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Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. ‡See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Subaru, Ascent, 
and SUBARU BOXER are registered trademarks. Eyesight® is a registered trademark of Subaru Corporation.

‡®

INTRODUCING MORE SPACE. 
MORE POSSIBILITIES.
MORE FAMILY-SIZED FUN.
ARRIVING SUMMER 2018.

2019

Introducing the all-new, three-row 2019 Subaru Ascent. This mid-size SUV features a 
turbocharged 2.4L SUBARU BOXER engine that creates the power of a 6-cylinder with the effi ciency 
of a 4-cylinder. The groundbreaking Ascent comes standard with an arsenal of advanced safety 
systems, including EyeSight® Driver Assist Technology.  The Subaru Ascent: everything Subaru 
knows about engineering vehicles and everything you’ve always wanted in a three-row, family-sized 
SUV. Visit ontario.subarudealer.ca or your local Subaru Dealer for more information.

SUB1803030 SubaruAscent_Summer2018_OurHomes.indd   1 2018-03-26   3:49 PM

416.255.1177
86 Queen Elizabeth Blvd.

Etobicoke

kennedygal ler ies.com
OPEN Mon-Thur 10-6, Fri 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun Closed



D E S I G N  •  B U I L D  •  C O N S T R U C T I O N  P R O J E C T  M A N A G E M E N T

AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER 2019 MOVE IN:

8000 SF CUSTOM DESIGNED LUXURY ESTATE HOME BUILT ON 20 ACRES WITH HALF KM WINDING DRIVEWAY 
THROUGH FORESTED AREA AND SMALL BRIDGE OVER BROOK. NESTLED ON TOP OF HILLTOP OFFERS PALATIAL 
VIEWS. PRIVACY AS WELL AS COMFORT AS THIS PROPERTY BACKS ON TO THE FAMOUS FOX RUN ESTATES. 

10 MIN TO HWY 401, 30 MIN TO TRI CITY (CANADA’S SILICON VALLEY), 40 MIN TO PEARSON AIRPORT, 
75 MIN TO DOWNTOWN TORONTO.

PLANS ARE BUILDING PERMIT READY. WILL HAPPILY CUSTOMIZE TO SUIT YOUR FAMILY’S WISHES AND NEEDS. 

WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND SPECIFICALLY THE MEDIA AND AWARD PAGES TO VIEW SOME OF 
THE SPECTACULAR HOMES WE HAVE BUILT. 

OFFERED AT $3,588,000



stuvamerica.com

Wood & gas | Stove & fireplace
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NOW OPEN IN MISSISSAUGA AT 220 QUEEN STREET SOUTH, IN THE HEART OF STREETSVILLE

WWW.CCHARM.COM

Bring the natural beauty 
OF THE GREAT OUTDOORS  

INTO YOUR HOME.



W W W. B U D G E T B L I N D S . C O M
*Applies to selected window treatments from Budget Blinds. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. Valid for a limited time, not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Offer good at initial time of estimate only. At 
participating franchises only. ©2018 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand.  Each franchise independently owned and operated.

Want a fresh new look for spring? Call your local, neighborhood experts!

Call now for your free in-home consultation!

Blinds • Shutters • Shades • Drapes • Home Automation

We’re Budget Blinds, and we’re North 
America’s #1 provider of custom window 
coverings. We do it all for you; design, 
measure and install — because we think 
everyone, at every budget, deserves style, 
service, and the peace-of-mind of the best 
warranty in the business. 

Faux Wood Blinds

Save up to 15% 
on select window coverings*

Buy More, Save More

<000-000-0000>
<BudgetBlinds.com>

Buy More, Save More
25-50% Savings

on selected Signature Series Products

Burlington

905-484-3372

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL 10% OFF YOUR ORDER.

*Applies to selected window treatments from Budget Blinds. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. Valid for a limited time, not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Offer good at initial time of estimate only. At 
participating franchises only. ©2018 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand.  Each franchise independently owned and operated.

Want a fresh new look for spring? Call your local, neighborhood experts!

Call now for your free in-home consultation!

Blinds • Shutters • Shades • Drapes • Home Automation

We’re Budget Blinds, and we’re North 
America’s #1 provider of custom window 
coverings. We do it all for you; design, 
measure and install — because we think 
everyone, at every budget, deserves style, 
service, and the peace-of-mind of the best 
warranty in the business. 

Faux Wood Blinds

Save up to 15% 
on select window coverings*

Buy More, Save More

<000-000-0000>
<BudgetBlinds.com>

Brighten up your home this Summer! Call you local, neighborhood experts.
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Visit Our Showroom To See Our 
Stained Fiberglass Doors on Display!

Quality Doors - Since 1993

Do you have a 
fabulous product or  
a gorgeous home 

you would like featured in 
an upcoming issue?

Perhaps you are a local tradesperson 
that provides exceptional service to  
Oakville/Burlington/Mississauga?

We are always on the lookout for great feature homes, 
exceptional tradespeople and local shops to feature.

Give us a call or send us an email.  
We would love to hear from you!
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T: 1.877.600.4840 x1 or 705.445.5065 x200

E: lisa.merrell@ourhomes.ca



PH
O

TO
: L

IS
A

 P
ER

EI
RA

M My husband and I will be married for 20 years this 
coming July. Happy Anniversary to us! I love this region. 
Everything about it is home, and so many places chart the 
path of our lives together. 

We first met at the University of Toronto at Mississauga 
(It will always be Erindale to us!) during Frosh Week. 
Crazy story, but there’s actually a photo of us on the front 
page of The Medium, the school’s newspaper, holding a 
banner during the downtown parade. We hadn’t met yet, 
but there we are, before our story began, already together. 

The store where I bought my red dress is gone, but the 
night he saw me wearing it, he called me his lady in red and 
asked me out. On our first date, we saw The Mask of Zorro at 
the Sussex Centre. If you know Mississauga, you can’t miss 
this pink building! 

There’s Lakeshore Park where I broke his heart when he 
wanted to get serious. It’s also where he gave it back to me 
when I realized the mistake I’d made.

I spent a lot of time lounging at the bar at The Glen Erin 
Inn where Emil worked nights as a waiter, and he’d return 
the favour by taking me for a strawberry Yogen Früz when 
I was working at Donato Salon and Spa. 

There’s Michael’s Back Door where he treated me to a 
romantic dinner, and the Mississauga Canoe Club where 
we learned to paddle together and realized there’s no 
romance when we try to paddle together. 

There’s Erindale Park where we took our fall 
engagement photos, and our home in west Mississauga 

where we spent our first 13 years together. There’s all the 
streets we drove tirelessly when the babes wouldn’t fall 
asleep, and the drive-throughs that served the coffee that 
saved us after those nights.

It’s the patios in Oakville and the walks along the 
lakeshore where we took the time to relax. It’s a life in 
Burlington, where we now call home, even though it first 
felt like we were leaving the metropolis for farmland. Now 
we’ve grown roots and we love everything about it. 

When we pass all the places we’ve been, we retrace 
the steps of our history, and as we retell our stories to our 
children, the memories come burning to life like a vivid 
flame. Everything our region offers is woven into the fabric 
of our family, and as we toast to 20 years, we’re ready for 
the stories that have yet to be written. 

Gina Makkar, Managing Editor
gina.makkar@ourhomes.ca

Follow us      
Subscriptions subscribe@ourhomes.ca 

Get more at ourhomes.caonline

The Makkar family

9 0 5 . 6 3 3 . 8 3 7 0
730 Guelph Line, Unit 1, Burlington

inspiredflooringinc.ca
Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm  •  Saturday 9am to 5pm
After Hours & Sunday: By Appointment

WHY PAY MORE?
Let us inspire you with our quality, 

style and service for less.

12  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 8
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A contemporary colour palette 
is inspired by the natural tones 
of the coast. Story, page 76. 
Photography by Valerie Wilcox.

ON THE COVER

CONTENTS
SUMMER 2018

48

18

LOCAL FEATURES
	 18	 Style Picks Living is easy with our cool 	
		  summer finds for indoors and out.

	 30	 Feature Home A colourful renovation 	
		  makes a Millcroft home come alive.

	 48	 Spotlight Four floors of fabulous finds at 	
		  Oakville’s landmark Swiss Interiors. 

	 54	 Feature Home Remodelling a floorplan 	
		  makes the most of an older footprint.

	 64	 People Boost pride of ownership with 	
		  these trusted local home pros.   

	 76	 Feature Home Calm, coastal colours 	
		  inspire an indoor oasis.

DEPARTMENTS
	 12	 Editor’s Note	

	 16	 Advice Bright Nights 

	 22	 Good Taste Fresh Frosé  

	 24	 Crafty Ideas DIY Tic-Tac-Toe	

	 26	 Decorating Cali Style  	

	 40	 Design Ideas Worth The Splurge 

	 44	 Gardening Stately Structures

	 46	 Cooking At Home Peach Pops

	 52	 Real Estate Renos With Rebates

	 62	 Double Take Bathroom Style

	 74	 Crafty Ideas Picture Perfect Letters

	 86	 Projects Jewelled Jars 

	 88	 Design Ideas Craft Corner

	 92	 Outdoor Living Street Party Savvy

	 94	 Cooking At Home Grilled Cheese Minis

	 96	 Finishing Touch Poolside Play

	 97	 Home Resource Directory

76

3022

mcdadi.com/1267b

NORTH OFFICE:    
905.502.1500

   
SOUTH OFFICE
905.823.1500

DIRECT:   
416.801.2400    
SAM@MCDADI.COM

mcdadi.ca/1268s

mcdadi.ca/2060dmcdadi.ca/5138lmcdadi.ca/451c

mcdadi.ca/4097cmcdadi.ca/4319l

mcdadi.ca/223g

mcdadi.ca/665m

mcdadi.ca/882c

mcdadi.ca/1600hmcdadi.ca/20802s

Approx 7,000 sq ft home situated in a prestigious 
Rattray Marsh location just steps to Lake Ontario.

Waterfront. 4+1 beds. 7 baths. Gourmet kitchen. 
Panoramic views of garden & Lake Ontario.

Gordon Woods. 75 x 442 ft mature ravine lot.  5+1 
bedrooms, 7 baths. Finished basement. In ground pool.   

Brand new approx 6,950 sq ft custom home. Designer 
interior. Gourmet kitchen. Main fl oor master.

Custom built contemporary executive bungalow on 
an incredible 20 acre lot in Flamborough.

5 beds. 6 baths. Clarkson bunglaloft. 1.5 acres. Backs 
onto Rattray Marsh Conservation area. In ground pool

High Park. 3+1 beds. 4 baths. Over 3,300 sq ft of 
living space. Finished basement. Nanny suite. 

90 x 147 ft lot. Approx 6,000 sq ft of space. 4+1 bedrooms, 4 

baths. Finished basement.

Ravine setting. Over $1m spent on upgrades. Approx 
6,500 sq ft of living space. 7 fi replaces. 

5 beds. 6 baths. Luxury contemporary waterfront com-
munity. Luxury fi nishes.

mcdadi.ca/4smcdadi.ca/14s

Ontario, Canada

Sam McDadi 
BSc., M.B.A. 

Sales Representative

Rattray Marsh. Close to the lake. Muskoka like setting. 
5+1 beds. 4 baths. New 600 sq ft addition. 

4 beds. 4 baths. Brand new. Apprx 3,500 sq ft.  Cur-
rently under construction. Tarion Warranty.

3 acre lot backing onto ravine & spring-fed pond. 
Gourmet kitchen. Spacious master.

We are proud 
to have helped 

more than 
10,600 families 

and friends with 
their real estate 
needs, and to 

have sold more 
than $5 billion in 

real estate 
* Based on ReDatum stats plus exclusive, 

builder and non-treb sales and leases, both 
independent and with team, 1988 to present

Sales Representatives: Abraham Azraq, Ahmad Shehab-Eldin, Alvin Tung, Ben Sadeg, Bill McFarland, Bruno Gomes, Ciro Napolitano, Craig Yaffe, Fadi Abou-Chal-
ha, Francis Zuccarelli, Helen O’Brecht, Isaiah Bayley-Hay, James Watt, John Athanasiou, Julie Jones, Kayla Ie, Leanne Binsell, Lisa Lee, Maggie Ribeiro, Marcello 
Marchese, Mark Powell, Marwa Nadr, Maryam Kermani, Marzena Ciecielag, Mase Rasti, Michelle Delemos, Mike Azraq, Mona Azraq, Norm Wilkie, Obie Khwaja, 
RJ Shahi, Roman Damavandi, Sam McDadi, Sara Azraq, Sean Johnny, Shannon Bowen, Tom Gusić, Tracy Nguyen, Vinci Leong, Zaheer Shaw, Zareer Divecha. 
Brokers: Ashkan Khaleghi, Harry Nanda, Jim Yurchuk, Leonard Howell, Sabrina Nagar.

$6,888,000 $6,000,000 $4,988,800

$4,788,000 $4,388,000 $3,988,000

$2,495,000

$2,388,000 $1,888,000

$1,825,000 $1,785,000

$2,488,000

$1,650,000

4 beds. 5 baths. Rural setting. Gourmet kitchen. 2-storey 
great room. Formal dining room. In-ground pool.

mcdadi.ca/16h

Port Credit. 4+2 beds. 9 baths. Steps to the lake, 
marina & waterfront trails. 

$3,700,000

mcdadi.ca/1165g

Lorne Park. Custom. Deep 79.25 x 274.83 ft lot. 
Meticulously crafted. Finished bsmt w/walk up. 

$3,300,000
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Hire a qualified electrician. 
Outdoor lighting requires 
special attention and fixtures 
can be located in hard-to-reach 
places. You only want to do this 
once, safely and according to 
the Ontario Building Code.

Buy quality, long-lasting finishes. 
Quality housing protects the light and is 
more resistant to the elements, so fixtures last longer with little 
to no maintenance.

Colour temperature. Do you want cool or warm light? Selecting 
the correct lamp can dramatically change the look and feel of 
your outdoor space. 

HOW MUCH IS TOO MUCH? 
Be kind to the night sky and your neighbours by directing lights 
downward, use low glare fixtures and place motion sensors on 
essential outdoor lamps. Turn lights off when not in use.

