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BUILDING YOUR DREAMS - ON YOUR LOT OR OURS, FROM YOUR PLAN OR OURS

‘ I\I 8 P R E D by a love for the outdoors, natural lakefront settings and
cottage living Bruce Campbell began Lakeside Landscaping

over two decades ago. Today, throughout Lake of Bays and the Muskoka area Bruce
?nd his talgnted team Coht|nue trahsformmglcllents outdoc?r I|Y|ng spaces. Each project L A K E S I D E Head office 705-385-2311 or 1-800-282-7763
is a reflection of our passion, planning, experience and dedication. 126 G

LANDSCAPING m reer Road, Port Sydney, POB 1L0

We share in our client’s pride of seeing their landscape vision realized! & SON LIMITED bui|d@frenchsfinehomes_ca

. . . . CONTRACTOR
If you’re looking for the best choice for your property, contact us today for 1541 Fox Point Rd., Dwight ON
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a complimentary consultation.
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editor’s note

e

The Downys
have settled into
anew bunkie
in our backyard.

A pair of downy
woodpeckers, they

built their tiny

trechouse in one of the

...in the right light.
J_E: side of our yard.
£ .5 ] ' [ first noticed the

maples that shade one

L L I, ey < 1‘3";- x A male - small, black and white, a red patch on his head - perched and
i ’ B i B - picking away at the dead limb of a tree high above our deck in April. He
- - seemed to be hunting for insects in the bark. When I saw him the next

Award-winning lighting systems: designed, installed & serviced. day, jabbing near the same spot, he impressed me as an industrious and
thorough forager.
: g

www.integralighting.com

0 Watching him for the third time, some days later, I saw him plunge
{05.385.3000

his entire head into a hole he’d bored into the tree. That seemed a little
strange. Below the tree, a growing array of wood shavings littered |
CASEY ORR our garden shed roof. Later, when I saw one of the birds completely

!
disappear into the growing tree cavity, it finally dawned on me. 1 : | - ‘ rF’.
They were nesting, i q A 3
They made a beautiful little home in the woods. The oval entrance, -
about the size of a toonie, is slightly camouflaged by nearby fungus.
PROPERTY It faces the sun and has a garden view. A curvy branch, perfect it
= ‘ —

MANAGEMENT for perching, extends just above the portal. The nest is about 10 ————— —
Home & Cottage metres off the ground, so I haver't seen inside. But I imagine it’s

finished with beak-carved and polished maple flooring, ceiling and

walls. Lots of wood.

According to bird books, downy woodpeckers usually lay a clutch CusTOoOM B UILDERS | Jamie Steele  705.773.8774 iamie@jseustombluilders.com
of four-or-five eggs, occasionally as many as six. Given the frenzied Nne. John Schmalz 705.773.3479 john@jscustombuilders.com

activity of our avian guests, this pair has successfully hatched a hungry

brood. Every few minutes, either the male or female alights on the dead
limb and plunges into the nest, a bill full of insects for the insatiable
nestlings. Moments later, the parent bird emerges and flies off. Its mate
arrives and in turn dives into the nest with another take-home order of
fresh bugs. Repeat. All day.

It’s the start of another fine summer in Muskoka.

Security Checks e Lawn & Garden Care

Winter Snow Removal ie Roofs & Decks... all your property needs! [ é
your property a}&@(e/ (aM(@l/

Serving the PARRY SOUND - MUSKOKA area
Ce" . 705.774.1 585 walterfranczyk@ourhomes.ca

www.orrspropertymanagement.com Follow us

Walter Franczyk, Managing Editor
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Toll Free: 1-888-464-7596

WINDOWS & DOORS 115 Bowes Street, Parry Sound Most Efficient

% RONA [ P —— :
v That Will Stand The Test of Time
% < O 5?::3:557406‘22: i\:( < RANDY 705.788.1054 ¢ rapdyblainconstruction.com
all: 705-746- ENERGYSTAR v "al B L A I N Huntsville ® Muskoka

CONSTRUCTION INC.

WINDOWS THAT MAKE PER

-y —

enersense >
ADVANCED WINDOW TECHNOLOGY Buy your Enersense windows today at:
RONA Parry Sound ; g -
Ostaco Windows & Doors created Enersense for the discerning homeowner. Combining the beauty of e ' [ . . & -
awood on the inside with the long lasting and maintenance free aspects of vinyl on the outside. With : . e =] |
Enersense, we pioneered ‘true triple pane’ glazing; At 1 38" overall thickness it offers the best energy . .
performance. This finely crafted window has been rated “Most Efficient” by Energy Star in 2015, New and Custom Construction | PI'O]ECt Management

surpassing the energy and structural performance of most traditional vinyl and wood windows. Renovat-ion & Expansion | Restorat-ions | F-in-ish MillWOfk
— y Doing it right - > B L
Enersense is available in over 20 standard colours or we can custom colour match — inside and g . g S " Oy

out. That's right, interior colours are now available! For those wood lovers, the Enersense interior is % N
available in three gorgeous wood species (cherry, oak or pine). @‘_ { Eurefive ] |

o ARRANT!
& MEETE

N
Trave\®

RONA is locally owned - serving OUR community for over 39 years!
Parry Sound Area - Pointe Au Baril - Mactier - Rosseau - Port Carling - Orrville - McKellar - Dunchurch - Whitestone - Carling



FREE SHOP AT
HOME OR COTTAGE

CONSULTATION FOR A FULL LINE OF
WINDOW BLINDS OR SHUTTERS

PHANTOM NKIMBEL

rebar ol | g e

Window Quilt HunterDouglas

Energy Efficient Duette
Honeycomb Shades

W, : b I
. . . from Hunter Douglas
£ .

Shading and Rain _ |

el
—3
Protection from “ s
OLS Canada : H E .

Pri

' r " Weatherand Insect Control
At aTouch of a Button

Manual and Motorized
Sunshades

“Muskoka’s Specialists”

in decorative, insulating
and specialty window shades

Window OQuilt weew

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
102 Lindgren Rd. West Unit 5, Huntsville
CALL JOHN OR ANN FOR AN APPOINTMENT

(705) 789-1236 or 1-800-561-1351
www.windowquiltmuskoka.com
wqblinds@windowquiltmuskoka.com

advice
STORY STEPHANIE REDMOND

AND QUIRKY

COLOUR COMBOS

Much like taste and smell, colour is subjective. VWhat

is aesthetically pleasing in one's surroundings may
seem dull and joyless to another. The good news is,
this year it seems that anything goes, with anything!
Green is definitely af the forefront. The weirder

the green the better, and you can pair it with just
about any colour. For 2015, it's back to nature with
greens, metals and a handcrafted feel.

parrow &Ball Introverted & Soft

|
pale Ponde I'm a pink lover, and Farrow &

Ball has it covered. Pink Ground

Farrow & Ball: is an amazing pastel tone that is
Pink Groun soothing yet somehow modern.
Farow & Ball The mood it sets will please
w 2 .
Teresa's Green the introverted decorators

with its gentle feel. They have
it paired this season with two
greens — Pale Powder and
Teresa’s Green. You get that
Easter egg, spumoni ice cream
vibe. This is classic and not
trendy. To modernize, hang a
mirror with faceted edges. This
subtle detail is all the rage but
worr't overpower the softness

of the backdrop.

Benjamin
Moore:
Caponata

Romantic & Daring

Ladore copper, but I prefer mine
aged with a patina, darkened
but not green. Copper was a
traditional background piece,
like old, too heavy pots hanging
above the stove. And for the

14 | ourhomes SUMMER 2015

Designer
Stephanie Redmond
shares her ideas.

country, what could be better? The copper trend, however, is shiny and

bright. I’s modern and urban. Paired with emerald green it is a definite

win. Add navy blue to accentuate this pairing. If you want to add alittle
coppetr to your existing palette, try this West Elm side table. It's simple,
stylish and looks right at home just about anywhere.

Modern & Refined e 4
I'm not quite ready to say goodbye to black forever, but ’
it’s time to add a little edge to our moody tones. Deep 4
aubergine is certainly a step in the right direction and cooked Y

is even better! Try Caponata from Benjamin Moore for a regal Q@
backdrop. It's lovely paired with brown or deep pink for a 4
serious and refined look. For a contemporary edge, throw

in a quirky green accessory like Martha Sturdy’s resin flower

bowl in granny smith apple. And for a little glamour, try these

beautiful aged-brass wall hooks that I found on Etsy. Their

clean lines highlight the brass and would be stunning on an &
aubergine backdrop.

Sophisticated & Fresh
Deep mahogany is another tone that will allow us to shift away

from black. This rich brown creates a stunning backdrop on a wall

or shelving unit. Simple pottery on a shelf disappears on a light
background, but a deeper tone allows you to see the lines of each piece.
Jewelry is a big inspiration in interior design this season. Take these
Lindsay Adelman wall sconces for instance. On a much smaller scale,
they would make a lovely pair of earrings! Add a hint of nature with
aleafy green through furniture, an area rug or a beautiful ivy plant.
Sometimes there is no substitute for the real thing,

I'm going out on a limb, but I think we've
become more daring in our decorating,
which is a good thing. It’s fun. Colour is
in, so dorrt be shy. Even the grey lovers are

adding a pop! o1

1. Mahogany Stool: BluDot 2. Brass Hook: Golden
Biscotti 3. Resin Bowl: Martha Sturdy 4. Wall Sconce:
Lindsay Adelman 5. Copper Side Table: West Elm

SUSTAINABLE BY NATURE.
CREATIVE BY DESIGN.

architects 705.746.5272 fad.ca

We're full service - start to finish, as licensed Architects, our collaborative
approach to the design and construction process makes us uniquely qualified to
help you realize your dreams. Visit us online or contact us to learn more about our
custom design process and our eco-friendly, turnkey dwelling packages.

architectural design = interior's & custom furniture = commercial = residential

i Living
== l_,IGHTING

Home
fo new
and
bright

ideas.

L
. .

NORTHERN LIVING

Parey Sound = Medkoke = Georglan Boy

L
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style picks

Give your doors &
trim that look of luxury.
T Only this can.

