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Introducing the all-new, three-row 2019 Subaru Ascent. This mid-size SUV features a 
turbocharged 2.4L SUBARU BOXER engine that creates the power of a 6-cylinder with the effi ciency 
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SUV. Visit ontario.subarudealer.ca or your local Subaru Dealer for more information.

SUB1803030 SubaruAscent_Summer2018_OurHomes.indd   1 2018-03-26   3:49 PM
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with Gennex Colour Technology deliver greater colour consistency and exceptional durability.
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ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE Tyler AnnetteRTHERE WAS A COOL ART EXHIBIT at the Gibson Gallery 
recently. It featured vignettes of mid-century modern furniture 
paired with selected artworks. The art and the sleek, utilitarian 
furniture were shown together to highlight a design-oriented 
lifestyle that speaks to individuality. I felt this idea aligned perfectly 
with what we’re all about at OUR HOMES, nudging readers 
toward developing individuality and a personal sense of beauty 
in their homes. 

So I reached out to Gibson Gallery associate director Jennie 
Kraehling. The show was not about matching art with furniture 
per se, but Kraehling very kindly passed on a few helpful tips for 
enhancing our rooms with art. 

She advises us to focus on a feature wall and commit to at least 
one major piece, moving furniture away from a wall to accommodate 
larger paintings. Before hanging art, make sure to move around your 
room to determine the best sightlines. Invest in recessed lighting to 
maximize the presence of your art. 

Kraehling says large paintings work really well in dining rooms, 
but if you are grouping smaller pieces here or elsewhere, put odd 
numbers together. She adds that colours don’t have to match, but 
they should be complementary when making a grouping. Change up 
the tone for impact and think about mixing mediums: for instance 
paintings, works on paper, photography and sculpture.

And now to this issue of OUR HOMES in which we welcome 
summer. While naturally our attention heads outdoors, there are many 
hours to enjoy our indoor spaces, too. Happily, the feature homes in this 
issue inspire inside and out. We also hear about all-important business 
values on our People pages, enjoy a selection of seasonal ideas in Style 
Picks and take a Spotlight tour of delightful vintage finds and furniture 
painting supplies at Stan Portley’s.

Thank you to the Gibson Gallery for your words of wisdom, and to 
the London homeowners, designers, retailers, suppliers and trades who 
have made this another fantastic issue!

Cheers,

Mary Hatt, Managing Editor
mary.hatt@ourhomes.ca

Follow us       Subscriptions subscribe@ourhomes.ca

Get more at ourhomes.caonline

LIVING 
WITH ART

Do you have a 
fabulous product or  
a gorgeous home 

you would like featured in 
an upcoming issue?

Perhaps you are a local tradesperson 
that provides exceptional service to  

London and Middlesex County?

We are always on the lookout for great feature homes, 
exceptional tradespeople and local shops to feature.

Give us a call or send us an email.  
We would love to hear from you!

ourhomes.ca/london

Sylvie Roth  519.851.1041  sylvie.roth@ourhomes.ca

Lisa Merrell  1.877.600.4840 x1 or 705.445.5065 x200 
lisa.merrell@ourhomes.ca
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Built to Last a Lifetime
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High Quality, Custom Designed  

& Handmade Solid Wood Furniture
Lowest Price Guaranteed 
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2 locations
to serve  

you better
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Hire a qualified electrician. 
Outdoor lighting requires 
special attention and fixtures 
can be located in hard-to-reach 
places. You only want to do this 
once, safely and according to 
the Ontario Building Code.

Buy quality, long-lasting finishes. 
Quality housing protects the light and is 
more resistant to the elements, so fixtures last longer with little 
to no maintenance.

Colour temperature. Do you want cool or warm light? Selecting 
the correct lamp can dramatically change the look and feel of 
your outdoor space. 

HOW MUCH IS TOO MUCH? 
Be kind to the night sky and your neighbours by directing lights 
downward, use low glare fixtures and place motion sensors on 
essential outdoor lamps. Turn lights off when not in use.

NEW, NOTABLE & SOMETHING SPECIAL
Today’s technology lets you have more fun outdoors both 
night and day, with clever and charming items such as: 

Portable LED lanterns with wireless speakers. 
Great for condos and other areas where no 
electrical outlets are available. The Uma Sound 
Lantern by Design Within Reach (DWR) has a 
dimmable light with a speaker.

Chandeliers for that extra bit of panache. Feiss 
makes an explosive orb chandelier that adds 
elegance to any outdoor dining area.

Mobile lighting in the form of wireless globes, 
cube tables and other pieces of furniture. They 
are cordless and rechargeable with a colour 
rotation to suit your mood or occasion. 
DWR makes a variety of globes that 
are waterproof and glow in a variety 
of colours.

String lights in a variety of shapes and 
sizes and price points set a festive mood 
for patios and balconies.

LED candles come pretty close to the 
real thing.

P.S. PREPARE FOR WINTER
I know it’s summer, but don’t forget to prepare for winter. Check 
bulbs and replace them with LED bulbs, clean fixtures and 
adjust timers. You can still enjoy the winter landscapes while 
cosy inside.

Now, you have everything you need to get your exterior glowing 
and enjoy your fabulous soirées.  OH

First impressions matter, 
whether it’s a single family 
bungalow or a condominium 
building. Outdoor lighting can 
improve curb appeal, welcome 
you home and make you feel 
safe and secure. 

Because lighting choices and 
applications are limitless, you 
need a well-thought-out plan 
to help beautify your outdoor 
living space. 

LIGHTING STRATEGY
What is your outdoor 
personality? To determine 
that, you’ll need to ask:

What do I love most about my 
yard, patio or balcony?

When and how will I be using 
my outdoor space?

When and where is security 
lighting most important?

Do I need help? Can a 
professional help me achieve 
my objectives? 

Lighting up your yard, garden, 
deck or patio is a great way 
to extend the square footage 
of your living space. It adds 
ambience to your home, 
promotes enjoyment and 
maximizes your entertainment 
space, adding to your 
personal style, comfort and 
convenience. 

Strategic placement of 
fixtures can enhance the 
architecture and the use 
of your space. Here are 
some options:

Up-lighting – lights from below 
to create a focal point in the 
landscape 

Wall washing – general 
illumination

Silhouetting – dramatizes an 
interesting shaped object 

Step lighting – illuminates 
stairways and walkways 

Path lighting – enhances 
landscaping elements such 
as flower beds, shrubbery 
and borders while safely 
illuminating pathways 

Deck and patio lighting 
– provides safety and 
accent lighting 

BEFORE YOU INVEST
What you need to know 
before purchasing 
and installing outdoor 
light fixtures:

Not all light fixtures can be 
used outdoors. Check the 
safety rating for damp or wet 
locations. 

Interior Designer Dolores Pian shares her ideas.

NIGHT 
LIGHTS

FEISS: Ledgend LED Outdoor Sconce

FEISS: Hilo 12-Light 
Outdoor Chandelier

DWR: Ball Portable 
LED Lamp

DWR: Uma 
Sound Lantern

Advice_NightLights.indd   gutter 2018-04-25   4:48 PM

LivingLIGHTING London 
1673 Richmond Street N., London, Ontario N6G 2N4 • 519-667-3022

Walk into our store and you’ll find countless options ranging from the hottest new styles 
to perennial favourites…in various price ranges sure to fit your lifestyle and budget.

To see our products, visit LivingLIGHTING.com

Custom Fireplace, Entertainment,  
Mudroom & Office Cabinetry

519.652.0013 • www.allensbuiltins.ca
DEsign CEntrE: 2200 Wharncliffe rd. s., London On

Call for a free Consultation!

Leader in retractabLe awning 
and soLar screen systems

519-473-1723
2425 oxford st. w., London 

mon.-Fri. 9:00 – 5:00 & sat. 9:00 – 3:00 
www.londonawnings.com

Over 35 Years of Excellence

Your ExpErts
44 Meg Drive (off  Exeter Road),  London 

519-668-1200 • 1-800-265-1208 
www.tableandchair.ca

advice
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welcome
ADDITIONS

PHOTOGRAPHY JACKIE NOBLE

1  WESTLAND GALLERY 

Painting
Artist Gordon Harrison is renowned for his bold, 
colourful works inspired by Canada’s landscapes. A 
juried member of the Society of Canadian Artists and  
L’Académie Internationale des Beaux-Arts du Québec, in 
2016 Harrison was recognized as Best Solo Artist at the 
New York International Art Expo. 

