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Mary Couturier  
Broker B.A. 

Mentor/Consultant

...Because property 
asset building is seldom 

black and white!

Industry expert providing range of 
consultative services depending on 

your individual needs.

Call for a complimentary consultation

905-979-1715
womenandrealestate.ca

BUYING | SELLING | INVESTING

Women and
Real Estate

KEEPING YOU ON THE MOVE!

905.979.1715 | marycouturier.ca

Mary 
Couturier  
BROKER, B.A. 

$724,900
61 Lakeside Drive,  
GRIMSBY

$449,900
776 Canboro Road,  
FENWICK

$474,999
4240 Crescent  
Avenue,  
LINCOLN

Couturier Team Off ce Opens July 1st Main Floori
4993 King St, Beamsville  

36 Main St E, Grimsby
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

Y E A R S
50

1969  -  2019

Celebrating Save on an unequalled selection of quality, inspired living, dining and 
bedroom furniture, mattresses and so much more in our 85,000 square 
foot showroom. From contemporary to traditional styles, you’ll find a 
complete range of product lines including Moe’s Home Collection and 
Kincaid Furniture. 

To receive special 50th Anniversary offers and promotions throughout the 
year, sign up to our eClub at stoneycreekfurniture.com

TWO LOCATIONS: 395 LEWIS ROAD, STONEY CREEK AND 7979 WESTON ROAD, VAUGHAN. 1-800-263-8575



BENCHCONDOS.COM

519.804.4000
benchcondos@regorealty.ca

ONE & TWO BEDROOM CONDOS UP TO 1,045 SQ. FT. 
FROM THE MID $300’S

A boutique mid-rise condominium in charming downtown Beamsville offering 

exquisite suites with luxury features, up to 10’ ceilings and parking included. 

Boasting glorious views of the Escarpment and the Lake plus your own rooftop 

terrace with BBQ. Savour elegant condo living in the Niagara Region surrounded 

by renowned wineries, stunning vistas, charming villages and eclectic shopping. 

Life is fine at The Bench. Move in 2020. Learn more and REGISTER TODAY.

S T E P  U P  T O  T H E  B E N C H

Sales Office: 4514 Ontario St, 
Beamsville, ON L0R 1B5

THE BENCH SALES OFFICE
Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Renderings are artist concept. E. & O.E. 

BEAMSVILLE

NEW LOCATION: 

4548 Ontario St, Beamsville ON

905.563.0070

FURNITURE | FLOORING | DECOR

Family owned & operated...Just a phone call away  •  Servicing the Lincoln, Grimsby & Surrounding Area

www.LincolnDesignHouse.ca

MON-WED 10-6 | THURS 10-7 | FRI 10-6 | SAT 9-5

• FURNITURE • DESIGN CONSULTATION • FLOORING  

• AREA RUGS • CUSTOM KITCHENS • CAMBRIA QUARTZ COUNTERS  

• CUSTOM BEDDING • CUSTOM DRAPERIES • WINDOW COVERINGS/BLINDS

Need Inspiration?
Come Visit our HUGE  

17,000 Sq Ft  
Design Showroom

Helping you make  
your house a home

Now Offering

INTERIOR HOME  
RENOVATIONS

LincolnDesignHouse_Sum19.indd   1 2019-06-10   12:55 PM
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PLANNING AND BUILDING SERVICES was one of 
my favourite departments to work with when I was a corporate 
communications type with the City of St. Catharines years ago. 

I loved writing about and promoting the staff’s work. They were 
the visionaries, devising plans to maximize all the city’s assets and 
ensuring its livability for future generations. I learned so much and 
got so excited for the potential of a city that’s been no stranger to hard 
times and naysayers.

During my tenure with the city, planning staff documented the 
history and heritage features of a west-end neighbourhood known as 
Power Glen. Officially, Power Glen was designated a heritage district 
for its ties to milling and power generation in the late 1800s. Remnants 
of those industries can still be found there, including the homes of 
workers and the business owners who made the area thrive. 

So I nerded out just a little bit when we got to shoot a new 
development in Power Glen for this issue. Rinaldi Homes honoured 
that important history in the design of Mill Creek, a townhome 
development on Power Glen’s western edge. Those lucky enough to live 
there will enjoy life in a stunning corner of the city that’s paramount to 
St. Catharines’ story as a manufacturing heavyweight. 

I also feel incredibly grateful for the time we got to spend with chefs 
Tania Ganassini and John Vetere, who are characters in the story of a 
new Niagara. Food has taken over manufacturing as one of the region’s 
largest economic sectors and it’s because of people like Tania and John, 
young transplants playing key roles in our ever-evolving culinary 
scene. Both were making their marks in Toronto kitchens when they 
were beckoned to Niagara by affordable home prices and a lifestyle 
unmatched in the city. We take Tania and John from behind the burner 
to front of house – their house – and learn how they’re making the most 
of life in Niagara. 

And now that it’s summer, it’s impossible for any of us to not make 
the most of living in the region. This is when Niagara shines, so enjoy it 
to the fullest before it rushes out of here, like it always seems to do. 

Tiffany Mayer, Managing Editor
tiffany.mayer@ourhomes.ca

Follow us       Subscriptions subscribe@ourhomes.ca 
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Waterproof 
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Aquaplank has your back through overflowing  
bathtubs, clumsy kids, excitable dogs, and  
any other wet messes life can throw at you.

With Aquaplank 
By

100% waterproof flooring
Exclusive to
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Niagara’s Premiere Home Furnishings Showcase...Since 1954

Simply The Best in Canadian Home Furnishings

See all of our collections, now at Special Pricing  
for a limited time as we celebrate our Milestone Anniversary.

Solid Wood • Leather • Upholstery  
255 Bunting Rd, St. Catharines 
905-684-9414 • dunnsfurniture.ca

DUnn’SFurniture Fashions

Two-tone Stone Dust  
     with Desert Sand finishes

We will feature special savings by all of our manufacturers throughout the remainder of the year.
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friends are  
very special
This issue I was astounded by the support I received 
from my friends and business partners.

OUR HOMES works with small and large 
businesses. It’s easy to establish rapport with each 
client, and some smaller businesses just become 
closer as you work together establishing an 
individual marketing plan. You understand their 
needs and meet their families, all working away and 
growing their business together. 

This issue, Mary Cath Altobelli of Alto Interiors 
and Paul Elia of Paul Elia Gallery assisted with the 
staging on one of our shoots for this issue. They 
both drove to Niagara-on-the-Lake from Hamilton, 
their cars piled high with different items and art to 
help for the day. Wow, a huge thank you goes out 
to them. Everything came together beautifully, and 
the homeowners, focused on growing their own 
businesses, were wonderful to work with.

And then we have the spectacular Rinaldi Homes 
project in Power Glen. As a youngster, I played there 
with my Water Works friends and the location 
brought back tons of memories of those fun-filled 
days. They were my special friends of the time. 

Please support all your local businesses from 
apples to anchors and restaurants to renovators. Buy 
local and support your local friends. 

  

Laurie Lotimer, Associate Publisher
laurie.lotimer@ourhomes.ca
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Quartz   •   Granite   •   Marble 
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STORY KRISTIN SCHNELTEN | PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

My husband and I spent years making rough sketches of our dream 
home, bookmarking photos, discussing features we admired in 
other houses, visiting building lots. We had a fairly specific idea 
of our wants and needs, but the reality of building a custom home 
seemed out of reach.

When a cottage we purchased as an investment proved structurally 
unsound, our plans changed and we found ourselves digging through 
our stack of magazine clippings and feverishly researching details. The 
cottage had to come down. In its place we’d build the custom home we 
always wanted.  

While the ins and outs of design decisions and project management 
would come easily to us, financing a home build was utterly perplexing. 
With the mortgage we had in place for the cottage, and modest savings, 
how could we fund the needed construction? Would a lender approve 
us, a couple with no prior homebuilding experience, to be the general 
contractor of our own construction?

We were fortunate enough to enlist the help of Treena French, 
mortgage specialist with RBC, our everyday bank, who answered our 
questions, quelled our fears and walked us through each step (and 
there are many). 

Yes, we could act as general contractors, as we had gathered and 
presented detailed cost estimates and drawings. Yes, our financials were 
sufficient for approval of our small home build. But just how would our 
construction mortgage operate?

Ours was the most common type, a construction draw mortgage. 
The first draw was enough to replace our original mortgage and 
gave us sufficient funds to begin the building process. Then, as work 
progressed on the house, we made three further draws against our final 
mortgage amount. Each time we reached a milestone in construction, 
we contacted Treena, who set the process in motion for the next draw. 

That draw process was straightforward. An independent appraiser 
stopped by to evaluate the percentage of completion, and his report 
indicated that number to the bank, who released the next set of funds.

Those funds could take anywhere from days to weeks to arrive, 
during which time contractors required payment. In addition, each 
draw had its own holdback – a percentage of the funds that are held 

by lawyers until project completion. For these circumstances, we were 
able to utilize our existing line of credit, which was required for the 
construction mortgage’s approval. 

If our line of credit had not been sufficient, or if we were otherwise 
not a good fit with our bank, where could we have turned for our 
mortgage? I contacted Gerard Buckley of Mortgage Wellness to 
gain some insight.

As an independent mortgage agent, Gerard works to match the 
objectives of his clients with the strengths of his various lenders. In the 
case of an insufficient line of credit, the right fit might be a lender who 
offers far more than three or four draws throughout the construction 
process – perhaps on the order of 25 or 30. Buckley describes these 
draws as buckets, noting, “Thirty buckets is less precise and gives more 
flexibility to the homebuilder.”

In our case, four buckets was exactly what we required. We hit no 
snags on the way, only asked a handful of needless questions of our 
lender, and somehow finished on budget. 

I often mention, and speak highly, of the team who built our custom 
home – the tradespeople who spent weeks and months drilling, 
sawing and painting. But, although she was never on site, one of the 
most important players was Treena, our lender. Having an accessible, 
supportive mortgage specialist was crucial to the success of our build, 
and we found that finding someone we could trust and with whom 
we had a comfortable rapport was just as important as choosing 
tradespeople.  OH 

A CUSTOM HOME
Financing

CONSTRUCTION MORTGAGES  
AT-A-GLANCE

COMPLETION

A completion mortgage is one in which the builder receives all 
funds only after the home is complete – therefore all costs for 
the build are shouldered by the builder during the construction 
process. These types of mortgages are more common for homes 
with fewer customizations, as most lenders require construction to 
be complete within 120 days in order to lock in your interest rate. 

With a completion mortgage, your application is approved before 
building commences. But, as the mortgage will not be registered 
in your name until completion, your financial position must remain 
unchanged during this period. A change in employment, a new 
car purchase, additional loan, etc., could jeopardize the mortgage 
of your home.

DRAW 

With a draw mortgage, your mortgage is registered before 
the building process begins. Your builder receives payment 
throughout the build, via periodic draws on the final mortgage 
amount. The interest rate is locked in from the initial draw of 
funds, and you hold the title. 

Each time a draw is initiated, an appraiser assesses the progress 
of the build, and funds are released through a lawyer. As a result 
of these steps, additional fees can be associated with a draw 
mortgage. In some cases, a larger down payment may be required 
up front to purchase land for the project, as well.

Your mortgage specialist will walk you through the details of both 
options, and help you choose the right plan to suit your needs. 