R

Radicchio e —— —

(#CC-32)
Guilford Green
(HC-116) ] Benjamin Moore

/Aura

(C‘g}’f (0

Thlranc

PHOTOGRAPHY WALTER FRANCZYK

KEEPING

CORDELL CARPET

Mosaic Tiles :

For added pop in your kitchen, use this unique &

| mosaic tile for a backsplash, border or accent. SATIN FINISH 1“_
It includes elements of recycled glass in various |

colours and patterns. Cordell offers a wide
selection of wall and floor tiles in glass, natural
stone, porcelain and mother of pearl in a variety of
shapes and sizes.

25 Hops Dr., Haliburton
705.457.2022 | cordellcarpet.ca

/
\

Explore your summer habitat for COLOUR ‘N LIGHT

Summer Hues
beaUty and Charm to enhance your Benjamin Moore is a new line of hues and finishes
; ; ; for a well-established store with a new name. ° °
Interior environment. Colour ‘N Light, formerly known as Para Paint V|Sit us tOday: Benjamln Moore®

Source and Living Lighting, also offers Para paint,
Sikkens decorative coatings and Sansin stains. Paint like no other.”
The store carries window coverings and an array 32 Gibson Street

of beautiful lamps and lighting by a variety of
manufacturers. Parry Sound, ON

. . D,
e 106746542 GRAY'’S
TWIG grayspaint.com PAINT & FLOORING

Lanterns

Bathe your dining room in soft candlelight with
these antiqued pine-and-glass table lanterns. In
its new downtown Bala location, Twig offers home
accents and finishing touches to enhance and add
charm to any living space. Baskets, hostess gifts,
tabletop linens, woollen throws and unique papier
maché sculptures are all here.

3137 Muskoka Hwy. 169, Bala
705.762.4812 | twigmuskoka.com  Continued on page 18

16 | ourhomes SUMMER 2015 this can and Paint




style picks

() MUSKOKA LEON'’S

Console Table

Sculpted by nature, every Natura Bebas
console table is unique. Crafted from
teak roots, they are striking, sturdy and
sculptural. They vary in size and shape
but stand about 30-inches high and
48-inches wide. Matching coffee tables
and end tables are also available.

67 Silverwood Dr., Huntsville

705.789.5589

6 Robert Dollar Dr., Bracebridge
705.645.2279 | muskokaleons.com

18 | ourhomes SUMMER 2015

(©) JESSICA VERGEER STUDIOS
GALLERY AND DRESS SHOP

Acrylic Painting

A windswept Georgian Bay scene,
painted in acrylic on wood, is one
example of Jessica Vergeer's fine

art at her pop-up studio. An artist

and fashion designer, she also

makes cute dresses and skirts, some
patterned with original images of local
landmarks. Handcrafted signs for the
home or cottage are also available.

5A Miller St., Parry Sound
705.996.1414 | jessicavergeer.com

() ARTS AT THE ALBION

Trivets and Coasters

Use them inside or outdoors, these
painted marble trivets and coasters by
Margo Gracey are practical, durable
and beautiful. Flowers in her English
garden engender the colourful
patterns. Margo's watercolour paintings
teem with vivid blooms, fruit and
occasionally vegetables.

100 Muskoka Rd. N., Gravenhurst

705.687.9165

Bramblewood Studio

1235 Sparrow Lake Route D., Kilworthy
705.689.0664 | bramblewoodstudio.com OH

YO

CELEBRATING

TAMARACK «
NORTH LTD

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS & BUILDERS OF FINE SEASONAL HOMES

25

YEARS

ATt

SN

MUSKOKA, GEORGIAN BAY &= LAKE OF BAYS

www.tamaracknorth.com 1.800.294.2271 705.765.1364

% Professional Engineers

Ontario

Visit our showroom - 114 Lindgren Rd., Huntsville

705.789.1120 | 888.789.1120
www.abcdoors.ca




Visible from miles away,
winter storms sweep
sheets of flittering snow
in translucent curtains
across Georgian Bay.

Summer waves swash the rocky shore
- a comforting resonance. Oaks, poplars and
maples paint the forest with fiery autumn
hues. “Ilove the bay, I love it in all seasons
of the year in all kinds of weather,” says the
owner of a unique Georgian Bay cottage.

“The islands and the rockiness of the bay
really appeal to me. Ilove the changes in the
topography. I love getting out in the kayak
and exploring.”

Shortly after they married, he and his wife
first experienced this niche of Lake Huron
more than 30 years ago. “We fell in love with
Georgian Bay and we’ve been coming back
ever since.” After many summer visits, they
decided to buy a place of their own. A natural
setting and a great view were essential. When
they found a log cabin with a sweeping vista
of the bay, Palestine, Rose and Parry Islands on
the horizon, they knew immediately it was the
spot for them. “It has a great view;” he says. “It
also has a very large, flat rock outcropping into
the bay which we liked because our kids were
young at that point and we thought it would
be a good place for them to get into the water
when they were swimming.”

Eventually, they and their three boys
outgrew the two-bedroom, seasonal cabin.
But renovating wouldm't provide the space
they wanted. Faced with a significant
financial investment just to keep the original
cottage liveable, they decided to build a
new summer home.  Continued on page 23

OPPOSITE: Designed by FAD Architects
of Parry Sound, this five-bedroom cottage
was built with wood and stone to blend
with the rugged Georgian Bay landscape.
TOP LEFT: Fore and aft shed roofs give the
building a unique and utilitarian appearance.
LEFT: Lots of windows flood natural light
into the family room where exposed beams
and whitewashed pine ceilings combine
with painted drywall for a contemporary
cottage look.

20 | ourhomes SUMMER 2015 o e iy - ourhomes SUMMER 2015 | 21




feature

ourhomes SUMMER 2015

They chose FAD Architects Matt and Brenda Ryan to design
a spare and modern lake house. At their third meeting, the architects
showed the couple preliminary renderings, many depicting a cottage
with a pitched roof. The last couple of drawings showed a shed roof,
slanting away from the bay. “A light went on for us. We liked this roof
style,” says the owner. There was an audible sigh of relief from Matt
and Brenda, who had been hoping their clients would prefer a shed roof
because that's what they favoured.

“We discovered at that stage that our tastes were pretty similar,” the
owner says. “We began to all realize that we could work together and
we could share ideas very readily without worrying about bumping up
against peoples’ taste barriers.”

Given the site topography, a gently sloping hill spilling into the bay,
the architects worked to create a series of steps from the home’s interior
to the outside. “We wanted the interior to blend with the exterior,” says
Matt. At the front, they designed a sheltered outdoor space, a private
stone courtyard, adjoining a glass-bordered wooden deck with the aura
of a floating dock. “When you're sitting on that deck, you really might
have that feeling of being right on top of the water,” says Matt.

He describes the cottage as modern rustic. “There are some modern
elements to it but we really wanted to bring some updated cottage
language toit,” he says. They spoke that language by combining drywall
and exposed slanting beams, supporting shiplapped whitewashed pine,
to create a two-tiered ceiling in the family room. Shiplapped pine clads
all the upper-floor ceilings and whitewashed birch trims the doors.
Outside, rafter tails protrude beneath the eaves and sturdy grey-
weathered beams brace the deck and pergola.  Continued on page 24

TOP LEFT: A wood-burning fireplace lends heat and ambience to the family room.
TOP RIGHT: Large windows with cushioned benches give the family room a wide
view of Georgian Bay islands and waves. LEFT: Martha Stewart Weston Persian
Grey cabinetry provides plenty of storage space throughout the home. OPPOSTE:
A kitchen island and dining bar with a built-in sink and dishwasher centres the
cookery. Living Lighting supplied the dining room chandelier.

ourhomes SUMMER 2015 | 23



Gibson Homes And Cottages Inc. built the 2,400 s ft. home
with large sweeping windows and sliding glass doors from Integrity
from Marvin Windows and Doors, giving the main floor living room,
open concept kitchen and dining room panoramic views of the bay
and upland forest. Long window benches, cushioned by Get Stuffed
Upholstery Etc., provide bright airy seating. “The place is light-
filled,” says the owner. “We have windows all over the place, as much
light and as big a view as possible.” Martha Stewart Weston Persian
Grey cupboards and drawers from Home Depot provide ample storage
beneath the window benches. The same cabinetry furnishes the
kitchen and dining space. Parry Sound Furniture supplied kitchen
appliances while dining room illumination came from Living Lighting.

On the top floor, the master bedroom with its en suite bath and
built-in wardrobes has a spectacular view at all times of the year. “In the
summer time, it feels a bit like youre in a treechouse, but in the fall and
winter, when the leaves are gone, you can see forever out our bedroom
windows.” A sliding glass door opens to a small glass-walled balcony
where the couple often enjoys a cup of coffee.  continued on page 26

24 | ourhomes SUMMER 2015

LEFT: The powder room, like three other
bathrooms, is finished with bamboo plywood
cabinetry and millwork by Scott Holm.
BELOW: A unique clock keeps time near

the foyer. BOTTOM: More windows and

soft northern light illuminate an upholstered
window bench in the upstairs hall.

DOING A
CLEANI
THIS SUMMER?

We now carry , safe an
that look good on'your countertop:.: e

Find us at the Town Dock | 14 Bay Street | Parry Sound

Box 223, McKellar ON P0G 1CO
Cell: 705-774-0700 Office: 705-389-3583
info@gibsonhomesandcottages.com
www.gibsonhomesandcottages.com
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SOURCE GUIDE

Georgian Bay Painting ® RONA Parry .
Sound ® Georgian Bay Glass ® Ardco E
Parry Sound ® Georgian Bay Glass ® :
Blitz Electric ® Plumb It :

Two other bedrooms on the top floor also
look over the water. On the ground level are
two guest rooms and a large family room
with a walkout to boulder-bordered gardens
at the front of the house. Three bathrooms
and a powder room are all furnished with
vanities, detailed bamboo millwork by Holm
Woodworking. Grey-stained white oak from
Northern Wide Plank overlays the radiant-
heated floors while a sturdy oak staircase links
the home’s three levels.

Engineered wood siding by KWP
NatureTech clads the exterior of the upper
floors while Berkshire Blend Tumbled Ashlar,
a stone veneer by Brock White Construction
Materials, protects the ground-floor exterior
walls. The home was assembled using built
square wall panels by Kent Trusses Ltd.