156 Wortley Rd. 
519.601.4420 | westlandgallery.ca

2   FRAMING & ART CENTRE

Felt Bowls
Playful and environmentally friendly, these catch-all 
containers by SOL Designs make a colourful decorative 
splash and come in handy for organizing. SOL is 
proud to partner with Smile/Epic St. Malo, creating 
employment for adults living with intellectual disabilities. 

188 Kent St. 
519.438.2534 | framingandart.ca 

3   THE TABLE & CHAIR CO.

Cantilever Umbrella
Stay cool and shaded on your patio with a Galtech 
International cantilever umbrella. Both stunning and 
functional, the umbrella oscillates and tilts to your liking 
with sturdy stainless-steel cables. Pick from a wide 
selection of Sunbrella fabrics. 

44 Meg Dr. 
519.668.1200 | tableandchair.ca

4   STEEL GRILL CATERING

Fruit Platter
Add delicious pizzazz to your outdoor party with a 
custom fruit platter or other decadent creation from 
this award-winning caterer. From full-scale caterings to 
custom platters for pick-up or delivery, the Steel Grill 
promises delicious fare. 

1674 Dundas St. E. (by appointment) 
519.453.8222 | steelgrill.com

5   ELMIRA STOVE WORKS

Wood Fired Grill
The barrel-style Timberline 850 takes outdoor cooking to 
a new level. Three-tier stainless grates let you cook more 
at the same time, and the new TRU Convection system 
cooks it faster. The WiFIRE controller allows remote 
adjustments from the Traeger app on your phone.

2100 Oxford St. E., Unit 41 
519.451.2124 | elmirastoveworks.ca 

6   COPP’S BUILDALL

Composite Decking
This summer, go for high performance and style with 
an eco-friendly Fiberon composite deck. As a wood 
alternative, Fiberon offers the look of natural hardwood 
without the time and expense of maintaining it. Available 
in a wide range of colours, finishes and price points.

45 York St. | 519.679.9000 
1640 Fanshawe Park Rd. W. | 519.472.3648 
2090 Dundas St. | 519.659.9989 
4333 Colonel Talbot Rd. | 519.652.3575 
coppsbuildall.com  OH

In the mood for a summer update? Look 
to these items for seasonal inspiration.

1

2

3
4

5

6

ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 8   |  1312  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 8

style picks



INGREDIENTS
Makes 4 to 6 servings

5 cups watermelon, 
cubed and frozen

½ cup 
granulated sugar 

½ cup water 

1 750ml bottle 
of rosé wine

½ cup vodka 

Fresh mint

DIRECTIONS

Core and cube a large 
watermelon. Place cubes on a 
baking sheet and freeze.

Meanwhile, combine sugar and 
water in a saucepan. Simmer 
until sugar is dissolved, creating 
a simple syrup.

Just before serving, add all 
ingredients to a blender, adding 
½ cup of wine at a time. Pulse 
until smooth. Garnish with mint 
and serve. 

If you’re strapped for time, 
make frosé ahead of time and 
store in the freezer until ready to 
serve.  OH

watermelon
FROSÉ

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

The frosé (rhymes with okay) is the 
hottest drink of summer. This wine-
based frozen slushie gets its flavour 
from watermelon, the season’s 
most popular fruit. Perfect for the 
patio or around the pool.

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

WatermelonFrose.indd   1 1/2pg 2018-05-07   2:41 PM

Corporate  �  CoCktail reCeptions  �  Weddings  

bdbdWinner 2011-2017

Catering to 
london’s finest 

venues & private 
parties…with 
personality.

519.453.8222
steelgrill.com

Catering to 
london’s finest 

venues & private 
parties…with 
personality.

519.453.8222
steelgrill.com

Give your business the benefit of premium exposure and connect, 
like never before, to our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Sylvie Roth
519.851.1041 

sylvie.roth@ourhomes.ca

Lisa Merrell
705.445.5065 x200 

lisa.merrell@ourhomes.ca

519-451-2124
2100 Oxford Street East, Unit 41, London, ON N5V 4A4

www.elmirastoveworks.ca

Modern Technology, Timeless Beauty
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I

Arrange permits 
If you want to block off traffic, check in 
early with your municipality about permit 
fees, barricades or other requirements. 
For her street’s October event, Bailie says, 
“I begin permit applications in January 
or February so that there is a placeholder 
date for Transportation Services each 
year… I also need to reach out to other 
city divisions for approval with the waste 
collection plan, safety plan, fire plan, 
sound amplification (if applicable). We 
also need to provide general liability 
insurance as part of the road closure 
permit application process.”

With these extras, Torr warns, “It is not a 
cheap endeavour.”

C over costs
After designing your event, Harrison 
suggests agreeing on a per-household 
donation to cover agreed-upon items. 
And don’t forget to check with your 
municipality – some have funding 
available. Burlington for example, waives 
street closure fees and offers funding up 
to $300 for block events like hockey and 
movie nights. 

Share the workload
Having a fearless leader is great, Harrison 
says, “But you also need people to 
recognize that not everything can be done 
by one person.” She suggests a steering 
committee and planning meetings. Then, 
for the actual party, delegate. With her 
day-long extravaganza, Harrison says, 
“Every family had to participate” with 
tasks ranging from running kids’ activities 
to clean-up crew.

Pass on knowledge 
Harrison says she’s now backed away 
from a leadership role. “My kid is 21. I 
might be there on the evening to eat 
but chances are I’m doing something 
else later,” she says. But not before she 
wrote up a project plan. Ultimately, while 
events may ebb and flow, passing on your 
knowledge makes it much more likely that 
the event you started might just live on for 
decades.  OH

Define your goals
Are you aiming to build community and 
inclusivity, or make memories for the 
neighbourhood kids? A clear vision helps 
guide planning decisions and also adds a 
sense of purpose to your event. Katharine 
Harrison, who launched a hugely successful 
event on her street 20 years ago, says 
she sought to build a safe and caring 
community after her son, now 21, was born 
with a disability. Over the years, she says, 
“The street became so social and so safe.” 

A few streets over, Rob Torr, Steph 
Graham and Theresa Bailie dreamed of an 
alternative car-free Halloween celebration. 
Now in its 10th year, their spooky-safe 
street event draws 300-plus kids.

Do lots of consultation and 
communication
Will we have a small potluck or line 
cooks? Activities? Do we block off the 
street or gather in a backyard? What’s the 
best date? When starting up, Harrison 
recommends consulting neighbours 
on key aspects: “If you want the most 
people and participation, that’s what you 
need to do.” 

Then, keep everyone in the loop with a 
Save the Date. The week before, send 
specifics about food, parking, kids’ 
activities, etc. 

Street parties are deeply embedded in Canadian culture. 
In Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood, for example, Walmer 
Road residents recently toasted their 30th annual party, 
complete with dancing and tug of war. 

Similarly, in the east end, many streets, mine included, 
have long-standing party traditions. With side benefits like 
increased safety and community spirit, these parties also 
tend to be keenly envied by everyone else. I can’t count how 
often I’ve heard, “Wow, I wish we had a street party!” 

So does your street want in on the party action? It’s 
actually surprisingly doable – and so worthwhile. We 
consulted several successful party organizers in Toronto’s 
east end and got recommendations for would-be planners.

CREATE THE BEST

STREET
PARTY
EVER

HOW  TO

STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE

It’s a simple yet powerful concept – an 
entire block whooping it up in the 
middle of the road. For a few hours, 
traffic and regular routines are swapped 
out for barbecue grills, coolers full of 
beverages, road hockey and glow-stick 
wielding kids. As the daylight fades, new 
friendships have already begun to form.

HowToCreateTheBestStreetPartyEver.indd   DPS 2018-04-25   5:07 PM

outdoor living
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beautiful

BOHO
STORY MARY HATT  |   PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

“ANYTHING OLD 
AND WELL USED HAS 
A CERTAIN ENERGY.” 
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Let’s start 
with a little 
background  
on your home:
My husband, Andy Roth, 
bought it 20 years ago. He 
loved the location, in the 
core but at the end of a 
dead-end street so there’s 
not a lot of traffic. An added 
feature was the very large lot. 
Originally there were three 
apartments in the house, and 
we continue to have a tenant 
upstairs. When I moved 
in after we got married 11 
years ago, the house was 
pretty beat up. We’ve been 
renovating ever since. 

How did you get your 
place ready to live 
in… and decorate?
We started by turning the two main-floor 
apartments into one, giving us around 
1,600 square feet of living space. We 
knocked down some walls and we stripped 
most of the original doors. I love the 
weathered look they have now. Since 
it is a Victorian home, we added crown 
mouldings (North Pole Trim & Supplies 
Ltd.) in the rooms we gutted. They match 
original mouldings in the other rooms. 
New maple floors and new windows 
(Copp’s Buildall) made the place more 
liveable. Of course we also had to replace 
wiring (Triple D Electrical Ltd.) and put in 
a new heating and cooling system (Design 
Heating Systems Inc.).