Financing_a_Custom_Home.indd   1 2019-06-11   1:26 PM

JORDAN STATION . 905.562.5977
VERHOEFELECTRIC.COM

. CUSTOM HOMES

. RENOVATIONS

. ADDITIONS

. REWIRES

. PANEL UPGRADES 

. SERVICE WORKWE 
ARE
RESIDENTIAL

• COLOUR CONSULTATIONS • SPACE PLANNING • INTERIOR REDESIGN
• REAL ESTATE STAGING SERVICES • FURNITURE SELECTION | DRAPERIES

• BEDDING | CHILDRENS ROOMS • 1 DAY MAKEOVERS • SEASONAL DECOR ITEMS

Liz DiTomaso 
289 668 7018
elegantlivingdecorating@gmail.com

elegantlivingdecorating.ca

elegant decorating
residential | redesign | renew

Over 81% of home buyers find it easier 
to visualize the property as their future 
home when it’s Elegant Living staged!
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Home Staging

MOVERS LTD.

Sarah, Wendy and Andrew 
Family Owners

Ariaan (Harry) Mans 
Founder 

Family owned and 
operated since 1978. 
Celebrating our 41st 

Year in Business!

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
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Family

Owned & 
Operated
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www.mountaineermovers.com

CALL FOR ALL YOUR MOVING NEEDS

905.561.8880 | 1.800.263.4561

CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CONSULTATION: 

905.650.2699 
www.hahnbuilders.ca

What’s Your Project?Dream

Outdoor Living at its finest
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RENOVATIONS  |  OUTDOOR LIVING 
HIGH PERFORMANCE CUSTOM HOMES
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Continued on page 18

PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

Every home has one – that one room that didn’t 
get as much love as the others. These finishing 
touches will give any room in the house some 
serious TLC.

1

1 	 CREEK ROAD PAINTS

Benjamin Moore Paint
Whether it’s one accent wall or the entire 
room, a fresh coat of paint can easily perk 
up a space and make it feel like new.

1573 Four Mile Creek Rd., Niagara-on-the-Lake 
905.468.2412 | creekroadpaints.ca

2  	 ALFIERI FLOOR EXPERTS

Tile
A tile backsplash completes any kitchen, 
especially when it’s done in glass tile, an Art 
Deco marble shell shape with brushed gold 
inset, or bold design porcelain worthy of all 
the admiration.

19 Lincoln St., Welland  
905.735.3882 | alfierifloorexperts.ca

3  	 MCNAMARA & REYNOLDS

Area Rug
Finish that space with hand-loomed art for 
your floor. It not only looks incredible with 
just the right amount of colour and pattern, 
but feels mighty fine on the feet.

28 Nihan Dr., St. Catharines 
905.934.7978 | mcnamarareynolds.com

4  	 OAKRIDGE WOODWORKING

Island Shelving
Functional meets beautiful when you give 
your kitchen island that finished look with 
the added detail of open shelving for easy 
access to your favourite cookbooks, small 
appliances and vintages. 

1164 Victoria Ave., Fenwick 
905.892.3511 | oakridgewoodworking.ca

5  	 FIRST IN COUNTERS GRANITE

Porcelain Surfaces
Ceramic clays and mineral colourings come 
together in these unique porcelain slabs in 
Calacatta Statuario, giving a polished look 
to your space. Better still, they stand up to 
heat, light and chemical cleaners. 

72000 Regional Rd. 24, Wainfleet 
905.899.7866 | firstincounters.ca

6  	 W.L. DABOLL TIMBER FRAMING

Custom Outdoor Table
The backyard gets a whole lot more 
beautiful with a custom-built Western Red 
Cedar table to gather around for dinners al 
fresco or relaxing any way you see fit. 

1994 Hansler St., Ridgeville 
905.641.8337 | jandwldabollconstruction.ca

2

3 4

5 6

SMOKE 
2122-40

CHESTERTOWN 
BUFF HC-9

SYMPHONY  
BLUE 2060-10

A fine finish
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7 	 HAMILTONS OF PELHAM

Jasmine Art Glass
Give that neglected space a 
contemporary flair with hand-painted, 
Frank Lloyd Wright designs on glass. 
These plates liven up any room with 
translucent sophistication.

306 Canboro Rd., Ridgeville 
289.897.8444 | hamiltonsofpelham.com

9 	 AQUA-BLUE POOLS, SPAS  
	 & BATH FIXTURES

Inflatable Swan
Float on this fun and whimsical 
inflatable swan that’s bound to be a 
fan favourite for lounging on the water. 
No pool is complete without one. 

633 King St., Welland 
905.735.9131 | aquablue.ca  OH

8 	 LINCOLN DESIGN HOUSE

DIY Wood Panels
Create a textured accent wall with 
wood panels you arrange and stick on 
yourself. Panels come in a variety of 
colours to suit any space. 

4548 Ontario St., Beamsville 
905.563.0070 | lincolndesignhouse.ca 

7

9

8

w w w. j e n n i f e r e m i l y a t e l i e r. c o m
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Join me: 2nd Port Dalhousie Artist Walk  
October 19 - 20, 2019

F R E E  S H I P P I N G  T O  N I A G A R A

50 LIMITED 
EDITION 
PRINTS

PRINT SIZES 
AVAILABLE:  
24 X 30 –  
30 X 40

LIGHTING

CELEBRATING

IN BUSINESS

YEARS15

Let us help you achieve the right look 
and feel for your residential home or 

commercial office space.

389 Barton St, Stoney Creek (at Millen Road) 

9 0 5 - 6 6 4 - 1 9 1 2
e l m r i d g e l i g h t i n g . c o m

Designers and Builders  
of Exceptional Living Spaces

www.carliancontracting.ca  •   905.359.0224

carlian
DESIGNERS & BUILDERS OF EXCEPTIONAL LIVING SPACES.

DESIGN •  BUILD •  RENOVATE •  REMODEL
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OUTDOOR KITCHEN

flames in and near a building. They are 
two different things.

•	 Protect combustible materials.

Choosing Cabinets and Materials
Cabinets and counters need to be corrosion 
and weather resistant, low maintenance and 
made with stable materials. All materials 
expand and contract with temperature 
change and moisture. Sun fades colours, 
and natural materials break down over time. 
There are three types of cabinetry-based 
kitchens for outdoor use: HDPE/Polymer, 
wood and stainless steel.

Polymer: Waterproof, sun safe, available in a 
variety of solid colours, lower maintenance, 
plastic, variable durability. 

Wood: Flexible design, requires some 
maintenance, most affordable, not fire 
resistant.

Stainless Steel: Heat and fire resistant, 
non-corrosive, easy to clean, available in 
powder-coated colours. 

Things to Consider
Appearance: What do I want to see when 
I look at my outdoor kitchen? Choose your 
landscaping and furniture for that perfect 
outdoor style.

Clean-Up: Install a sink with water. You may 
not want to use your indoor kitchen to clean 
greasy, sooty stuff. Plan ahead for plumbing. 

Heating and Electrical: Layer your heat 
sources. Consider heat lamps, fire pits or a 
built-in infrared heater. Make sure you put 
in multiple electrical outlets that meet code. 
Plan ahead for electrical. 

Shade: Create shade from the sun and 
protection from the rain with pergolas, 
retractable patio covers or tents.

Stay Cool: Cool yourself off with fans, 
misters or rugs to shield you from the hot 
floor and use light-coloured furniture.

Interior Designer Dolores Pian shares her ideas.

Layout and Seating: Transition your 
rooms with removable screens, doors 
and walls. Offer a variety of seating – low 
Muskoka chairs, chaise loungers, stools 
and benches.

Storage Space: The ultimate amenity. 
Think of what else may need to be stored – 
equipment, furniture, sports and hobbies. 
You don’t want to run back and forth 
from the house or garage, to the outdoor 
living area.

Small Spaces – Condo Balconies  
and Terraces
Electric grills make outdoor eating possible 
despite strict fire and safety codes. Brown 
Jordan has fully assembled kitchens for 
terraces, to be lifted by a crane, or custom 
units transported by a service elevator.

Nice to Have and Trending
•	 Specialty right-sized appliances replacing 

mammoth barbecue grills. These can 
include: Argentinian grills, smokers, 
side burners, pizza ovens, fridges, 
dishwashers, beer on tap, espresso 
machines, ice makers and Kamado-
style grills.

•	 Lighting schemes, televisions and sound 
systems. Treat this space like another 
room of the house.

Value to Your Home
Outdoor kitchens seem to be replacing the 
pool as an add-on feature. It increases your 
competitive edge when selling because 
people will imagine themselves having great 
times in their new backyard.

Good design blurs the lines between the 
indoors and the outdoors. In what creative 
ways have you designed your very own private 
outdoor oasis?  OH

Our summers may be short, but from 
March through July and on to November, 
cooking outdoors allows us to share our food 
experiences with family and friends while we 
extend our outdoor play time. More and more 
people are choosing to invest in their homes 
and backyards rather than vacation elsewhere. 

Before planning and spending on an 
outdoor kitchen, ask yourself some 
simple questions:

•	 How much time do I want to devote to 
maintenance? Knowing this will save you 
a lot of grief and disappointment. 

•	 What’s critical-to-have, must-have and 
nice-to-have?

Critical to Know
•	 Safety first. Make sure you meet your 

region’s building and fire codes. There’s 
a difference between a code for building 
a house and a code for preventing open 

The Ultimate

This outdoor kitchen has plenty of 
stainless steel storage below the sink.

This outdoor kitchen has it al l!

PHOTO: DANVER OUTDOOR KITCHENS
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SUNROOMS

28 Clark St, Welland 
905 788 5068   aztecenclosures.com

SHADE SOLUTIONS

Experience Our 4000 SqFt Showroom  
For More Choices Than Ever!

20  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 9

advice



Get creative with 
your flowers. Simple 
arrangements will look 
great on a table, mantel 
or counter. Think parties, 
showers or weddings. 

PROJECT DAWN MCCONNELL 
PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

Add water to each vase. Squeeze a few drops of food 
colouring into each vase and stir. 

Cut flowers to fit vase. Display and enjoy!

1
2

DIRECTIONS

JUST ADD COLOUR

MATERIALS

5 Clear vases, your choice

Water

Food colouring

Gerbera daisies

MATERIALS

Cylindrical vases in 
three sizes

Small river rocks 

Water

3 Flowers on stems
THROUGH THE 
LOOKING GLASS 

Place a handful of rocks on the bottom of each vase. 
Cut flower stems in various heights. 

Arrange stems between rocks on bottom of the vase. 
Fill vase with water. Enjoy!  OH

1
2

DIRECTIONS

easy
ARRANGEMENTS

OH_Summer_2019_Summer Arrangements.indd   1 2019-05-06   2:43 PM

Landscape Designs...Customized To Your Lifestyle

Landscape Design, Consultation & Project Coordination throughout the Niagara Region  

creativegardendesigns.ca   416.707.5655

Let’s get your garden 
started with the initial 
on-site consultation. 

At Creative Garden 
Designs we listen and 
then create beautiful, 
relaxing outdoor spaces 
customized to your 
lifestyle, arranged 
and executed to the 
highest standard of 
professionalism.

Providing beautiful 
landscapes for 
residential clients for 
the past 25 years.

We love what  
we do and  
you will too!

Call us to arrange for our salvage team to do the work!

www.habitatniagara.ca  |  905 685-7365 ext 401
 

Renovating 
  your kitchen?

We'll remove your old kitchen for FREE
and give YOU a tax receipt!

every donation helps a family build a decent and affordable home
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When an area holds historic significance, by definition it dates 
from or is preserved from a past time or culture. It’s a gift from
time, which is why the Power Glen neighbourhood, a historic
neighbourhood nestled in a quiet part of west St. Catharines, 
draws people with an appreciation for the past, nature
and community. Continued on page 26 

The great room in this model features 
plenty of space for gathering and 
entertaining. Triple-glazed windows 
provide increased energy efficiency 
and soundproofing. 