The family can now use their vacation
home year-round. It’s big enough that they can
entertain. They can stay in comfort and enjoy
the north country in all seasons. But their
ardor for summer remains unabated. “We’re
passionate swimmers,” says the owner. “We
swim as many days of the summer as we can.
We have a tradition, the first one up puts the
coffee on, we all go for a swim and then we sit
and dry off and have our coffee.” Life, he says,
is good on the bay. o4
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TOP LEFT: Bright blue tiles in
the en suite bathroom mirror
the water view. TOP RIGHT: A
glass-panelled balcony off the
master bedroom looks over the
stone courtyard, main-floor deck
and the bay. It's the perfect spot
for a morning cup of coffee. LEFT
& ABOVE: A whitewashed pine
ceiling and built-in wardrobes
give the master bedroom a
contemporary look with a touch
of traditional.

.

Explore Harris' for Canadian made furniture, unusual
repurposed furnishings, exceptional choice & value in
area rugs, lamps, antiques & original advertising signs.

ﬁo »

ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW, EVEN IF IT'S OLD

The best choice in town for economy & luxury
mattresses, colourful cozy quilts, linens & our

We Deliver T hand crafted log beds, bunk beds & more.

17 Parry Sound Dr. 705-746-5100 Toll Free 866-746-5100 www.harrisfurniture.ca sales@harrisfurniture.ca

25TH ANNIVERSARY

Estabilished 1990
UL

www.brentquarry.com

SERVING THE CONTRACTOR, COTTAGER & HOMEOWNER

Crush Granite/Sand/Topsoil/3-Mix Products
STONE SLINGER . Haulage « Road Grading Service
Site Development « Excavating « Rock Blasting

BOOM TRUCK SERVICES « MINI STORAGE

PORT CARLING | ROSSEAU | ULLSWATER | SPRUCEDALE

BRENT QUARRIES 705.765.6447
Brent Systems Limited (Excavating) 705.765.6448
www.brentquarry.com

e Custom Upholstery ¢ Indoor/Outdoor Cushions
e On-Site Minor Furniture Repairs

e Custom Headboards, Window Valances, Ottomans,
Throws and Slipcovers

40 Ahmic Street
in the Hamlet of Ahmic Harbour
705-746-0144
getstuffed.upholstery@gmail.com www.getstuffedupholstery.com
Follow us on Facebook
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KITCHEN & BATH 2

* Complete Project Management
W% Log, Timberframe & Conventional Log Sided

1.800.661.1628

info@truenorthloghomes.com

4 Bartlett Dr. Parry Sound
705.378.2284

www.chervin.ca

Follow True North on the following Social Media Outlets...
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www.truenorthloghomes.com




DREAM HOMES, IT’S WHAT WE DO...

Barge Service
giebas  Septic Beds ——
§ - Landscaping E
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GROVES < SORRSES
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Garbage Bin Delivery Serving N R ) S e 1 S
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Istand Clean-Up Georgian Bay
District k... _ L 1 [ IR
Salvage over 30 years ““m“' T
j = Towing
D 705-342-1228 (main)
R =nting 705-746-3122 (cell)
1 Tug Service craig@grovesmarine.com

F eaturing the works of Cdua'dmn Artists

inspired by the Haliburton Highlands L O G PY Tl M B E R F R A M E ® H Y B R l D

Original Canadian Art,
Always a sound investment
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shop spot

MIGHTY

MINDEN

STORY & PHOTOGRAPHY
WALTER FRANCZYK

g [4 (’/(Y)/( UP RIVER TRADING CO.

: Whales' tails in white resin and a polished
aluminum sailboat are but a few of the
unusual treasures found at this main street
shop where you can sip on an espresso

or iced tea while browsing an eclectic

collection of gifts and home décor.

A hardy little town in the Haliburton
woods, Minden thrives where the
Bobcaygeon Road crosses the Gull River.
Originally built as a settlement road for
pioneers of the 1800s, the Bobcaygeon
Road is the town’s main street and a hub
of summer pleasure and commerce. We
visited a few of the many busy shops along
this historic thoroughfare.

Oﬂx/MOLLY'S BISTRO BAKERY
Tickle your taste buds with toothsome treats
such as peanut butter blast, crunchy granola,
chewy date or maple walnut squares. Molly's
also bakes sugar cookies and sugar pies as
well as lasagna, moussaka and chicken, steak
and fresh fruit pies.

,:.;)

o floIme accends ‘

. SASSYDIGS v OULAOOL Jilryetlire
A Barcelona chair, finished in LIMBERLOST LTD.
tufted cowhide and chrome, Limberlost's full line of premium quality
makes a comfortable perch dock and patio furniture is designed to last
in any home of contemporary for generations. Handmade in Haliburton,
country living. The solid-cork : in knot-free western red cedar, dock
end table supports a Steven — © chairs are available in multiple sizes to
and Chris lamp trimmed in comfortably seat anyone.

stitched leather and chrome.

y(//‘(/(y/
MINDEN HOME
HARDWARE

Keep butterflies in your
garden all summer
long with this painted
metal wall hanging.

[/"/Z(Z((/i@’ RIVERVIEW FURNITURE
This pine dining table with matching hutch and bench,

Home Hardware
. " offers an assortment
handcrafted in Fenelon Falls, is just one example of .
of garden critters
fashioned in metal to

grace your horticultural

the fine custom furniture available at this Minden store.
Riverview also builds bedroom suites and living room

furniture in a variety of styles. )
exploits. oH
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WEATHERWALL “The Originator...not the Imitator”

Walker's T =

olutions

HEATING & COOLING SYSTEMS
Serving The Haliburton Highlands Since 1982

Warranties

.Propane - Oil - Electric
. Furnaces, Boilers, Hot Water Heaters, Fireplaces
.Heat Pumps & Air Conditioners

.Floor Warming Systems

e e
ST,

. Geothermal Systems

.Duct Design & Installations !-; lLJ || | ‘
. Residential & Commercial I Tt A
. Free On-site Estimates -

.24 Hour Emergency Service

Head Office & Showroom:
81 Mallard Road, Haliburton  ¢XJNYe)R=le} ]

liburton County

www.walkershvac.com FIREPLACE SHOWROOM it

www.hchba.ca

= Ny
S

Parry Sound Furniture is
PARRY SOUND a family business locally
/ owned and operated
FURNITURE § since 1985,

Our store offers a
complete line of:

e APPLIANCES
e FURNITURE
e BEDDING

for full time and seasonal
residents.

ily!
Fun for the whole family! ST BOBBY ORR HALL OF FAME

. . ., .
Play virtual goalie games, Playstation’s 2 Bay Street, Parry Sound, ON P2A 153 .
NHL ‘15, bubble hockey, and more! www.bobbyorrhalloffame.com 877-746-4466 PRICE MATCH |
- -fﬂ! - ﬂ.‘ﬂ" My b uied wi Il':_-‘\.iJIII. i-.-l-.lu.::-:lcr.[ll:. .|!": r...-n y Admisisons. WRRMITEE!
Explore the career and life of Bobby Orr. Expires December 31, 2016,

Housed within the Charles W. Stockey
Centre on beautiful Georgian Bay.

2 Bay Street Parry Sound, ON P2A 1S3

877-746-4466 www.bobbyorrhalloffame.com iy AR ; | i \: W N

AR EES

= - — N Ty,

705.746.8792
5 Mall Drive, Parry Sound
parrysoundfurniture.ca




ON LAKE OF BAYS
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STORY WALTER FRANCZYK
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

Rob and Jennifer Anderson hadn’t
planned on building a cottage. They
wanted to buy one.

When they found a waterfront property, a wooded peninsula
with 520 feet of sunny shoreline on a sheltered Lake of Bays cove,
they knew the old cottage it held was too small for their family.
But, beguiled by the charm of the place, they bought it. “It’s such
a great spot,” says Rob. “It’s tough to find a building lot that
is so beautiful.”

“We couldn't let it go,” says Jennifer. “I could tell from the
look on my husband’s face that he loved this piece of land.”

Donna Freberg, a broker with Royal LePage Lakes of
Muskoka, found the property for the Andersons.

Jennifer and Rob had long dreamed of owning a cottage.

For years, they vacationed at their friends’ cottage. That

annual week-long visit kept their urge to purchase at bay. But
when their friends’ cottage was sold, they missed the summer
experience. “One summer without any visit to a cottage felt like a
big gap in our lives,” says Jennifer.

Lake of Bays is a nostalgic place for Rob, who summered
there as a teenager. His aunt and uncle retired to a home on
Lake of Bays where Rob and Jennifer bring their children
Megan, Shannon and James every summer to an annual family
reunion. The reunion is called the Hockin-Anderson Olympics,

a three-day regatta with their six visiting cousins. “It’s a lot of
fun, alot of excitement,” says Jennifer, who grew to love the area
while staying at a girlfriend’s chalet in Huntsville. “It’s such a big
beautiful lake.”

Buying the one-and-a-half-acre Lake of Bays property shrank
the family’s cottage budget, so they needed an economical way
of building a new vacation home with enough square footage for
their active family. “We wanted a great space to entertain family
and friends,” says Jennifer. They started looking at pre-fabricated
homes. “It was really important that we could get into a situation
where we could control the total price tag with no surprises.”

Continued on page 38
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home & builder

When they walked into the Royal Homes
model home in Gravenhurst, the layout, the
look and the quality impressed them. They
researched the company’s reputation. Once
Royal explained the sales and design phase,
they were sold.

The cottage design was collaborative,
taking into account Rob and Jennifer’s
specific needs and using some of the features
of Royal’s Lakeview model, says Royal Homes
president Pieter Venema. “The Andersons’
lot was perfect for a basement walkout,
which provides sunlight and greater access
to the basement, making the basement space
fantastic for additional living space,” he says.
The couple asked Royal to change the two-
storey design of its Lakeview model to a full
bungalow version to accommodate family and
guests on the same level, he explains.

Royal constructed the 3,000 sq. ft.
five-bedroom cottage indoors at its factory in
Wingham. Once the building modules were
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finished, they were loaded on flatbed trailers
and hauled to the building site, excavated by
Barnhart Sand & Gravel Inc. Starting at 8
am. on delivery day, Rob and Jennifer watched
a big crane carefully place each module on the
foundation. By late afternoon, they could walk
through their cottage.

They applaud Royals site supervisor
Peter Jennings, who kept them abreast
of progress as building crews finished the
building. “He was a rock star. He was truly
amazing,” says Jennifer. “He really knew his
stuff.” Royal built and finished the entire
project within eight months. Sunrise Tree
Service helped clear the building site
while Pipefusion Services Inc. supplied
floating Nydock docks.