NEW, NOTABLE & SOMETHING SPECIAL
Today’s technology lets you have more fun outdoors both 
night and day, with clever and charming items such as: 

Portable LED lanterns with wireless speakers. 
Great for condos and other areas where no 
electrical outlets are available. The Uma Sound 
Lantern by Design Within Reach (DWR) has a 
dimmable light with a speaker.

Chandeliers for that extra bit of panache. Feiss 
makes an explosive orb chandelier that adds 
elegance to any outdoor dining area.

Mobile lighting in the form of wireless globes, 
cube tables and other pieces of furniture. They 
are cordless and rechargeable with a colour 
rotation to suit your mood or occasion. 
DWR makes a variety of globes that 
are waterproof and glow in a variety 
of colours.

String lights in a variety of shapes and 
sizes and price points set a festive mood 
for patios and balconies.

LED candles come pretty close to the 
real thing.

P.S. PREPARE FOR WINTER
I know it’s summer, but don’t forget to prepare for winter. Check 
bulbs and replace them with LED bulbs, clean fixtures and 
adjust timers. You can still enjoy the winter landscapes while 
cosy inside.

Now, you have everything you need to get your exterior glowing 
and enjoy your fabulous soirées.  OH

First impressions matter, 
whether it’s a single family 
bungalow or a condominium 
building. Outdoor lighting can 
improve curb appeal, welcome 
you home and make you feel 
safe and secure. 

Because lighting choices and 
applications are limitless, you 
need a well-thought-out plan 
to help beautify your outdoor 
living space. 

LIGHTING STRATEGY
What is your outdoor 
personality? To determine 
that, you’ll need to ask:

What do I love most about my 
yard, patio or balcony?

When and how will I be using 
my outdoor space?

When and where is security 
lighting most important?

Do I need help? Can a 
professional help me achieve 
my objectives? 

Lighting up your yard, garden, 
deck or patio is a great way 
to extend the square footage 
of your living space. It adds 
ambience to your home, 
promotes enjoyment and 
maximizes your entertainment 
space, adding to your 
personal style, comfort and 
convenience. 

Strategic placement of 
fixtures can enhance the 
architecture and the use 
of your space. Here are 
some options:

Up-lighting – lights from below 
to create a focal point in the 
landscape 

Wall washing – general 
illumination

Silhouetting – dramatizes an 
interesting shaped object 

Step lighting – illuminates 
stairways and walkways 

Path lighting – enhances 
landscaping elements such 
as flower beds, shrubbery 
and borders while safely 
illuminating pathways 

Deck and patio lighting 
– provides safety and 
accent lighting 

BEFORE YOU INVEST
What you need to know 
before purchasing 
and installing outdoor 
light fixtures:

Not all light fixtures can be 
used outdoors. Check the 
safety rating for damp or wet 
locations. 

Interior Designer Dolores Pian shares her ideas.

NIGHT 
LIGHTS

FEISS: Ledgend LED Outdoor Sconce

FEISS: Hilo 12-Light 
Outdoor Chandelier

DWR: Ball Portable 
LED Lamp

DWR: Uma 
Sound Lantern

Advice_NightLights.indd   gutter 2018-04-25   4:48 PM

cboytos@cogeco.ca cathyboytos.ca
O: (905) 825-7777; C: (416) 846-8909

CONTACT CATHY IF YOU WANT  
TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR HOME!

Cathy is an Award Winning 
Sales Representative –  

Top 5% in Canada*

1163 Westhaven, Burlington

5 BEDROOM/5 BATH ON HUGE LOT!  
2507 Sunnyhurst Close, River Oaks, Oakville

*of the Royal LePage Residential Sales Force in Canada.

RENOVATED FROM TOP TO BOTTOM 
CONDO T.H.  
B-43 Chester St, River Oaks, Oakville

JUST 
LISTED!

JUST 
LISTED
& JUST 
SOLD!

JUST 
LISTED!

Cathy Boytos Sales Representative

RLP_BoytosSum18.indd   2 2018-05-31   8:36 AM

Roofing and Home  
Renovations
With over 28 years experience providing quality 
roofing in Toronto, Mississauga, Etobicoke and the 
Greater Toronto Area, Let It Rain ensures your roof 
will withstand the harsh GTA climate. 

We provide roofing and home renovation services  
to homeowners, architects and builders.

✔ Complete Roofing Systems

✔ Skylights, Sun Tunnels

✔ Eavestroughs, Soffit and Fascia

✔ Roof Repairs

✔ Home Renovations from Top to Bottom

letitrain.ca
Phone 1-877-686-7246 for a  

FREE ESTIMATE
16  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 8
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Easy Living

2 	 INSPIRED FLOORING

Tile
Add texture and dimension to 
walls and floors. Available in a 
variety of patterns and finishes, 
whether you’re looking for 
something modern, transitional  
or timeless.  

730 Guelph Line, Unit 1, Burlington 
905.633.8370 | inspiredflooringinc.com

1 	 WATTS CURRENT

Vortex Ceiling Fan
Powered by an efficient DC motor, 
this fan runs on stealth mode day 
and night. The only sound you’ll 
hear is the whisper of air. Use with 
the Modern Forms app. Integrates 
with smart home devices. 

1001 Lakeshore Rd. E., Mississauga 
905.271.9288 | wattscurrent.com

3 	 KENNEDY GALLERIES

Sofa 
Built to last, this sofa is crafted 
with a durable frame and custom 
upholstery. Simple lines and 
tapered legs are complemented 
with round box border pillows  
for contrast. 

86 Queen Elizabeth Blvd., Etobicoke 
416.255.1177 | kennedygalleries.com

5 	 COUNTRY CHARM

Table
This Spanish River Table is 
made with maple and sits on 
a unique, metal trestle base. 
Hand-crafted from solid wood, 
old world craftsmanship meets 
contemporary design. 

220 Queen St. S., Mississauga 
905.542.9333 | ccharm.com

4 	 IMPERIAL RUG GALLERIES

Area Rug
Hand knotted from India, this 
vibrant rug is crafted with a blend of 
silk and wool. A beautiful fusion of 
colours and timeless design make it 
a versatile piece. 

346 Lakeshore Rd. E., Oakville | 905.845.1305 
232 King St. E.,Toronto | 416.777.0304 
imperialrug.ca

6 	 RIVERCROFT INTERIORS 

Home Inspiration
If you’re looking for something 
interesting, beautiful and unique, 
step into the barn at Rivercroft 
Interiors. From furnishings to 
accents, there’s something  
for everyone. 

885 Lower Base Line W., Milton 
416.804.8738 | rivercroft.ca

Continued on page 20

PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

This summer, the living is easy with 
our hot picks for indoors and out.  

2

1

3

5

4

6
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7 	 UNITED LUMBER HOME HARDWARE

Outdoor Rug
Tie your outdoor space together with an area 
rug. Great for the deck or patio, this durable 
material is treated to resist fading. Choose 
from a variety of eye-catching patterns. 

333 Guelph St., Georgetown 
905.873.8007 | unitedlumber.ca 

8  	 BUDGET BLINDS OF BURLINGTON 

Dual Shades
Dual shades operate like a roller shade, with 
the flexibility of a louvered blind. Perfect for 
patio doors, and available as single width 
blinds or as a two-on-one for convenient 
operation. Light filtering fabrics provide privacy 
while letting in natural light.

Burlington | 905.484.3372 
budgetblinds.com/burlington

9  	 SHOP THE SHED

Planters
Discover the Garden Girls collection of 
hand-potted succulents and custom outdoor 
seasonal arrangements. Add some colour and 
a touch of nature to your home or office today.

647.492.7433 | shoptheshed.ca  OH

8

7

9

LIVIA DRENNAN | INTERIOR DESIGN offers a variety of services, from room re-design, 
decorating and colour consulting, to entire home design. A member of the Decorators 
& Designers Association of Canada and a True Colour Expert™, Livia takes pride in 
creating amazing spaces that WOW, by designing the best possible harmonious use of 
space for people to enjoy. Authenticity, beauty and trust are words she stands by.
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INGREDIENTS
Makes 4 to 6 servings

5 cups watermelon, 
cubed and frozen

½ cup 
granulated sugar 

½ cup water 

1 750ml bottle 
of rosé wine

½ cup vodka 

Fresh mint

DIRECTIONS

Core and cube a large 
watermelon. Place cubes on a 
baking sheet and freeze.

Meanwhile, combine sugar and 
water in a saucepan. Simmer 
until sugar is dissolved, creating 
a simple syrup.

Just before serving, add all 
ingredients to a blender, adding 
½ cup of wine at a time. Pulse 
until smooth. Garnish with mint 
and serve. 

If you’re strapped for time, 
make frosé ahead of time and 
store in the freezer until ready to 
serve.  OH

watermelon
FROSÉ

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

The frosé (rhymes with okay) is the 
hottest drink of summer. This wine-
based frozen slushie gets its flavour 
from watermelon, the season’s 
most popular fruit. Perfect for the 
patio or around the pool.

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

WatermelonFrose.indd   1 1/2pg 2018-05-07   2:41 PM

Sotheby’s International Realty Canada, Brokerage. Independently Owned and Operated.
Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. Broker**

VIEW MORE LISTINGS
MEGANMCLEOD.COM

4 beds plus 
bunkie & boathouse | 389 ft 
1.72 acres | West exposure.

4 beds | 5200 sf 
Timberframe plus Guest House 
204 ft | 5 acres | Large estate 
property.

$3,450,000

$2,395,000

$3,295,000

VACATION HOME! STUNNING SUNSETS

3 beds | 3,304 sf 
Backs onto 8th hole of
Deerhurst Highlands Golf Course.

$1,050,000

LUXURY GOLF HOME WITH POOL

MUSKOKA CHARM! LARGE LAKE!

777 ft of shore-
line! 7,930 sf | 4 beds | 5 baths 
On water’s edge | Sits on 3.72 
acres w/sunsets! 

$3,399,000

LARGE FRONTAGE - DESIGNER HOME

4 bed cottage. 
South exposure | Towering 
trees with generous 225 ft 
frontage | 1.2 acres & bunkie!

Selling
Muskoka
Cottages

for
18 years!

Megan is a local sales profes-
sional with a wealth of knowl-
edge of the Muskoka market. 
With her bond in the local 
community, she will give you 
the assistance, knowledge and 
advice you need to market your 
property around the world.

Selling Muskoka
Cottages for 18 years!

Sotheby's_TOR&OAK_ESUM18.indd   1 2018-05-17   2:25 PM
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Play Pieces 
10 small flat stones 

Acrylic paint (in colours 
noted below)

Fine paintbrush

Mod Podge

Black marker

NATURAL 

Using white paint, mark five 
stones with an X and five 
with an O. When dry, coat 
with Mod Podge to seal.

BUGS

Paint five stones red and 
five yellow.

When dry, on red stones 
using black, paint each 
end, and a stripe down the 
middle and add spots.

On yellow stones using 
black, paint stripes around 
the stone and a wider stripe 
at one end for a head.

When dry, add two white 
dots for eyes on all stones. 

Coat with Mod 
Podge to seal.

Drawstring Bag 
Material, six-inches wide by 24-inches 
long (we used burlap ribbon and fabric)

Ribbon, 2 lengths, 18-inches each

Thread (we matched our material)

Scissors

Safety pin or bobby pin

To stitch a channel for the drawstring, fold 
3-inches in from each end of the material. 
Stitch two seams at each end, at 1-inch 
and 2-inches from the folds.

Fold material in half, right side in. Stitch 
each edge with a ¼-inch seam, stop 
2 inches from the top of the bag to 
leave the stitched channels open. Turn 
right side out.

Attach the first ribbon to a safety pin or 
bobby pin and thread it between the 
stitched channel on the front of the bag 
and out, then thread back through the 
channel on the back. Knot the ends of the 
ribbon together to make a loop. Repeat 
with second ribbon, starting from the 
opposite channel opening. You should be 
able to pull the knotted ribbons and draw 
in both sides of your bag.

Using a black marker, draw a grid on the 
drawstring bag with two vertical lines and 
two horizontal lines as your game board.  OH

24”

12” 3”3”

Fold

EdgeEdge

EdgeEdge

Fold

Channel stitch lines

Stitch ¼” seams, stopping 
at channel stich line.

Thread ribbons in opposite 
directions through both 

sides of the bag and tie off.

Fold
in half

6”

TIC
TAC
TOEto go

PROJECT DAWN MCCONNELL
PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

THIS GO-ANYWHERE TIC-TAC-TOE GAME IS
IDEAL FOR A RAINY DAY AT THE COTTAGE,
GAME NIGHT OR A DAY AT THE BEACH.

Natural

Bugs

TicTacToe_ToGo.indd   DPS 2018-04-25   4:51 PM
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T
PALETTE
To create this look in your 
own home, begin with a soft, 
neutral backdrop in a muted 
palette of whites and ivories for 
walls and ceilings to make the 
space feel bright, fresh and airy. 
Try Benjamin Moore’s Steam 
(AF-15),  White Down (CC-50) 
or Deep In Thought (AF-30). 
A plaster finish would be a 
welcome, warm element that 
references the Spanish influence 
of the Adobe architectural style. 

TEXTURE
Add in layers of natural textures 
such as heavy sisal and jute 
with softer elements such as a 
light cotton Turkish throw and 
breezy linen draperies. Natural, 
wire brushed and white-washed 
woods, worn leather, wrought 
iron and many handmade artisan 
elements such as woven baskets 
and imperfect pottery are also 
common design details. 

Bohemian touches like 
patterned tiles and textiles 
such as vintage Moroccan rugs, 
Turkish kilims, Navajo weaving 
or African mud cloth can add 
a focal statement piece while 
anchoring the space with a 
splash of colour and another 
layer of visual interest. 

California has always 
been trending in 
the world of design, 
but the coveted 
west-coast style is 
having a moment.

The interior of a California home reflects 
a certain reverence for the vast and 
diverse landscapes found within the 
state, which include the redwood forests, 
cliffs along the Pacific Ocean, countless 
sandy beaches, Red Rock Canyon, Joshua 
Tree National Park in the Mojave Desert 
or Lake Tahoe – just to name a few. The 
connection to the outdoors is a central 
tenet in creating a space that aligns with 
the style of the Golden State. 

With approximately 300 days of 
sunshine, Californians are well known 
for enjoying the out-of-doors and are 
recognized for being early adopters 
of sustainable initiatives and organic 
lifestyles. This connection to the 
landscape means that interior living 
environments often naturally extend to 
terraces and spaces that meld the worlds 
of indoor and outdoor living. 