STORY DENISE WILLSON  |  PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

TIME
a gift  from
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RREMNANTS OF THE 18TH CENTURY 
saw and grist mills dot the valley along with 
landforms from an old dam, millpond, and 
spillway that once powered the mills. Several 
heritage buildings and homes of workers 
from a generating station built in 1898 by 
the Cataract Power Company of Hamilton – 
earning the area its Power Glen moniker – also 
remain. Surrounded by trees and nature, and 
cut by Twelve Mile Creek, Power Glen is a 
hiker’s dream. With friendly residents who are 
proud of the area’s heritage, it’s a great location 

for those who crave quiet country living close 
to city amenities. 

“It’s a village in the city, a community that 
honours its natural and historic setting,” 
says Danielle Rinaldi of Rinaldi Homes. 
“This was at the forefront of every decision 
we made when planning, designing, and 
building Mill Creek.” 

Mill Creek is a community of 28 newly 
built bungalow townhomes by Rinaldi Homes 
within the heart of Power Glen. Intermingled 
with heritage homes and custom crafted 

newer builds, Mill Creek was created using traditional 
materials, including stucco, steel and copper. Masonry 
materials with a quarried stone profile were sourced at 
Burnstein Brick and St. Catharines Building Supplies, 
which provided the three-colour blend interlocking brick 
used in the driveways. To keep in tune with the traditional 
architectural features of the homes and properties in the 
area, Rinaldi Homes, this year’s winner of the Niagara 
Home Builders’ Association Builder of the Year Award, 
added copper roof accents, hand-troweled stucco, and 
mahogany Richards-Wilcox’s Landmark Rockwood garage 
doors that channel carriage house charm from Yarnell 
Overhead Door Ltd. “All of the townhomes in Mill 
Creek have covered front and rear porches – features seen 
on many of the heritage homes in the area,” Danielle says. 
“In this neighbourhood, people really appreciate the beauty 
surrounding them so we really wanted to take advantage of 
that in the design.” Continued on page 29

ABOVE: Aurora Bachert from The 
Ensuite, Selena Fabi of Rinaldi Homes, 
Lisa Littleton of Don’s Light House, 
Joan Rinaldi of Rinaldi Homes, Moira 
McCreadie of Artcraft Kitchens and 
Rhoda Cipparone of Aristocrat Floors 
of the World are some of the local 
talent who worked on the interior 
look and feel of the models at Mill 
Creek. OPPOSITE, LEFT: High ceilings 
with additional windows bring lots of 
natural light into the living area of the 
great room. RIGHT: The front entrance 
offers a warm welcome.
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To bring the community together, Rinaldi 
Homes oriented the townhomes to face 
inward, towards a central parkette with 
a large gazebo. Built by Timber Frame 
Solutions Inc. with Douglas fir timbers, 
it’s a great gathering place for residents to 
meet and converse with their neighbours. 
“Rinaldi Homes prides itself on building 
beautiful communities, not just beautiful 
homes,” Danielle says. “That’s why so much 
care went into landscaping (by Dekorte’s 
Landscaping), exterior elements and a 
gathering place for residents.” 

The townhomes are built with high 
quality materials to minimize homeowner 
maintenance and increase energy efficiency. 
For example, the Dashwood windows, 
supplied by Crowland Sash & Frame 
Ltd., are triple glazed. This contributes to 
longevity and energy efficiency, and also 
provides an added layer of soundproofing. 
Tankless water heaters are also standard, 
cutting down on usage and providing a steady 
flow of hot water. 

Like any new build, there were obstacles. 
Due to limited site space, each block of 
townhomes had to be built one after the other, 
starting at one end of the community. This 
allowed for excavation and backfilling to be 
completed in sequential fashion. Also, there 
were existing trees on the property. Trees can 
create challenges during the building and 
services stage, but Rinaldi Homes made every 
effort to preserve the natural environment. 
“Materials and attention to detail create 
character and charm, but a home should blend 
into the surrounding landscape,” Danielle says. 
“Mill Creek does just that.”

As a testament to the quality of Rinaldi 
Homes, Margaret Desanti and her husband 
were one of the first to purchase and move 
into their Mill Creek townhome. Margaret has 
worked for Rinaldi Homes for over 15 years. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Cupboards galore ensure plenty 
of storage space in the kitchen while a large island 
provides lots of room for meal prep or entertaining. 
RIGHT: A black kitchen faucet matches the cabinet 
hardware and looks great against the light coloured 
kitchen cabinets and quartz countertops. OPPOSITE: 
Generous room to manoeuvre between the stove and 
island ensures no one gets in the way of each other 
when more than one person is working in the kitchen. 

Continued on page 31

It’s a village in the city, a 
community that honours its 
natural and historic setting. 
This was at the forefront 
of every decision we made 
when planning, designing, 
and building Mill Creek.” 

— Danielle Rinaldi
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“When it was time to downsize, there was no doubt 
Mill Creek was the place for us,” Margaret says. “The area is 
beautiful. There are a lot of trees and my husband loves to walk 
the many trails. Most of all, the bungalow style simplifies our 
lives. We were tired of stairs.”

There are several unit types to choose from, all of which 
inspire bungalow living with main-floor bedrooms and 
open-concept kitchen (Artcraft Kitchens), dining, and living 
areas. Even laundry rooms and studies are on the main level. 
The kitchens in all the open-concept designs were made with 
family gatherings in mind, centering around substantial islands 
and modern lighting from Don’s Light House Ltd. There’s 
plenty of custom cabinetry for storage, so everything has a 
place, keeping counters uncluttered. Some units also feature 
walk-in pantries.

Large windows and transoms in the models, adorned by 
The Drapery Workroom, allow for a ton of natural light 
and an unobstructed view. Flooring and backsplashes meant 
to withstand years of use were provided by Aristocrat 
Floors of the World. 

ABOVE: Main floor laundry 
rooms are a feature of the 
units at Mill Creek. RIGHT: 
The master bath is both 
functional and stylish. 
FAR RIGHT: An additional 
bedroom on the main floor 
serves as a quiet study or 
potential guest room. 

Continued on page 32

The lower level in one 
model features a built-in 
bar, large windows 
and built-in shelving 
for additional storage. 
BELOW: Heated towel 
racks in the master 
bathroom are an added 
touch of comfort.
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The master bedrooms are retreats with 
upgraded spa-like en suite bathrooms and 
walk-in closets. Upscale fixtures from The 
Ensuite were installed by Plumbtech 
Services Ltd., including floating tubs, glass 
shower enclosures, double oversize sinks, 
and rain showers can be seen in various units. 
And if main floor living isn’t enough, every 
townhome offers finished living space on the 
lower level. In one model, a gas fireplace from 
The One Stop Fireplace Shop, built-in 
cabinetry, and a wet bar to please the most 
discerning wine connoisseur finish the space. 

Mill Creek townhomes are for buyers 
drawn to a flexible lifestyle that allows them 
to come and go as they please. One of the 
biggest benefits to homeowners wanting to 
do so is the year-round grounds maintenance. 
Although, considering Power Glen’s historical 
elements and the area’s sheer beauty, you 
might never want to leave. 

BELOW: The master bathroom in 
another model features lots of glass and 
contrasting tile for visual interest. RIGHT: 
The great room in another Mill Creek 
model. BOTTOM RIGHT: The master 
bedroom. Nightstands, lamps and bench, 
all from Lincoln Design House. 

Continued on page 34

176 Bunting Rd, St. Catharines
905.685.9797 | burnsteinbrick.com

905.685.1311
starklumber.ca

LUMBER n PLYWOOD n ROOF TRUSSES
ENGINEERED WOOD PRODUCTS n PRESSURE TREATED LUMBER

CUSTOM 
RAILINGS, 
COLUMNS & 
COMPOSITE 
DECKING

Huge  
selection of 
INTERLOCKING  
PAVERS & 
RETAINING 
WALLS

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL 
BUILDING 
SUPPLIES

176 Bunting Rd, St Catharines  
905.688.2111  www.stcbs.com

CUSTOM PLANS 
designsbysanty.com

Add Style To Your Home!

With over 35 years’ experience, we have the knowledge 
and selection to make your style happen.

50 King Street, Welland 
905-788-0711 • draperyworkroomwelland@gmail.com

Est 1983
DRAPERY WORKROOM

FREE SHOP-AT-HOME CONVENIENCE & IN-HOME ESTIMATES

PROFESSIONALLY CUSTOM CRAFTED 
WINDOW TREATMENTS

HUNTER  DOUGLAS  BLINDS  NOW ON  SALE!

s i lvercreekcabinets .ca 
905.714.1808

  Serving Niagara Region & 
Southern Ontario since 2005
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LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• All Green Irrigation • Amber Stairs & Railings Inc. • Aristocrat 

Floors of the World • Artcraft Kitchens • Burnstein Brick 

• Crowland Sash & Frame Ltd. • DeKorte’s Landscaping 

• Don’s Light House • Gibby’s Electronic Supermarket  

• H Electric • Niagara Gold Painting • Nickerson Appliances 

• Night Watch Security • The One Stop Fireplace Shop 

• Plumbtech Services Ltd. • Rinaldi Homes • SB Haulage 

• Stark Lumber • St. Catharines Building Supply • The 

Drapery Workroom • The Ensuite • Timber Frame Solutions 

Inc. • Turkstra Lumber • Yarnell Overhead Door Ltd.

Mill Creek’s community of 28 
bungalow townhomes – built in the 
heart of Power Glen – was created 
using traditional materials, like 
stucco, stone and copper. OH

Timber Frame Solutions Inc. is a full-service timber frame 
construction company based in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Ontario. We provide customers with the highest quality 
timber frame structures—including gazebos, gables, 
trellises, and more, using the highest quality Canadian-
grown timbers, state-of-the-art design technology, and 
the traditional art of timber frame joinery.

905.341.5768  www.timberframesolutions.ca 
1325 Line 5 Rd, Niagara-on-the-Lake ON L0S 1J0
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GAZEBOS :: PERGOLAS :: PORCHES :: INTERIORS :: COMMERCIAL :: TRUSSES
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Light up the summer night with  
easy-to-make solar light posts. Store-
bought solar lights, commonly used 
on pathways or flower beds, become 
task lights in a cluster. Use on the 
deck, around the pool or at the lake. 

LIGHT 
POSTS

Nautical

3
4

5

6

1 Cut post into three lengths measuring 38, 32 and 26 
inches each. Your lumber yard can make cuts for a 
small charge.

Using a drill paddle, drill a hole 2-inches deep in the 
top centre of each post for the solar light stem.2

DIRECTIONS 

PROJECT DAWN MCCONNELL 
PHOTOGRAPHY  TARA CHATTELL

Use L brakets to attach 
posts together.

MATERIALS
1 6x6-inch post, 8-foot length 

3 Solar lights with stems

4 L brackets

2 Flat brackets

24 1-½-inch woodscrews 

15 feet of rope (pick your  
desired thickness)

1-¼-inch finishing nails

Paint or whitewash

TOOLS
Saw 

Drill

Drill paddle (of the  
same diameter size  
as the light stem)

Screwdriver

Finishing nails

Hammer

Paintbrush or roller

Paint posts and let dry thoroughly.  

Arrange and attach posts together with brackets and 
screws – L brackets for inside corners, flat brackets on the 
back side. 

Attach rope around the middle of the post bundle. Tuck 
ends in behind wrapped rope and nail end in place. Using 
finishing nails, tack rope into post in random areas to 
hold in place.