The cottage’s main floor holds the kitchen
and adjacent dining room alongside a spacious
great room with a stone fireplace and sliding
glass doors that open to a wide deck overlooking
the lake. The master bedroom with its en suite

Continued on page 40

.
k'e':by Cabana Coast provides comfy seating in the Muskoka room where
‘eep the bugs out while allowing cooling summer breezes to waft
ne gflipgs and half walls encircle the space. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Large

v ﬂ] thella ide of the cottage bring the outdoors inside in all seasons.
guetin-groove pine covers the ceiling. TOP RIGHT: Iron chandeliers, custom
tHouse Design Centre, illuminate the dining space where chairs, upholstered
ntage leather, surround a hemlock barn-board table. BOTTOM: Stools with

LIFES
ETTER
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home & builder

TOP: Queen-over-queen pine bunk beds,
trimmed with a moose crossing theme,
furnish James's bedroom with enough
sleeping space for an entire family. MIDDLE:
White double bunkbeds, custom made to
sleep six, complement the coastal look of
the girls’ bedroom. ABOVE: Guest rooms,
upstairs and downstairs, offer quiet privacy.
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The only television at the
cottage resides above the
gas fireplace in the children’s
den on the ground floor.

drer's bedrooms, another guest room
and a large den for the youngsters. “We wanted
to have two separate living areas. One, we call it
the upstairs, the adult zone, and then there’s the

ne downstair: s Jennifer. The home
is designed for today, for later when the children
are teens, and eventually for grandchildren. “It

important for us to have the two different
spaces when the mosquitoes come out, and
everybody’s inside, so that youre not sitting on
top of each other.”
Jennifer asked Tary Roossien at Urban

Rustic Living to help her choose and collect

the new furnishings, linens and fixtures for
her summer home. They collaborated through
a series of meetings and emails. “It was just

bLth an cas) prouss ]cnmfcr says.

the cottage, Tary ancl her husbancl Ed went

in with their big truck of stuff and set up the
entire cottage,” Jennifer says. ‘I walked into
my brand new cottage. I had pictures hung on
the wall. T had throws on the couch. All the
beds were made. It was as if I was walking into
amodel home. I couldr’t believe it. I started to
cry,” she recalls. “The only things I brought of
my own were my dishes and towels, my kids
and husband. Everything else, she did. It just

made it super easy.”  Continued on page 42

CHECK OUT OUR NEW HOME,

WE BUILT IT FOR YOU.

175+ BATHROOMS, 200+ BEDROOMS, 125,000+ FT?
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It's beautiful, smart and the perfect place to start
designing your own custom home.

IT'S OUR NEW WEBSITE!

30+ tips, quides & helpful articles
50+ floor plans for inspiration
200+ design options

500+ images of customization ideas
6 Design Centres across Ontario
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home & builder

Since February, when the building
was finished and furnished, the Anderson
family has made weekend escapes from
their Newmarket home to their woodland
sanctuary. “There are times when we literally
sneak up for one night,” says Jennifer. “It’'s no
big deal, because door-to-door it’s one hour
and 45 minutes for us.”

During their first summer at this cottage,
they plan to boat, tube and waterski. They will
also host beach volleyball as one of the events
in the Hockin-Anderson Olympics.

It's vital to Rob that his children
experience the joys of life on the lake. “That
was huge for me,” he says. Waking up, sipping
coffee while reading, and looking out at
the lake is one of his favourite times of day
at the cottage.

Jennifer’s favourite space is the great
room, its soaring cathedral ceiling and
panoramic view. “It’s just trees and lake and
it's all around you.”

The Andersons bought their spot on Lake
of Bays from Joy Wilson, whose maiden name
is also Anderson. They've named their summer
retreat Anderson Again. ou
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URBAN RUSTIC
LIVING

15 Main Street West Hunstville 705.788.2612

LightHouse

DESIGN

CENTRE

ABOVE: The main-floor master
bedroom features a lake view
and a sliding glass door to

the exterior deck at the front
of the cottage. LEFT: In the
glass-fronted shower, shelves
are recessed into the grey-tiled
walls. Vinyl widow shutters are
from Home Depot.

SPECIALIZING IN DESIGN & DECOR SERVICES

FULL SHOWROOM: UNIQUE FURNISHING,
LIGHTING & DECOR ACCESSORIES

Visit us at: www.urbanrustic-living.com & www.thelighthousemuskoka.com



design ideas

;figl_e@fi.sv BRANDON BARRE
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ADDING GOLD TONES
TO YOUR KITCHEN

STORY YANIC SIMARD

With summer in the air, you're probably going to want to
soak up all the sunshine you can. But don't totally leave your
interior in the dark! This is the year to go for gold in your
kitchen, and bring a sense of timeless radiance to the room
that you can bask in all year round — UV free. Take some
inspiration from my own kitchen redesign, and mix a new
metal into your space for first-place results. Here's how:

Bold and Brassy PHOTO BY BRANDON BARRE
While warm metals, in general, are
seeing a huge resurgence, one humble material
in particular is worthy of its newfound time
in the spotlight: brass. To add a sunny metallic
tone that doesn't feel too opulent, brass is the

perfect understated option.

| first opted to add
brilliant brass handles to my cabinetry.
Switching out cabinet hardware is an easy
way to update a look, and moving from
silvery steel to a warm metal creates a
noticeable change instantly. Plus, research
has found that copper (a fundamental
element of brass) has antimicrobial
qualities, for a healthier kitchen along with
a beautiful design.
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Mix and Don’t Match

One reason people may be scared to

go golden in the kitchen is the cost of a total
overhaul. Fear not: even warm metallics
(especially balanced brass) are still very
neutral, so there’s no pressure to go all-in, even
with stainless-steel appliances on display. The
hot and cool essences will complement and
energize each other, so feel free to mix in a lot
or just a little.

can bring a
strong feeling of gold to a space even
without a hardware change. Look for
textural golden accents like the Talis
Hammered platter in my Yanic Simard
Selected collection, and repeat the
material in another zone (in a picture
frame, candleholder or cocktail
shaker) to make it feel integrated
throughout the room.

ON BARRE

A Big Splash
The future looks bright. A golden faucet
makes a big statement, but with long-term

potential. Brass has spent a few decades with
abad reputation, but this warm metal has
enjoyed centuries of appreciation, so you dor’t
have to worry about an investment in gold
growing old any time soon.

| upgraded to an
Aquabrass Quinoa faucet with a sleek
joystick control. While clean-lined
faucets are still not widely available in
golden finishes, many companies like
Aquabrass do offer special finish options
as a custom order. Alternately, try mixing
the ornate details of a traditional faucet
with contemporary cabinets and a sleek
stone counter to create an elegant
transitional style.

Golden Glow

Lights are a natural place to go gold,
as it suits and enhances the radiance they
provide, plus it always helps to add a new layer
of lighting in any space, especially in a kitchen
where balanced lighting is key to ease of work.

to bring
a touch of gold to the walls, and pendant
lights to bring some further golden
sparkle to your eyeline. Keep it current
and understated by choosing styles with
metallic bases and glass shades (like the
Lander Sconce from Crate and Barrel), for
a light and airy jewelry-like effect.
(PHOTO COURTESY OF CRATE AND BARREL)

Tying the Knot

Wrapping up a shiny new golden look
takes just a few finishing touches. Yellow
accents will pick up the natural sunny
undertones, so add a handful of blossoms,
or display a lemon-hued cookbook (or some
actual lemons).

will make gold pop,
so toss in a few pieces of blue-hued
dishware, or choose a navy cabinet
treatment (like my Benjamin Moore’s
2062-20 Gentleman’s Grey finish). |
contrasted my cabinet handles with
cut crystal knobs (which you can also
match from my Yanic Simard Selected
collection at YSSelected.com), for the
perfect mix! o

Get more design ideas at ourhomes.ca/mag/design
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Creative Solutions
for Your Home or Cottage

Rockscape
Design

YOUR NATURAL

(800) 691-9385
(705) 645-3162

cottagehill@sympaticoca cottagehill.ca

4025 Loop Rd., Harcourt 165 Highland St., Haliburton
705.448.9610 705.457.2277
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e > in the Heart of Muskoka
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EXGCAVATION

3 Dickie Street
Baysville, Ontario
705-767-3093
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Foundations ™ | = 1090 Main Street

Dorset, Ontario
705-766-2347
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info@johnbacherconstruction.com
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STORY WALTER FRANCZYK

A sunny southern exposure, breathtaking views and a sandy beach - alluring delights of
a summer home are easy to picture. “We all want the dream,” says realtor Caitlin Hill of
Royal LePage. But the joys of summer aren’t always available at a price buyers can atford.
“The reality is, that dream is $500,000 and you may only have $300,000, so you have to
give up something in your dream,” says Fred Aitken, a Royal LePage broker. “We can go
out and find the next best thing,” says Hill.

The Lakes of Muskoka realtors expect
another strong season of recreational
property sales in Ontario’s cottage country.

A healthy economy, rising employment and
low interest rates have buoyed the residential
housing market. Like a rising tide, it has
lifted recreational property sales to their
highest levels since the financial meltdown of
2008. With house values rising, some people
are leveraging equity gains in their urban
homes to buy cottages and summer homes

all over Ontario.

Typical cottage hunters want a woodland
retreat within a two-hour drive of home.
Ideally, they want a country house on the
water, with cathedral ceilings and windows
overlooking the lake - a property where
children can play safely, where they can swim,
launch a canoe, dock a boat or fish. With many
of the six million denizens of southern Ontario
cities eager for respite from summer heat and
suburban hubbub, demand for summer homes
is high, and so are the prices.

Royal LePage’s 2014 Recreational Property
Report estimates that cottages on Lake Erie
and Lake Huron, within an hour or two-hour
drive of London, ranged from $195,000 to
$2.4 million. In Muskoka, two hours north
of Toronto, typical waterfront cottages with
road access were selling from $525,000 to
$650,000. On larger Muskoka lakes, more than
100 waterfront cottages fetched between $1
million and $8 million.

There are comparative bargains. In
eastern Ontario, in the land of 1,000 islands,
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waterfront cottages with road access in

the Kingston area ranged from $185,000 to
$325,000. Waterfront properties accessible
only by boat cost $175,000 to $210,000 while
inland sites were $80,000 to $110,000.

