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love where you live
KIM GINNY

Niagara. Home to Canada’s most well-known wineries and lush fruit farms. Now is a great
time to capitalize on excellent real estate value in Niagara, whether you want to make it your

home, a weekend escape from the city or an incredible place to retire.

Contact Kim & Ginny, award-winning specialists in residential real estate  

Specializing in residential real estate in St Catharines & Twenty Valley

“Kim and Ginny are the ultimate professionals, they are supportive and 
provide excellent advice and guidance. They have an extensive list of 

potential buyers for Niagara and had viewings booked before we were 
even live online. Kim and Ginny are ranked in the top 5% and yet they 

made us feel like we were their only client.” Phil & Dianne Kirwin 

Ranked in the Top 5% of Royal LePage Canada 

Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialists 

40+ years of combined experience

Niagara Real Estate Centre
Brokerage; Independently Owned and Operated

Kim Kunselman & Ginny Snihur 
Daughter & Mother Sales Representative Team

kimandginny.ca • 905.704.8998
Office: 905.688.4561

BUY IN NIAGARA & 
LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE.
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TWO GREAT STORES >> ONE CONVENIENT LOCATION >> 19 Lincoln Street, Welland ON

SICO® MUSE™ is our most sophisticated paint yet. 
Featuring unique TOUCH RESIST TECHNOLOGY™, it 
provides your colours with longer lasting richness 
and depth. This 100% acrylic two-in-one interior 
paint combines a primer and mould-resistant 
paint to ensure greater durability.

INSPIRED BY THE 
GRANDEUR OF 
YOUR IDEAS.
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BRING YOUR  
WALLS TO LIFE

PERSONALIZE 
YOUR SPACE

905.735.3882
www.alfierifloorexperts.ca

905.735.1288
www.thepaintcan.ca

Ask About 
our In-Store 
Financing

PaintCan_Alfieri_W15.indd   1 2015-11-25   10:29 AM
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Certified Fabricator

905.680.0771 . anfratile.ca 
anfratile@bellnet.ca    
13085 Lundy’s Lane (Hwy 20) 
Niagara Falls (Thorold), ON  L2E 6S4

50 Russell Ave., St. Catharines, ON
905-685-9075 • 1-888-378-1945 nickersonappliances.com  

Designers 
depend on us. 
You can too.

Bosch

Complete and comprehensive coverage throughout The Niagara Region: 
GRIMSBY, LINCOLN, ST. CATHARINES, NIAGARA FALLS,

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, FONTHILL, WELLAND, FORT ERIE
& THE PORT COLBORNE AREA and all points in between.

Many of our advertisers also have OUR HOMES on display in 
their establishments for you to pick up and enjoy! Look for 

them while visiting all the great places throughout the area!

OUR HOMES is also sent via direct delivery to  
homes in the area; it is also distributed free of  

charge to business leaders throughout the region.

Alfieri Floor Experts  19 Lincoln St, Welland

Anfra Tile & Stone  13085 Lundys Lane (Hwy 20), Niagara Falls 

Bathworks  443 Eastchester Ave E, St. Catharines

Benjamin Moore Decorating Centres   
4958 King St, Beamsville 

258 Merritt St, St. Catharines 
477 Niagara St, Welland 

4009 Elberta Ave, Niagara Falls

Don’s Light House  296 Lake St, St. Catharines

Elves Flooring & Design  4514 Ontario St, Beamsville 

The Furniture Gallery  175 Dieppe Rd (beside Q.E.W.), St. Catharines 

Golia Flooring  6710 Drummond Rd, Niagara Falls

Henley Honda  308 Lake St, St. Catharines 
Subaru of Niagara  375 Lake St, St. Catharines

Nickerson Home Appliances  50 Russell Ave, St. Catharines 

Royal LePage 
33 Maywood Ave, St. Catharines 
637 Niagara St Unit 2, Welland  

and offices throughout the Niagara Region

Simply White  347 Airport Rd, Niagara-On-The-Lake 

Sobeys Stores  Throughout the area 

The Paint Can  19 Lincoln St, Welland

Ten Thousand Villages  7 Clarence St, Port Colborne 

Turkstra Lumber 
4555 Kent Ave, Niagara Falls  
308 Gorham Rd, Ridgeway 
304 Station St, Smithville 

Vermeer’s Garden Centre & Flower Shop  684 S Pelham Rd, Welland 
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II CAN’T LIE. I’m on Team Summer, having built enough snowmen in 
my childhood to work winter out of my system. But that’s not saying 
this season is without its perks.

When the weather is sweltering, I give in to my cat-like tendencies 
and spend as much time as I can in the heat. But when it’s cold, I seek 
warmth in my home, and not just because I have the furnace cranked. 

There’s something to be said about embracing the great indoors 
while Old Man Winter barks at our door. It’s salve for my soul to hover 
over a pot of homemade soup or stew in my kitchen, and fill our house 
with smells that provide aromatherapy for any winter blahs that may 
come with shorter days and longer nights.

Sliding my feet into slippers every night when I walk through the 
door is another wintertime ritual I take up and love. I start to live for 
curling up on the couch to watch a movie when it seems too unbearably 
cold to go out to the theatre instead. It doesn’t matter that I always fall 
asleep and miss the ending. It’s the cocooning that carries me through.

In this issue of OUR HOMES The Niagara Region you’ll be taken 
on tours of two homes that emanate warmth and comfort – the perfect 
antidote to cold weather. Our Style Picks will have you embracing the 
season indoors and our Comfort Zone will leave you wanting to get 
warm and cosy with two people passionate about living the good life at 
home in any season.

And me? Well, I’ll be in my kitchen cooking away until I can turn 
off the furnace again and trade those slippers for sandals. Or maybe I’ll 
try my hand at another one of those snowmen for old time’s sake – with 
lots of breaks to warm up indoors, of course. 

Tiffany Mayer, Managing Editor
tiffany mayer@ourhomes.ca

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

347 Airport Road  |  Niagara-on-the-Lake  |  shopsimplywhite.com  |  905.708.4784

Looking for an expert eye to guide the design of your living space? 

Simply White has the team, expertise, relationships and resources to take your 
space beyond your wildest expectations.

Simply White FINAL NOV-15 Half Pg AD OPEN HOME.indd   1 2015-11-04   10:09 AM

EXCLUSIVE DEALER OF DXV AMERICAN STANDARD PRODUCTS         AJAX  •   BARRIE   •   BELLEVILLE   •   K INGSTON  •   ST.  CATHARINES

Love Your SpaceFOR A SPACE
LESS ORDINARY 443 EASTCHESTER AVE. EAST, ST. CATHARINES  •  905 688 8887

NEWLY RENOVATED
SHOWROOM

FRIENDLY IN-STORE SERVICE  
& IN-STORE DESIGN CONSULTANT

TILE | HARDWOOD | BACKSPLASH & ACCENT MOSAICS 

STONE | LAMINATE | LUXURY VINYL TILE | CARPET  

BLINDS/SHUTTERS | CONCRETE POLISHING

6710 Drummond Rd., Niagara Falls
905.354.7447 

www.goliaflooring.com

Also home to:

*

*Limited Time Only

UP 
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		  Cosy & Warm
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		  Staying Power
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		  Victorian Reconstruction
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		  Bringing The World Home

Around the world  
in a few rooms.
Story, page 28.
Photography by  
Kelly Horkoff.
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CALL ROMAN’S SELL PHONE   905.734.4545

I N T E G R I T Y    |    E X P E R I E N C E    |    R E S U LT S

www.ROMANSHOMES.com
CHANDA GIANCOLA* ROMAN GROCHOLSKY* MICHAEL GROCHOLSKY*

NIAGARA REAL ESTATE CENTRE, BROKERAGE 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

65 Forest Ridge Court . Welland . $464,900

Set in the beautiful Estates of Forest Ridge, this 1,630 square foot bungalow was expertly built by 
KARISMA Homes. From the fixtures to the floors – every inch of this home exudes luxury and class. 

