
FA L L  2 0 1 7

ourhomes.ca/muskoka

ISLAND
HABITAT

autumn   

HORSESHOE

PALLET 
PUMPKINS

Whisk-y  
BUSINESS

+

Huckleberry

LAKE LUCKY

Yummy

DEEP NORTH

CRANBERRY 
BARS



Sotheby’s International Realty Canada, Brokerage. Independently Owned and Operated. Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale.

Megan McLeod, Broker
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113 Medora Street , Port Carling, P0B 1J0

KENNISIS LAKE, 7930 SF / 777 FT WEST EXPOSURE! 3.72 ACRES
Incredible value for this dream cottage! Includes a 7,930 sq.ft. architecturally 
designed home only 35 ft. from the water’s edge! Situated on 3.72 acres with  777 
ft. of frontage, west exposure for stunning sunsets, sand beach plus deep water 
in the ultimate private setting. Spectacular grounds with towering pines and 
hemlocks, stream and views! Designed to bring nature indoors! Open concept 
main level. The Haliburton room redefines what outdoor living space should be! 
Finishes are of the highest standards.

$3,399,000

LAKE OF BAYS AND PRIVATE LAKE!
Over 2,000 ft. of waterfront and 192 acres! Extremely private, prime lakefront 
property. A mixture of treed and undeveloped property gives you a wide range 
of options here. 3 cottages spread on over 1,100 ft. of shoreline on Lake of Bays 
plus another 950 ft. on a private lake. A rare find with 4 separately deeded titles 
and huge development potential. 4,000 sq.ft. well-constructed year round main 
cottage, plus two more seasonal cottages at water’s edge.  A total of 9 bedrooms 
and 6 bathrooms. Unbelievable long lake and island dotted views!

$11,500,000

20,000+  
A S S O C I A T E S

850+  
O F F I C E S

63+ 
C O U N T R I E S

Network Strength – Global Presence

 F O R  M O R E  P R O P E R T Y  L I S T I N G S  V I S I T  M E G A N M C L E O D . C O M

RECENT SALES LIST PRICE

West Point Sands, Mary Lake* $1,099,000

Silver Lake, Gravenhurst†  $699,000

Ashworth Bay, Lake Vernon† $2,150,000

N. Mary Lake Rd., Mary Lake†   $779,000 

Oxbow Lake Cottage* $850,000 

Brandy Lake, Port Carling** $949,000

Echo Lake, Baysville* $1,095,000

Estate Drive, Port Carling** $749,000

Maplehurst Drive, Peninsula Lake** $765,000

**Buyer    *Seller    †Seller & Buyer

PRIVATE, FAIRY LAKE DREAM PROPERTY!
Nearly 5 acres, 204 ft. of waterfront with all day sun and sunsets! Historic Haverland 
is a large estate property featuring a 4 bed, 4 bath, 5200 sq.ft. timber frame home 
plus a 2 bed, 1 bath 1200 sq.ft. guest house. Expansive views of the lake. Chefs 
kitchen, hand scraped oak flooring, custom millwork and magnificent trusses. 
Gym, office, wet bar, wine cellar, theatre room and infrared sauna. Beautiful outdoor 
areas! 30x32 ft. steel dock with single slip. Guest house with river rock fireplace, 
pine beams. Close proximity to championship golf courses and Algonquin Park!

$3,850,000

KENNISIS LAKE - A PRIVATE ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE!
Sitting on 400 ft. of pristine cottage country waterfront with an impeccably 
designed 4,438 sq.ft. masterpiece. Sleeps 12, with 4 beds - 3 baths. Painstaking 
attention to detail and the highest quality materials used throughout! A focus 
on integrating with the striking natural surroundings was absolutely achieved 
here! The two wings offer a separate dining/entertaining area then the other with 
master suite and guest rooms. Spectacular views as it sits at the water’s edge! 
Enjoy this very private lot located in a quiet bay.

$2,900,000 

NEW LISTING

WATERFRONTS • CONSTRUCTION • LANDSCAPES



stuvamerica.com

Wood & gas | Stove & fireplace
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TRIM  DOORS  STAIRS  RAILING

Monday to Friday 7am-5pm • Saturdays 9am-3pm
52 Saunders Road, Barrie | 705.739.2200 | 1.800.265.3465

www.barrietrim.com | Follow Us @BarrieTrim

CUSTOM • DESIGN • COMFORT • QUALITY

Visit us online for a sample of our custom designs, or call to speak to a 
Normerica representative about your ideal home or cottage. 

info@NORMERICA.com | 1-800-361-7449 | www.NORMERICA.com

NORMERICA Timber Homes
& Cottages



Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Impreza and Subaru are registered trademarks. ‡ALG is the industry 
benchmark for residual values and depreciation data, www.alg.com. *To determine crashworthiness, IIHS rates vehicles good, acceptable, marginal or poor, based on performance in � ve tests. To qualify for 2017 Top Safety Pick+, a vehicle must earn good ratings in the small overlap front, moderate 
overlap front, side, roof strength and head restraints tests. Vehicles must offer, as optional equipment, an autonomous emergency braking system (Subaru EyeSight®) and earn an advanced or superior rating for front crash prevention. Vehicle must also offer speci� c headlights that earn an acceptable 
or good headlight rating. For more details, visit www.iihs.org. **The Insurance Institute of Highway Safety (IIHS) rates models with optional or standard front crash prevention systems as superior, advanced or basic based on the availability of autonomous braking (autobrake) and its effectiveness in 
12 mph (19 km/h) and 25 mph (40 km/h) tests.

(WITH OPTIONAL EYESIGHT® AND 
STEERING RESPONSIVE HEADLIGHTS)

* ** ‡

COMPACT CAR

*

Shhh... WE THINK THE
 REST OF YOUR HOUSE
 MIGHT BE JEALOUS.
The all-new 2017 Subaru Impreza may just make your garage 
the most stylish and comfortable room in your home.

The 2017 Impreza has entered a new era of refi nement. It has boldly leapt forward with a silent cabin that’s 

rich in smooth, seamless surfaces, comfortable seating and thoughtful use of space, and keeps design 

sense apparent everywhere you look.  It’s also equipped with a completely redesigned next-generation 

infotainment system with the audiovisual quality you expect. 

With a unique blend of style, versatility, capability and technology, you’ll be spending more time driving 

your Impreza than living in your home. No wonder it’s jealous. To learn more, visit subaru.ca/impreza.

COL1703034 Subaru_Our Homes Ad-V2.indd   1 2017-04-17   12:08 PM

BRACEBRIDGE  Colour ’n Light Bracebridge  505 Muskoka Rd 118 W  705.646.8891  colournlight.com

GRAVENHURST  Gravenhurst Paint & Wallpaper  545 Muskoka Rd N  705.687.7956  colournlight.com

HALIBURTON  Cordell Carpet  25 Hops Dr  705.457.2022  cordellcarpet.ca

HUNTSVILLE  Wilson’s The Paint Store  90 Howland Dr  705.789.8061  benjaminmoore.com

BM_Aura_F17.indd   5 2017-08-28   11:35 AM



BUILD IT
EASIER
FASTER
SMARTER

The Art and Science of Building. QualityHomes.ca    1.800.265.2648
VISIT ONE OF OUR SALES CENTRES AND MODEL HOMES
Kenilworth / Cookstown / Grimsby / Sturgeon Falls

COTTAGES

CONTEMPORARY HOMES

TRADITIONAL HOMES

On time. On budget. Guaranteed.

At Quality Homes, we make it easier, finish it 
faster and build it smarter than traditionally built 
homes. Precision technology at our state-of-the-art 
construction facility and 30 years of experience 
ensures that your new custom home or cottage is 
built on time, on budget, guaranteed.

Discover The Art and Science of Building 
at Quality Homes.

Visit QualityHomes.ca

FURNITURE			HOME	DECOR			LIGHTING	

				FLOOR	&	WINDOW	TREATMENTS			INTERIOR	DESIGN

LOCKSIDE
TRADING	COMPANY

www.lockside.com

Complimentary	Interior	Design
When	Purchasing	Furniture

Lockside’s	New	Location
Downtown	Haliburton

3	Time	National	Award	
Winning	Retailer!

Young’s Point
shop@lockside.com

1-888-714-0484

Haliburton
haliburton@lockside.com

1-705-457-5280
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1-888-546-9663 
linwoodhomes.com

~ Proudly Representing ~

WE SPECIALIZE
IN

COTTAGE PROPERTIES

ISLAND TO MAINLAND

GRAVENHURST
320 Muskoka Rd. N. Box 400 • p:705-687-6606 • f:705-687-4290

BRACEBRIDGE
186 Ecclestone Drive • p:705-645-9533 • f:705-645-9733

PORT CARLING
80 Joseph Street, Box 31 • p:705-765-3153 • f:705-765-6502

www.muskokainsurancebrokers.com
info@muskokains.com

PARRY SOUND
69A Bowes Street • p:705-746-2725 • tf:1-800-305-7045 f:705-746-6420

HUNTSVILLE
10 Main Street West • p:705-789-4222 • f:705-789-5121

www.parrysoundinsurance.com
info@parrysoundinsurance.com

PROVIDING PEACE OF MIND THROUGH

Innovative Insurance Products
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Premier Supreme  
by Marshall Mattress®

 The Original Pocket Spring
Since 1900

Marshall Mattress.coM
1-800-682-6861

to learn More

MM_StyleHome_01.indd   1 8/5/14   10:33 AM

6 Monica Lane, Bracebridge
705.646.2557

www.mattressesofmuskoka.com

“Your Home and Cottage Mattress Centre”
THE LARGEST SELECTION OF IN-STOCK

MATTRESSES IN MUSKOKA



CCREATING THIS EDITION of OUR HOMES, once again, took us 
to some beautiful spots we’ve never seen before.

In the woods south of Parry Sound, a long meandering trail carpeted 
in a thick, crunchy layer of gold and crimson leaves led to a cottage 
built amid the pines, oaks and maples on Salmon Lake. Constructed 
with Douglas fir beams and timbers, pine ceilings, oak floors and maple 
cabinets, the cottage thrusts, like the prow of a ship, toward the lake. 
It’s a quiet, scenic sanctuary for an urban professional and his family. 
Autumn is the owner’s favourite season. It’s easy to see why.

Just north of Parry Sound, photographer Sandy MacKay and I 
trekked to Huckleberry Island for a story about a new lake house, 
designed to meld with the rugged Georgian Bay shoreline. Nadine 
Melemis Walters, who’s been summering on the island since she was a 
child, picked us up in her family boat and expertly steered the craft as it 
skipped over the waves to her family’s island cottage. Atop a well-worn 
slope of fractured granite, the cottage hugs the earth, barely visible from 
a distance. Nadine and her husband Gary planned their summer that 
way – modern, comfortable and inconspicuous.

At Horseshoe Lake, freelance writer Rick Shurman joined us to 
chronicle the history and the latest changes at the Wenn family’s 
summer retreat. Built when there was no road or hydro and very few 
people on this lake, the original cottage has been replaced by a new 
three-bedroom home, furnished and finished in homage to family 
history. Mark Wenn and his wife, Melanie Valentine, enjoy the cottage 
year round. It remains remote on a summer road that becomes a 
snowmobile trail in the winter.

Visiting these cherished summer spots affirms that wild things and 
places are still well and alive and much appreciated around here.

Walter Franczyk, Managing Editor
walter.franczyk@ourhomes.ca

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

Get more at ourhomes.caonline

Boldly curious, this doe shows little trepidation 
as she grazes on the lawn of a Huntsville home.

Hi�Top
I N T E R I O R S

YOUR STYLE

YOUR HOME

YOUR LIFE

Muskoka’s premier home decor designers

705.732.4040    HILLTOPINTERIORS.COM  1150 HIGHWAY 141, ROSSEAU, ON P0C 1J0

BEDROOM KITCHEN / BATH LIGHTING FURNITURE / DECOR

HilltopInteriorsESUM16.indd   1 2016-04-22   1:39 PM
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Mosaic: Individual small tiles, 
purchased on mesh sheets 
12-by-12-inches to 118-by-118-
inches. Can be easily cut to 
size. Perfect for inside and 
outside curves.

Large Format: 14½-by-14½-
inches or larger.

Specifications: Technical 
information including intended 
use, material composition, country 
of origin and LEED certification. 
Always read your specs to know 
what you’re buying and how to 
maintain it. 

Matte Finish: Non-shiny surface, 
easy to walk on, slip resistant.

Polished Finish: Shiny surface and 
slippery. 

Stacked Pattern: Tiles are aligned 
to form a repeating grid pattern.

Staggered Pattern: Joints are not 
aligned. Each tile requires different 
offset spacing depending on size.

THE FINISHING 
TOUCHES 
Grout: Filler used between tiles 
allowing for flex. The tile setter 
can make minor adjustments 
along the way. 

Grout Size: The space between 
tiles – 1/8-inch for wall tiles, ¼-inch 
for floor tiles. Super large tiles 
require larger grout lines. 

Grout Release/Sealer: Same 
product, different names. Matte 
porcelain tiles need to be sealed 
to avoid the cloudy effect that 
occurs after wiping off the edges.

Grout Colour: Use as a design 
element. Match grout to wall 
colour. Use darker grout for floors.
Grout tends to darken with regular 
foot traffic and cleaning.

Epoxy Grout: Guards against 
germs. Especially for spillage 
of bio fluids in kitchens and 
bathrooms.

SPECIAL PIECES
Trim pieces are usually L or U 
shaped and cap off tile edges for 
a smooth, clean look, making it 
easier to clean. They come in a 
variety of finishes and colours. 
Most pros like to use the Schluter 
System, available in any large 
hardware store.

Super large tiles covering a large 
surface require expansion joints. 
All structures and materials 
expand and contract. Planning 
a strategic cut will make your 
super-size tile age gracefully with 
no cracking over time.

Now that you have the right 
information, you’ll produce the 
right solution for you and your 
special project.  OH

Tile. This all-purpose material 
used on floors, walls and 
ceilings, in wet or dry locations, 
as decoration or as a versatile 
workhorse, is available in 
a variety of shapes, sizes, 
colours and textures. Today’s 
manufacturers have the shocking 
ability to mimic concrete, brick, 
wood, marble, carpet, wallpaper, 
sand – you name it – in ways that 
look more real than real. The 
options are endless. 

