics, it has to have 
function and flow as well.”

That pairing of the practical and the 
aesthetic was a team effort. “I feel that the 
build with Boris and Kathy went quite 
smoothly and turned out extremely well,” 
says Gary. “And I really think that comes 
down to certain individuals and how well 
they work together. All the parties involved 
in this project respected each others’ 
opinions, made suggestions and, with some 
discussion and debate, ultimately delivered an 
amazing home.”  OH 

RIGHT: The guest room, done in robin’s egg blue, 
houses cherished books from three generations 
– those of Kathy’s mother, herself, and her two 
daughters Alexa (23) and Alaine (20). Custom 
cabinetry by Neven Custom Trim. BELOW: In the 
powder room, a live-edge wood countertop stands 
in contrast to the raised quartz sink.

• Painted Furniture & Home Decor
• Chalk Paint™ by Annie Sloan
• Miss Mustard Seed Milk Paint 

The Painted Bench
Shabby & Chic & Everything Neat!

289.389.9281  
208 Ottawa St N, Hamilton 

905.582.8318
119 Kerr St Oakville 

www.thepaintedbench.ca

Canadian, English & American
Antique Furniture, Jewelry  
& Glass

271 Ottawa St N 
905.522.3940

www.antiquesunlocked.com

Come visit us at our new 
address. We specialize in 
finding vintage, antiques and 
collectable items that were 
hidden and found just for you.

293 Ottawa St N 
905.335.5700

jmstreasurechest@longcomm.net

Pieces from the Past

Come to Ottawa Street and visit our newest shops:

• Creative design for any occasion 
with a personal touch by our 
Certified Balloon Artist 

• Family owned and Operated  
• Delivery Available 

Kerry’s Party
For Less

Your Happiness is our Reward

188 Ottawa St N • 905/5-4-PARTY
25 King St E Stoney Creek • 905.664.6999

www.kerryspartyforless.com

At WiCK’d Wax Creations we 
handcraft all of our candles in a 
variety of fragrance and colour.
They’ll be sure to fit in ANY 
decor and create the ambiance 
you desire.

203 Ottawa St N 
289.921.0693

www.wickdwaxcreations.com

WiCK’d Wax 
Creations

BIA Fall14_Full.indd   1 2014-09-04   8:22 PM
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visible fixtures. Be aware of the light colour the fitting emits. A 
kelvin is a unit of measurement describing the hue of a light 
source. Natural moonlight has a slightly cool tone and a kelvin 
rating of 5,500. Firelight is at the other end of the spectrum with 
a warm yellow of 2,000 kelvins. Combining the cooler light of the 
moon with the warm glow of fire is always a winning combination. 

•	 	A	lumen is a unit of measurement describing the light contained 
in a certain area. The higher the lumen output, the brighter the 
light. In the landscape, subtle lumen output (usually 400 and 
below) per fixture is best. Be aware of any street lights near your 
property as all luminosity will appear brighter when contrasted to 
a darker backdrop.

	

LIGHT	POLLUTION

•	 	Light pollution is the result of outdoor lighting improperly 
shielded, allowing light to be directed into the night sky. Poorly 
planned lighting can also cause light trespass into unwanted areas, 
such as a neighbour’s windows. In the past 100 years our sky has 
turned from a black star-lit one to a dull orangey glow, disrupting 
circadian rhythms and hormone balances of all living organisms. 
The International Dark Sky Association was created in 1988 to 
guard against sky-glow, and since then, many cities worldwide 

have joined. Be universally responsible to the environment when 
developing your lighting strategy by following these rules:

•	 	Keep up-lights to a minimum and never shine them straight 
up into the sky. Choose fixtures with cowls or purchase the 
optional cowl to direct the light. Choose down-lights instead 
wherever possible.

•	 	Don’t install bright or unnecessary lights. Amazingly, studies 
prove that security lighting has no effect on crime at all. Keep the 
lighting subtle and select a lower lumen output. 

