
CCindy Hamielec and Kieran 
Killian’s beautiful home 
is the house that almost 
wasn’t. It was scheduled 
for demolition the day after 
they closed the deal to buy 
it. The Hamilton Heritage 
Committee had fought to 
push back the demolition, 
but only the sale of the 
property would prevent its 
destruction. 

The couple knew none of this, however, and 
had not set out to save a historical home. 
Cindy and Kieran had been looking for the 
right house to fit their family of six for two 
years before stepping into their future home.

“When we walked in,” Cindy recalls, “my 
husband said, ‘No negotiating, give them what 
they are asking. This is the house.’”

The family was moving to Hamilton from 
Ancaster, where Cindy and Kieran had first 
combined their two families. As their four 
children were getting older, they were starting 
to feel a little cramped.

With their new home covering 9,000 sq. ft., 
space was no longer an issue. The family now 
had four bedrooms on the second floor and 
another three on the third, enough for a master 
bedroom, four rooms for the children, and 
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another for their live-in nanny, not to mention 
room for guests.

“We always had company,” says Cindy. 
“Everybody’s friends were always here.”

The house is over 120 years old, situated 
on the corner of what was once a single family 
property stretching from the Escarpment to 
Aberdeen, and from Bay to James.

Now, over 20 years after the Hamielec-
Killians first moved in, the kids are grown, and 
Cindy and Kieran live here with their two Old 
English Sheepdogs, Doug and Angus, and two 
cheeky cockatoos. 

OPPOSITE: Cindy decorates 
with flea market finds, new 
items and family treasures like 
the urns her parents brought 
back as gifts from their trip to 
China. Fireplaces serviced by 
The Source for Home Comfort. 
ABOVE: Pet love. Cindy with 
Angus and Chili. 

ON THE
HILL

Continued on page 22
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Inside the front door is a spacious, historic 
vestibule. Original maple floors reflect the 
warm light coming in from high windows. 
The house feels very Victorian with its 12-foot 
ceilings, foot-high baseboards, and glass 
rippled with age, but Cindy and Kieran have 
found the home fits modern life well.

“I hate closed doors,” says Cindy, on the 
airiness of the main floor. “I like it open.” So 
much so that instead of closing the living 
room door to keep out the dogs, the Hamielec-
Killians have a custom-built gate made from 
an old iron fireplace grate.

The living room has recently been 
renovated. “I needed a change,” explains Cindy. 
“I felt it looked like my grandmother’s living 
room rather than something more modern. I’m 

really happy with the way it turned out.”
The room is beautiful, a perfect mix of 

contemporary and traditional. The walls 
are painted an ash grey from Farrow & Ball, 
complemented by clean white trim, and black 
and taupe drapes. Cindy has furnished the 
room with a mix of wide, comfy chairs, and 
older-style tables. A crystal chandelier hangs 
above, and a slender silver lamp arcs over the 
back of one of the chairs.

“I’m almost afraid to use it,” Cindy admits 
as she looks around the room. “I need to start 
sitting in here and reading. We get beautiful 
sun coming in here in the afternoon.”

The kitchen, originally four small rooms, 
was renovated 20 years ago. A burst pipe 
in 2014 was the impetus Cindy needed to 

revamp the custom-made, higher-than-usual 
cupboards the parrots, Chili Pepper and 
Cleo, had creatively chewed. Decorrestore 
flawlessly repaired the cabinetry and painted 
it a mossy green. Cindy pats the black granite 
countertop from Granite Plus Inc. – she 
always wanted granite, but didn’t get it the 
first time round. Cindy and Kieran’s son-in-
law Jim Brown, who runs Brownstone 
Renovations and handles most of the house’s 
upkeep, replaced the damaged ceiling and 
installed a new silver and black backsplash. 

Jim also oversaw the renovation of the 
family room, adjacent to the kitchen. Here 
too, water had created havoc, in the form of 
a leaking skylight. The light-filled room is in 
constant use and overlooks the pool and yard.

ABOVE: A palette of 
earthy tones. Stylish 
backsplash tile from 
Eden’s Tile-It. FAR LEFT: 
Thoughtfully designed 
renovations opened the 
kitchen to the family 
room. LEFT: Melissa 
Flegg and Dennis 
Tosello, of Decorrestore, 
revamped the kitchen 
cabinetry. OPPOSITE: 
Cindy hired a designer 
to help her decorate her 
stylishly comfortable 
living room.

Continued on page 24
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“I have more trees, more animals, more 
birds here than I had in Ancaster, even though 
it’s downtown,” says Cindy. “It’s such a mature 
neighbourhood. I get cardinals and doves and 
all kinds of other birds at my birdfeeder.”

Pointing out a tall pine visible from the 
back deck, she says, “We planted that tree the 
year we moved in and look how huge it is. That 
was about two-feet tall when I planted it, and 
look at it! It’s grown up so nice and straight.”

“This is my cottage,” says Cindy fondly, 
looking at the pool and the yard. “My family 
and the grandchildren, they come here and 
this is their cottage too. In the summer they’ll 
come down and move in for the weekend.”

LEFT: This is a home where wood masks, gilt mirrors, 
ceramic roosters, tapestry chairs and modern art all 
happily cohabit. “I don’t have any particular style in 
mind,” says Cindy. “I just buy what I like.” BELOW 
LEFT: Jim Brown, owner of Brownstone Renovations. 
BELOW: The front staircase features beautifully 
preserved detailed woodwork.

Continued on page 26

316 Brock Road, Greensville (Dundas) 
905.627.4147 • www.thesourceforhomecomfort.com

• GAS FIREPLACES 
• WOODSTOVES 
• HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING 
• SALES & SERVICE

Offering the finest collection of quality wood  
and gas fireplace products...since 1975

Look for our next issue  
coming in Fall

www.tileit.ca 
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905.632.8066
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Mount Hope
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www.deboercabinets .ca

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Quality Workmanship & Design

Serving Haldimand, Norfolk and surrounding areas including 
Hamilton, Niagara, Toronto & the Muskokas
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Cindy’s enthusiasm for Victorian properties 
has led her to purchase and renovate other 
homes in the Hamilton area, which have been 
divided into apartments, most of which are 
rented by word of mouth alone.

She remembers passing by houses like this 
one, years before buying her dream home on 
the hill. “I used to walk by and look at all the 
big houses and say, ‘Wouldn’t it be awesome to 
live in one of those one day?’”  OH

ABOVE: The Junior League of Hamilton-
Burlington originally styled the drapes and 
bedding in this bedroom, for a holiday house 
tour. Cindy stood in line for two-and-a-half 
hours just to (anonymously) see her own 
home! BELOW: Ahh, summer. Everyone 
enjoys getting poolside, including Angus and 
Doug, and Chili the parrot.
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Brownstone Renovations and 

Property Management • Bud’s 

Spas & Pools • Covers Canada 

Inc. • Decorrestore • Eden’s Tile-
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Heating & Cooling Ltd. • The 

Source for Home Comfort
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www.mountaineer.on.ca
wmk@mountaineer.on.ca

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
 Office/Household 
Moving across Canada

 Short & Long Term 
Heated Private Storage

 Free In-Home 
Estimates Available

 You can also find all 
your moving needs at 
our office

 Piano moving specialist 
for over 30 years

Call For All Your Moving Needs

905.561.8880 | 1.800.263.4561
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Emilio Violin  (905) 807-2330
violincontracting.ca

• SPECIALIST IN CENTURY HOME  
REMODELING & RENOVATION

• CUSTOM HOMES / ADDITIONS /  
KITCHENS / BATHS / BASEMENTS

• FULLY LICENSED & INSURED
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