Offering an open concept main floor design, 3+1 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms and a fully finished basement, this home is as 
spacious as it is beautiful. Main floor living areas are lovingly adorned by maple hardwood flooring and polished porcelain 

tiles. The stunning maple kitchen is well equipped with premium granite, pantry, conversation island, tile backsplash, 
and valence lighting. A large dinette with garden door access to the rear yard provides even more space to entertain. 

Featuring a gas fireplace with a custom mantle and an extra wide 9-foot glass door leading to the rear covered deck (with 
gas bbq line), the living room is definitely the right place to relax after a long day. Large Master Suite features a walk-in 
closet, a large triple window and a 5-piece ensuite complete with a soaker tub accented by textured tiles and marble 

counters. The fully finished basement provides an additional bedroom, and huge Rec Rm, Office and plenty of storage.

RLepage_Grocholsky_W15.indd   1 2015-11-23   3:40 PM
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T
THANK YOU 
NIAGARA! OUR 
HOMES Niagara 
Region has received 
a fabulous welcome. 
It’s always a struggle 
to launch anything 
new, but with the help 
and assistance of all 
our new friends and 
associates, we did it.

As a new team 
working together, there 
will be tweaks as we 
go. We’re constantly 
learning, and we’ll 
strive to continually 
improve and bring our 
readers the best in home 
construction, renovation 
and decorating.

Speaking of which, 
one of those places 
should have been 

mentioned in our last issue. That gorgeous light fixture on Page 25 of 
our fall 2015 issue came from Don’s Light House in St. Catharines, as 
did most of the fixtures in the home. Don’s is a fabulous shop – stop 
in and see them.

This issue, we share the story of a fab new home on the shores of 
Lake Ontario, decorated by owner Anne Marie Wolochatiuk. She 
tapped into the expertise of so many local trades to build her family’s 
stunning bungalow, and filled it with the eclectic collection of pieces 
she found in her world travels. Each item tells a story and makes 
her house a home.

There’s also the renovation of a century home in Ridgeville. Once 
multiple apartments, it’s now a single family home, its warmth and 
charm recreated by the talented crew at Tucker Homes. Both are very 
different homes with very different stories.

And with the announcement of Simply White as Benjamin Moore’s 
colour of the year for 2016, it’s the perfect time to introduce you to Kirk 
and Bren at Simply White Interiors and The Designer’s Workroom in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. Their shop is simply terrific. 

Enjoy this issue, the season it represents and the holidays ahead. 
May they be Simply White.

In the meantime, we would love to hear from you if you have 
something to share.

Thank you again Niagara for the warm welcome and see y’all again 
in the spring as we bring you even more homes and shops in this 
wonderful region.

Laurie Lotimer, Publisher
laurie.lotimer@ourhomes.ca

publisher’s note

The newly-designed 2016 Lexus RX is the new rule book — the 
benchmark of premium craftsmanship that all other luxury SUVs 
can only aspire to achieve. 

It’s fierce yet refined. Elegant with an edge. Flawless. It exceeds 
current models with dramatically improved styling and leading-
edge features. 

And of course there’s the unparalleled workmanship in every 
model. The takumi who work in the body stamping division think 
in microns. Running their hands over moulds and body pieces, 
they are able to detect the presence of a fleck of dust or strand 
of hair. Their mission is to prevent the slightest imperfection from 

compromising the 
quality of Lexus. 

“In all my years 
in the business, 
I’ve never been so 
excited,” said Vince 
Lepiane, general 
sales manager of 

Performance Lexus in St. Catharines at the recent unveiling of the 
2016 RX 350. “This is the fourth generation of RX and the most 
important launch in Lexus history.”

Every inch of the RX has been carefully considered and 
is deliberate in its execution but there’s substance to the RX’s 
stunning looks. The 2016 Lexus RX boasts a much-improved 3.5 
Litre 6 Cylinder, DOHC,  24-Valve Sequential Mulitport Electronic 
Fuel Injection Engine producing 295 hp and comes with available 
Hybrid option. Drive mode select allows the driver to choose 
between four driving modes: Eco, Normal, Sport S, and Sport S+. 
An advanced electric power steering system and braking system 
provide enhanced response.

The Lexus safety system is designed to detect vehicles and 
pedestrians, avoiding or mitigating collisions before they happen. If 
anything is detected, it provides audio-visual warnings, brake assist 
and emergency braking. Steering wheel vibration, audio and visual 
alerts, and steering intervention help the driver in avoiding lane 
departure. The camera and radar are designed to sense the speed 
of vehicles ahead and driving speed is adjusted to help maintain a 
pre-determined distance between vehicles. 

Then there are the other thoughtful luxurious touches from dash 
trim stitching to an adjustable-depth cupholder. Even opening the 
trunk is a magical experience, done with a wave of the hand. 

“I believe this new RX will not only surprise new customers,” 
said Takayuki Katsura, RX chief engineer, “but will also delight and 
satisfy our loyal customers whose high expectations will be met by 
many new innovations.”

When you create the first-ever luxury 
SUV, you get to rewrite the rules.

YO U R  H A M I LTO N - N I AGA R A  L E X U S  R E TA I L E R  S I N C E  1 9 9 0

*Complete Lexus price includes Freight/PDI ($1,995), Enviro Fee ($27.85), Air Tax (100), OMVIC Fee ($5.00). Taxes, license, registration (if applicable) and 
insurance are extra. Dealer order/trade may be required. Offers are subject to change without notice. See Performance Lexus for details.

262 Lake Street  |   St. Catharines   |   905-934-3336   |  1-800-240-4194  |  performancelexus.ca

Elegance with an edge.

Complete Lexus Price
$56,12625

+ HST

2016 LEXUS RX 350

In the all-new 2016 Lexus RX, the luxury crossover has a bold new edge. With 
a chiselled exterior, elegant interior, exceptional performance, agile handling and 
advanced safety technologies, the fourth-generation RX offers the next phase in 
relentless innovation – including the first ever RX Hybrid F SPORT.

The Entirely-New 2016 RX

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

LexusSpread.indd   All Pages 2015-12-01   6:59 PM
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THE WARMTH 
OF THE SEASON

2  NICKERSON HOME APPLIANCES

Gas Range
Make the coldest days sizzle with a 
stunning La Cornue range equipped 
with five gas burners and a convection 
oven. Cast iron, brass and porcelain 
enamel in Provence blue will help 
channel your inner Julia Child, bien sûr.