Cut solar light stems to 2 inches or desired length.Insert 
light stems in posts, attach solar lights to stems. Enjoy.  OH

OH_Summer_2019_Projects_Nautical Light Posts_REV.indd   1 2019-04-10   1:03 PM

Landscapes inspired  
by your lifestyle

Serving the Greater Niagara Area  

Call us at 905.892.6908 
dekorteslandscaping.com

DESIGN 
AND 

BUILD

Building your vision of beautifu l outdoor living

Over the years, we’ve gained an invaluable body of landscaping knowledge – what 
works, in which environments, and what will truly last through the years.

windows & doors for any design
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1. SURYA: Continental Jute Woven Rug in 
Cream  2. CIOT: Basalto Porcelain Tile in 
Bronzo  3. ELK GROUP INTERNATIONAL: 
French Versailles Masterpiece Mirror  
4. ELF: Free Spirit Shoulder Bag in Light 
Tan  5. BED BATH & BEYOND: Ampersand 
Charleston Standing Coat Rack  6. CURREY 
& COMPANY: Cypriot Bottles in Medium 
and Small  7. SIMONS: Haut Beau Wool and 
Linen Scarf in Blue  8. ANTHROPOLOGIE: Ale 
by Alessandra Sancho Straw Rancher Hat in 
Gold  9. CANADEL: Loft Buffet in Cognac Wash  
10. STRUCTUBE: Vesta Vase 40cm  11. PIER 
ONE: White Faux Magnolia Branch  12. PIER 
ONE: Large Carson Natural Wicker Basket  
13. ELTE MKT: Reach Vase in Black  OH
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styleENTER IN

Recreate this look in 
your own home.

3

4

5

6

7
8

910

2

11

12

13

DoubleTake_Summer19.indd   1 2019-04-08   3:42 PM

1975 Celebrating 44 Years 2019

Discover

175 Dieppe Rd., (beside Q.E.W.) St. Catharines, 1-800-680-5553
Mon. to Fri. 9:30-5:30, Sat. 10:00-5:00   www.furnituregallery.com

FURNITURE GALLERY

TheFurnitureGallery_Sum19.indd   1 2019-05-27   2:03 PM
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 BACKYARD

Buffs
STORY TIFFANY MAYER |  PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

THE PLACE: When Bill Hind and Elaine 

Snell got into the sunroom business in 

1982, their focus was supplying bright 

and airy additions to seasonal dwellings 

in RV parks. But then homeowners came 

knocking, seeking the same enhancements 

that made them feel less holed-up in 

their year-round addresses. Business 

boomed and their showroom at 

Aztec Enclosures in Welland grew. 

And grew and grew, to eventually 

include their latest venture Inspired 

Patio. One lets people see the range 

of options for extending their homes with 

high-end three- and four-season sunrooms 

while the other, in an adjoining retail space, 

provides all the essential furnishings and 

accessories to make sunrooms, patios and 

backyards a dream. “We’ve found since 

having the showroom, it’s a customer 

service thing to a great extent,” Elaine 

says. “It helps people visualize what 

something will look like.” The marketplace 

is really evolving. “They won’t see it 

unless they come to a business like this,” 

Bill adds.

THE APPROACH: Bill and Elaine invite customers to visit 

their showroom to see what’s available and discuss ideas. 

The couple’s success hinges on providing as many options 

as possible, including mixing and matching features for a 

space customers will enjoy as long as they own their homes. 

“We want you to have what you want. We don’t want you to 

settle,” Bill says.

THE STYLE: The stores feature items bound to be 

conversation pieces, including beverage coolers and 

centrepieces fashioned from recycled oil drums to look like 

flamingos, motorcycles, bulldogs and Airstream trailers. 

Outdoor furniture tends toward a modern look, but also 

classic and timeless. “We try to have a bit of everything, but 

quality is the hallmark of all of it,” Elaine says.

THE TREND: Backyards are no longer the domain of a few 

simple lawn chairs and barbecues. People are spending 

more time outside, using their yards as living space when 

the weather is good. As a result, 

features such as shade protection are 

top of mind now, rather than a luxury. 

In patio furniture, fire tables are growing 

in popularity. Patio furniture is also being 

manufactured to standards of indoor pieces, 

built to last with all-weather fabrics. 

WHERE: 28 Clark St., Welland | 905.788.5068 

aztecenclosures.com | inspiredpatio.ca OH

Bill & Elaine Snell
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A

“The 2018 Canadian Homebuyer Preference 
Study revealed three themes,” Tim says, 
storage solutions, energy efficiency and 
kitchen design.

New home buyers across the country are 
asked to answer 190 questions based on a 
recent new home purchase. It’s the largest 
survey of its kind in Canada. The result is 
a comprehensive report by region, buyer 
type and demographics that Canadian 
homebuilders can use to plan new housing 
projects based on consumer wants 
and needs. 

A recent survey of 
Canadians who purchased 
a newly built home shows 
walk-in closets topped 
their list of must-have 
features. Surprising? Not 
really says Tim Bailey, 
division president of Avid 
Ratings Canada Ltd., a 
customer satisfaction 
company that works with 
Canadian homebuilders 
to determine what buyers 
want in a new build. 

STORY GEORGETTE MCCULLOCH *open concept

*large windows 
1__

Avid Ratings is currently compiling results 
for 2019 but Tim doesn’t anticipate dramatic 
changes. There’s only been moderate 
changes in the four years Avid Ratings has 
been conducting the survey. 

Consumers clearly want energy efficiency, 
Tim says. “But they also want granite and 
quartz and all the fine features so it’s really 
about trying to strike a balance between 
what buyers can afford to spend. Energy 
efficiency is a hot button for consumers, 
especially with the carbon tax and rising 
utility costs. Buying a home is one thing 
but then carrying the cost of that home is 
another thing.”

Homebuyers also want storage, lots of it. 
“We’re a four-season country,” Tim explains 
using his family as an example. “We’re 
a Brady Bunch family with four kids and 
storage is critical. We have off-season gear, 
four seasons of clothing and four  
seasons of sporting goods.” 

People also want open-concept kitchens 
with an island. “Quartz countertops and 
smart home technology score high on the 
survey as well,” Tim says. Other wants 
include a single-detached home, double-
car garages, brick exteriors, tankless water 
heaters, LED lighting and a main-floor 
master suite.

What’s surprising is the renaissance of the 
formal dining room. According to the survey, 
formal dining rooms have increased in 
importance since year one of the study. 

What isn’t a priority for new  
home buyers is outdoor spaces.  
Tim figures it’s because  
landscaping isn’t an immediate  
concern, it’s not part of the purchase and 
new home buyers have to save and budget 
for outside projects that happen a couple of 
years down the road. 

The 2018 study found the largest cohort  
of today’s Canadian homebuyer is the 
growing family with kids followed by single 
couples with no kids. Millennials have edged 
out Gen Xers as the largest group  
of homebuyers. 

How does the survey translate for resale 
homes? Tim believes new homes inspire 
renovations to older homes and stimulate 
the resale market.  OH

*walk-in  
closet

wantHOMEBUYERS
WHAT 

 10  

“MUST HAVE”  
NEW HOME FEATURES

1. Walk-in closets

2. High-efficiency windows

3. Energy-efficient appliances

4. Overall energy-efficient home

5. Kitchen island

6. Linen closet

7. Open-concept kitchens

8. Large windows

9. Heat-recovery/energy-recovery  
air exchange

10. Certification by a designated  
program (ENERGY STAR,  
Built Green, EnerGuide, etc.)

TOP

10

*kitchen island

*fine  finishes

*energy
 efficient
appliances
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Kitchen Life

An open-concept main floor has ceilings that rise 
to meet a loft and skylights that create a bright 
and airy space. Artwork supplied by Marina 
Randazzo. Staging by Mary Cath Altobelli of 
Alto Interiors. RIGHT: Tania Ganassini and John 
Vetere. Staub enamelled cast iron cookware from 
Nella Cutlery. 

STORY TIFFANY MAYER
PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF
STAGING MARY CATH ALTOBELLI

Chefs Tania Ganassini 
and John Vetere were 
set to become big city 
condo owners when 
Niagara beckoned.

It was late 2014 and the young couple had 
made a deposit on a unit stacked in a high-
rise on Toronto’s bustling Richmond Street. 
They were eager to leave behind their days as 
renters of a 600 sq. ft. space, equipped with 
a roommate, for a place not much bigger, but 
that they could call their own.

Enter Niagara. Well, actually, Tania’s 
father Marco, a home inspector fresh off 
a job in Niagara-on-the-Lake’s Garrison 
Village development. The neighbourhood 
featured new builds with a heritage air, 
including a cluster of bungalow and bungaloft 
townhomes by Brookfield Homes, tucked 
off Niagara Stone Road. Continued on page 47
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ABOVE: A collage wall in the great 
room pays tribute to the couple’s 
relationship. Painting by Marina 
Randazzo. Lamp from Sparkling Lights. 
RIGHT: A bar cart with all the tools fills 
a corner in the great room and makes 
entertaining a breeze. Lamp from 
Sparkling Lights. OPPOSITE: Tania and 
John spend most of their time in the 
kitchen but relax in the living area of 
the great room. Chair and side table 
from Creative Visions Furniture. 

Marco was so impressed by the quality 
of the homes – and their prices – that he 
suggested his daughter and son-in-law take a 
drive to wine country.

So they did. It wasn’t long afterward they 
pulled the plug on that Toronto condo, and 
their careers in the city. Instead, they chose 
1,600 square feet with a small patch of grass, 
and a world of opportunity in Niagara to 
prioritize their health, relationship and a 
slower lifestyle. 

“It was spacious, there was a walk-in 
closet. There were two (bathroom) sinks,” 
Tania says with a laugh. 

It might not have happened had they 
hesitated a moment on the move. The Niagara 
real estate market was poised to explode as 
more Torontonians clued into everything on 
offer across Lake Ontario. Tania’s parents 
eventually bought here as well, and her 
sister, Dani, is renting in St. Catharines as she 
considers where to settle in the region.

“If we waited even a year, we couldn’t have 
afforded it,” she says. “We honestly didn’t 
spend that much more to buy this house 
(instead of the condo).” 

Neither wanted anything big or 
ostentatious. But being chefs, the kitchen had 
to be the focal point of their open-concept 
bungaloft. The space is bright and airy thanks 
to soaring ceilings and generous skylights 
ushering in the day’s glow, which plays off 
walls in Twig by Benjamin Moore. It’s 
where they spend most of their time when 
they’re not at work – John helming Brushfire 
Smoke, his barbecue operation at nearby 
Niagara Oast House Brewers, and Tania 
running Staff Meal Niagara, a joint venture 
with business partner Amanda Ali that 
focuses on plant-based meals and workshops. 

Clean and functional were essential 
traits for their home galley by Barzotti 
Woodworking Ltd. They had three feet of 
counter space in Toronto, so an entire quartz-
capped island in addition to several feet of 
counter meant a kitchen in which they could 
really cook. They also required something else 
they wouldn’t have had in Toronto: a BlueStar 
professional-grade, six-burner gas range.

“That was non-negotiable,” Tania says. “We 
had to have a good-sized island and a big sink. 
Storage space was a bonus. Compared to what 
we had, we were grateful to have more than 
two cupboards.”   Continued on page 48
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 For the first while after moving here, the couple entertained weekly 
in their new home, cooking for family and friends. By themselves, they 
make dinner to the crooning of 60s soul legends Otis Redding and Sam 
Cooke on the sound system. “Our life is food, so we’re in this area all the 
time,” she says. “Even when we’re entertaining, we don’t leave the area. 
This is all we need.” 

As it turns out, so is Niagara. Both Tania and John worked in some of 
Canada’s top kitchens before pulling up stakes in Toronto. Tania, who 
had been drawn to cooking as a child watching her mom prepare the 
Romanian and Israeli foods of her heritage, logged time at Canoe, Café 
Boulud at the Four Seasons, and the Michelin-starred Arco Antico in 
Savona, Italy. John also cut his teeth overseas at Locanda Della Tamerici, 
a Michelin-starred restaurant in Liguria, Italy. In Toronto, he helped 
open Scarpetta, The Chef’s House, A-OK Foods and Yours Truly – 
named Best New Restaurant by Toronto Life magazine in 2012. 