In the Meaford and Collingwood areas, the
average price of a waterfront cottage with land
access was estimated at $345,000. A similar
property on the Bruce Peninsula ranged from
$250,000 to $400,000. In Haliburton, the price
averaged $350,000.

If you're lucky enough to live in northern
Ontario or are willing to drive several hours,
you can buy an affordable recreational
property and still have money for all the toys
to equip it. Up north, theyre usually called
camps, not cottages. On St. Joseph Island,

a 45-minute drive southeast of Sault Ste.
Marie, cottage owners can watch gigantic
lake freighters ply the St. Marys River from
waterfront properties that can be bought
for an average of $150,000. Inland camps run
about $100,000.

Near Sudbury, home of Science North,
Dynamic Earth and the Big Nickel, waterfront
camps and cottages average $190,000, while a
water access only site will run about $140,000
and an inland property $100,000 - a bargain
if youre willing to drive four hours from
Toronto. Similar prices can be found around
Lake Nipissing in the North Bay area.

The three things that most affect the price
of the cottage are the size of the lake, size of
the cottage and its condition. The proximity
of amenities, such as shopping, dining, a

movie theatre or golf, is also a factor. The
closer the amenities, the more a cottage might
cost. Cottages accessible only by boat are

less expensive as are those inland without
any waterfront.

Rob Serediuk, a salesman with Chestnut
Park Real Estate Ltd. Brokerage, estimates
that more than half the people he deals with
have considered renting their cottage when
they’re not using it to help cover expenses.
Cottage rental agencies can screen tenants
and handle all the administration for a fee.
Keeping a cottage, maintenance and repairs,
utilities and taxes will cost just as much as a
home in the city.

Many people are making more use of
their country homes than their parents did a
generation ago. The demand for year-round
road access and four-season liveability is hot.
With the proliferation of reliable Internet
service, four-day weekends at the cottage
are getting more popular. “People who are
working from their house are now working
from their cottage,” says Aitken.

More and more buyers view the cottage as
more than a summer home. Rob and Jennifer
Anderson of Newmarket designed their
cottage on Lake of Bays with their three young
children in mind. But they also planned years
ahead. “It will eventually be where Rob and I
will retire,” says Jennifer. “We would be there
half the time and hopefully somewhere warm
through the hard winter months, when we get
to that stage of our life.” on

ALGONQUIN PROJECTS

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM DESIGNED AND BUILT

HOMES & COTTAGES

.
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TiMBerR HOMES & COTTAGES

12621 HWY 35, MINDEN

1-888-842-3769

[

WWW.ALGONQUINPROJECTS.COM

A Division of R. Vaughan Services Inc. General Contractor

Functional
Decorative

Contemporary

Finely crafted ceramics for your

home, office or cottage decor

S/ou//’o, 3/»0/ & Events
Blackbird Pottery

LIKE US ON

FACEBOOK

RESTORING BEAUTY & VALUE
TO HOMES SINCE 1988

EXTERIOR RESTORATION
Log Homes, Wood Siding,
Decks, Fences,
Cob/Glass Blasting, Painting,
Staining, Pressure Washing

INTERIOR TRANSFORMATION
Sanding & Refinishing Floors,
Refurbishing Kitchen Cabinets,
Drwyall Repair & Painting,
Design & Custom Finishes

ISLAND ACCESS

705.644.4619

www.CedarLaineRestoration.com




cooking at home

how to GRILL the

PERFECT
STEAK

STORY ADRIENNE BROWN

Almost anyone can toss a burger on the
barbecue and be happy with how it’s cooked.
A steak? Not so simple. But with a little prep
and some know-how, it can be just as easy
to cook a succulent, juicy steak on the grill
as anything else.

Jamie Hussey, Executive Chef at Glen
Abbey Golf Club in Oakville, Ontario,
recommends strip loin or sirloin steaks for the
grill. “They have a better flavour, and they are
robust,” he says.

Ted Reader, the author of Gastro Grilling,
agrees but adds that he loves rib steak too.
“Ilike my steaks to be cut about one-and-
a-half to two-inches thick and weigh about
12 to 16 ounces each, depending on the cut.

A thicker steak will cook more evenly and
give you a little wiggle room in case you get
distracted,” he says.

?wfmm %ow %JcanLg

According to Reader, good quality steaks do
not need to be marinated or tenderized —
only if you want to add a certain flavour.

On the other hand, if you're using a tougher
cut, marinate it for at least a day before
grilling. Hussey recommends a base of red
wine, garlic and herbs — and always a ratio of
two-to-one for oil and vinegar.

Salt your steaks just before grilling. This will
give them a nice crust. This is the time to
season with herbs and garlic if you like, too.
Chef Hussey says chimichurri is his favourite
steak finisher of all time.

Bring your steaks to room temperature
before placing them on your barbecue.

Hit the il
Cook your steaks for a short time at a

high temperature. “Six hundred degrees
Fahrenheit or higher if you can,” says
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Reader. Leave your barbecue lid open and
resist the temptation to poke your steaks.

Never overfill your grill. Leave at least an
inch-and-a-half clearance around each
piece of meat.

Cook your steaks to your preferred doneness
(see our chart), and then let them rest for 10
minutes before serving, says Chef Hussey.
This prevents bleeding onto your plate.

Never cut your meat to check whether it's
cooked to your liking. “Cutting the steak
lets all the natural juices escape, leaving
you with a dry and tasteless piece of meat,”
says Reader.

DOV\'JC%F ot

Only turn and flip your steaks as
necessary. Reader suggests this
flip-and-rotate approach:

e Place steaks on a hot grill on a 45-degree
angle at 11 o'clock.

e Grill for two-to-five minutes to sear,
depending on the thickness and
doneness you want.

e Turn 45 degrees to 2 o'clock, cook for
another two-to-five minutes.

* Flip steaks and baste the grilled surface
with your favourite baste. Continue
to grill for two-to-five minutes on a
45-degree angle.

e Turn 45 degrees and cook for another
two-to-five minutes.

* Flip and baste again.

“Now you have that fancy steakhouse
diamond pattern!”

Two final pieces of advice from Chef Hussey:
“It's always better to undercook a steak than
to overcook a steak. And have fun! Buy the
best local products you can, have a couple
of beers and enjoy it!”

Pick JCL\@ Fahfaot %JC%‘L

Ted Reader's four rules for picking
the best beef:

1. Buy the best quality steak you can
afford: “Not all good top cuts (rib eye
or strip loin) are always tender. There are
many grades of meat.” Grade A is the
worst quality and AAA is the best.

. Dry aging: “The older a steak is, the

more tender it will be.” Many butchers
dry age beef themselves.

. Fat: "To put it simply, fat equals flavour.

Internal fat or marbling is what gives

a steak its succulence and juiciness.”
External fat will also add flavour, but can
be cut off after cooking.

. Find a good butcher: Nobody else will

be able to answer your questions better,
nor cater to all your steak needs. Learn
what you like and want and ask for it.

%o pﬂ) W% Y
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A meat thermometer is the
best way to test doneness.
Here's Ted Reader’s guide
to the steak rainbow:

Blue Rare: A blue rare steak is
quickly charred on the outside
and barely cooked on the inside.
For best results, bring the steak
to room temperature before
cooking. (130°F)

Rare: A rare steak has a cool red
centre. (130-140°F)

Medium-Rare: A medium-
rare steak has a warm red
centre. (140-145°F)

Medium: A medium steak has
a pink centre, and the juices are
clear. (145-150°F)

Medium-Well: A medium-well
steak has a hot pink centre, and
the juices are clear. (150-160°F)

Well-Done: A well-done steak
is grey throughout without any
trace of pink and the juices are
clear. (160-170°F)

Super Well Done: This steak
is weighted with a brick until
heavily charred on the outside
and without any trace of pink and
no juices inside. (170°F plus) o

www.brownsappliances.com

Fireplace & Leisure Centre

Serving Parry Sound Fireplaces & Woodstoves

& Muskoka for 22 Years (Gas, Wood & Pellet)

WETT Certified Staff Chimneys )
Fireplace Accessories
Beachcomber Hot Tubs

705.765.5700
108 Maple Street, Port Carling
brownsappliances(dbellnet.ca

Quality Barbecue Grills
Outdoor Kitchens

Hatteras Hammocks
Modulex Home Packages & Muskoka

APPLIANCES

Experience the warmth
of one of the
largest showrooms
in Parry Sound

1.888.334.8693 | 705.746.6800 | www.fplc.ca | 90 Oastler Park Drive, Seguin (Just south of Parry Sound)




WAYNE NEWBIGGING

Owner, Muskoka Rain Irrigation
and Lighting Systems

Why irrigate a lawn? Matched precipitation and regular
watering promotes a healthier lawn. A lot of people, when they
water their lawn with a hose, they'll get two hours of water over
here and 15 minutes over there. When we do a system, we try to
put equal amounts of water all over the lawn. Deeper watering
promotes healthier root growth. In the case of cottagers, who
arer’t here all the time, plants and flowers, especially annuals,
would die without regular watering.

What are the advantages of an automated system? You're
regularly watering. We have new smart controllers that take
weather into consideration. They’re looking at weather stations
all the time - monitoring the amount of rain. They’ll shut the
system off if we’ve had a certain amount of rain so we’re not
wasting water.

How long does it take to install irrigation? A typical system
would be a couple of days, depending on the size. Sprinkler
systems will last many years. — Continucd on page 54
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Grown since the Middle Ages, lawns are
one of summer’s most tactile pleasures.
Grass cultivation has become art and
science. A few local experts share their
advice about the green stuff.

BOB NAYLOR & JENNIFER DAVIES

Owners/Operators, Pratt’s Lawn Care & Landscapes

Why have a lawn? Three great reasons — aesthetics, environment and
fun. A lawn in any landscape looks luscious, is welcoming and provides
the longest-lasting green space from spring to fall. Grass cools the
environment, absorbs and deflects sound, reduces carbons and controls
erosion. Grass is soft and cool.

What's the best thing to do for your lawn? Top-dressing and
seeding. Even established lawns need good, organic soil replenished and
new germination. A thick, healthy lawn will choke out weeds and be
easier to maintain.

How do you prepare a lawn for winter? You can do more in the fall
to impact how your lawn will look than at any other time of the year.
Remove leaves and debris, de-thatch and over-seed. Get after the weeds
now and apply a good organic pre-emergent such as corn gluten meal

and fertilize.