Inspired and influenced by the 
landscape, California style can be 
described as casual, relaxed and organic 
while also reflecting a deliberate less-is-
more approach to obtain a look of curated 
minimalism. However, this simplistic 
approach is combined with the thoughtful 
layering of textures and a keen attention 
to natural and artificial lighting, which 
creates a warm and inviting space. 

GOLDEN 
STATE style
STORY TAMARISK MCNALTY STEPHENS
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Steam White 
Down

Deep In 
Thought

GoldenStateStyle.indd   2 2018-04-25   5:33 PM

Continued on page 28

Reno IQ will help you find the right 
contractor for your project.

Don’t Start Your Renovation 
Without The Right Information. 

What’s Your Renovation IQ?

Contractor Comparison & Selection • Contractor Referrals • Estimate Comparison • Renovation Consultation • Home Buyer Consultations

905.332.3744  |  www.RenoIQ.ca  |  info@RenoIQ.ca  |  Social Media @RenoIQ
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FURNISHINGS
Another common design 
statement is created by 
carefully selecting furniture 
that is practical in nature and 
beautifully simple in form. As a 
mecca of mid-century modern 
design, the influence of this 
movement is evident in the clean 
lines and modern forms that 
have become synonymous with 
Californian style (think Palm 
Springs, home to Modernism 
Week, which is devoted to 
celebrating and fostering an 
appreciation for mid-century 
design and architecture.)

GREENERY
Bring the natural 
world indoors with 
lots of greenery through 
house plants. Try 
an oversize fig tree, 
a rubber tree, which 
are surprisingly easy 
to care for, cacti, or 
native botanicals to add 
the fresh feeling of Mother 
Nature in your living space. 
Integrating natural elements 
such as driftwood and other 
treasures found along the shore 
is another common way to 
accessorize the home. 

WALL ART
Art that is simple in form 
and appropriately scaled 
in tones reminiscent of 
the sand, ocean and desert 
landscapes complete the 
look. Adorn the walls with 
simple line drawings, textural 
woven wall hangings or 
paintings of native plants and 
animals to create a design 
aesthetic consistent with 
California style.  OH

1. CB2: Love One Another Natural Pendant Light  2. TONIC LIVING: 
Mali Mud Cloth, Inked Pillow  3. TONIC LIVING: Turkish Towel – The 
Soho in Stone  4. PADDYWAX: 8oz Urban Candle in Tobacco + Patchouli  
5. TONIC LIVING: Hand Woven Baskets  6. CRATE AND BARREL: Large 
Botanica Vase  7. OLIVER WOOD DESIGNS: Large Distressed Stump 
Side Table  8. JAIPUR LIVING: Anatolia Ottoman Rug in Smoke Blue 
and Pelican  9. ABBOTT: Leafy Palm in Pot  10. CRATE AND BARREL: 
Manzanita Branch  11. DÉCORS VÉRONNEAU: Artificial 5-foot Traveller 
Palm  12. RENWIL: Force Wall Décor  13. RENWIL: Flint Framed Prints  
14. CB2: Kathleen Framed Print by Leslee Mitchell 15. RENWIL: Bratley 
Woolen Handwoven Wall Hanging  16. MOOOI: Zio Buffet  17. CRATE 
AND BARREL: Spoke Marble End Table  18. STYLUS: Naples Accent Chair  
19. CB2: Cacti Glow Brass Table Lamp  20. CB2: Moon 2-Piece Pearl Sofa

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

GoldenStateStyle.indd   3 2018-04-25   5:35 PM

Electronic solutions designed to simplify your life.

WHOLE HOME AUTOMATION |  HOME THEATRES |  SOUND SYSTEMS 

LIGHTING |  WINDOW TREATMENTS |  SECURITY

Village Square, Downtown Burlington  

905.639.9972   |   pmwyre.com

599 Third Line   |   Oakville, Ontario    |   905-827-4611   |   www.oakvillekitchencentre.com28  |  ourhomes   S U M M E R  2 0 1 8
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A BURLINGTON HOME
SEES HAPPIER DAYS WITH
ELEGANT UPDATES AND
COLOURFUL ADDITIONS.
Continued on page 32

Happy TO SEE YOU
STORY CATALINA MARGULIS
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

Often a more 
formal space in a 
home, this living 
room is playful and 
springs to life with 
colours and textures.
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Continued on page 34

The switch to brighter tones 
leaves the dining room awash 
with light. TOP RIGHT: Vibrant 
pops of colour are used 
throughout the main floor.

RIGHT: The colour 
palette flows from 
the living room to 
the dining room. 
BELOW: A small 
entryway can have 
big impact. Here, 
pretty tile paired 
with simple seating 
and a mirror 
complete the space.

AA casual evening with pals turned into a 
dream come true for Sabah Ahmed when she 
enlisted the help of designer friend Trisha 
Ross of Trisha Ross Interiors to update her 
2,800 sq. ft. home.

“It was early last year,” recalls Sabah. 
“Trish is a friend of mine, so I asked her to 
come in for a paint consult. She came in with 
samples one night and we talked about what 
we could do in terms of brightening things up. 
She had amazing ideas that got us all excited. 
Everything happened very quickly after that. 
She brought in her contractor, he gave us 
quotes, and here we are, a year later, enjoying 
this beautiful house.”

Located in Burlington’s prestigious 
Millcroft neighbourhood, Sabah and her 
family (husband Shaun Rath, daughters Safiya, 
8, and Adeena, 7) have lived in their home 
for over five years. “There’s a community feel 
to the neighbourhood. It’s well established, 
with a good school, and the lot sizes are 
bigger,” says Sabah. 

While the family loved the neighbourhood 
and bigger footprint, they never liked the 
house’s darker palette and features, and 
Sabah found the interior landscape dark and 
unappealing. “When we first moved in, I loved 
the layout, but everything was very dark – dark 
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floors, dark kitchen cabinetry, dark paint. It was always in my mind to 
brighten it up; it just didn’t fit our family and our style,” she says.

Enter Trisha, who set to work brightening the space and increasing 
the flow of natural light. To start, she tackled the foyer. “Previously 
it had doors on it, so we opened it up to increase natural light in the 
entryway,” Trisha says.

“I needed the house to be bright, and wanted it more modern and 
more contemporary,” adds Sabah. “I wanted a nice happy feeling when 
you walked in. Trisha came up with the exact same vision I had in my 
mind. It’s fabulous.”

The entire home was repainted and floors were refinished in a 
lighter, brown-grey stain. In the kitchen, a tile floor was replaced with 
a hardwood floor that matched the rest of the house for a seamless look, 
while a plank-style tile from Eden Tile-It was installed in a chevron 
pattern in the entrance and laundry room.

The kitchen cabinetry was in good condition, so Trisha had it 
painted. Quartz counters were installed by Aussie Stone, and a new 
faucet, hardware, sink and backsplash were added. Curtains from 
Fabricland impart a fun pop of colour to the neutral space.

“What I love about Trisha is that she worked with what we have 
Continued on page 36

LEFT: The main floor hallway 
now transitions beautifully 
to the adjoining mudroom. 
BELOW: Consistent colours 
and finishes create a seamless 
flow from room to room. 
BOTTOM: Friendship turned 
into a great partnership 
between designer Trisha Ross 
and homeowner Sabah Ahmed.

and was able to change our home in such a dramatic fashion without 
changing things structurally,” says Sabah. “She told us to keep our 
existing furniture and she got finishing touches – she changed out all 
the pillows and got new artwork for the living and dining room.”

“Not everything has to be ripped out,” says Trisha. “It’s about 
bringing out the best in a home, as well as adding new things.”

Likewise, Trisha kept the powder room vanity but had it sprayed 
“greige” by The Bradburn Group. “By changing the colour palette on 
the vanity, it toned down the yellowness coming through the counter,” 
says Trisha, who also added a new faucet, lighting and floor tile. 

The dated kitchen cabinets 
received a facelift. New 
quartz counters and 
backsplash give the 
makeover finesse. 
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“The powder room floor looks like wood 
but it’s not. Little things that Trisha put in are 
so cool and unique,” says Sabah.

Electrical work in the home was done by 
Dias & Sons Electric Inc. Lighting from 
Home Lighting and new furnishings were 
added throughout. The front living room 
lightens things up with colourful artwork 
from Celadon and mirrored coffee tables. In 
the family room, a bright red sofa is upstaged 
by an even more colourful ottoman from 
UpCountry. A gallery wall of family photos 
adds to the fun, playful feel of the room.

The laundry room also got an update. “It 
previously had a door and was closed off. We 
blew it open and repeated the chevron tile 
from the entrance, as well as building all new 
custom cabinetry. We brought in lockers for 
backpacks and added a bench with custom 
cubbies,” says Trisha.

While Trisha used a light touch on the 
rest of the home, the master bathroom was 
“completely gutted,” she says. 

“The highlight for me is the master bath,” 
says Sabah, “I wanted it to be calm, to have a 
serene feeling, and be a private little oasis, and 

Continued on page 38

“The powder room floor looks 
like wood but it’s not. Little 
things that Trisha put in are so 
cool and unique.” 

Colour and pattern 
take centre stage in the 
functional yet playful family 
room. BELOW LEFT: The 
original powder room 
vanity was given new 
life with paint.

www.tileit.ca 

4060 Fairview Street
Burlington

905.632.8066

3727 Hwy # 6
Mount Hope

905.679.5669

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

416.951.5427
www.DIASANDSONS.ca

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY!

PROUDLY PARTNERED WITH

www.keystonehomedesigns.com
NEW - ADDITIONS - RENOS - 3D RENDERINGS
Providing unique, functional and beautiful home designs since 2003

INFO@KEYSTONEHOMEDESIGNS.COM
905.616.2221

bermanstairs.com   905.646.7329
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Trisha did exactly that. Before the reno, it was all shiny and black. The 
shower was like a coffin. It doesn’t look like the same room at all.”

In addition to a new vanity, mirrors, tub and large-format, marble-
style ceramic tile, Trisha increased the shower size. Wallpaper with 
a whimsical branch design from Katie’s Wallpaper appears along 
one wall, while custom artwork was ordered from Celadon. “It’s 
photography printed on acrylic, which is good for moist areas like 
bathrooms,” says Trisha.

“What also made a huge difference was changing all the lighting 
throughout the house,” says Sabah. “There’s a flow now. The lighting is 
all similar, modern, with clean lines. It catches people’s eyes when they 
walk in the house.”

The result is nothing less than stunning, as the homeowners would 
agree. “When I walk in, it makes me feel happy,” concludes Sabah. “All 
those little things have totally changed the look of the house. It’s bright 
now and fun and sunny. Happy is what I think of when I look at it.”  OH

TOP: The wallpaper’s delicate design gives the 
master bath its spa feel. LEFT: Photography printed 
on acrylic adds a dramatic touch. ABOVE: The reno 
made room for a larger, brighter shower space.  

Trisha Murray Ross 
Principal Designer

Trisha Ross Interiors 
Turn-key renovations in Burlington, Oakville and surrounding areas.

c: 905 220 5391  
trisha@trisharossinteriors.com  /  trisharossinteriors.com

Follow my work! Facebook  /  Instagram

“From renovation planning and concept development to selecting beautiful finishes and furnishings; 
experience a designer-led renovation with Trisha Ross Interiors. Do it once, do it well, love your home.” 

~ Trisha Murray Ross, Principal Designer 
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A STATEMENT CHANDELIER
Individual pendant lights may not be worth 
moving from home to home, but a grand 
chandelier is forever. Plus, it can be enjoyed 
from all angles and makes a natural focal 
point, so it’s worth investing a bit to get 
something that stands up to all the extra 
attention. For the best long-term investment, 
choose a handcrafted one-of-a-kind piece, or 
look for a style that has lasted for at least 15 
years (such as a French mid-century period 
crystal chandelier), to avoid passing fads.

LOOK FOR: Honest finishes like smoked 
glass or bronze, rather than faux finishes 
like gold-plate.

TIP: Choose one with an adjustable cord 
or chain, so it can be rehung in a taller or 
lower space later.

A ROOM-MAKING RUG
While too often rugs end up being an 
afterthought, if chosen properly they will and 
should anchor and elevate the look of an entire 
room. Rugs can also last for generations, if 
selected in a quality material, tight weave and 
a timeless style. Traditionally, patterned rugs 
can feel very hip and trendy when mixed with 
contrasting styles of furnishings, but you also 
know they’ll stand the test of time, as these 
styles have already endured for centuries. Just 
expect to pay as much for a long-lasting rug 
as you would a good sofa, and in some cases, 
depending on size, even more.

LOOK FOR: Wool in a tight weave.

TIP: Bend the rug on a diagonal to 
make sure there isn’t excess empty 
space between the rows of fibres for soil 
to gather.

Splurge
WORTHY

STORY YANIC SIMARD

We know some things we shop for will 
be a passing fancy – like a “millennial 
pink” pillow or a glitzy brass bauble. 
However, some pieces in your home 
should absolutely be approached as 
an investment, and if chosen well can 
become a true heirloom, weathering 
decades of use and shifts in style.

THE RUG COMPANY: Amritsar 403

ARTERIORS: 
Hammond Chandelier

CIRCA LIGHTING: 
Sanger Small Chandelier

SplurgeWorthy.indd   2 2018-05-07   2:08 PM

Continued on page 42

L I F E T I M E

SUNROOMS

Visit our website to enter 
for a chance to win a
$25,000 Home Reno!

LifestyleHomeProducts.ca/oh-offer
Call today for your free, no obligation estimate: 1-800-465-0593

Factory Direct
Summer Savings Event

*Some conditions apply. Contact us for details.

As Ontario’s leading sunroom manufacturer, 
we’re offering 50% OFF* the installation 
cost of your custom-built Lifestyle™ 
sunroom – an average savings of $1,500. 

SAVE ON LIFETIME METAL ROOFING
Need a new roof instead?  GET 50% OFF* 
the installation cost of Lifetime metal roofing 
shingles – an average savings of $750. 