LEFT: A den at the front of the home 
provides quiet space for reading and 
meditating, and features a china cabinet 
with a collection of antique teacups Tania 
was gifted at her wedding shower. ABOVE: 
Tyler Knott Gregson poems, read at the 
couple’s wedding, hang on a collage wall 
dedicated to their relationship. BELOW: 
A large sink, ample counter space and a 
six-burner professional range were essentials 
for these chefs.

Continued on page 50

Sparkling
LIGHTS

5 - 410 Lewis Road  
Stoney Creek, ON  L8E 5Y7 

905.643.7337 | www.sparklinglights.ca
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A tribute to their time in Europe hangs 
in the great room on a collage wall dedicated 
to their relationship. John’s train tickets 
from Liguria to Savona to visit Tania are 
framed amongst Tyler Knott Gregson poetry 
read at their wedding, and other keepsakes 
collected as a couple.

They arrived in Niagara at a sleepy time of 
year though, long after the throngs of tourists 

headed back to reality down the QEW. Tania 
recalls how they “walked in blind” to their 
job prospects here. They had no connections, 
no friends, and not much money. Restaurants 
were bracing for the grind of winter, shrinking 
their kitchens rather than expanding them, 
so the duo started The Norton Underground, 
a supper club that offered exclusive dining 
experiences once a month. “It enabled us to 

make connections very quickly,” Tania recalls. 
“I don’t think that would have happened if we 
holed up somewhere.”

Soon John was hired to work as chef de 
cuisine at Ravine Vineyard Estate Winery, 
and Tania, noticing a dearth of healthy 
eating options, set to work on Staff Meal 
after meeting Amanda while working 
at Oast House. Continued on page 52

The master bath is 
a relaxing oasis with 
separate tub and 
shower. Painting by 
Marina Randazzo.
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On a bit of a lark, Tania, who describes herself as more collaborative 
than competitive, applied to be on season seven of Top Chef Canada, 
which aired on Food Network Canada in April and May. Though she 
didn’t win, she was determined to use her time on a national stage to 
show that plant-based food, her specialty, could be haute cuisine and 
hold fast in competition against dishes with meat as the centrepiece. 

Attesting to her love for collaboration, she’s working with local chef 
Justin Pepe on a shared space set to open later this year.

 Moving here with no professional contacts or job prospects went 
against conventional wisdom, Tania notes.

 “But it was also the best (decision),” she says. “I consider myself 
from here now.”  OH

ABOVE: The master bedroom. Artwork by Paul Elia. Lamps from Sparkling Lights. 
Throw cushions from Mary Cath Altobelli. RIGHT: The couple make smart use of 
the space in the front hall with additional storage. Artwork by Paul Elia. 

905.577.2151  altointeriors.ca   marycath@altointeriors.ca

STANDING MEN
GRAND OPENING of the
PAUL ELIA GALLERY

1167 Cannon Street East, Hamilton, ON
www.paulelia.ca  •  905-296-8850

FRIDAY, JUNE 21st

from 7 - 11pm
show runs from June 21 - August 3, 2019

JanusBY

distinctive designs 
heavy timber trusses 

tables | mantles 
shelves | pergolas  

& more

FREE ESTIMATES CALL:

Wade Daboll  
905.641.8337

RIDGEVILLE, ONTARIO

1044 Cannon St E, Unit C, Hamilton
hamilton@barnboardstore.com 

 @barnboardstore

barnboardstore.com
Leading supplier of  

barnboard, reclaimed  
wood, live edge  

and custom furniture

BarnboardStore_Half.indd   1 2019-06-06   1:41 PM
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BEADBOARD 
No longer just for the cottage, use it on any 
ceiling. In a peaked ceiling, try running the 
boards vertically towards the peak, it will draw 
the eye upwards. A real time saver if placed 
right over a popcorn ceiling.  

COFFERED 
DIMENSIONAL 
You need ceiling height 
to get the full effect of 
this style of finish, as the 
elements can overwhelm 
a nine-foot ceiling. This 
design adds formality and 
looks best in a living or 
dining room. 

INDUSTRIAL
The unfinished, finished 
look is not for everyone. 
Exposed duct work and 
wiring can be a turn off 
to some, while others are 
excited by the conversion 
of industrial spaces 
into housing.

1WOOD  
Reclaimed barn boards add rustic, 
textured character and provide 
an interesting colour palette to 
draw from. Plywood is another 
choice and when sealed with a 
gloss varnish, adds warmth and 
simplicity to a space.

Look up. Is a popcorn ceiling 
staring back at you? If so, it might 
be time for a change. Here’s some 
inspiration for that overlooked 
“fifth wall” in every room.
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Continued on page 56
HOME IMPROVEMENT STORE PRICING. EXPERT SERVICE.

Easy to Clean | Energy Efficient | 25-year Warranty

THE LOOK AND TEXTURE OF A PREMIUM
PAINTED FINISH WITH HALF THE GLOSS standard finish

Buyonegetone

+ Pay No Tax

1/2Price

Lakeport Paint &Wallpaper
117 Lakeport Rd, St Catharines, ON L2N 4R2

Phone: (905) 646-4606

Hartleib Hopkins Colton Paint Centre LTD
41 Maywood Ave, St Catharines, ON L2R 1C5

Phone: (905) 685-5688

EASY TO CLEAN | ENERGY EFFICIENT | 25-YEAR WARRANTY

MCNAMARA & REYNOLDS 
DESIGN CENTRE 

28 Nihan Drive, St. Catharines   
905.934.7978  www.mcandr.com

LAKEPORT PAINT  
 AND WALLPAPER 

117 Lakeport Rd, St. Catharines   
905.646.4606  lakeportpaint.com

9 0 5 . 5 6 3 . 7 6 8 1    w w w . h o m e s b y h e n d r i k s . c o m

dreaming of home . . . your character, your style

baths/kitchensnew homes

additionsrenovations

Exclusive builder of the Estate Collection at Lookout Point. Contact us today to design and build your dream home here!
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METAL
Metal ceiling tiles were 
introduced in the 1800s as an 
affordable alternative to detailed 
plasterwork. Today, reproductions 
are plastic and come in a variety 
of patterns. Of course, if you can 
find the antique tiles, their patina 
and dented appearance will add 
incredible character.

LIGHTING
LED lights come 
in many options 
these days. Pot 
lights are smaller 
and directional and 
bulbs come in cool 
and warm light. LED 
strips or tape come 
in several lengths 
and colours and are 
waterproof.

PAINT  
In some ways, paint is one 
of the easiest ways to finish 
a ceiling, but try to move 
away from white. Stencils, 
stripes, faux finishes 
and glazes will add that 
extra touch or just use a 
high-gloss paint in a rich 
dark colour.

MOULDING
With a seemingly endless 
choice of mouldings 
available, creating a 
design pattern on the 
ceiling is only limited by 
your imagination. Foam or 
plastic ceiling medallions 
can start the design and 
highlight a hanging fixture. 

BEAMS 
If beams are existing and need 
an update they can be re-clad. 
You can paint or stain existing 
beams. Faux wood beams can 
also be added. OH9  
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130 Thorold Rd, Welland, ON  L3C 3V3
www.thomastv.com  905.788.3221

DO YOU HAVE TROUBLE HEARING  
WHAT’S ON TV? WE CAN HELP!

DESIGN . INSTALLATION . CONSULTATION

COME IN FOR A STUNNING SOUND  
EXPERIENCE IN OUR NEW LISTENING ROOMS

LET US HELP YOU CHOOSE THE  
PERFECT TV FOR YOUR SPACE142 Cushman Rd. Unit 6 St. Catharines 

905.688.6222 | cromade.ca

NHBA 2017 Best Kitchen Renovation – DRT Custom Homes 
NHBA 2017 Best Bathroom Renovation – DRT Custom Homes 

NHBA 2017 Best Home Renovation – Homes by Hendriks
OHBA 2017 Best Kitchen – Homes by Hendriks 

OHBA 2018 Best Home Renovation – Homes by Hendriks 
OHBA 2018 Best Kitchen Finalist – DRT Custom Homes

2018 
Awards of 

Distinction

Ontario 
Home Builders’ 
Association
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PAVLOVA
with citrus curd 

THIS MERINGUE-BASED
DESSERT IS CRISPY ON THE
OUTSIDE AND SOFTER INSIDE. 
CITRUS JUICE AND BERRIES
MAKE IT SUMMER FRESH.

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH 

INGREDIENTS

4 egg whites 

Pinch of salt 

¼ cup cold water 

1-¼ cups sugar

1 tsp vanilla extract 

1 tsp vinegar 

1 Tbsp + 1 tsp cornstarch 

INGREDIENTS

4 egg yolks 

¼ cup citrus juice of choice 
(lemon, blood orange, etc.)

1 tsp citrus zest 

¹⁄³ cup sugar 

3 Tbsp unsalted butter  

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 300°F. Line a 
baking sheet with parchment 
paper. Draw a six-inch circle in 
the centre on the side of the 
parchment that will face down. 
This will be your guide when you 
shape the pavlova. 

Combine egg whites and salt 
in a stand mixer and beat on 
medium-high until stiff peaks 
are formed. Be careful not to 
over-whip the egg whites at this 
stage. The egg whites will be 
thick and foamy and a peak will 

DIRECTIONS

Combine all ingredients in 
a double boiler and heat 
on medium-high, stirring 
continuously until mixture 
thickens and coats the back of a 
spoon. Strain curd through a fine 
mesh sieve into a bowl. Cover 
the top of the curd with plastic 
wrap directly on the curd and 
chill until cooled. 

GARNISHES

Fresh whipped cream  
Berries  
Mint  
Powdered sugar 

ASSEMBLE PAVLOVA

Assemble shortly before serving. 
Fill the centre of the pavlova 
with curd, whipped cream and 
berries. Garnish with mint and 
powdered sugar.  OH 

Pavlova Citrus Curd 

Pavlova is named after 
Russian bal lerina 
Anna Pavlova.

form when the beater is lifted 
out of the egg. Turn the mixer 
to low and slowly add the water 
and then the sugar. Turn the 
mixer back up to medium-high 
and beat until stiff peaks are 
again formed. The eggs will be 
thick and glossy. Remove bowl 
from mixer and fold in vanilla, 
vinegar and cornstarch. 

Pile the meringue onto the 
circle on the baking sheet. With 
a spatula, smooth edges and 
top of the pavlova so it almost 
forms a dome. If preferred, 
create ridges in the side of the 
pavlova by swiping the sides in 
an upward motion. 

Bake the pavlova for 30 minutes. 
Do not open oven! Turn oven 
down to 275°F and bake for 
another 45 minutes. Let cool 
completely in the oven for an 
hour or overnight. It is normal 
for the pavlova to crack and the 
centre to sink in. 

Remove from oven when cool.

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

Pavlova.indd   1 2019-06-12   10:50 AM

Since 2002

Award Winning

Custom
Kitchens

H H H H H

Design a life you love! 
Book your no-charge in-showroom consultation today!

www.distinctivedesigns.ca
t 905.646.3694   120 Dunkirk Rd, Unit #4, St Catharines ON   

Creek Road 
Paints

905.468.2412

Have Moved up the Creek to  

1573 Four Mile Creek Rd, Virgil

Follow Us On #upacreek

PAINT . PAPER . BLINDS 
RECLAIMED HOME DÉCOR

905.842.2332
jwarchitect.com

Houses  • Additions • Cottages • Interiors • Landscape

58  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 9

cooking at home



Create a cutlery carry-all for  
al fresco dining on the patio, 

deck or at the cottage. 