Here’s what you really need 
to know when choosing the 
right tile.

PLANNING 
Research online to see the 
many possibilities. Know what 
you’re looking for to make 
purchasing easier.

Have a floor plan. The size of the 
room and its intended use will 
dictate what’s possible.

Determine your colour scheme. 
Bring home a sample tile to 
make sure it coordinates with 
other elements.

Explain to your contractor what 
size and type of tile you’re using. 
The size and weight of the tile 
affects the application and 
labour costs.

Plan and start the tile layout from 
the room’s centre line and work 
outward, balancing the pattern 
and minimizing odd pieces. 

MINI TO MAXI
Tiles can be as tiny as ¼-by-¼-inch 
or super large at five-by-10-feet. 

The size and condition of a floor or 
wall will determine what size suits 
your space best. Uneven surfaces 
and curves have different size and 
installation requirements than do 
large, flat surfaces. 

TILE VOCABULARY
Application: What is the tile’s 
intended use? High or low traffic? 
Floor or wall? Wet or dry? Answer 
these questions before making 
your final choice.

Ceramic: Stoneware body with a 
surface application of colour or 
texture. Highly decorative and 
mostly used for walls.

Porcelain: Made from fine white 
compressed clay, fired at a high 
temperature to create a dense 
tile, impervious to moisture. It 
has colour throughout the tile so 
that if chipped, the surface colour 
appears in the body of the tile.

Glass: Made of glass where colour 
lies behind or throughout the 
body of the tile.

KNOW
YOUR

TILE
Interior Designer Dolores Pian shares her ideas.

PHOTOGRAPHY
COURTESY OF STONE TILE

KnowYourTile.indd   gutter 2017-09-19   9:15 AM

1.888.575.4766
info@ironemb ers.com |  w w w.ironemb ers.com

From the country estate to the cottage to the urban backyard, 
these are the fire pits that will make your outdoor space stand 
out. All of our products feature thick metal, hand welded solid 

to provide a rustic fireside experience to last generations. 

Visit Our Website to Find a Store Near You!

3’ Pyramid Fireplace

2’ Modern Cube

3’ Octagonal Cottager

705.721.1116
7735 County Road 27, Barrie

PO Box 7189, Innisfil, ON L9S 1L0
www.transcanadagroup.on.ca

BEAUTIFUL 
A natural hardwood with stunning 
colour and grain characteristics 
unlike anything else.

DURABLE
Proven Durability of Class 1, on 
par with IPE and outperforming 
cedar. 

EXTREMELY STABLE
Moves 90% less than natural 
wood to maintain clean lines for 
decades. Does not shrink and 
swell like natural wood.

ECOLOGICALLY CONSCIOUS
FSC Certified for LEED 
Accreditation. 100% natural hard 
wood with NO additives. 
Sourced from North American 
hardwood forests means no 
questionable origins.

PROVEN
50 million square feet installed 
in 50 countries.
Not all Thermowood is equal. 

NATURAL WOOD; 
UN-NATURAL PERFORMANCE.
Still specifying Cedar and Ipe? Step up a class in Performance, 
Durability and Conscious Beauty with Hardwood Cladding & 
Decking. The new standard for your next indoor or outdoor 
wood requirement.
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2  KELLY’S HOME FURNITURE

Chair
This swivel accent chair, built on a 
hardwood frame with high density foam 
and sinuous wire springs, is available 
in hundreds of different fabrics and 
designs. The man’s best friend pillow 
is made by Brunelli. Kelly’s can help 
you find that unique item to make your 
house your home.

144 Hwy. 60, Huntsville 
705.789.0439 | homefurniture.ca

1  THE CORNER CABINET

Glass Art
Celebrate the country’s 
sesquicentennial with hand-crafted 
Canada 150 Trees by Nova Scotia 
artist Brent Harding. Made of recycled 
glass, these fusion glass art pieces are 
one-of-a-kind. 

3 Manitoba St., Unit 3, Bracebridge 
705.645.2810 | cornercabinet.ca

3  SASSY DIGS

Natural Cleaners
Developed by aromatherapist Denise 
Sutherland in Barrie, these all natural 
cleaning products eliminate the need 
for harsh or harmful chemicals in the 
home. Her formulas ensure only the 
purest ingredients touch your skin.

124 Bobcaygeon Rd.,  Minden  
705.286.3333 | sassydigs.com

5  CRANBERRY COTTAGE

Pillows
Add an avian touch or ursine motif to 
your comfort zone with Canadian-made 
pillows. Washable covers unzip to 
access the feather inserts. They’re part 
of a wide selection of décor available at 
this downtown shop.

162 Highland St., Halliburton 
705.457.1844

4  MUSKOKA WOODCHUCK

Pallet Clock
Craftsman Chuck Gagnon repurposed and 
refinished a hardwood pallet originally 
used to ship machinery from Germany 
to create the face of this large rustic 
wall clock. The saw blade at its centre 
came from a South River sawmill. His 
work includes harvest tables, benches 
and charcuterie boards, all on show 
at Art Wurqz, a custom furniture and 
décor gallery.

Art Wurqz, 45 Cairns Ave., Huntsville 
705.205.6910 | instagram.com/muskokawoodchuck

6  SIMPLY COTTAGE

Coffee Table
This unique coffee table on a cross-
buck base was made in Simply 
Cottage’s shop using reclaimed barn 
board. The shop also crafts custom-
built dinner tables and end tables. 

101 Entrance Dr., Bracebridge  
705.646.2828 | simplycottage.ca

Continued on page 24

Leaf through a harvest of styles 
from shops around the region.

PHOTOGRAPHY WALTER FRANCZYK

FORAGING
Autumn

5

6

1
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7  WEHRMANN FURNITURE

Hudson’s Bay Bed
Framed in whitewashed pine and 
painted in the iconic stripes of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, this 
custom-made bed is available in a 
variety of sizes. Open year-round, 
this shop specializes in designing 
and crafting furniture using quality 
native wood.

47 Markles Rd., Huntsville  
705.789.7963 | wehrmannfurniture.com

8  HARRIS FURNITURE 
& ANTIQUES

Old Time
Among the many treasures awaiting 
discovery at this vintage Parry 
Sound shop is a Gilbert mantel 
clock, manufactured in Winsted, 
Connecticut and trimmed with 
marble and brass.

17 Parry Sound Dr., Parry Sound 
705.746.5100 | harrisfurniture.ca

9  TRILOGY OF ART

Stained Glass
A stained glass Tribute To Mt. St. 
Helens, the volcano that erupted 
south of Seattle in 1980, includes, at 
its centre, a slice of a geode thrown 
up by the exploding mountain. 
The glass tribute illustrates the art 
created by Mary Jane Zissoff at her 
Seguin Township studio.

5 James St., Orrville 
705.732.1603 | iloveglass.ca  OH

7

8

9

propooltableservices@gmail.com • propooltableservices.com

8 PRO POOL TABLE
SERVICES

SERVING COTTAGE COUNTRY
Complete Pool Table Services
Re-Cloth | Level | Move | Sales

1.888.242.8494

RE-CLOTH YOUR TABLE
25 FRESH COLOURS

Your Prime Source for Home & Giftware, Art & Wall Décor

705.738.9090 
info@myfav-things.ca

open every day
10 King St. E. Bobcaygeon

My Favourite Things

STORE HOURS: as of Oct 10th - Mon to Sat 11am to 5pm, Sundays 11am to 4pm.
Christmas Closing Dates: Dec 24 to 26 and Dec 31 to Jan 2, 2018

STORE WILL BE CLOSED NOV 2ND & 3RD to prepare for the event!

Save The Date
For Our Christmas Open House Sale

Weekend of November 4&5!

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
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INGREDIENTS 
2 ounces espresso, cooled

1 ounce vodka

½ ounce crème de 
cacao liquor 

2-3 dashes chocolate 
Aztec bitters

DIRECTIONS

•	 Chill	martini	glass	with	ice,	
removing	the	ice	before	
adding	cocktail.

•	 Fill	a	cocktail	shaker	with	ice	
and	add	ingredients.

•	 Shake	until	chilled	and	strain	
into	chilled	martini	glass.		OH

ESPRESSO
MARTINI
The perfect  
pick-me-up 
evening drink, 
this classic  
is straight to the 
point, made with 
brewed espresso 
and a hint of 
chocolate.

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

Get	more	recipes	at	ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

EspressoMartini.indd   2 2017-09-12   3:01 PM

One of a kind pieces built just for you!
WEHRMANN FURNITURE
47 Markles Road, Huntsville

705.789.7963

info@wehrmannfurniture.com  |  www.wehrmannfurniture.com

705.645.4567

i n c l i n e d e l e v a t i o n . c o m

ELEVATE
YOURSELF
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GET COMFORTABLE 
WITH COLOUR
For this project, we wanted to create a look that 
respected the heritage details of the home, but didn’t 
feel too safe. This meant adding some colour and 
taking a few strategic design risks, one of which 
was a cool sectional sofa. The modular style meant 
being able to use a contrasting upholstery for a few 
sections, and a neutral fabric for the rest. It also leaves 
the option open for switching up the look later by 
rearranging the pieces or changing just a few covers.

liveable
COLOUR

STORY 
YANIC SIMARD

PHOTOGRAPHY 
VALERIE WILCOX

Whether you’re looking 
to bring a leafy green 
to your home for warm, 
year-round vibes, or you 
prefer a different accent 
hue, these tips for 
adding liveable colour 
can help you have fun 

with your palette – inspired by this cheerful 
Toronto Interior Design Group project.

USE A NEW NEUTRAL
Enriching your colour scheme doesn’t always 
have to mean tossing in a new bold hue: 
adding a new neutral to your scheme will 
make the palette feel more diverse in a 
subtle way. Here, a cool mid-tone grey 
for the fireplace brick plays against the 
warm wood floors. This stone shade also 
helps soften the appearance of the black 
fireplace surround, plus, it’s repeated in a 
cosy blanket, tying the entire palette further together.

Pro Tip: Green 
is near-neutral 
enough to 
withstand changing 
trends and mix with 
new accent colours 
in the future. This 
colour family in 
particular is a smart 
choice for accents 
you can live with 
for years to come.

BENJAMIN MOORE: 
Chelsea Gray (HC-168)

LiveableColour.indd   2 2017-09-18   9:54 AM

Continued on page 30

1.888.334.8693    705.746.6800    www.fplc.ca    90 Oastler Park Drive, Seguin (Just south of Parry Sound)

Fireplaces & Woodstoves
(Gas, Wood & Pellet)
Chimneys 
Fireplace Accessories
Beachcomber Hot Tubs

Serving Parry Sound 
& Muskoka for 24 Years

WETT Certified Staff

Fireplace & Leisure Centre
Quality Barbecue Grills
Outdoor Kitchens
Firepits & Tables
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THROW YOUR 
PALETTE TOGETHER
Does the unique sofa seem like too much 
commitment? This is where accent pillows 
and throws come in. Not only are these 
changeable pieces a smart way to add colour 
without a big investment, but they can also 
tame a bold palette and connect non-matching 
areas. By piling the sofa with multi-tonal green 
and neutral pillows, the colours of the sofa 
sections become repeated and tied together. 
A striped blanket is then used to bring this 
accent hue to a neighbouring seating area for a 
sense of harmony.

Get the Look: Use pillows and throws in 
related but subtly differing shades, and 
in a rich array of fabrics and textures, to 
integrate your accent hues throughout the 
space in a sophisticated way.

FRESHEN UP YOUR
WINDOW TRIM
Using a fresh minty accent hue for your 
window trim truly brings the outdoors 
in. First, it adds a pop of greenery in an 
unexpected way, but in a small enough 
dose that it’s not overwhelming, or hard to 
repaint if you want a new look down the 
road. Second, it beautifully frames the view 
outside. We finished the look with elegant 
in-window shades rather than draperies, to 
suit the architectural appeal and leave the 
elegant trim exposed.

MIX WOODS 
LIKE A NATURAL
Think all of the woods in one room have to 
match? Mixing wood tones is like mixing 
other neutrals – the subtle differences can 
actually enhance each other and your palette. 
However, there are rules that will help avoid 
clashes. In general, it’s safe to stick to just 
cool (ashy/grey) woods, or warm (yellow/red/
brown) tones, so they don’t conflict. It also 
helps to use somewhat similar grains. In this 
room, all of the woods have small subtle grains 
rather than bold exotic ones.

Get the Look: Mix a pale rattan accent 
chair, rich-stained or lacquered bentwood 
side chairs and a natural-edge coffee 
table for a perfectly eclectic trio that 
extends from light to dark.  OH

Get the Look: We used 
Benjamin Moore’s Salisbury 
Green (HC-139) for the windows 
(drawn from the mint upholstery 
on the sofa), but for the nearby 
entry door trim we matched it to 
the walls to keep the vestibule 
simple and breezy.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1. BARCLAY 
BUTERA: Greer 
Linen Insert 
with Grommets  
2. CELERIE 
KEMBLE: Sail 
Celadon with 
Ball Trim

SAFAVIEH: 
Carlotta Arm 
Chair in Griege

TON CANADA: 
Merano 
Armchair in 
Beech with 
Black Stain

MOE’S: Adele 
Coffee Table

BRUNELLI: 3. Dorothy in Aqua 
4. Fred in Cream 5. Pompon 
6. Gwyneth in Blue Duck  
7. SURYA: Troy Throw in Mint, 
Cream and Teal

LiveableColour.indd   3 2017-09-18   9:54 AM
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STORY WALTER FRANCZYK  //  PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

Island Magic OOn summer nights, when the full moon rose high 
over the Big Sound, Spiros Melemis would launch his 
sailboat and cruise with his friend and fellow sailor, 
their boats silently plying the waves on either side of a 
shimmering beam of reflecting moonlight. Continued on page 34
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Summer evenings still weave that moonlit magic on Huckleberry 
Island where Spiros’s daughter Nadine and her husband Gary Walters 
have built a contemporary lake house to replace the aging cottage her 
father built more than 50 years ago. “In my mind there’s nothing more 
beautiful than Georgian Bay,” says Nadine, who has been summering on 
Huckleberry Island since she was a child. “The rocks, the wind-swept 
pines. It really is spectacular.” 

