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Honda HRV Subaru Outback

Honda CRV Subaru Forester

Honda PILOT Subaru Crosstrek

ON  LAKE STREET IN ST CATHARINES
2017  SUBARU’s NOW ON THE LOTNEW HONDA’s IN STOCK

Alex Digenis
Dealer

NIAGARA REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE 
independently owned & operated

100
YEARS
SINCE 1913

2015

Mirror Mirror on the Wall...Elegantly crafted custom 3100 sq.ft. bungaloft with 3+1 tandem garage, treed rear lot with 14 x 28 covered patio 
and no rear neighbours on three sides. Upgrades galore with 5” vintage Buckingham handscraped hardwood flooring, elaborate kitchen with granite, 
main floor master suite with 2 bedrooms up and a bonus room over garage. Finished basement with loads of space, ideal for in-law living. Don’t snooze 
on this! Very special indeed. Time to get organized and have a May 2017 closing! 

H I R E  W I T H  C O N F I D E N C E !

OFFICE 905.892.0222  |  DIRECT 905.321.8306 
Sales Representative
CindyRaskob.ca

K E E P  C A L M  A N D  H I R E

Honed to Perfection!  Seeking the best? Come and live this dream! Surprise yourself at every twist and turn! This custom home will dazzle you! Glamour 
and pristine perfection is evident throughout this magnificent 2 storey beauty! 4 + 1 bedrooms with master suite on main floor! Ensuites for everyone! Every 
upgrade! Property fronts at 187 ft. and sets the grand stage in prime, pristine newer Fonthill development off Lookout Street. It promises not to disappoint.

33 Marlene Stewart Drive, Fonthill  — Listed at $1,398,000

17 Mansfield Drive, Fenwick  — Listed at $799,000

SOLD IN 5 DAYS...7 COMPETING OFFERS!

*Award winning Sales Representative

*

2014 2013 & 2014

John Raskob
Sales Representative

2016
2009-2016

RLP_CindyRaskob_W16.indd   1 2016-11-17   5:00 PM



20%
SAVINGS*

* Until Christmas

166 Bunting Road       St. Catharines ON      905.688.9200      www.a1flooringcanada.com

A Custom Rug Made Just For You
That’s Right... JUST FOR YOU!

You decide the colour, style, border, shape and size.  
With our Cutting Edge ™ program, it’s never been easier  

to transform your room with your unique style.

A1.indd   1 2016-10-25   11:57 AM

CHANDA GIANCOLA*

TINO GIANCOLA*

ROMAN GROCHOLSKY*

MICHAEL GROCHOLSKY*

MICHAEL DOBSI*

*  Sales Representat ives   * *Royal  LePage Niagara Real  Estate Centre -  Based on GCI 2015

ROMANSHOMES.COM 
905.734.4545NIAGARA REAL ESTATE CENTRE, BROKERAGE 

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

#1 SALES TEAM IN NIAGARA**
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Imagine the exhilarating lifestyle you’ve always dreamed of. A 
stunningly beautiful community where neighbours make you feel  
at home before you even arrive! Golf, boating, parks,  
wineries, miles of trails all minutes from every  
exclusive Rinaldi Homes community.

Attention to detail, excellent customer service, and  
a passion for award-winning homebuilding are  
the cornerstones of Rinaldi Homes’ success –  
Niagara’s Builder of the Year.

ALL THE BELLS & WHISTLES – CONTACT US TODAY!

FROM
THE LOW $300’s*

Detached & Towns
from low $300’s*

Detached Homes
from low $500’s*

BUILDING THE NIAGARA 
LIFESTYLE SINCE 1955

RinaldiW16.indd   1 2016-11-11   3:39 PM

WITH SUBARU YOU
DON’T HAVE TO STAY
AT HOME THIS WINTER.

**

Very little stands in your way in the capable 2017 Outback. Subaru symmetrical Full-Time 

All-Wheel Drive ensures an outstanding grip in snow, rain or rough road, and now, thanks

to  X-MODE® with Hill Descent Control, it’s even better at handling steep and harsh terrain. 

To learn more visit ontario.subarudealer.ca

*MSRP of $29,295 on 2017 Outback 4-cyl 2.5i Base CVT (HD225). Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for Freight/PDI ($1,675) Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($17.75), OMVIC Fee ($10), Dealer Admin ($199). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, 
license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown: 2017 Outback 4 cyl 2.5i Premier w/ Tech Pkg AT (HD2PPE) with an MSRP of $38,595. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be 
equipped exactly as shown. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. **See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Outback and Subaru are registered trademarks. ‡Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). 
Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods.

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM
$31,297*

2017

COL1610034 Subaru OurHomes_Winter_Fix-F.indd   1 2016-11-18   9:50 AM



MMOST DAYS, I WRITE OR TALK 
ABOUT FOOD IN NIAGARA – the 
people growing it, cooking it and turning it 
into something incredible for us to enjoy. 

I espouse the merits of buying local, 
particularly from independent retailers, 
and how it builds community. There’s the 
relationship formed with the people running the 
farm, restaurant, or small-batch processor where 
we buy our favourite peaches, lunch or jam. 

There are also the benefits of spending 
money within your own community. It helps 
one small business grow and hire staff, who 
will in turn spend their earnings in the 
community. And on it goes.

Every time I work on an issue of OUR 
HOMES, I’m reminded the same holds true 
with our local homebuilders, designers, and 
decorators. Ditto for the furniture, flooring, 
paint and lighting stores. We have so much local 
expertise to help us make our homes our refuges, 
and in turn, help us make our communities 
thriving places, too, by spending locally.

As you hunker down with this latest issue 
of OUR HOMES, it’s my hope the wheels 
start turning as much about all the talented 
tradespeople available to us as they might 
about which paint colour, decorative touches 
or style of windows to choose for your next 
renovation project.

Many of the people here to help us also 
have incredible stories. Take this month’s 
Spotlight on Nickerson Appliances. I could 
have dedicated an entire issue to telling the 
story of the Nickerson family, including 
how they started building their business 70 
years ago by fixing washing machines, many 
of which were big tubs with hand-cranked 
ringers (thank goodness I was born in the era 
of the automated spin cycle). 

In the years since, they’ve become a trusted 
name in the community because of their 
emphasis on customer service and selling 
quality appliances. I felt like the proverbial kid 
in the candy store when I interviewed Charlie 
Nickerson Jr., the third generation to run 

the store. I wanted to leave with everything 
from a Miele vacuum cleaner to a brand new 
Gaggenau kitchen. 

More importantly, my visit affirmed who 
I’ll call when my dishwasher makes noises 
that interrupt dinner conversations. I know 
I’ll get a straight answer about whether it’s 
time to send it to the great kitchen in the 
sky or replace it.

I could also spend an entire issue gushing 
about how lucky we are in Niagara, so until 
next issue, enjoy!

Tiffany Mayer, Managing Editor
tiffany.mayer@ourhomes.ca

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

Get more at ourhomes.caonline

Two Great Stores >> ONE CONVENIENT LOCATION >> 19 Lincoln Street, Welland ON

San Marco is an international collection of true 

classic Ceramic and Porcelain tile made to 

inspire the designer In you!

DESIGNED  
TO INSPIRE

905.735.3882
www.alfierifloorexperts.ca

905.735.1288
www.thepaintcan.ca

ASK ABOUT  
OUR IN-STORE  
FINANCING

Shade-O-Matic Automation systems give you push 

button control over virtually any window covering 

in your home. And when you combine that 

convenient technology with Shade-O-Matic’s huge 

selection of blinds and shades, you are definitely 

in the driver’s seat. Test drive Shade-O-Matic 

Automation Systems at The Paint Can in Welland.

TEST DRIVE 
YOUR NEW BLINDS

PaintCan_Alfieri_W16.indd   1 2016-11-09   1:58 PM
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ON THE COVER
To sleep, perchance to dream 
of Niagara’s newest builds.
Story, page 30. Photography 
by Kelly Horkoff.

LOCAL FEATURES
 14 Style Picks We have the makings for this  
  season’s great gatherings.