Spending time in an interior that has been professionally 
curated and designed is always a treat, especially when the 
home happens to belong to the designer herself. Sylvie Roth 
of Sylvie’s Interior Design invited OUR HOMES to poke 
around her Victorian era cottage in London’s Old North. We 
spoke with Roth about her recent reno and the decidedly 
bohemian – aka boho – style she brought with her from 
Montreal. Carefree, vintage-loving, layered and art-centred, 
it’s a signature look that she’s added to many other London 
interiors over the past 12 years.

Continued on page 22

LEFT: Vibrant art and warm wood create a cosy 
ambience for dining. BELOW: Sylvie plans to redo the 
kitchen soon, replacing the present island with a much 
larger one and creating the same vibe with the beauty 
of repurposed materials where possible. BOTTOM: 
Sylvie transcribed favourite Quebecois recipes onto 
the pantry’s chalkboard wall.

The den leads to the 
master bedroom as well 
as an office and dressing 
room. Benjamin Moore 
paint in Raccoon Fur is the 
backdrop for art as well as 
Andy Roth’s wood furniture 
creations. The sofa wall 
is painted Oxford White. 
Lots of blankets, pillows, 
baskets and poufs are 
signature boho. ABOVE: 
An heirloom bench in the 
pantry invites company 
to watch the pastry chef 
roll out pie dough atop an 
old workbench, amid the 
pleasant clutter of vintage 
platters and bowls.
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How would 
you describe 
your home now?
Very simple, but very eclectic. 
My house is filled with pieces 
that I’ve had for years. I don’t 
get rid of much and my style 
really hasn’t ever changed. I 
go for materials that are never 
going to date. I love mostly 
raw materials, like wood and 
concrete. Iron, too. Andy has 
framed all our mirrors using 
angle iron. I love their rusticity. 

What are the chief 
elements of boho?
Mixing old and new is very 
important. We’ve got crown 
mouldings but we also have sliding 
metal doors. I have a chrome 
light fixture in my kitchen that 
works beautifully over the butcher 
block bar. 

I am drawn to distressed rugs, 
doors and furniture. I like to 
bring organic elements into my 
lighting, choosing fixtures made 
from paper, rope and metal. I’m 
all about textural accessories 
and I like layering with throws 
and cushions.

 I love to repurpose. Our kitchen 
butcher block bar was made from 
an old piece of timber that was 
originally a skid for transporting 
transformers. Andy’s friend had 
seen a few of these skids and told 
Andy, “You have to get one!”

For a while you lived in another 
old cottage, but came back here 
almost a year ago. What have you 
done since moving back in?
We made our front entryway more functional by adding a bench 
and built-in shelving by Roth Design Inc., and Andy has also put 
in two gorgeous bathroom vanities that look fantastic paired with 
fixtures from Aqualuxe Bath Showroom.

We have repainted throughout with three of my favourite 
Benjamin Moore colours from Clancy’s Rainbow - Oxford White, 
Wrought Iron and Racoon Fur. They show art beautifully, and I 
do love original art! In fact, it’s hard for me not to buy it. I would 
rather have a blank wall than a reproduction. I love working with 
artists, especially Biljana Vujicic and Vanessa Zita Vanderider, both 
from London. I relate to their stories and their passion, and I enjoy 
promoting their work.

Continued on page 24

TOP: Part of the home office is a 
spacious dressing room. Vintage 
storage baskets and boxes, woven 
baskets and bowls and a leather 
basket chair with braided contours 
add decorative punch. RIGHT: 
Storage is a serious part of the 
room’s décor.

The airy guest room, painted in 
Oxford White, nails boho chic with 
its dhurrie rug and a twig chandelier. 
TOP RIGHT: A sliding metal door 
separates the den from the office 
where decorator supplies and samples 
are housed. BOTTOM RIGHT: The 
main bathroom repeats the blend of 
natural materials found throughout 
the home, here with concrete, wood, 
metal and woven rope lamp shades. 
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What have you 
prioritized during 
your renovations?
Flow is very important in a home. There 
should be no forbidden areas. We knocked 
out walls to create easy movement and 
sight lines between our main living areas. 
Of course we also had to work within 
certain limitations. I need a big office and 
work room, but I also need a big room to 
store my clothes. There wasn’t enough 
space to have both so now I’ve got a 
combination dressing room/office, which 
works great! Another “limitation” is that 
our master bedroom provides the only 
access from the house to our outdoor living 
space. But that’s ok. It’s a big, airy room 
with french doors. I just treat it as another 
beautiful room to experience while on my 
way outside.

“I LOVE MOSTLY 
RAW MATERIALS, 
LIKE WOOD AND 
CONCRETE. 
IRON, TOO.”

Continued on page 26

LEFT: An oversize mirror creates the feeling of space 
in the master bath where Andy built the substantial 
coffee-bean stained oak vanity. BELOW: One of Sylvie’s 
signature benches, repurposing leather belts pulled 
taught on an iron frame, graces the foot of the bed in the 
master bedroom. Luxurious yet unmatched linens finish 
the room with boho charm.

AffordAble luxury

1350 fanshawe Park rd. W., unit 2, london
t: 519.641.7555  •  f: 519.641.7551  •  www.aqualuxelondon.com

176 Rectory Street, London • 519-686-1545

■ Full Line Dealer Since 1986

■ Fully Equipped Service Vehicles

■ 24 Hour No Heat Service

■  No Interest or Payments 
for 3 Months O.A.C.

EnvironmEntally FriEndly  
air ConditionErs & FurnaCEs

   Call Us When You’re Hot…
                …Call Us When You’re Not

Buy a furnace  
or air conditioner 
with no money down for
as low as $34 a month! o.a.C.

up to
$850 
in opa

RebateS!

$1150 
union Gas

rEBatEBuy a  
FurnaCE
and GEt

$300 oFF
CEntral air

expiReS SeptembeR 30, 2018

CaRveR Sheet metaL
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Do you have 
any future 
plans for 
the house?
We plan to renovate 
the kitchen in the near 
future. In the meantime, 
we’ve got great new 
appliances (London 
Major Appliances) as well 
as a fabulous pantry just 
off the kitchen where I 
store my vintage platters. 
When we renovate we will 
build a Scandinavian-style 
glass-and-steel frame 
wall between the kitchen 
and pantry.

 We’ve done a lot here, 
and continue to do so, 
which is why we plan to 
stay forever.  OH

How have 
you taken 
your boho 
style outdoors?
Our outdoor living space 
is not all neat and tidy. It is 
rough and untended but in 
a planned kind of way. For 
pops of colour, we’ve used 
vintage chairs, the kind you 
could find outside motel 
rooms in the 1970s. You can 
still buy them from one or two 
suppliers. Our planters are 
old rusted metal boxes mixed 
with an assortment of pottery 
that we fill with hostas rather 
than flowers. We’ve got a fire 
pit surrounded by stumps 
to sit on. It’s a retreat, and a 
sanctuary. We like to call it 
“the simple life.”

TOP: Sylvie and Andy with Sylvie’s mother, Cecile, left, enjoy summer sangria while 
one of the Roth’s three Westies enjoys his perch by the fire. ABOVE: The oversize 
property, festooned with string lights and plenty of seating, is always at the ready for 
summer gatherings. 

Moulding Dreams Into Reality

2416 Sunningdale Road West, London, Ontario  •  519-472-7461  •  www.ccrbuilding.com

Before

TRANSFORMING •  DESIGNING •  DECORATION •  STAGING •  DECLUT TERING
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Arbour: An arbour is similar to a pergola, 
but on a smaller scale. Both arbours and 
pergolas can provide support for climbing 
plants, adding a lovely lush effect. 
Arbours can frame a view when placed 
alone or added in succession to provide a 
gorgeous tunnel effect. 

Pavilion: A pavilion is an open-air structure 
with a solid roof. They generally don’t have 
walls but are sometimes enclosed on one 
or two sides for privacy or wind shelter. A 
wonderful function of having a solid roof is 
that these spaces are protected from the 
elements so there’s no need to store outdoor 
cushions or apply furniture coverings. These 
spaces are ideal as outdoor living rooms 
complete with plush sofas, toss pillows and, 
of course, a freestanding fireplace.

Gazebo: Similar to a pavilion and 
offering many of the same functional 
benefits, a gazebo has a solid roof and no 
walls but with one key difference – they 
are always octagonal in shape. These fit in 
well to country settings but in a modern 
application they often look awkward. 