•	 	Install a timer. Set your timer to reflect how you use your outdoor 
space. You can even choose separate weekday/weekend cycles. 

•	 	Choose LED. An LED system will cost more initially but the return 
on your investment is quickly felt as it uses 80 per cent less 
energy than a halogen or incandescent bulb. 

Outdoor lighting is the final but often forgotten step in many 
landscaping schemes, yet is the fastest to complete and also has the 
biggest impact. Why leave your gorgeous outdoor space invisible 
after sunset? Don’t you dare forget those fascinating, enchanting and 
captivating outdoor lights!  OH

L

STORY MELANIE	REKOLA		

Luminosity tells the story after dark by providing a visual harmony 
between house and landscape. Plus, current studies prove outside 
leisure areas are used most often into the evening. Therefore, a well 
thought-out lighting plan provides a magical world of drama and 
mystery that also extends the use of any and every outdoor living space. 

LIGHTING	TECHNIQUES	

•	 	Up-lights: These are the most common landscape lighting 
methods, but beware of using just one lighting technique. 
Up-lights are used best sparingly on trees with interesting branch 
structure, leaf texture or bark. They can be installed closer to the 
trunk of a tree, or farther away and to shine into the canopy. 

•	 	Path	lighting:	The second most commonly used fixture is the 
path light, and it’s rarely done well. Best used to accent favoured 
plant life; think of them as providing gentle hints for where to go 
next. Don’t use them as an outlining tool or as an airstrip. Less is 
more, thus incorporate them sparingly. 

•	 	Down	lighting:	Sometimes called moonlighting, this is my 
favoured lighting style. In areas with large trees, this effect 
provides a subtle, dappled look that makes path lighting often 
unnecessary. For the result to be successful, the fixture needs to 
be installed 30-to-40 feet high in the tree to achieve the most 
natural look, and to keep it hidden. 

•	 	Grazing: Grazing is a lighting effect used most often to wash 
the front of the house with illumination by accenting interesting 
textures, structural elements and roof lines. It also works well in 
conjunction with the next two effects.

•	 	Shadowing: By shining a light on the front of a tree, a 
shadow is created on the house behind. But be careful to 
keep the shadows from looking obviously distorted, giving a 
spooky effect. 

•	 	Silhouetting: Opposite to the shadow effect is the silhouetting 
technique, where the light is placed behind the tree, making only 
its dark outline visible. 

•	 Spot	lighting: Spot lighting is appropriate on any focal point, 
such as an arbour, garden art, statue or fountain. Be careful of 
light shining directly in the eye from all common vantage points. 

•	 Hardscape	lights: Hardscape lights are an indirect way to 
accentuate pillars, seating walls and stairs. These lights must be 
installed when doing your stonework and cannot be retrofitted 
easily, so choose carefully!

	

LIGHT	COLOUR	&	STRENGTH 

•  When selecting a light fixture, focus on the light the fixture emits 
and not the fixture itself. The best-illuminated scenes have no 
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Perhaps you have never considered landscape 
lighting and may even consider it frivolous, 
but to me landscape illumination is essential 
to every beautiful al fresco living space. 

A well thought-out 
lighting plan can 
provide drama 
and extend the use 
of your outdoor 
living space

ARTISTRYLIGHT
LANDSCAPE

Melanie is a certified horticulturalist and landscape designer. 

Gardening_Landcape Lighting.indd   2 page DPS 2014-09-03   3:16 PM
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MOVERS LTD.

www.mountaineer.on.ca
wmk@mountaineer.on.ca

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
 Office/Household 
Moving

 Heated Private Storage

 Short & Long Term

 Free In-Home 
Estimates Available

 You can also find all 
your moving needs at 
our office

 Piano moving specialist 
for over 30 years

Call For All Your Moving Needs

905.561.8880 | 1.800.263.4561

EST 1978
Family

Owned & 
Operated
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Advertise in 
our Winter
Issue & get 

noticed!

Give YOUR BUSINESS the benefit of  
premium exposure to our  

extensive targeted readership!