Her father bought a 1.2-acre parcel of rocky Crown land near the 
southern tip of the island for $500 in 1964. Although he had never built 
a house before, using plans he found in the Toronto Star, he erected an 
A-frame cottage. “It was impressive,” says Gary. “He built the whole 
thing with a handsaw and hammer.” 

Originally from the United Kingdom, Gary loves the outdoors. He 
had often explored Algonquin Park and sailed Georgian Bay aboard 
the Island Queen, unknowingly gazing at his future wife’s summer 
cottage, just 100 yards from the Hole In The Wall, a narrow channel 
between steep granite cliffs that delights youngsters who thrill at 
diving off the rocks. Gary began coming to the island when he and 
Nadine were dating. 

TOP LEFT: A dinner table on the 
exterior deck has wicker seating for 10. 
TOP RIGHT: Toasting Georgian Bay on a 
sunny afternoon. MIDDLE LEFT: Boldly-
striped sofas and matching armchairs in 
one corner of the deck make an inviting 
spot for morning coffee. ABOVE: Nadine 
and Gary built a backyard shed to support 
solar panels that power the cottage 
with electricity. LEFT: A window wall by 
Muskoka Window and Door Centre opens 
wide from the main living space to the 
deck across the front of the cottage.

Wooden stairs ascending the granite 
slope to the cottage were individual ly 
sculpted to f it snugly against the rock.

Continued on page 36

A shed roof and dark wood siding give the cottage a 
low profile while corrugated steel skirting offers extra 
protection from winter’s snow.
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Although the original A-frame had served 
the family well, constant repairs were a losing 
battle. “It was well past its best-before date,” 
says Nadine. When they realized their sons, 
Kieran, 14 and Aidan, 15, loved the place as 
much as they do, they agreed a new cottage 
would be a good investment. 

Nadine and Gary began exploring 
possibilities for a new summer home atop 
their sloping ground of twisted, folded 
granite, sculpted smooth by glaciers, waves 
and winter ice. “We actually got on the jet skis 
and went touring around the outer islands 
and inner islands, looking at various places.” 
Drawing ideas and inspiration from around 
the bay, they developed a contemporary design 
with a shed roof. “The intention was to keep 
it as tight to the rock and as inconspicuous as 

possible,” says Nadine.
“We wanted it to blend into the rocks,” says 

Gary. “The rocks here are magnificent and we 
wanted to build it so it, at least in our minds, fit 
into the rocks and the scenery.”

To execute their plans, they hired general 
contractor Ron Bowman of Bowman 
Custom Building. He had built their 
neighbour’s cottage, one of the first modern 
summer homes on the island, and came highly 
recommended. “He was awesome,” says Nadine. 
Gary describes Bowman’s work as phenomenal. 
“The detail, the finishing, the ideas they gave 
us were all great,” he says. Building designer 
Adam Vokes of Mountainside Design rendered 
drawings for the project. Construction of the 
1,900 sq. ft. home took about six months and 
was completed last fall. 

TOP: The owners designed their new cottage to 
maximize the view. LEFT: Solar energy powers 
cottage lights, electronics and appliances, including a 
dishwasher built into the kitchen island. OPPOSITE: 
Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath furnished the kitchen 
cabinetry while Di Pietra Design supplied leathered 
granite for the island and countertops.

Polished granite 
surrounds the propane 
f ireplace in the 
great room.

Continued on page 38
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Finished in dark wooden siding with 
corrugated steel skirting and glass deck rails, 
the four-bedroom cottage was built with the 
couple’s sons in mind. Sleeping quarters are 
contained in two distinct wings, each with 
two bedrooms and a bathroom, enough private 
space for the brothers and their future families 
to comfortably share the summer home. 
Bathworks supplied the bathroom fixtures.

Gary and Nadine angled the new building 
to capture an expansive view of the Big Sound. 
In the great room, a wall of glass by Muskoka 
Window and Door Centre folds open to 
reveal a panorama, stretching as far as Parry 
Sound. Ryman Plumbing and Electrical 
installed the cottage’s utilities.

The kitchen, by Perkinsfield Kitchen & 
Bath Inc., is furnished with cabinetry designed 
to withstand the fluctuating temperatures 
of a three-season chalet. Di Pietra Design 
supplied leathered blackberry granite for the 
kitchen island and counters as well as the 
polished, marbled granite fireplace surround 
in the living room. In a corner of the great 
room, framed by windows facing south and 
east, armchairs from UpCountry can swivel 
to surround a round rustic table or to face 
the view outside. “I love the early morning, 
when the sun is coming up,” says Nadine. “It’s 
the perfect spot, if you’re inside, to watch the 
morning light.”

UpCountry armchairs swivel in a kitchen corner to allow guests 
to look out at the view or converse around the table. OPPOSITE 
TOP: Although the southern exposure receives the island’s harshest 
fall and winter weather, it also provides the best view. BOTTOM 
LEFT: A sunroom table offers sheltered space for board games 
or informal meals. RIGHT: On cool days, a wood stove warms the 
sunroom, where the coffee table was made from granite cut from 
the fireplace surround in the great room.

A bank of batteries 
stores solar energy.

Continued on page 42
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ABOVE: A round shower from 
Bathworks and a compact vanity 
with a vessel sink save space in 
this bathroom. LEFT: Rough sawn 
wood forms the headboard in the 
master bedroom.

705.774.1358   info@ryman.ca

AJAX
250 BAYLEY ST. W.

905-427-4149

Why settle for ordinary, when you can have extraordinary !

BARRIE
516 BRYNE DR.
705-722-4125

BELLEVILLE
405 COLLEGE ST. E.

613-969-0842

KINGSTON
699 GARDINERS RD.

613-384-6262

ST. CATHARINES
443 EASTCHESTER AVE. E.

905-688-8887
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The master bedroom’s window wall opens to the exterior deck and 
a corner furnished with boldly-striped sofas and chairs. On the deck’s 
opposite side sits a grill and shaded dinner table with seating for 10. In 
the sunroom on the west side of the cottage, armchairs striped in blue 
and white flank a wood stove. WeatherMaster windows from Porch to 
Pier admit the cooling breeze and sliding doors open to the front deck, 
surrounded by tempered glass. McNabb Home Building Centre 
supplied materials for the cottage construction.

In the backyard, the couple built a shed to hold the solar panels 
and batteries that power the cottage’s LED lighting, refrigerator, wine 
fridge and a clothes washer and dryer. The propane fireplace in the 
great room can heat the entire building, if necessary. “We love it,” says 
Nadine. “There’s something about being very comfortable in a rugged 
place that really appeals to us.” 

The family enjoys kayaking, swimming, canoeing and sailing. 
“There’s enough traffic that you don’t feel like you’re completely on your 
own, but it’s never busy and it’s safe on the water,” says Nadine. Gary 
says he loves the views, the quiet and the open space of Georgian Bay. 
“I love the scenery, the water and the trees,” he says. “Not far from here 
you’ve got islands, great picnic spots among the rocks and lone pine 
trees. It’s like something out of a Group of Seven painting.”  OH

SOURCE GUIDE
Ability Tile • Bathworks • Bowman Custom 

Building • Di Pietra Design • McNabb Home 

Building Centre • Muskoka Window and Door 

Centre • Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath • Porch to 

Pier • Ryman Plumbing and Electrical • Tilemaster

LEFT: With four bedrooms, the cottage has ample room for the 
owners and their teenage sons. BELOW: In this corner bedroom, 
a nautical Greek motif celebrates family heritage. 

www.bowmancustombuilding.com
705.342.5792

Bowman Landscaping and Excavation

Bowman Custom Building
“Let us help you realize your dream.”

Est. 1975

705.746.8333
41 Hwy 124, Parry Sound ON

porchtopier.com

NO VIEW INTERRUPTED  with an Invisirail Glass Rail System and Sunspace Pickets

Building Supplies
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GRASSES
Grasses are likely the first plant that comes to mind when 
considering fall and winter. Their feathery or dotted plumage 
is divine and a lot of colour pop can also be found in their fluffy 
foliage, even after the freeze. By varying your grass selections 
you will be rewarded with warm winter browns, golden tans 
and hints of copper. A few of my favourite grass plants for fall 
colour are Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii), Little Bluestem 
(Schizachyrium scoparium), Switchgrass (Panicum virgatum), 
Northern Sea Oat (Chasmanthium latifolium) and Maiden Grass 
“Ghana” (Miscanthus sinensis Ghana). 

LETTING YOUR GARDEN
STAND TALL

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
MELANIE REKOLA

Aesthetic, environmental 
or functional, there are 
many reasons to let your 
garden stand tall this fall.

Instead of sanitizing the garden with a complete cut-back and clean-out, 
let’s celebrate architectural value and those subtle hues of decay. Slow 
down and really look around to appreciate the understated allure in the 
many sumptuous shades of brown, gold and tan. 

For many of us the garden season seems to end in September, but it 
really doesn’t have to. Autumn’s beauty is in more than colour-changing 
tree leaves, and winter’s elegance is in more than just the evergreens. The 
time is now to consider creating fall and winter interest in your garden.

LetYourGardenStandTall.indd   2 2017-08-16   4:24 PM

Continued on page 46

SINCE 1976

ANNUALS • PERENNIALS

TREES & SHRUBS

LAWN & GARDEN MAINTENANCE

GARDEN DESIGN • LANDSCAPING

VEGETABLE GARDENS

FURNITURE • ANTIQUES

HOME & GARDEN DÉCOR

SNOW REMOVAL

FALL CLEAN-UP

PUMPKINS AND FALL DÉCOR

CHRISTMAS TREES

WINDERMEREGARDENCENTRE.COM
PROUD MEMBERS OF

WINDERMERE
705.769.3238 • 1453 Dee Bank Road

PORT CARLING
705.764.1330 • 2932 Muskoka Road 118 W
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Perfect for the low maintenance gardener, 
by waiting to cut back your garden until 
springtime you can cross this chore off 
the fall to-do list. Then in wintertime, 
instead of a desolate, lifeless garden cut 
to the ground, you will enjoy exquisite 
frosty mornings where every leaf, stem 
and seed head is encircled with sparkling 
snow. You’ll be captivated by the variance 
in heights, textures and forms. You may 
even see a blood-red cardinal pecking at 
your spent Black-Eyed Susan flowers. 
After seeing such a sight, can you 
imagine being without it? Leaving your 
landscape alone this autumn is really a 
win/win/win situation for the garden, the 
environment and you.  OH

LASTING LEAVES
Many plants retain their dead foliage 
throughout fall and winter. Just as grasses 
do, other common garden perennials 
(such as the common Peony) sport varied 
shades of golden yellow and red-bronze. A 
characteristic known as marcescence, some 
deciduous trees (such as Beech and Oak) 
even retain their leaves all winter long. In the 
dead of winter when almost all deciduous 
trees are skeletonized, the coppery leaves of 
Beech are still clinging to their branches – a 
joyful sight to see. 

SEED HEADS
Seed heads add drama and contrast. Their 
often very dark brown and spikey kernels 
can appear jet black. I find this makes one 
take notice and appreciate all the exciting 
diversity of shape and texture provided by 
the natural world. When large perennials 
are left to stand with their sturdy stalks and 
branches, architectural interest is achieved. 
Giant Coneflower (Rudbeckia maxima), large 
Sedum varieties and Globe Thistle (Echinops 
bannaticus) top the list for plants with 
beautiful seed production. Seed heads left to 
ripen also provide a food source for many birds 
and other forms of wildlife. 

WILDLIFE
Leaving perennials to stand welcomes all 
kinds of exciting creatures. And a garden 
teeming with life adds a whole new dimension 
to its otherwise static state. Ground birds, 
such as the Mourning Dove, appreciate a 
refuge of thick cover. Furthermore, many 
beneficial insects, frogs and other wildlife 
hibernate in leaf litter so don’t rake them 
out. Some of our native solitary bee species 
overwinter in hollow plant stems, so don’t cut 
them down. You just might be “throwing out 
the baby with the bathwater,” so it is said. 

GARDEN HEALTH 
More than just for aesthetics, leaving 
perennials to stand actually improves a 
garden’s health. Standing plants accumulate 
extra snow, which in turn insulates their roots 
during cold winter temperatures. When that 
snow melts it also adds extra moisture to the 
surrounding soil. Plus, the decaying leaves 
feed soil microbes, making for a healthier 
soil ecosystem on the whole. Exposure to a 
certain soil bacteria will make you healthier 
too. Mycobacterium vaccae acts as a natural 
antidepressant, activating brain cells that 
improve mood, increase serotonin levels, 
reduce anxiety and facilitate learning. 

Melanie is a certified horticulturalist 
and landscape designer.

Get more in outdoors at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/outdooronline
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When the going gets tough, Husqvarna 

tools are tougher, lighter, and more 

comfortable to use. We’re happy to bring 

Husqvarna’s world-class innovation to 

your community so you can get your 

jobs done quickly, easily and more safely 

than ever. Drop in or give us a call, we 

can help put the power and performance 

of Husqvarna to work for you.

25 Woods Road, Nobel
In the Parry Sound Industrial Park

AVAILABLE AT:

husqvarna.ca

705.773.3214 Sales
705.342.1717 Service

www.bobcatofparrysound.com

(800)691-9385
(705)645-3162 

YOUR NATURAL  
CHOICE... 

rockscapedesign.ca
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Many of us are guilty. With good intentions 
of using the green bin or compost, we’ve 
caught ourselves tossing food scraps and 
leftovers into the garbage. For some of us 
it’s not worth the stench or grime involved in 
scraping the remnants into the green bin in 
an age of efficiency and busy lives; it seems 
easier to toss it all into the garbage. 

YUCK-FREE
STORY TAIGAN DANCE
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Yuck-Free Kitchen Composting.indd   2 2017-08-21   9:22 PM

Continued on page 50

SERVING MUSKOKA, PARRY SOUND & HALIBURTON REGIONS SINCE 1976 

norstarexteriors.com
705.645.8404 | 800.732.0158

To Protect Your Home

Embrace Your Exterior! Supply • Install • Cash & Carry

Siding • Roofing • Soffit • Fascia • Decking • Eavestrough • Gutter Protection

OVERRUN WITH EAVESTROUGH PROBLEMS? CALL NORSTAR!
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3To prevent a gag-reflex-worthy 
encounter with pests and bugs, 
it is best to avoid tossing expired 

meats or meat scraps in the bin too early 
in the week. Wrap your meat scraps in 
newspaper and store them in the freezer 
until collection day.