& CONSTRUCTION
WELDING LTD.

STEEL DOCKS ¢ SEPTICS e EXCAVATION
DREDGING ¢ SHEET/PILE DRIVING
BARGING ¢ MARINE CONTRACTING

705-689-3101

2949 South Sparrow Lake Road Washago ON
info@tcconstructionwelding.com
tcconstructionwelding.com

_aaqggnwmmmwc

 Clean-up « Weekly Lawn | Mo.vvmg
'Detﬂ"ﬁtdﬁngmbram'?é"ﬁnatlon ‘

i Over.seﬂmgr
LﬂWN IRRIGATION AND .; ol "'*":,_ Palhtmgand Carperi‘try"

. Tree/ shrub pruning + Odd'ﬁb
sonal openings and clq'_sings

" LANDSCAPE LIGHTING ;
Sales, Service'a‘_nd._{_n_s_tallat'lon = e -

' Richlawn established in 1991 is one of Parry Sound
and areas oldest and most trusted property
managément/maint'enaﬁ'ce busjnpss'ps

- 705- 746-5727 o rlchlawn@cogeco ca
www. rlchlawn ca

S PLT K>
SERVING PARRY SOUND & MUSKOKA

The R of Monitoe_min

Come golf, dine, stay, enjoy

Join us for a unique northern golfing experience, The
Ridge, near Parry Sound. Hewn out of the Canadian
Shield it flows through rock, forest, and meadowland.
Dine on our lakeside patio or in our timber frame
clubhouse. Reminiscent of a Muskoka log cabin,
it features warm wood, cool stone and window
providing a glorious view of Manitouwabing Lake.

160 The Inn Road, McKellar | Toll Free: 1.877.789.9578
info@ridgeatmanitou.com | ridgeatmanitou.com

INFRARED

ZLE

s B

3 CAIRNS DRIVE,
HUNTSVILLE, ONTARIO

P.705.789.8067
F.705.789.5908

inFo@firep|aceking.com WWW.ﬁrep|CIce|(ing.com




people

COMPANY COMING
THIS SUMMER?

KAREN GODDARD
Owner, Water’s Edge Landscaping

How important is a lawn? It’s nice to step out on a lawn. Kids can play on
it, it's open and parents can see them. You can have a small patch of grass,
maybe 10-by-10 feet, with flowers all around it and it’s a little oasis.

What's best to keep a lawn alive and healthy? Seed. The more grass seed
you have germinating the more it chokes out weeds and youll have a nice,
lush lawn. Fertilizing and watering are essential.

At what times of year do you seed grass? You can seed anytime, but the
best times are spring and fall when natural rainfall germinates the seeds. You
can seed as late as September or October. We use an organic sun-and-shade

seed mix. It will grow almost everywhere in Muskoka.

ISLAND QUEEN CRUISE

EXPLORE - IMAGINE

STEACIE LACHANCE & ROB BLAIR
Owner/Operators, Weed Man Muskoka

How do you keep a lawn healthy? Watering, mowing and seeding are Handerafted Wood
cornerstones of a healthy lawn. Lawns need an hour of water every four-to- Aocrarted Yy ool o Do you have friends or relatives visiting the cottage this summer?
iy A Bring them aboard the Island Queen for a great captain’s-eye view of
Georgian Bay’s 30,000 Islands Biosphere Reserve! Two and three-hour
sightseeing cruises depart daily from the Town Dock in Parry Sound.

Contact us today for more information or to book your cruise.

seven days. Early morning watering is best. Mow with a razor-sharp blade
and maintain a grass height of two-and-a-half to three inches. In spring
and fall, over-seed thin and bare areas to repair and thicken your lawn.

Why eliminate weeds? Weeds are unsightly and if left unchecked WWW.ISLANDQUEENCRUISE.COM TOLL FREE 1.800.506.2628

can destroy a new lawn in three to four years. With regular weed

treatments and proper cultural practices weeds can be controlled.

Fertilizing throughout the growing season to keep your lawn strong is an

added defence.
What are the benefits of a healthy lawn? A healthy lawn adds value CO RD ELI-CARPET

ascte thdtn jast CRREE ...

to your home and boosts curb appeal. It provides a safe, relaxing place for d
your family to gather and play. Environmental benefits include reducing Your home and cottage floorin g centre.
noise and pollutants, filtering water and air, controlling runoff and erosion,

3

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF IN-STOCK
MATTRESSES IN MUSKOKA

and providing homes for beneficial insects and animals. « Browse Our
Hardwood
Showroom

« Engineered

BILL KILPATRICK

& Solid
Owner, Earth Elements Turf and Irrigation Specialists
Why have a lawn? Healthy lawns capture greenhouse gasses, dust and ’ ‘glﬂ :nPc:aSr::':ap ed

air-pollutants. Lawns purify water entering aquifers and surrounding lakes.
Root mass and soil microbes filter, capture and break down pollutants.

« Complimentary

In-Home Estimates
How do you grow good grass? The best way to improve lawn soils is to

add a minimum four-to-six inches of high-quality compost to the native soil. « Helpful
Till the soil and rake out well prior to seeding or sodding. Once the grass has & Knowledgeable
Advice/Staff

established, keep the lawn cut between three-and-four inches, aerate yearly,
over-seed and apply nutrients. Fescues and rye grasses out-compete weeds
and have better drought and shade tolerance.

« Professional

Installs 205.457.2022 Premier Supreme
25 Hops Drive, Beer Store Plaza, Haliburton by Marshall MattreSS®

cordellcarpet@bellnet.ca | www.cordellcarpet.ca 6 Monica Lane, Bracebridge

705.646.2557
/A Benjamin Moore M www.mattressesofmuskoka.com

Why irrigate? When it comes to watering your yard, you may be able to

save yourself some “green” without your lawn turning brown by using an
automatic irrigation system. If systems are correctly designed, installed and

maintained, they can keep your landscape looking lush with the least amount

of water. oH
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YOUR HOME
WITH

ourhomes.ca

€D Snap a photo of your
home or landscape
project this summer.

©) Upload to social media.

e Hashtag it
iz owL\omgm%L\om

@ we'll show your home

off on our website and
social media pages!

O 0 O

facebook.com/ pinterest.com/ twitter.com/
ourhomesmag ourhomesmag ourhomesmag

jesEmm Emas,

B T BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.  Monday to Friday 7am-5pm Follow Us @BarrieTrim « 9 €D &)

TRIM DOORS STAIRS RAILINGS 52 Saunders Road, Barrie | 705-739-2200 | 1-800-265-3465 | www.barrietrim.com

Bobcaygeon - i
5,000 SQ FT
Open Year M A K E T P L A C E @

ound Antiques o Exclusives e Repurposed Treasures

- —

o —— g s T
You’ll Never Guess What you’ll Find! '
Discover our world of Antiques...Stop n Shop for the :
unusual, whimsical, collectible, decor-able ...plus cabinets, furniture and so much more..

W@gﬁ www.bobcaygeonmarketplace.ca
- 54 Anne Street - north of the Trent-Severn bridge - west side of Hwy # 36
705.300.2196 Summer Hours: OPEN 7 days a week. Mon. to Sat. 10 -5 Sun.12-4.




OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

SCHLAGER
Schlager is a world class Construction, Design, and
Services Business. We create and care for essential assets of
your home and property and

have provided quality service

ﬁ since 1986. We do many jobs
K_\____;T*__é,f“i,‘.,, you'll encounter with a home
2 — or cottage project, including

: building decks, docks and

boat houses.

We build bush roads for property access and cottage
roads; construction and blasting for lot clearing and
structures; build bridges and install culverts.

We design and build a septic system that's right for you,
and offer extraction and replacement of all types of tanks
and holding containers, including septic, water and fuel. We
also install water lines and sprinkler systems.

If you have a home or cottage with foundation problems
we fix water issues, repair piers or raise the building and
install a new foundation.

Our landscape designers create stunning and majestic
rockscapes. Choose stonework from natural stone steps,
retaining walls, flagstone, interlocking stone, paved
or concrete. We complete your entire oasis with our
craftsmanship of patios and decks, steps and walkways
and then finish it off by expertly planting trees, shrubs,
perennials or annuals and decorative planters.

Delivering quality projects on time and within budget
is the cornerstone of Schlager’s reputation. We create
partnerships with our clients and work together to achieve
their goals for cost, schedule, and quality. We would love to
help you with your next project.

Visit us online at www.schlager.ca
Contact us by phone: 705.732.1802
or e-mail: schlager@vianet.ca
(Please see ad on page 67)

LIVING LIGHTING PARRY SOUND

Northern Living Kitchen and Bath Ltd. is proud to
announce a new addition to our family, Living Lighting Parry
Sound. Now located inside the Northern Living design centre.

LivingLIGHTING

We offer a wide
range of lighting
and fan products
to suit your home
or cottage style. From rustic cabin, to clean and modern,
to sparkly glam, you will certainly find fixtures to fit your
décor. Being a part of the Living Lighting brand allows us
to offer the largest selection and the best pricing. Bring in
your plans or ideas and we will be sure to brighten your day.
Living Lighting Parry Sound; where solutions come to light.
6 Designers Lane, Parry Sound

705.746.8686 * parrysound®@livinglighting.com
www.northernliving.ca/livinglighting

(Please see ad on page 15)
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INTEGRA LIGHTING

With a focus on creating stunningly beautiful, subtle and
efficient lighting systems, INTEGRA extends the use and enjoyment
of your property well into the evening. Going beyond simple
landscape lighting, James Solecki and his crew use a systems
based approach to lighting your property. James looks at every
component, both existing and new, and integrates them into one
seamless system that is glare free and |[FEGRTR T
environmentally sensitive. Views from
inside to out are enhanced, outdoor
living spaces are warm and inviting, and
your family and guests will feel safe and
secure throughout the seasons.

Thereis a lot more to a well-crafted,
high performance lighting system than the sum of its parts and
some labour. All too often, too much emphasis is placed on the
‘stuff’ and far too little on the more esoteric elements that result
in fantastic effect. The creativity, skill, knowledge and competency
of the designer is paramount to the finished product. At its height,
great lighting design is an art form, one that brings out the unique
and special character of your property.