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Laurie Lotimer • 905.516.8933 
laurie@ourhomesmagazine.com

Jennifer Moore • 905.320.7818
jmoore@ourhomesmagazine.com

info@envisionlandscapes.ca
www.envisionlandscapes.ca 905.648.4040

134 King St West, Dundas
Tues-Fri 10-6 . Sat 10-5

 Like us on Facebook

905 627 7241
alexcomfortzonz@gmail.com 
http://www.comfortzonz.ca

Great Gift Ideas...for even the most discriminating tastes!

NEW HOME ACCESSORIES AND ECLECTIC DECOR

LOCALLY RE-CLAIMED HAND CRAFTED ALL WOOD FURNITURE BY 
LOCAL FURNITURE MAKER...CUSTOM ORDERS AVAILABLE

LOCAL ARTISANS DISPLAYING THEIR WORKS

Please join us for our

Saturday, November 22, 11:00-5:00

Annual Christmas Open House See
you there!

Proud to be working with Neven 
Custom Homes for 15 years

474 Sawmill Rd, Ancaster  905.304.7245  trinityrail@shaw.ca

: :  ARCHITECTURAL TRIM WORK : : 
: :  BUILT-IN CABINETRY : : 

: :  CLOSET DESIGN : : 
: :  HOME OFFICE : : 
: :  ENTRY DOORS : :

4th Generation Woodworker  
providing finish carpentry for some of Greater 
Hamilton’s finest custom home builders.

drew@nevencustomtrim.com  : :  www.nevencustomtrim.com

We stock an impressive selection of quality 
bathroom, kitchen and flooring products - 

everything you need to get the job done right!

905.561.3521 
2440 Barton St E  

Hamilton

www.bartondiscount.com
Visit our new website to see what we have in store for you:

pinterest.com/ 
bartondiscount
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Your guide to FOR SALE homes 
and developments from around 

the Golden Horseshoe.



HOW TO SELECT THE BEST PAINTING CONTRACTOR
The fact is that there is a big difference between painting 

companies. Consider the ingredients that make up a company: 
contractor philosophy, a focus on quality, level of service, 
employee commitment, painting procedures, 
experience, communication, and leadership. 

A right mix of these ingredients will make for a 
smoothly running project and will result in a paint 
job which will look great for many years to come. 
The absence or weakness in one or more of 
the above ingredients will likely produce an 
opposite effect. 

Finding the right contractor is the most 
important and perhaps the most difficult 
part of any remodeling project. “Who do I 
call?” is a question that will likely come up. 
This is a good question indeed! Phone books 
are full of painting companies but perhaps a 
better question to ask is: “What company has 
the necessary expertise, and can they be trusted to do a good 
job on my project?” 

Another good question to ask your contractor is about the 
length of time they have been in business.

Painting-Canada Inc is proud to say we have been in business 
since 1982 with an unblemished record.
Call for your free estimate: 905.572.1687 or visit the 
website at www.paintingcanada.com (Please see ad on page 32)

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY
It’s one thing to walk into a 

store, find the product you’re 
looking for, cash out and be on 
your way – and it’s something 
completely different to get 
personalized service, but at 
Creative Technology, that’s 
exactly the kind of experience 
you’ll receive.

As an Apple Specialist and Burlington’s oldest and most 
respected Mac dealer, Creative Technology offers a friendly 
relaxed atmosphere and the staff carries a wealth of experience.

“We’re all longtime Mac users,” explains owner, Dave Walton. 
“Our staff members spend a great deal of time getting to know 
you and what your needs are. Our goal is to help you make an 
informed decision. We listen to what you need and what you 
want, so that you end up with the product that is right for you. 
We’re not going to try to sell you a tower when a MacBook Air 
or an iPad would better suit your needs.”