TIP: Sometimes prefabricated metal and 
cloth canopy structures (typically sold by big 
box stores) are also called gazebos. Though 
these are tempting because of their price 
point, they are a temporary solution and will 
require frequent replacement. 

Greenhouse: Perhaps these buildings 
are self-explanatory but couldn’t you just 
imagine a gorgeous glass greenhouse 
in your backyard filled with lavish plants 
and a swanky little seating set ready for 
afternoon tea or an evening glass of vino? 
As these are prefabricated, there is no 
need for architectural design, though 
proper placement is crucial. Buyers 
beware – permits may also apply!

Though a landscape designer can provide 
concept plan and inspirational photos as the 
starting point for outdoor structure design, 
most will require a technical draftsman to 
blend detailing with local building code 
requirements. This can be accomplished 

through some combination of a Landscape 
Architect/Engineer/Builder/Architectural 
Technologist. Designing an outdoor structure 
is a process and a specialty field – larger 
structures will require building permits and 
zoning permissions. 

As the illustrious Benjamin Franklin 
once said, “The bitterness of poor quality 
remains long after the sweetness of low price 
is forgotten.” The application of this phrase to 
outbuilding construction is no exception. Be 
forewarned – great tradespeople are in short 
supply and many good builders are already 
fully booked a whole year in advance. Take 
your time to find the construction company 
that’s right for you and be prepared to wait for 
the perfect end result.  OH

Melanie is a landscape designer and a certified 
horticulturalist.

Not only do garden structures provide functional requirements 
such as shade, shelter and privacy, they also enhance the 
landscape by adding opportunity to express one’s individual 
personality and style. 

Garden structures have countless uses – anything from 
saunas and yoga rooms to complete outdoor kitchens with 
fireplaces, pizza ovens and home theatres. They also come 
in many different shapes, forms and combinations. Let’s 
take a closer look.

Cabana: A cabana (sometimes called a pool house) is 
basically a miniature house that usually shares architectural 
style with the existing home. They typically hold the pool 
equipment and have plumbing, electrical and fixtures just 
like any house, and can serve a multitude of functions 
in the backyard. Pool houses are the epitome of luxury 
and can even be equipped with glass walls and pocket 
doors that can open up fully for the summer months. 
They sometimes are designed with a pavilion or pergola 
attached to create a unique structure that maximizes 
outdoor living space.

Pergola: A pergola is an outdoor structure that consists 
of posts or columns and an open “roofing” grid of beams 
and rafters. Often rustic and made of wood (though 
sometimes modern and metal) these offer aesthetic value 
and a feeling of walls and ceiling. They provide some 
sun protection by way of light filtration but not any real 
protection from rain and other adverse weather. An option 
is to build it with a louvered cover system that can open 
and shut as needed, offering maximum versatility. They can 
be freestanding or attached to the home, depending on 
the structure and rooflines with pillars added to the posts if 
appropriate for the space. 

SHELTER
give me

STORY MELANIE REKOLA

The addition of a fabulous outdoor structure 
enhances a backyard garden by providing 
an architectural destination to enjoy with 
family and friends. Garden structures firmly 
underpin and contrast the relaxed shapes of 
plants, thus providing valuable focal points.

Get more gardening at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/outdooronline

GiveMeShelter.indd   DPS 2018-04-25   5:15 PM
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THE PAINT: Two magnificent vintage 

cupboards greet visitors to the 

showroom, presenting a colourful 

array of paints produced by Cottage 

Paint, van Gogh Fossil Paint and Fusion 

Mineral Paint. There are other tools of 

the trade available, including brushes 

in all shapes and sizes, stencils and 

spackling compound.

DIY: Painted furniture has come a long 

way since the days of shabby chic and 

milk paint. For one thing, it’s now easier 

for the DIYer to make something look 

professionally finished. The new Fusion 

mineral paints have an acrylic factor that 

eliminates the need for a top coat, John 

explains. “Fusion has produced very 

good how-to videos,” he adds. Fusion 

also offers artistic enhancement products, 

such as liming wax, which add depth and 

elegance to finishes. 

THE STYLE: “We like to think we have a 

friendly countenance,” John says, adding 

that in his mind Stan Portley is a small-

town friendly guy who is a little, well, 

portly. There is plenty of room here to 

operate their popular how-to classes from 

a full calendar of workshops from which 

you will come away with a creation such 

as a rustic sign, a tray, crate or farmhouse 

clock. Other workshops cover a range 

of paintology techniques such as barn 

board, suede, rustic tin, marble plaster, 

even tie-dye finishes!

THE STORY: When Bobbie Robinson’s 

sister Ann was a little girl she couldn’t 

pronounce Port Stanley, the name of the 

little Lake Erie village where her family 

went to the beach. To Ann, that favourite 

summer spot was always Stan Portley. Years 

later in 2003, Ann, Bobbie and Bobbie’s 

husband John opened a gift shop in the 

beach town. They didn’t have to think twice 

about a name! Stan Portley’s expanded 

to London in 2011. Here it has morphed 

into a busy hub for anyone interested in 

the art of painting furniture and collectibles 

and creating special finishes for walls. The 

Robinsons sold their Port Stanley building 

in 2014, took the remaining inventory and 

went looking for an even bigger space 

in London. They found a 4,000 sq. ft. 

showroom in the south end of town, and 

last year moved their giftware, art, vintage 

hardware and, of course, finished painted 

furniture and paint inventory into the new 

store on Ernest Avenue. 

A
painterly

PLACE
PHOTOGRAPHY JACKIE NOBLE & FUSION MINERAL PAINT

TRENDING: Pastel finishes and 

metallic finishes are popular. Team 

building and bridal party DIY 

workshops have been selling well.

FUN FACT: John and Bobbie are 

master trainers and mentors in 

paintology and faux finishing.

GET THERE: 1770 Ernest Ave., London 

519.601.3666 | stanportleys.com  OH

John Robinson
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Influenced by the elegant hallmarks of 1920’s ship travel, 

the ROHL® Michael Berman Graceline™ Series is the 

perfect blend of glam with industrial marvel. Subtle, 

nautically inspired knurling encircles “cleat-like” dial 

handles, as well as the neck and mouth of the graceful 

spout. Reminiscent of the fittings one might find on a 

classic yacht, the smooth lines of the Graceline™ Series 

are sleek and sophisticated. Finished here in Satin 

Gold, this fresh take on the past is specially crafted in 

North America. Exclusively from the House of ROHL®.

Graceful Curves.
Industrial Glam.
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FURNISHINGS
Another common design 
statement is created by 
carefully selecting furniture 
that is practical in nature and 
beautifully simple in form. As a 
mecca of mid-century modern 
design, the influence of this 
movement is evident in the clean 
lines and modern forms that 
have become synonymous with 
Californian style (think Palm 
Springs, home to Modernism 
Week, which is devoted to 
celebrating and fostering an 
appreciation for mid-century 
design and architecture.)

GREENERY
Bring the natural 
world indoors with 
lots of greenery through 
house plants. Try 
an oversize fig tree, 
a rubber tree, which 
are surprisingly easy 
to care for, cacti, or 
native botanicals to add 
the fresh feeling of Mother 
Nature in your living space. 
Integrating natural elements 
such as driftwood and other 
treasures found along the shore 
is another common way to 
accessorize the home. 

WALL ART
Art that is simple in form 
and appropriately scaled 
in tones reminiscent of 
the sand, ocean and desert 
landscapes complete the 
look. Adorn the walls with 
simple line drawings, textural 
woven wall hangings or 
paintings of native plants and 
animals to create a design 
aesthetic consistent with 
California style.  OH

PALETTE
To create this look in your 
own home, begin with a soft, 
neutral backdrop in a muted 
palette of whites and ivories for 
walls and ceilings to make the 
space feel bright, fresh and airy. 
Try Benjamin Moore’s Steam 
(AF-15),  White Down (CC-50) 
or Deep In Thought (AF-30). 
A plaster finish would be a 
welcome, warm element that 
references the Spanish influence 
of the Adobe architectural style. 

TEXTURE
Add in layers of natural textures 
such as heavy sisal and jute 
with softer elements such as a 
light cotton Turkish throw and 
breezy linen draperies. Natural, 
wire brushed and white-washed 
woods, worn leather, wrought 
iron and many handmade artisan 
elements such as woven baskets 
and imperfect pottery are also 
common design details. 

Bohemian touches like 
patterned tiles and textiles 
such as vintage Moroccan rugs, 
Turkish kilims, Navajo weaving 
or African mud cloth can add 
a focal statement piece while 
anchoring the space with a 
splash of colour and another 
layer of visual interest. 