50 Russell Ave., St. Catharines 
905.685.9075 | nickersonappliances.com

1  HOMETOWN TREASURES  
& DECOR AMOUR

Drummond Shelf
An antique red finish gives this solid 
pine shelf accent piece potential. At 
this time of year, it also has a festive 
air. Made in Canada and available in 
several colours, this shelf is a great 
place to tuck mittens and car keys or 
the trinkets you want to showcase.

800 Niagara St. N., Welland 
289.820.6903 | hometowntreasures.org

3  DON’S LIGHT HOUSE LTD.

Vertigo Lamp
Create visual interest and brighten 
the darkest days with this bronze and 
gold leaf modern lodge-style fixture. 
Made of metal and glass, it has all the 
elements of style.

296 Lake St., St. Catharines 
905.935.3621 | dlights.ca

1

PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

5  VERMEER’S GARDEN CENTRE & 
FLOWER SHOP

Indoor Outdoor
Add warmth inside or out with these 
versatile rustic hurricane lanterns 
and LED candles. Gazing balls will 
catch eyes on the front porch but are 
functional indoors as accents and even 
as doorstoppers.

684 South Pelham Rd., Welland  
905.735.5744 | vermeers.ca

4  ST. CATHARINES 
DECORATING CENTRE

Colourful Coverings
Freshen up the spaces where you’ll 
be cocooning for the next few months 
with a coat of paint in the coolest 
colours: St. John Blue, Strand of Pearls 
or Simply White. Create an accent wall 
with patterned paper and turn a blind 
eye to those snow banks outside with 
coordinating window coverings. 

258 Merritt St., St. Catharines 
905.688.2600 | decoratingcentres.com

6  THE KENNETH LANE 
SMITH GALLERY

Winter Gazebo
Give any room in the house some local 
flair with this spare scene of the historic 
Niagara-on-the-Lake gazebo, shot by 
photographer Kenneth Lane Smith. 
Available in three sizes, this limited 
edition photo is printed on canvas, 
giving it a dynamic, almost three-
dimensional look.

3836 Main St., Jordan Village 
905.562.0068 | kennethlanesmithgallery.com  OH

The weather outside might be frightful but 
inside can be a winter wonderland.

4

3

2

5

6

Benjamin Moore:
CSP-675 St. John Blue

Benjamin Moore:
CSP-395 

Strand of Pearls

Benjamin Moore:
OC-117 Simply White

Benjamin Moore’s  
2016 colour of the year!
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Liz DiTomaso 
289 668 7018
elegantlivingdecorating@gmail.com
www.elegantlivingdecorating.ca

Follow
u s  o n

Services
• Colour Consultations
• Space Planning
• Interior Redesign
• Real Estate Staging Services
• Furniture Selection | Draperies
• Bedding | Childrens Rooms
• 1 Day Makeovers
• Seasonal Decor Items

relaxing

classic

elegant decorating
residential | redesign | renew

As
k m

e a
bo

ut 

Home Staging

“Great style doesn’t need to be expensive.”

Shopping Assistance . Colour Selection . Accessorizing  
Room Reconfiguration . Furniture Selection  

Upcyling . Staging . Construction Consultation

Anne Marie Wolochatiuk
289.969.0180 | St. Catharines 

amwdesignintervention.com

First impressions are lasting 
ones. Make your statement 
with an Amber stair system!

1.800.263.5684  amberstairs.ca

niagara
symphony
orchestra

bradley
thachuk
music
director
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INSPIRE YOUR HOME WITH EXQUISITE DETAILS.

When looking for room-defining style, those who seek  out the best in design turn 
to the distinctive, inspiring Alustra® Collection. Featuring exclusive fabrics and design 
options that heighten sophistication in any home. Visit us to learn more about the 
Alustra product difference.

 HUNTER DOUGLAS DEALERS.
THE ALUSTRA® COLLECTION FROM EXCLUSIVE 
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INSPIRE YOUR HOME WITH EXQUISITE DETAILS.

When looking for room-defining style, those who seek  out the best in design turn 
to the distinctive, inspiring Alustra® Collection. Featuring exclusive fabrics and design 
options that heighten sophistication in any home. Visit us to learn more about the 
Alustra product difference.

 HUNTER DOUGLAS DEALERS.
THE ALUSTRA® COLLECTION FROM EXCLUSIVE 

Your local Benjamin Moore & Hunter Douglas retailer
St. Catharines Decorating Centre 258 Merritt St. 905.688.2600
Welland Decorating Centre 477 Niagara St. 905.732.3600
Beamsville Decorating Centre  4958 King St. 905.563.3600
Niagara Falls Decorating Centre 4009 Elberta Ave 905.354.3723

St. Catharines Decorating Centre 258 Merritt St, 905.688.2600

The Decorating Centres - Established 2000

Visit us at our                   Showroom at the

www.decora t ingcen t res .com

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Laurie Lotimer • 905.516.8933 
laurie.lotimer@ourhomes.ca

Jill Genno • 905.520.2516 
jill.genno@ourhomes.ca

Dee Svob • 905.359.2063 
dee.svob@ourhomes.ca

Advertise in our 
Spring Issue  

& get noticed!

Give YOUR BUSINESS the  
benefit of premium  

exposure to our extensive  
targeted readership!
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C u s t o m  H o m e s  : :  R e n o v a t i o n s 
A d d i t i o n s  : :  E x t e r i o r s  : :  D e s i g n

WINDRUSH HILL
Individually Tailored Homes

After

Before



THE STYLE: Picture a classic button-down 

shirt paired with broken-in loafers. That 

sums up the Petrunicks’ personal style and 

it carries over to their store. It’s all about 

crisp, sharp lines. Products and designs 

are rooted in comfort, versatility and 

timelessness.  

THE TREND: Simply White is Benjamin 

Moore’s paint colour of the year for 

2016, and much like the store, it’s clean, 

crisp and multi-purpose. The Petrunicks 

are seeing a move away from bold 

colours, but plaids, tartans, chevrons, 

colour blocking, stripes and Aztec prints 

dominate as accents. Other go-to colours 

from Benjamin Moore are Sea Salt, 

Cosmopolitan and Plaster of Paris.

NEWS: Annie Sloan chalk paints were 

added to Simply White’s offerings this 

past summer along with seminars to 

help the DIY-decorating crowd transform 

their homes with the stylish product. “It’s 

turned into something where people are 

saying, ‘I want to have 10 ladies together 

and I’m looking for something different 

to do,’” Kirk says. “That’s great. It’s not 

just going to someone’s place and having 

cheese and crackers. It’s something 

interesting to do and you’re learning.”

WHERE: 347 Airport Rd., Units 3-4 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 

905.708.4784 | shopsimplywhite.com  OH

They eventually traded them in for 500 

square feet of retail space in downtown 

St. Catharines to test the market for their 

design services. After a few months, 

the store moved to a larger location in 

the Garden City’s core. Today, Simply 

White is in Niagara-on-the-Lake and is 

stocked with Pine Cone Hill, Brunelli 

and David Fussenegger bedding and 

blankets, lighting and wall art. There’s 

also space for workshops and the unique 

Designer’s Workroom, a large production 

area where the Petrunicks’ design team 

makes custom bedding, drapery, blinds, 

headboards and upholstery for corporate 

and residential clients.