4In the winter, to keep your outdoor 
bin from freezing, try spraying the 
lid lightly with cooking oil.

5In the summer, it is best to keep 
your bins out of direct sunlight, 
either in the garage or in a well-

shaded area. The warmth from sun 
exposure causes moisture and makes the 
matter start to decompose and cause 
odours. 

Problem solving: 

6Use natural cleaners in the bin 
to get rid of unwanted odours or 
pests. Sprinkling baking soda, 

spraying the bin lid with vinegar or 
cleaning with lemon juice are all 
appropriate ways to clean your bin 
without the use of harsh chemicals.

B
7Eliminate odours by spraying the 

bin with a solution made of 50 per 
cent water and 50 per cent vinegar.

But, it is fairly easy and worthwhile to 
live a greener life. While composting 
and green bin use isn’t always pretty, 
it may soon become mandatory by 
municipalities. To help make this job 
easier, here are some products and tips 
to help make your green bin experience 
more bearable, less of a choice and more 
of a routine. 

Products
A. BioBag: These bin liners are designed 
for 35-litre containers and are highly 
breathable, made of biodegradable 
plastic and ideal for kitchen waste. BioBag 
products have a very high penetration 
barrier against bacteria, viruses, spores 
and mould.

B. Compost Pail Charcoal Filter: The 
charcoal filters in these Canadian-made 
pails absorb odours.

C. Greenlid: No leaks, no smells. This 
Canadian-made compostable bin boasts 
that it is leak-resistant.

D. Waste Management Odour Disposer: 
Using plant-based ingredients safe for 
kids and pets, this spray rapidly eliminates 
odour-causing bacteria. 

E. Ecolife Odour Blaster: Eliminates 
odours instead of masking them.

Preventative measures: 

1To avoid those smelly liquids often 
found beneath your biodegradable 
kitchen-catcher, layer newspaper 

inside the bag to soak up any liquids 
or smells. You can also line the bin with 
newspaper or egg cartons to catch any 
spills from holes in the plastic.

2Use a smaller bin that is easy to 
access in your kitchen. The more 
frequently this bin is emptied, 

the less likely odours will consume your 
kitchen. Be sure to wash your small bin 
after emptying with warm, soapy water.

FEEL GOOD ABOUT YOUR
EFFORTS TO REDUCE
YOUR WASTE PRODUCTION.
HOPEFULLY, THESE 
TIPS MAKE YEAR-ROUND
COMPOSTING YOUR 
NEW PASSION.  OH

PHOTO: COURTESY OF GREENLID
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Specializing in: 
Playscapes • Waterfront Reconstruction

Cottage Property Facelifts • Natural Rock Formations 
Hardscapes • Lawn & Garden Art • Emergency Services

Natural Armor Stone & Concrete Retaining Walls

Quail Construction is a locally owned and family operated business, 
known for providing excellent customer service and the highest quality 
of creative workmanship. With an eye for detail and respect for nature, 

Quail Construction leaves every job site looking untouched.

519.925.8561
www.quailconstruction.ca

muskokasplitrock.com
705.787.5999

info@muskokasplitrock.com

MASONRY & CUSTOM STONE WORK • FIREPLACES

WINDOW QUILT MUSKOKA

102 Lindgren Road West, Huntsville 

windowquiltmuskoka.com

COMPLIMENTARY ON-SITE HOME & COTTAGE CONSULTATIONVISIT OUR SHOWROOM BY APPOINTMENT

Hunter Douglas styles enhance light, ensure privacy and can help lower your energy consumption & costs
• Duette® Honeycomb Shades & Vertiglide™ for patio doors & sliders provide energy savings year round in addition to 
light control & privacy • Silhouette® Window Shadings & Luminette® Privacy Sheers with tilting louvres & panels to 

achieve the privacy you desire while diffusing incoming light • PowerView Motorization available

Duette® Honeycomb Shades  Silhouette® Window Shadings & Luminette® Privacy Sheers
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STAGE IT
If you still have no idea how to go about 
getting your house ready for sale, says Powell, 
real-estate agents can help stage or call in a 
professional stager for help.

Red Barrinuevo, professional home stager 
and interior decorator at Redesign 4 More 
says staging not only gives a fresh look to the 
house, but it also demonstrates effective use of 
space for buyers.

“If it’s a living room, showcase it as a living 
room and remove other pieces that don’t 
have to be there,” he says. “For example, for a 
living room, all we need is a coffee table, a sofa 
and some chairs.”

Another factor that helps determine a 
home’s value and guides the preparation 
process for a house is its location, 
says Barrinuevo.

“If you’re downtown, the buyer is probably 
someone working downtown and looking for 
a starter home. There, a small room could be 
staged as an office,” he says, adding the quality 
of the furniture should reflect the value of 
the house. “If you’re selling a house outside 
the city, an extra room could be showcased 
as a baby room.”

IMPROVE CURB APPEAL
Make sure the exterior of the house is not 
neglected, Barrinuevo says. “That’s the first 
thing buyers see.”

Adding a fresh coat of paint on the garage 
door, taking care of the front yard and putting 
garbage bins in the back, instead of front, are 
just some items on the list. It should tell the 
buyer the house is well-maintained.

“The outside is like a teaser. If you get off 
on the wrong foot at the beginning, buyers 
will look for more faults,” he says.

GET GREAT PHOTOS
Both Barrinuevo and Powell agree that once 
the inside and outside are taken care of, make 
sure a professional photographer takes the 
images shared for the listing.

“It has to be of professional quality, because 
this is one of the most expensive things you’re 
going to sell,” says Powell.

CONSIDER AN INSPECTION
Where most people focus on cosmetic fixes, 
it’s also a good idea to get a pre-sale inspection 
done, says Graham Clarke, president of 
the Canadian Association of Home and 
Property Inspectors.

“It allows the homeowner to be aware 
of what conditions or deficiencies are going 
to show up when the buyer brings along an 
inspector,” he says. 

This helps reduce potential renegotiation 
after a potential buyer brings in an inspector.

“The more information you can disclose, 
the smoother the transaction will be and 
the more realistic the expectations of the 
buyer,” says Clarke.

Some common items homeowners can fix 
before listing include safety issues that may 
arise from electrical, water or leakage issues 
and neglected porches and decks.

And it helps both the homeowner and their 
realtor understand what the real condition 
is and set a more realistic price for the 
market, he says.  OH

GET FEEDBACK
“I think one of the first things people should 
do is to get a neutral opinion on their house 
on what is a good value to add,” says Brendan 
Powell, broker and team leader at the BREL 
team, Sage Real Estate.

Getting an outsider to give feedback on 
what could make the house better helps 
homeowners decide on renovations that will 
be a real return on investment, he says.

“People often bring us in after renovating,” 
says Powell. “That’s usually too late because 
you can’t do anything about it. If you spend 
$100,000 on your reno, you can’t add that much 
to the price. Just because you spent the money, 
it doesn’t mean others will see the value, too.”

SPRUCE IT UP
Be prudent in spending money, Powell 
says, but do fix the nitpicky items, such as 
bathroom or kitchen fixtures, creaky boards 
or crumbling brickwork. 

Quick ways of sprucing up the inside of a 
house include a good cleaning, decluttering 
and a new coat of paint, preferably neutral 
colours, as they allow the house to look 
spacious and help buyers easily imagine their 
items in the same space.

Also, focus on getting rid of smells to 
which your nose is blind, be it cooking spices 
or pet odours, says Powell.

STORY MEHREEN SHAHID
ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

GET
READY 
TO SELL
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feed back

f ix it

Putting your house up for sale 
isn’t just about listing it on the 
market. Experts say there’s 
more to it than that.

GetReadyToSell.indd   2 2017-09-19   9:37 AM

MARC THIBODEAU
Sales Representative - Managing Partner

705-646-4916  marct@muskoka.com

100% OF MY 
COTTAGES SOLD

IN 2016!

LAKE ROSSEAU          $1,586,000 LAKE MUSKOKA           $749,900 SKELETON LAKE        $2,895,000

SOLD IN 1 DAY!

Representing buyers 
and sellers throughout 
Muskoka. On any lake 

my listings sell!!

“who’s who in luxury real estate”

muskokacottagerealestate.com

1677 Winhara Road, Gravenhurst
705.645.1175

Visit us at: kubotanorth.com

NEW EQUIPMENT SALES

FULL SERVICE SHOP

PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

TRACTORS • EXCAVATORS

UTILITY VEHICLES • MOWERS

PARTS & SERVICE

A family business operating in a new custom-built sales
and service centre, Kubota North supplies everything from heavy 

excavators, wheel loaders and track loaders to lawn tractors and side-
by-side RTVs. In addition to home owners, recreational users and 
cottagers, the company counts many local contractors among its 
clients. Well-positioned, smooth and precise controls, combined 

with sturdy ergonomic seating, Kubota machinery ensures comfort 
for long work days on the construction site, quarry or farm.

Serving Muskoka, Haliburton & Parry Sound
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THE PLACE: With over 12 years serving the Muskoka, Parry 

Sound and Georgian Bay areas, Northern Living Kitchen 

& Bath prides itself on providing excellence in design, 

workmanship, product selection and service. Owners Nancy 

Fournier and Jason Robertson continually foster a positive 

team environment for the benefit of clients, employees and the 

community. “When we work together our ideas flourish and 

allow us to be truly unique,” Nancy says. “No kitchen is solely 

designed or finished without the input of at least one other 

team member.” 

THE SERVICE: Northern Living Kitchen & Bath offers full 

cabinetry design for any room, from the typical kitchen and bath 

to mudrooms, entertainment units, fireplace surrounds, desks, 

closets and more. “We go the extra mile to help you select 

coordinating finishes for your walls and floors so everything 

works together,” says Jason. “Give us a call for your initial 

consultation and let Northern Living make your dreams a reality.”

NORTHERN 
LIVING

THE PRODUCTS: Providing cabinetry design 

is how Northern Living started but it has 

grown to supply top quality plumbing and 

lighting fixtures. “With our recent partnership 

with the Living Lighting buying group we 

can now provide our clients with a full 

solution of interior products at great value,” 

explains Jason.

WHAT’S HOT: Clean lines and simple door 

styles are trending. Contemporary style with 

rustic charm is big for cottages right now. 

Clients often look for cabinets that best 

represent themselves instead of following 

trends as they might in their city home. 

Whites and greys dominate the colour 

palette, often with touches of colour as accent 

or a furniture piece. Quality wood grain 

melamine has had small growth in popularity. 

For countertops, durable quartz that mimics 

the soft veining of marble is by far the most 

sought-after material.

GET THERE: 6 Designers Ln., Seguin  

705.746.8686 

northernlivingkitchenandbath.ca  OH

Sales & Design Consultant Amanda Yake and co-owner Jason Robertson.
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Coastal CollectionTM

TM

SUMMERHILL

Cambria Quartz Surfaces

Custom Cambria Quartz Surfaces

Come and visit the Slab Gallery... 

Summerhill
Coastal Collection

Elegant-Solutions.ca 855-797-0114

Discover Stunning Designs 

& Experience the Movement of 

Over 50 Cambria Quartz Slabs. 

By Appointment Only 

Don’t Dream too fast... take a stroll and explore. 

INSPIRED BY THE RICH AND TIMELESS BEAUTY
OF THE LEGENDARY LAND OF WALES.

Coastal Collection

™

™



MMaster carpenter 
Greg Hudolin 
vividly remembers 
the cold, wet day 
in November when 
he met a new client 
near a small lake in 
Seguin Township.

“It was pouring rain,” 
he recalls. The owner of 
LakeForest Construction 
& Renovations, Hudolin and 
the landowner had driven to 
the lake 600 metres down a 
rough, jolting driveway where 
one of them nearly got stuck 
in the thick, oozing mud. “We 
stood out in the rain for about 
an hour talking about this 
building, about what he wanted 
to do and how he was going to 
approach the property,” Greg 
remembers. The landowner’s 
parents had bought the 16 acres 
of sloping, wooded land on 540 
feet of lakeshore more than 30 
years earlier. The Salmon Lake 
property was a place to escape 
from the city. Initially, the family 
boated in on day trips.  

STORY WALTER FRANCZYK  |  PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

WONDERS
Autumn OPPOSITE: Shaped like the prow of 

a ship, the great room of this new 
cottage, by LakeForest Construction 
and Renovations, projects toward the 
lake and a sandy beach. RIGHT: At 
more than 50 years old, this maple 
dinner table functions as well and as 
elegantly as ever in the dining space 
of this lakeside cottage.

Continued on page 61
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They hiked in the forest and swam in the lake. As a young adult, the 
owner started bringing his own family north to camp in the woods. 
“There was nothing, just forest,” the owner says. “We loved it so much 
we wanted to spend more time here.”

With a long-held desire to build a cottage on the property, he just 
decided one day to do it and discussed his plans with several builders. 
After a friend put him in touch with Greg and they met on that rainy 
autumn day, the owner was convinced he’d found the right builder. “I 
knew exactly what I wanted,” the owner says. “I just knew Greg would 
get it. He got it. He’s a real mensch of a guy.”

LakeForest built the 3,000 sq. ft. cottage, with four bedrooms 
and three bathrooms, as close to the lake as possible. The prow of 
the cottage, an angled two-storey wall of glass windows and doors, 
by Ross Windows & Doors, abuts the shore road allowance. “We 
designed the shape of the building to fit right in there so we could 
push it right up as close as we could to the water,” Greg says. Builders 
preserved the backcountry setting, leaving as many trees as possible 
and keeping the cottage hidden amid tall pines, oaks and maples. 
RH Designs tied the landscaping and stone patio into the natural 
surroundings, to keep it wild and appealing.

The owner and his family love to be on the water. They shun 
motorboats in favour of quietly paddling the lake in canoes, kayaks or 
a small paddle boat. “One of the things that’s so wonderful about this 
lake is it’s a relatively small lake,” the owner says. “It’s a spring-fed lake, 

Built of maple by 
Chervin Kitchen & Bath, 
the kitchen cabinetry 
deliberately avoids the 
clutter of handles and 
knobs. Cupboards open 
and close at the touch 
of a finger.