 18 Home & Builder A look at the country  
  home that quality built.

 30 Home & Builder The story behind some  
  of Smithville’s newest communities.

 36 Spotlight From washing machines to  
  dream kitchens, Nickerson Appliances has  
  you covered.

 40 People Our pros talk about the latest  
  trends in Niagara and beyond.
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 26 Crafty Ideas Make Mercury Glass
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 43 Home Resource Directory

 46 Finishing Touch Textured Luxe
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MAGNOLIA HOME FURNITURE  
NOW AVAILABLE

ALL THINGS LOVELY FOR YOUR HOME DESIGNED BY JOANNA GAINES. FARMHOUSE CHIC WITH  

A FRENCH INSPIRED TWIST THAT TRANSLATES TO TIMELESS PIECES. COME SEE THE LARGEST  

MAGNOLIA HOME GALLERY TO LAUNCH IN ONTARIO. RIGHT HERE IN STONEY CREEK.

 1.800.263.8575 / STONEYCREEKFURNITURE.COM 395 LEWIS ROAD, STONEY CREEK, ONTARIO / 7979 WESTON ROAD, VAUGHAN, ONTARIO

10  |  ourhomes   W I N T E R  2 0 1 6 / 2 0 1 7



T‘TIS THE SEASON TO DECORATE OUR HOMES to all 
their glory and snuggle in for the winter months. Maybe your family 
likes to ski or go south or dream about your next project. 

This will be our first winter in Grimsby. We love it already, 
especially the calm and quiet. Our new neighbours are wonderful. 
I’ve managed to visit a few of the local stores but not all, and that is 
definitely on my to-do list. I always seem to be going somewhere and 
not stopping to say hi. There never seems to be enough time. The local 
Sobeys manager knows me, though. Thank you Rodney for helping 
me get OUR HOMES The Niagara Region out to my new neighbours. 
There are always copies of OUR HOMES available for his shoppers and 
for those who shop at many of the other Sobeys stores in the region.

With moving, there are always new projects and dreams. I did 
manage to accomplish a few. We redid our little front garden. The 
spring bulbs now wait for the warm weather – if the squirrels don’t get 
to them first. Plus, I have new draperies. I even sewed the side panels 
myself, though I needed a seamstress to do the main sheers. I’m very 
pleased with the result.

Next I think I will visit the Furniture Gallery and replace a pair 
of living room chairs. Then I can decide on the exact paint colour and 
slowly our new little house will become our home.

Time to start planning your next project. Don’t forget to source local 
for your materials and trades. We have wonderful, talented people here 
ready to help.

Enjoy your winter season with family and friends.

Laurie Lotimer, Publisher
laurie.lotimer@ourhomes.ca

306 Canboro Rd. Ridgeville, Pelham ON  L0S 1M0  |  289-897-8444  |  www.hamiltonsofpelham.com

Hamiltons of Pelham

Art & Gifts  
of the World

Solar Powered. Silently and calmly turns  
to reflect the steady motion of the Earth.

MOVA® Globes

Unique Handmade Pottery

Stone & Metal Sculptures 

Wearable Art

Glasswork

Paintings

Photography

www.distinctivedesigns.ca
t 905.646.3694   120 Dunkirk Rd, Unit #4, St Catharines ON   

Since 2002

Award Winning

Custom
Kitchens

H H H H HIt all starts here!  
Book your complimentary 

in-showroom  
consultation today!
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PARTY TIME

2  THOMAS TV

Yamaha Wireless Sound 
Get toes tapping in any corner with this 
sound system that’s both Bluetooth 
and Wi-Fi ready. Even better, it can 
play high resolution audio files, which 
means ear candy with greater sound 
and clarity. 

130 Thorold Rd., Welland 
905.788.3221 | thomastv.com

1  HAMILTONS OF PELHAM

Ne’Qwa Art
Mouth-blown glass ornaments that are 
reverse hand-painted on the inside 
are guaranteed conversation starters. 
Their timeless beauty means you’ll be 
keeping them around during those 
quiet times long after the guests 
have gone.

306 Canboro Rd., Ridgeville 
289.897.8444 | hamiltonsofpelham.com

3  LASTING IMPRESSIONS GIFTS

Stem & Glassware
Spread joy in style by serving guests 
their party favourites in elegant gold-
dot stems and rock glasses. Rich gold 
fabric napkins and a statement serving 
tray help you master conviviality in 
any season. 

327 Ridge Rd. N., Ridgeway 
905.894.2059

PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

5  STELLA’S REGIONAL  
FIREPLACE SPECIALISTS

Napoleon HDX52 Starfire 
Give guests a warm spot to gather 
around. This gas or propane fireplace 
sends out 55,000 BTUs and is bound 
to be the focal point of any wintertime 
get-together.

118 Dunkirk Rd., St. Catharines 
905.984.6896 | regionalfireplace.com

4  BOGGIO FONTHILL PHARMACY 
& LOG CABIN GIFT SHOPPE

Essential Oils Diffuser
Breathe easy knowing your guests 
are enjoying themselves with a stylish 
essential oils diffuser, which fills the 
room with natural scents to enhance 
the mood. 

155 Highway 20 W., Fonthill 
905.892.4994 | boggios.com

6  WICKED THINGS 
BASKETS AND GIFTS

Gift Basket
Guarantee future invitations by being 
the guest who thanks your host with 
a custom gift basket overflowing with 
delicious treats and other essentials for 
a memorable evening in. 

33 Elm St., Grimsby 
289.235.7445 
wickedthingsbasketsandgifts.com  OH

Winter is the season of 
gatherings big and small, 
and always warm. Our Style 
Picks help you be the host 
with the most.

1

2

4

5

6

3
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WINDRUSH HILL
Individually Tailored Homes

C U S T O M  H O M E S  : :  R E N O V A T I O N S 

A D D I T I O N S  : :  E X T E R I O R S  : :  D E S I G N

B r e a t h t a k i n g  V i e w s  f r o m  W i n d r u s h  H i l l

905.227.3978  windrushhill@cogeco.ca  
www.windrushhill.ca

© 2016 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

Soft texture, subtle beauty and energy effi ciency. That’s what warmly greets you 
when you come home to Duette® honeycomb shades with new Reception fabric. 
Save energy, while making your spaces more inviting every day.

Reception warmly welcomes you home.
A new fabric from Duette® honeycomb shades.

905.871.5061 
1233 Garrison Rd, Fort Erie
colour-design@cogeco.net

BLINDS . FLOORING . PAINT . SHUTTERS . WALLPAPER

* Priority Dealer  * Professional Installation
* Free Consultation  * Ongoing Professional Service

Soft texture, subtle beauty and energy efficiency. That’s what 
warmly greets you when you come home to Duette® honeycomb 
shades with new Reception fabric. Save energy, while making 
your spaces more inviting every day.

Services
• Colour Consultations
• Space Planning
• Interior Redesign
• Real Estate Staging Services
• Furniture Selection | Draperies
• Bedding | Childrens Rooms
• 1 Day Makeovers
• Seasonal Decor Items

elegant decorating
residential | redesign | renew

Liz DiTomaso 
289 668 7018
elegantlivingdecorating@gmail.com
www.elegantlivingdecorating.ca

Follow
u s  o n

Over 81%  
of home buyers find 
it easier to visualize 
the property as their 

future home when it’s 
Elegant Living staged!

As
k m

e a
bo

ut 

Home Staging

SOLD
30K Over 

Asking

Landscapes inspired  
by your lifestyle

Serving the Greater Niagara Area  

Call us at 905.892.6908 
dekorteslandscaping.com

Over the years, we’ve gained an invaluable body of landscaping knowledge – what 
works, in which environments, and what will truly last through the years.

Why Choose Us...

Building your vision of beautifu l outdoor living

Maintenance
Pa ckage s
Ava ila ble

1  Committed to excellence 

2  A team with the right skills 3  Understanding your needs 
4  Effective project management 5  Conscientious care

CREATING

389 Barton St, Stoney Creek (at Millen Road) 
9 0 5 - 6 6 4 - 1 9 1 2   e l m r i d g e l i g h t i n g . c o m

Lighting & Interiors 



T
The house isn’t quite a year old, but like the road, the time to 
make their country home a reality has also been meandering. 
George had the land for five years before the couple started 
talking about the project seriously two years ago.

“Tammy and I were thinking, ‘Do we want to build? 
Should we build?’ ” George recalls. “We finally got this Home 
Hardware Building Centre catalogue, and we flipped through 
it and saw a plan that we thought would be beautiful to build.”

Situated on 12 acres, eight of which are wooded, the house 
spans 3,800 square feet. The couple met their builder, Tucker 
Homes, through a friend, and brought their plan to Doug 
Tucker and his sons David and Jonathan for advice.

At the end of a long bucolic 
road in Pelham, nestled 
between a rural lane and a 
backdrop of lush woodland, 
is the handsome new 
home of George Lew and 
Tammy Andrews. 