THE PLACE: Redecorating their family home turned out to 

be a life-changing experience for Bren and Kirk Petrunick.The 

owners of interior design shop Simply White Interiors and 

accompanying production space, The Designer’s Workroom, 

had just moved back to Niagara from Toronto in 2004 and 

scoured the region for something – anything – they liked enough 

to use in their home. Inspired by Muskoka cottages, they sought 

clean, classic lines with the comfort of French country but 

everywhere they turned, they saw spaces that lacked the warmth 

and functionality they craved. “We wanted rooms that were 

meant to be lived in,” Bren recalls. They achieved that doing 

the work themselves. Friends and family were so wowed by their 

efforts, the couple began to re-evaluate their corporate careers.  

STORY TIFFANY MAYER
PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF
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n Residential & Commercial Flooring Specialists n  

For timeless quality, service & price

Love Your Home Again!

NEED CLEAN WATER?

Visit us online at: www.cleanwells.ca
or email us at: help@cleanwells.ca

Specializing in

Residential 
Well Service
including:
• Colour video inspection
• Cleaning and repairs
• Pumps
• Water treatment

CALL US
before you 
get Drilled! 

905-875-8232
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Brokerage

Make the move to Hamilton  
with Jennifer Daniel

Jennifer has lived in four different countries 
and is now happily settled in the Hamilton area. 
Through volunteering at her children’s school, 
being actively involved in their sports programs 
and working with seniors through the VON 
Meals on Wheels, Jennifer understands the 
importance of giving back to her Community. 

After thirteen years in Real Estate, Jennifer 
has the knowledge and experience that expands 
on her honesty and integrity to find your new 
home. City living or country loving ~ Jennifer 
can make your dreams come true. 

(905) 522-3300       www.judymarsales.com

HTML

Jennifer Daniel 
Sales Representative 

905-522-3300 
www.jenniferdaniel.ca 

daniel@judymarsales.com

Jennifer Daniel Sales Representative 
905-522-3300 www.jenniferdaniel.ca 
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They found the Victorian house and farm 
on a website for people selling their own 
properties independently. And while they 
loved the description of the farm itself, the 
photos of the house looked “horrendous.”

“I showed my wife and she said, ‘No, no, no, 
that place is haunted. I don’t want anything 
to do with it,’” he recalls. “It did look pretty 
spooky in the pictures. It was bleak and 
gloomy.” So they clicked away from it.

Eventually, the house popped up on MLS 
and the Scholaerts’ Oakville realtor brought 
it up with them.

“Our Realtor grew up in Niagara, and when 
she was a little kid, she used to walk by the 
house and always wanted to go inside,” he 
says. “She asked if I would do her a favour and 
go see the house. So we came, saw the house 
and thought, ‘This is not so bad.’ ”

The property has history. Ward was born 
in New York, the son of Quaker parents, 
Hugh says. He was a dredge manager for John 
Brown, a Welland Canal contractor. When 
Ward died in 1903, Alandis Crowe acquired 
the property and started the township’s first 
canning factory. 

As for the property’s earlier history, Hugh 
has some clues. Ward bought the property 
around 1865 and didn’t finish the Victorian 
house for 15 years. Maps dating back to 1840 
show two brick buildings standing side by 
side. One of them, Hugh believes, may even 
date back to settler Ernest Martin in 1802.

Both the house and the barn, which also 
dates back to 1880, needed work when Hugh 
bought them. A lot of work. The house had 
been converted into three apartments and 
had layer upon layer of makeshift fixes. 
One bathroom had live wires connected 
directly to the shower.

He hired Tucker Homes for the 
renovations, and they jumped into it. 
Jonathan Tucker, who worked on condo 
projects in Vancouver before coming home to 
Niagara to work in the family business, took 
the lead with his brother David.

The Tuckers grew up nearby and knew the 
property, too. “It was a place I had driven past 
my entire life because it was sort of overgrown 
and uncared for,” Jonathan says.

Reconstructing
    THE PAST

STORY SAMANTHA CRAGGS
PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

LEFT: An accent colour in the bay window of the 
dining room highlights the details in the original 
windows that are still in the home. BOTTOM: An 
updated kitchen offers function with a butcher block 
island and nods to the other ornate details
of this century home with a La Cornue range in 
Provence blue, available at Nickerson Appliances.

Continued on page 24

WWhen Hugh Scholaert 
first showed the online 
listing for the Ward house 
property in Ridgeville  

to his wife Christine, she thought the house 
looked haunted, and the neighbouring barn that 
held a tea room was, to put it mildly, in disarray.

The Victorian house has a three-storey turret 
with a widow’s walk – the sort of look Hugh 
concedes is often associated with horror movies. 
From what he can tell, the home was originally 
two separate houses, and in 1880, Josiah Ward 
built brick walls around them to form one home. 
Floors were built to cover old foundations. 
Exterior walls became interior walls.

As for the barn, Hugh says it had three 
generations of faulty wiring. His son touched 
the wall once and was blown back by a 
renegade current. A dishwasher once took a 
step and her foot went through the floor.

But the Scholaerts bought the property 
anyway. The old house, its 27.5 acres of 
surrounding land and its accompanying tea 
room and shop would be their retirement 
project. Now, three years of renovations later, 
Ridge Berry Farm is a showpiece. 

When Hugh first looked for a property, 
he was in his last years as an executive for a 
telecommunications company. He and Christine 
were about to move back to Canada after 
five years in Switzerland. They had lived the 
commuter lifestyle for years. They were done.

“I just wanted to buy a farm and change 
my lifestyle and learn how to grow my own 
food,” he says.

Once divided into 
apartments, the 
Ward House is 
now a single-family 
home that draws 
attention from 
passersby.

David and Jonathan Tucker of Tucker Homes, 
who led the charge on the renovation of the 
house and accompanying barn. 
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steps are likely more than 150 years old, and 
tree rings are still visible in the wood. They lead 
to a spacious cellar that was once two cellars. 
A Tucker worker found an old piece of wood 
down there with the word “Ward” scratched 
onto it. It now hangs on the door to the furnace 
room as a reminder of the home’s heritage.

“Every room was like a special 
project,” Hugh says.

The Scholaerts stayed in the home 
throughout the renovations, their belongings 
covered in tarps, coughing through the dust. 
They also renovated the barn into what it 
is today, which is the Ridge Berry Farm Tea 
Room and Country Store. 

The tea room is a FeastON location, 
designated by the Ontario Culinary Tourism 
Alliance for the business’s dedication to 
sourcing and selling local food. At the store, 
the Scholaerts sell the fruits of their farm 
labour – preserves using their raspberries and 
blackberries, their currants and gooseberries. 
They’re reviving an old Concord grape vineyard 
and rousing some apple trees. Their dream has 
come true. They’re growing their own food. 

There’s still work to do, Hugh says. But 
the house is majestic now, and the tea room 
and country store are quaint and comfortable. 
The main living spaces have maintained their 
historic appeal with furniture to match. The 
kitchen and bathroom areas have a modern look.

Is it haunted? Hugh can’t say for sure, but 
there have been incidents. In one case, a window 
that had been painted shut by a previous owner 
opened when no one was around. In another, a 
door banged open and closed on its own. 