SAVE 50%
COSTSON INSTALLATION

LHP_OurHomes_Barrie_May2018_v2.indd   1 2018-05-10   10:56 AM
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A STRONG BUT SOFT 
LEATHER SOFA
A good sofa needs to do a lot: be comfortable, 
look good, survive spills and indulge naps. 
This is definitely not a place to cut corners in 
any home. A quality leather sofa in a natural, 
supple material, will only grow more beautiful 
with age as the material develops a patina 
over decades of use. The best thing about a 
comfortable sofa? It can start as the central 
feature of your first home, and eventually move 
to a den or study in a future space – but you’ll 
always have that one place you love to lounge.

LOOK FOR: Timeless natural shades like 
tan or soft grey.

TIP: Choose a simple and understated 
style that’s truly comfortable, and then 
customize with beautiful one-of-a-kind 
vintage pillows. Think Hermès scarves 
turned into pillows.

AN ORNATE MIRROR
Like Modern? New Traditionalist? Art Deco? 
No matter your preference, you can find a 
beautiful mirror that adds style to your walls, 
while also being functional and doubling the 
visual size of a room. Ultimately while the 
frame will add flair, it’s a quality piece of glass 
that will make a true heirloom, so look for one 
without the subtle ripples and warps that you 
often find in flimsier mirrors.

LOOK FOR: Clear, flawless glass.

TIP: A traditional mirrored frame 
with bevels and facets will be the 
most timeless.

A PAIR OF CHAIRS
Whether you host massive family gatherings or 
intimate dinners, every home probably needs 
at least two great one-of-a-kind vintage chairs. 
While mixing and contrasting your furniture 
gives great creative results, having at least one 
matching pair gives lots of options: they can 
be part of a living room set, serve as end chairs 
anchoring a dining table, or be broken up to 
give differing rooms a sense of continuity.

LOOK FOR: Sturdy construction – good 
bones can be reupholstered later.

TIP: Seek out reputable manufacturers 
that have perfected just a few classic 
models over years, as these are proven to 
stand the test of time.  OH

THE ART SHOPPE: Velvet Bergère Chair

RESTORATION HARDWARE: 
Louis Philippe Gilt Lener Mirror

THE ART SHOPPE: 
Nero Mirror

LIGNE ROSET: Nils Sofa

TRIBUTE GOODS: 
“Fleur de Montagne” 
Hermès Silk Scarf Pillow

TRIBUTE GOODS: “Galop Chromatique” 
Hermès Silk Scarf Pillow

TRIBUTE GOODS: “Marcelina” Plum 
Hermès Silk Scarf Pillow

TRIBUTE GOODS: “Marcelina” Gray 
Hermès Silk Scarf Pillow

SplurgeWorthy.indd   3 2018-05-07   2:09 PM

Cornerstone has offered Rowe and Robin Bruce sofas for many years, and they continue to be 
favourites of our customers. The variety of configurations and styles, plus the options of fabrics 
provide the ultimate customization. Many floor models are ready to be seen in our Toronto and 
Cambridge showrooms. We have the largest selection of sofas in Ontario; beautiful styles in 
many sizes that are perfect for your home, and more affordable than you expected.

TORONTO
2886 Dundas Street West  T 416 767 8170

CAMBRIDGE
90 Main Street  T 519 740 9991

cornerstonefurniture.ca /CornerstoneHome /CSHome

25 years 
in business

Items shown in photos may not be available. Check in-store for a huge selection of unique pieces.

CORNERSTONE’S
SUMMER SOFA SALE

Save up to 35% all in-stock 
Rowe and Robin Bruce sofas

Cornerstone-Our-Homes-June-2018-fullpage copy.pdf   1   2018-05-31   12:37 PM
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Arbour: An arbour is similar to a pergola, 
but on a smaller scale. Both arbours and 
pergolas can provide support for climbing 
plants, adding a lovely lush effect. 
Arbours can frame a view when placed 
alone or added in succession to provide a 
gorgeous tunnel effect. 

Pavilion: A pavilion is an open-air structure 
with a solid roof. They generally don’t have 
walls but are sometimes enclosed on one 
or two sides for privacy or wind shelter. A 
wonderful function of having a solid roof is 
that these spaces are protected from the 
elements so there’s no need to store outdoor 
cushions or apply furniture coverings. These 
spaces are ideal as outdoor living rooms 
complete with plush sofas, toss pillows and, 
of course, a freestanding fireplace.

Gazebo: Similar to a pavilion and 
offering many of the same functional 
benefits, a gazebo has a solid roof and no 
walls but with one key difference – they 
are always octagonal in shape. These fit in 
well to country settings but in a modern 
application they often look awkward. 

TIP: Sometimes prefabricated metal and 
cloth canopy structures (typically sold by big 
box stores) are also called gazebos. Though 
these are tempting because of their price 
point, they are a temporary solution and will 
require frequent replacement. 

Greenhouse: Perhaps these buildings 
are self-explanatory but couldn’t you just 
imagine a gorgeous glass greenhouse 
in your backyard filled with lavish plants 
and a swanky little seating set ready for 
afternoon tea or an evening glass of vino? 
As these are prefabricated, there is no 
need for architectural design, though 
proper placement is crucial. Buyers 
beware – permits may also apply!

Though a landscape designer can provide 
concept plan and inspirational photos as the 
starting point for outdoor structure design, 
most will require a technical draftsman to 
blend detailing with local building code 
requirements. This can be accomplished 

through some combination of a Landscape 
Architect/Engineer/Builder/Architectural 
Technologist. Designing an outdoor structure 
is a process and a specialty field – larger 
structures will require building permits and 
zoning permissions. 

As the illustrious Benjamin Franklin 
once said, “The bitterness of poor quality 
remains long after the sweetness of low price 
is forgotten.” The application of this phrase to 
outbuilding construction is no exception. Be 
forewarned – great tradespeople are in short 
supply and many good builders are already 
fully booked a whole year in advance. Take 
your time to find the construction company 
that’s right for you and be prepared to wait for 
the perfect end result.  OH

Melanie is a landscape designer and a certified 
horticulturalist.

Not only do garden structures provide functional requirements 
such as shade, shelter and privacy, they also enhance the 
landscape by adding opportunity to express one’s individual 
personality and style. 

Garden structures have countless uses – anything from 
saunas and yoga rooms to complete outdoor kitchens with 
fireplaces, pizza ovens and home theatres. They also come 
in many different shapes, forms and combinations. Let’s 
take a closer look.

Cabana: A cabana (sometimes called a pool house) is 
basically a miniature house that usually shares architectural 
style with the existing home. They typically hold the pool 
equipment and have plumbing, electrical and fixtures just 
like any house, and can serve a multitude of functions 
in the backyard. Pool houses are the epitome of luxury 
and can even be equipped with glass walls and pocket 
doors that can open up fully for the summer months. 
They sometimes are designed with a pavilion or pergola 
attached to create a unique structure that maximizes 
outdoor living space.

Pergola: A pergola is an outdoor structure that consists 
of posts or columns and an open “roofing” grid of beams 
and rafters. Often rustic and made of wood (though 
sometimes modern and metal) these offer aesthetic value 
and a feeling of walls and ceiling. They provide some 
sun protection by way of light filtration but not any real 
protection from rain and other adverse weather. An option 
is to build it with a louvered cover system that can open 
and shut as needed, offering maximum versatility. They can 
be freestanding or attached to the home, depending on 
the structure and rooflines with pillars added to the posts if 
appropriate for the space. 

SHELTER
give me

STORY MELANIE REKOLA

The addition of a fabulous outdoor structure 
enhances a backyard garden by providing 
an architectural destination to enjoy with 
family and friends. Garden structures firmly 
underpin and contrast the relaxed shapes of 
plants, thus providing valuable focal points.

Get more gardening at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/outdooronline

GiveMeShelter.indd   DPS 2018-04-25   5:15 PM
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PEACH &
COCONUTcaramel

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

This yummy frozen treat is full 
of sweet, fresh peaches and 
coconut. These home-made 
popsicles make a healthy and 
wholesome dessert.

PEACH MIXTURE
2 large or 3 medium peaches

1 Tbsp honey

1 tsp cinnamon

Dice peaches and add to 
saucepan with honey and 
cinnamon. Heat until soft, then 
set aside to cool. 

COCONUT 
CARAMEL 
1 can (14 oz) full fat 
coconut milk 

½ cup coconut sugar 

¼ cup honey 

1 Tbsp coconut oil 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

Sea salt 

Combine coconut milk, coconut 
sugar and honey in a saucepan 
and heat over medium.

Cook for 10-15 minutes or until 
thickened.

Remove from heat and add 
coconut oil, vanilla and a pinch 
of sea salt.

Set aside to cool. 

COCONUT MILK 
MIXTURE
1 can (14 oz) coconut milk

1 Tbsp honey

Mix together coconut milk 
and 1 tablespoon of honey, 
set aside. 

TO ASSEMBLE
Using popsicle moulds, spoon 
in peach mixture then coconut 
caramel until each mould is 
half full.

Top up each mould with coconut 
milk mixture.

Place popsicle sticks in the 
middle of each mould.

Release any air bubbles in the 
moulds by gently moving the 
popsicle sticks.

Freeze until firm.  OH

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

PeachAndCoconutCaramelPopsicles.indd   1 1/2pg 2018-04-23   9:55 AM

905.844.3530
217 Lakeshore Rd. E., Oakville

www.swissinteriors.com

Proudly Supporting Canadian Manufacturers
Four Floors of Furniture

Custom Made Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • Closet Systems 
Entertainment Units • Basement Renovations • Full Renovations & More!

Create Your Dream Look
100% Canadian Made Cabinetry • Quality Craftsmanship

25+ Years Experience • Visit Our 6,000 sq.ft. Design Centre 

Call us for a FREE in home Consultation.

905.844.3332
Units 2-3, 333 Wyecroft Rd., Oakville

www.aromakitchens.ca | info@aromakitchens.ca

PROUD NOMINEE OF THE 2015 OAKVILLE AWARDS FOR BUSINESS EXCELLENCE
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THE PLACE: Swiss Interiors opened 

in Oakville in 1953, the same year Ford 

Motor Company arrived in town. The 

original owners, Sam and Betty Muller, 

came from Switzerland, hence the name. 

However, most of the furniture is designed 

and manufactured in Canada. “This 

means materials and processes are of a 

higher quality,” says Carol Vesters, Sam 

and Betty’s daughter, who now owns the 

store with husband Rick.

THE STYLE: Swiss Interiors is an anomaly 

in an era of online shopping. “Online 

sales are not for us,” says Carol. “We insist 

that furniture is something you need to 

see up close, feel and try.” The store is still 

socially savvy, with a thriving Facebook 

and Instagram presence. See something 

you like? Check out the website for more 

detailed specs. To help imagine how 

items will look in a home setting, the 

store is staged with four floors of intimate 

vignettes. Customers are pleasantly 

surprised by the selection of home décor 

on display. 

WHAT’S ON-TREND: “Clean lines, 

neutral palettes, furniture groupings with 

splashes of bright colour supplied through 

artwork and accessories are on-trend,” 

says Carol. At one time, everything was 

sold in sets – coffee tables with matching 

end tables, sofas with matching love 

seats and chairs, even bedroom suites. 

Today, design leans to the eclectic, 

mixing individual pieces and styles. 

“Interior spaces have become far more 

interesting,” says Carol. “It’s also more 

difficult to get it right – more reason to 

STORY  
JOYCE TURNER-GIONET 
PHOTOGRAPHY  
JASON HARTOG

have the help of professionals like the staff 

at Swiss Interiors,” she adds. 

POPULAR PICKS: Mid-century modern 

design took hold a few years back and 

according to Carol, shows no sign of 

letting up. Perhaps because it’s a classic, 

versatile style and the size of pieces 

complement today’s smaller spaces. 

Whatever your style, this downtown 

Oakville mainstay has you covered. 

Carol’s final words? “Many people 

think downtown Oakville equates with 

expensive, but they’re happy to discover 

that from traditional to transitional, we 

offer a huge selection of fine-quality 

furniture that is competitively priced.” 

WHERE: 217 Lakeshore Rd. E., Oakville 

905.844.3530 | swissinteriors.com  OH

LANDMARK
AN OAKVILLE
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PLANNING A RENOVATION? YOU MIGHT QUALIFY
FOR A REBATE OR GRANT FROM ONE OF THESE
ONTARIO PROGRAMS.

GREEN ONTARIO FUND
The aim of this Ontario program is to reduce 
energy consumption and fight climate change. 
It offers all residents living in townhomes, 
detached or semi-detached homes renovation 
discounts of up to $20,000. Money is available 
for renovations and improvements, including 
replacing air-source heat pumps, installing 
high-performance windows and adding 
insulation and a home geothermal system.

Ontario condo owners can use the 
rebate for installing smart thermostats or 
upgrading air conditioning systems and 
electric appliances.

Using the program website, applicants can 
find a participating contractor in their area, 
who will submit the application for the client, 
including all necessary documentation, and 
install energy efficient products in the house.

A rebate cheque will be sent to the client 
once the work has been completed and proof 
of purchase has been submitted.

Applications are accepted on a rolling 
basis, starting at the beginning of the year. 
More information is available at greenon.ca. 

ONTARIO HOME ENERGY 
CONSERVATION INCENTIVE 
PROGRAM
Conserve energy and save some money. If you 
are planning a renovation, this program is for 
you. But don’t start your renovation until you 
pre-qualify for the program, which includes a 
mandatory energy assessment. 

Union Gas and Enbridge deliver this 
program for their customers in partnership 
with the Ontario government and Save On 
Energy. Homeowners can get up to $5,000 
back by installing two or more eligible 

measures. Some of the energy assessment 
costs will be reimbursed.

Homeowners can use an online 
tool at ohecip.ca to find a participating 
energy advisor to help complete the 
application and project.

ONTARIO RENOVATES 
PROGRAM
This program offers seniors and others funding 
for urgent repairs, such as roofing, structural 
plumbing, septic systems and fire safety. Money 
is also available for accessibility modifications, 
such as ramps, handrails and chair and bath 
lifts for persons with disabilities and seniors to 
allow them to “age in place.”

Counties and municipalities that 
participate in the Investment in Affordable 
Housing for Ontario program deliver the 
funding to its residents. Funding comes from 
the federal and provincial governments. 

Check with your municipality for the 
status of the program in your area. 