BEST 
LAID 
PLANS
STORY CAELI MAZARA
PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF
FLOWERS VERMEER’S GARDEN 
CENTRE AND FLOWER SHOP

P in lighting adds a subtle touch running 
up the main staircase of the home.

LEFT: The fireplace 
with its surrounding 
shelving is the focal 
point in a great room 
with a cathedral 
ceiling and large 
windows overlooking 
a patio and woodlot. 
ABOVE: David and 
Jonathan Tucker of 
Tucker Homes. 

Continued on page 20
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“The plan that was brought to us, we wanted to downsize,” 
Jonathan says. “We wanted to make sure George and Tammy got high-
quality space over abundant space. Quality over quantity.”

They wanted to create a space that could accommodate them as well 
as guests, including George’s two sons or Tammy’s two daughters, who 
are frequent visitors.

“We were originally looking for something around 1,800 square 
feet,” Tammy says. “But then we found this plan, which was 4,100 
square feet. It only got condensed down to 3,800, but we couldn’t take 
anything away because we liked it so much.”

For three months in 2015, Brian Bodorkos at Tucker 
Homes drew up the plans for the couple’s build, and in May, 
construction got underway.

“The people of Tucker Homes formed the footings, they poured the 
foundation, they framed the walls,” Jonathan says. “They installed the 
windows (from Crowland Sash & Frame Ltd.), the roof, the trim. 
These carpenters we have the fortune of employing and working with 
deserve tremendous credit because there aren’t many tradesmen and 

craftsmen like them who have the breadth of skills that they do.”
That reputation for quality craftsmanship is ultimately why George 

and Tammy chose Tucker Homes. “We were taken with how passionate 
they were,” Tammy says. “It started out with them building a house for 
us and by the end it was like having family. I would build with them 
again in a heartbeat.”

The couple came to their house-in-progress almost every day and 
watched their home form into what it is now.

An understated front entrance leads into a great room with a 
cathedral ceiling and a central fireplace by One Stop Fireplace 
Shop. This area is the heart of the home, with colours drawn from 
the woodland outside: timber greys, light browns, and wood features 
mixed into the beautiful décor. A mirror by the front door is framed 
by tiny wood disks. An unfinished wooden clock hangs in the laundry 
room. Decorative birch branches garnish the master bath.

“Originally they were going to run timbers into the great room but 
we liked clean lines better,” Tammy says. “We liked the natural feeling 
outside, though, so we tried to bring it in through other things.” 

The natural palette in the rest of the 
home flows into a large, open kitchen 
equipped with generous storage and a 
casual gathering space around the island. 
OPPOSITE: Dark, textured wallpaper 
adds warmth and richness to the formal 
dining room.

Arabesque tile with a metal lic sheen 
makes an eye-catching kitchen backsplash.

Continued on page 22
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The focal point of this impressive space is the 
fireplace, which is finished in driftwood grey tile 
by Alfieri Floor Experts. Alfieri’s Amanda 
Burke took great time and care with Tammy 
and Jonathan to come up with the final version.

“I’m a little partial to the fireplace 
surround,” Jonathan says. “There was definitely 
some time spent in design collaboration to 
come up with something to present to George 
and Tammy that would suit the style of the 
home. But that fireplace is really tied to the 
cathedral ceiling and the great room. That 
was something that George and Tammy really 
wanted. That space provided us with a medium 
for that fireplace surround.”

The furnishings, all purchased for the 

new house, continue the colour scheme, 
complementing the grey-brown engineered 
hardwood floors from Alfieri, and neutral wall 
colour provided by The Paint Can.

The open-concept floor plan seamlessly 
integrates the great room and kitchen by 
Timberwood Kitchens, done in greys, blacks 
and balancing creams. A stunning Moroccan-
style, silver backsplash by Alfieri and new, 
stainless steel appliances add an eye-catching 
pop. A loft office, accessible by a grand staircase 
by Amber Stairs & Railings Inc., overlooks 
the entire great room. A spacious master 
bedroom with a generous walk-in closet and an 
en suite by Bathworks are tucked into a private 
corner on the ground floor.

LEFT: The master bedroom is 
tucked into a quiet corner of the 
house and features decorative 
touches from Home Sense.  
BELOW LEFT: A large walk-in 
closet makes getting ready in the 
morning a breeze, and is kept 
tidy by closed storage. BELOW: 
Natural touches continue in the 
bathroom with the addition of birch 
logs, complementing the relaxing 
vibe of a large stand-alone tub.  
BOTTOM: A custom-made drying 
rack is a practical and space-saving 
touch in the laundry room.

Continued on page 24

First impressions are lasting 
ones. Make your statement 
with an Amber stair system!

1.800.263.5684  amberstairs.ca

Overhead Doors 
Industrial Products

ARNE LLY

905-892-4333   yarnelldoor.com

905-734-6676 | Port Colborne | www.timberwoodkitchens.com
Making every house a home, one kitchen at a time
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A sprawling back verandah is one 
of the couple’s favourite features and 
calls to mind ranch living. The porch is 
framed by oversize timbers and a roof as 
high as the cathedral ceiling inside.

“I love this part,” Tammy notes. 
“Tucker Homes added this to the 
original plan.”

The two found hidden square footage 
over the three-car garage in a section of 
the home that has its own heating and 
air conditioning by Neu Heating and 
Air Conditioning. Two bedrooms, one 
bath, and a small sitting room make it 
the perfect private refuge for guests or 
family when they visit.

The whole home is protected by 
Regional Signal.

“The first day we went into our new 
home, it felt like we belonged,” George 
says. “The house was us already.” 

It’s a feeling they credit largely to 
the Tucker crew. 

“It’s not a bunch of craftsmen 
building a home for you,” George 
explains, gesturing to the house around 
him. “It’s family building something 
for you. Basically, this was a piece of 
paper. We brought it to Tucker Homes. 
They took the inspiration, everything 
Tammy and I said, and they developed it 
into this.”  OH

SOURCE GUIDE
Alfieri Floor Experts • Amber 
Stairs & Railings Inc. • Bathworks 
• Crowland Sash & Frame Ltd. 
•  F i rs t  In  Counters  Grani te 
• Lakeside Landscape Inc. • My 
Concrete • Neu Heating and 
Air Conditioning • One Stop 
Fireplace Shop • The Paint Can 
• Regional Signal • Timberwood 
Custom Kitchens Inc. • Tucker 
Homes • Yarnell Overhead Doors

TOP: Space above the garage was used to create 
a private wing of the house with a bedroom and 
sitting area that’s ideal for guests. LEFT: A bright 
and spacious main-floor guest room is an inviting 
space for visitors.

WORRYPROOF. TIMEPROOF.

“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation.  
©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. MS1611_1515

65 Shaw St, Welland ON

905-735-5001
info@crowlandsash.ca
www.crowlandsash.ca

CROWLAND
Sash & Frame Ltd. Est. 1956

EXCLUSIVE DEALER OF DXV AMERICAN STANDARD PRODUCTS         AJAX  •   BARRIE   •   BELLEVILLE   •   K INGSTON  •   ST.  CATHARINES

Love Your SpaceFOR A SPACE
LESS ORDINARY 443 EASTCHESTER AVE. EAST, ST. CATHARINES  •  905 688 8887

HOME TECHNOLOGY SPECIALISTS

1-844-470-2933  |  regionalsignal.com

AUDIO-VIDEO-DATA-SECURITY

Give YOUR BUSINESS the benefit of premium  
exposure to our extensive targeted readership!

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Advertise in our Spring
Issue & get noticed!

Jill Genno • 905.520.2516 
jill.genno@ourhomes.ca

Dee Svob • 905.359.2063 
dee.svob@ourhomes.ca
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F
PREPARATION 

• Using a lint-free rag and 
Krud Kutter cleaner, 
thoroughly clean, rinse 
and dry the glass surface 
to ensure that any sticky 
labels, dust or dirt 
are removed. 

• Fill the spray bottle with 
one-part water to one-part 
white vinegar and gently 
shake to mix.

• In a well-ventilated area, 
lay a drop cloth on a flat 
surface and place the first 
glass item upside down in 
the centre of the cloth. 

• Put on your disposable 
gloves and shake the can 
of Mirror Effect spray paint 
well for about two minutes.

PAINTING

• Holding the Mirror Effect can 
approximately eight inches 
away from the glass, apply a 
light coat of the paint around 
all glass surfaces.  