Creative Technology is also an Apple Premium Service 
Provider, a designation given to select Service Providers for their 
commitment to premium service and technical excellence. All 
service is performed at Creative Technology by Apple Certified 
Macintosh Technicians and because their focus is on Apple 
products, you can rest assured that you are dealing with the 
experts.
905.681.6353 • 3480 Fairview St, Burlington
www.CreativeTechnology.ca

DONNA BURROWS INTERIORS 
As a young child, I loved colour and being creative and 

started sewing at eight years old. While raising my family, I 
graduated with honours from the Mohawk College Fashion 

Design course. From there, I proceeded 
to make custom wedding/bridesmaids/
grad dresses and many Precision 
skating team outfits. 

Ready for a change, I decided to 
branch out into home décor. I realized 
that clients want to work with one 
person to complete their  room. 
The lessons I learned with regard 
to designing and colour study of 
clothing have helped me immensely 
with designing clients' homes with 
blinds and shutters, as well as custom 
drapery made by me in my home. As a 

result of these skills, I was voted second place in The Hamilton 
Spectator’s Reader’s Choice Awards. I also work for several 
designers when needed. 

From the first home consultation, I can help you with 
decorating your dream room with the latest options for window 
coverings from shutters, cellular shades, roller shades and the 
now popular dual concept roller shades. I always keep in mind 
your light control and needs, your colours and your budget. 
You can pick your own fabric or have me pick it for you. My 
goal is for you to be absolutely happy with the end result and 
love your new room.
905.560.7715
donnaburrows56@hotmail.com  
(Please see ad on page 49)

PLANNING TO RENOVATE? KIDS MOVED AWAY? 
CLEANING OUT THOSE CLOSETS?  
DONATE YOUR OLD WINTER ITEMS TO GOOD SHEPHERD! 

For the upcoming season we are in need of new and 
gently used winter coats, scarves, hats, gloves and boots for 
men, women, children and teens. Please help those in need 
stay warm this winter. To donate visit the Good Shepherd 

Venture Centre at 
155 Cannon Street 
East, Hamilton. 

Donation drop off 
hours are Monday – 
Friday, 8 am to 4 pm.    

C l e a n i n g  Yo u r 
Garage? We could 
use your OLD Bike ! 

Donate your old 
b i ke  to  t h e  G o o d 

Shepherd Works Bicycle Repair Shop. We repair bikes and 
give them to adults and children who can’t afford to buy their 
own. By donating, you help someone get the skills and training 
needed to secure future employment. 
To donate, please call  
905.523.6479 x 2227

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

HAMILTON AND AREA
>> SOURCE IT

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email  laurie@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call 
905.527.2425  or 905.516.8933 to advertise.

ANTIQUES 
ANTIQUES UNLOCKED Page 39
THE TREASURE CHEST Page 39

ARCHITECTS 
GREENBOX ARCHITECTURE Page 13

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES,  
STUDIOS & WORKSHOPS 
ARCON CUSTOM WALL DECOR Page 31

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION 
CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY Page 44

AUTO DEALERSHIP 
PERFORMANCE LEXUS Page 51

BUILDERS 
NEVEN CUSTOM HOMES Page 7

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
WOODWORKING 
UNIQUE CUSTOM CABINETS Page 13

CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY Page 8

CLEANING 
THREE LITTLE BIRDS Page 30

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE  
& STONE/TILE  
DESSCO COUNTERTOPS Page 26
GRANITE PLUS Page 9
ONTARIO STONE DESIGN Page 16