But with all the work they’ve done, and 
their love for their farm and their Victorian 
home, they’re not going anywhere.

“It’s a nice little landmark,” Hugh says, “and 
given what we’ve been able to piece together, 
we’ve enjoyed getting to share it.”  OH

The renovation was extensive. Tucker 
Homes spent 18 months restoring the home to 
its original grandeur, honouring its narrative 
in the treasure trove of long-forgotten features 
they unearthed in the process. Brick walls were 
exposed, lending both a rustic and rugged feel 
juxtaposed with the opulence of other spaces, 
like the dining room with its old-world charm 
or the ornate widow’s walk that sits like a 
beacon atop the home’s entrance. Gingerbread 
was cleaned up rather than covered.

In the barn, they closed in the porch, 
which now serves as a three-season tea room. 
The timber-filled country store stuns with 
both its inviting feel and attention to detail 
in the woodwork. 

In addition to the heavy lifting by Tucker 
Homes, there were new doors and windows 
from Crowland Sash and Frame Ltd.; new 
floors – hardwood, carpets and tiles – from 
Alfieri Floor Experts; new kitchen cabinets 
from Timberwood Custom Kitchens Inc.; 
counters from First In Counters; and new 
light fixtures from Home Lighting. 

The further they got into the layers of 
the house, the less they knew. They found 
passageways that suggested the rooms had 
been reconfigured. They dug into the ground 
and found old foundations, which you can 
now see through glass inlays cut into the 
dark wood floor of a three-season room at 
the back of the house. They found closets 
and dairy boxes they didn’t know existed, 
and a coin from 1819. “It was like playing 
archaeologist,” Hugh says.

In one area of the house – part of what is 
now Scholaerts’ personal glass art gallery – 
they dug in and discovered an old staircase. The 

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• Alfieri Floor Experts • Crowland Sash and 
Frame Ltd. • First In Counters • Goemans 
Appliances • Hall Iron Works Inc. • Home 
Lighting • KLS Engineering Ltd. • Lakeside 
Landscaping Inc. • Nauta Home Design 
• Neu-Heat ing & Air  Condit ioning 
• Regional Doors & Hardware • Regional 
Signal  Inc. • Skyline Contracting • The 
Paint Can • Timberwood Custom Kitchens 
Inc. • Tucker Homes

Glass inlays in the f loor show the original 
foundation of the house, and give clues to its 
past as two separate homes more than 100 
years ago.

Preserves, syrups and teas made with 
homegrown and other produce are for 
sale at the tea room’s country store. 

TOP LEFT: Homeowner 
Hugh Scholaert in a 
cellar that’s functional 
and bright. ABOVE: A 
three-season room at 
the back of the house, 
with original brick 
exposed, is a great 
space for entertaining. 
LEFT: The entrance 
to the west wing of 
the house has been 
converted into a gallery 
for the homeowner’s 
collection of glass art. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: 
Exposed brick and 
glass inlays on the floor 
are reminders of the 
home’s heritage.
BOTTOM: The Ridge 
Berry Farm Tea Room in 
the century barn on the 
property. Once an open 
veranda, this area has 
been closed in to extend 
the tea room’s season.
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PLAN YOUR GARDEN

POLISH MOJITO

More 
HOME TOURS

CHOCOLATE
CARAMEL TART

Celebrate life at home with more home tours, 
design ideas, tips for outdoor, DIYs and  
recipes at ourhomes.ca

Join The Conversation 
On Social Media >>> twitter.com/

ourhomesmag
pinterest.com/
ourhomesmag

facebook.com/
ourhomesmag

online ca
C E L E B R A T I N G  L I F E  A T  H O M E  

TODAY ON

Since 1977, Laurentide has been complementing North 
American homes with innovative and functional cabinetry, 
with a recognized reputation for creating dream kitchens 
for discriminating clients. Catering to individual needs, 
whether it be classic traditional or streamline modern, 
Laurentide offers the design options, material selections, 
the accessories and the finishing that will fulfill your 
desired expectations.

111 Brockley Drive | Hamilton ON
905|573|2311   www.laurentidekitchens.ca

Creating Dream Kitchens

LaurentideVert.indd   1 2015-11-19   11:39 AM



TThe open floor plan, which offers Lake 
Ontario views from all but one room, holds 
a mix of old and new, reflecting a life spent 
exploring the world.

“Our house is a scrapbook,” Anne Marie 
says with husband Rick while enjoying the 
view from the comfortable breakfast nook off 
their kitchen. 

On a clear day, you can see the Toronto 
skyline, but today it’s overcast and the 
lake and sky appear an endless blue. “It’s a 
hodgepodge of thrift and things that form 
memories for us.”

Anne Marie worked closely with 
Chapman Murray Associates Architects 
and Gerald Redekop Builders Ltd. to 
create a home that’s cosy despite its open floor 
plan and high ceilings. The couple wanted a 
space that was both beautiful and functional, 
particularly for all the entertaining they 
do. Anne Marie hand-picked wood beams 
at JD Wood Revival in West Lincoln 
to complement antique Indian doors and 
pillars she picked up when the couple lived 
in Seoul, South Korea, and to add warmth to 
the great room. 

She found the pillars and doors by chance 
in a frame shop she frequented in Seoul. The 
owner was moving back to India where the 
hand-carved doors were made, and couldn’t 
take them with him. 

“I didn’t have a plan for them,” recalls Anne 
Marie, who runs AMW Design Intervention 
in St. Catharines and Austin, Texas. “I had no 
idea if I could even incorporate them.” But she 
did. She had carpenter Lee Bambridge install 
the intricate doorway of the front foyer to open 
into the main living space, which functions as 
four distinct areas: a bar, living room, family 
room and dining room. When the architect 
suggested columns in his proposal, Anne Marie 
had just the pieces – those pillars she purchased 
in Seoul in a package deal that was a steal.

The real star of the great room is the 
large, picture-frame windows from Penner 
Building Centre that give view to the 
beauty of the lake.

Vintage barn beams from JD Wood Revival 
form the fireplace mantel and run across the 
ceiling in the dining area. Salvaged barn floor 
planks, which Anne Marie sanded by hand, 
are now shelves behind the bar and in the 
kitchen, where they’re set against a geometric 
backsplash by Anfra Tile & Stone Ltd. in 
Thorold. Anfra Tile and Stone also installed 
the quartz countertops.

If you love it, you will find a space for it. That’s the advice 
designer Anne Marie Wolochatiuk gives her clients, and 
her lakefront St. Catharines home is a testament to it.

 from the
SEVEN SEAS 
to LAKE ONTARIO
STORY AMANDA MOORE   |   PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

Continued on page 30

The great room is divided into four distinct living spaces, 
including the living room, with a view to Lake Ontario, 
whose chilly appearance in the winter is foiled by the 
glow of a roaring fire. OPPOSITE, TOP: Homeowners 
Anne Marie and Rick Wolochatiuk create a welcoming 
and eclectic space with pieces collected on their world 
travels, including this hand-carved, antique doorway 
from India that’s the gateway to the home’s great room. 
BOTTOM: Barn beams add an earthiness to a glamorous 
dining room rounded out with thrift-store finds and 
thoughtful accents. 

ourhomes   W I N T E R  2 0 1 5 / 1 6   |  2928  |  ourhomes   W I N T E R  2 0 1 5 / 1 6

feature



were given a place in the lower level vestibule. 
Anne Marie set aside other pieces to use when 
they finish the lower level. She also salvaged 
a pair of leaded-glass windows, bowed over 
time. They’ve been given a place of prominence 
in front of the windows in the master 
bathroom. “I didn’t have the heart to get rid of 
it all; I like labour-intensive things like that,” 
she says standing in front of an antique cabinet 
that contains trinkets and thrift store finds 
from her travels, along with wine glasses she 
painted by hand. “Someone had to go to a lot of 
trouble to make those.”