• As soon as the glass is well 
coated and while still wet, 
lightly mist the painted 
surface with the vinegar and 
water solution. The mixture 
will react with the paint to 
create a speckled, mercury-
glass patina.

• Repeat on each of the 
remaining glass pieces 
and allow all to dry for 
approximately 10 minutes.

• To protect the mercury-glass 
paint finish, apply a light 
coating of 2X Ultra Cover 
to all of the glass, allowing 
it to dry, before placing on 
display.  OH

MERCURY
GLASS

DIY

STORY AND PHOTOS LEIGH-ANN ALLAIRE PERRAULT

From rose gold and copper to aged bronze 
and muted gold patinas, mixed metallics 
have been adding shine and glitz in both 
fashion and interior design this year.

But if you’ve been hesitant to test drive the latest metal trends, here 
is a simple and affordable do-it-yourself way to create luxe-for-less 
mercury glass and bring shine to the festive season ahead.

From a collection of vases on a mantel, to an assortment of glass 
votives to mark each dining table place setting, you can easily transform 
any old or inexpensive glassware into a bespoke holiday showpiece.

MATERIALS

Clear glass vases (I sourced 
my collection from a 
dollar store)

Drop cloth or plastic sheet 

Disposable gloves 

Lint-free rags 

Krud-Kutter 
Concentrated Cleaner

¹/³ cup white vinegar 

¹/³ cup water

Spray bottle (with 
mist setting) 

Rust-Oleum Mirror Effect 
spray paint in gold or 
silver (gold was used for 
this project)

Rust-Oleum Painter’s Touch 
2X Ultra Cover in Clear Matte

DIYMercuryGlass.indd   2 2016-10-06   1:41 PM

FRIENDLY IN-STORE SERVICE  
& INTERIOR DESIGN CONSULTANT

TILE | HARDWOOD | BACKSPLASH & ACCENT MOSAICS 

STONE | LAMINATE | LUXURY VINYL TILE  

CARPET | BLINDS/SHUTTERS

6710 Drummond Rd., Niagara Falls
905.354.7447 

www.goliaflooring.com

Also home to: 31 Gateway Ave, Smithville, ON L0R 2A0
905.945.6978 | phelpshomes.com

  facebook.com/phelpshomes   @phelpshomes

Sales Centre

Live Life
Your Way

25 Executive Towns in Jordan Village

AT JORDAN VILLAGE 

Craftsman Style Homes 
on 50” Lots in Smithville  
from the mid $400’s...Now Selling

Townhomes in Smithville 
from the low $300’s

$400’s
From the upper

PhelpsHomesF16.indd   1 2016-08-12   12:36 PM
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Artemide, one of the world’s most 
progressive and grooviest lighting 
manufacturers, from Italy, regularly creates 
fantastical pieces that provide a lifetime of 
beauty and joy. One of their latest pieces, 
Chlorophilia, designed by Ross Lovegrove, 
cleverly up-lights a series of petals that act 
as prisms, producing light and shadows with 
the help of LEDs, creating a delicate, space-
expanding effect.

Sometimes a statement chandelier is 
not a chandelier at all, but a large lamp that 
arcs overhead, such as the Arco, by Italian 
manufacturer Flos. It is considered an ageless 
classic suitable for any décor or function.

Light It Up

• Think of your chandelier as a stunning 
investment in visually-beautiful eye candy 
that will make an impression both by 
night and by day.

• In open-plan spaces, while your chandelier 
is the focus, it’s good to mix sizes and type 
of fixtures that are flexible to your needs. 
The other fixtures don’t have to match, 
but they do need to coordinate.

• Structurally, make sure your ceiling can 
support the weight of your light fixture. 
Not usually a problem but best to 
consult with your contractor. Better safe 
than sorry.

• There are so many wonderful options out 
there: traditional, vintage, transitional, 
modern, ultra modern, suspended, 
ceiling-hugger, colourful, clear, metal, 
glass, wood. No matter your tastes 
there’s something to suit your personality 
and style.

Turn it On

• Buy quality bulbs with a colour 
temperature of 2700 K to 3000 K. The 
lower the number the warmer and 
cosier the atmosphere. Different 
lighting and colour temperatures will 
bring out different shades in your 
wall colours, fabrics and carpets. 

• Dimmers set the mood and provide as 
much light as required when needed. 
Dimmers can also be calibrated to preset 
light settings to provide the atmosphere 
and the timing of your choice.

• Incandescent filament bulbs are still the 
best for that warm fiery glow. They are 
the softest and most flattering bulbs 
available.

• Halogens are crisp and warm and make 
objects look sensuous and rounder. 

• Fluorescents make objects and colours 
look flat, despite the colour temperature.

• LED lights are efficient and can be warm 
providing that you choose a warm colour 
temperature. Beware of pointy hot spots 
– make sure that you have a diffuser to 
soften the light source.

• If you’re feeling nostalgic and you want to 
see a clear bulb, Bulbrite produces bulbs 
that replicate the exposed filaments of 
clear bulbs through LED technology.

Although lighting’s primary function is to 
see and be seen, it’s important to think of your 
empty ceilings and walls like a canvas to create 
your personal statement. Now all you have to 
ask yourself is: How will I light up my universe 
and make my statement?  OH

It’s been a long time since the first statement 
lighting fixture in the universe was 
created with a bang.

Back here on earth and in our homes, we 
mortals have been trying to replicate the same 
wow factor ever since. 

Entranceways, bedrooms, kitchens and 
even bathrooms can use lights that make a 
statement. More often than not, we love to 
use chandeliers for this purpose. They are 
grand. They command attention. And, most 
definitely, they are striking.

Traditionally, chandeliers with tiny lights 
were gathered up into one large fixture and 
were central to the décor of a room, in most 
cases the dining room. Distinguished homes 
had Schonbek chandeliers with Swarovski 
crystals. We would also see fanciful, sweeping 
shapes of colourful glass from Murano and 
Venice, Italy – much like a grand dame in her 
wonderful gown attending La Scala Opera.

Over the past 10 years, traditional 
chandeliers have become objects of desire once 
again, evoking an era of glamour and style. 
Sleekly styled teardrops, without the faceted 
cuts, are the updated version of crystals, 
creating modern styling in a traditional 
fixture, such as the Crawford by Hudson 
Valley Lighting.

Today, lighting statements come in 
twos, threes or in clusters. Some are 
floating sculptures. Modern technology 
allows us to be more creative with different 
shapes and materials.

Interior Designer 
Dolores Pian  

shares her ideas.

LET THERE 
BE LIGHT

1. SWAROVSKI LIGHTING: Valterri Chandelier  2. HUDSON VALLEY LIGHTING: Crawford Chandelier  3. VESOI: Infedele Suspension 
Light  4. ARTEMIDE: Chlorophilia  5. FLOS: Arco Floor Lamp  6. BULBRITE: LED Filament Bulbs

1

2
3

4

5

6

Advice_LetThereBeLight.indd   2 2016-09-19   9:56 AM

50 Russell Ave., St. Catharines, ON
nickersonappliances.com  

Designers 
depend on us. 
You can too.

Bosch
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FFor people who make, 
construct, and design things, 
their work is often a little bit art and a little bit 
science. This concept is aptly demonstrated 
in the way Phelps Homes plans its 
communities and in the homes it creates.

Paul Phelps, who’s taken the helm of the 
40-year-old business from his father Peter, is a 
perfectionist with exacting standards. Despite 
being busy with multiple projects, Paul 
provides input and direction to all phases of 
the work, ensuring the consistent quality for 
which Phelps Homes has earned a reputation. 

As it turns out, there’s more to developing 
a residential community than planting houses 
on an empty field. Phelps Homes takes great 

care to plan its communities using census 
statistics and local government analytical 
trend information. That information enables 
the company to target the design and 
construction of homes to specific groups. 

One such community, Auburn Trail in 
Smithville, offers homebuyers floor plans 
designed to meet every need. From first-time 
homebuyers looking to start a family to empty 
nesters wanting to downsize, Auburn Trail 
provides a variety of options. 

The Blackstone is one of the beautifully 
appointed detached two-storey homes 
in Auburn Trail. At 2,681 square feet, this 
spacious home exemplifies the care that 
has gone into anticipating the needs of 
a busy family. 

Beginning with the mudroom off the two-
car garage, it’s perfect for kids coming home 
from the game or a play date. They can leave 
behind soiled uniforms or muddy shoes before 
heading inside. 