DELIVERY SERVICE 
BOB’S DELIVERY SERVICE Page 6

ELECTRICAL 
MERLO ELECTRIC Page 26
WESSELECTRIC Page 33

FABRIC/BEDDING/UPHOLSTERY 
BUY THE YARD INTERIORS Page 12
DONNA BURROWS INTERIORS Page 44, 49

FINE WOODWORKING/CUSTOM 
FURNITURE/CARPENTRY 
EXPRESSIONS IN WOOD Page 31
NEVEN CUSTOM TRIM Page 43

FLOORING/TILE/CARPET 
CAM HAYES HARDWOOD FLOORING Page 6
CV LIQUIDATIONS Page 31
VARTANIAN RUGS Page 16

FLORISTS/FLORAL DESIGN 
FASCINATION FLORIST Page 26

GREEN LIVING 
GREENBOX ARCHITECTURE Page 13

HEATING & COOLING 
ARCHIE HORN & SON LTD. Page 26, 30

HOME ACCENTS/HOME DECOR/
FURNITURE/COLLECTIBLES  
ARCON CUSTOM WALL DECOR Page 31
BUY THE YARD INTERIORS Page 12
COMFORTZONZ Page 42
CV LIQUIDATIONS Page 31
HOME CLEARANCE LIQUIDATION OUTLET  
	 Page 25
LULU AND LAVIGNE HOME STUDIO Page 12
THE FURNITURE GALLERY Page 4
THE MILLIONAIRE’S DAUGHTER Page 39
THE PAINTED BENCH Page 39
THE TREASURE CHEST Page 39
URBAN COTTAGE Page 32
WICK'D WAX CREATIONS Page 39

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS 
DIAMOND CONTRACTING Page 27
NEVEN CUSTOM HOMES Page 7

INTERIOR DECORATING/ 
INTERIOR DESIGN/STAGING 
ALTO INTERIORS Page 49
DECOR WITH CENTS Page 49
ELEGANT LIVING DECORATING Page 49
EVA CREATIVE INTERIORS Page 49
KRISTA SALTER DESIGN Page 49
NEVEN CUSTOM HOMES Page 7

KITCHEN & BATH 
BARTON DISCOUNT CENTRE Page 42
CR TECHNICAL WOODWORKING Page 5
DECORRESTORE Page 19
GRANITE PLUS Page 9
ONTARIO STONE DESIGN Page 16
UNIQUE CUSTOM CABINETS Page 13

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/ 
LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN  
DANASY LANDSCAPING Page 27
ENVISION LANDSCAPES Page 43
ZEN CONSTRUCTION Page 6

LIGHTING  
AVENUE LIGHTING & DESIGN Page 18
ELM RIDGE LIGHTING & INTERIORS Page 49

MOVING & STORAGE 
MOUNTAINEER MOVERS LTD Page 43

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 
GOOD SHEPHERD Page 44
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF  
	 HAMILTON-BURLINGTON Page 18

PAINTING & DECORATING  
DE JONGE DECORATING LTD. Page 6
DECORRESTORE Page 19
JOHN DUFFY PAINTING & DECORATING Page 30
PAINTING CANADA Page 32, 44

PARTY SUPPLIES 
KERRY'S PARTY FOR LESS Page 39

PET SERVICES 
FOR THE LOVE OF CATS Page 49

PLANNING & PROJECT  
MANAGEMENT 
GREENBOX ARCHITECTURE Page 13
NEVEN CUSTOM HOMES Page 7

PLUMBING 
ARCHIE HORN & SON LTD. Page 26, 30

REAL ESTATE  
COLDWELL BANKER PINNACLE  
	 REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE – 
	 VINCE FRACASSI Page 33
CORE REAL ESTATE TEAM –  
	 BRAD ROBERTS, CORINNE BYGGDIN Page 11
JUDY MARSALES REAL ESTATE –  
	 KIM BERTLING Page 17
JUDY MARSALES REAL ESTATE –  
	 JENNIFER DANIEL Page 3
JUDY MARSALES REAL ESTATE – 
	 SARIT ZALTER Page 52
LISTED – CHCH TV Page 42

STAIRS/RAILINGS 
TRINITY RAIL & TRIM Page 43

WELL INSPECTION/REPAIR/ 
MAINTENANCE 
CLEAN WELLS Page 17

WINDOW FASHIONS  
BUY THE YARD INTERIORS Page 12
DONNA BURROWS INTERIORS Page 44, 49
EMILY'S SILK TREES & SUCH INC. Page 19

WINE 
THE WINE SHOP Page 2

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/hamilton

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
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MARINA SOARE, Sales Manager 
MARIO BRUNO, General Manager
Performance Lexus

Pictured with Matt Hayes, 102.9 K-Lite Morning Show Host,  
spokesperson for Performance Lexus in Hamilton

WORKSTEAM

This issue 
we celebrate 
teamwork!  
Here are the 
professionals 
you want to play 
on your team... 