California has always 
been trending in 
the world of design, 
but the coveted 
west-coast style is 
having a moment.

The interior of a California home reflects 
a certain reverence for the vast and 
diverse landscapes found within the 
state, which include the redwood forests, 
cliffs along the Pacific Ocean, countless 
sandy beaches, Red Rock Canyon, Joshua 
Tree National Park in the Mojave Desert 
or Lake Tahoe – just to name a few. The 
connection to the outdoors is a central 
tenet in creating a space that aligns with 
the style of the Golden State. 

With approximately 300 days of 
sunshine, Californians are well known 
for enjoying the out-of-doors and are 
recognized for being early adopters 
of sustainable initiatives and organic 
lifestyles. This connection to the 
landscape means that interior living 
environments often naturally extend to 
terraces and spaces that meld the worlds 
of indoor and outdoor living. 

Inspired and influenced by the 
landscape, California style can be 
described as casual, relaxed and organic 
while also reflecting a deliberate less-is-
more approach to obtain a look of curated 
minimalism. However, this simplistic 
approach is combined with the thoughtful 
layering of textures and a keen attention 
to natural and artificial lighting, which 
creates a warm and inviting space. 

GOLDEN 
STATE style
STORY TAMARISK MCNALTY STEPHENS

1. CB2: Love One Another Natural Pendant Light  2. TONIC LIVING: 
Mali Mud Cloth, Inked Pillow  3. TONIC LIVING: Turkish Towel – The 
Soho in Stone  4. PADDYWAX: 8oz Urban Candle in Tobacco + Patchouli  
5. TONIC LIVING: Hand Woven Baskets  6. CRATE AND BARREL: Large 
Botanica Vase  7. OLIVER WOOD DESIGNS: Large Distressed Stump 
Side Table  8. JAIPUR LIVING: Anatolia Ottoman Rug in Smoke Blue 
and Pelican  9. ABBOTT: Leafy Palm in Pot  10. CRATE AND BARREL: 
Manzanita Branch  11. DÉCORS VÉRONNEAU: Artificial 5-foot Traveller 
Palm  12. RENWIL: Force Wall Décor  13. RENWIL: Flint Framed Prints  
14. CB2: Kathleen Framed Print by Leslee Mitchell 15. RENWIL: Bratley 
Woolen Handwoven Wall Hanging  16. MOOOI: Zio Buffet  17. CRATE 
AND BARREL: Spoke Marble End Table  18. STYLUS: Naples Accent Chair  
19. CB2: Cacti Glow Brass Table Lamp  20. CB2: Moon 2-Piece Pearl Sofa
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GoldenStateStyle.indd   DPS 2018-04-25   5:35 PM
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HOW-TO 

Remove lids from 
jars. Mark the 
centre of the lids.

Using the nail and 
hammer, punch a 
hole in the lid.

Paint lids and 
wooden tray 
with the same 
colour of paint.

When dry, fasten 
knobs to lids and 
cork pads to tray.

TIP: You may 
have to cut or 
replace the knob 
screws if they are 
too long.  OH

JARBling
PROJECT DAWN MCCONNELL
PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

MATERIALS 

Jars with lids 
(mason jars or 
recycled jars)

Cabinet knobs 
or drawer pulls

Paint for 
metal and 
wood surfaces

Paintbrush

Large nail

Hammer 

1 piece of 
wood in 
desired tray size

Cork pads for 
bottom of tray

Top a jar with a 
decorative knob 
and create a simple 
solution for storing 
and displaying 
the personal care 
products you use 
every day.

Customize your 
jars with a knob 
that suits your 
personal style.

Discover more DIY projects 
at ourhomes.ca/mag/createonline

JarBling.indd   1 1/2pg 2018-04-25   5:37 PM
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A YOUNG MAN’S

VISION
STORY NICOLE LAIDLER

PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

So when his father, Ian Johnstone, purchased a stately home close to campus 
for Collin and his sister to live in while they attended Western University, it 
was only a matter of time before he put his stamp on the space. 

“I wanted to renovate immediately,” says the younger Johnstone. “It was 
something I’d been thinking about for years.” 

First came school, followed by three years in Ottawa working as a staffer 
in the Office of the Prime Minister. When he got back to London, Collin says 
the time was finally right to bring his vision for the Old North beauty to life. 

Ian Johnstone, who works between the Toronto and London offices 
of his law firm Johnstone & Cowling, agreed and put his son in charge 
of the project.  

COLLIN JOHNSTONE HAS BEEN READING
INTERIOR DESIGN MAGAZINES SINCE 
HE WAS 12 YEARS OLD. 

BELOW: DUO created space 
behind the kitchen for a spacious 
mudroom. Roth Design built 
the bench. BOTTOM: A handy 
beverage centre tucks into an 
alcove beside the fridge. RIGHT: 
New cabinetry and finishes are a 
serious nod to the era of the home. 
OPPOSITE: The reconfiguration 
of space delivered a stylish and 
functional layout. 

Continued on page 40

ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 8   |  3938  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 8

home & renovator



DUO Building Ltd. was brought 
in to oversee the kitchen and bathroom 
renovations, while Collin worked with Sylvie 
Roth of Sylvie’s Interior Design on lighting 
and some wall colour choices. 

Collin believes the home’s kitchen had not 
been touched for several decades. The dated 
space featured a dropped ceiling, tiled flooring 
and a layout that simply didn’t work as a 
gathering spot for family and friends. 

After gutting the existing kitchen, 
Atchison Plumbing & Heating Ltd. and 
Goris Electric Ltd. came in to update the 
pipes and wiring throughout. 

Relocating the refrigerator and removing 
the upper cabinetry from along the back wall 
facilitated the creation of a stylish bar area 
complete with an icemaker and beverage fridge 
(all appliances from Appliance Canada) and 
round copper sink by Native Trails from The 
Ensuite Bath & Kitchen Showroom.

Collin says his family loves to entertain, 
which was part of the property’s original appeal. 
Built in 1919 for the Catholic Diocese of London, 
the 7,400 sq. ft. house retains the grandeur of 
years gone by with its expansive main floor 
living room and sun room, formal dining room 
and a sweeping staircase that leads upstairs. 

Original wood flooring, leaded windows, 
tall baseboards and pocket doors add to the 
home’s understated elegance.  

“I appreciate all styles of design,” Collin 
comments. “But I thought the renovations here 
needed to respect the home. I felt that going 
too modern would not work.”

Like many home renovation projects, this 
one started with a single room – the kitchen 
– and grew from there. “Since we had to open 
up walls and change plumbing we decided 
to do the upstairs bathroom as well,” Collin 
explains. “Then we continued into the rear 
stairway and powder room.” 

“I APPRECIATE ALL 
STYLES OF DESIGN, 
BUT I THOUGHT THE 
RENOVATIONS HERE 
NEEDED TO RESPECT 
THE HOME.”

One of north London’s most venerated homes has 
always been a head turner, its gracious covered porch 
providing shady respite from the summer heat.

LEFT: The dining room opens from the home’s centre 
hall. A bold new chandelier and angle iron mirror 
(Roth Design) work beautifully with the traditional 
dining suite. TOP: Collin Johnstone, DUO Building 
Ltd.’s Gayle White-Malloy and Ian Johnstone.

Continued on page 42
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A custom steel range hood with copper nail accents designed and 
built by Andy Roth of Roth Design Inc. provides a striking focal 
point and sits above a six-burner gas Viking range. 

Custom face-frame cabinetry by G&S Woodworking gives the 
kitchen a contemporary feel while maintaining the integrity of the 
home’s traditional style. Face framing is a visual feature typical to 
homes of a certain era. It adds strength to the cabinetry because the 
frame provides a place to attach doors and hardware. 

Black soapstone counters from Progressive Countertop are 
offset by a grey quartz backsplash that continues right up the walls. 
The kitchen’s large centre island, painted a surprising shade of navy 
blue (Old Navy by Benjamin Moore) and topped with an ice white 
leathered granite countertop (Progressive Countertop), provides plenty 
of space for prep work, as well as a comfortable spot for casual dining.

The cast-iron farmhouse Kohler sink (The Ensuite) and porcelain 
herringbone flooring (Alfred’s Carpet One Floor & Home) 
complete the room’s vintage vibe. “Some people thought the kitchen 
would have too many design elements, but when they see it now they 
are quite impressed,” Collin says. 