The kitchen, which houses a centre island 
and large, walk-in pantry, opens onto a great 
room, perfect for holiday entertaining with a 
dining area adjacent to the kitchen. Rounding 
out the first floor is a three-piece bathroom, 
and a flex room, which could be used as an 
office or bedroom.

The stairway just off the foyer, with its 
stained oak newel posts, handrail and tapered 
balusters, leads to the second floor, which 
consists of three bedrooms, a full bathroom 
and a convenient laundry room. 

Community
BUILDER

STORY KAREN MONCUR   |   PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

The kitchen opens onto a 
great room, perfect for holiday 
entertaining with a dining area 
adjacent to the kitchen.

LEFT: Living, dining 
and kitchen space 
flow seamlessly 
into each other 
in this open-
concept design.
OPPOSITE, TOP 
LEFT: The stairway 
to the second floor 
has stained oak 
newel posts and 
tapered balusters.
TOP MIDDLE: 
(Clockwise from left) 
Christine Cernick, 
Tara Smith and 
Monica Chevarie are 
part of the Phelps 
sales, marketing 
and customer 
service team.
TOP RIGHT: A 
mudroom tucked 
behind the garage 
provides a place 
for coats, shoes 
and bags. 
BOTTOM: A 
coffered ceiling is 
an example of the 
detailed design work 
done by Phelps.

Continued on page 32
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Phelps Homes is replicating such mixed, 
modern, beautiful communities with new 
builds in St. Catharines, Grimsby, Jordan, and 
again in Smithville with its Stepping Stones 
neighbourhood filled with two-storey towns 
geared toward first-time buyers.

“We create communities that blend 
seamlessly into the landscapes that surround 
them,” Paul Phelps says. “Whether you’re 
seeking a community of well-appointed family 
homes, an active adult community, or an 
exclusive enclave of estate residences, there’s 
likely a Phelps home that fits your lifestyle.”

Though all homes have available 
upgrades, even the standard appointments 
are a cut above what you will find in other 
developments, says Tara Smith, Phelps’s 
marketing coordinator. “To Paul Phelps, 
quality and craftsmanship are the number 
one priority,” Smith says. “Along with his 
wife Wendy, dubbed the Chief Reputation 
Officer for her flair in selecting the finishing 
touches and in decorating the model homes, 
every Phelps home is created to the exacting 
standards they both demand.”  OH

A loft at the top of the stairs makes a cosy 
nook for reading, crafting or homework.

The large master bedroom is bright and 
airy with a cathedral ceiling and vestibule 
entry. An inviting en suite boasts dual sinks, 
large shower and stand-alone tub when 
relaxation is in order. A sizeable walk-in closet 
provides maximum practical storage that 
makes getting dressed in the morning a breeze.

The main upstairs bathroom is directly 
connected to one of the other two bedrooms, 
making it the ideal guest suite or perfect 
for other family members who require 
convenience and privacy. There’s plenty of 
room for a growing family and the second 
floor is cleverly designed to maximize 
personal space. 

Christine Cernick, a new homes sales 
representative for Phelps Homes, says these 
homes attract a variety of prospective buyers 
impressed not only with the quality of 
workmanship but by the way the Blackstone 
feels like home the moment you walk into it. 

The location is also convenient and serene. 
Smithville, on the west edge of Niagara, 
is attracting young professionals from 
the GTA who are seeking a quieter place 
to call home but with all the amenities of 
restaurants, schools and easy access to the 
larger metropolitan areas. Cernick tells of one 
woman who came from Mississauga to view 
a home and was immediately struck by the 
quiet. “That’s a big plus for those who want 
to escape the constant white noise a big city 
generates,” Cernick says.

Smithville’s newly sold-out Brookside 
community is another example of the type 
of community Phelps Homes is creating. 
It’s filled with stylish single-detached and 
bungaloft townhomes that optimize space 
with thoughtful touches to bring out the 
homeowner’s personality with ease.

The large master bedroom 
is bright and airy with 
a cathedral ceiling and 
vestibule entry.

LEFT: Yellows and greys make this bedroom 
bold and contemporary. BOTTOM: A nook 
at the top of the stairs provides a quiet space 
for a variety of activities. 

LEFT: A second-floor laundry room provides plenty of 
function and convenience. TOP: The master bedroom 
is full of grandeur. ABOVE: That grandeur is carried 
through to the en suite with a stand-alone tub perfect 
for an end-of-day soak. 
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RENOVATING? We can help!
Our team of skilled Habitat volunteers will remove 
your unwanted kitchen for FREE!

save $600-$800 or more in contractor costs and disposal fees

help protect the environment by saving usable materials from ending up in landfill

receive a tax receipt for your donation when it is sold in the ReStore

proceeds from the sale of your donation help support Habitat for Humanity 
Niagara’s home building program

For more information or to book the Habitat Niagara Salvage Team 
contact  905-685-7365 ext. 401 or salvage@habitatniagara.ca

Two store locations! 
150 Bunting Road, St. Catharines   |   2499 HWY 20 East, Fonthill

/HFHNiagara @HabitatNiagara

Niagara

905-685-7365 ∙ www.habitatniagara.ca

*Complimentary Anti-Aging Protection
MENTION PROMO CODE OH2

*Complimentary Design Session
MENTION PROMO CODE OH1

Where your design ideas come to life
u CUSTOM RUG DESIGN & MANUFACTURE    

u REPAIRS TO ALL FORMS OF RUGS FROM CUSTOM TO ORIENTAL    
u BASIC & CUSTOM BINDING (Cotton, Linen, Chenille, Faux Leather, Jute) 

u SERGING/SEAMING REMNANTS

A SPA FOR CLEANING AND WASHING FINE TEXTILE 
ORIENTAL AND PERSIAN HAND-WOVEN RUGS AS WELL 
AS MANUFACTURED AREA RUGS. WE USE DUSTING AND 

CLEANING TECHNIQUES HANDED DOWN FROM THE WEAVERS.

Custom Rug Gallery & The Olde World Rug Washing Co. are divisions of PCS Niagara (a 25-year-old company)

CALL US TODAY  .  905 646 6655  .  www.pcsniagara.com

WE CARE ABOUT YOUR RUGS & CARPETS

Using hand cleaning techniques designed by the weavers

CALL NOW  
FOR SPECIAL 

OFFERS*

Niagara Carpet Systems F16.indd   1 2016-08-05   8:32 AM

The need 
goes on...

FOR YOU IT’S A  
DOLLAR FOR THEM 

IT’S CHRISTMAS

Community Care does not receive specific funding to help 
those in need at Christmas. All funding comes from you, 
the public, part of a very generous community. It is each 
of you that make it possible for Community Care to help 
those facing hardships.

Supported by

MONETARYFOOD CLOTHING

WAYS TO GIVEPLEASE DONATE

communitycarestca.ca
@communitycarest



THE SPECIALTY: Nickerson’s is known for its variety 

of mid- and upper-range appliances. Brand names 

like Miele, Bosch, Wolf, Sub-Zero, KitchenAid and 

DCS dominate. “But people are constantly surprised 

by what we have at the entry level,” Charlie Jr. says. 

“People know we sell premium equipment. However 

we also want the everyday appliance shopper to know 

we have something to fit every budget.” Even better, 

there’s a culture of repair here. Charlie Jr. would 

rather fix than replace something, if the circumstance 

warrants. “We talk ourselves out of a lot of business.”

THE TREND: Stainless steel is still stealing hearts 

but more of it is being made smudge-proof for easy 

cleaning. Black stainless dominates in the mid-range 

price category. Coloured appliances are also coming 

equipped with more stainless touches, such as 

white or black fridges with stainless handles. And 

of course, everything is integrated to fit seamlessly 

within kitchens so appliances disappear, streamlined 

with their surroundings.

THE PLACE: Walking into Nickerson Appliances is a little like 

falling down the rabbit hole. From the outside, the appliance 

showroom looks small and quaint. Really, this St. Catharines 

business, tucked in a mid-town residential neighbourhood, 

proves the adage true: looks can be deceiving. The showroom 

stretches as far as the eye can see and then some, each corner 

filled with the workhorses of a family home. Nickerson’s also 

brims with history. The business started in the early 1940s when 

Charlie Nickerson Jr.’s grandfather Don and grandmother Mary 

started a part-time business fixing washing machines. The work 

supplemented Don’s day job as a milkman. By 1945, appliances 

became the cornerstone of his career. He started selling Inglis 

washing machines on his front porch soon after, eventually 

expanding his simple showroom into the front rooms of the family 

home. Growth continued through the next three decades until the 

showroom reached its current size, all the while continuing to fit 

with its residential surroundings. It’s a story Charlie Jr. shares with 

pride. “We love talking about our background because it’s who we 

are and it’s still a family-owned business,” he says. 