SARIT ZALTER 

JORDAN ZALTER
Sales Representatives, 
Judy Marsales Real Estate 
Ltd. 

What's it like working with 
family? It’s a very natural 
relationship! Being mother 
and son, we work side-by-side 
seamlessly. We are able to pull it 
off because we really respect each 
other and listen to each other’s 
opinions. There is 200 per cent 
trust between us.

Why do you love working 
in real estate? Every day is 
different! We meet people from 
all walks of life and we get to 
become part of their lives. And 
we make people’s dreams come 
true – it’s cliché but it’s true.

What has contributed to 
your success? Dedication, 
hard work and truly caring 
about our clients.

STORY  
MELISSA NORTH

PHOTOGRAPHY  
KELLY HORKOFF

How does teamwork figure in your business? At Lexus, 
people are our most important resource and the foundation 
of our success. Together we create an environment of 
mutual trust, promote personal growth, and foster and 
reward teamwork and employee involvement.

What features are your customers looking for this 
year? The Lexus trademarks of comfort, quality and luxury 

are always in demand, but also sought after this year is sleek 
design and intuitive technology.

Why is fall a good time to buy a new car? Fall is a good 
time to buy as traditionally new models are introduced 
and special model year incentives are being offered on the 
current line-up of inventory. So selection is always great and 
the value incentives exist for all inventory. Continued on page 48
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TRACEY DIBUSSOLO 
LISA VAN EVERY 
Owners, Elm Ridge Lighting & Interiors 

What do you love about working together? First 
and foremost, we are best friends. We spend more 
time together than we do with our families! And we 
share the same goal – to make our customers happy 
with their lighting choices. 

What is your strength as a business? We pride 
ourselves on the relationships we create with our 
customers. When people are happy with their lighting 
and the service they receive, they pass it on. This 
brings us a lot of “word of mouth” business. So, in the 
end, the best thing about our job and our work is our 
customers. Without them, we would be nothing. 

Another favourite aspect of your work? A fun 
part is selecting the product, putting it together (well, 
sometimes), and displaying it.  OH 

SANDY BRINK-ANDERSON  
JEFF ANDERSON  
Partners, Comfortzonz

What makes Comfortzonz a team effort? Our 
shop reflects us both, displaying our personalities. 
Sandy is the social shop keeper, keeping the 
business side on track, while Jeff stays in the 
background putting his creative mind to work 
designing and creating gorgeous furniture. Few 
people can be married, in business together and be 
best friends as well!

How do you bring out the best in each other? 
We’re like yin and yang – one’s strength is the 
other’s weakness. Being aware of this, we give each 
other the freedom to expand on our individual 
strengths and learn from our weaknesses.

What can’t your customers get enough of 
this season? Reclaimed wood harvest tables 
(like the one in the photo) built to suit clients’ 
spaces, functionality and visual appeal. And, 
of course, found, repurposed treasures made 
into unique pieces.

Liz DiTomaso
289 273 5717

elegantlivingdecorating@gmail.com
elegantlivingdecorating.ca

Follow
u s  o n

elegant decorating
residential | redesign | renew

INTERIOR DECORATING SERVICES
ELEGANT REAL ESTATE STAGING SERVICES

Authorized Retailer for the  
Bellissima outdoor fixture by SNOC

Elm 
Ridge

Lighting & Interiors 

389 Barton Street, Stoney Creek 
9 0 5 - 6 6 4 - 1 9 1 2

www.elmridgelighting.com

More Than 
Lighting!