Most of the furnishings in the home were 
laborious to create. From the hand-carved 
Indonesian rice beds to the handmade Balinese 
gamelan clay figurines – each piece tells a 
tale, and is now part of the home that tells the 
Wolochatiuks’ story.  OH

Anne Marie worked with Elmwood Fine Custom Cabinetry in 
St. Catharines to design the cabinetry throughout the house, including 
in the only room without a lake view, the laundry room. 

The rustic wood floors in a chardonnay oak from Golia Flooring in 
Niagara Falls tie together the home’s theme of vintage-meets-modern.

The majority of the furnishings throughout the home were picked 
up in the more than 40 countries they have visited – experiences for 
which they are grateful. It includes the four countries they’ve lived 
in, plus another 20 that Rick has visited for business. Everything 
was purchased at thrift shops, consignment stores, markets or 
antique stores.

“I’m a big thrifter,” Anne Marie says. “I find a lot of treasures in thrift 
shops. I find out where they are in every city we visit.”

Those treasures appear in every room. Walls are lined with carvings 
and other art from various cultures. There are framed posters that hold 
memories: a “Sir Isaac Brock Wants You” poster from Brock University 
in the 1980s that’s a nod to the time and place the Wolochatiuks met; 
and one from a bull fight they attended with their two daughters while 

visiting Spain in the mid 90s. They’re complemented by pieces that Anne 
Marie found and simply thought were neat, like the yellow, original 
Czech Beatles poster she picked up at an old print shop in Prague.

“It’s definitely a mix – an eclectic mix taken from our travels,” says 
Rick, who credits his wife for much of the design of the home. “I never 
worry if it’s going to work in the décor,” Anne Marie adds. “It just does.”

The house is a new build but that wasn’t the original plan. The 
Wolochatiuks purchased the lakefront property in 2005 with hopes of 
renovating the century home that was already there. That proved to be 
too much of an undertaking, however. “We worked with architects for 
a year on a plan,” Anne Marie recalls. “We took it to tender and it was 
not doable. Everyone told us we were better off to start over.”

Though the original home was torn down, the Wolochatiuks 
salvaged what they could and incorporated it into the new house. A 
1940s cabinet from the office of a lawyer who once lived in the home fits 
in amongst the new cabinetry in the kitchen, which is a mix of dark and 
light palettes with the commercial stainless steel fridge and matching 
gas stove from Goemans Appliances. Four old, oak doors and trim 

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE
• AMW Design Intervention • Anfra Tile & Stone Ltd. • Bayshore Masonry • Chapman 
Murray Associates Architects • Element Landscape Services Inc. • Elmwood Fine 
Custom Cabinetry • Gerald Redekop Builders Ltd. • Goemans Appliances • Golia 
Flooring Inc. • JD Wood Revival • Lee Bambridge • Next Step Niagara • Penner 
Building Centre • Regional Glass & Mirror • RJ Hobbs Electric • Simply Cedar Roofing 
• South Coast Garage Doors • Stamford Fireplaces • Turkstra Lumber

TOP LEFT: A bench adds cosiness to the kitchen 
nook and makes the dinner table a favourite 
gathering spot. TOP RIGHT: Items from the century 
home that once stood in this location now find a 
place in the new house, including window panes 
with leaded glass in the bathroom. Rope lighting 
adds whimsy and character. LEFT: Barn floor planks 
as shelving are both functional and decorative in 
a kitchen that also boasts a geometric backsplash 
that strays from more conventional subway tile. 
OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: (1) 
Contrasting colours on kitchen cupboards add 
beauty and functionality. (2) The powder room is both 
rich and rustic with its mix of wood, stone and gold. 
(3) Eye-catching touches on the dining room table 
cross cultures and bring the outdoors in. (4) Colourful 
accents throughout the home pop from all corners. 
(5) It’s all in the details, including this mermaid door 
handle, acquired in the homeowner’s travels, on the 
sliding wood bathroom door. (6) A collage wall of 
family and collected images adds personality, warmth 
and visual appeal to the kitchen nook.

ourhomes   W I N T E R  2 0 1 5 / 1 6   |  3130  |  ourhomes   W I N T E R  2 0 1 5 / 1 6

feature



APPLIANCES
Nickerson Home Appliances, 7

ARCHITECTS
Chapman Murray Associates Architects, 32

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES,  
STUDIOS & WORKSHOPS
Simply White / Designer’s Workroom, 9

AUTO DEALERSHIP
Henley Honda / Subaru of Niagara, 2
Performance Lexus, 12, 13

BUILDERS
Tucker Homes, 40

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE  
& STONE/TILE
Anfra Tile & Stone, 7, 37

ELECTRICAL
R. Hobbs Electrical Contractors  
	 Limited, 32

FABRIC/BEDDING/UPHOLSTERY
Simply White / Designer’s Workroom, 9

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/MORTGAGE
Serenity Mortgage, 21, 37

FLOORING/TILE/CARPET
Alfieri Floor Experts, 5
Elves Flooring & Design, 27

Golia Flooring, 8, 37

Vartanian Rugs, 21

GARDEN CENTRES/ 
GREENHOUSES/FLORISTS
Vermeer’s Garden and Flower Shop, 32

HOME ACCENTS/HOME DÉCOR/ 
FURNITURE/COLLECTIBLES
Re-Fine[D] Paint Co, 32

Simply White / Designer’s Workroom, 9
Ten Thousand Villages, 20

The Furniture Gallery, 39

The Sow’s Ear, 32

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
Tucker Homes, 40

Windrush Hill, 17

INTERIOR DECORATING/ 
INTERIOR DESIGN/STAGING
AMW Design Intervention, 17

Elegant Living Decorating, 16

Simply White / Designer’s Workroom, 9

KITCHEN & BATH
Bathworks, 9
Laurentide Kitchens & Bath, 27

LIGHTING
Elm Ridge Lighting & Interiors, 32

MOVING & STORAGE
Mountaineer Movers Limited, 32

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
Niagara Symphony Orchestra, 17

Ten Thousand Villages, 20

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore Decorating Centres, 17

Re-Fine[D] Paint Co, 32

The Paint Can, 5

PLUMBING
Bathworks, 9

REAL ESTATE
Judy Marsales Real Estate –  
	 Jennifer Daniel, 21

Listed Plus – CHCH TV, 4
Royal Lepage – Kim Kunselman,  
	 Ginny Snihur, 3
Royal Lepage – Roman Grocholsky,  
	 Michael Grocholsky, Chanda Giancola,  
	 11,  37

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
Nature Conservancy Canada, 35

STAIRS/RAILINGS
Amber Stairs & Railings Inc, 16

WELL INSPECTION/REPAIR/ 
MAINTENANCE
Clean Wells, 20

WINDOW FASHIONS
Benjamin Moore Decorating Centres, 17

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than 
one heading, please email laurie.lotimer@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 905.527.2425 or 905.516.8933.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/niagara. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

 Marketplace
To order a listing in  Marketplace, please contact: 
Laurie Lotimer at 905.516.8933 | laurie.lotimer@ourhomes.ca 
Jill Genno at 905.520.2516 | jill.genno@ourhomes.ca

RE-FINE[D] PAINT CO.