THE NEWS: A Gaggenau and Thermador 

showroom with model kitchens has just been 

added to the store, making Nickerson’s one of 

the very few retailers in Ontario carrying these 

premium European appliances. As such, the store 

works closely with cabinet and design teams 

to configure kitchens and ensure everything is 

perfectly built and installed. “We have some 

amazing teams that we work with here in Niagara.”

GET THERE: 50 Russell Ave., St. Catharines 

905.685.9075 | nickersonappliances.com  OH

HOME
OF THE

RANGE
STORY TIFFANY MAYER

PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

Front Row: Marilyn 
Lambert, Jodi 
Kennedy, Max Pagnotta
Back Row: Jesse Wright, 
Niall Flynn, Charlie 
Nickerson Jr., Marylou 
Andrusiw, Tabitha Peters

ourhomes   W I N T E R  2 0 1 6 / 2 0 1 7   |  3736  |  ourhomes   W I N T E R  2 0 1 6 / 2 0 1 7

spotlight



Maximize your 
walls’ WOW factor.

Only this can.TM

Nothing delivers a richer colour than Aura®. 
 Its exclusive Colour Lock™ technology unleashes brilliant, 

 jaw-dropping colour that endures for years to come.

Visit us today:
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  RETAIL LOGO HERE

Retailer Name  
Address Line 1 
Address Line 2 
Phone Number 
Website

Your local Benjamin Moore & Hunter Douglas retailer

St. Catharines Decorating Centre 258 Merritt St. 905.688.2600
Welland Decorating Centre 477 Niagara St. 905.732.3600
Beamsville Decorating Centre  4958 King St. 905.563.3600
Niagara Falls Decorating Centre 4009 Elberta Ave 905.354.3723
Hamilton Decorating Centre 256 Ottawa St N 289.389.2600

The Decorating Centres - Established 2000

ST. CATHARINES DECORATING CENTRE 
258 Merritt St, 905.688.2600

Visit us at our  Showroom at the

www.decoratingcentres.com

All your Christmas Needs

Family owned & operated since 1961

684 S Pelham Rd . Welland
905.735.5744 
vermeers.ca

MOVERS LTD.

w w w . m o u n t a i n e e r . o n . c a
w m k @ m o u n t a i n e e r . o n . c a

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE
 Office/Household Moving

 Short & Long Term 
Heated Private Storage

 Free In-Home 
Estimates Available

 You can also find all 
your moving needs at 
our office

 Piano moving specialist 
for over 30 years

Celebrating our 
38th Anniversary in 
Business! Thank you 

to our employees 
and customers.

Call For All Your Moving Needs

905.561.8880 | 1.800.263.4561

EST 1978
Family

Owned & 
Operated
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Celebrating our 
39th Anniversary in 
Business! Thank you 

to our employees 
and customers.

RE-FINE[D] PAINT CO.
Custom Furniture & Cabinet Respraying

9 0 5  6 6 1  9 7 9 7   r e f i n e d p a i n t c o . c o m  
4 8 5  G r a y s  R o a d  U n i t  B  H a m i l t o n

Renovations  .  Consultations  .  Custom Kitchen & Bath
289-214-7316    tracy@liv4design.com    www.liv4design.com

155 Hwy 20 W Fonthill, Ont. • (905) 892-4994 •

130 Thorold Rd, Welland, ON  L3C 3V3
www.thomastv.com  905.788.3221

WE PROVIDE STYLISH HOME  
ENTERTAINMENT FOR YOUR FAMILY

. 50+ Years Serving the Niagara Region .

DESIGN . INSTALLATION . CONSULTATION

HOME THEATREVIDEOAUDIO

905.522.3940
www.antiquesunlocked.com

271 Ottawa Street North, Hamilton ON

Canadian, English & American  
Antique Furniture, Jewelry & Glass

Pieces from the Past The Painted Bench
Shabby & Chic & Everything Neat!

289.389.9281  
208 Ottawa St N, Hamilton 

www.thepaintedbench.ca

• Painted Furniture & Home Decor
• Chalk Paint™ by Annie Sloan
• Miss Mustard Seed Milk Paint 

ONLINE  SHOPPING

We also offer

for all your painting needs

• SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

VISIT OUR 
APPLIANCE 
SHOWROOM

437 Killaly Street East 
PORT COLBORNE L3K 1P7

905•834•9272



SEAN & EDYTA 
RACINE, Owners
A-1 Flooring Canada,  
St. Catharines

What are the perks of being on 
the A-1 team? A-1 Flooring thrives 
on ensuring every member of the 
team has work every day. The only 
way to accomplish this is to ensure 
every job we do is to the best of our 
abilities. The bulk of our business is 
repeat and referral. Without those, 
we likely wouldn’t be here. Our 
success is our customers.

What sets A-1 apart from others 
in the business? We’re part of a 
large cooperative, which ensures 
our buying power is second to 
none. We turn those savings over 
to the client. Quality and service 
are our number one priorities and 
based on the reviews we receive, we 
are right on point.

What’s trending in home flooring 
at the moment? Luxury vinyl 
plank and tile have been hot. It’s a 
great-looking product with wood 
and tile visuals. It’s more scratch- 
and dent-resistant than hardwood 
and you’re able to contour the 
substrate, which leaves soft spots 
compared to laminate. It’s so much 
more comfortable and softer on 
your feet than hardwood, ceramic or 
porcelain tile.

Tell us what you do:  I oversee all facets 
of marketing for Rinaldi Homes, from the 
website and sales materials to social media 
and community events. Within our team, 
I continuously look for opportunities to 
engage everyone and give back with events 
such as the Heart & Stroke Big Bike Ride, 
Kristen French Child Advocacy Centre of 
Niagara Playhouse Build, and the 12 Days of 
Giving program.

How has Rinaldi Homes shaped the 
Niagara community? Rinaldi Homes has 
been building the Niagara lifestyle since 
1955. Our business has grown so much, 
employing and supporting many Niagara 
residents and businesses. We’ve built our 
brand throughout the region, creating 
communities in St. Catharines, Niagara 

Falls, Fonthill, Welland, St. Davids, and 
Thorold. We’ve promoted growth in these 
areas and attracted new homeowners 
from outside Niagara to invest here. We’re 
also big supporters of organizations that 
bring the community together, such as the 
Niagara Ice Dogs and Thorold Blackhawks.

What’s the big trend in homebuilding 
right now? We’re building a lot of 
bungalows. Those downsizing love that 
they can still maintain the same storage 
space with a walk-in pantry or a walk-in 
closet or both. We’re seeing more natural 
materials like repurposed wood, used 
to warm up contemporary and modern 
spaces. Two-toned kitchens and black 
stainless steel appliances are making a big 
statement in the hub of the home.

trending
NOW
STORY TIFFANY MAYER
PHOTOGRAPHY KELLY HORKOFF

DANIELLE RINALDI
Marketing and Business Development Manager
Rinaldi Homes

Continued on page 42

No one knows what’s 
on-trend better 
than Niagara’s pros. 
These three give us 
their insights.
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MANFRED GEHRES 
Audi Brand Specialist

BRIAN MCKILLOP 
Audi Brand Manager

STANLEY LYU 
Audi Brand Specialist
Audi St. Catharines

What do you love most about 
selling Audis? The thing we enjoy 
most about selling Audis is the 
product that we sell and working 
with Audi customers. The new 
generation of Audi automobiles 
is the best ever with the most 
advanced technology and safety 
systems. The cars are safer, lighter 
and handle better and most of 
all, they are amazing to drive. 
Both the Audi customer and the 
Audi designer share a passion for 
craftsmanship, engineering, quality, 
and performance. 

Little known fact about Audi St. 
Catharines? Audi St. Catharines 
has been selling Audis in the Niagara 
region at the Hartzel Road location 
for 44 years and is owned and 
operated by the Zimmermann family.