INTEGRA Lighting has been designing, installing and
maintaining award winning lighting systems since 1999. With
over 500 projects completed thus far, you can count on INTEGRA
Lighting for all of your lighting needs. Residential and Commercial
Landscapes, Exteriors and Interiors — We light it all!
www.integralighting.com ¢ 705.385.3000 (Please sce ad on page 8)

BLACKBIRD POTTERY: NEW STUDIO LOCATION!!

Offering functional, decorative and contemporary ceramics
for your home and cottage.

Blackbird Pottery is designed and created by artist, April Gates,
whom after long and colourful travels, answered the call to study
ceramics. A love for image-making married a concern for function,
and Blackbird Pottery was born! It's been 12 years, and April's lofty
feet have been rooted in the pine-scented Highlands ever since.

This year, Blackbird Pottery celebrates a new and permanent
studio location at the historic Donald
Schoolhouse, just 5 minutes from the
village of Haliburton.

Working mainly in porcelain, pieces
are carefully hand crafted using wheel,
hand building and casting methods. With
an interest in personal mark making,
inspiration is pulled from rural life,
landscape and history. Reflection, nostalgia and place are
reoccurring themes throughout her work. Each piece is
decorated using various surface techniques applied by hand,
including print, mishima, resist and water-etching.

This new location marks exciting growth for Blackbird
Pottery, providing the space for expanded studio practice and
offerings, including ceramic workshops slated to begin this fall.

This summer, the studio will maintain limited business hours,
please check in advance or book a studio appointment.
www.blackbirdpottery.ca ® 705.457.4619 (Pleasc sce ad on page 49)

B liipes

Blackbird Pottery

directory

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to
market their products and services. Were making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/muskoka. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

ANTIQUES
BOBCAYGEON MARKETPLACE Pg57

APPLIANCES
BROWN'S APPLIANCES Pg51

ARBORIST/TREE SERVICE
BARTLETT TREE EXPERTS Pg61

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
FAD Pgl5
JS CUSTOM BUILDERS Pg9

ART GALLERIES/STUDIOS
BLACKBIRD POTTERY Pg49 58
ETHEL CURRY GALLERY Pg30,63

BUILDERS & NEW HOME
DEVELOPMENT

ALGONQUIN PROJECTS Pg49
ATTAINABLE SOLUTIONS INC Pg3
DISCOVERY DREAM HOMES Pg3]
FRENCH'S FINE HOMES Pg5

GIBSON HOMES & COTTAGES Pg25
JOHN BACHER CONSTRUCTION Pg46
JS CUSTOM BUILDERS Pg9
LINWOOD Pg67

RANDY BLAIN CONSTRUCTION PgI3
ROSE POINT CONTRACTING Pg6
ROYAL HOMES LTD. Pg4l

T&C CONSTRUCTION/WELDING LTD Pg53
TAMARACK NORTH Pg19

TRUE NORTH LOG HOMES Pg29

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
ROCKSCAPE DESIGN Pg47

DENTISTRY
PARRY SOUND FAMILY DENTISTRY Pg63

ELEVATORS & LIFT SYSTEMS
HIGHLANDS MEDICAL SUPPLIES Pg63

EXCAVATING/SITE PREP/SEPTIC
ROYWELL Pg63
SCHLAGER Pg58,67

FINE WOODWORKING/CUSTOM

FURNITURE/CARPENTRY

COTTAGE HILL FURNITURE &
CABINETS Pg46

FIREPLACES & STOVES
FIREPLACE & LEISURE CENTRE Pg51
FIREPLACE KING Pg53

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM/
MOULDINGS

BARRIE TRIM & MOULDINGS Pg57
CEDAR LAINE RESTORATION Pg49
CORDELL CARPET Pg55

GRAY'S PAINT & FLOORING rgl17

FOOD & DRINK/RESTAURANTS/
CATERING/DELI
THE RIDGE AT MANITOU Pg53

FURNITURE/HOME DECOR/
INTERIOR DESIGN/GIFTS
BOBCAYGEON MARKETPLACE Pg57
BUTTERNUT MERCANTILE

& COFFEE PARLOUR Pg61

HARRIS FINE FURNITURE Pg27
HUCKLEBERRY'S Pg25

LEON'S Pg68

MATTRESSES OF MUSKOKA Pg55
PARRY SOUND FURNITURE Pg35
RAFTERS OF MUSKOKA Pg47
SASSY DIGS Pg30

THE CORNER CABINET Pg63

THE OLD TIN SHED Pg65

URBAN RUSTIC LIVING/THE LIGHT HOUSE
Pg43

GARAGE DOORS
ABC DOORS Pg19

GIFTS/SOUVENIRS/CLOTHING

BUTTERNUT MERCANTILE
& COFFEE PARLOUR Pg6l

THE BOATHOUSE Pg6,25

GOLF COURSES

PARRY SOUND GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB
Pg63

THE RIDGE AT MANITOU P53

HEATING & COOLING
FIREPLACE & LEISURE CENTRE Pg51
FIREPLACE KING Pg53

WALKERS HEATING & COOLING SYSTEMS
Pg34

HOME IMPROVEMENT &
WOODWORKING

MARSHALL BLACK CUSTOM
CARPENTRY Pg65
ROSE POINT CONTRACTING Pg6

HOT TUBS/POOLS/SPAS
GEMINI POOLS Pg65

INSURANCE
PARRY SOUND INSURANCE
BROKERS LTD. Pgll

KITCHEN AND BATH
CHERVIN KITCHEN & BATH Pg28

COTTAGE HILL FURNITURE &
CABINETS Pg46
NORTHERN LIVING KITCHEN & BATH Pg7

LANDSCAPING, LAWN & GARDEN
ATTAINABLE SOLUTIONS INC Pg3
GEMINI POOLS Pg65

JOHN BACHER CONSTRUCTION Pg46

LAKESIDE LANDSCAPING Pg4,63
RICHLAWN Pg53

ROYWELL Pg63

SCHLAGER Pg58,67

WATER'S EDGE LANDSCAPING P32

LIGHTING
INTEGRA LIGHTING Pg8,58
LIVING LIGHTING Pg15,58

URBAN RUSTIC LIVING/THE LIGHT HOUSE
Pg43

MARINA
GROVES MARINE Pg30

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
HIGHLANDS MEDICAL SUPPLIES Pg63

PAINTING & DECORATING
GRAY'S PAINT & FLOORING Pgl17

PEST CONTROL/EXTERMINATION
ENVIRONMENTAL PEST CONTROL Pg63

PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
BAY AREA ELECTRICAL Pg65

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
ORR'S PROPERTY MANAGEMENT Pg8

RECREATION
ISLAND QUEEN CRUISE Pg 55,61

SAND & GRAVEL PRODUCTS
BRENT QUARRIES Pg27

SPECIAL EVENTS
BOBBY ORR HALL OF FAME Pg34

SUNROOMS
QUINN'S SUNROOMS Pg35

UPHOLSTERY
GET STUFFED UPHOLSTERY Pg27

VETERINARY
COTTAGE COUNTRY ANIMAL CLINIC Pg6l

WINDOW FASHIONS
WINDOW QUILT Pgl4

WINDOWS & DOORS

BARRIE TRIM & MOULDINGS Pg57
QUINN'S SUNROOMS Pg35

RONA Pg12

ROSS WINDOWS & DOORS Pg55

WOOD RESTORATION
CEDAR LAINE RESTORATION Pg49

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business
listed under more than one heading, please email mike murphy@ourhomes.ca or don butler@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home
Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 1.877.870.8313.
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decorating

STORY JENNIFER SCHLEICH

PURRFECT
DECOR SOLUTIONS ez

Food dishes crammed in kitchen corners, leashes hanging

haphazardly over benches, raggedy dog beds welcoming guests in the foyer, toys strewn
across the floor and kibble scattered under the kitchen table; these are facts of life pet owners

T DoGacROW: s

Dog Beds

BARTLETT.

DISCOVER WHY
WE'RE CALLED TREE EXPERTS.

learn to live with.

It doesirt have to be this way. Pets dor't have to equal clutter, and they certainly dor't have to We're Bartlett Tree Experts and we've been exceeding our customers’
expectations for over 100 years. No matter the size or scope of your
tree and shrub needs, our experts bring a rare mix of local service,
global resources and innovative tree care practices that makes your
landscape thrive. Trees add value to our homes and our lives.

And Bartlett adds value to your trees.

be incompatible with your décor. Seamlessly integrating your pets’ needs and accessories into

=R

your home is simple, and it can be done stylishly - we promise.

BITCH NEW YORK:
Zenhaus Dog Crate

BAREBIRCH: Rustic

EBIRCH: Come in and enjoy
Feeding Station

your favourite flavours.
Located in the
Island Queen Building
at the Parry Sound

BARTLETT
1/ TREE EXPERTS

SCIENTIFIC TREE CARE SINCE 1907

ISLAND QUEEN CRUISE
toWn dock EXPLORE - IMAGINE

MURPHY'S PAW DESIGN: For the life of your trees.

Andrea Calo Murphy Dog Bed

PRUNING FERTILIZATION PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT REMOVAL
CALL 877 BARTLETT 877.227.8538 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

WWW.ISLANDQUEENCRUISE.COM TOLL FREE 1.800.506.2628

Accessories You Have you considered solid wood end

Can't Live Without:

The luxury market has become saturated
with pet accessories, so there’s no excuse for
unsightly dog beds and dollar-store leashes.
Whether your home’s style is modernly
minimalist, industrial, coastal, country

chic or more traditional, you can find an
accessory that matches.

Fabric And Flooring:

Despite common opinion to the contrary,

tables that double as dog crates, or how
about a Murphy bed for your pet that folds
up into a shelf? Try a cat tree, which on first

MOBILE VETERINARY SERVICES

leather is a great option for furniture in a

pet-friendly house. It’s allergen resistant,

glance appears to be a corner shelf, or replace easy-to-clean and should resist normal wear

e nT’PERNu 1

MEREANTlhE  arleuy A

your living room console table with a sleek from most paws

alternative that cleverly conceals a litter box. If you prefer to go the fabric route, never 2

The options are as endless as your imagination. pick an open weave or textured fabric,
. . which will catch claws and allow hairs to
Design Your Home With
Furry Friends In Mind:

From the moment you start a build or

e Food dishes now come in migrate into the fibres. The best options

patterned ceramic. are tight-weave polyester fabrics. Fabric

« Climbing structures for the active kitty furniture should be vacuumed twice a week

can be works of art. to prevent the oils from your pet’s fur from

renovation you should consider every

customization that will streamline your life, penetrating the fabric.
pets included. From feeding and bathing to
storage, a good contractor will be able to offer  tips in mind: tight weaves and short nap will 1 o

go along way to eliminating headaches. The - * i

¢ Raised feeding stations are great

o . When considering carpet, keep the same
organization solutions.

e Avintage suitcase cat bed is a fun living

room addition awell-designed solution.

e Leather storage bins are stylish
hideaways for toys.