Go from

to Fab
Drab

Custom Furniture & Cabinet Respraying

9 0 5  6 6 1  9 7 9 7 
r e f i n e d p a i n t c o . c o m  
4 8 5  G r a y s  R o a d  U n i t  B  H a m i l t o n
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All your Christmas Needs

Family owned & operated since 1961

684 S Pelham Rd . Welland
905.735.5744 
vermeers.ca

9 0 5 . 3 5 4 . 1 6 7 4  .  c m a @ c h a p m a n m u r r a y. c o m

R. Hobbs 
Electrical Contractors Limited

Raymond Hobbs  ME/ACP

905-933-9477    rhobbselectric@hotmail.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
Family Owned & Serving Niagara Since 1973

Elm 
Ridge

Lighting & Interiors 

389 Barton Street, Stoney Creek 
9 0 5 - 6 6 4 - 1 9 1 2

www.elmridgelighting.com

More Than Lighting!

SPECIALIZING IN TRADITIONAL INTERIORS  
& SHABBY CHIC FURNITURE

IN HOME DESIGN SERVICES AVAILABLE  
REFRESHING YOUR EXISTING FURNITURE & DECOR

289.214.7656  thesowsear.net

The Sow’s Ear
Furniture & Interiors

Follow us on

MOVERS LTD.

www.mountaineer.on.ca
wmk@mountaineer.on.ca

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
 Office/Household Moving

 Short & Long Term 
Heated Private Storage

 Free In-Home 
Estimates Available

 You can also find all 
your moving needs at 
our office

 Piano moving specialist 
for over 30 years

Celebrating our 
38th Anniversary in 
Business! Thank you 

to our employees 
and customers.

Call For All Your Moving Needs

905.561.8880 | 1.800.263.4561

EST 1978
Family

Owned & 
Operated
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Celebrating our 
38th Anniversary in 
Business! Thank you 

to our employees 
and customers.
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JOE CRITELLI, Owner
Critelli’s Furniture and Mattresses
and Transitions by Critelli

Celebrating 100 years in business 
is a tremendous milestone. What’s 
the secret to Critelli’s longevity? We 
constantly look at the company and remake 
it to remain relevant to our valued clients 
and to prospective ones. We’ve done that 
by adding a line of high quality upholstered 
furniture for customers who want to buy at 
the entry level. We’ve added memory foam 
mattresses from Italy that can be packaged 
and shipped from Europe for less than 
what they could be from Toronto, and they 
are 100 per cent green with no chemical 
off-gassing. We also opened Critelli’s Rug 
Market to offer hand-knotted rugs from 
the best rug countries in the world.

What’s been the biggest change 
you’ve seen in the business? The way 
people shop has and continues to change 
dramatically. With computers, people have 
access to designs from around the world so 
they’re more selective and discerning about 
what they put into their homes. Stores 
that will be market leaders in the future 
understand that game and remain relevant, 
and those that are leaving or gone never 
understood it.

Critelli’s is more than just a place for 
people to buy furniture. Tell us about 
how the business has supported the 
community: When you’ve been in business 
100 years, you’re part of the community 
and we’ve always been supportive of local 
events and causes. One in particular is the 
University Women’s Club House Tour every 
spring. It celebrated its 40th anniversary 
when we celebrated our 100th. It’s raising 
funds for deserving young women to help in 
their education. How can you not want to 
be part of that?

STYLE STALWARTS
These three businesses have a collective history spanning nearly 
200 years. We find out what’s behind their staying power.

STORY TIFFANY MAYER   |   PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

Continued on page 36

CHARITABLE REGISTRATION NUMBER  11924 6544 RR0001

WESTON FAMILY CONSERVATION CENTRE; PHOTO BY LIZ SAUNDERS.

We dream of a country where each new generation can explore rugged shorelines, wide-open 
prairies and vast forests. A place where wildlife can thrive.

This is the vision that drives the Nature Conservancy of Canada. We identify the land, we 
secure it, and we protect it. Forever. It’s that simple and that effective. But we can’t do it alone.

To fi nd out how you can help, visit natureconservancy.ca  1-800-465-8005

WHAT’S YOUR VISION 

for Canada?

facebook.com/natureconservancy.ca

twitter.com/NCC_CNC   #Time4Nature                                                             
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DAVID & TRACY SMITH
Elves Flooring & Design

What inspired you to get into the flooring business? 
David has been in the flooring business for nearly 23 years. His 
experience includes retail and commercial work. In 2014, David 
partnered with the previous owner of Elves Flooring and, given 
the success of that venture, we purchased the business last June. 
We love helping customers make their house a home. 

What do you have in store for the Elves’ legacy in 
Niagara? We are expanding. We’re proud this company has 
been around since 1969. With the market changing constantly, 
we have to stay educated about new product lines, seasonal 
trends and design ideas. We want customers to come in and find 
premium selections in flooring, value and creative design.

Hardwood or laminate? We get to know our customer, 
understanding their lifestyle, wants and needs before we answer 
that question. There’s no doubt hardwood flooring is beautiful 
and adds value to your home. Engineered flooring has become 
very popular. It has a hardwood surface and is constructed to 
give more stability and strength to the wood. Laminates have 
also come a long way. With many different grains, patterns and 
colour selections, laminates can offer classic or contemporary 
style for customers looking for affordability and design for high 
traffic areas or homes with pets.  OH

ELNITA & GARY POST
Amber Stairs & Railings Inc.

What has been the secret to Amber’s success during its 40 years 
in business? The business is built on simple principles: a high-quality 
product delivered and installed with high-quality service. Teamwork and 
our employees are also highly valued at Amber. This is what sets us apart.

How has the business evolved? Amber began as a small shop serving 
the Niagara area. Over time, the company spread further afield. We 
serve areas as far away as Barrie, Peterborough, Toronto and all points in 
between. The product has also changed from all-wooden stair systems 
to wood and steel combinations, glass, as well as mono stringer and 
floating stairs.

Often staircases are relegated to a utilitarian role in homes. Tell us 
about how they can be much more than that: Bring in your blueprints 
and we will advise you on how to get to the wow factor you are looking for. 
We can show you products and styles that will take your stair system to a 
whole new level.

 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN THE 
NIAGARA REGION AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

GOLIA FLOORING
Let Golia Flooring help you wrap 
up those lingering Fall Renos 
for the Holiday Season with our 
plethora of available options and 
friendly in-store help. 

Golia Flooring is a 
family-owned flooring and 
decorating centre, servicing 
the Niagara region for over 
50 years. We carry an oasis of 
tile, backsplashes, hardwood/
engineered wood, vinyl, 
bamboo, stone, area rugs, 
carpet, laminates, window 
treatments, and more! 