The renovated space flows seamlessly into the home’s formal dining 
room thanks to the removal of a dividing wall, which has been replaced 
by pocket doors. Continued on page 44

The sunroom overlooks the back garden, providing access from 
french doors. Contemporary furnishings, a coffee table by Roth 
Design and a leggy metal ceiling fixture are surprise elements. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: The home’s original architectural features enhance 
the living room. BOTTOM: A large cosy sectional sofa in the living 
room has modernized the room’s purpose, making it a welcoming 
place to relax or watch TV. With the living room and sunroom open to 
each other, light streams through the house all day.
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Collin’s love of texture and contrast 
is on full display in the nearby powder 
room. The small space makes a big 
impact thanks to bold geometric 
wallpaper from Clancy’s Rainbow. 
Roth Design Inc. created a custom 
vanity using a clever mix of concrete, 
teak and galvanized steel. It provides 
the perfect pedestal for another Native 
Trails copper sink.

Upstairs, DUO expanded the 
existing bathroom by removing a closet 
from an adjoining room and stealing 
space from the large second-floor 
landing. This clever solution provides 
plenty of room for a double vanity 
(G&S Woodworking), claw-foot tub 
and large walk-in shower. 

LEFT: The tiny 
powder room 
involves a 
sophisticated 
interplay of 
geometric wallpaper, 
herringbone floors 
and a custom teak, 
steal and concrete 
vanity. BELOW: The 
centre stairwell, 
with original leaded 
windows and bench 
seat, rises to the third 
floor where round 
two of renovations is 
about to begin.

“MY FATHER KNOWS AND 
TRUSTS MY TASTES. HE’S 
COMFORTABLE LETTING 
ME TAKE THE REINS.”

Continued on page 46

The first choice distributor for trade professionals 
and the clients they serve.

The Litze™ Bath Collection  
by Brizo in a stunning  

Luxe Gold™ finish.

Available exclusively 
 in showrooms.   

brizo.com 

Please call to  
book a consultation:
519-457-3626  

944 Leathorne Street,  
London, ON

639 Sovereign Rd., Unit 3A, London
(519) 455-0704 • www.londonstair.com

Open Monday-Friday 8am-4pm 

Step up to  
Quality

• Knob & Tube Upgrades

• Panel Upgrades

• Aluminum Solutions

• Electrical Safety Inspections

• Home Lighting Design

• Ceiling & Bath Fans

• Basements & Bathrooms

ESA/ECRA #700067

Shawn Terpstra • Master Electrician
519-854-6286 • shawn@dhtelectrical.com • www.dhtelectrical.com
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Thunder

Visit us at one of our two locations,  
or order your paint and supplies online at www.clancysrainbow.com

1030 Adelaide St. N. (at Cheapside), London • 519.434.3201
New LoCAtioN: 595 Fanshawe Park Rd. W. (No Frills Plaza), London • 519.472.1116 Dove Wing

Kingsport Gray

Rooms refreshed by Upstaging  
using Benjamin Moore paints

duobuilding.com
519-434-0960

Design  •  builD  •  love

Collin was so taken by the powder room 
wallpaper that he chose a slightly different 
version for the upstairs bathroom. In 
combination with Calacatta marble flooring 
and dark granite countertops (Progressive), it 
makes a dramatic statement. 

“This bathroom has a masculine, mid-
century modern feel that I really like,” he says.  

 With the kitchen and bathroom 
renovations complete, Collin is turning his 
attention to the home’s third floor where DUO 
will oversee the transformation of the former 
servants’ quarters into a private master retreat. 

“We’re going to take down all the walls to 
completely open up the space,” he says. 

He is keen to get these future plans 
underway, and it’s no wonder given the vote of 
confidence from his father. “My father knows 
and trusts my tastes,” Collin adds. “He’s 
comfortable letting me take the reins.”  OH

The second floor 
required some 
reconfiguring on 
DUO’s part to allow 
space for a generous, 
luxuriously appointed 
bathroom. BELOW: 
As in the kitchen, 
Collin wanted the 
up-to-the-minute 
spa bathroom, with 
features like a claw-
foot tub and period 
faucets, to connect 
stylistically with the 
original house.

One of several 
bedrooms on 
the second 
floor gets a 
sunny update.
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A STRONG BUT SOFT 
LEATHER SOFA
A good sofa needs to do a lot: be comfortable, 
look good, survive spills and indulge naps. 
This is definitely not a place to cut corners in 
any home. A quality leather sofa in a natural, 
supple material, will only grow more beautiful 
with age as the material develops a patina 
over decades of use. The best thing about a 
comfortable sofa? It can start as the central 
feature of your first home, and eventually move 
to a den or study in a future space – but you’ll 
always have that one place you love to lounge.

LOOK FOR: Timeless natural shades like 
tan or soft grey.

TIP: Choose a simple and understated 
style that’s truly comfortable, and then 
customize with beautiful one-of-a-kind 
vintage pillows. Think Hermès scarves 
turned into pillows.

AN ORNATE MIRROR
Like Modern? New Traditionalist? Art Deco? 
No matter your preference, you can find a 
beautiful mirror that adds style to your walls, 
while also being functional and doubling the 
visual size of a room. Ultimately while the 
frame will add flair, it’s a quality piece of glass 
that will make a true heirloom, so look for one 
without the subtle ripples and warps that you 
often find in flimsier mirrors.

LOOK FOR: Clear, flawless glass.

TIP: A traditional mirrored frame 
with bevels and facets will be the 
most timeless.

A PAIR OF CHAIRS
Whether you host massive family gatherings or 
intimate dinners, every home probably needs 
at least two great one-of-a-kind vintage chairs. 
While mixing and contrasting your furniture 
gives great creative results, having at least one 
matching pair gives lots of options: they can 
be part of a living room set, serve as end chairs 
anchoring a dining table, or be broken up to 
give differing rooms a sense of continuity.

LOOK FOR: Sturdy construction – good 
bones can be reupholstered later.

TIP: Seek out reputable manufacturers 
that have perfected just a few classic 
models over years, as these are proven to 
stand the test of time.  OH

A STATEMENT CHANDELIER
Individual pendant lights may not be worth 
moving from home to home, but a grand 
chandelier is forever. Plus, it can be enjoyed 
from all angles and makes a natural focal 
point, so it’s worth investing a bit to get 
something that stands up to all the extra 
attention. For the best long-term investment, 
choose a handcrafted one-of-a-kind piece, or 
look for a style that has lasted for at least 15 
years (such as a French mid-century period 
crystal chandelier), to avoid passing fads.

LOOK FOR: Honest finishes like smoked 
glass or bronze, rather than faux finishes 
like gold-plate.

TIP: Choose one with an adjustable cord 
or chain, so it can be rehung in a taller or 
lower space later.

A ROOM-MAKING RUG
While too often rugs end up being an 
afterthought, if chosen properly they will and 
should anchor and elevate the look of an entire 
room. Rugs can also last for generations, if 
selected in a quality material, tight weave and 
a timeless style. Traditionally, patterned rugs 
can feel very hip and trendy when mixed with 
contrasting styles of furnishings, but you also 
know they’ll stand the test of time, as these 
styles have already endured for centuries. Just 
expect to pay as much for a long-lasting rug 
as you would a good sofa, and in some cases, 
depending on size, even more.

LOOK FOR: Wool in a tight weave.

TIP: Bend the rug on a diagonal to 
make sure there isn’t excess empty 
space between the rows of fibres for soil 
to gather.

Splurge
WORTHY

STORY YANIC SIMARD

We know some things we shop for will 
be a passing fancy – like a “millennial 
pink” pillow or a glitzy brass bauble. 
However, some pieces in your home 
should absolutely be approached as 
an investment, and if chosen well can 
become a true heirloom, weathering 
decades of use and shifts in style.

THE RUG COMPANY: Amritsar 403

THE ART SHOPPE: Velvet Bergère Chair

ARTERIORS: 
Hammond Chandelier

CIRCA LIGHTING: 
Sanger Small Chandelier

RESTORATION HARDWARE: 
Louis Philippe Gilt Lener Mirror

THE ART SHOPPE: 
Nero Mirror

LIGNE ROSET: Nils Sofa

TRIBUTE GOODS: 
“Fleur de Montagne” 
Hermès Silk Scarf Pillow

TRIBUTE GOODS: “Galop Chromatique” 
Hermès Silk Scarf Pillow

TRIBUTE GOODS: “Marcelina” Plum 
Hermès Silk Scarf Pillow

TRIBUTE GOODS: “Marcelina” Gray 
Hermès Silk Scarf Pillow

SplurgeWorthy.indd   DPS 2018-05-07   2:09 PM
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5KEEP IT ORGANIZED
Keeping craft supplies organized really is the key 
to an ultimate craft room. The best solution to this, 

hands down, is strategic storage cabinetry. I partnered with 
Tailored Living on this project. They provide all the tools to 
create effective storage solutions that will help you meet your 
organizational goals. In a craft room, this means a combination 
of shallow drawers for small items like essential oils and paper, 
base cabinets for tall bottles and jars, and tall cabinets for rolls 
of wrapping paper and banners.  OH

2KEEP IT PRACTICAL 
Craft rooms get messy. For this reason, I wanted a really 
durable, but beautiful floor. I used ErthCovering’s Tivoli 

natural stone plank, which has the texture of wood but the 
durability and liquid resistance of stone. 