ABOVE: An old phone 
from a family farm in 
Haliburton was saved 
for a prominent place 
at the lake. LEFT: 
The kitchen range, as 
seen from the loft, is 
built into the island, 
facing the great room, 
allowing cottage 
cooks to remain part 
of the conversation. 

Continued on page 62
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so it’s alive. It’s healthy. It’s clean.” With no 
through traffic from other lakes, there are only 
a few hours during the high season of summer 
when they can hear motorboats, skiers and 
tubers. “Most of the time, we’re alone.” The 
opposite side of the lake, and terrain to 
one side of the cottage property is heavily 
forested Crown land. “It’s complete privacy, 
it’s extraordinary,” the owner says. “We’re 

in the midst of nature. We’ve got the loons, 
ducks and geese, beavers, chipmunks and lake 
otters. There are bears and rattlesnake too. It’s 
quite beautiful.”

The owner says he knew what he wanted 
when he began designing the cottage and Greg 
taught him what was involved in creating 
different kinds of spaces. They used ideas 
from other homes Greg had built, refined 

and expanded them with the help of the 
RONA Building Centre Parry Sound. 
“We went through seven or eight different 
designs in terms of roofline changes, floor plan 
changes and whatever else,” Greg says. “At 
the end of the day, it is a completely custom-
designed house.” 

While the cottage wasn’t built in a specific 
style, some of its architecture harkens back 

Etta, a son’s pet and the 
cottage’s vocal security chief, 
takes a break and snoozes 
by the fire in the great room. 
OPPOSITE: With three walls 
of windows that open to the 
breeze, the sun room on the 
east side of the cottage is 
a favourite spot to spend 
summer days and evenings. 

Continued on page 64
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to the 70s, Greg says. Douglas fir posts and beams support a loft and 
games room over the open-concept kitchen. Maple cabinets, custom-
built by Chervin Kitchen & Bath, furnish the kitchen walls and 
island. Durable white oak, manufactured by BreezeWood Floors, a 
company that specializes in eco-friendly hardwood flooring, sheaths 
the floors on the main level, the loft and in the bedrooms. Pine covers 
the ceilings, where a massive, 20-by-10-inch, 36-foot Douglas fir beam, 
custom-milled and shipped on a rail car from British Columbia, spans 
the length of the house. “That’s the kind of thing the owner wanted to 
see there,” says Greg. “He wanted that rustic, real wood look. He likes 
natural things.”

There is very little in the home that is purely decorative, says the 
owner. “It’s all functional,” he says. “There’s a lot that’s aesthetic, but 
it’s aesthetic and functional. There’s nothing that’s pure aesthetic 
and doesn’t have some kind of a purpose.” The Renaissance Rumford 
fireplace in the great room, for example, is enclosed in drywall 

instead of a stone facade. “I didn’t need to create the illusion of a stone 
fireplace,” the owner says.

The main floor is wheelchair friendly. All doors are extra wide to 
accommodate wheelchairs and the cottage entrance is built low so a 
ramp can be quickly installed when needed. “That was an important 
feature for us,” says the owner.

Two secluded spaces augment the main living area. Glass double 
doors open from the dining area to a large sunroom with pine-panelled 
glass walls that project into the forest. Upstairs, tucked into a corner 
of the house, is a comfortably furnished loft overlooking the great 
room. Glassed railings provide an unobstructed view of the lake from 
this aerie. In the dead of winter, the loft is the owner’s favourite spot. 
“Winter is out of this world,” he says. “Imagine looking out there and 
it’s all white, especially on a blue sky sunny day. It’s almost a mystical 
experience. The white is different colours, depending on the light. It 
sparkles. It’s serene. The silence in winter is a special kind of silence.”

BELOW: The main floor of the lake house is built with extra wide doors 
to make it wheelchair accessible. RIGHT: Bordered with glass railings, the 
second-floor loft serves as a games room and entertainment centre.

In keeping with the home’s strict 
functionality, the cottage has 
four bedrooms, but no master 
bedroom. Tough, resilient and 
beautiful white oak, milled from 
sustainably harvested North 
American timber by BreezeWood 
Floors, covers the floors.

Continued on page 66
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SOURCE GUIDE
Anna Van Dalen Painting • BreezeWood Floors • Central Roofing 

Systems • Chervin Kitchen & Bath • Georgian Rentals • Graziotto 

Electric • LakeForest Construction & Renovations • Morrow’s 

Plumbing & Heating • Parry Sound Insurance Brokers Ltd. • RH 

Designs • Renaud Excavation & Construction • RONA Building 

Centre Parry Sound • Ross Windows & Doors

Fall is his favourite season – the best time to walk in the woods and 
to savour the colour, the mood and the temperature. “I just love it,” he 
says. “I love the crisp air. Everything about the fall is amazing. Year-
round, the cottage is a beautiful place. It’s wonderful to be in the forest. 
That was one of our concepts from the beginning. We wanted to live in 
the forest and to experience the changing seasons, week by week.” 

As autumn leaves fall, they carpet the forest floor in brittle bits of 
yellow, orange and brown. The air is cool. Most cottagers are gone. 
Rippled by a gentle breeze, the lake is silent. “It amazes me,” says the 
owner. “Why would you leave now?”  OH

One of two guest rooms offers sleeping space 
for an entire family. TOP: Functional and resilient, 
Corian tops the bathroom vanity.

PORT CARLING SHOWROOM
8 Lee Valley Drive, Port Carling, ON P0B 1J0

P 705 765 6638

WATERLOO SHOWROOM
20 Benjamin Road, Waterloo, ON N2V 1J9

P 519 885 3542
CHERVIN.CA

COME VISIT US AT OUR NEWLY RENOVATED SHOWROOM IN PORT CARLING!

At Chervin we are committed to delivering beautiful and functional solutions to our customers, with 
perfection in even the smallest details. As a family-owned and operated business, Chervin is in a 

unique position to make good on its promises. That’s our golden rule of service and that’s what sets 
us apart. 
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Glass vessels in multiple sizes

Elastic bands and painter’s tape 
in varying widths

Rust-Oleum Universal Metallic 
Copper spray paint

2 wood planks of equal size, 
¼- or ½-inch-thick, large enough 
to fit glass vessels on top

Pencil

Power drill

Drum sander

Palm sander or sandpaper 
with fine grit

Multiple hole saws in sizes that 
correspond to vessel bottoms

3-4 C-clamps

Wood glue

Wood filler

4 scrap wood pieces of equal 
thickness (for clamping)

Rust-Oleum Gloss White 
spray paint

DESK DUTY
CREATE A CUSTOMIZED
DESK ORGANIZER USING
METALLIC SPRAY PAINT TO
REPURPOSE GLASSWARE.

TOOLS & MATERIALS

PROJECT TARA CHATTELL AND MATT BOWES   |   PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL
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Continued on page 70

FIREPLACE KING
3 Cairns Drive  
Huntsville P1H 1Y3 
705.789.8067
fireplaceking.com

Valor radiant warmth brings 
comfort to the modern home.

CONTEMPORARY WOOD-BURNING
AT ITS FINEST

Muskoka . Parry Sound
705.342.9604 . cell 705.773.2566

lakeforestconstruction.ca

Builder of Fine Homes & Cottages . All Types
of Additions, Garages & Boathouses . Custom Kitchens, 

Baths, Decks, Docks, Stairs & Railings

www.CedarLaineRestoration.com

RESTORING BEAUTY & VALUE
TO HOMES SINCE 1988

•	Refinishing	Hardwood
		 Floors	/	Cabinets
•	Interior	Wood	Restoration
•	Staining
•	Drywall	Repair	&	Painting

705.644.4619

LIKE	US
ON

FACEBOOK

ISLAND	ACCESS
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HOW-TO

Vessels

Wash and dry glass vessels.

Use rubber bands and painter’s tape to 
mask off stripes on glass vessels.

Set glass vessels upside down 
on a protected surface in a well-
ventilated area.

Apply 3 to 4 coats of metallic copper 
spray paint to vessels, following 
manufacturer directions for drying time 
between coats. 

Allow paint to cure completely for 
48 hours before removing rubber 
bands and tape.

Wood Base

Arrange vessels on one of the two 
wood planks and trace around the base 
of each vessel with a pencil.

Use hole saws to cut holes slightly 
larger than each vessel. Sand holes 
with a drum sander until smooth. If you 
have a hole saw slightly too small for 
your vessel, try reaming the hole with a 
drum sander and coarse sandpaper to 
enlarge it.

Sand all surfaces of both planks of 
wood with a palm sander or sandpaper.

On the plank with holes, apply wood 
glue to one side and clamp it, glue-
side down, to the second plank. Use 
scrap wood to protect the planks while 
clamping with C-clamps. Allow glue to 
dry for 24 hours. 

Remove clamps and fill the joint with 
wood filler. Allow to dry. Sand the 
edges smooth.

Place the wood base on a protected 
surface in a well-ventilated area and 
apply as many coats of gloss white 
spray paint as needed, following 
manufacturer directions, until satisfied 
with the look. We applied 5 coats. A 
light sanding between coats will help 
achieve a smoother finish.  OH

DeskDuty.indd   3 2017-08-23   10:35 AM

At Sheppard Construction our philosophy is to build 
a select few cottages exceptionally well rather than 
as many cottages as possible at one time. Because 
we are focused on your project, at your site, we 

are committed exclusively to your vision. We take 
tremendous pride in fulfilling dreams by building 
fine cottages and boathouses that will stand the test 
of time, both structurally and aesthetically.

FOCUSED ON ONE PROJECT AT A TIME

705.321.3302  |  muskokaconstruction.com  | darcy@muskokaconstruction.com 

SHEPPARD 
CONSTRUCTION
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SERVICE

FRONT: TRACY, DOUG, LYNN, 
ROMAN & DAVID
MIDDLE: LINSEY, TARA, CARLEY, 
PATTI, JOSEPH & CHRIS
BACK: ALEXIS, BILL, MATT, AMY, 
COLIN, ADAM, NICK & DALE
(missing from photo: Keith, Susan, Robert and Al)
Normerica Timber Homes & Cottages

Tell us about Normerica: Since 1979, Normerica has created the highest 
quality timber frame structures across North America and around the 
world. We have a simple philosophy: to marry traditional craftsmanship 
with the latest engineering and building science, delivering nothing less 
than our customers’ ultimate dream homes.

Why are your homes in demand? Stunning beauty and exceptional 
quality are what Normerica homes are renowned for, but our commitment 
to our clients – past and present – and an industry-leading warranty are 
what truly set us apart. Over the years, thousands of discerning customers 
have trusted us with their vision – most of those customers come from 
referrals. 

What does every Normerica home have? Every Normerica custom 
home or cottage is unique, with two important similarities – an airtight, 
energy efficient building system and a timeless design that delivers 
harmony and warmth. Whatever your taste, our expert in-house 
design team will work with you to create a home that surpasses your 
expectations, today and for years to come.

WAYNE HOMER  
& LORI HOMER
OWNERS
Pro Pool Table Services

Tell us about your business: “We offer all 
services with pool tables,” says Lori. “We’ll 
come to your home or cottage and re-cloth 
them, level them, we’ll move them from one 
home to another, relocate them within your 
home – just about anything to do with moving 
and refinishing pool tables.” They also sell 
tables. “If anyone is interested in purchasing 
a new table, we’d be more than happy to help 
them out. We also sell accessories.”

Why re-cloth a pool table? “Sometimes 
they’re ready for a fresh new look.” says Lori. 
“Maybe the homeowners have done some 
decorating and want to have a more modern 
colour or there’s been a spill or a stain or a 
tear in it or it’s old and tired and needs to look 
fresh again.”

What are the advantages of using a 
professional? “It really comes down to the 
fine art of levelling it as you go, squaring it up 
as you go,” Lori says. “There’s nothing worse 
than taking a shot and having everything all 
roll over to one side. It comes down to having 
a nice tight cloth installation, nice and smooth 
on the rails and having the table level.” They 
encourage anyone planning to buy a used table 
to call them. “We’ll let them know what to 
look for, so they can make a good purchasing 
decision.”

Continued on page 74

AT YOUR
From dormers to décor 
these pros have it all.
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SEAN JAIKO,  
JJ FRANCOEUR, 
AMBER MINISTER 
& SPENCER 
DESCHAMBAULT 
Georgian Water and Air 

Tell us about your company: At 
Georgian Water & Air we take pride 
in offering our customers the very best 
service and experience possible in 
cottage country. We offer a no-charge 
water or air quality assessment and 
evaluation and our trained technicians 
will leave you with the results 
on the spot.

How do I know if the air or water 
quality isn’t right? In water the 
question is simple: Are your ice cubes 
clear or are they white? Is your orange 
pekoe tea orange or brown? Your ice 

cubes should be clear and your tea 
orange. With the air, ever wonder why 
you wake up in the morning stuffed 
up, sneezing with itchy eyes? Poor air 
quality could be responsible.

How has pure air and water 
changed your life? When you have 
good water everything feels better, 
from your skin to your fabrics (towels, 
bed sheets, clothing). Food and drinks 
will taste way better without the 
chemical. The air we breathe every day 
will feel fresh and crisp without any 
objectionable odours. Continued on page 76

Ltd.

www.jscustombuilders.com

JSCustomBuildersFALL16.indd   1 2016-09-22   10:06 AM
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Tell us about your store: “It is a blend of traditional Muskoka and 
contemporary Muksoka so that people can go one way or the other. It’s 
original and traditional, but also contemporary. All the rage right now 
is a blend of the two,” says Bryan. “We just started a new brand and a 
new section called Lakelife Mercantile, which is soft goods, art, décor, 
traditional Muskoka hoodies, that sort of thing – our own brand and 
our own label.”

Why do people shop here? “More than anything, it’s the energy 
and the vibe we have,” says Bryan. That vibe stems from the fact that 
Christina grew up in Magnetawan and Bryan is a fourth-generation 

cottager. “We really get Muskoka,” he says. “We love the lifestyle and 
we’re celebrating it through the store.”