HOME AND VEHICLE 
MODIFICATION PROGRAM 
Established by the Ontario Ministry 
of Community and Social Services 
and offered through the March 
of Dimes Canada, this 
program provides 
funding for basic 
home and/or vehicle 
modifications for 
Ontarians with 
impairment, enabling 
them to continue living in their 
homes, avoid job loss and participate 
in their communities.

Applicants must be permanent Ontario 
residents and have an impairment caused 
by bodily injury, birth defect or illness that 
is ongoing and/or recurring and is expected 
to last one year or more. Applicants must 
demonstrate that the impairment impedes 
mobility and results in substantial restriction 
in activities of daily living.

The program provides up to $15,000 
lifetime maximum for home modifications, 
and/or up to $15,000 every 10 years for 
vehicle modifications.

Other eligibility criteria are available on 
March of Dimes’ website at marchofdimes.ca.

HOME ADAPTATIONS FOR 
SENIORS’ INDEPENDENCE (HASI) 
PROGRAM ON-RESERVE
Aboriginal Peoples living on-reserve can 
apply to receive a loan of up to $10,000, which 
can be forgiven if the occupant continues 
to live in the residence for six months after 
the modifications.

On-reserve seniors in northern or 
remote areas may receive an additional 25 
per cent in funding. Eligibility states that 
on-reserve applicants must be 65 or older, be 
experiencing difficulty with daily activities 
due to aging, and have a total household 
income at or below a specified limit.

The loan money should be directed toward 
adaptations, such as handrails, easy-to-reach 
work and storage areas in the kitchen, and 
walk-in showers with grab bars.

MUNICIPAL PROGRAMS
Many municipalities offer grants and 
incentives for first-time homebuyers and 
for homeowners who are improving their 
secondary (granny) suites. 

Contact your municipality for 
information.  OH

RENO 
INCENTIVES

STORY MEHREEN SHAHID
ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

green energy
  rebates

ren ovat ion 
pr ograms

RenoIncentives.indd   2 2018-04-23   10:23 AM
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LEFT: Custom built-ins and contemporary furnishings give the dining 
room a stately feel. BELOW: The entrance received an update with 
new modern doors.

STORY  
GINA MAKKAR 
PHOTOGRAPHY  
JASON HARTOG

When Norma and Dan were transferred 
to Toronto from Calgary almost 
20 years ago, they chose a stately, 
two-storey red brick beauty in Lorne 
Park to call home. 

They loved the location, but the home was in need of a few updates. 
“There was a huge wall, and my husband said then ‘that’s the first thing 
that needs to go,’ ” says Norma. “We moved in the summer, and I love to 
garden, so when it finally came time to discuss taking down the wall, 
he had changed his mind and it was a no. Everyone said it had to come 
down, but my husband dug his heels in. From then on I teased him that 
if he goes before me, my last words to him would be ‘and the wall is 
coming down.’ Then, one day, he just blew me over when he said ‘Okay 
Norma, here’s your budget. Take the wall down.’ ” Continued on page 56Comes Tumbling Down

THE WALL
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The couple had worked with Jackie Connolly of Parsons 
Interiors on a previous living room project, where she blended the old 
with the new, incorporating modern elements with vintage pieces that 
had been kept in the family for years. “We reupholstered a lot of pieces 
that are heritage pieces that are important to Norma,” says Jackie. 

A wingback chair with curved legs was given new life with 
contemporary striped fabric. “It’s sentimental to me,” says Norma. 
“It was my grandmother’s. She was married in 1913, and it was given 
to her by her Sunday school class. It’s the most comfortable chair in 
the world.” New rugs and artwork were added to complement the 
more contemporary stylings. From there, the redesign continued into 
the dining room.

French doors that once enclosed the space were removed to 
create an open flow between the living and dining rooms. Where the 
typical dining suite and hutch once stood, Jackie designed beautiful 
built-ins. Glass doors with a simple mullion detail add elegance. A 
wood ledge that runs the length of the built-in was stained to match 
the new dining table, tying them together. Cream chairs and a luxe, 
glimmering chandelier that Jackie sourced from Concept Lighting 
completes the space. 

When Norma got the green light to remove the wall between the 
kitchen and family room, she called on Jackie, who brought Marquis 
Estates Ltd. on board to handle the construction. “We clicked with 
Marquis right away,” says Norma. “They are an absolutely amazing 
company to work with.” Continued on page 58

Jackie’s attention to 
detail resulted in beautiful 
sightlines from the kitchen 
to the dining room.

Designer Jackie C onnol ly 
of Parsons Interiors took the 
family’s wish list and brought the 
renovation to life. 

OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Opening the walls created a better flow from kitchen to 
family room. TOP RIGHT: The powder room was relocated and updated with fine 
finishes. BOTTOM: Old and new blend seamlessly in the family room. 
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The original floor plan included two sets of sliding patio doors, one 
in the kitchen and the other in the family room. The doors in the family 
room were removed and a window was added. The kitchen patio doors 
were swapped for larger, nine-foot sliders. The entryway between the 
kitchen and the family room was opened up, and the kitchen made 
larger. The powder room, once tucked in the centre of the home, was 
relocated to the front entry and made pretty with marble floors in a 
chevron pattern and a vanity with brushed nickel cup pulls.

In the kitchen, fresh white shaker-style cabinetry with a bevelled 
edge takes centre stage. A stacked stone backsplash adds dimension. 
Integrated appliances sourced by Jackie from Appliance Canada are 
beautiful and functional. Two islands allow for plenty of work space 
and multiple areas to spread out when the couple entertains. The 
dark finish on the second island helps to delineate the kitchen from 
the family room.

In the family room, the carpet, chosen at an earlier stage, was a 
starting point for the redesign. “This carpet was one of the original 
carpets, and it was customized for Norma,” says Jackie. “We picked 
all the wool swatches and had it designed to coordinate with other 
things she had.” The newer pillows and drapes were carefully selected, 
drawing on hints of the existing colour scheme to blend seamlessly. 

A sectional was chosen for its simple, clean lines and treated to 
Crypton fabric, sure to withstand almost anything that’s thrown at it. 
Norma’s love of doors was incorporated in the artwork hanging above 
the seating area. Crushed red velvet chairs that were once in Norma’s 
parent’s home, were updated with silky fabric in a crosshatch design. 

Continued on page 60

A glass enclosed shower 
brings in light. OPPOSITE, 
TOP LEFT: The family can 
dine al fresco just steps 
from their kitchen door. 
TOP RIGHT: The tub’s 
streamlined shape makes 
good use of the corner. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Some 
of Norma’s much-loved 
pieces were incorporated 
with newer additions. 
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The front entry of the home was also 
given new life. A single door with sidelights 
was removed, and larger double doors with 
glass panels were added. The area is now 
flooded with light. 

In the upper level, the renovation 
continues. The flooring was stained to 
match the newer flooring throughout the 
rest of the home.

In the second bathroom, an awkward 
pony wall that jutted into the space was 
removed. A freestanding tub and his-and-hers 
sinks were added. 

The master en suite was also reconfigured. 
Separate Jack-and-Jill sinks on opposite sides 
of the room were removed. The standard 
corner tub was traded in favour of a soaker 
tub. A makeup vanity was added, and one of 
Norma’s much loved chairs was reupholstered 
to match its new surroundings. The total 
effect is Zen and tranquil. 

Norma says from start to finish, Jackie was 
a partner every step of the way. “Jackie and I 
did it together. The beauty of Jackie is that she 
can read a customer’s taste instantly, but she 
never imposes her taste or what she thinks. 
If she thought I was straying too far off the 
beaten path, she’d kind of pull me back. She 
was a great guide.” With Jackie’s keen eye and 
attention to detail, she was able to create a 
space that the couple love to come home to.  OH

Norma’s vision for a tranquil master retreat 
was realized with the addition of a makeup 
vanity and fresh white finishes. 

The master en 
suite was also 
reconfigured – 
the total effect is 
Zen and tranquil.

“Changing your house into a home”

25-2861 Sherwood Heights Drive
Oakville ON L6J 7K1

info@parsonsinteriors.com
www.parsonsinteriors.com

Visit Our Design & Decorating Showroom

Please Call For An Appointment

905.632.6600
pooldoctors.ca

DESIGN • BUILD • LANDSCAPE 
POOL OPENINGS / CLOSINGS 
REPAIRS / UPGRADES
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1. HINKLEY: Academy Pendant Light  
2. ART MAISON: 39x39 Painting Stripes  
3. RIOBEL: Momenti Floor-Mount Tub 
Filler with Hand Shower in Brushed Nickel  
4. MAAX: Louie 5829 Soaker Bathtub 
in White  5. RENWIL: Birman Mirror  
6. CUTLER KITCHEN & BATH: Urban 
Collection Vanity in Daybreak  7. RIOBEL: 
Momenti 8” Lavatory Faucet in Brushed 
Nickel  8. CIOT: Statuary White Glazed 
Porcelain Tile  9. BENJAMIN MOORE: 
Paint in Simply White (2143-70)  OH

Recreate this look in 
your own home.
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Fine Oak Things Showroom:
43 Main Street South, Campbellville, Milton ON • 905.854.0649

(South of the 401 on Guelph Line)

Create Your Look With Multiple Colour Options

Limited Lifetime Warranty

RecycledPatio.com

Perfect for Your Family Gatherings

FineOakThings.com 12 Theodore drive, Mississauga, oN L5M 1e4
905-566-9072

iNfo@ThegaTTigroupcorp.coM
www.ThegaTTigroupcorp.coM

From Design to Execution... contact us for a consultation

cusToM BuiLders • reNovaTors
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SHOP-THE-SHED-AD-5.pdf   1   2018-05-22   1:51 PM

705.351.2114 • theblindspot.ca • andrew@theblindspot.ca

Offering a wide selection of the finest blinds, shutters and  
shades from a variety of designer brands, custom-made in  

Canada, to suit your home and your budget!  
Serving the Collingwood, Wasaga Beach, Barrie,  

Halton Region and Mississauga areas.
  

Book your free in-home design consultation & estimate today!

Beautiful window treatments

30-60%
OFF!

Summer     Special!

Call for details.
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SAGE ADVICE
Our pros share must-know advice for homeowners. PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG 

KEN LONG
Reno IQ

What is Reno IQ? Reno IQ is a renovation 
consulting company working directly 
with homeowners to help select the right 
contractor for their project, compare estimates 
and educate homeowners on the renovation 
process. As a former contractor with over 12 
years of experience in renovations, I’m now 
providing homeowners with the knowledge to 
renovate smarter.

How much does Reno IQ cost? We have 
several packages to suit each client’s needs. 
Starting at $249.99, the cost is typically less 
than one per cent of your budget and will help 
you avoid making costly mistakes in  
your renovation.

Why would I use Reno IQ? Reno IQ will 
help compare contractors, their estimates, 
review change orders to ensure additional 
work suggested by the contractor is 
necessary and be on your side to help answer 
any questions the homeowner may have 
throughout the project. I want to grow your 
renovation IQ and save you money.

DIANE MACKAY & 
BRITTANY NAGY
Rivercroft Interiors

Tell us about Rivercroft 
Interiors:?Rivercroft is a family business 
specializing in full home renovations and 
interior design. We provide our clients with 
a start-to-finish detailed spec on completing 
their space. 

What makes Rivercroft unique? Here at 
Rivercroft we custom make all our tables and 
wood products. Our custom sofas and chairs 
are all made in Canada. We also have amazing 
unique products from all over the world. We 
have doors from Egypt, pillows and lighting 
from Indonesia, wood dough bowls from Italy. 
Blankets, linens and candles are all custom 
made from our local artisans. 

What’s new in the barn? We are excited to 
be opening new locations that we can’t wait 
to share. For more information about how 
Rivercroft can help you turn your house into a 
home call or email us. Don’t forget to like us on 
Facebook and Instagram for all the new and 
exciting things happening with Rivercroft. 

Continued on page 66
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CHRISTIANE ALLEN 
LEVESQUE & BRUNO 
LEVESQUE  
Let It Rain Roofing & Home 
Renovations

Tell us about your company: A full-service 
roofing and renovation company, we do 
all types of roofing, ventilation upgrades, 
insulation, eavestroughs, skylights, roof 
repairs and custom sheet metal work. Our 
home renovation division does fences, decks, 
aluminum railings, carpentry, sheds, pergolas, 
painting, bathroom renovations, flooring, 
tiling, exhaust vents and more.

What makes your company unique? We’ve 
been around for 29 years, which is awesome 
considering most roofing companies go 
bankrupt within two years. We have a solid 
reputation for our knowledge, quality of 
work, service and the best warranty in the 
business. We are a select shingle master with 
CertainTeed, and only two per cent of roofers 
qualify for this service credential. We are 
certified skylight installers with Velux Canada 
and members of Renomark. 

Advice to customers? Homeowners should 
ensure the contractor they hire is certified 
with a manufacturer, has insurance, WSIB 
and an actual place of business. Beware of 
low prices and cash deals. A cash job means 
no shingle warranty from the manufacturer 
or contractor. If you think professional is 
expensive, wait until you try an amateur. 

Continued on page 68
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What does Pool Doctors offer? Pool Doctors specializes in custom residential pool 
construction and landscaping. We create designs to fit any space. Our on-staff design team 
works with clients to capture every item on their outdoor wish list. We are experts in steel and 
vinyl, fibreglass or concrete pool construction methods, and offer industry-leading landscape 
installation methods to create the outdoor oasis our clients demand. With the utmost attention 
to detail from the planning stage to installation and aftercare, we are the premier solution for 
those looking to turn their backyard into the ultimate staycation paradise. 

How do you help clients determine what they should include in projects? We listen 
to our clients to make each project special and unique. We offer an extensive photo catalogue 
of previous projects for our clients to browse, our on-staff design team works with clients 
to capture every detail, including 3D renderings allowing us to truly bring our clients’ 
vision to reality. Once the planning is done and it’s time to break ground, we are in constant 
communication throughout the implementation phase, often making on-site changes to 
accommodate the wants and needs of the client as we believe that building one’s dream backyard 
is a fluid process and creativity doesn’t end at the design phase. 

Why use Pool Doctors? Pool Doctors has created a unique and unmatched client experience 
while the project is underway. We put the client in direct communication with all levels of 
management in the company so when our clients ask for something, it gets done. We believe that 
most people only complete projects of this scale once in their lives and we strive to make the 
experience one they will surely remember.