PROJECT DAWN MCCONNELL  
PHOTOGRAPHY  TARA CHATTELL

CUTLERY
caddy

1
2
3
4
5

Sand, and if desired, using a jigsaw, cut decorative 
corners out of the pine board. Wipe to remove dust. 
Paint board and let dry thoroughly.

Fasten handle to the top edge of the board. 

Place rings on jars loosely, mark placement of the rings 
on both sides of the board. Remove jars and attach 
rings to the board with screws.

Slip jars into rings and tighten the rings to a snug fit.

Fill with cutlery and napkins.  OH

DIRECTIONS

Make your own template, or use ours! 
Visit ourhomes.ca/mag/cutlerycaddy 
to download a printable template.online

Made with items commonly found in your 
local hardware store, this caddy wil l keep 
outdoor dining necessities organized.

MATERIALS
1 Pine board measuring 
one-inch thick and eight 
inches square

4 3-inch Hose clamps

4 500 ml Mason jars

1 Cabinet handle  
with screws

4 ¾-inch Woodscrews

TOOLS
Jigsaw (if shaped  
corners are desired)

Sandpaper

Cloth

Paint (colour of  
your choice)

Paintbrush

Screwdriver

OH_Summer_2019_Projects_Cutlery Caddy.indd   1 2019-06-10   12:49 PM

Spray-Net is the new way to paint your home. With our patented technology, we formulate a custom 
coati ng for brick, stucco, siding, front & garage doors, and window frames. We engineer a unique paint 
for each surface and every painti ng conditi on. Don’t sett le for conventi onal painti ng. 
Choose the next generati on. Choose Spray-Net — the smart way to a beauti ful home.

Our paint is perfect for brick and siding, 
not to menti on your sense of style.

The smart way to 
a beauti ful home.

SPRAY-NET.COM                 289.799.1811

NOWBEFORE

Visit us 
 for all your  

turf, grass seed, 
fertilizer and 

topsoil needs.

360 Foss Road, Fenwick
905-892-2681

Rhizomatous
Tall Fescue

www.youngsodfarms.com

Growing for over 60 years

• GENERAL CONTRACTING • RENOVATIONS  
• ADDITIONS • DESIGN/BUILD • CARPENTRY

WE DON’T JUST RENOVATE HOUSES

WE CREATE HOMES

905.397.9398   propertyrehab.ca
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7 Clarence St., Port Colborne         / VillagesPortColborne

Discover the stories behind these and other fair trade 
products in-store or online at tenthousandvillages.ca

STYLE 
   with a story.

Give your business the benefit of premium 
exposure and connect, like never before, to 

our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Laurie Lotimer Publisher 
T: 905.516.8933  E: laurie.lotimer@ourhomes.ca

Dee Svob Account Manager 
T: 905.359.2063  E: dee.svob@ourhomes.ca

 SOURCE IT  SOURCE ITTHE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN THE 
NIAGARA REGION AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

HOME. IT’S WHO WE ARE.
For over 100 years, Royal 
LePage REALTORS® have 
helped Canadians find their 
perfect home. We will guide 
you every step of the way – from 
determining what is affordable, 
to showing you homes that 
match your needs and wants, 
to presenting the best offer and 
closing the sale. 

Royal LePage NRC Realty 
is the largest Real Estate 
Brokerage in Niagara, with 14 
offices strategically located to 
service the needs of our clients 
in Niagara, Haldimand and 
surrounding areas. With a sales 
force of almost 400 REALTORS®, 
the Brokerage focuses on 
the training and professional 
development of each team 
member.

The Real Estate market is 
constantly evolving and the 
guidance of a professional 
REALTOR® is more important 
than ever. If you are starting your 
home search on the internet, 
check out royallepage.ca.  
Features such as “Your Perfect 
Life”, that will match properties 
to your lifestyle and the new 
“What’s My Home Worth” 
property value estimator will 
help you disseminate the vast 
amounts of information, prior 
to contacting a Royal LePage 
REALTOR® to fine tune the 
search. 

Let us help you find your 
perfect home. 
Royal Lepage NRC Realty 
33 Maywood Ave,
St. Catharines 
905.688.4561 
royallepage.ca

CREEK ROAD PAINTS
Moore Colour & Moore 
Knowledge – Find the hue and 
product that’s right for you, at 
Creek Road Paints, Benjamin 
Moore!

Now located at 1573 Four 
Mile Creek in Virgil – Creek Road 
Paints has been proudly serving 
homeowners and builders in 
Virgil and Niagara-on-the-Lake 
for over 60 years! Now under 
the ownership of Designer & 
Reclaimed Artist, Sarah Cymba.

Colour Choices have you up 
a creek? Then visit our Colour 
and Design team – here to assist 
our clients in creating beautiful 
spaces and finishes, that will leave 
you wanting Moore. Offering 
step-by-step guides, and expert 
advice for all your painting and 
staining needs. From custom 
stain matches, to in-home 
consultations – our crew has all 
your design needs covered!

We also offer a wide variety 
of tools, products and services, 
a wide selection of premium 
products – all specific to each 
project, Designer wallcoverings 
from the luxurious to economical 
to sustainable, Beautiful Blinds 
& California Shutters – with free 
measuring and installation, 
Reclaimed and Repurposed Art 
and Home Décor, and so much 
Moore!

There’s always something 
Moore projects to explore at 
Creek Road Paints, Benjamin 
Moore!
1573 Four Mile Creek Rd, Virgil  
You can also email us at 
creekroadpaints@cogeco.net  
and Follow us on  and   
@creekroadpaints 
905.468.2412
(Please see ad on pg 59)

THOMAS TV
For over 55 years the Thomas 
family has enjoyed bringing 
the latest in audio/video 
technology to our customers 
in the Niagara region. It has 
always been our priority to stay 
current with the latest trends, 
from wireless audio to asking 
Alexa to make things happen, 
and new developments in TV 
and home theatre systems.

‘More Than Just TV’ 
applies to more than just the 
products we carry, it applies 
to our focus on customer 
service. Our sales consultants 
are interested in helping you 
choose the right TV or sound 
system for your space, and our 
installation team is focused 
on a professional, courteous 
experience where you have all 
your questions answered after 
the installation is complete.  

We invite homeowners that 
are renovating or building to 
visit our showroom to explore 
their options, perhaps audio 
throughout the home or 
control systems that make 
their home even smarter and 
life easier.

For those experiencing 
hearing loss, we can design 
systems that can improve 
your listening experience, for 
music, sports, and movies. We 
recently added more listening 
rooms and a wide range of hi-fi 
audio systems. Listening to 
your music never sounded so 
good! 
130 Thorold Rd, Welland
905.788.3221 | thomastv.com
(Please see ad on pg 57)

SIMPLY WHITE INTERIORS
Simply White Interiors has 
been creating inspirational 
spaces throughout Niagara, 
since 2010. This spring SWI 
unveiled a new studio space, 
designed as a creative 
workspace for clients to 
interact with a team of 
professionals that consists 
of Interior Designers, expert 
Seamstresses, Craftsmen and 
Project Managers.

The new studio’s aim is 
to offer clients everything 
they need to complete their 
interior design projects, in 
one creative space. Visit SWI’s 
new studio showcasing an 
extensive line of products and 
services including:
• Hunter Douglas window 
coverings
• Dash and Albert Carpets
• Custom Furniture and 
Upholstery
• Wall Coverings
• Custom Drapery and 
Hardware
• Bedding
• Extensive Fabric Library for 
all budgets, including these 
lines: Kravet, Duralee, Maxwell, 
Stout, JF Fabrics, Fabriccut, 
Barrow, Ennis, Robert Allen, 
Avant Garde, Trend

The SWI creative team 
is on-site and dedicated 
to seeing all your projects 
through, from inspired creative 
concepts to impeccable 
installations.

SWI looks forward to 
creating with you. 
347 Airport Rd, Unit 3, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake
905.708.4784 | swi.design
(Please see ad on pg 9)

LINCOLN DESIGN HOUSE
Nestled in the small town of 
Beamsville, Lincoln Design 
House has all your design needs 
under one roof. 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING 
NEW SERVICES! Whether 
you are looking to redesign 
your living room with new 
flooring, furniture and window 
treatments, or more extensively 
looking to renovate your tired 
kitchen with new cabinetry, 
quartz countertops, flooring, 
pot lights, paint and furniture, 
Lincoln Design House promises 
you quality custom products, 
trusted friendly service and 
innovative technology.  

Our design team works with 
each client individually – we 
build our business on the 
connection and relationship 
that we develop with our clients. 
Each project is just as important 
to us as to our customers.  

Our community is very 
important to us and that is why 
we have partnered with local 
trades and distributors to offer 
products and services that are 
Canadian custom made.  

After years of experience 
in the flooring business, we 
are very passionate about 
the direction our company is 
taking. Our intent is to make 
every house a home. 
If you would like to book  
an in-store consultation  
please contact us at  
info@lincolndesignhouse.ca 
Come Visit our  
HUGE 17,000 Sq Ft  
Design Showroom:  
4548 Ontario St, Beamsville 
905.563.0070 
lincolndesignhouse.ca
(Please see ad on pg 5)

HAMILTON TO NIAGARA 
WELCOMES CONDO 
STARTS AND REVAMPING  
First time buyers and empty 
nesters are happily benefiting 
from the bustling condo  
market our real estate market  
is offering! 

If you look closely you can 
see all the new high rises going 
up in our city and beyond – from 
downtown to the waterfront 
and on down the shores of 
Lake Ontario, our horizon is 
changing. 

This new development is 
supplying commuting buyers 
as well as investors looking to 
rent and couples looking to 
downsize with opportunities 
that a few years ago were 
hard to find in our area. These 
properties are being benefited 
by the ever expanding GO 
services. 

We are also seeing a lot of 
rejuvenation in the older condo 
buildings our City of Hamilton 
put up years ago – lots of these 
buildings offer units with much 
more square footage than the 
newer buildings offer; these 
are of particular interest for our 
baby boomers who are used to 
their space and things. 

If you are in the condo 
market, please don’t hesitate to 
give me a call, I’m here to help 
out with your questions and 
purchases.
Jennifer Daniel  
Sales Representative 
Judy Marsales Real Estate 
905.522.3300 
daniel@judymarsales.com  
jenniferdaniel.ca
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HISTORYIN POWER GLEN

Honouring

ChefsAT HOME

WANT
WHAT HOMEBUYERS

FINANCEA CUSTOM HOME

+MEET THE MASTERS  OF BACKYARDLiving

You can pick up your free 
copy of OUR HOMES at 
the following locations:

SOME OF 
THE PLACES
YOU CAN 
FIND US.

Complete and comprehensive coverage throughout The Niagara Region: 
GRIMSBY, LINCOLN, ST. CATHARINES, NIAGARA FALLS, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, 

FONTHILL, WELLAND, FORT ERIE & THE PORT COLBORNE AREA & all points in between.

Many of our advertisers also have OUR HOMES on display in their establishments  
for you to pick up and enjoy! Look for them while visiting throughout the area!