® Dog leash racks make great DIY projects
(check the OUR HOMES Pinterest board)

Hide The Clutter
In Plain Sight:

Even if you replace every pet accessory with a
stylish one, you will still have too much stuff.
Choosing items with multiple functions can
cut down on clutter.
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* Craft a built-in pet feeding station in the
kitchen or mudroom.

e Construct a dog shower in the
laundry room.

* Hide the pet bed in the space below the
kitchen island.

e Convert unused under-stair storage into a
mini dog bedroom.
¢ Install pocket door dog gates.

Plan for a second slide-out garbage
drawer in the kitchen: they make great
pet food storage.

Mohawk Group’s Lees brand of carpet tiles
come with a special pet warranty to protect
homeowners from stains.

Though hard-surfaced floors are more
popular, even the most durable hardwoods
won't withstand the wear and tear from your
pets. If you are set on hard-surfaced flooring,
consider tile, laminate and the newer vinyl
luxury products. ox

Get more design ideas at
ourhomes.ca/mag/design

Vintage Goods & Shabby Chic
Antiques & Country Home Decor

Rlade

foooman

N

T

1184 Kashagawigamog Lake Rd,
MINDEN (off Hwy21 in Ingoldsby)

705.935.0166
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: butternutmercantile.com

© Providing mobile veterinary services to companion animals?-:'f
in Muskoka-Parry Sound. For boat access cottagers,
= [et us meet you at the marina! :




MARKETPLACE

To order a listing in Marketplace, contact: DON BUTLER 416.529.0538 or 877.870.8313, don.butler@ourhomes.ca

green living
or MIKE MURPHY 705.774.9000 or 877.870.8313, mike.murphy@ourhomes.ca

Are Pests Invading Your Home Or Cottage?

ENVIRONMENTAL

pestcontrol
It's a wonderful time
of year, even if you
aren't able to get
away for a holiday.
Weekends are filled
with barbecues,
friends and family,
and evenings are
spent sitting under
the stars on the deck.

705.457.9687
94 Maple Avenue, Haliburton e www.theEthelCurryGallery.com

Ohe Corr?esr Cabinet

Home Décor; Gifts e3 More!

Home & Garden Accents
Handcrafted Pine

Gifts For All Occasions

ENTERTAINING

Working with Muskoka’s

NATURAL g R Al

3 Manitoba St., Bracebridge

Many of us will be entertaining outdoors.
Here are some tips to help make your
summer entertaining both environmentally
responsible and stylish:

THE TABLE

Avoid using plastic disposable cutlery and
plates. Try using your indoor cutlery, or glam it
up with your inherited sterling silver and best
dishes. If you don't have enough of one set, mix
and match for an eclectic look. If you need to
buy more dishes, grab some at your favourite
charity shop - the ultimate in recycling,

Another alternative is bamboo. The eco-
friendly dishes are inexpensive, reusable and
outdoor friendly, and they are from renewable
resources, or you can rent cutlery and plates.

If hiring a caterer, using your own dishes
and serving platters cuts out another level of
disposables and reduces cost.

Use tablecloths. If you dor't own any, buy
vintage at a consignment shop, thrift store
or flea market. Vintage linens, such as Irish
linen, will lend elegance to an outdoor meal,
and they are perfect for outdoor use. If you
ca't find vintage napkins, use hankies or cut a
tablecloth into napkin-size squares and hem,
or use with rough edges for a more rustic look.

Be creative when decorating the table. Use
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flowers out of your garden, from a market stall, HOW TO:

or branches in a tall vase for a striking display,
or try placing small terracotta pots filled with
herbs at each place setting,

Burn beeswax or soy candles, or better
yet, use LED candles, which are battery
operated and reusable.

THE MENU

As you begin to plan your menu, look for
ingredients that are currently in season. This
means you wor't need to purchase imported
goods that travel thousands of miles to

get to your table.

THE CLEAN UP

You've just enjoyed grilled chicken and steak.
As delicious as they were, now you're left
with loads of dishes and a sticky barbecue.
Residue can affect the cooking process of your
next grilled meal by sticking to your food and
changing the flavour. It can affect cooking
time too, but cleaning the grill thoroughly is
the way to deal with it. If you clean it right
away, then it’s easier. Believe it or not, there is
away to get it clean without noxious sprays.
Taking care of your grill means it will last

for many barbecues, and it will be a healthier
grill to cook on.

o Close the lid of
your barbecue, which will allow the
temperature to rise to the maximum, and
avoid a loss of heat, a crucial part of the
cleaning process.

J Turn both
propane burners to high. Wait until the
maximum temperature has reached the
top of the thermometer. If you don't
have one, simply wait five minutes for the
barbecue to heat up. The high heat will
turn the residue into ash. Shut everything
off and proceed to clean the grill.

. Use a good wire brush
to clear off the ashes of what was the
remains of your dinner. A quality wire
brush can handle the heat and will not
melt or catch fire.

e Alternatively, clean your grill with a
barbecue brush and a thick paste of
baking soda and water. Or, cut an onion
in half and rub it over the rack once it has
heated up; then brush a bit of olive oil on
over the grill, so the food doesn’t stick
next time.

With a little planning, your summer
get together can be both eco-friendly
and stylish. on

BEAUTY  1LaKEsIDE

LANDSCAPING

1541 Fox Point Rd., Dwight ON | (705) 787-6694 | info@lakesidelandscaping.ca

I General
S Dentistry
705.746.6461

Parry Sound
Cosmetic
& Implant
Family Dentistry
73 Bowes Street, Parry Sound
parrysoundsmiles@hotmail.com
parrysoundsmiles.com

Trouble With Stairs?
Not Any Longer!

Call Us for Your Free Consultation

MEDICAL
SUPPLIES highlandsmedicalsu

) 705.457.9355
RN 13523 Hwy #118 W.,
Haliburton

705-645-2810
www.cornercabinet.ca

Roywell

excavation & landscaping
705+774+-4662

We dig what you're sayin’




finishing touch

HAUSER: Southampton
Chaise in Roasted Pecan

CANADIAN TIRE: Satori
S-Shaped Patio Lounger

LOUNGE
ANDRELAX

%ila\a'w\g a wof o?rmlc b\ff ’&\@ \aooﬂ on
the dock or in the backyard is the
ultimate summer indulgence.

Pick your style and lounge
in comfort.

Continued on page 66

POTTERY BARN:
Hampstead Teak Double
Chaise in Honey with Ink
Blue Cushion

HAUSER: Lollygagger
Chaise in Apple Red
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BUSINESS OF THE YEA R! -HASTINGS COUNTY HOTie AWARDS '

the QLD TIN SHED

~ An intriguing mix of now & then ~
ezl

CANADIAN RETAILER
OF THE YEAR!

-CANADIAN GIFT ASSOCIATION

> o’\ 19 g
Bancroft Iy ,W, ol
25 Sherbourne Street ;\'ﬂﬁ’l."‘""

f

| (613) 332-6565

heritage lighting
salvage furniture
linens and rugs
hardware
JEWEY

clothing

CAROMAL COLOUR PAINT
E NO SANDING
NO STRIPPING
NO PRIMING

Bay Area Electrical
" Planbing end Electrical

e | UV Water Filter Systems
Aqh‘f@ Pm for Home & Cottage

* COMPLETE NEW HOME Wiring & Plumbing

* Telephone & Cable Wiring SEASONAL

¢ Radiant In-Floor Heating RESIDENTS!

¢ Service & Repair Work We will winterize

* Generator Systems and summerize your

* Panel Upgrades water systems.
ALSO YOUR

A S WFE P
k14 E-
Complete Bathroom*- 1

Renovation Centre

Why just take a bath
when you can enjoy
your own private spa

VT e R 89 Joseph St., Parry Sound

Mon-Fri. 8am-5pm (705) 746-5877

Sat. 8.30am-4pm Fax (705) 7461469

POOLS - LANDSCAPING

519.217.1593  416.936.6469 705.279.SWIM

CALEDON TORONTO BARRIE-COLLINGWOOD
ORANGEVILLE MUSKOKA

geminipools.ca * geminilandscapes.ca

MARSHALL BLACK

CARPENTRY INC.

Office
705-389-3900

Marshall
705-FT73-8582

PROMPT PROFESSIONAL PERSOMAL




finishing touch

Get more outdoor living at
ourhomes.ca/mag/outdoor

WEST ELM: Tillary
Outdoor Sofa

DEDON: FEDRO Floor
Rocker in Flamingo

HAUSER: Teak
Summer Chaise

FATBOY:
Headdemock in Red

GLUCKSTEIN HOME:
Tofino Lounger

DEDON: ORBIT
Loveseat
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Thinking of Building?

We have expanded in Ontario to serve you best.

Serving Barrie * Bracebridge ¢ Haliburton « Minden ¢ Huntsville * Parry Sound ¢ Sudbury - and all other locations across Ontario.

M LINWOOD

CUSTOM HOMES
linwoodhomes.com

1-888-546-9663

Contact Us for Your
Free Consultation

With 47 years of experience, Linwood provides the
fastest, easiest, safest and most cost-effective way
to build a new custom home, cottage or cabin.

Proud Recipient of 20 National CHBA SAM Honours

b

EXCAVATION & BLASTING

PRIVATE ROAD CONSTRUCTION FOUNDATION REPAIR
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MUSKOKA
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CUSTOMIZE YOUR CHOICE OF LEATHER
AND FABRIC OR BUY AS SHOWN FOR THE
INTRODUCTORY PRICE OF $2299

» AVAILABLE IN TWELVE COLOURS
: : + CLAD IN TOP GRAIN HAND-TUFTED LEATHER
custom _ furniture, unique  and * HAND APPLIED NAIL-HEAD DETAIL

exclusive to our two Muskoka stores
— hundpreds of fabrics and frames to

choose from with exceptional pricing.

We now offer Canadian made

www.muskokaleons.com

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“locally owned and operated, serving Muskoka for 70 years™