JON DE VERA, 
BRANDON COOK & 
TERENCE O’BRIEN
Pool Doctors
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What kind of experience can a client 
expect at Paragon Kitchens? From the 
moment you step into our showroom, it’s 
evident that the Paragon experience offers 
something more. Our design process is 
tailored to truly understand your needs, while 
challenging your expectations, to provide a 
layout that not only excites and wows, but 
is a joy to cook and entertain in. The Paragon 
design team guides you through all the 
elements that need to come together when 
executing a main floor or kitchen renovation. 

We showcase our concepts to you with 
fully realized colour renderings to help you 
visualize your completed space before the 
renovation even begins.

Tell us about your service and warranty: 
The Paragon experience is capped with our 
dedicated team of on-staff installers, who 
finish your fine custom cabinetry with the 
same care and precision we took during the 
design process. Finally, our lifetime warranty 
is our guarantee that our superior client 
experience will last for many years to come!

AILEEN BROWN, 
BLAIR LASBY & 
MICHELLE LAMBERT 
SALES AND DESIGN TEAM
Paragon Kitchens

Continued on page 70

We are kitchen obsessed!
paragonkitchens.com
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Continued on page 72

ARMEN J. TOOTIKIAN &   
HAIG TOOTIKIAN JR.
Imperial Rug Galleries

Tell us about Imperial Rug Galleries: Family-
owned and operated in North America since 
1901, the Tootikian family has been selling and 
servicing hand-knotted rugs in Oakville for 38 
years now. Most of Oakville may be familiar 
with our Uncle, Bob Tootikian. We personally 
travel overseas to select the rugs we bring to 
our showrooms. Our main focus is on selecting 
hand-knotted rugs with exceptional wools and 
silks that are very durable.

What’s trending? There’s still a big push 
towards modern rugs with some vibrant accent 
colours. We are seeing a small resurgence in 
Persian rugs that are either geometric in design 
or shows its age and has some worn out areas.

What should clients consider when 
choosing a rug? Quality of wools and dyes 
are extremely important in determining the 
durability of a hand-knotted rug. It is best to 
stick with natural wool and real silk, which will 
make cleaning very easy over time.

www.unitedlumber.ca
Barrie

705.726.8132
520 Bayfield St. N.

 

Bolton
905.857.6970
12833 Hwy 50 S.

 

Georgetown
905.873.8007

333 Guelph St.
 

United Truss – Innisfil
705.436.3425
3325 Thomas St.

The Home You Always Wanted, The Way You Want It.

Discover The Experience
Making the experience of building 
the custom home or cottage of your 
dreams easy, affordable, and enjoyable.

we love beautiful,
healthy trees.

The preservation of trees improves not only our
 quality of life, but also the lives of generations to come. 

Preserve trees - Improve life.

pruning  |  tree & shrub fertilization  |  organic plant health care  |

  dynamic support systems  |  insect & disease monitoring & treatment  |  

hazardous limb & tree removal  |  arborist reports for pre & post construction  | 

arborwood.ca
1.888.721.8882  |  905.681.9933

cerTified arborisTs
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SANDY BAYLEY, ROB MILENKOVIC, LEANNE SIMON,  
MAURICE FLIGHT & KEITH BOKOWSKI
United Lumber Home Hardware

What does United Lumber offer? As a Home Hardware Building Centre, United Lumber carries 
a wide range of products from everyday building materials for any size job to anything you may need 
to make your house a home. We are geared for both the contractor and the homeowner from our large 
lumber department to housewares and a full seasonal department. Our philosophy is to carry what 
people need and have the ability to source the more obscure items.

Why should customers work with United Lumber? The shortest answer is customer service. At 
United Lumber, we pride ourselves on our ability to answer the tough questions. We approach our 
customers instead of the customer having to seek us out. It is very important to us to give each customer 
our full attention and it is this that keeps customers coming back.

What’s new in store? K-cups, home décor and giftware items, Titan Railing and Fusion Stone.  OH

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

1.800.461.5567
tileinfo@steeltile.com

SAME NAME • SAME LOCATION
Come Explore the Benefits & Discover the Lifelong Durability 

of a Steel Tile Metal Roofing System!
A LIFETIME OF PROTECTION FOR YOUR BIGGEST INVESTMENT

Family Run Company For Over 30 Years!

3487 Thomas St., Innisfil 
Showroom Open to the Public: Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm

www.steel t i le .com

We are known to be passionate about the products we sell, 
innovative about the designs we create and obsessed with 

the small details of every job we are involved in.

6649 Regional Road 25, Milton, ON L9T 9G5

DESIGNED WITH PASSION • BUILT WITH PRIDE

Tiles, stone, stone veneer, hardwood, laminate, vinyl, 
carpet, granite & quartz countertops, kitchens & bathrooms 

remodelling, additions and custom home builds.

S U M M E R  2 0 1 8

ourhomes.ca/oakville

invest in
SPLURGE WORTHY 

DÉCOR

Cool
WATERMELON 

FROSÉ

Light
YOUR  

NIGHT

+
WEST COAST 

STYLING

GARDEN 

STRUCTURES

TROPICAL 

POOL PARTY  

3HOMESfafabulous

SUBSCRIBE

Now receive OUR HOMES premium local 
magazines directly in your mailbox! 

*$2655
+HST

4 ISSUES PER YEAR

1-YEAR RATE PER REGION
*US subscribers add $10.00 CDN*Foreign subscribers     add $30.00 CDN

CHOOSE YOUR REGION(S) & SUBSCRIBE TODAY:
subscribe@ourhomes.ca | 705.445.5065 x200

celebrating life at home

OUR HOMES publishes 14 regional magazines 
quarterly. View them all online at ourhomes.ca!

Planning a  
wedding?

Expecting or  
had a baby?

Moving or new  
to the community?

Welcome
To The Neighbourhood!

ALL THE VISITS ARE FREE
NO OBLIGATION 

COMPLIMENTS OF LOCAL BUSINESSES

Bringing Local Community Information & Gifts
Welcome Wagon offers part-time career opportunities in your community.

Visit our website to register 
www.welcomewagon.ca
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MATERIALS 

Black foam core board 
(or purchase a large 
letter from your local 
craft store)

Paper letter pattern 
(your design)

Pencil

Utility knife

Mod Podge

Paintbrush

Photocopied pictures 
in black and white or 
full colour 

Scissors

Picture hanger

HOW-TO

Lay letter pattern on foam-core 
board, trace around pattern with 
pencil. Using a utility knife, cut 
out design. 

Using Mod Podge, paint small 
areas on design surface and 
start laying down photos. Paint 
one coat of Mod Podge over 
the adhered photos as you 
go. Continue until entire letter 
is covered.

Trim away overhanging bits of 
photo. Finish with two coats of 
Mod Podge.

Attach a picture hanger on 
the back. 

TIP: If using a store-bought 
letter, you may want to paint 
around the outside edges 
before attaching photos.  OH

PHOTO
LETTERS
CREATE A MEMORY BOARD FOR
YOUR KIDS OR CELEBRATE A SPECIAL
OCCASION OR MILESTONE FOR
SOMEONE SPECIAL. IT’S EASY AND FUN.

Discover more DIY projects 
at ourhomes.ca/mag/createonline

PROJECT DAWN MCCONNELL
PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

PhotoLetters.indd   2 2018-04-23   10:20 AM

BRICK & STONE 
RESTORATION 

NEW MASONRY 
CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 
AND AGRICULTURAL 
CONSTRUCTION

SERVING WELLINGTON COUNTY & 
SURROUNDING AREAS

CELL
519.878.1757
OFFICE
519.848.3102

culprestorations.ca

W E  M A K E  Y O U R  A R T  L O O K  G R E A T !

3 5 1 4  M A I N WAY,  B U R L I N G T O N ,  O N

Over 25 Years of
100% Custom, Quality, 

On-site Service
www.gocaveart.com

905.333.5616
info@gocaveart.comPICTURE FRAMING & 

QUALITY PLAQUE MOUNTS
PICTURE FRAMING & 

QUALITY PLAQUE MOUNTS

Give your business the benefit of premium exposure and connect, 
like never before, to our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Lisa Merrell 
T: 1.877.600.4840 x1 or 705.445.5065 x200 

E: lisa.merrell@ourhomes.ca

Any regular priced  
merchandise 

15%Off

Receive

Mon-Fri 9 to 6  
Sat 8 to 5 • Sun 12 to 5

HOME FURNITURE
1421 KING STREET NORTH
DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS
(519) 664-3301

homefurniture.ca

Visit our Furniture Clearance Centre

Appliances excluded.  
Mention you saw this ad  
in OUR HOMES Magazine  
Expires August 1st, 2018.
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SHOULD I STAY OR SHOULD I GO? THAT’S OFTEN THE QUESTION
PARENTS FACE WHEN THE KIDS ARE GROWN AND THEY’RE
LOOKING AROUND THEIR SPACIOUS, LIVED-IN FAMILY
HOME. FOR TRISH AND DON KNOX AND THEIR OAKVILLE
HOME, THE ANSWER WAS A DEFINITIVE STAY, BUT...  Continued on page 78 

The front room 
makeover 
brightened 
the room, and 
colour was 
incorporated by 
adding various 
hues, including 
a bright yet still 
tranquil blue. 

THE RIGHT

STUFF
STORY CATALINA MARGULIS  |   PHOTOGRAPHY VALERIE WILCOX
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Beautiful blue was used in the family room to echo the backyard pool. A floor-to-
ceiling tiled fireplace surround provides dimension and a beautiful focal point.

W“We’d been here 15 years and we liked the size of the house and the 
proximity to the trails and everything Oakville offers in terms of 
lifestyle,” says Trish. And yet, in order to stay and be happy, they knew 
the home would need to undergo some major updates.

“We said, let’s make a commitment to a renovation that won’t date, 
that has the look we’re looking for, with quality materials, and that will 
allow us to stay in the house for 20 more years,” says Don.

With their three daughters grown and out of the house, the couple 
decided the timing was right to tackle a redesign. They brought in 
designer Elizabeth Munro of Elizabeth Munro Design, whom they 
had worked with after they first moved into the house in 2000. 

“Trish and Don love their pool and backyard, which are off the 
kitchen and family room, and wanted to incorporate them into the 
design,” says Elizabeth. “They were also frustrated with the flow of 
the rooms, which wasn’t working for their lifestyle. It was important 
too that they had a place to relax on the weekends when entertaining 
family. They wanted a calming and timeless classic look they could live 
with for many years.”

The kitchen and family room were tackled first. A partial wall 
between the kitchen and family room and an oversize fieldstone 
corner fireplace were removed to allow for a more open, welcoming 
space that showcases the view of the pool. Flooring was updated by 
Speers Flooring. A new gas fireplace from CobbleStonembers 
was installed on the back wall, and tiled floor-to-ceiling with tiles from 
Olympia Tile. “It’s the perfect focal point for the open-concept design,” 
says Elizabeth. 

Walls were painted navy, bringing a nautical feel to this city escape. 
“There are large windows and lots of light, and the navy blue is the 
perfect accent to the backyard pool, and it gives some personality to the 
calm palette throughout the rest of the house,” says Elizabeth. 

“It’s the small details you notice and maybe 
others don’t,” says Don. “I still get a kick out 
of these rooms, because we got it right.”

Continued on page 81
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LEFT: Doors open to 
the backyard where the 
couple enjoys summer 
entertaining. BOTTOM 
LEFT: An integrated 
shelf is a great space to 
display pretty books. 
BELOW: Parsons chairs 
with textured upholstery 
add formality to 
the dining room. 

In the kitchen, new custom cabinets 
extend to the ceiling, providing much needed 
extra storage. Sleek new appliances from 
Goemans Appliances add function. Since 
Trish and Don do much of their summer 
entertaining in the backyard, Elizabeth also 
added a hidden cabinet on the peninsula 
near the patio doors to store all their outdoor 
kitchen items. “It would have been a wasted 
corner, but we installed a hidden push latch 
on the end panel, so although it looks like a 
solid piece, it actually provides a place to hold 
outdoor dishes and glasses,” Elizabeth says.

She also removed a door to the dining 
room so the couple could have a double oven, 
and added a cookbook shelf. “We call it the 
Elizabeth shelf,” laughs Don.

While the couple chose to keep the 
porcelain tile that runs from the foyer all the 
way to the kitchen, the kitchen gets a new life 
with a coordinating quartz countertop from 
Caesarstone Canada and a new backsplash. “It 
made the floor look like new,” says Don.

Elizabeth steered them away, however, 
from adding a kitchen island. “It’s the number 
one client request on most of my kitchen 
projects,” Elizabeth says. “I love an island, but 
it has to make sense. In this case, it would have 
made the kitchen cramped and tight. Instead, 
we went with a peninsula with an oversize 
countertop, which provides an overhang for 

The new cabinetry reaches to the ceiling for 
much needed space. The large peninsula serves 
double duty as a seating area and it also houses 
backyard accessories.

Continued on page 84
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The boxed in tub was 
removed, creating space 
for the new one to take 
centre stage atop an 
intricate tile inlay. 

Set in Stone
             mega Mantels, an industry leader, has 
been manufacturing exclusive custom cast stone 
products for over 35 years.

Let us help you design and create your very own 
custom Fireplace Mantel or Kitchen Hood.

www.omegamantels.com • info@omegamantels.com

Omega Mantels_TOYO.indd   1 2018-03-07   4:49 PM
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stools. Once the project was installed and they 
saw what a difference it made, they were glad 
that I had pushed them in that direction.”

Elsewhere, the front room got a dramatic 
makeover, with a serene soft grey-green colour 
scheme that is a world away from the dark, 
stuffy library that it used to be.

The master bath also underwent a 
big change, and now boasts a luxurious, 
freestanding bathtub that replaced the home’s 
old boxed-in tub. Reducing the tub’s footprint 
also allowed them to enlarge the shower. 

“We used large tile on the floor and shower 
walls, and an assortment of small tiles for 
a custom border around the shower walls,” 
says Elizabeth. “We also used two different 
mosaic tiles to skirt the tub. There was lots 
of texture, but all done in the same palette. It 
provides a peaceful retreat at the end of the 
day.” New lighting from Universal Lighting 
completes the space. 

From the unique, carpet-like tile inlay 
beneath the master tub, to the family 
room fireplace feature wall, the home is 
now all about great flow and gorgeous 
design vignettes.