And because it is a craft room, including a sink makes 
so much sense. We used the Delta Cassidy faucet in the 
Champagne Bronze Finish. It has Touch20 technology. That 
means that when your hands are full of glitter, simply tap 
anywhere on the faucet when the handle is in the on position 
and the water flows. I also love the pull-down spout. 

3KEEP IT COSY
This room is in the basement adjacent to the backyard 
entrance and as a result, it is cold and drafty, especially 

in the winter. To keep it cosy, we put in the Celeste stove by 
Dimplex. My favourite thing about this electric fireplace is 
just how portable and easy to install it is. A pop of colour in 
this carpet from HomeSense completes this cosy vignette. 
And to help with that exterior draft, we replaced the window 
with an Energy Star rated, top quality vinyl window in white 
by Fieldstone Windows, and finished it off with Metrie’s Very 
Square casing to keep the details contemporary. 

4KEEP IT PERSONAL
A craft room is where you can get really fun and 
personal. This homeowner loves the outdoors and 

essential oils! So I worked with Posterjack to create all of 
the artwork in the room using personal photos to create 
unique pieces. 

Canning offers tips on how you can turn 
your crafty dreams into the ultimate room 
for your DIYs.

1 KEEP IT COLOURFUL
If you can’t have fun with colour in a craft room, where can 
you have fun? In this case, we went with a beautiful teal 

called Sylvan Mist by Benjamin Moore. It’s soft and inviting but 
definitely saturated enough to be whimsical and playful. I think 
it’s also a really fun accent to the MDF tongue and groove we 
applied to the walls from Metrie. 

I added a bit of colour with the cabinet hardware. I selected 
cast bronze knobs in bright bronze from Shayne Fox Hardware, 
adding a pop of contrast against the white cabinets. The bold 
stools are from Wayfair and I incorporated more colour in 
accessories – paper clips, pens and a feather-shaped pen holder 
– all from HomeSense.

CRAFT ROOMenvy
STORY AND DESIGN LISA CANNING
PHOTOGRAPHY DANN TARDIF

DESIGNER LISA CANNING OF LISA
CANNING INTERIORS HAS CREATED A
VIBRANT AND FUN CRAFT ROOM FOR
A CREATIVE CLIENT.

Organization 
is key when 
creating the 
ultimate 
craft room.

CraftRoomEnvy.indd   DPS 2018-04-25   5:11 PM
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PEACH &
COCONUTcaramel

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

This yummy frozen treat is full 
of sweet, fresh peaches and 
coconut. These home-made 
popsicles make a healthy and 
wholesome dessert.

PEACH MIXTURE
2 large or 3 medium peaches

1 Tbsp honey

1 tsp cinnamon

Dice peaches and add to 
saucepan with honey and 
cinnamon. Heat until soft, then 
set aside to cool. 

COCONUT 
CARAMEL 
1 can (14 oz) full fat 
coconut milk 

½ cup coconut sugar 

¼ cup honey 

1 Tbsp coconut oil 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

Sea salt 

Combine coconut milk, coconut 
sugar and honey in a saucepan 
and heat over medium.

Cook for 10-15 minutes or until 
thickened.

Remove from heat and add 
coconut oil, vanilla and a pinch 
of sea salt.

Set aside to cool. 

COCONUT MILK 
MIXTURE
1 can (14 oz) coconut milk

1 Tbsp honey

Mix together coconut milk 
and 1 tablespoon of honey, 
set aside. 

TO ASSEMBLE
Using popsicle moulds, spoon 
in peach mixture then coconut 
caramel until each mould is 
half full.

Top up each mould with coconut 
milk mixture.

Place popsicle sticks in the 
middle of each mould.

Release any air bubbles in the 
moulds by gently moving the 
popsicle sticks.

Freeze until firm.  OH

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

PeachAndCoconutCaramelPopsicles.indd   1 1/2pg 2018-04-23   9:55 AM

DECOR RESOURCE
Your dreams will be in the 
careful hands and creative 
minds of the Decor Resource 
team, led by Laurie Battersby. 
Laurie’s nearly 30 years of 
design and lifestyle experience 
ensures your vision becomes 
a reality. She is experienced 
enough to create timeless 
and classic design, while 
contemporary enough to 
recommend the very best 
approaches that work for you 
and your family.

All design projects are 
inherently messy before 
they are beautiful. A project 
manager will guide you 
through all of this who 
knows first-hand what you 
will experience; both the 
complexity of the work and 
the joy of seeing dreams come 
alive. We simplify the details 
and bring order to the chaos.

We select the finest 
craftspeople to complete  
your vision. We only work  
with people who care about 
your dreams as if they were 
their own.

We offer a full range of 
residential renovation and 
design services including 
space planning, furniture, 
flooring and lighting 
selections, window treatments, 
custom cabinetry, colour 
consultations, painting and 
wallpaper.
decorresource.ca
519.857.4764
laurie@decorresource.ca
(Please see ad on pg 9)

CLANCY’S RAINBOW
BENJAMIN MOORE PAINTS
A staple for Londoners for 
40+ years, our family owned 
and operated paint store is 
not only the OLDEST Benjamin 
Moore Store in London, we 
are the NEWEST too! In 
September 2017 we added 
a second location in North 
West London.  

Dread picking colours? We 
have decorators and designers 
on staff seven days a week to 
take the stress out of making 
that hard decision.  

Not quite sure on how to 
tackle your project? We have 
years of experience to help 
you along the way to get that 
picture perfect ending.  

Found the perfect colour, 
but it’s not Benjamin Moore? 
We custom match and pride 
ourselves on being picky when 
we do it. 

So, not only do we have the 
most highly respected paint 
brand on the market, but our 
stores are also stocked with 
some of the best tools and 
supplies needed if you’re a DIY 
person or a contractor.
Two Locations to serve you: 
1030 Adelaide St N, London  
(at Cheapside, Metro plaza) 
519.434.3201
595 Fanshawe Park Rd W, London  
(at Wonderland, No Frills Plaza)
519.472.1116
clancysrainbow.com
(Please see ads on pg 3, 47)

 SOURCE IT
THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 
LONDON AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
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PRIDE and 
PRINCIPLE:

THESE LONDON BUSINESS
OWNERS HAVE BOTH IN SPADES.

JOHN FABER
Mennonite Crafted Furniture 
By Truly Wood Furniture Inc.

I have been concerned for over 
two decades about the quality of 
furniture being produced around 
the world and imported into 
Canada. We have the capability to 
produce amazing quality furniture 
right here at home. I am working 
very hard to make sure that our 
furniture industry survives.

Making It Happen: 
I have select craftsmen 

who work tirelessly at making 
pieces of furniture that you will 
enjoy for decades to come. We 
also do custom jobs such as wall 

units, tables, entertainment 
units, even jelly cabinets. 

Source Of 

Pride: My family has 
been able to deliver top-

quality furniture to countless 
customers for over 40 years. I am 
always thoroughly thrilled when a 
customer comes back after years 

of enjoyment and tells me 
how much they love their 

furniture still.

Gratified: 
We are proud of 

the successful business 
we’ve built, and even 

prouder of having built The 
Wood Studio brand. We’re in 
a highly competitive market, 

and it feels good to stand 
out by staying true to 

our vision.

Problem 

Solving: The 
British architect Stephen 
Gardiner once remarked 

that “all problems are solved 
by good design.” We couldn’t 

agree more. I guess you 
can say that we solve 
problems by design.

PHOTOGRAPHY JACKIE NOBLE

ELIAS POLIZOES 
& DARIO GARCIA CABEZAS 
The Wood Studio

While it’s certainly true that we build custom kitchens and fine furniture, 
The Wood Studio is really about problem solving. If you think of your 
kitchen as a tool, and if that tool doesn’t work for you, well that’s a 
problem… one that we can help you solve.

Continued on page 56
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Employees 

Matter: We have the 
best employees possible. 