Alfieri Floor Experts  19 Lincoln St, Welland

Aristocrat Floors of the World  256 Bunting Road, St-Catharines 

Benjamin Moore Shops  Throughout the area

Bathworks  443 Eastchester Ave E, St. Catharines

Creek Road Paints  1596 Four Mile Creek Rd, Virgil

Distinctive Designs & Cabinetry Inc.  120 Dunkirk Rd, St. Catharines

Don’s Light House  296 Lake St, St. Catharines

Dunn’s Furniture  255 Bunting Rd, St. Catharines

Enns Cabinetry  36 Scott St W, St. Catharines

Habitat for Humanity  Throughout the area 

Hamiltons of Pelham  306 Canboro Rd., Ridgeville 

Henley Honda  308 Lake St, St. Catharines 

Interiors by Better Shade  469 Glendale Ave, St. Catharines 

Lakeport Paint and Wallpaper  117 Lakeport Rd, St. Catharines 

Lincoln Design House  4548 Ontario St, Beamsville 

McNamara & Reynolds  28 Nihan Drive, St. Catharines 

Nickerson Appliances  50 Russell Ave, St. Catharines 

Rinaldi Homes  Available at Model Homes 

Royal LePage  36 Main St E, Grimsby 
and offices throughout the Niagara Region

Simply White  347 Airport Rd, Niagara-On-The-Lake 

Sobeys Stores  Throughout the area 

Stamford Fireplaces  6997 Oakwood Dr, Niagara Falls 

Ten Thousand Villages  7 Clarence St, Port Colborne 

The Furniture Gallery  175 Dieppe Rd (beside Q.E.W.), St. Catharines 

The One Stop Fireplace Shop  4332 Drummond Rd, Niagara Falls 

Thomas TV  130 Thorold Rd, Welland 

Vermeer’s Garden Centre & Flower Shop  684 S Pelham Rd, Welland
3Claim your business listing and expand your online presence
3Generate leads from THE LIST’s Lead Forms   3Geo targeting

3Improve brand awareness and increase local visibility
3Enhance your profile with product/service descriptions, pictures and testimonials

3Strengthen your business’s reputation   3Boost your SEO   3 Increase traffic to your website

If you or your business offers services or products for homes in Ontario, 
customers will find you on THE LIST by OUR HOMES. 

Regional OUR HOMES magazines saturate 14 local markets in Ontario,  
connecting our advertisers to over 5,000,000* readers annually. 

*Source – Google Analytics/Salt Strategy 2016 Readership Survey

Amplify your company’s market opportunities with our expanding reach!

thelist.ourhomes.ca

Ontario’s Most Comprehensive Homes-Related Online Directory

RENOVATIONS BUILDERS LANDSCAPING REAL ESTATE KITCHEN & BATH FURNITURE WINDOWS & DOORS DESIGNERS

CLAIM YOUR LISTING NOW!

TheList.indd   1 2019-06-07   4:00 PM

celebrating life at home

OUR inspiration 
becomes YOUR reality

Home Tours, Style Ideas, 
Recipes & DIYs

Follow OUR HOMES on Pinterest, Facebook 

and Instagram for the latest updates

RECENT TOP POST  
Home Tour / Owen Sound

RECENT TOP PIN  
Home Tour / London

RECENT TOP POST  
Home Tour / Grafton 



THE EXPERTS
up close PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

Meet locals who are 
passionate about helping 
you tailor your home.

TONY ALFIERI
PRESIDENT

Windrush Hill & Niagara  
Home Builders’ Association,  
St. Catharines

Windrush Hill is Niagara’s leading 
renovation contractor, providing quality 
results in a professional transparent style. 
Our goal is to make your design dreams 
come true while adding enjoyment, 
value and equity to your family home. 
Homeowners who seriously wish to invest 
in creative and functional design seek out 
our knowledge and expertise. 

AT WORK
Secret To Success: Integrity.

Latest Project: Modern 
showstopper in Old Glenridge. 

Current Trend: Reinventing interior 
spaces without adding square footage. 

Splurge On: Custom front entry 
systems. Biggest Feat: Creating 

clients’ dream homes.

AT HOME
Neighbourhood: St. 

Catharines’ south end. Vacation 

Plans: England in July. To-do List: 
Spring cleaning home and cottage. 
Favourite Spot: Backyard fireplace 

lounge. Green Thumb or Black 

Thumb: Kind of green, 
partly black.

Continued on page 68

 
AT WORK

Business Philosophy: Provide 
quality products and installation with 

great customer service. Essential Daily 

Task: Curate flooring and wall options 
to excite even the unexcitable. Current 

Trend: The 70s, four-by-four glazed tile in 
emerald, blush and ocean blue. Small 

Change With Big Impact: Colour. 
Paint it if it can’t move. 

SUMMER FUN
Summer Plans: To use this 

fabulous palette bar we built for 
our 60th anniversary party last summer. 
Easy to build, more fun to lean on. Ice 

Cream or Frozen Yogurt: Ice cream all 
the way. Beach Day or Pool Day: Pool 
day – less algae. To-do List: Changes 

in the showroom. Home fashion 
doesn’t stand still.

Aristocrat Floors of the World, St. Catharines

Aristocrat Floors just celebrated more than 60 years in business 
with a huge outdoor summer bash. Creating a party venue was 
easy with a little imagination and a lot of elbow grease. We used 
palettes from our warehouse for two 15-foot bars to anchor to 
the rest of our décor. Our design team, led by Rhoda Cipparone, 
added touches that take ordinary to extraordinary – something 
we pride ourselves on with every project. Aristocrat offers 
Niagara’s largest selection and most trendsetting materials, 
including hardwood, porcelain tile, luxury vinyl and carpet.

Back Row:  

BORIS, WENDY, ALLEN, 
MATT, CINDY, EMMA, 
JESSICA, RHODA & TOM 
Front Row:  

SHAUNA, DIANA, KALIL  
& ALEXIS 
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Continued on page 70

AT WORK
Business Philosophy: 

Commitment to excellence, quality 
workmanship. Favourite Project: Every 
project. Small Change With Big Impact: 
Planting – instant curb appeal. Essential 

Daily Task: Jack: Design/management; 
Eric: General operations; Dan: 

Management communication. Current 

Trend: Clean lines, minimalism 
and vegetable gardens.

 
 

AT HOME
Neighbourhood: Pelham. To-Do-

List: Eric: Finish cottage renos. Dan: 
Finish my barn. Favourite Place At 

Home After Work: Jack and Dan: In 
our backyards. Dog or Cat: Eric and 

Dan: Dog. Currently Reading: 

Eric: Side by Side by Edward 
T. Welch. Jack: Cujo by 

Curtis Joseph.

DAN BURKE
PART OWNER 

JACK DEKORTE  
& ERIC DEKORTE
OWNERS

DeKorte’s Landscaping / DeKorte’s Maintenance Group, Pelham

DeKorte’s Landscaping has a long history of beautifying properties in the 
Niagara area. Over the years, we’ve gained an invaluable body of landscape 
knowledge. From design, through the construction process, to maintaining 
your property, we know what works in every environment, and what will  
truly last through the years.

AT WORK
Business Philosophy: Quality 

products at the best prices. Hot Item: 
Connecting your window coverings 

with Google Home. Top Service: Free 
in-home design consultation with our expert 

designers. Quick Update: Come into our 
showroom to see how a pop of colour on 

your windows can update your whole 
room. Success Secret: We treat our 

customers like family.

JORDAN CECCHI 
AT HOME

Dream Vacation: Island of Okinawa, 
Japan. Dog or Cat: Dog – our 16-year-

old store mascot, Pierre. Favourite Part 

Of Summer: Enjoying the beautiful 
sunsets. Beach Day or Hike: Beach 

day. Breakfast: A wholesome 
smoothie to super-

charge the day.

Interiors by Better Shade, St. Catharines

Come see Ontario’s largest Hunter Douglas interactive area plus 
Own The Light, the first ever motorized Skylift system on display at 
a retail store. Our newly designed showroom will provide a new idea 
for every window. View all the colours of the season and all operating 
systems that Hunter Douglas offers, including every blind in a power 
function and full Google Home automation. We offer the latest and 
greatest in window coverings as well as furniture.

JOHN FIORINO, ALIVIA 
LOEWEN, JORDAN  
CECCHI, MELISSA REY,  
TINA LARSEN, ANNE  
CLARKSON, JANICE  
BAKER & DAVE CECCHI
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SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

AT WORK
Latest Project: Main floor 

renovation in Port Colborne.
Most Important Task For The Day: 

Thank my staff for their contribution. 
Secret To Success: Passion, tenacity and 
listening. Current Trends: Cool greys and 

honed finished counters. Worth The 

Splurge: Great looking hardware, 
quartz countertops. Comfortable 

stools are a must.

AT HOME
Neighbourhood: Fonthill.

Favourite Room: My kitchen, 
of course. Flower Garden or 

Vegetable: Flower. Coffee, Tea 
or Smoothie To Start Your 

Day: Coffee, black.

ANNE  
LENNARD-OTTO
OWNER AND PRINCIPAL DESIGNER

Distinctive Designs & Cabinetry Inc., 
St. Catharines

Passion and creating precise visions are 
what sets the tone for Distinctive Designs 
& Cabinetry customer experiences. From 
the moment you begin your no-charge, 
in-showroom consultation, you’ll have the 
comfort of knowing your investment will be 
taken seriously. You can rely on the expertise 
of our approachable educated designers to 
create a timeless space that will surpass your 
expectations.  OH

BUILDING THE NIAGARA LIFESTYLE SINCE 1955

Imagine the exhilarating lifestyle you’ve always dreamed of. A stunningly 

beautiful community where neighbours make you feel at home before 

you even arrive! Golf, boating, parks, wineries, miles of trails all  

minutes from every exclusive Rinaldi Homes community.

Attention to detail, excellent customer service, and a passion for award-

winning homebuilding are the cornerstones of Rinaldi Homes’ success.

ALL THE BELLS & WHISTLES – CONTACT US TODAY!

 
FROM

WELCOME TO NIAGARA!

$399,900*

RinaldiHomes_Sp19.indd   1 2019-02-21   5:29 PM
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Welcome To The Neighbourhood!

ALL THE VISITS ARE FREE  |  NO OBLIGATION  |  COMPLIMENTS OF LOCAL BUSINESSES

Bringing Local Community Information and Gifts
Welcome Wagon offers part-time career opportunities in your community.

Visit our website to register: www.welcomewagon.ca or call 1.844.299.2466

Moving or new to 
the community?

Planning a 
wedding?

Expecting or  
had a baby?

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email laurie.lotimer@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 905.516.8933.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/niagara. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

ARCHITECTS/ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/ 
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNOLOGISTS/
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
Designs by Santy, 33

John Willmott Architect, Inc, 59

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES/ 
STUDIOS/WORKSHOPS
Jennifer Emily Atelier, 19

Paul Elia Gallery, 53

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION/
ELECTRONICS/SMART HOME  
TECHNOLOGY
Thomas TV, 57, 62

AUTOMOBILE
Henley Honda, 80

Subaru of Niagara, 80

BUILDERS
Hahn Homes, 15

Homes By Hendriks, 55

Rinaldi Homes, 71

Timber Frame Solutions Inc., 35

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Burnstein Brick, 33

St. Catharines Building Supplies Inc., 33

Stark Lumber Co Limited, 33

CABINETS & MILLWORK/CARPENTRY/ 
FINE WOODWORKING/CUSTOM 
FURNITURE
Barnboardstore.com, 53

Cromade Custom Cabinetry, 57

Distinctive Designs & Cabinetry Inc., 59

Enns Cabinetry, 49

Silver Creek Custom Cabinetry, 33

W.L. Daboll Timber Framing, 53

Elm Ridge Lighting & Interiors, 19

Sparkling Lights, 49

MOVING & STORAGE
Mountaineer Movers Limited, 15

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
The Bench, 4

OUTDOOR FURNITURE/STRUCTURES
Aztec Enclosures, 21

PAINTING & DECORATING
Creek Road Paints, 59, 63

Home Hardware, 79

CHARITABLE/NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATIONS
Habitat for Humanity, 23

Ten Thousand Villages, 63

Welcome Wagon, 73

COUNTERTOPS
First In Counters, 13

DRYWALL/PLASTER/STUCCO
Property Rehab, 61

ELECTRICAL
Verhoef Electric, 15

FABRIC/UPHOLSTERY/CANVAS
Simply White Interiors, 9, 62

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/ 
MORTGAGE/INVESTING
Women and Real Estate, 3