What do you enjoy about this business? “We love design and 
décor,” Bryan says. “When we get to go into other people’s places, 
whether it’s a brand new build or a renovation, or just putting new 
furniture in, it’s seeing other people’s places and seeing the way 
they celebrate Muskoka and helping them enhance that.” Bryan and 
Christina also enjoy hearing great stories about old antiques, retaining 
those tales and passing them on, giving cherished objects life beyond a 
garage sale.  OH

BRYAN GARDNER & CHRISTINA SHANE 
OWNERS
Simply Cottage
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find exactly what you need for your home and it’s just around the corner!
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subscribe@ourhomes.ca | 705.445.5065 x200
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THAI
COCONUT

SOUP

INGREDIENTS 

2 servings of rice or 
rice noodles 

1 tsp light cooking oil 

1 lb shrimp

1 tsp ginger, grated 

1 tsp garlic, grated 

2 tsp Thai chili paste

1 ½ cups vegetable stock 

1 ¾ cups coconut milk 

1 tsp fish sauce 

1 tsp brown sugar 

salt and pepper

Cilantro, lime and radish 
to garnish 

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

Spicy chili paste and 
rich coconut milk 
balance perfectly in 
this Thai-inspired soup. 
Makes a warm, healthy 
meal for two.

DIRECTIONS
•	 Cook	rice	or	rice	noodles	

according	to	package	
directions.	Set	aside.	

•	 Add	oil	to	heavy	saucepan	
over	medium	heat	and	cook	
shrimp	until	tender.	Remove	
shrimp,	season	with	salt	and	
pepper	and	set	aside.

•	 Add	garlic,	ginger	and	chili	
paste	to	the	pan	and	cook	for	
1-2	minutes.

•	 Pour	in	vegetable	stock	
and	allow	to	simmer	for	
5-7	minutes.

•	 Add	coconut	milk,	fish	sauce	
and	brown	sugar	and	simmer	
for	another	10	minutes.

•	 Finally,	add	shrimp	to	warm.

•	 To	serve,	pour	broth	over	rice	
or	rice	noodles	and	garnish	
with	cilantro,	lime	and	sliced	
radish.		OH

Get	more	recipes	at	ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

ThaiCoconutSoup.indd   1 1/2 pg 2017-08-24   3:42 PM

50 Howland Drive, Unit 2, Huntsville ON
705.784.0676   muskokalighting.com

 WAC | HINKLEY | KICHLER | SAVOYHOUSE and more!
See Our Website for Our Full List of Suppliers

Muskoka Lighting Company
is excited to introduce

Visual Comfort
to our line of brands.

Polished Nickel
Old White

Polished Nickel

Aged Iron
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1. IMAX WORLDWIDE HOME: Linen 
Oversized Pendant Light  2. KRAVET: 
Upholstery & Multi-Purpose Fabrics with 
Botanical Patterns 3. NAPOLEON: Ascent 
Multi-View Gas Fireplace – Peninsula 
Model  4. LENOX: French Perle Crystal 
All-Purpose Glasses  5. LENOX: French 
Perle Bead White Dinnerware  6. IMAX 
WORLDWIDE HOME: Esteri Banana Leaf 
Trays  7. SAFAVIEH: Hooper Indoor-
Outdoor Stacking Armchair in Black & 
White  8. MAGNUSSEN HOME: Bellamy 
Rectangular Dining Table  9. BERMEX: 
Solid Birch Bench in Black Stain  OH

Recreate this look in your own home.

1

2

Bohemian
GATHERING

A comfy, custom 
upholstered sofa 
or slipcover in a 
colourful botanical 
pattern adds an 
unexpected touch.

Books on display help create a 
world ly look with a colourful pop.

3

4
5

6

7

9

8
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BohemianGathering.indd   2 2017-09-20   10:28 AM

twoheyhome
FURNITURE | DESIGN

129 Alymer Street North Peterborough
705.748.9551

twoheyhome.com

newly renovated showroom

TwoHeyESUM16.indd   1 2016-05-06   5:21 PM
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Although Mark Wenn and Melanie Valentine’s charming new 
cottage on the shore of Horseshoe Lake is only months old, it 

echoes a wonderfully heart-warming history. 

STORY RICK SHURMAN   |   PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

EVERYTHING OLD 
Is Truly New Again

A history that speaks to 50 years of family gatherings, lazy summers, 
bracing winter snowmobile rides across frozen trails and so much more. 
Weekends dedicated to construction, reconstruction and renovation 
projects, generations of family members working side by side, creating a 
delightful setting that year after year renews their affection for this very 
special part of the north country.

Mark’s parents, Wally and Alice, first discovered Horseshoe Lake 
through Wally’s brother Roland in the early 60s. Its remote location, 
quiet bays and open spaces were all the reasons they needed. In 1968, 
Wally got together with Rocky Marshall, who owned a great deal of the 
lakefront and surrounding property on Horseshoe. The two sat down 
on a rock on the shoreline of the current cottage location, shook hands 

and cut the deal for the property on the back of a cigarette pack. Not 
exactly how it works today.

As small boys, Mark and his brother Craig assisted their dad, 
along with friends and neighbours, in building the first Wenn family 
cottage. No hydro, no road, no modern conveniences. Just hard work, 
tenacity and the creative use of anything they could find, recover, 
reclaim and repurpose – an ongoing project and labour of love 
that lasted years. 

Some 15 years ago, Melanie and Mark purchased the property. They 
managed to maintain the original handyman special for quite some 
time, with a little ingenuity, “spit and a prayer,” until a couple of years 
ago when it became obvious it was time to rebuild. 

Overlooking Horsehoe Lake, the new all-season, three-bedroom cottage 
replaces the original cottage built more than 50 years ago. OPPOSITE, 
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Granite seemingly spills toward the back 
porch. The dock leads to summer fun. Muskoka chairs encircle the lakeside 
fire pit. Mark with his Fair & Square handyman’s trailer. A great summer 
spot for morning coffee. A shiny bucket catches bottle tops.

Continued on page 85

C ottage owners 
Melanie Valentine 
and Mark Wenn 
take a wel l-earned 
break on the dock.
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Stained hemlock from IKEA tops the kitchen 
island and counters. OPPOSITE TOP: A 
double farmhouse sink, shaker-style cabinets 
and open shelving lend the kitchen a clean, 
efficient look. RIGHT: Multi-coloured coat 
hooks service the wall cabinets that Mark 
built just inside the back door.

Melanie scoured magazines, attended 
cottage shows, researched websites and 
eventually found a building plan they both 
loved – a modern take on a traditional lakeside 
retreat with a respectful nod to the property’s 
family history. Simple, but elegant, open and 
functional with just the right amount of space 
to keep it cosy when friends and family get 
together. As it always was.

They approached Kris Smith, an 
architectural designer at RONA Building 
Centre Parry Sound, who finessed the basic 
plan to meet their specifications. Delighted 
with the result, they ultimately chose a general 
contractor to bring their finished plans to 
life. It was Melanie and Mark’s desire to be 
fully engaged in the building process, to have 
input and a moderate amount of control over 
the sub-trades and materials and products 
employed in the construct. 

They met and were suitably impressed by 
Toby Scott, from Scott Custom Building, 
a young, enthusiastic individual. “He was 
attentive and appreciative of our vision and 
our need for involvement,” says Mark. “It was 
the perfect match. Toby was conscientious, 
pleasant and accommodating. He went out of 
his way to send us pictures every day to show 
us the progress when we were not around to 
see it in person.” 

Red Canoe Interiors 
supplied the brackets used 
throughout the kitchen.

Continued on page 86
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P ine, original ly 
salvaged from 
shipping pal lets, was 
used to create this 
dinner table.

Melanie and Mark did most of the sourcing of materials and fixtures. 
Toby was more than easy-going about it. “He met our every expectation 
and delivered fantastic taste and quality every step of the way,” says 
Melanie. “We were so pleased with all of his choices.” She acted as 
project manager, as far as design and finishes were concerned. Both she 
and Mark come from the world of management and human resources 
and although they were keenly involved in the project, they were 
measured in their approach to ensure that the various trades felt a sense 

of autonomy and inclusion. The result is absolutely picture perfect.
The interior is relaxed with flowing, uncomplicated textures, from the 

vaulted great room ceiling, finished in V-groove pine and illuminated with 
lighting by Northern Iron, to the open shelving, wall units and lovely rustic 
details. The exterior offers traditional, clean lines of deep blue-grey wood 
siding, bordered with black window frames and eaves. This cottage is both 
a tip of the hat to the historic architectural style of the area and an excellent 
reflection of what can be done today with the latest building materials.

LEFT: Northern Iron forged the 
unique lamps and chandelier 
in the great room. OPPOSITE: 
Stoneworks Masonry built the 
wood burning fireplace. 

Continued on page 89
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SOURCE GUIDE
Accurate Drywall Muskoka Parry 

Sound • Barrie Trim & Mouldings Inc. 

• Bay Area Electrical Co. Ltd. • Billy 

Watkinson • Comfort Zone Heating 

Service • Fair & Square Handyman 

Services • Fireplace & Leisure Centre 

• HillTop Interiors • Huckleberry’s 

• Northern Iron • Prime Painting 

• Red Canoe Interiors • Rest Assured 

Construction • RONA Building Centre 

Parry Sound • Scott Custom Building 

• Stoneworks Masonry

“Bay Area Electrical Co. Ltd. of 
Parry Sound offered excellent advice and 
did a fantastic job on the wiring, lighting 
and all the plumbing installation,” says 
Mark. Heating and HVAC were expertly 
supplied by Comfort Zone Heating 
Service. Kitchen cabinetry was purchased 
through Direct Buy from KitchenCraft 
Cabinetry and is exactly what was needed 
for a simple, airy profile, delightfully 
complemented by butcher-block hemlock 
countertops from Ikea.

Melanie and Mark chose a strong, 
wear-resistant, laminate flooring, in a 
weathered pattern, that reflects the relaxed 
feel throughout the cottage. Northern Iron 

furnished lighting for the great room and 
dining area to accentuate its rustic elegance. 

“We sourced the stone for the fireplace 
ourselves and Stoneworks Masonry did 
an amazing installation for us and executed 
it exactly as we had asked,” says Melanie. 
Trim, mouldings and doors were supplied 
by Barrie Trim & Mouldings Inc. to 
further the easy-going design elements. 

Additional cabinetry and shelving 
throughout the cottage was handled by 
Mark himself, a carpenter and craftsman 
at heart who operates Fair & Square 
Handyman Services. He also takes credit 
for a handsomely crafted, rough-hewn 
styled bed-frame in the master bedroom.

ABOVE: Built in the 
1940s, a treasured 
blanket box serves 
double duty as a 
coffee table in the 
sun room. RIGHT: 
A kitchen table that 
belonged to Melanie’s 
grandmother and 
survived a house fire, 
complements the 
family heritage in 
the sun room.

LEFT: Holly, the family’s 13-year-old Wheaton 
terrier, rests in the master bedroom where a 
nearby door leads to a private deck overlooking 
the lake. BELOW: Bedroom cabinetry mirrors the 
clean, simple style of the new home. BOTTOM: 
A hall closet contains a compact washer and 
laundry dryer.

Continued on page 92
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In the all-white 
bathroom, tiles that 
look like barn board 
cover the floor and 
sheath the walls of 
the shower stall.

PARRY SOUND, MUSKOKA
AND GEORGIAN BAY

NEW CONSTRUCTION  |  ADDITIONS
RENOVATIONS  |  FRAMING  |  FINISHING

705.774.6272
toby@scottcustombuilding.com

scottcustombuilding.com

• COMPLETE NEW HOME Wiring & Plumbing
• Telephone & Cable Wiring
• Radiant In-Floor Heating
• Service & Repair Work
• Generator Systems
• Panel Upgrades

SEASONAL 
RESIDENTS!
We will winterize

and summerize your 
water systems.

Visit our Showroom
Mon-Fri. 8am-5pm
Sat. 8.30am-4pm

89 Joseph St., Parry Sound

(705) 746-5877
Fax (705) 746-1469

ALSO YOUR

Plumbing and Electrical
Bay Area Electrical
ECRA/ESA 7003104

Complete Bathroom
Renovation Centre
Why just take a bath  
when you can enjoy  
your own private spa

UV Water Filter Systems
for Home & Cottage

Canadian Manufacturer of Artisan Lighting, 
Furniture and Metal Art

705.735.4414
740 Huronia Rd. Unit 8, Barrie, ON L4N 6C6

northerniron@bellnet.ca | www.northerniron.ca

Helping you love where you live.

Delivery with a smile to Parry Sound & Muskoka.
BUILT IN PARRY SOUND

1.888.464.7596 • bill@psrona.com
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Finally, Rob Moore of Rest Assured Construction was 
responsible for the landscaping. “He did an outstanding job of keeping 
it natural, yet functional and made sure the installation looked and 
felt indigenous to the property,” says Mark. From the crushed granite 
ground cover, to the quarried stone bordering the cottage, the fire pit 
and sitting area, it looks and feels like it has been there from the very 
beginning. “It all goes with the flow,” Mark says. 

Many of the furnishings that so tastefully support the overall 
design of this exquisite getaway were found at Red Canoe Interiors, 
Huckleberry’s and HillTop Interiors. 

The dining room table, designed by Craig Laaksonen, has special 
meaning to Mark and Melanie. It’s made of pine that Mark’s father 
Wally salvaged from shipping pallets and brought to the cottage where 
Mark and Craig were tasked with pulling the nails and saving both 
the nails and boards for further use. A gathering place for friends and 
family, the table carries with it a touching piece of Wenn family history 
– a constant and very sweet remembrance of how it was back in the day 
and how this beautiful cottage has come to be.  OH

LEFT: A pocket 
door opens to the 
bathroom where 
open shelving 
provides lots of 
storage. FAR LEFT: 
A multi-media 
artist, Melanie 
stitched the bright 
red pillows for 
this guest room. 
BELOW: Melanie’s 
mother, Trudy 
Valentine, created 
the hand-hooked 
rugs that adorn 
the walls of this 
bedroom and the 
one next door.

705.725.6759

Structural & Decorative Masonry • Cultured Stone • Natural Stone
Residential Indoor & Outdoor Masonry • New Construction & Additions 

Outdoor Kitchens • Stone Veneers • Water Features & Ponds
Masonry Alterations & Repairs • Fireplaces & Pizza Ovens

Landscaping Patios

3 Manitoba St., Bracebridge
705-645-2810

www.cornercabinet.ca

Home & Garden Accents 
Metal Art - Pottery

Gifts For All Occasions
Unusual Artisan Pieces
from across Canada

705.765.5700 • 108 Maple Street, Port Carling
   brownsappliances@bellnet.ca •
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rustic PALLET PUMPKINS
STORY MATT BOWES

PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL
Using reclaimed pallet wood is the latest trend for easy DIY 
home projects. Grab your jigsaw, drill and paint to make these 
adorable pallet pumpkins for your outdoor fall décor.