“Each room flows into the next and you 
can feel a calm come over you when you are 
there,” says Elizabeth. “The colour palette, 
the furnishing, the lighting, it all just comes 
together in perfect balance and harmony.”

“It’s the small details you notice and maybe 
others don’t,” says Don. “I still get a kick out of 
these rooms, because we got it right.”  OH

ABOVE: The shower 
was made larger and tile 
details were added. 
LEFT: Earth meets water 
with soft blue walls and 
darker elements for 
an organic feel.

Furniture· Carpet· Rugs· Drapery· Reupholster· Farrow & Ball Paint· Wallpaper

686 Guelph Line, Burlington · 905-639-0666 · andersoncarpetandhome.com 

instagram.com/andersonscarpetandhome          facebook.com/AndersonsCarpetAndHome
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HOW-TO 

Remove lids from jars. Mark the 
centre of the lids.

Using the nail and hammer, punch 
a hole in the lid.

Paint lids and wooden tray with 
the same colour of paint.

When dry, fasten knobs to lids and 
cork pads to tray.

TIP: You may have to cut or 
replace the knob screws if they are 
too long.  OH

JARBling
PROJECT DAWN MCCONNELL
PHOTOGRAPHY TARA CHATTELL

MATERIALS 

Jars with lids (mason jars or 
recycled jars)

Cabinet knobs or drawer pulls

Paint for metal and 
wood surfaces

Paintbrush

Large nail

Hammer 

1 piece of wood in 
desired tray size

Cork pads for bottom of tray

Top a jar with a 
decorative knob 
and create a simple 
solution for storing 
and displaying 
the personal care 
products you use 
every day.

Customize your 
jars with a knob 
that suits your 
personal style.

Discover more DIY projects 
at ourhomes.ca/mag/createonline

JarBling.indd   2 2018-04-25   5:37 PM

LOTS AVAILABLE
NEW HOMES & RENOVATIONS  
905.618.0007   |   ROCKCLIFFHOMES.CA 
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5KEEP IT ORGANIZED
Keeping craft supplies organized really is the key 
to an ultimate craft room. The best solution to this, 

hands down, is strategic storage cabinetry. I partnered with 
Tailored Living on this project. They provide all the tools to 
create effective storage solutions that will help you meet your 
organizational goals. In a craft room, this means a combination 
of shallow drawers for small items like essential oils and paper, 
base cabinets for tall bottles and jars, and tall cabinets for rolls 
of wrapping paper and banners.  OH

2KEEP IT PRACTICAL 
Craft rooms get messy. For this reason, I wanted a really 
durable, but beautiful floor. I used ErthCovering’s Tivoli 

natural stone plank, which has the texture of wood but the 
durability and liquid resistance of stone. 

And because it is a craft room, including a sink makes 
so much sense. We used the Delta Cassidy faucet in the 
Champagne Bronze Finish. It has Touch20 technology. That 
means that when your hands are full of glitter, simply tap 
anywhere on the faucet when the handle is in the on position 
and the water flows. I also love the pull-down spout. 

3KEEP IT COSY
This room is in the basement adjacent to the backyard 
entrance and as a result, it is cold and drafty, especially 

in the winter. To keep it cosy, we put in the Celeste stove by 
Dimplex. My favourite thing about this electric fireplace is 
just how portable and easy to install it is. A pop of colour in 
this carpet from HomeSense completes this cosy vignette. 
And to help with that exterior draft, we replaced the window 
with an Energy Star rated, top quality vinyl window in white 
by Fieldstone Windows, and finished it off with Metrie’s Very 
Square casing to keep the details contemporary. 

4KEEP IT PERSONAL
A craft room is where you can get really fun and 
personal. This homeowner loves the outdoors and 

essential oils! So I worked with Posterjack to create all of 
the artwork in the room using personal photos to create 
unique pieces. 

Canning offers tips on how you can turn 
your crafty dreams into the ultimate room 
for your DIYs.

1 KEEP IT COLOURFUL
If you can’t have fun with colour in a craft room, where can 
you have fun? In this case, we went with a beautiful teal 

called Sylvan Mist by Benjamin Moore. It’s soft and inviting but 
definitely saturated enough to be whimsical and playful. I think 
it’s also a really fun accent to the MDF tongue and groove we 
applied to the walls from Metrie. 

I added a bit of colour with the cabinet hardware. I selected 
cast bronze knobs in bright bronze from Shayne Fox Hardware, 
adding a pop of contrast against the white cabinets. The bold 
stools are from Wayfair and I incorporated more colour in 
accessories – paper clips, pens and a feather-shaped pen holder 
– all from HomeSense.

CRAFT ROOMenvy
STORY AND DESIGN LISA CANNING
PHOTOGRAPHY DANN TARDIF

DESIGNER LISA CANNING OF LISA
CANNING INTERIORS HAS CREATED A
VIBRANT AND FUN CRAFT ROOM FOR
A CREATIVE CLIENT.

Organization 
is key when 
creating the 
ultimate 
craft room.

CraftRoomEnvy.indd   DPS 2018-04-25   5:11 PM
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 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN OAKVILLE, BURLINGTON & MISSISSAUGA

THE BLIND SPOT
The Blind Spot – Blinds, 
Shutters and Shades offer 
free IN-HOME consultation 
and estimate. We bring to 
your home our “showroom on 
wheels” – all samples are from 
the top suppliers such as Hunter 
Douglas, Elite, Shade-O-Matic, 
Sol-R and Carlton California 
Shutters. Dealing directly with 
manufacturers, we offer quality, 
modern, high end products and 
excellent workmanship at the 
best prices and for every budget. 

SHUTTERS
• All shutters are manufactured 

using the highest quality of 
outdoor grade rigid vinyl

• Will resist discolouration 
from UV exposure as well as 
chipping, cracking, and warping

• All plastic components and 
accessories are manufactured 
using the same fire retardant, 
colour-matched material 

• Shutters, reinforced with an 
aluminum skeleton, deliver years 
of trouble- and maintenance-
free operation

BLINDS & SHADES
• Various styles using 

numerous types of decorative 
patterns, textures and colours

• Certain fabrics allow some 
light to pass through while 
blocking UV rays and reducing 
glare

• “Blackout” products ensure 
that no light passes through, 
making them ideal for presentation 
rooms or maximum privacy. We 
offer a wide range of solutions in an 
array of styles, materials, designs 
and automated systems. 
Book your free in-home design 
consultation & estimate today!
705.351.2114 | theblindspot.ca
(Please see ad on pg 63)

PMWYRE
Whether you are looking to 
create the ultimate entertainment 
experience, integrate technology 
to provide security and energy 
efficiency or optimize the latest in 
smart home technology to fully 
automate your living experience, 
PMWYRE has a solution for you. 

Located in Downtown 
Burlington and providing 
service to clients in the GTA 
and Cottage Country, PMWYRE 
offers integrated technology 
solutions to control audio, video, 
lighting, security, computer, 
and environmental systems for 
residential, commercial and 
recreational environments.

Stewart and Sarah Love, owners 
of PMWYRE, and their team of 
experts, provide a superior level of 
ingenuity, attention to detail and 
technical expertise for each client. 
They invest the time to listen and 
to understand the way you live 
and want to live, developing “easy 
to use” solutions that bring your 
vision to life.

 With each project, PMWYRE 
designs infrastructure that 
supports current and upcoming 
technologies, providing the 
luxury and flexibility to expand 
systems in stages beyond the initial 
installation, integrating upgrades, 
and ensuring upward compatibility 
with future technologies.

PMWYRE is committed to 
making the process of upgrading 
your environment simple and 
enjoyable. Once the installation is 
complete, PMWYRE provides access 
to ongoing service support, making 
home and business electronics really 
simple. Like it should be.
Call today to book a 
complimentary consultation: 
1.888.676.9973 | pmwyre.com 
(Please see ad on pg 29)

CULP RESTORATIONS
Culp Restorations is a second 
generation family business, which 
started in 1985 as Wayne Culp 
Brick & Stone. The company is now 
owned and operated by Shawn 
Culp, Wayne’s son. At the age of 
fourteen, working with his father, 
Shawn’s journey in the masonry 
business began. It was his father’s 
discipline, work ethic and ability to 
transform something ordinary and 
broken into something beautiful 
that inspired Shawn to continue 
the family business. Emulating 
Wayne Culp Brick & Stone, Culp 
Restorations carries on the tradition 
of high quality workmanship 
and superior customer service, 
providing masonry restoration 
services for residential, commercial 
and agricultural in Wellington 
County and the surrounding areas.

 Culp Restorations specializes 
in the following:

• Repointing of brick and stone
• Replacement of spalled and 

damaged brick
• Resetting of stone in 

deteriorating walls
• Creating new openings in 

masonry walls for windows and 
doorways

• Chimneys
• Random and square cut 

flagstone
• Block work
• New brick and stone 

construction for new homes, 
fireplaces, entrance gates and 
posts, outdoor features
Please call Culp Restorations 
at 519.878.1757 (cell)  
519.848.3102 (office) or email 
culprestorations@gmail.com for 
a quote! Visit: culprestorations.ca 
for more information
(Please see ad on pg 75)

CELEBRATE LIFE AT HOME 
WITH OUR HOMES 
OUR HOMES magazine is your 
local home resource guide. 
Our readers love our magazine 
because we show and tell you 
about beautiful and unique local 
homes, retailers and products. 
Plus, we promote local service 
providers and help you find 
professional trades. Whatever 
you need to build, renovate or 
decorate, you will find in our 
much-loved magazine. 

OUR HOMES magazines 
saturate 14 local markets in 
Ontario and connect to over 5 
million readers annually with our 
advertisers through premium, 
consistent, local content and 
beautiful photography. Our 
readership and distribution 
numbers are audited. Our 
advertisers reach our highly 
sought out, high-income 
demographic through targeted 
distribution in each region and 
throughout Ontario. 

Our website, ourhomes.ca, 
offers even more ideas for every 
homeowner. 

Our readers keep OUR 
HOMES magazine as a reference 
and resource guide. A business 
directory in each quarterly issue 
and online makes it easy for 
readers to find our advertisers. 
Every advertiser in the magazine 
is listed in the Directory under 
their business category. 

Now you can subscribe to 
OUR HOMES. Contact us at 
subscribe@ourhomes.ca 
Your favourite magazine will 
arrive quarterly in your mailbox.
ourhomes.ca 
(Please see ads on pg 10, 73, 75)

 hometobe.ca
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Arrange permits 
If you want to block off traffic, check in 
early with your municipality about permit 
fees, barricades or other requirements. 
For her street’s October event, Bailie says, 
“I begin permit applications in January 
or February so that there is a placeholder 
date for Transportation Services each 
year… I also need to reach out to other 
city divisions for approval with the waste 
collection plan, safety plan, fire plan, 
sound amplification (if applicable). We 
also need to provide general liability 
insurance as part of the road closure 
permit application process.”

With these extras, Torr warns, “It is not a 
cheap endeavour.”

C over costs
After designing your event, Harrison 
suggests agreeing on a per-household 
donation to cover agreed-upon items. 
And don’t forget to check with your 
municipality – some have funding 
available. Burlington for example, waives 
street closure fees and offers funding up 
to $300 for block events like hockey and 
movie nights. 

Share the workload
Having a fearless leader is great, Harrison 
says, “But you also need people to 
recognize that not everything can be done 
by one person.” She suggests a steering 
committee and planning meetings. Then, 
for the actual party, delegate. With her 
day-long extravaganza, Harrison says, 
“Every family had to participate” with 
tasks ranging from running kids’ activities 
to clean-up crew.

Pass on knowledge 
Harrison says she’s now backed away 
from a leadership role. “My kid is 21. I 
might be there on the evening to eat 
but chances are I’m doing something 
else later,” she says. But not before she 
wrote up a project plan. Ultimately, while 
events may ebb and flow, passing on your 
knowledge makes it much more likely that 
the event you started might just live on for 
decades.  OH

Define your goals
Are you aiming to build community and 
inclusivity, or make memories for the 
neighbourhood kids? A clear vision helps 
guide planning decisions and also adds a 
sense of purpose to your event. Katharine 
Harrison, who launched a hugely successful 
event on her street 20 years ago, says 
she sought to build a safe and caring 
community after her son, now 21, was born 
with a disability. Over the years, she says, 
“The street became so social and so safe.” 

A few streets over, Rob Torr, Steph 
Graham and Theresa Bailie dreamed of an 
alternative car-free Halloween celebration. 
Now in its 10th year, their spooky-safe 
street event draws 300-plus kids.

Do lots of consultation and 
communication
Will we have a small potluck or line 
cooks? Activities? Do we block off the 
street or gather in a backyard? What’s the 
best date? When starting up, Harrison 
recommends consulting neighbours 
on key aspects: “If you want the most 
people and participation, that’s what you 
need to do.” 

Then, keep everyone in the loop with a 
Save the Date. The week before, send 
specifics about food, parking, kids’ 
activities, etc. 

Street parties are deeply embedded in Canadian culture. 
In Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood, for example, Walmer 
Road residents recently toasted their 30th annual party, 
complete with dancing and tug of war. 

Similarly, in the east end, many streets, mine included, 
have long-standing party traditions. With side benefits like 
increased safety and community spirit, these parties also 
tend to be keenly envied by everyone else. I can’t count how 
often I’ve heard, “Wow, I wish we had a street party!” 

So does your street want in on the party action? It’s 
actually surprisingly doable – and so worthwhile. We 
consulted several successful party organizers in Toronto’s 
east end and got recommendations for would-be planners.

CREATE THE BEST

STREET
PARTY
EVER

HOW  TO

STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE

It’s a simple yet powerful concept – an 
entire block whooping it up in the 
middle of the road. For a few hours, 
traffic and regular routines are swapped 
out for barbecue grills, coolers full of 
beverages, road hockey and glow-stick 
wielding kids. As the daylight fades, new 
friendships have already begun to form.

HowToCreateTheBestStreetPartyEver.indd   DPS 2018-04-25   5:07 PM
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TO ASSEMBLE

1 baguette, sliced 

Butter

Choice of filling

Slice baguette into an even 
number of pieces. Butter one 
side of each piece.

Place slices butter side 
down in a frying pan over 
medium heat.