What’s big in car sales right 
now? The current trend in Audi 
automobiles is the evolution of the 
SUV crossover. The Audi Q lineup 
includes the small and versatile 
Q3, the Q5  SUV with its distinct 
profile, and the all-new Audi Q7 with 
the most progressive technology 
available, such as advanced driver 
safety systems and Audi Connect 
with its smart phone interface.  OH

ANTIQUES
Antiques Unlocked, 39

APPLIANCES
Doug Swartz Appliances, 38
Nickerson Home Appliances, 29, 45

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES,  
STUDIOS & WORKSHOPS
Hamiltons of Pelham, 13
Simply White / Designer’s Workroom, 35

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION
Regional Signal, 25

AUTOMOBILE SALES & SERVICE
Audi St. Catharines, 17
Henley Honda / Subaru of Niagara, 2
Subaru Canada, 7

BUILDERS
Phelps Homes, 27
Rinaldi Homes, 6
Tucker Homes, 48

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
WOODWORKING
Timberwood Custom Kitchens Inc, 23

FABRIC/BEDDING/UPHOLSTERY
Simply White / Designer’s Workroom, 35

FLOORING/TILE/CARPET
A-1 Flooring Canada, 4
Alfieri Floor Experts, 9, 44
Golia Flooring, 27
Lincoln Flooring & Design, 12
Professional Carpet Systems, 35

GARDEN CENTRES/ 
GREENHOUSES/FLORISTS
Vermeer’s Garden Centre &  
 Flower Shop, 38

HOME ACCENTS/HOME DÉCOR/ 
FURNITURE/COLLECTIBLES
Re-fine[d] Paint Co Custom Furniture  
 & Cabinetry Respraying, 38, 44
Simply White / Designer’s Workroom, 35
Stoney Creek Furniture, 11
Ten Thousand Villages, 34
The Furniture Gallery, 45, 47
The Log Cabin Gift Shoppe, 39
The Painted Bench, 39

HOME ENTERTAINMENT
Thomas TV, 39

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
Tucker Homes, 48
Windrush Hill, 16

HOME SECURITY
Regional Signal, 25

INTERIOR DECORATING/ 
INTERIOR DESIGN/STAGING
Elegant Living Decorating, 16
Liv 4 Design, 38, 44
Simply White / Designer’s Workroom, 35

KITCHEN & BATH
Bathworks, 25
Distinctive Designs & Cabinetry Inc., 13
Re-fine[d] Paint Co Custom Furniture  
 & Cabinetry Respraying, 38, 44
Timberwood Custom Kitchens Inc, 23

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/LANDSCAPING/
LAWN & GARDEN
DeKorte’s Landscaping, 17
Tree Amigos Landscaping, 44

LIGHTING
Don’s Light House, 29
Elm Ridge Lighting & Interiors, 16

MOVING & STORAGE
Mountaineer Movers Limited, 38

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
Community Care, 34
Habitat for Humanity, 34
Ten Thousand Villages, 34

OVERHEAD/GARAGE DOORS
Yarnell Overhead Doors, 23

PAINTING & DECORATING
Benjamin Moore Decorating Centres, 38
Colour & Design Center, 16
Re-fine[d] Paint Co Custom Furniture  
 & Cabinetry Respraying, 38, 44
The Paint Can, 9, 44

PLUMBING
Bathworks, 25

REAL ESTATE
Royal Lepage – Cindy Raskob,  
 John Raskob, 3
Royal Lepage – The Roman Grocholsky  
 Team, 5

RUG/CARPET CARE/CLEANING
Professional Carpet Systems, 35

STAIRS/RAILINGS
Amber Stairs & Railings Inc., 23

WINDOW FASHIONS
Benjamin Moore Decorating Centres, 38
Colour & Design Center, 16

WINDOWS & DOORS
Crowland Sash & Frame Ltd., 25

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than 
one heading, please email laurie.lotimer@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 905.527.2425 or 905.516.8933.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/niagara. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.
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 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN THE 
NIAGARA REGION AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

FLOOR EXPERTS 
Alfieri Floor Experts has been 
serving clients in South Niagara 
for all of their flooring needs for 
over 30 years. Since 1985 we have 
helped our clients create the 
home they have always wanted...
from sleek sophistication to 
down home country warmth, we 
are up to the task.

We offer a full service 
experience from expert design 
and product selection advice, 
through accurate and detailed 
free estimates, until final 
installation and completion of 
your project. For those who 
feel handy or adventurous, 
we are happy to provide 
advice and guidance for our 
“Weekend Warrior” clients 
swept up in the DIY revolution. 

If you are looking to find 
what is NEW and HOT in interior 
design and the flooring industry, 
then pop on by and see what 
our expert staff can show you. 
Luxurious carpets, natural 
stones, stunning hardwoods, 
affordable laminate floors; no 
matter what your style or budget 
we can help your house become 
the home you’ve always wanted. 

And since 2002, our sister 
company The Paint Can 
(905.735.1288, thepaintcan.ca)  
has been offering our clients 
expert service and products 
in paint, wallpapers, custom 
stains and all manners of 
custom window-coverings.  
All of this as we strive to 
provide our clients with a  
single stop on the road to 
making their homes beautiful.
905.735.3882
19 Lincoln St, Welland
alfierifloorexperts.ca 
(Please see ad on pg 9)

LIV 4 DESIGN INC.

LIV 4 DESIGN INC. 
“A spectacular makeover of  
our home!” – that reaction 
from a recent client is what 
drives Tracy’s passion for 
design. A passion that shines 
through in every space she 
transforms. “At Liv 4 Design 
we strive to exceed client 
satisfaction. Our goal is always 
for them to feel at home in 
their space by reflecting their 
personalities in the design,” 
said Tracy Clipsham, Founder 
and Principal Designer at  
Liv 4 Design.

Whether you have a vision 
or need inspiration, Liv 4 
Design will work with you to 
turn your dreams for your space 
into a reality from concept to 
execution. That’s where Tracy’s 
16 years of interior design 
experience comes in. Known 
for her ability to transform 
spaces, her eye for colour and 
attention to detail. She has 
built her reputation on projects 
ranging from quick “room lifts” 
to complete back-to-the-studs 
renovations.

Liv 4 Design covers a 
range of design services 
including: colour and design 
consultations, custom kitchen 
and bath, space planning, and 
full renovation designs.

Contact Liv 4 Design to start 
the design process.
Visit houzz.com/pro/liv4-design 
to view some photos of  
recent projects.
liv4design.com
289.214.7316
tracy@liv4design.com 
(Please see ad on pg 38)

THE FURNITURE GALLERY 
The Furniture Gallery has been 
making homes beautiful in southern 
Ontario for over 40 years, inspiring 
clients with some of the most 
unique and exclusive pieces in their 
24,000 square foot showroom.

Contemporary, transitional 
and traditional designs fill the 
showroom floor. Simple and clean 
lines are designed to fit into smaller 
spaces and comfort is the key. 
Simple fabrics on upholstery allow 
for the versatility and longevity on 
your home furnishings. The look 
and feel of your home can change 
seasonally with the addition of 
unique accessories or an unusual 
accent piece.

The Furniture Gallery not only 
offers a wide range of furnishings 
but also the opportunity to work 
with one of their knowledgeable 
designers. They will assist you 
in all facets of your room design 
including floor plans, furniture 
placement and paint selections.

The Furniture Gallery prides 
itself on high quality, brand name 
furniture from both Canada and 
the Unites States. Brand names 
like Canadel, Décor-Rest and 
Palliser are showcased throughout 
the store. Great attention to 
details for over 40 years has 
created a unique and beautiful 
store that can suit every budget. 

Passion, dedication and 
exceptional customer service is 
paramount and it is evidenced 
when you walk through its wide 
front door. Come visit The 
Furniture Gallery and imagine 
the endless possibilities in 
decorating your home.
1.800.680.5553
175 Dieppe Rd, St. Catharines 
furnituregallery.com 
(Please see ad on pg 47)

EDUCATED, EXPERIENCED 
& EXCITED ABOUT 
LANDSCAPES
Does the cold weather have you 
singing the winter blues? Well,  
it shouldn’t! 

The winter months are the 
perfect time to look at your 
landscaping with the absence of 
leaves, making it easier to plan 
(kind of a blank slate).

In our business, it is actually 
one of the best times of year 
to start planning. Once the 
spring weather is upon us, most 
landscaping companies book up 
quickly for the upcoming season.

By getting a head start on 
your upcoming landscaping it 
allows for a seamless project 
once the warm weather hits. 
Our design and estimating 
team can give you the utmost 
attention over the winter months 
so you can properly plan your 
landscape investment.