Our friendly staff and in-store 
decorator are here to provide 
free in-home estimates and 
consultations. Whether it’s an 
office you’re looking to refresh, 
or a DIY project at home, our full-
service decorating and flooring 
centre is on board to make your 
project on budget, on time, and 
meet your expectations. 

We are also home to Niagara 
Star Painters, a full-service 
exterior and interior paint 
company. We service corporate 
facilities as well as residential 
clients. Our list of painting 
services includes: Exterior, 
Interior, Special Coatings, 
Concrete Polishing, Brush, 
Roll and Spray Applications, 
Wallpapering and Vinyl Texture 
Coating, Decorative Painting, 
Pressure Washing, Maintenance 
Painting.
Check out our website at 
goliaflooring.com or visit our 
newly renovated showroom 
at 6710 Drummond Road, 
Niagara Falls, ON and get 
into the holiday season with 
beautiful, affordable upgrades. 
From our family to yours, 
Happy Holidays! 
(Please see ad on pg 8)

SERENITY MORTGAGE
Many brokerages offer great 
rates and service – that’s nice, 
but for us, that kind of goes 
without saying. We invite you to 
ask, “Is that all there is?”

The Serenity Mortgage 
service model was created 
from a deep sense of social 
responsibility and a genuine 
concern for others. We believe 
that because we have the 
knowledge to create a sound 
financial strategy, we are 
obligated to share it.  

• We help everyone who 
asks. It doesn’t matter if you 
have $1 and/or bad credit. There 
is always something we can do 
to get started, and we stick with 
you until you get where you 
need to go.

• We address the person, not 
the product. Whoever you are, 
wherever you are, we will tailor a 
solution to specifically meet your 
needs.

• We do not criticize. We do 
not judge. Life is tough. But so 
are you.  

• Working with debt is an 
opportunity to build wealth. 
Well-structured financing can 
lead to a lifetime of happy 
finances.

• We give free advice on 
investing real estate investments. 
Please don’t pay for a seminar – 
call us instead.

• We offer as little or as much 
help as you’re comfortable 
taking. So even if you just want 
a great product with sound, 
strategic advice, we are happy to 
just give you that.
Jennifer Iachelli  
705.746.7870 
serenitymortgage.ca
(Please see ad on pg 21)

ROMAN & MICHAEL 
GROCHOLSKY – ROYAL 
LEPAGE NIAGARA REAL 
ESTATE CENTRE
With over 37 years of Niagara 
real estate experience 
combined, we are the ideal 
team to help you meet your 
real estate goals.

 Ranking in the top 1% of 
all Royal LePage Realtors in 
Canada, Roman is honored that 
he and his team have had the 
opportunity to help hundreds 
of families and businesses find 
a home in the beautiful Niagara 
Region.

 What sets us apart from 
the rest? Our clients say that 
it is our honest, transparent 
approach, industry expertise 
and out of the box thinking that 
has made us their Realtors of 
choice. We know homes, the 
changing Real Estate market, 
and have an extensive network 
of buyers and sellers across 
Niagara. We also know that 
clients want straightforward 
advice and reliable service 
which is exactly what we strive 
to deliver day in and day out.

 Whether you are ready to 
make a move, invest or just 
have questions about the 
market, give us a call, we would 
love to help you meet your real 
estate goals!
Roman & Michael Grocholsky
Royal LePage Niagara Real 
Estate Centre, Brokerage
905.714.6654 (Direct)
905.734.4545 (Office)
romanshomes.com
(Please see ad on pg 11)

ANFRA TILE & STONE LTD.
Anfra Tile & Stone Ltd. Is a family 
owned business. The many years 
of experience has created a 
business that many people have 
come to know and trust. Frank 
D’Agostino and the friendly staff 
have transformed many homes 
into a reflection of who our 
customers are.  

If you are building a new 
home, or renovating the home 
you have, we can help you in 
choosing what is right for your 
lifestyle. New floors throughout, 
a new bathroom, or even the 
beauty of granite and quartz 
for your kitchen. The ease of 
maintenance of granite and 
quartz will give your kitchen 
a look that will last a lifetime. 
Choosing and coordinating 
these products sometimes can 
be difficult and that is why we 
spend the time with you to make 
sure your selections are ones 
that you will be satisfied with for 
years to come.

Don’t hesitate to stop in and 
visit our showroom. We have 
many beautiful porcelain tiles 
and many selections of natural 
granite and marble. Quartz has 
come a long way over the years. 
It has many new patterns and 
styles to give you a traditional 
look or a new sleek and modern 
style, and we are a certified 
Caesarstone fabricator. So come 
on in, meet the family and spend 
some time with us. We’ll help 
you achieve the home of your 
dreams. 
13085 Lundy’s Lane (Hwy 20)
Niagara Falls | 905.680.0771 
anfratile.ca
(Please see ad on pg 7)
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MODERN
ARTS & CRAFTS

1. KOHLER: Strive Apron-Front 
Sink  2. NEWPORT BRASS: East 
Linear Pull-Down Kitchen Faucet in 
Forever Brass 3. SUNPAN MODERN 
HOME: California Adjustable 
Barstool  4. AYA: Milano Light-Grey, 
High-Gloss, Lacquered Cabinet Door  
5. THERMADOR: 48-inch Professional 
Series Pro Grand Commercial 
Depth All Gas Range  6. M NAEVE: 
19th Century French Draper Table  
7. ANTOLINI ITALY: Bianco Lasa 
Covelano Fantastico, Backsplash 
or Countertop  8. FALK COPPER 
COOKWARE: Casserole Pan

2

1

3

4

5

6

7

8

Recreate this look in your own home.

PHOTO: JASON HARTOG

Double Take_ModernArtsAndCrafts.indd   2 2015-10-19   12:49 PM

Discover

175 Dieppe Rd., (beside Q.E.W.) St. Catharines, 1-800-680-5553
Mon. to Fri. 9:30-5:30, Sat. 10:00-5:00   www.furnituregallery.com

1975 Celebrating 40 Years 2015

FURNITURE GALLERY

From traditional to contemporary, imagine the endless possibilities in decorating your home. 
Come in and experience our newest collections now in our showroom and specially priced.

TheFurnitureGalleyW15.indd   1 2015-11-24   3:38 PM
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TITLE:

CLIENT:

DATE:

DESIGNER(S):

COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC

201-1040 south service rd

stoney creek, on L8E 6G3

www.compasscreative.ca

TUC_Logo_CMYK_REV

Tucker Homes

August 2015

Jason Bouwman

CMYK

60/60/70/45

0/0/0/0

25/25/40/20

For over 30 years, we’ve been designing and 
building living spaces to perfectly reflect the 
needs and vision of the homeowner.

We build homes for the life you want to live.

BUILDING FOR WHERE YOU WANT TO BE

A HOME YOU’LL LOVE 
FROM A BUILDER
YOU TRUST.
G E T  I N S P I R E D  A T  T U C K E R H O M E S . C A

CALL US  9 0 5 . 8 9 2 . 0 9 0 3

15-TUC-003_Our Homes Ad_Nov 3.indd   1 2015-11-03   3:47 PM