Fill each sandwich with 
toppings outlined in the 
recipes to follow. Top with 
a second slice of baguette, 
butter-side up.

Cook until bottom slice 
is golden brown, flip 
and repeat.

1. Peach & Candied 
Bacon Filling

Gouda cheese, sliced

1 or 2 fresh peaches, 
thinly sliced 

Candied bacon (see below)

Dijon marmalade (see below)

Arugula 

Fresh sage, lightly fried 

CANDIED BACON 

¼ cup brown sugar 
1/3 cup maple syrup 

Black pepper

1 pound thick sliced bacon

Preheat oven to 400ºF, line a 
baking sheet with aluminum foil 
and top with a wire rack.

In a small bowl combine brown 
sugar, maple syrup and pepper.

Lay bacon slices on wire rack, 
brush with sugar mixture, flip 
and brush other side.

Bake for 10-15 minutes, flip 
slices over and continue to bake 
until crisp and caramelized.

DIJON MARMALADE 

1 Tbsp Dijon mustard

1 Tbsp marmalade 

Black pepper

Combine Dijon mustard and 
marmalade. Season with 
black pepper. 

2. Fig & Onion 
Filling

Brie cheese, sliced

Fig caramelized onions 
(see below)

Arugula 

FIG CARAMELIZED ONIONS 

1 Tbsp olive oil

1 cup white onion, thinly sliced

2 figs, diced 

Splash of balsamic vinegar 

Salt & pepper

In a pan over medium heat, 
add olive oil and onions. Slowly 
cook onions until golden brown, 
about 20 minutes.

Once caramelized, add diced figs 
and a splash of balsamic vinegar. 
Allow the vinegar to deglaze the 
bottom of the pan and scrape up 
all of the bits on the pan.

Season with salt and pepper and 
set aside to cool.

3. Spinach Walnut 
Pesto Filling

Gorgonzola cheese, sliced

Spinach pesto (see below)

Dried cranberries

SPINACH PESTO 

Heaping handful of 
fresh spinach 

Handful of fresh basil 

½ cup walnuts 

¼ cup parmesan 
cheese, grated 

2 cloves garlic  

2 Tbsp olive oil 

Salt and pepper 

In a food processor, add 
spinach, basil, walnuts, 
parmesan and garlic.

Turn processor on and slowly add 
olive oil. Process until smooth

Season with salt and pepper to 
taste.  OH

GRILLED CHEESE minis

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

The grilled cheese 
sandwich has 
been around since 
the inventions of 
processed cheese 
and sliced bread. 
For your next party 
or luncheon, here 
are three elevated 
takes on everyone’s 
favourite sandwich. 
After all, it’s what’s 
inside that counts.

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

GrilledCheeseMinis.indd   1 1/2 page 2018-04-23   10:08 AM

STRATFORD
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EVERYONE
into the

POOL
Did someone say pool party? Create a tropical 

paradise of your own and have some summer fun. 
Don’t forget the music!

1

2

3

4

5

9

6

7 8

EveryoneIntoThePool.indd   2 2018-04-25   5:20 PM

Continued on page 98

ARCHITECTURE, ARCHITECTS, 
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
David Small Designs, 50&51
Keystone Home Designs, 37

ARTISANS, ARTISTS, ART  
GALLERIES & WORKSHOPS
Cave Art, 75

AUTOMOBILES  
Subaru Canada, 2

BUILDERS & NEW HOME  
DEVELOPMENT
Ambassador Fine Custom Homes Inc., 4&5
Gemini Homes, 9
Rock Cliff Custom Homes, 87
Stonecroft Homes, 95
The Gatti Group, 63
Thomasfield Homes Ltd., 53
United Lumber Home Hardware  
	 Building Centre, 71

BUILDING, LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
United Lumber Home Hardware  
	 Building Centre, 71

COUNTERTOPS, GRANITE & STONE
Greensville Soapstone Company, 21
Ideal Home Design, 73

ELECTRICAL
Dias & Sons Electric Inc, 37

FINANCIAL, INSURANCE, MORTGAGE
The Cooperators, 91

FIREPLACES & STOVES
Stûv, 6

FLOORING, TILE, CARPET
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 85
Eden Tile-It, 37
Ideal Home Design, 73
Inspired Flooring, 13
The Floor Shop, 99

HOME ACCENTS, HOME DÉCOR,  
FURNITURE & COLLECTIBLES
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 85
Cornerstone Home Interiors, 43
Country Charm, 7
Fine Oak Things, 63
Home Furniture, 75
Kennedy Galleries, 3
Parsons Interiors, 61
Swiss Interiors, 47

HOME ENTERTAINMENT, ELECTRONICS
PMWYRE, 29, 90

HOME IMPROVEMENTS &  
HOME RENOVATIONS
Ideal Home Design, 73
Let It Rain: Roofing & Home  
	 Renovations, 17
Reno IQ, 27
The Gatti Group Corp., 63

INTERIOR DECORATING &  
INTERIOR DESIGN
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 85
Parsons Interiors, 61
Sandra Martone Interiors, 27
Trisha Ross Interiors, 39
Your Story by Design, 21

KITCHEN & BATH
Aroma Kitchens & Baths Inc., 47
Oakville Kitchen & Bath Centre, 29
Paragon Kitchens, 69

LANDSCAPE DESIGN, LANDSCAPING, 
LAWN & GARDEN
Shop The Shed, 63
The Garden Girls, 63

LIGHTING
Kennedy Galleries, 3

MANTELS, MOULDINGS
Omega Mantels & Mouldings, 83

MASONRY & STONEWORK
Culp Restorations, 75, 90

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Home Furniture, 75

PAINTING & DECORATING
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 85

POOLS, SPAS, HOT TUBS & SAUNAS
Pool Doctors, 61

REAL ESTATE
Hodgins Realty Group, 100
Royal LePage Realty Plus –  
	 Cathy Boytos, 16
Sam McDadi Real Estate, 15
Sotheby’s International Realty Canada –  
	 Megan McLeod, 23
The Cooperators, 91

ROOFING
Let It Rain: Roofing & Home  
	 Renovations, 17
Steel Tile Co., 73

SECURITY, LOCK & KEY  
PMWYRE, 29, 90

SPECIAL, NON-PROFIT ASSOCIATIONS
Welcome Wagon, 73

STAIRS, RAILINGS, TRIM  
Berman Stairs, 37
Ideal Home Design, 73

SUNROOMS  
Lifestyle Home Products, 41

TREE SPECIALISTS  
Arborwood Tree Service, 71

WINDOW FASHIONS
Budget Blinds, 8
The Blind Spot, 63, 90

WINDOWS & DOORS
Doorway Inc, 11

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/oakville. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email lisa.merrell@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 1.877.600.4840 x1 or 705.445.5065 x200.
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1. PARTY CITY: Pineapple LED String Lights  
2. VIVERE: Brazilian Style Single Hammock in 
Salsa  3. ABBOTT: Small Jungle Leaf Hurricane  
4. PIER 1 IMPORTS: Wooden Seahorse Serving 
Board  5. SILK PLANT HOME DÉCOR & MORE: 
Areca Palm  6. PIER 1 IMPORTS: Flamingo 
Inflatable Beverage Float  7. THE BEACH 
GLASS: Floating Acrylic Beverage Holder in 
Teal Tides  8. DEDON: Leaf Collection Beach 
Chair in Seagrass  9. BLOMUS: Stainless Steel 
Gel Burning Outdoor Garden Torch  10. PIER 
1 IMPORTS: Vivid Aluminum Tumblers  
11. PIER 1 IMPORTS: Parrot Ceramic Pitcher  
12. SAFAVIEH: Deltana Indoor/Outdoor Bar 
Stool in Beige  13. SAFAVIEH: Monterey 
Outdoor Bar Table in Teak Look  14. SIMONS 
MAISON: Sorbet Stripe Beach Towel  
15. ABBOTT: Luncheon Tropical Leaves Napkins  
16. PIER 1 IMPORTS: Safari Jungle Party 
Melamine Salad Plates  17. SWIMLINE: Giant 
Flamingo Pool Float  18. SWIMLINE: Pinapple 
Pool Float  OH

10
11
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14

15
16

18

17

EveryoneIntoThePool.indd   3 2018-04-25   5:23 PM

A
Reader. Leave your barbecue lid open and 
resist the temptation to poke your steaks.

Never overfill your grill. Leave at least an 
inch-and-a-half clearance around each 
piece of meat.

Cook your steaks to your preferred doneness 
(see our chart), and then let them rest for 10 
minutes before serving, says Chef Hussey. 
This prevents bleeding onto your plate.

Never cut your meat to check whether it’s 
cooked to your liking. “Cutting the steak 
lets all the natural juices escape, leaving 
you with a dry and tasteless piece of meat,” 
says Reader.

Don’t f lip out
Only turn and flip your steaks as 
necessary. Reader suggests this 
flip-and-rotate approach:

• Place steaks on a hot grill on a 45-degree 
angle at 11 o’clock.

• Grill for two-to-five minutes to sear, 
depending on the thickness and 
doneness you want.

• Turn 45 degrees to 2 o’clock, cook for 
another two-to-five minutes.

• Flip steaks and baste the grilled surface 
with your favourite baste. Continue 
to grill for two-to-five minutes on a 
45-degree angle.

• Turn 45 degrees and cook for another 
two-to-five minutes. 

• Flip and baste again.

“Now you have that fancy steakhouse 
diamond pattern!”

Two final pieces of advice from Chef Hussey: 
“It’s always better to undercook a steak than 
to overcook a steak. And have fun! Buy the 
best local products you can, have a couple 
of beers and enjoy it!”

P ick the perfect steak
Ted Reader’s four rules for picking 
the best beef:

1. Buy the best quality steak you can 
afford: “Not all good top cuts (rib eye 
or strip loin) are always tender. There are 
many grades of meat.” Grade A is the 
worst quality and AAA is the best.

2. Dry aging: “The older a steak is, the 
more tender it will be.” Many butchers 
dry age beef themselves.

3. Fat: “To put it simply, fat equals flavour. 
Internal fat or marbling is what gives 
a steak its succulence and juiciness.” 
External fat will also add flavour, but can 
be cut off after cooking.

4. Find a good butcher: Nobody else will 
be able to answer your questions better, 
nor cater to all your steak needs. Learn 
what you like and want and ask for it.

Almost anyone can toss a burger on the 
barbecue and be happy with how it’s cooked. 
A steak? Not so simple. But with a little prep 
and some know-how, it can be just as easy 
to cook a succulent, juicy steak on the grill 
as anything else.

Jamie Hussey, Executive Chef at Glen 
Abbey Golf Club in Oakville, Ontario, 
recommends strip loin or sirloin steaks for the 
grill. “They have a better flavour, and they are 
robust,” he says.

Ted Reader, the author of Gastro Grilling, 
agrees but adds that he loves rib steak too. 
“I like my steaks to be cut about one-and-
a-half to two-inches thick and weigh about 
12 to 16 ounces each, depending on the cut. 
A thicker steak will cook more evenly and 
give you a little wiggle room in case you get 
distracted,” he says.

Prepare your steaks
According to Reader, good quality steaks do 
not need to be marinated or tenderized – 
only if you want to add a certain flavour.

On the other hand, if you’re using a tougher 
cut, marinate it for at least a day before 
grilling. Hussey recommends a base of red 
wine, garlic and herbs – and always a ratio of 
two-to-one for oil and vinegar.

Salt your steaks just before grilling. This will 
give them a nice crust. This is the time to 
season with herbs and garlic if you like, too. 
Chef Hussey says chimichurri is his favourite 
steak finisher of all time.

Bring your steaks to room temperature 
before placing them on your barbecue.

Hit the gril l
Cook your steaks for a short time at a 
high temperature. “Six hundred degrees 
Fahrenheit or higher if you can,” says 

STORY ADRIENNE BROWN

How do you like your 
steak cooked?
A meat thermometer is the 
best way to test doneness. 
Here’s Ted Reader’s guide 
to the steak rainbow:

Blue Rare: A blue rare steak is 
quickly charred on the outside 
and barely cooked on the inside. 
For best results, bring the steak 
to room temperature before 
cooking. (130ºF)

Rare: A rare steak has a cool red 
centre. (130-140ºF)

Medium-Rare :  A  med ium-
rare  s teak  has  a  warm red 
centre. (140-145ºF)

Medium: A medium steak has 
a pink centre, and the juices are 
clear. (145-150ºF)

Medium-Well: A medium-well 
steak has a hot pink centre, and 
the juices are clear. (150-160ºF)

Well-Done: A well-done steak 
is grey throughout without any 
trace of pink and the juices are 
clear. (160-170ºF)

Super Well Done: This steak 
is weighted with a brick until 
heavily charred on the outside 
and without any trace of pink and 
no juices inside. (170ºF plus)  OH

how to GRILL the
PERFECT
STEAK

Cooking_How_to_Grill_The_Perfect_Steak.indd   2 2015-06-03   11:40 AM

Hardwood Flooring lends 
character and charm to any  
room in your home or busi- 

ness and best of all—it never goes  
out of style, and it is simply beautiful!  
Wood flooring has gone far beyond  
classic styles of traditional wood- 
grains. In addition to beauty, our  
collection of hardwood flooring  
offers exciting possibilities in a  
variety of species; oak, maple, birch,  
beech, walnut, jatoba, hickory,  
American  Cherry as well as colours, 
widths, finishes and so much more. 
Since 1989, The Floor Shop, now 
with three locations in the Greater 
Toronto Area offers you incredible 
floors that will last a lifetime.

The Floor Shop has also been 
featured on several episodes of  
‘Holmes on Homes’, the highly 
revered award winning HGTV  
program with Mike Holmes. The 
Floor Shop—your wood flooring  
specialists for warmth, livability 
and character.

W W W . T H E F L O O R S H O P . C O M

LEASIDE
Tel: 416.421.8588 Fax: 416.421.5477

154 Wicksteed Ave

KINGSWAY
Tel: 416.234.0599 Fax: 416.234.9920

4133 Dundas Street West

MISSISSAUGA
Tel: 905.803.0050 Fax: 905.803.0066

700 Dundas Street East

WOOD FLOORING SPECIALISTS

TFS_W2012_ad.indd   1 12-11-13   11:46 AMOH_MISSISSAUGA_SUmmer_2015_w_ads.indd   51 2015-06-11   2:26 PM
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