FLOORING
Aristocrat Floors of the World, 9
Lincoln Design House, 5, 62

McNamara & Reynolds, 55

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR/ 
ACCENTS/GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES
Dunn’s Furniture Fashions, 11

Interiors by Better Shade, 6, 7

Lincoln Design House, 5, 62

Simply White Interiors, 9, 62

Stoney Creek Furniture, 2
Ten Thousand Villages, 63

The Furniture Gallery, 39

Lakeport Paint and Wallpaper, 55

McNamara & Reynolds, 55

Spray-Net, 61

PLUMBING
Bathworks, 51

POOLS, SPAS, HOT TUBS & SAUNAS
Aqua-Blue Pools, Spas & Bath Fixtures, 21

REAL ESTATE
Judy Marsales Real Estate –  
	 Jennifer Daniel, 62

Royal Lepage NRC Realty –  
	 Mary Couturier, 3
Royal Lepage NRC Realty –  
	 Ryan Johnstone, 63

SKYLIGHTS
Niagara Skylights, div of The One Stop  
	 Fireplace Shop/Solatube, 35

SOLARIUMS & SUNROOMS
Aztec Enclosures, 21

WINDOW TREATMENTS
Interiors by Better Shade, 6, 7

Lincoln Design House, 5, 62

McNamara & Reynolds, 55

The Drapery Workroom, 33

WINDOWS & DOORS
Crowland Sash & Frame, 37

GARDEN CENTRES/ 
GREENHOUSES/NURSERIES
Vermeer’s Garden Centre &  
	 Flower Shop, 53

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
Thomas TV, 57, 62

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
Carlian Contracting, 19

Home Hardware, 79

Niagara Skylights, div of The One Stop  
	 Fireplace Shop/Solatube, 35

Property Rehab, 61

Windrush Hill, 59

INTERIOR DECORATING/INTERIOR 
DESIGN/HOME STAGING
Alto Interiors, 53

Elegant Living Decorating, 15

Lincoln Design House, 5, 62

Simply White Interiors, 9, 62

KITCHEN & BATH
Aqua-Blue Pools, Spas & Bath Fixtures, 21

Bathworks, 51

Cromade Custom Cabinetry, 57

Distinctive Designs & Cabinetry Inc., 59

Enns Cabinetry, 49

Lincoln Design House, 5, 62

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE/ 
LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
Creative Garden Designs, 23

DeKorte’s Landscaping, 37

Young Sod Farms, 61

LIGHTING
Don’s Light House, 13
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7. PLASTER
Material: Clay, lime, Venetian, gypsum 
or tadelakt plaster each has its own 
pros and cons.

Installation: Professional trowel 
installation recommended. Pre-planning 
is required to ensure proper backing is 
installed as some plasters require wire 
mesh or blue board, while clay plaster 
requires a primer with added sand for 
adhesion. 

Pros: Beautiful, timeworn aesthetic 
adds a depth and luminosity to walls 
that is impossible to achieve with paint 
and drywall. Plasters are generally more 
durable than drywall. Generally sanding is 
not required and therefore dust is limited 
at time of install. All-natural materials and 
low VOCs. 

Cons: Costly and time-consuming to install.  

Application: A splurge for rooms you’d 
really like to highlight. For tadelakt, use 
it in areas that require waterproofing 
(showers or perhaps a kitchen or bath 
backsplash).  OH

1. WALLPAPERS OR 
WALLCOVERINGS
Material: Rolls or sheets of grasscloth, 
paper, cellulose or vinyl. Whether foil, 
flocked, embossed, block printed or 
textured paper, there is an endless 
selection of patterns and colours. 

Installation: It is generally recommended 
to hire a professional, but if you’re up for 
a challenge, do-it-yourself types often 
hang their own paper. Ensure you do the 
proper prep work – plot out the install, 
level everything, smooth the surface, have 
all the tools required and know whether 
you have a pre-pasted wallpaper or if 
you require an adhesive. Always check 
the pattern repeat, as it will affect the 
coverage provided per roll.

Pros: Natural fibres breathe and add 
an element of Mother Nature to the 
space, while vinyl is highly durable, stain 
and moisture resistant, colourfast and 
scrubbable. You can completely change 
the overall look and feel of a space with a 
wallcovering. 

Cons: Natural fibres are more delicate, 
less scrubbable and more susceptible to 
sun fading. Vinyl cannot breathe. If selling 
is in your immediate future, perhaps give 
wallpaper a pass as some potential buyers 
can be hesitant. 

Application: An entire room or a simple 
accent wall. Powder rooms are a great 
place to try out a bold print.
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Painted drywall is the 
traditional interior wall finish 
in new home builds and 
renovations. However, there 
are countless alternative 
materials and finishes for 
walls that can create a 
significant visual impact while 
also defining your style. Here 
are seven wall treatments and 
the areas of your home you 
might want to splurge on for 
the best investment.

4. SHIPLAP 

Material: Typically either long planks of 
MDF or a paint-grade poplar, installed 
horizontally. Traditional shiplap has a 
special rabbet or notch cut on the long 
edges of the boards to aid in spacing.

Installation: Can be a DIY project with the 
proper tools.

Pros: Texture, visual interest, improved 
durability of walls in high traffic areas. 
Typically white, but shiplap can be painted 
any colour you desire. Gives a farmhouse 
or coastal vibe.

Cons: Can collect dust.

Application: Great for accent walls, 
mudrooms or laundry rooms. 

3. BARN BOARD
Material: Weathered boards, generally 
but not exclusively sourced from a barn.

Installation: Can be a DIY project with the 
proper tools.

Pros: Texture, visual interest, improved 
durability of walls in high-traffic areas. 
Provides a natural, rustic aesthetic. 
Commonly planks are installed 
horizontally but can be used to create 
various patterns such as herringbone.

Cons: Can collect dust.

Application: Great for accent walls, 
mudrooms or laundry rooms. 

2. TILE
Material: Porcelain, ceramic, slate, 
limestone, glass, mosaics, cement 
encaustic or marble.

Installation: Professional installation is 
generally recommended. Labour cost will 
vary depending upon size and style of tile 
and design of pattern and layout. 

Pros: Easy to wipe up and clean, durable 
finish, waterproof when installed correctly.

Cons: Cleaning grout lines. Natural stones 
require a sealant to be applied a couple 
of times per year, or more frequently 
depending upon use and exposure.

Application: Great for bathrooms, powder 
rooms, kitchen backsplashes or fireplaces.

6. STONE OR  
BRICK VENEER
Material: Natural or manufactured stone 
and brick, generally sold in pieces by 
square foot or in sheets.

Installation: For masonry work, hiring a 
stonemason is recommended. Labour 
cost will vary depending upon the 
stone and method of installation. Sheet 
veneers can generally be managed by the 
average DIYer.

Pros: Strong visual impact. Can provide 
good return on investment. Non-
combustible and available in a wide 
variety of styles and colours. 

Cons: Can collect dust. Manufactured 
stone veneer products are formed and 
often a repeating pattern will emerge. 
With a natural material every piece comes 
from the earth and has its own uniqueness 
but requires cutting and fitting.

Application: Focal walls or fireplaces. 

5. WAINSCOTTING  
OR APPLIED TRIM 
Material: Tongue-and-groove 
wainscotting, bead board, board-and-
batten and traditional applied-panel 
details are available in wood or MDF.

Installation: A trim carpenter is generally 
recommended however, depending upon 
the complexity of the installation, an avid 
DIYer can attempt with the proper tools.

Pros: Instant character and charm to a 
room, adds an element of elegance, great 
texture for visual interest and is more 
durable than drywall.

Cons: Can collect dust, can be costly 
depending upon species of wood 
selected and installation method for 
desired aesthetic.

Application: Dining rooms, dens, 
bedrooms or hallways. 
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Natural or manufactured stone can 
provide a good return on investment.
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This water feature was built using U-Cara
in Pitched Granite Fusion accented with
Umbriano in Midnight Sky and Natural
Stone in Greyfield.

Living outside is what we do in 
summer. It’s true, outdoor 
recreation rooms are a huge 
splurge. Just imagine the 
possibilities. We’ve picked 
a selection of must-have 
hardscape materials to create 
your backyard oasis.   

HARDSCAPES
beautiful

PORCELAIN OUTDOOR TILE
PERMACON  * 
MIRAGE 
NOON:

DAYLIGHT

MIRAGE 
NOON: 
EMBER

MIRAGE 
NOON: 

CHARCOAL

TOP LOWER PAVER:
Elegance Richcliff pavers

in Dawn Mist with a
Courtstone accent Basalt.
GRILL ISLAND, WALL &

WATER FEATURE: Brussels
Dimensional Stone in

Limestone with Natural
Stone coping in Black River.

:*

SMOOTH 
OPAL

GREYFIELD
BLACK 
RIVER

LIMESTONE
PITCHED 
GRANITE 
FUSION

Unilock’s U-Cara 
Multi-face Wall 
System in Pitched 
Granite Fusion 
with accents in 
Smooth Opal. The 
treads and coping 
are in Unilock 
Natural Stone. 

STONE 
SURFACES 
UNILOCK  

OH_Summer_2019_Hardscapes.indd   1 2019-05-29   4:53 PM

NATURAL STONE VENEERS 
ERTHCOVERINGS*

LAVASTONE:  
STRIPS 

FOSSIL:
CASCADE

*CONTEMPORARY OUTDOOR 
SURFACES 
DEKTON BY COSENTINO

*DESIGNER STONE
SHOULDICE  OH    

BONDED FACADE: 
Zenith, Solid Collection.

OUTDOOR COUNTERTOP:
Orix, Industrial Collection.

FLOORING: Nilium,
Industrial Collection. 

Q-STONE:
ALMOND CARIBOO: 

ROCKFACE

ESTATE STONE: 
HAMPTON

OH_Summer_2019_Hardscapes.indd   2 2019-05-29   4:54 PM
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COCKTAIL
Campf ire

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

INGREDIENTS

Chocolate chips  

Graham crackers  

Amaretto 

Bourbon 

Stout of choice  

Roasted marshmallows

DIRECTIONS

To prepare rim, melt chocolate 
chips (in the microwave, on the 
stove or over the campfire). 
Crush graham crackers on 
a plate. Spread the melted 
chocolate along rim and dip 
into graham crackers to coat. Fill 
glass with ice and add ½ ounce 
each of Amaretto and bourbon. 
Top with stout and garnish with a 
roasted marshmallow.  OH

You don’t need 
an open flame 
to create this 
campfire-inspired 
summer cocktail. 

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

Good_Taste_Campfire_Cocktail.indd   1 2019-04-24   10:18 AM

There’s no better way to 
protect wood.

Only Beauti-Tone’s Wood•Shield Best 
stains are made in Canada and specially 
formulated to withstand the extremes of 
our unique climate. Easy to apply, 
Wood•Shield Best stains have excellent 
adhesion and penetration, rejuvenating 
wood surfaces for long-lasting durability 
and protection – perfect for decks, siding, 
and more. Plus, they’re available in all the 
right colours.

Available exclusively at Home Hardware and Building Centre locations. 
beauti-tone.ca
Available exclusively at Home Hardware and Building Centre locations. 

stain_beautitone.indd   1 2019-02-07   3:38 PM
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905 934-3379    I   308 Lake St   I   St. Catharines      

henleyhonda.com subaruofniagara.ca

905 934-SUBY (7829)    I   375 Lake St   I   St. Catharines      

of

Honda CRV Subaru FORESTER

Honda PASSPORT Subaru CROSSTREK

Honda PILOT Subaru OUTBACK

ON  LAKE STREET IN ST CATHARINES
2019  SUBARUS NOW ON THE LOTNEW HONDAS IN STOCK

Alex Digenis
Dealer