They are passionate about their 
jobs and keep up to date with 

regular continuing education. We pride 
ourselves on being a family business 

and our company culture is very 
strong, working together like family 

to do the best possible job for 
our customers. We have 

fun doing it!

Proud About: 
We have been 

in business for 32 years, 
growing and adapting to our 

customers’ needs and wants. We 
are forever changing for the better. 
Our customers are very generous 
and continue to refer us to their 

families and friends. We are 
grateful to have such a 

loyal clientele.

Inspiration: 

When Arne started 
this business, details 

were the priority, not profits. I 
am proud to see him still working 
tirelessly and taking pride in each 

and every project we complete. Even 
more so I am proud to see the entire 

CCR team inspired by Arne to 
bring the same level of quality 

and service to our 
customers.

Team Players: 
Communication 

is a top priority. We meet 
regularly with our team to get 

their feedback. Each project goes 
through the same management 

process. If things aren’t up to snuff, 
we address the problem so both 

we and the homeowner 
are thrilled with the 

finished details.

LAURA 
CARVER
Carver Sheet Metal

The most important thing 
to me is my customers. 
Our company takes pride 
in going above and beyond 
customer expectations. 
Customer service means 
taking ownership of a 
problem, offering quick 
follow-up and working 
until a problem is solved. 
Our customers are like 
family and we want them 
to stay happy. 

PEDER MADSEN & ARNE 
MADSEN
CCR Building & Remodeling

Equality is very important to us. When every client is treated fairly 
and with the same respect we can be sure that every job receives equal 
attention to detail from design to completion. We use this approach 
with our staff and trades, as well, as we know that a happy team delivers 
the best results. Continued on page 58
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SEE OUR DIRECTORY 
FOR ALL CONTACT 
INFORMATION.

AL SINCLAIR,  
DARLENE CURRELLEY  
& DON RUSSELO
Alfred’s Carpet One Floor & Home

When we started Alfred’s many years ago our goal was to provide 
Londoners a full-service flooring store offering quality products 
and professional workmanship. We have dedicated ourselves to 
this ideal and feel rewarded by the loyal following we have today, 
45 years after Al and Fred put the wheels in motion.

Hometown Pride: 
We are happy that after 

the many years of serving the 
flooring needs of Londoners, 

through changing markets and 
fierce competition, we are seen by 
so many as the go-to destination 

for flooring, tile, carpet, 
window treatments and 

area rugs. OH

Getting The 

Job Done: We have 
partnered with the Carpet 

One co-operative to achieve many 
exclusive benefits which flow through 

to our customers. Carpet One is North 
America’s largest group of flooring dealers, 

providing its members industry-leading 
buying power and product selection, 

as well as industry-best product 
warranties and satisfaction 

guarantees.

OUR inspiration becomes YOUR reality.

online EVERY DAY ON

Home Tours, Style Ideas, Recipes & DIYs
OUR HOMES helps you find the right company in your area for all your homes-related needs.

celebrating life at home

WebsitePromoAd.indd   1 2017-03-03   2:19 PM
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1. HINKLEY: Academy Pendant Light  
2. ART MAISON: 39x39 Painting Stripes  
3. RIOBEL: Momenti Floor-Mount Tub 
Filler with Hand Shower in Brushed Nickel  
4. MAAX: Louie 5829 Soaker Bathtub 
in White  5. RENWIL: Birman Mirror  
6. CUTLER KITCHEN & BATH: Urban 
Collection Vanity in Daybreak  7. RIOBEL: 
Momenti 8” Lavatory Faucet in Brushed 
Nickel  8. CIOT: Statuary White Glazed 
Porcelain Tile  9. BENJAMIN MOORE: 
Paint in Simply White (2143-70)  OH

Recreate this look in 
your own home.

CLEAN
& fresh
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CleanAndFresh.indd   2 2018-05-04   9:04 AM

APPLIANCES

London Major Appliances, 63

ARTISTS/ART GALLERIES

Westland Gallery, 37

AUTO

Subaru Canada, 2

AWNINGS

London Awnings, 10

BUILDERS/CUSTOM HOMES

CCR Building & Remodeling, 27

Sifton Properties Ltd., 64

BUILDING SUPPLIES

Copp’s Buildall, 25

CUSTOM CABINETRY

Allen’s Custom Built-Ins, 10

The Wood Studio, 4&5

ELECTRICAL

DHT Electrical & Contracting, 45

FINE WOODWORKING/CUSTOM  
FURNITURE/CARPENTRY

Mennonite Crafted Furniture by  
 Truly Wood Furniture Inc., 9

FIREPLACES & STOVES

Elmira Stove Works, 15

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING

Steel Grill Catering, 15

HEATING & COOLING

Carver Sheet Metal, 25

HOME ACCENTS/COLLECTIBLES/ 
DÉCOR/FURNITURE

Allen’s Custom Built-Ins, 10

Mennonite Crafted Furniture by  
 Truly Wood Furniture Inc., 9

The Table & Chair Co., 11

The Wood Studio, 4&5

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS

CCR Building & Remodeling, 27

DHT Electrical & Contracting, 45

DUO Building Ltd., 47

INTERIOR DESIGN

Decor Resource, 9, 53

Sylvie’s Interior Design, 27

KITCHEN & BATH

Aqualuxe Bath Showroom, 25

CCR Building & Remodeling, 27

Copp’s Buildall, 25

DUO Building Ltd., 47

London Bath Centre, 32&33

The Ensuite Bath & Kitchen Showroom  
 (a Division of Emco), 45

The Wood Studio, 4&5

LIGHTING

DHT Electrical & Contracting, 45

Elmira Stove Works, 15

Living Lighting, 11

MILLWORK/TRIM/MOULDINGS

Copp’s Buildall, 25

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES

Sifton Properties Ltd., 64

PAINTING & DECORATING

Benjamin Moore, 3

Clancy’s Rainbow, 3, 47, 53

STAIRS/RAILINGS

London Stair & Railing Co. Ltd., 45

WINDOWS & DOORS

Copp’s Buildall, 25

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than 
one heading, please email sylvie.roth@ourhomes.ca or lisa.merrell@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 
519.851.1041 or 705.445.5065 x200.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/london. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
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EVERYONE
into the

POOL
Did someone say pool party? Create a 
tropical paradise of your own and have 

some summer fun. Don’t forget the music!

1. PARTY CITY: Pineapple LED String Lights  2. VIVERE: Brazilian Style Single Hammock 
in Salsa  3. ABBOTT: Small Jungle Leaf Hurricane  4. SAFAVIEH: Monterey Outdoor 

Bar Table in Teak Look  5. PIER 1 IMPORTS: Safari Jungle Party Melamine Salad Plates  
6. PIER 1 IMPORTS: Parrot Ceramic Pitcher  7. PIER 1 IMPORTS: Vivid Aluminum 

Tumblers  8. SILK PLANT HOME DÉCOR & MORE: Areca Palm  9. SAFAVIEH: Deltana 
Indoor/Outdoor Bar Stool in Beige  10. THE BEACH GLASS: Floating Acrylic Beverage 

Holder in Teal Tides  11. SWIMLINE: Giant Flamingo Pool Float  12. PIER 1 IMPORTS: 
Wooden Seahorse Serving Board  13. SIMONS MAISON: Sorbet Stripe Beach Towel  

14. BLOMUS: Stainless Steel Gel Burning Outdoor Garden Torch  OH
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EveryoneIntoThePool.indd   2 2018-04-25   5:22 PM

SALES, SERVICE, PARTS •  FREE LOCAL DELIVERY •  PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE

COME VISIT OUR  
12,000 Sq. FT. SHOwROOM!

185 Hamilton Rd., London 
519.432.1862

M-F: 8:30 to 9:00 
SAT: 9:00 to 6:00

SUN: 11:00 to 5:00

LOCALLY OwNED & OPERATED

45,000 Sq. FT. wAREHOUSE!

Since 1959, we have been selling and servicing most major appliance brands.  
Let our team of experts assist you in selecting the right product to suit your style, taste and budget.  

with free prompt delivery, in-house service technicians, and a price match guarantee, why shop anywhere else?
ExpEriEncE thE diffErEncE…you’ll bE glad you did!
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HOMES
 MADE FOR Life.

Space to grow every inch of the way. 
Watch them grow from super-heroes to teenage grads to lifelong friends in 

a home built by Sifton. Family-friendly neighbourhoods meet your needs at 

every stage. With award-winning designs that pay attention to craftsmanship  

so you can pay attention to life. 

NOW SELLING

Warbler Woods - London West 
Homes from the mid $500’s
 
Timberwalk - Ilderton
Homes from the $500’s

519.850.0756   |   Sifton.com