Tree Amigos Landscaping Inc  
is a full-service landscape design/ 
build company that has all the 
experience needed to install your 
dream space. Some of our areas 
of expertise include:

• Interlocking Paver Driveways,  
 Patios & Walkways

• Front Entrances
• Pool Landscaping
• Garden Design & Installation
• Water Features
• Fire Features
• Natural Stone
• Steps
• Fences, Decks & Pergolas
• Landscape Lighting
• And Many More ….
Make sure to plan ahead and 

call Tree Amigos Landscaping Inc 
and be ready to enjoy your summer.
905.468.9557 | treeamigos.ca

RE-FINE[D] PAINT CO 
CUSTOM FURNITURE & 
CABINETRY RESPRAYING 
Re-fine[d] Paint Co Custom 
Furniture & Cabinetry 
Respraying is a Hamilton 
based custom spraying 
company serving the Golden 
Horseshoe. Re-fine[d] can help 
you revive your kitchen and 
bathroom cabinetry by custom 
spraying your cabinetry and 
frames for a fraction of the 
price of a full renovation. 

Respraying your cabinetry 
offers an affordable solution with 
a custom factory finish look in 
your choice of colours to reflect 
your style and décor. Great 
bones, great layout of space, 
why replace – just “re-fine[d]”. 

We offer different options to 
suit all budgets: in-house spray, 
in-house hand finishes and even 
a DIY package while we spray 
your doors. 

Love that furniture but not 
the finish, we can spray that too! 
Re-fine[d] can custom spray 
your furniture pieces, heirloom 
pieces and found pieces. Behind 
every piece of re-styled furniture, 
whether found or cherished, 
there’s always a ‘re-fine[d]’ story. 

Our professionals use top 
quality products including 
Sherwin Williams and Benjamin 
Moore to ensure the best for 
your cabinetry and furniture 
pieces. We believe in reuse, 
recycle and RE-FINE[D]. 

Get in touch with us to 
discuss your décor ideas and 
projects today!    
refinedpaintco.com 
905.661.9797 
485 Grays Rd, Hamilton 
Be sure to like us on Facebook
(Please see ad on pg 38)

NICKERSON HOME 
APPLIANCES 
Nickerson Home Appliances 
has been serving the Niagara & 
Hamilton Regions since 1945. 
We pride ourselves in being a 
family business that service has 
built one customer at a time. 
Today in its third generation of 
ownership the business remains 
Nickerson owned and operated. 

Over the years Nickerson’s 
has increased the products and 
services we offer. Our extensively 
renovated galleries, spanning 
an entire city block, contain 
modern, innovative, leading 
edge displays featuring ultra 
premium and professional 
brands. Over the years our 
team has developed extensive 
knowledge allowing them 
to advise you on built-in and 
integrated refrigeration as well 
as built-in cooking appliances. 
We have years of experience 
working with the region’s 
top builders, cabinet makers 
and renovators. We truly are 
appliance experts.  

If you are looking for 
inspiration or have never 
experienced our store, we invite 
you to drop in. We are always 
happy to help answer any 
questions you may have. You 
will find that our approach is one 
that’s becoming hard to come 
by these days. That approach 
is low on pressure while high 
on service. Ecstatic customer 
experiences are how new 
customers find our store.
Come see for yourself why 
Nickerson Home Appliances  
has been “A Trusted Name  
Since 1945”, or visit us at  
nickersonappliances.com
(Please see ad on pg 29)

Complete and comprehensive coverage throughout The Niagara Region: 
GRIMSBY, LINCOLN, ST. CATHARINES, NIAGARA FALLS,

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, FONTHILL, WELLAND, FORT ERIE
& THE PORT COLBORNE AREA and all points in between.

Many of our advertisers also have OUR HOMES on display in 
their establishments for you to pick up and enjoy! Look for 

them while visiting all the great places throughout the area!

OUR HOMES is also sent via direct delivery to  
homes in the area; it is also distributed free of  

charge to business leaders throughout the region.

A1 Flooring  166 Bunting Road, St. Catharines

Alfieri Floor Experts  19 Lincoln St, Welland

Aqua-Blue Pools, Spas & Bath Fixtures  633 King St, Welland

Bathworks  443 Eastchester Ave E, St. Catharines

Colour & Design Center  1233 Garrison Rd, Fort Erie

Distinctive Designs & Cabinetry Inc.  120 Dunkirk Rd, St. Catharines

Don’s Light House  296 Lake St, St. Catharines

Golia Flooring  6710 Drummond Rd, Niagara Falls

Habitat for Humanity  150 Bunting Rd St Catharines 
2499 HWY 20 East, Fonthill 

Hamiltons of Pelham  306 Canboro Rd, Ridgeville

Henley Honda  308 Lake St, St. Catharines 
Subaru of Niagara  375 Lake St, St. Catharines

Lincoln Flooring & Design  4514 Ontario St, Beamsville 

Nickerson Home Appliances  50 Russell Ave, St. Catharines 

Rinaldi Homes  Watch for the Open Houses 

Royal LePage  33 Maywood Ave, St. Catharines 
637 Niagara St Unit 2, Welland • 1815 Merrittville Hwy, Fonthill 

and offices throughout the Niagara Region

Simply White  347 Airport Rd, Niagara-On-The-Lake 

Sobeys Stores  Throughout the area 

Stella’s Regional Fireplace Specialists  118 Dunkirk Rd, St. Catharines 

Ten Thousand Villages  7 Clarence St, Port Colborne 

The Furniture Gallery  175 Dieppe Rd (beside Q.E.W.), St. Catharines 

The Paint Can  19 Lincoln St, Welland

Thomas TV  130 Thorold Rd, Welland 

Vermeer’s Garden Centre & Flower Shop  684 S Pelham Rd, Welland

Wright Bros Produce  537 Ontario St, St. Catharines
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BUILDING THE ’BURBS

NIAGARA’SAPPLIANCEWONDERLAND
talking trendsWITH THE PROS

Back toNatureIN PELHAM

ESSENTIALS FOR GATHERINGS

+
You can pick up  
your free copy of
OUR HOMES at the 
following locations:

SOME OF 
THE PLACES
YOU CAN 
FIND US.
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healing

PHOTO: SANDY MACKAY

Recreate this look 
in your own home.

TEXTURAL
1

2

3

4
5

6

7

8

9

10

11
12

1. ARTERIORS: Sabine Floor Lamp  
2. VANGUARD FURNITURE: Ava Side 
Table  3. RENWIL: Stardust Table Lamp  
4. ZODAX: Kyoto Glass Hurricane  
5. CYAN DESIGN: Hopscotch Filler Ball  
6. ZODAX: Equestrian Leather, Glass and 
Brass Hurricane  7. CYAN DESIGN: Mirage 
Tray  8. SAFAVIEH: Antwan Gold Coffee 
Table  9. COLE & SON: Folie Parterre 
Wallpaper in Charcoal  10. VANGUARD 
FURNITURE: Whitaker Sofa  
11. NOURISON: Prairie Area Rug in Silver  
12. WILLIAMS-SONOMA HOME: Woven 
Leather Hide Pillow Cover in Tan  OH

TexturalHealing.indd   2 2016-10-03   9:58 AM

175 Dieppe Rd., (beside Q.E.W.) St. Catharines, 1-800-680-5553
Mon. to Fri. 9:30-5:30, Sat. 10:00-5:00   www.furnituregallery.com

1975 Celebrating 41 Years 2016

FURNITURE GALLERY

From traditional to contemporary, imagine the endless possibilities in decorating your home. 
Come in and experience our newest collections now in our showroom and specially priced.

Discover

TheFurnitureGallery_W16.indd   1 2016-11-15   11:04 AM
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TITLE:

CLIENT:

DATE:

DESIGNER(S):

COMPASS CREATIVE STUDIO INC

201-1040 south service rd

stoney creek, on L8E 6G3

www.compasscreative.ca

TUC_Logo_CMYK_REV

Tucker Homes

August 2015

Jason Bouwman

CMYK

60/60/70/45

0/0/0/0

25/25/40/20

For over 30 years, we’ve been designing and 
building living spaces to perfectly reflect the 
needs and vision of the homeowner.  
We build homes for the life you want to live.

YOUR  
COTTAGE.  
AT HOME.

BUILDING FOR WHERE YOU WANT TO BE 

S E E  T H E  F U L L  H O U S E  A T  T U C K E R H O M E S . C A / V I D E O

CALL US:  9 0 5 . 8 9 2 . 0 9 0 3