Marketplace To order a listing in  marketplace, please contact: 
Laurie Lotimer • 905.516.8933 • laurie@ourhomesmagazine.com

Jennifer Moore • 905.320.7818 • jmoore@ourhomesmagazine.com

905-388-9871 • shirley@kittycare.ca 
www.kittycare.ca 

Shirley Bailey
PROFESSIONAL CAT-SITTER/BONDED/INSURED

PROFESSIONAL CAT SITTING 
SERVICE LOOKING AFTER YOUR 

CATS IN THEIR OWN HOME. LEAVE 
YOUR PETS IN THE COMFORT OF 

FAMILIAR SURROUNDINGS.

In-your-home Kitty Care
For the Love of Cats!

SERVING 
HAMILTON, 

ANCASTER & 
DUNDAS

Donna Burrows
I N T E R I O R S

BLINDS • SHUTTERS • DRAPERIES

 905.560.7715
donnaburrows56@hotmail.com

Custom Sales & Installation 
In-Home Consultation
40 Years Experience

Custom created by me at home

905.577.2151  www.altointeriors.ca 
marycath@altointeriors.ca

Mary Cath  Altobelli

905.630.7785 info@kmsalterdesign.com 
www.kmsalterdesign.com

Designing Interiors. 

Enhancing Lifestyles.Carol Fines
905.617.4911
carol1can@gmail.com
www.decorwithcents.com

Designs Tailored To...Your Needs, Personality & Budget

STAGING • COLOUR CONSULTATION • INTERIOR DECORATING

Carol Can
DECOR WITH CENTS
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1. Gabrielle Office Set – Pottery Barn 2. CableBox 
Mini – Bluelounge 3. Aqua Softie Grip Grass – 
Poppin 4. Union Square Office Chair – Zuo Modern 
Contemporary, Inc. 5. Grid File Base – EQ3 Ltd. 
6. Cool Gem Speaker – Ban.do 7. French Bull Dog 
Bookends – Pronto Innovations 8. Universal Expert 
Notice Board – West Elm 9. Single VERSI – Cool Invent 
10. iPhone® Gramophone – Restoration Hardware 
11. Zig Zag Pattern Pencil – Iomoi LLC 12. Zoo Desk 
– Nienkämper Inc. 13. Moment Stool – Nienkämper 
Inc.14. Scriber Desk – Elte 15. Nessie Pins – SuckUK  OH

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8 9

11

12

13

14

15

10
Colourful, contemporary décor 
to make your home office work 
for you.

DESIGNED 
TO WORK

OfficeAccessories.indd   2 2014-09-03   3:14 PM

*Complete Lexus Price is based on a 2015 RX 350 Sport Design and includes freight /PDI ($1,995), dealer fees, EHF Tires ($29), EHF 
Filters ($1), A/C Tax ($100), and OMVIC Fee ($5). Taxes, license, registration (if applicable) and insurance are extra. See Performance 
Lexus for details.

Discover a higher power.

performancelexus.ca

262 Lake Street, St. Catharines, ON
905-383-5888 • 1-888-451-0860

Visit Us At Lime Ridge Mall!

C O M P L I M E N TA RY  VA L E T  S E R V I C E  TO  YO U R  H O M E  O R  O F F I C E

The 2015 Lexus RX 350

RX
Complete Lexus Price

HST and licensing extra.

$52,728.45*
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Sales Representative

SARIT ZALTER

1238 Governor’s Rd ~ Ancaster  
$1,975,000

16 Dromore Cres ~ West Hamilton  
$624,900

 9 South St E ~ Dundas  
$499,900

(905) 522-3300       www.judymarsales.com

Real Estate is ultimately about helping buyers 
and sellers reach a decision that’s right for them. 
For most, this is going to be the biggest financial 
transaction you will ever be a part of.

Based on this, it makes sense that you would want 
a knowledgeable professional to guide you through 
this process.

905-522-3300 
zalter@judymarsales.com

www.judymarsales.com
www.saritzalter.com

Sarit is that professional!

“The secret to 
enjoying life 
is loving what 
you do.”

Country Estate With Over 23 Acres!  

Walk To Downtown Dundas!

In The Heart Of Westdale!

SaritZalter_Fall14.indd   1 2014-08-25   2:36 PM