TIP: Grab a few pallets from 
a local retailer for a low 
price or possibly for free. 
Ask the store owner when 
they receive their inventory 
shipment and offer to take 
the pallets away as soon as 
they’re empty.

Finishing_Touch_Pallet_Pumpkins.indd   2 2015-08-04   4:03 PM

Continued on page 96

Cedar Winds approaches home design and building from a unique perspective – yours.
705.457.3744

Proudly serving Haliburton County since 1998
www.TheBetterWayToBuild.com

www.raftersofmuskoka.com  |  705.767.3093

3 Dickie Street,
Baysville, Ontario

Book Your Design Consultation Now

RAFTER’S SALE ANNEX
2676 Highway 117, Baysville

NOW OPEN
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HOW-TO:
• Pry apart pallets and remove nails.

• Draw a pumpkin shape, any size you like, 
on a piece of plywood and cut it out with 
your jigsaw. This will be your template.

• Cut two small pieces of pallet wood for 
support backing and place them on the 
back of your plywood template. They 
should be slightly shorter than the height 
of your template. (see image 1)

• Lay uncut slats of pallet wood over the 
backing and template, about ¼ inch or so 
apart, covering the entire template. Nail 
or screw the slats to the backing (you’re 
not attaching the slats to the template). 
(See images 2 and 3)

• Remove template from under backing 
and slats, and place on top. Trace a pencil 
line around template. (see image 4)

• With your jigsaw, cut slats around pencil 
line. Now you have your pumpkin. 
(see image 5)

• Cut two identical triangles from some 
pallet wood and nail or screw them to 
each of the backing pieces. These will 
support your pumpkin so it can stand 
upright. (see image 6)

• Cut a piece of tree branch for the 
pumpkin’s stem.

• Drill a 5/16-inch hole, 1 inch deep, in 
the end of the branch as well as the top 
centre of your pumpkin. (see image 7)

• Cut a 2-inch piece of dowel and use it to 
join the stem to the top of your pumpkin. 
(see images 7 and 8)

• Now you can give your pumpkin a coat 
of paint. We’ve used Annie Sloan Chalk 
Paint in Barcelona Orange.

• Once the paint is dry, give it a quick sand 
to distress the edges and bring out the 
rough texture of the wood.

• Repeat these steps to make pumpkins of 
different shapes and sizes.

Now your pumpkins are ready for 
display on your porch, in your yard or even 
inside your home!  OH

MATERIALS:

Plywood

Pallets

Tree Branch (dead 
wood preferred)

Brad Nails or 
Screws

Paint

5/16-inch Dowel

TOOLS:

Pry Bar

Jigsaw

Brad Nailer

Drill

5/16-inch Drill Bit

Pencil

Paintbrush

Sandpaper (Coarse)

1

3

5

7

2

4

6

8

Finishing_Touch_Pallet_Pumpkins.indd   3 2015-08-04   4:03 PM

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

 RETAINING WALLS

LANDSCAPING

PRIVATE ROAD
CONSTRUCTION

705.732.1802
www.schlager.ca

FOUNDATION REPAIR

We Would Like To Hear From You!
705-378-1970

admin@northwindmechanical.ca
www.northwindmechanical.ca

GAS – OIL – PROPANE & HVAC We have been servicing the Parry Sound - 
Muskoka and surrounding areas for the last 
15 years. We are the Continental dealer, 
certified Viessmann advanced hydronic 
heating products, certified Roth tank 
installer, custom ductwork & gas piping.

SALES – SERVICE – INSTALLATION

Fire Tube Boiler
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 SOURCE IT  SOURCE ITTHE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN MUSKOKA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

SHEPPARD CONSTRUCTION 
– FOCUSED ON ONE 
PROJECT AT A TIME    
Sheppard Construction 
takes tremendous pride in 
fulfilling dreams by building 
fine cottages and boathouses 
that will stand the test of 
time – both structurally and 
aesthetically. 

Darcy Sheppard’s passion 
is obvious as he emphatically 
states that he and his team 
“are proud to produce the 
quality that once existed”. 

Sheppard Construction 
is one of a small handful of 
Muskoka/Parry Sound builders 
that use their own in-house 
tradespeople. The Sheppard 
team completes every detail 
of the project, “…right from 
the concrete footings to the 
paint on the walls, this is how 
we are able to produce the 
quality that we do, in such a 
reasonable amount of time.” 
says Darcy.

 At Sheppard Construction, 
their philosophy is to build a 
select few projects rather than 
as many as possible at one 
time. Because when focused 
on one project at a time, they 
are committed exclusively  
to the vision of each of  
their clients.
705.687.3302
darcy@muskokaconstruction.com
muskokaconstruction.com
(Please see ad on pg 71)

INCLINED ELEVATION INC.  
Since 2006, Inclined Elevation 
Inc. has transformed over 70 
difficult, sometimes unusable 
hillside properties into fully 
accessible, fully enjoyed 
residences. Their custom 
designed outdoor inclined 
elevators are the perfect 
solution to the many obstacles 
that property owners face 
living on hillside properties. 
As one of their clients put it, 
“with our inclined elevator all 
the disadvantages of owning a 
hillside property have become 
the advantages of owning a 
hillside property.” Lift owners 
can enjoy the special scenic 
beauty a hillside property 
provides with their family and 
friends, now and for years to 
come. Neighbours of another 
of their lift owners told Inclined 
Elevation that “Before the lift 
went in we would see them two 
or three weekends a year. Now 
the cottage is never empty.”

Owner and president 
Dr. John Weinstein and his 
team’s dedication to safety, 
quality, and reliability has 
made Inclined Elevation Inc. 
the trusted name in the lift 
building industry among both 
contractors and owners. In 
addition to standard features 
such as all welded steel tracks, 
redundant automatic safety 
systems, programmable lift 
controllers, and spacious cedar-
clad cars with in-car remotes, 
Inclined Elevation Inc. provides 
a comprehensive annual safety 
and maintenance program.
inclinedelevation.com
705.645.4567
renee@inclinedelevation.com
3-440 Ecclestone Dr, Bracebridge
(Please see ad on pg 27)

MUSKOKA WOOD FINISHING 
– NOW CELEBRATING OUR 
2ND YEAR IN MUSKOKA!
For over 22 years, we have built 
a reputation for commercial 
wood finishing with our parent 
company The Finishing Shop 
Inc. which offers on-site 
finishing and refinishing 
services to the restaurant, retail 
and hospitality industry in the 
GTA and Ontario.

After many visits and a 
love of everything Muskoka, 
we decided to branch out 
and to bring Muskoka Wood 
Finishing here to service 
residential, cottage and 
commercial clients.

We are able to produce 
the same commercial grade 
wood finishing and refinishing 
services for all of our clients 
here in Muskoka. We offer 
in-shop services as well as our 
specialty on-site services with 
no odour or mess. With our 
many years of experience, you 
can trust us with a quality, long 
lasting finish every time! 

We Offer Custom Stains, 
Specialty Finishes and 
Refinishing services for: Kitchen 
Cabinets & Bathroom Vanities; 
Furniture/Dining Room Sets/
Coffee Tables; Antique 
Furniture; Interior/Exterior 
Doors & Trim; Teak Patio 
Furniture; Restaurant/Hotel/
Office Furniture and more.

Love that piece of furniture 
or want to update your kitchen? 
We look forward to helping you 
create your next dream project 
with our custom finishes.
Contact us today for a free 
quote at 705.769.2222!
muskokawoodfinishing.com
(Please see ad on pg 107)

LOCKSIDE TRADING COMPANY  
– “A WAY OF LIFE” SINCE 1987
Fall has arrived at Lockside Trading 
Company! Now highlighting all 
new home décor, entertaining 
ideas, it’s where friends and 
family meet all year round.

Located in Young’s Point, in 
the heart of the Kawartha Lakes at 
Lock #27 where the Trent-Severn 
Waterway meets Highway 28, it 
is one of the most popular stops 
in cottage country, offering 7,000 
square feet of shopping. A multi-
award winning retailer, they are 
celebrating their 30th anniversary 
this year. And they now have a 
second location at 183 Highland 
Street in downtown Haliburton!

Both locations are in constant 
change offering a multitude of 
choice from home décor, unique 
indoor and outdoor lighting, great 
giftware, casual clothing, window 
treatments, floor coverings, and 
many lines of quality indoor and 
outdoor furniture specializing in 
North American made.

Lockside Trading Company 
offers a successful interior 
design service, encompassing 
everything for your home, 
cottage and commercial space. 
With their dedicated staff and 
quality products, they cater to 
customers on any budget, in any 
location, with any look and style. 
Lockside offers complimentary 
interior design when purchasing 
furniture from them. This service 
includes in-store and on-site 
consultations, room layouts, 
colour and fabric selections. 
lockside.com   
2805 River Ave, Young’s Point  
shop@lockside.com | 888.714.0484
183 Highland St, Haliburton 
haliburton@lockside.com 
705.457.5280
(Please see ad on pg 10)

QUAIL CONSTRUCTION 
Do you ever wish someone 
would just show up on time, 
give you creative ideas about 
how your property could 
become a masterpiece, get 
the job done right from start to 
finish and leave your property 
looking untouched? If your 
answer is yes, then Quail 
Construction is who you are 
looking for. 

With the utmost respect 
for nature and a creative eye 
for detail, the father and son 
duo at Quail Construction can 
transform your outdoor space 
into the natural retreat you 
have been searching for. 

The team focuses on the 
hardscape of your property, 
giving future landscapers a 
beautiful background to work 
with. Hardscapes include 
natural rock and Armour Stone 
retaining walls, waterfalls, 
natural rock gardens and 
entryways, waterfront 
reconstructions, playscapes 
and customized fire pits. 

If you’re looking for a 
property facelift and want 
someone who will be creative, 
reliable and hold themselves 
to the highest of standards, 
please call Quail Construction 
today to talk to a member of 
the team and share your ideas.
519.925.8561
Find us on Facebook!
quailconstruction.ca
(Please see ad on pg 51)

WINDOW QUILT MUSKOKA 
Our customers tell us “we have 
a beautiful view which we don’t 
want to cover up”. Common 
issues expressed include the 
need for light control when 
sunlight is blinding at certain 
times of the day or there is a 
glare on the TV; UV protection 
because the sun is fading 
furniture and flooring; a need for 
privacy; energy efficiency for 
both summer and winter; black-
out shades for sleeping at night; 
special applications for patio, 
sliding and french doors, angled 
and arched windows; power 
motorized systems for ease of 
operation.  

Window Quilt Muskoka 
has a solution for you! We 
carry and install an extensive 
line of sunscreens and roller 
shades, vinyl and wood shutters 
and the entire line of Hunter 
Douglas products including 
Duette® Honeycomb Shades & 
Vertiglide™, Silhouette® Window 
Shadings, Luminette® Privacy 
Sheers and Parkland® Wood 
Blinds.

For outdoor applications, top 
priorities include the need for 
weather and insect control and 
security. These concerns can be 
addressed using our executive 
screen systems, phantom screen 
doors and security shutters. 
Visit our showroom,  
by appointment, at  
102 Lindgren Rd W, Huntsville
or call to book a complimentary  
on-site home and cottage 
consultation: 705.789.1236
windowquiltmuskoka.com
(Please see ad on pg 51)

NEW MERCHANTS
ARRIVING SOON

70 King William St Huntsville
705 789 3889

huntsvilleplacemall@hotmail.com
huntsvilleplacemall.ca

It’s All At The Mall

Broker of Record/Owner
CREA, ASP

Serving
Powassan | Sturgeon Falls | Almaguin | Callander

and Restoule areas.

Specialize In
New Construction | Relocation | Condominiums 

Investments | Lake/Beach Property | Luxury Homes
 Vacation and Resorts

Business Opportunities and Rentals.

Making Realty Dreams a Reality

RE/MAX LEGEND
REAL ESTATE INC., Brokerage
1781 Cassells St, 2nd floor
North Bay, ON

Shannon Unger

705.493.7426

northbaypropertysales.com

 Always looking for Great Sales Representatives to join our Team
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Bal loon Whisk
Dubbed the balloon due to 
its shape, this is one of the 

most popular types of whisks. 
Amazingly, the balloon is made 

from eight or more flexible 
wires joined at the ends and 

attached to a handle. It comes 
in a number of sizes, from tiny 
to quite large. Wide uses for 
this type of whisk make it the 
most sought after for beating 

eggs, creating meringues 
and whipping cream into a 

thick delight.

SHOWN HERE
TOVOLO: Stainless Steel 11” Whip Whisk

French Whisk
This whisk is similar to the 

balloon, however its shape is 
longer and more cylindrical 

and the series of flexible 
wires overlap each other 

to then join together at the 
handle. Chefs prefer this 

tool for mixing sauces or for 
combining ingredients in a 
deeper pan to access the 

sides and edges. The flexible 
wires are preferred when 

cooking with liquids to create 
thicker sauces and custards. 

SHOWN HERE
BEST MANUFACTURERS, INC: 

10” French Whip with Red Wood Handle

Flat Whisk 
Also commonly called a roux 

whisk, used when cooking 
flour and fat to thicken 
sauces. There are fewer 
loops than you’d expect 

in a whisk, but they lie flat, 
rendering the orientation 

uniquely suited to stirring in 
shallow pans to create sauces 

and rid the creation of any 
unwanted lumps. 

SHOWN HERE
OXO: Good Grips Flat Whisk

STORY KIM MASIN

A whisk is a 
staple tool for 
any chef or 
baker, but which 
whisk is the 
right one for the 
task at hand?

The variations, shapes and 
uses are many. Our guide 
will fix the mix-ups so your 
sauce is thicker, your cream is 
creamier and your egg whites 
reach the thickest peaks.

The most popular 
material for a whisk is wire, 
however, there are wooden 
whisks and silicone-coated 
variations in different 
shapes and forms, each 
serving a specific function. 
Silicone-coated whisks are 
made of wire coated with 
heatproof silicone, perfect for 
non-stick pans. 

Whisk-y
BUSINESS

WhiskyBusiness.indd   2 2016-11-04   3:13 PM

Continued on page 102

www.simplycountryfurniture.ca
323 King St. Midland ON

705.526.7630

www.simplyhomefurnishings.com
900 King St. Unit B Midland ON

705.526.5678

Ashley Furniture • Décor-Rest • Magnussen • ELRAN

Ashley Furniture • Brentwood • Palliser • Superstyle

Two Great Reasons to Visit Mid land
We provide full delivery & set up!
Contact us for more information!

Open 7 Days A Week!

www.millerlawgroup.ca    4 Elm St. Huntsville  |  705.789.0400 

 ESTATE  ADMINISTRATION  |  WILLS & POWERS of ATTORNEY  |  BUSINESS LAW  

     REBEKAH DUNSMORE  B.A. (Hons.), J.D.          DEREK MILLER  B.A., LL.B.
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Spiral Whisk
This type of coil whisk with 
a slightly angled head is a 

bit of a luxury purchase, but 
was specifically designed to 
make constant contact in a 
pan or bowl to ensure even 

mixing and prevent scorching 
or lumps. This is the perfect 
tool for smooth vinaigrettes, 
or for incorporating liquids 

into a roux.

SHOWN HERE
RÖSLE: Spiral Whisk

Bal l Whisk
Fans of the ball whisk claim 
the lack of the typical whisk 

loops makes it easier to clean, 
and allows for quicker and 
better aeration. The quick 

aeration makes it a preferred 
choice for whipping egg 
whites into the ultimate 

meringue. Pastry chefs also 
use this to make elaborate 
spun-sugar decorations for 

dessert toppings.

SHOWN HERE
WMF: Flexi Whisk Profi Plus 27 cm

C oil Whisk
This type of whisk is 

characterized by its one 
single wire, which spirals into 
a round shape. Unlike other 

whisks, which are stirred 
around the bowl to aerate 
liquids, this type remains 

stationary in the bowl, and 
is pumped up and down. 
Not to confuse things, but 

sometimes this is also called 
a spiral whisk, too. Used to 

incorporate liquid ingredients, 
especially in a deep vessel.

SHOWN HERE
WMF: Twirl Whisk Profi Plus 25 cm

Dough Whisk
The strange triple-loop shape 
and strength of this whisk is 
best used to lightly blend 
mixtures like batters, fruit 
fillings and muffin batters 
without overworking the 

mixture or breaking down 
the fruit. It can also be used 
to bring together yeasted 
pizza dough without all of 

that sticky mess on a spoon or 
spatula.  OH

SHOWN HERE
HIC, HAROLD IMPORT CO.: 

Mrs. Anderson’s 12” Baking Dough Whisk

WhiskyBusiness.indd   3 2016-11-04   3:13 PM

You Can Take A Peek
Inside This Award Winner!

We create custom homes like The Green Woods every day because 
the perfect plan is a plan designed for you! It’s included in our
Total Log and Timber Frame Package.

To look inside The Green Woods and download the floor plan today, 
visit www.confederationloghomes.com/the-greenwoods
or call 1-877-Go-2-Logs (1-877-462-5647).

The Green Woods is the custom home that nearly 400,000
readers of the world’s premier log home magazine,
Log Home Living, voted among the “Best Homes of 2015”. 
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ONE 
TOUGH 
ANIMAL®

Bobcat of Parry Sound  |  SALES 705.773.3214  |  705.342.1717 RENTAL, SERVICE & PARTS  |  In the Parry Sound Industrial Park

www.bobcatofparrysound.com Bobcat®, the Bobcat logo and the colors of the Bobcat machine are registered trademarks of Bobcat Company in the United States and various other countries. 17-B209

For more than 50 years, Bobcat Company has designed compact equipment to help you take on whatever 
challenges come your way, efficiently and effectively. Built to deliver the performance, comfort and versatility 
required by the toughest jobs, so you’re free to take productivity to the max. Stop by or give us a call today.

FOR EVERY TOUGH JOB.

Authorized Bobcat Dealer P a r t s  • S e r v i c e  • S a l e s  • R e n t a l

BobcatMSUM17.indd   1 2017-06-05   2:41 PM

AIR PURIFICATION
Georgian Water and Air, 27

ANTIQUES
Harris Furniture & Antiques, 69

APPLIANCES
Brown’s Appliances, 93

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
JS Custom Builders, 75
LakeForest Construction 
	 & Renovations, 69
Normerica, 6

ART GALLERIES/STUDIOS
Northern Iron, 91

AUTOMOBILES
Subaru Canada, 8

BOATS & TRAILERS
The Iron Worker, 43

BUILDERS & NEW HOME 
DEVELOPMENT
1867 Confederation Log Homes, 103
Attainable Solutions Inc., 3
Bowman Custom Building, 43
Cedar Winds Design-Build, 95
Dion Construction, 99
JS Custom Builders, 75
LakeForest Construction 
	 & Renovations, 69
Linwood Custom Homes, 13
Normerica, 6
Quality Homes, 11
RAE-DIUS Construction Corporation, 107
Scott Custom Building, 91
Sheppard Construction, 71, 98
Tamarack North Ltd, 15

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Bobcat of Parry Sound – Bobcat, 105
Bobcat of Parry Sound – Husqvarna, 47
Kubota North, 53
Porch to Pier, 43
Quail Construction, 51, 98
Rockscape Design, 47
RONA, 91
Trans Canada Wood Products, 20
Windermere Garden Centre, 45

COUNTERTOPS GRANITE/STONE
Di Pietra Design, 31

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
HillTop Interiors, 17

OUTDOOR STRUCTURES
Porch to Pier, 43

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore, 9
RONA, 91

PEST CONTROL/EXTERMINATION
Environmental Pest Control, 93

PLUMBING
Bathworks, 41
Bay Area Electrical, 91
Ryman Plumbing and Electrical, 41

POOL TABLES/BILLIARDS
Pro Pool Table Services, 25

RAILINGS & GATES
Porch to Pier, 43

Elegant Solutions/Cambria, 56&57
Greensville Soapstone Company, 29
Stoneway Marble & Granite Inc., 14

DOCKS/FENCES/DECKS
Norstar Aluminum Products Ltd., 49
The Iron Worker, 43

ELECTRICAL
Bay Area Electrical, 91
Ryman Plumbing and Electrical, 41

ELEVATORS & LIFT SYSTEMS
Inclined Elevation, 27, 99

EXCAVATING/SITE PREP/SEPTIC
Schlager, 97

FINE WOODWORKING/CUSTOM 
FURNITURE/CARPENTRY
Mattresses of Muskoka, 14
Muskoka Wood Finishing, 99, 107
Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc., 4 
Wehrmann Furniture, 27

FIREPLACES & STOVES
Fireplace & Leisure Centre, 29
Fireplace King, 69
Iron Embers, 21
RONA, 91
Stûv, 5
The Fireplace Stop, 25

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM/MOLDINGS
Barrie Trim & Mouldings, 7
Cedar Laine Restoration, 69
Trans Canada Wood Products, 20

FURNITURE/HOME DÉCOR/ 
INTERIOR DESIGN/GIFTS
Harris Furniture & Antiques, 69
HillTop Interiors, 17
Lockside Trading Company, 10, 98
Mattresses of Muskoka, 14
My Favourite Things, 25
Rafters of Muskoka, 95
RONA, 91
Sassy Digs, 79
Simply Country, 101
Simply Home Furnishings, 101
The Corner Cabinet, 93
Twohey Home, 81
Urban Rustic Living/The Light House, 19
Wehrmann Furniture, 27

REAL ESTATE
Coldwell Banker Muskoka, 111
Forest Hill Real Estate Inc, Brokerage –  
	 Marc Thibodeau, 53 
Remax Legend Real Estate Inc. –  
	 Shannon Unger, 99
Sotheby’s International Realty 
	 Canada, 2

RECREATION
Bobcat of Parry Sound – Bobcat, 105
Bobcat of Parry Sound – Husqvarna, 47

RETAIL CENTRE – HOME 
IMPROVEMENT/DECOR CENTRE
Huntsville Place Mall, 99

ROOFING
Norstar Aluminum Products Ltd., 49

SIDING
Norstar Aluminum Products Ltd., 49

GARDENING/NURSERIES
Windermere Garden Centre, 45

HEATING & COOLING
Fireplace & Leisure Centre, 29
Fireplace King, 69
Northwind Mechanical, 97
The Fireplace Stop, 25

HOME IMPROVEMENT & 
WOODWORKING
Normerica, 6
RONA, 91

INSURANCE
Parry Sound Insurance Brokers Ltd., 12

KITCHEN AND BATH
AyA Kitchen Designs, 25
Bathworks, 41
Chervin Kitchen & Bath, 67
Elegant Solutions/Cambria, 56&57
Northern Living Kitchen & Bath/ 
	 Living Lighting, 109
Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath Inc., 4

LANDSCAPING, LAWN & GARDEN
Attainable Solutions Inc, 3
Quail Construction, 51, 98
Rockscape Design, 47
RONA, 91
Schlager, 97
Windermere Garden Centre, 45

LEGAL SERVICES
The Miller Law Group, 101

LIGHTING
HillTop Interiors, 17
Muskoka Lighting Company, 79
Northern Iron, 91
Northern Living Kitchen & Bath/ 
	 Living Lighting, 109
Urban Rustic Living/The Light House, 19

MASONRY
Muskoka Split Rock, 51
Stoneworks Masonry, 93

MATTRESSES
Mattresses of Muskoka, 14

METAL DESIGN
Northern Iron, 91

SUNROOMS
Porch to Pier, 43

WATER TREATMENT
Georgian Water and Air, 27

WELL DRILLING & BLASTING
F.C. Hammond Well Drilling Ltd., 93

WINDOW FASHIONS
HillTop Interiors,17
Window Quilt Muskoka, 51, 98

WINDOWS & DOORS
Barrie Trim & Mouldings, 7
Muskoka Window 
	 and Door Centre, 112

WOOD RESTORATION
Cedar Laine Restoration, 69

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/muskoka. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses below appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email kelly.hall@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705.349.1485.
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CRANBERRY BARS
white chocolate

BARS 
INGREDIENTS 

2 cups all-purpose flour 

2 cups brown sugar

2 large eggs 

1 cup butter, melted

2 tsp vanilla extract

½ tsp salt 

½ cup white 
chocolate, chopped

½ cup dried cranberries 
and a handful for garnish

DIRECTIONS 

•	 Preheat	oven	to	350ºF.	Line	a	
9-by-9-inch	baking	pan	with	
parchment	paper.

•	 In	a	large	mixing	bowl	and	
using	an	electric	mixer,	beat	
together	melted	butter	and	
brown	sugar	until	smooth.

•	 Add	eggs	and	vanilla	extract.	
Beat	until	smooth,	then	
slowly	add	flour	and	salt	and	
mix	well.	

•	 Add	white	chocolate	and	
cranberries	and,	on	low,	mix	
until	incorporated.

•	 Pour	batter	into	pan	and	
bake	for	20-25	minutes	until	
set	in	the	middle.	

•	 Remove	from	oven	and	let	
cool	on	rack.	

FROSTING
INGREDIENTS 

1 8-ounce package 
cream cheese

1 cup butter, softened 

2-3 cups icing sugar

1 tsp orange zest 

DIRECTIONS

•	 While	the	bars	are	baking,	
with	an	electric	mixer,	beat	
together	butter	and	cream	
cheese	until	fluffy.

•	 Add	icing	sugar	1	cup	
at	a	time	until	reaching	
desired	sweetness.	Stir	in	
orange	zest.	

•	 Top	cooled	bars	with	an	even	
layer	of	frosting	and	garnish	
with	extra	cranberries.		OH

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY JENELLE MCCULLOCH

THIS DESSERT STARTS WITH
A COOKIE-LIKE LAYER FILLED

WITH WHITE CHOCOLATE
CHUNKS AND CRANBERRIES

AND IS FINISHED WITH A FLUFFY
CREAM CHEESE FROSTING! 

Get	more	recipes	at	ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

WhiteChocolateCranberryBars.indd   DPS 2017-07-14   3:55 PM

Contact Us
About Your Next Project

705-769-2222
muskokawoodfinishing.com

Custom Staining | Specialty Finishes
Interior & Exterior Applications

WOOD FINISHING & REFINISHING SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • COTTAGE

Authorized retailers of:

705.637.0281
info@raediusconstruction.com

raediusconstruction.com

FULL DESIGN & BUILD SERVICES
New Construction - Renovations - Kitchens & Bathrooms 

Muskoka Rooms - Boathouses - Decks / Docks

SERVING ALL OF MUSKOKA
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TASK 
MASTERS

ADD SOME STYLE TO YOUR WORK SPACE OR 
READING NOOK  WITH A UNIQUE DESK LAMP.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

TaskMasters.indd   2 2017-07-14   3:45 PM

Continued on page 110

You Dream. . .
And leave the details to us

 

www.northernliving.ca

MODERN AMERICAN BLACKSMITHS

NorthernKitchensMSUM16.indd   1 2016-07-14   8:27 AM
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1. ROVE CONCEPTS: Wesley Table 
Lamp in White  2. PABLO DESIGNS: 
Lana Table Lamp in Plum/Grey  
3. STRUCTUBE: Element LED Table 
Lamp  4. ARTERIORS: Watson 
Desk Lamp  5. GUBI: Gräshoppa 
Table Lamp in Anthracite Grey  
6. PABLO DESIGNS: Brazo Table 
Lamp in Silver  7. PABLO DESIGNS: 
Giraffa in Copper  8. MERCANA: 
Saxton  9. PABLO DESIGNS: Clamp 
Mini in White Oak  10. RENWIL: 
Lethbridge  11. MERCANA: Azrou 
Table Lamp  12. RENWIL: Felix  
13. ARTERIORS: Huey Desk Lamp  
14. RENWIL: Dispatch Table Lamp  
15. ROVE CONCEPTS: Jude Table 
Lamp in Copper  OH

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

TaskMasters.indd   3 2017-07-14   3:45 PM

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

M U S K O K A  B R O K E R A G E

AT THE LOCKS • PORT CARLING  
705.765.1212 • CBMUSKOKA.COM 

THIS IS MUSKOKA.

THANKFUL.
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